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Uengiil Political 
C^>nsultation8, 

7 March IfiOH. 

Letter from 
(VIajor-(iencral 
St. Legcr. 


It did not appear that any exertion or raoveraent of any kind had been made 
during ten days. 1’he Vizier’s oflicer shewed me no attention or instance of 
civility; and I was informed by Captain Mockler, liad the insolence to say he 
supposed I was going to attack llhurtpore. ^ 

I also went by Buddree, which appeared to me, as I passed it. It strong place, 
more so than many I have seen, and to require a proper body of troops, officers 
of experience, and formidable artillery fbrjts reduction. 


The Auroil, I am told, was at a little distance, though I saw nothing of him or 
^ny of his peofife. The officer in command of a company from Pertaubghur 
was posted ht'ia distance of about four miles, where 1 saw him before 1 reached 
lluddree. The fort and country round it appeared in a state of most perfect 
tranquillity. 

But I tlpnk it right to observe (if I may credit the accounts I collected on 
^ the spot), the oppressions and enaction of the Aiimils are very great, and such as 
jna^ave|| tendency to provoke resistance and put the country in arms. 

,’l^'shall bo happy, Sir, fl^fo-oporate in any wish of yours where my duty will 
ptermit ; but when I consider the nature of the service you propose, how late 
the season is, and what appeared to me an almost total want of preparation on 
the ps^t of those who arc principal ly concerned, I cannot act better, in my own 
judgment, than submitthe decision to superior power. 


: u , ; I have, &c. 

Cainp. MaliMtt (Signed) William St. Leger, 

coss frttm Major General, commanding 

' February ISOS. ' the army in the field. 


On the 4th March the following letter was ordered to be written, in reply, 
to the Resident at Luclijjnow. 

Letter from Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Secretary ‘ 

to Government. gjr ; 

lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch under date the 22(1 
ultimo, reporting your proceedings in consequence of a requisition from his 
£x<;d|eocy the Vizier for tl>c assistance of a battering train lor the reduction 
of c6rtai|l forts within his Excellency’s dominions, and to signify to yon the 
Hight Honotira,ble the Governor-General in Council's approbation of the mea- 
sures which you ^opted on that occasion. 

The Governor-Gteneral in Council is of opinion, that as, by the stipulations 
of the subsisting treaty with the Nawaub Vizier, his Excellency is entitled to 
expect that the military aid which is demanded on his part shall be furnished, 
it is very desirable that such additional force as may be requisite for the pur- 
pose of the service on which the troops arc to be employed should be detached 
/'roin Elahabad without any delay, provided that the adoption of tlie measure 
shall not appear to the officer commanding in the field to be liable to objection, 
as likely to be productive of considerable inconvenience, with reference to the 
probable effect on the health of the troops from the employment of them on 
the proposed duty at the period of the year to which these operations may be 
unavoitiably protracted. As, however, in the advanced state of the season, 
scjtnc apprehensions may justly be entertained on that point, the request of 
his Lordship in Council has been signified to his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, that a discretion may be left with the officer commanding in the field 
to furnish the additional force immediately or not until after the close of the 
rainy season, as under this consideration circumstances shall appear to him to 
render it expedient to adopt the one or the other of those alternatives. This 
communication of the resolutions of Government on the subject of your des- 
patch will enable you, in the event of the reinforcement not being immediately 

supplied 
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supplied agreeably to the requisition of the Vizier, to satisfy hiS Etcellency 
with respect to the causes of the delay. 


Fort William, 
4th March 1808. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. B. EoMONSi^iir^ ' 
Secretaiyr to GoverniaeiH. 


Bengal Potilical 
Conaixltmion^i 
7 March ISCXH, 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 

^ ^ ^ Coiisultationi!, 

The l^lh April ISOS. i^AinilisoH. 

Extract from the proceedings of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, in the Military Department, under date the 4th April 
1808. 


To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpjjrc. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy of a lelt 
which I have this day received from the Commanding Officer at PcrtaubghiirJ 
together with a translation of a letter addressed to that officer by Rajah N^az 
Sing, Aumil of Pertaubghur. 

12. I am sorry to observe in the enclosed documents a statement of, 
duct of Zalim Sing, so opposite to that which was conveyed to me by * 
lency the Vizier on a very recent occasion, and so demonstrative of 
rious necessity of adopting rigorous measures against that rebellious ' 

3. As I presume that the result of your reference to liis Excelle: 
Commander-in-Chief on the subject of ray letter, under date the 17tj^^ 
must be known by this time, and must authorize your compliancy 
requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, it is unnecessary for me tp,. 
remarks in addition to the detailed information which \|S11 1^ conv 
by the enclosed despatch from Major Knox. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baih-ie, 

Lucknow, Reyi 

19th March 1808. 



LcUcr 

Hosi<!cut 

ckium*. 



Sir 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 


1 have the honour to inform you, that in consequence , i 
the Aumil, Rajah Newaz Sing, stating that 
and Dan Sing, Talookdar of Gowra, had 
due on their lands from.the beginning of Kooaf iioi f 



it^lar of . Ilipd^iPOe, 
lament of; jista 
of Phyugatv at>d 

applying for British troops to enforce tlie discharge of i^jiM^rs, or eventually 
for the reduction of the forts of the above refractory ^y^lndars, 1 despatched 
perwannahs addressed to those persons, copies of which, and of the answers 
thereto, are herewith transmitted for your information. 

2. Having communicated to Rajah New'az Sing the substance of the 
answer returned by Zalim Sing, he was desirous of a personal conference with 
me on the subject ; and for that purpose came yesterday twice to my quarters. 
During his last visit I received Dan Sing’s reply, which was immediately made 
known to the Rajah. 


3. The assertions made by the Aumil in his ob,servations on Zalim Sing’s 
answer were now repeated in his remarks.upon thatof Dan Sing ; to wit, that 
there was not a word of truth in it. He insisted that neither of those 'i'ylookr 
dars could be brought to pay the revenues by any means short of the .employ- 
ment of our troops for tlie reduction of theif Ibrts, or at least of one of thepai 
that they were old incorrigible rebels ; and that, if an immediate ei^afn^e 
should not be made of them, nearly the whole of the renters in tiis districts. 
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Bengal Polttictvl 
Coiisultattons, 
18 April 1806. 


Letter (Vom 
Major Knox. 


would be emboldened to withhold payment of their asfsessmentsy to the aTmosl! 
total loss of the revenoe for the current year. 

4. In my reply I told the Aumii tliat, from the information he had given me 
on former occasions, the inference he had now drawn could not be well admit- 
ted : that if tite chastisement of three or four refractory Talookdars possessed 
of forts siiould be postponed, on account of the excessive and growing heat of 
the season, it did not necessarily follow that it would be impossible, or even 
difficult, to enforce payment of the revenues from all those who had not the 
same means of resistance. To this the Rajah replied, that if the fort of 
Zalim Sing were not reduced, not a man would give him a rupee, and that he 
should lose twenty lacs. He added, that provided a sufficient force were sent 
against Zalim Sing, he would submit on its appearance before his fort. I asked> 
him what force he would consider adequate to this service ; and he gave his 
opinion, that there ought not to be less than two battalions of infantry, six' 
battering guns, and five hundred cavalry. This opinion I requested him to’ 
put in writing ; which, after a short consultation with his people, and reducing 
iL ;<lie number of in/antry and guns, he assented to, and presented me a letter, 
which a transcript is inserted in the accompanying paper. Upon tl»e mmi- 
' her of troops stated by him as necessary for this service, I remarked tliat they 
could not be furnished from this post : to which he made answer, that the 
district of Sooltanpore was now so well managed, that the whole of the battalion 
sf^oned there might be ordered against Buddree without prejudice to tiie 
j of that quarter. 

i;,bave now laid before you the substance of what passed between me and 
il on the great object of his visit. He urged and reurged the neces- 
the immediate reduction of Buddree, and maintained tliat any post- 
tent of this measure would occasion the loss of nearly the whole revenue 
country under his management. This statement will, I imagine, 
e0fHliil|^:^yoii to be extravagantly exaggerated. Admitting a delay in chastising 
2^ttni iHng may encourage one or two more in the possession of forts to delay 
payment of their assessments, it seems not at all credible that the great majo- 
rity of landholders, who have no place of strength for the security of their 
persons and property, can be excited by such temporary conformity to a conduct 
that would bring on thonrselvcs immediate and unavoidable punishment. Newaz 
in a precipitate eagerness to exact the collections, overlooks every other 
; and for the most trifling portion of the revenue vrouW expose 
to service of that nature, which at this season would be highly 
‘tpeatruiJtlwiB'lp the Europeans employed on it. 

. With resjUSQt to the force recommended by the Aumii for the reduction of 
Buddre^ tbou||fet I liave no doubt that one considerably less would, at a 
proper time of tliepUBV be adequate to the service, yet if this- measure shouhl 
be judged by jrdu to demand immediate execution, I beg leave to ofler my 
opinion of its being adinaable to employ the whole of tlie force specified by the 
Aumii, with the addition of two howitzers. A force of that strength would 
possibly intimidate Zalim Sing to immediate submission ; or, in the event of 
resistance, expedite the fall of his I'ort. 



Pertaubghur, 
15th March 1808, 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. D. Knox, 

Major, commanding. 


Letter from Translation of a Letter from Rajah Newaz Sing to Major Knox, dated 15 th 
Rajah Newaz Sing. Mohurrum, or Htk March 1808. 

(After the usual compliments.) 

A force, consisting of a battalion and a half of Sepoys, five hundred cavalry, 
and four battering guns, is judged to be requisite for the subjection of Zalim 
Sing, the Talookdar of Buddree, purgiinnah Behar, and for the purpose of 
destroying his forts. If such a force be employed he will speedily be brought 
t6 a proper sense of his duty. Your own judgment, howevef, respecting the 

extent 
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extent of the force, must be far more correct than mine, and ou^ht to be the Bengal Political 
rule of your conduct ; but it is necessary to be expeditious in this affair, 
otherwise a great loss of revenue must be sustained, and all will be disorder 
and confusion. I have written this for your information. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, , 

Resident. 


To Major Knox, commanding at Pertaubghur. Letter from 

® AssLstuiit 

Major-General St. Leger, commanding in the field, having determined, in 
concert with the Resident at Lucknow, upon the necessity of adopting 
rigorous measures against Zalim Sing, the rebellious Talookdar of Buddree 
purgunnah, and of reducing the fort in his possession, 1 have it in command 
to acquaint you, that the following detail of troops, in addition to the 
battering train published in Field Army Orders of this day, are to be employed 
on that service : 


Two squadrons of the 7th Regiment of Native Cavalry with one galloper, i 

Seven companies of the first battalion of the liith Regiment, including the 
five companies now at Pertaubghur. 

Eight companies of the second battalion of the 152th Regiment, with their 
field pieces. 

The whole under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory. 

I am further directed to express the Major-General's desire, that 
companies from Pertaubghur may be detached to Elahabad without Joss of 
time, to receive chai'ge of, and proceed from thence as an escort with the 
battering train to Buddree, in the vicinity of which fort the remaindCfof the 
troops destined for the subjection of Zalim Sing are to be assembled fbrthwith, 
and to put themselves under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory. 


I have, &c. 

Deputy Adjutant-General’s Office, (Signed) H. Casement, 

Head-Quarters in the field, Cawnpore, Assistant Deputy Adjutant-GenctAl* 
^Oth March 1808. ,, , 


Sir : 


To Major Fagan, Acting Adjutant-General.' 




I have the honour to transmit, for the Commander-in-Clflll|ll information, 
the enclosed copies of letters, &c., which I have thtS.actB)' received from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the troops biafore Buddree, and 
which I request you will immediately lay before his Excellency. 


Cawnpore, 
8th April 1808. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. St. Legeu, 

Major-General commanding in the field. 


Letter flroei 
Major-Generaf 
lx. Leger. 


'tSi-'. 


To Captain Casement, Acting Deputy Adjutant-General. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to enclose you a copy of my despatch of yesterday’s date 
to the Resident at Lucknow, for the purpose of being laid before the Major- 
General commanding in the field. In addition to its contents, I beg leave to 
report that the fortress of Buddree is an oblong square, with six circular bas- 
tions, and a rampart from twenty to twenty-five feet high, about eighteen feet 
thick, surrounded by a ditch about eighteen feet broad and nearly as much in 
depth : round the fort is a renny wall of the same form, about ten feet high, 
with a ditch from eight to ten feet broad. There are two embrazures in the 
north face of this wall, but no guns. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Gregory. 


D 


The 
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Bengal Political The fort i« accessible to the north and west : the other two sides are covered 

Consu’!!***®"** with ihicit jungle. 

18 April 1808. _ . . , , , 

— It appears to me that there is great oppression carried on by the native col- 

Liem?nantc3k>nel Sectors, as, from the respectable force with me, the Zemindars are daily coming 

' Gregory.; in to me for protection. 

I take the liberty of enclosing the Talookdar’s, Zalim Sing, statement of the 
circumstances between him and the Aumil, not having a person here that can 
translate it. 

I am endeavouring all I can to .bring their affairs to a settlement ; as, if I 
should be compelled to open trenches, I am apprehensive I should Jose half of 
my men from the unfavourablencss of the season, 

I have, See. 

Camp near Behar, G'^igned) IE B. Gregory, 

5th April 1808. Lieutenant-Coione/, commamhng. 

Latter from To J. Baillic, Esq., Resident at I.uckiiOM. 

Xieu tenant Colonel fin i 

Gregory. j i,onoiir to acquaint yon of iny arrival at this jilacc, and two miles 

from the fortress of Rtiddree. I yestcnlay, accompanied by Lieutenant Ro- 
bertson of the Engineers, rode down to i ecoiiiioitre the fortress. The Talook- 
dar, Zalim Sing, on hearing of my being near, sent out a message to me, to say 
I need not reconnoitre, but go in and take a view of it, which I did : and on 
my approach he threw himself’ at my feet imploring for mercy, and declared 
it was never his wish to rebel against his sovereign, and he had agreed to pay 
his revenue. 

AtUve same time lie observed that he bad been oppressed by the Aumil, who, 
from certain causes, wishes to dispossess him of llie land revenue that has been 
held for ages by bis family, in favour of’ Mohun Loll, a turbulent, troublesome 
man of some consequence, and owner of’ several forts, the principal of which 
isl’utgawah with seventeen guns in it, and it is dail yundergoing repairs for 
its better defence. 

1 beg leave to suggest to you niy opinion of the propriety of insisting on 
this man, Mohun Loll, giving up his guns, from his being already in the con- 
tinual habit of endeavouring to promote rebellion ; and I have not the smallest 
he is allowed to go on in his career, but that lie will, from his power 
i#'the HiStriOt, throw it altogether into rebellion and discontent, from the 
oppfiMsive measures he has adopted. 

He is now in camp, and if I am allowed I will seize him, and make him give 
up. his guns, or send him to Ins Excellency the Vizier. It was only the day 
before yesterday tliat he sent two hundred matchlockmcn and twenty-five 
horsemen to the brother of Zalim Sing, who is at variance with his brother ; 
and even further, he advised Zalim Sing to lire on my force, in order to gain 
his object of dispossessing him. 

As for Rajah Newaz Sing, I have repeatedly written for his attendance on 
me, but to no effect. Indeed, be has now had fifteen days’ notice from me, and 
is putting me off from day to day. 

The Dewan at this place is always in a state of intoxication, and my detach- 
ment is in great distress for provisions, none having been provided previous 
to my arrival : so much so, that my tent was surrounded all day yesterday by 
sepoys, and none has come in this morning. 

I beg leave to transmit you the enclosed statements from Zalim Sing and the 
Aumil, for your consideration j and I hope you will obtain an order from his 
Highness the Vizier, so as to prevent the effusion of innocent blood. 

I have, &c. 

Cam]) near Behar, . (Signed) II. B. Ghegory, 

-1th April 1808. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding the Detachment. 

'Trmslation 
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Translalion of an Arzee from Zalim Sing, Proprietor <f tlus District qf 
Buddree, to Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, dated 2d April 1^08;' 

Having performed the ceremonies of humble salutations, it ia represented to 
you that the state of affairs is this : that my Vakeel, Deena Sing, having 
waited upon you and learnt how matters were, has come to me, and inforaaea 
me that Rajah Newaz Sing, at the instigation of Mohun Loll Oopudlredy has 
caused an English battalion and artillery to march against me. What power 
does your servant possess, and what is my fort, that the British troops should 
march against it; for 1 am obedient to your commands, and will perform^ 
whatever you wish ? My preparing a house is for my protection from my 
brethren in the neighbourhood, and not to oppose the British troops. I am 
in every way ready to obey your orders and pay the revenue of Government. 

The circumstances attending the settlement of the revenue for the present 
year are these; that Jlajali Newaz Sing, in the commencement of ins govern- 
ment, authorized his brother, Jya Sing, Auinil of the purgunnah of Nuhar, 
to settle the revenue to he paid by me. Tlie said Aumil, by the directions of 
Government, voluntarily agreed that I shoidd pay my revenue directly to 
Government. Your servant caused the Zemindars and Ryots of the district 
to submit to authority, and was content with tlie allowance agreed to be given- 
rac by Government for my subsistence. Tiic written agieement of tins settle- 
ment, witl) the seal of tlie Aiimil, is in the possession of Doorga Persaud, 
Kanoongoc of the said purgunnah ; procure it and do justice. To that settle- 
ment I al.so agree. 

Tlie circumstances of the settlement of the last year are, that Captain' 
Jalun was on command here, and I settled the revenue I was to pay, and for 
the payment of it procured a receipt from Mcerza Bcechoo Beg, commandant. 
The said Meerza is in the Rajah’s camp : imiulre of liirn how 1 paid my 
revenue. According to that settlement, also, I am ready to pay my revenue. 

The statement of the settlement of the revenue paid by me for the year 
before last is this; that Mr. (l.ieutenant-Colonel) D’Auvergne was in com- 
mand here, and 1 settled my revenue, and agreeably to the orders of the 
English Buhadoors, gave up possession of my house to Government. Two or 
three days afterwards, the English Buliadoors, from my conduct as a Ryot, 
took compassion on me, and by their taking me by the hand again put me in 
possession of my house. The said Oopudhea, to obtain payment of the- 
revenue of Government, from animosity placed my family in Shunpoor, in .a 
small fort belonging to one of my adversaries, Ajoodheea Bnkhsb, to be releaset^ 
when 1 paid the revenue of Government. I, from helplessness, 
also, and paid the revenue justly due to Government, anil obtai[a|d 
f urther demands. Inquire into this from my adversaries. 1 am reai^ .I0'pay‘‘iny 
revenue according to that settlement also. 


Bengal Political 
Consultatbna, 
la April IBM: 

Araea 

fronvZaliiii Sing; 


Y^our servant is in every respect ready (to pay his revenue) according to the 
three settlements, and to obey the English Buhadoors. Rajah Newaz Sing, at 
the instigation of Oopudhea, obstructs the settlement of your servant’s 
revenue. The account of the animosity between me and Oopudhea is this ; 
that he has taken possession of the fort of Audhea by force, which belonged 
to the zemindar of your servant’s ancestors. With this I am dissatisfied; 
wherefore Oopudhea is hostile to me to such a height, that when I was going 
with my family to bathe in the month of October, the said Oopudhea and men 
belonging to my adversaries waited treacherously for me with a piece of artil- 
lery loaded with grape, at a rivulet near the river Ganges ; but tl»e Subadar 
of the Sircar (meaning probably a Subadar of the battalion commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory) has seen that place. God is beneficent, and 
acquainted me beforehand; and having proceeded in another direction, 1 
batlied and rctunicil to my house. He (Oopudhea) was ashamed, and having 
hatred in his heart, from enmity injured me in my right as Zemindar of that 
fort, and has given four villages belonging to it to my adversaries ; and by 
confirming them in the possession, has made me every way despair of my 
right as Zemindar. In this manner he has marked nry liver with the scar of 

regret. 
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Bengal Political regret. Being helpless I have been patient. God will give your servant tlio 
CoBioltationa, of his patience; or yon, who are the most just of the age, and 

js April 1808 . Aj,g jVawaub Vizier) will do me justice. He (Oopudhea) by hi^ 

■“ mtiJion, has brought the British and his Highness's force upon nw, w/,o 
am weak, that he may ruin me. What power have I to be saucy to my patron. 

I am in every way obedient to the orders of Government, and ready to pay my 
revenue. I hope you will do me justice, and allow me to inhabit my house, 
for it is better that I should shew my loyalty; if not, favour me with my dis- 
mission from Government, and by your high auspices, w’herever it may be, I 
will obtain a livelihood, and your good name will remain to eternity. 


Arzee 

from Zalim Sing. 


Secondly. I represent that it- happened lately, when you arrived in the 
purgunnah of Nuhar, that Dewan Ajoodhca Persaud and Jya Sing, Aumil of 
the said purgunnah, and Subadar Sumer Sing, a servant of the Sircar, were 
sitting near your tent, when, in the mean time, Oopudhea Mohun Loll 
came; Decna Sing and Mookura Sing, my Vakeels, were also there; when, 
in the interim, the Dewan and the said Aumil waited upon you by your desire, 
and Oopudhea and the said Subadar remained sitting, when Oopudhea 
said to my Vakeels, “ Look now, what a calamity I have brought upon you.” 
My Vakeels replied, by mentioning what a calamity Seetulabukhsh, the Rajah’s 
brother, brought upon meat the bathing time in October, and said, “ You have 
“ given a bribe of twenty thousand rupees, now, to the Rajah, and brought 
him here.” lie (Oopudhea) replied, “ What is twenty thousand rupees 
** to punish you : I will expend fifty thousand rupees, even to fifty 
“ lacs of rupees, to ruin you.” My Vakeels answered, “ Why do you 
pursue me so much to extirpate me, for my master, bn Government giving 
“ him his dismission, will retire liora his chiefship and zemindaree.” He 
(Oopudhea) said, “ How far will you go, for I will pursue you from the sea- 
“ shore at Jagurnauth to the west? We are eight men in our house, and in 
opposing you until seven out of eight be killed, we will not be neglectful of 
“ our designs against you.” This conversation between the parties happened 
near your tent, before the Subadar of the Sircar : if you do not credit it, 
inquire about it from the Subadar of your own Sircar. O! most just of the 
age, it appears impossible there should be any room for me to escape from so 
violent an enemy. T hope that I may be lavoured with my dismission from 
the Sircar (of the Nawaub), that I may live wherever it may be requisite to 
obtain a livelihood. It was incumbent on me to make this representation. 
May the sun of your prosperity continue shining and resplendent. 


the Amount of the Revenue of my District, which Oopudhea, from 
■metnyyecatS' of Enmity, has caused to be written down in the Papers of the 
Shrear the Nawaub') at thirty fve thousand Rupees. 

In the preceding year I procured a receipt from Meerza Beechoo Beg, com- 
mandant, for twenty- five thousand lupees. In the year before last, when my 
family, until I should pay my revenue, were in a small fort belonging to my 
adversaries, for twenty-iour thousand rupees, which you may ascertain from them. 

Oopudhea has given a bad name to ray bouse, even in the presence (of the 
Nawaub) ; but there is no account taken of a large fort which he has built at 
Bbugwan and mounted guns upon it 

I have fully represented to you the whole of my obedient conduct as a sub- 
iect, and the enmity of Oopudhea to me ; and I hope, from your favour and 
kindness, that you will by every means cause me, undisturbed, to inhabit my 
house. More would be transgressing the bounds of respect. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) W. SruRaocK, 
Persian Translator. 


^ Ordered, That copies of the foregoing letter and enclosures from Major- 
General St. Lt^er, and of such parts of the despatch from that officer, dated 

the 
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the 21st March, as relate to tire communication from the Resident at Luck-, 
now, and to the instructions furnished in consequence to Major Knox, he 
transmitted to the Political Department for consideration and orders. 

(Signed) .s Thornhill, 

Secret a rv. 


Ordered, Tint in consequence of the foregoing extract from the Militarv 
Department, tl)e tbllovving instructions be addressed to the Resident al 
Lucknow : 


To J. Baillie, Ksq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. The Right Honourable tlic Governor-General in Council has received a 
copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’s letter to your address, under date the 
4th instant. 

2. His Lordship in Council deems it highly probable that the rejircsentalion 
of the Talookilar of liuddrec, Zalim Sing, is well founded, and is extronuly 
.anxious to avoid the necessity of prosecuting measures of coercion against tiu' 
Talookdar, which, under such circumstances, might bear the character <'f 
measures directed to the support and encouragement of injustice and oppres- 
sion. It is to be feared, that the employment of the British troops for the 
suppression of disorders within the territories of the Vizier, has too frequently 
been occasioned by the misconduct of his Excellency’s Annuls in ex'citing 
these disorders by their injustice and rap.acity ; at the same time Government 
is aware that requisitions for the employment of our troops on such occasions 
could not be rejected, consistently with the obligations of the engagements 
subsisting between the British Government and the State of Oude. Tlie 
origin of the evil is the vicious system of his Excellency’s administration. 
But although no remedy for this evil appears to be immediately practicable^, it 
is extremely desirable that the necessity of coercive measures should, in all 
practicable cases, be superseded by the adoption of a system of proceeding, 
which would bring to light any acts of oppression and injustice on the part of 
those public officers, whose authority the British arms are required to support, 
and would subject the perpetrators to punishment, or to the legitimate^'estraints 
of the local Government. 

S. In the present case, the Governor-General in Council desires that you 
will suggest to his Excellency, the absolute necessity of instituting an investi- 
gation into the circumstances stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, repre- 
senting to his Excellency the impropriety of employing the British troo})s in 
arduous military operations, without previously ascertaining the justice of ilit; 
cause in which they are to be engaged, and the importance of avoiding, if 
possible, the necessity of undertaking them, by endeavouring to eftect an 
adjustment of the di.sputes which have occasioned the late application for the 
service of the British troops. At the same time, it will be liighly expedient 
that you should satisfy yourself of the efficiency and impartiality of the means 
which his Excellency m:iy adopt for the purposes above described ; and, with 
this view, it might be advisable that a proper person should be despatched on 
the part of the Vizier, in the capacity of an Ameen, to investigate the cir- 
cumstances stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, and that he should be 
accompanied by a person on your part to be joined in the commission. This 
measure, however, is merely suggested for your consideration, leaving it to 
your discretion, regulated by local circumstances, to propose it to his Ex- 
cellency. 

4. The Governor-General in Council has no doubt that your immediate 
attention will have been directed to that part of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory 
letter to your address, which relates to the deficiency of supplies for the suh- 
.sisteuce of the troops under his command, and that you will have urged the 
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C'oiisultdtionii, 
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Vizier to issue the most positive 
supplies. 


orders for the jrrovision of the requisite 
I have, ie. 


Port William, (‘Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 

ISth April ]8()8. Secretary to Government. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above letter be sent lor irilbrmation to the 
Military Department, in reply to the icferenee liom that department of the 
fill instatit. 


Politival 

i OllSllllBliDDS, 

H) Mu}' JHGH. 
Lt'fltr 

iVoin lli sidiriit uf 
l.iuloiow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \(\lh Maij 1S08. 

To N. B. Edmonstonc, Esq., Secretary to (Jovernment, kc. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter, under date 
the ISlh ultimo, conveyirtg the sentiments and commands of the Right 
Ilononrable the Governor-General in tlouncil on the subject of a despatch to 
niy atldress from Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding a detachment of 
(he British troops employed within the district of Behar. 

y. Of the frequent misconduct and oppression of a great majority, if not 
(he whole of the V^izier’s Aiimils, and ol the radical vices and defects of the 
general system of his Excellency’s administration, no peison can be more 
sensible than I am ; and hence the employment of tlie British troops in 
support of the authority of his Excellency’s Aiimils, without a careful and 
minute investigation of all the circumstances of the case (although the neces- 
sity for this measure has but rarely oc'currcd since my aj)pointment to the 
Residency) has been constantly the subject of my peculiar anxiety and 
ct)ncern. 


.8. With a reference, however, to the ])articular case of Zalim Sing, Ta- 
lookdar of Buddree, I have great satisfaction in assuritig yon, for the inlbrma- 
tioii of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that the 
measures which have been adopted against that jterson, were, in my opinion, 
unquestionably' just and expedient, and such as I should have thought it my 
duty to jiursue, having already frequently adopted them, under the orders of 
the Brilis4> Government, with a reference to our own Zemindars. 

4. The known bad character of Rajah Newaz Sing, Aumil of Behar, and 
the circumstances, under my immediate observation, which attended his 
emancipation from a gaol to take the management of an extensive and popu- 
lous province, bad rendered me extremely tlcsirous to postpone, and had even 
iiidueed me to evade, for a time, the employment of the British troops in 
operations of any consequence for the support of that Aurnd’s authority, in 
the hope that the early failure of his engagements to the Vizier would have 
tciuk'd to convince his sovereign of the impropriety of the appointment of 
such a i)crson to an oflicc of high trust and importance, and would have 
operated to produce his recall. 

Accordingly, it was not until a period ofseveral weeks had elapsed from the 
date of the Vizier’s requisition, iiiitil a correspondence of considerable extent 
bad taken place with his Excellency, and with the Commanding Officer at 
I’ei'laubghur, and until a minute inquiry from several other persons had con- 
vinced me of the necessity for the reduction of Buddree, independently of the 
lr»)th or falsehood of the Aumil’s statement, that I at length considered it to 
be niy duty to recommend those measures of coercion with a reference to the 
Talookdar, Zalim Sing, which have terminated in so satisfactory a manner. 

fi. 1 Iiave the honour of transmitting to yon, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of my reply 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’s despatch, under date the 4th ultimo, together 
with copies ot three other letters w'hich 1 have more recently addreseed to that 
oliicer ; and I have further the satisfaction of reporting to you, for the Go- 
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vernor-General’s information, that according to accounts received last night 
from tl»e Vi/ier, the Talookdar, Zalim Sing, lias been reinstated in the posses- 
sion of his villages at a more moderate than the former assessment. 

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’s representations on the important subject of 
his supplies have, of course, been most regularly attended to, ami my repeated 
remonstrances on this subject to the Vizier, if his Excellency’s written 
assurances and those of his Aumil can be credited, have produced the desired 
effect j although the mutual complaints of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory and 
llajah Newaz Sing against each other have continued without intermission 
since the commencement of the military operations, and have lately formed 
the principal subject of discussion between his Excellency the Vizier and me. 

8. An inquiry into the conduct of the Aumil has appeared to us both to be 
imiispensable, owing to some accusations of a very serious nature which 
I.ieutenant-Colonel Gregory has recently prelerred ; and I shall use my best 
endeavours to ensure the impartiality of this investigation, and the exemplary 
punishment of the Aumil, if the charges against him shall be proved. 

9. At the same time, it is my duty to remark to you the extreme jealousy 
of his Excellency the Vizier with regard to all i«»vestigations of this nature, 
and to every degree of interference between him ami his courtiers and Aumils 
on my part, or between his Aumils and Zemindars, or other subjects, on the 
jiart of the commanding officers of the troops who are employed in the siiji- 
jiort of his authority and in preserving the peace of his ilominions. 

10. It is generally reported and believed, and I have no reason to doubt the 
information which 1 possess on this subject, that all his Excellency’s Aumils 
and Zemindars, and indeed bis subjects at large, have been prohibited, nmh'r 
severe penalties, from holding any intei course with llritish officers, and that 
they are encouraged and excited by his Excellency’s news-writers and agents 
in the several districts of the interior to prefer liilse or frivolous complaints 
against the Ilritish officers and soldiers. 

11. A few striking instances of the latter nature have been bronglit to my 
immediate notice by one of his lixcelloncy’s Aumils, Meerza Meluli Alee 
Khan, wlioin 1 have reason to consider as now' suffering the effects of bis 
sovereign’s resentment for his sniqiosed altaciiment to our Government. 

12. The general system oi'liis Excellency’s conduct and manners to all those 
of his courtiers and others around him, who have been inllie habit of visiting at 
the British Residency and are supposed to look up to the British Government 
lor supjiort, affords a melancholv but unquestionah'le jtroof of the disposition 
to w’hich 1 have alluded, w hich has been ascribed to him by all my predecessors 
in office since Ins Excrlleiiey’s accession to the Musnud, and which I have 
labomcJ by every conciliatory method, though hitherto unsuccessfully, to 
conect. 


Bengal Polilicrl 
(’niiMiltationt-, 
Itt May 

Li'ttvr 

from hi at 

LiuLhow, 


I have, &c. 

Ilis Excellency the Vizier's (iamp, (Signed) 

2 d May 180 <S. 


.1. Bailmi'., 

Jtesidenl. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Detachment at Buddiee. t.i un 

from HcsiJcit! r.t 

1. I have the honoiu to acknowledge tltc receipt of your letter, l.•n(lcr date 
the 4th instant, the substance of which, with copies of its Bersian eiielosures, 
have been duly sul)miltc(l for the consideration of his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. As no complaints of disaffection or rebellion on the part of Oopndhea 
Moluin Loll have hitherto been preferred to his Excellency by the Aumil of 
Bertanbghnr, his Excellency was averse to authorizing the measures of rigour 
against that person which are suggested in your letter to my addiess, on tli • 
ground of Zalim Sing’s representation alone, which, as his Excellency very 
justly observed, might be attributed to pers(nial motives ; but, on a I’nrther 
and more mature consideration id' the remarks which I ofl'ered on thi-s occa- 
sion, 
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Bengal Political 
CoDsultationa, 
16 May 1808 . 

Letter 

from llesident at 
Lucknow. 


sion» his Excellency has been induced to concur in opinion with you, regarding* 
the expediency of reducing the power of Mohun Loll, by requiriojg the sur-* 
rentier of his several fortresses and guns, and by eventually depriving him of 
the means of exciting commotion or rebellion. 

3i His Excellency has afccordingly authorized and directed his Aumil to 
make the necessary requisition to Mohun Loll for the surrender of his fortresses 
and guns without any delay ; and in the case of his failure to comply with 
this requisition, the Aumil has been directed to apply for your aid fd enforce 
the surrender and to insure the demolition of the forts. 


4. The enclosed mandate from his Excellency to Rajah Newaz Sing is trans* 
mitted open for your perusal and guidance ; and you will be pleased to transmit 
the letter to Newaz Sing, and subsequently to adopt such measures, in concert 
with that Aumil, for the reduction of the power of Mohun Loll, as may appear 
to you to be advisable. 

5. With a reference to the recent statements and professions of Zalim Sing, 
his Excellency the Vizier has with great justice observed, that the existence of 
the fortress of ‘ Buddree in its present condition, after having been formerly 
razed to the ground, and the repeated complaints, not only of the present and 
every former Aumil of the district, but also of the several Zemindars and 
Talookdars in the neighbourhood of Buddree, whose villages and lands have 
been constantly the scene of 2Salim Sing’s depredations and extortions, afford 
the clearest and most satisfactory proof of the utter falsehood of his statements 
and of the insincerity of his present professions. 


6. That, if it had never been the wish of Zalim Sing to rebel against the 
authority of his sovereign, to withhold the payment of his revenue, or to 
oppress the neighbouring Zemindars, there could be no occasion for the origi- 
nal construction of so strong a fortress as that of Buddree, nor more particularly 
for the repairs and increased strength of that fortress, subsequent to its reduc- 
tion and dismantlement by the assistance of the British troops. ^ 

7- That, if the professions of Zalim Sing on the present occasion be sincere, 
he can have no hesitation in surrendering his fortress into your hands for the 
purpose of its demolition, in common with all the other strong holds in the 
district, not one of which should, in his Excellency’s judgment, be permitted 
to remain ; and that, on the condition of his surrendering his fortress and 
giving security for the payment of his balances of revenue and for his future 
s^bnujiwipn and good conduct, he may still continue to inhabit his village, and 
i the legal rights and privileges of a Zemindar, in common with the 
||:£xcellency’s peaceable subjects. 



the whole, there appears to be no ground of justice in favour of, 
and eilii^lj^und of expedience against, an arrangement, on this occasion, with 
Zalim SinR which shall leave him in the possession of Buddree ; and accord- 
ingly his Excellency desires that you will consider the evacuation and demo- 
lition of the fortress of Buddree to be the first and most important object of 
the operations of the detachment under your command. 


9. I indulge a confident hope, founded on the report of your conversation 
with Zalim Sing, that he will be induced to surrender the fortress of Buddree 
without any effusion of blood, and that the surrender of that fortress will lead 
to the evacuation of those possessed by Ajoodheah Bukbsh and Mohun Loll, 
and to the satisfactory settlement of the district. 


.^^’u ^ Vizier has repeated his orders to Rajah Newaz Sing 

for the immediate attendance of that Aumil in your camp, and has censured 
iiira in severe terms for his delay, as well as for his inattention to the object of 
ensuring your regular supplies. His Excellency’s mandate upon this subject to 
tiie Aumil IS also enclosed, for your perusal and transmission to Newaz Sing. 

I have, &c. 

His Excdlency the VizOT's Camp, (Signed) J.Baiiua, 

7th April 1808 ; Reiident- 
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DcMgal Political 
Consultations, 
16 May 1808. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 

2. That an officer of your approved ju^ement and discretion, employed in 
the reduction of a fortress and suppression of a refractory Zemindar, should 
have encouraged that Zemindar to hope for your support in resisting the autho- 
rity of the Aumil, or should have had any friendly intercourse with the Zemin- 
dar in question, till security for the surrender of his fortress and the payment 
of his revenues had been obtained, to your own satisfaction and to that of the 
Aumil, are circumstances in my mind totally incredible, and which 1 have no 
doubt of your being able to refute in the most satisfactory manner. 

3. The object of your personal visit to Zalim Sing in the fortress of Buddree, 
as reported in your letter of the 4th instant, was doubtless the laudable purpose 
of inducing him to surrender his fort, and to conduct himself as a peaceable 
subject of the Vizier's Government, without requiring, on your own part, the 
measures of coercion and rigour which you were instructed ultimately to adopt ; 
and the conversation between you and Zaliip Sing which is reported by his 
Excellency’s news-writer, must, 1 conclude, have been subsequent to a promise 
of the immediate surrender of Buddree, or must have no foundation in truth. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Troops before Buddree. 

Sir: 

1. In transmitting' to you the enclosed translations of documents which I have 
recently received from his Excellency the Vizier, I cannot avoid expressing 
my confident hope and belief, that the statements which they contain are either 
totally unfounded or have been very greatly exaggerated. 


4. The reported violence of your treatment of the Hircarrahs of Rajah 
Newaz Sing must also be destitute of foundation, or must have proceeded on 
satisfactory proof of a degree of treacherous conduct on their part, which ren- 
dered their immediate punishment indispensable to the success of the operations 
under your guidance. 

5. I solicit the favour of an early communication from you of all the circum- 
stances which have led to the statement of the Vizier’s news-writer, with the 
view of enabling me to satisfy his Excellency of the inaccuracy of those state- 
ments, and to require from his justice the severe censure, or punishment, of the 
author of such injurious reports. 


1 have, &c. 


His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, 
12th April 1808. 


(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 
Resident* 


Translation qf a Paper of Intelligence from Rajah Newaz Sirig*s 

Pergunnah qf Issoulie, dated 9th Suffer, 1223 Hijeree / received from 
Viuer the 11/A April 1808. 


thd Intelligence from 
the Rajah Newaz Sing’s 
Camp. 


A letter directed to Rajah Newaz Sing arrived from his Dewan, Adjoodea 
Persaud, in Behar, stating that Colonel Gregory with another English gentle- 
man went to the gate of the fort of Buddree, belonging to Zalim Sing, and 
were met by a man named Mohkum (the Vakeel of Zalim Sing), who presented 
five rupees as a nuzzer, which the Colonel refused, and said that his master 
was ready to pay his kists to the Sircar ; that the Colonel then leaving his horse 
at the gate went into the fort, and was met by Zalim Sing with a nuzzer •, 
that he embraced Zalim Sing and seated him upon a chair. Zalim Sing pre- 
sented a horse which the Colonel declined to accept. Zalim Sing then pre- 
sented a Persian paper which the Colonel put into his pocket, after which two 
gold mohurs were sent as a nuzzer from the zenanah, which the Colonel 
accepted. Zalim Sing then represented that he was occupied in the marriage 
of one of his daughters, and begged the Colonel would give him a berah paun, 
which the Colonel did, and told him to celebrate the marriage in security, for 
that the designs of the Aumil should not be permitted to succeed. After this 
the Colonel got up, when Zalim Sing fell at his feet. The Colonel consoled 
him, and told him to make known Ws wishes to Summer Sing, the Subadar, 
who had been with him before, and that the said Subadar would make the 

F Colonel 
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Bengal Political Colonel acquainted with them. The writer further observed, that this being 
Coiiwltati^, thg gtatg gf things^ tj,e Rajah’s early presence was necessary. In answer the 
16 May 1808. ^ qyjgj^iy arrive, and that the Dewan must continue 

intciiijronoefrotn to furnish all supplies which might be wanted, so that no inconvenience should 

Rajah Newas &*ng 8 be experienGcd by the British trooj)s. 

Cainp* , 

Translation of another Paper of Intelligence^ dated the 1 0/.V. 

A letter arrived from Ajoodhea Persaud, stating that Sheo Loll, Jemmadar 
of the Rajah’s Hircarrahs, went towards Bnddree in search of wells, and was 
informed by an Aheer of IhuUIrcc that the Rajah Zalim Sing had caused them 
all to be filled up upon hearing of the approach of the English troops. 
Mohkum Sing and Duneah Sing, Vakeels of Zalim Sing, represented to 
Colonel Gregory that the abovementioned Hircarrah was inquiring into the 
state of the fort, &c. : upon this the Colonel was very angry, and sent a 
message to Ajoodhea Persaud to discharge him. Afterwards the Vakeels 
represented that four Hircarrahs of Newaz Sing who were with the Colonel 
carried information of their coming to camp, an(l of other occurrences, to 
Ajoodhea Persaud, the Rajah’s Dewan. Upon hearing this the Colonel beat 
them very much and turned them away. The letter also stated, that Zalim 
Sing had sent his family with* four elephants and his goods, under a guard of a 
hundred and fifty foot and fifteen horse, towards the Jumna, in the English 
territory; in consequence of which circumstances an advantageous settlement 
of the district did not appear to be probable, unless the Rajah should speedily 
arrive, when possibly something might be done. 

In answer the Rajah wrote that he would come quickly. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Detachment at Behar. 

from Resident at 

Lucknow. • 

] . I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several despatches 
noted in the margin, the contents of which have been submitted to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier. 

2. The cvactiation of the fortress of Buddree is highly satisfactory to his 
Excellency, who approves of the terms which were granted by you to Zalim 

,:jM|t8uming of course, that you have obtained ample security for the 
the balances of revenue which were due by that person, and for 
his futtire Submissive conduct. 

3. I solicit your acceptance of my congratulations on the surrender of the 
fortress of Buddree in a manner so satisfactory, with a reference to the public 
concerns, and so creditable to your own management ; and I augur from this 
success, the speedy evacuation of all the other forts in the district, in an 
equally satisfactory manner. 

4. The Vizier’s positive orders have been issued to the Aumil of Pertaubghur 
for the immediate destruction of Buddree, and of every other fortress or ghurry 
which may hereafter be surrendered to, or taken by, the troops under your 
command, and made over to the Aumil ; and I suggest the propriety of your 
adopting every measure in vour power, to ensure the complete execution of his 
Excellency’s orders on this point. 

5. With a reference to the vague and unfounded reports of your proceedings 
in the fortress of Buddree, and of your violence towards the Vizier’s Hircar- 
rahs, which were stated in the akhbars from Pertaubghur, I have not failed to 
represent in strong terms to his Excellency the improper conduct of his news- 
writers, and to suggest the necessity for their punishment in an exemplary 
manner, to deter others from inventing or circulating similar injurious reports. 

6. The 

* Dated the 16lh, lyUi and 21st April 1808. 
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6. The disavowal of the ti uth of those reports by a written instrument under 
the seal of Rajah Newaz Sing or his Dewan, which was promised in your des- 
patch of the IQth instant, will serve to remove any doubt or hesitation in the 
mind of his Excellency, regarth’ng the justice of the punishment which I have 
suggested ; but for the present, 1 am sorry to observe that the unaccountable 
persistance of the Aumil, his Dewan, and of the news-writers, in asserting the 
circumstances of Zalim Sing’s having removed, not only the whole of his private 
property, but also the crops recently cut in his farms, and even the guns and 
stores in his fortress, for the purpose of evading the payment of his revenues 
and exciting future disturbances, and of his being generally supported in those 
measures of opposition to the Aumil’s authority by a Subadar or the detachment 
under your command, affords some ground of hesitation, on the part of his 
Excellency, in complying with my suggestions, till a fuller investigation shall 
take place. 

7. In reply to the arzee of Zalim Sing, which was conveyed by your des- 
patch of the 19th instant and presented by me to the Vizier, his Excellency 
requests you to inform him, that after the payment of his just balances of reve- 
nue, for the liquidation of which his security must have been given to you, and 
after the destruction of the fortress of Buddree and the surrender of his guns 
and military stores, he is at liberty to reside in the district, and to retain the 
possession of his villages at a reasonable yearly assessment, and that all future 
complaints of oppression or exorbitant demands by the Aumil shall be regularly 
and strictly redressed. 


Hciigai Foliticnl 
(^)iigultations, 
10 May 1808. 

LetU'r 

from Itesident at 
Lucknow. 


8. On the subject of your despatch of the ^Ist instant, which 1 received only 
this day, and immediately submitted to the Vizier, t have not hitherto obtained 
a communication of his Excellency’s sentiments; but I have no hesitation in 
assuring you, that the object of the reported sale of Ruddree by the Aumil to 
Oopudhea Mohun Loll, if that circumstance be true, has been anticipated, by 
the positive orders of the Vizier for the destruction of the fortress in question, 
and tnat the adoption of similar measures, with a reference to all the other forts 
in the district, must necessarily frustrate the improper views of the Aumil, if 
he really entertain the views which are assigned to him in your despatch. 


9. In consideration of the advanced period of the season and of the circum- 
stances which are stated in your letter, 1 have suggested to his Excellency the 
necessity of limiting the further services of your detachment, for the present, 
to the capture or evacuation of the forts of Sumunpore and Corah, in the dis- 
tricts of Behar and Dalamow ; and having every reason to expect the Vizier’s 
acquiescence in my suggestions, I request that you will be pleased to%Qif)iAder 
the possession of those forts as the only remaining object of your operHUoi^ 

I have, &c. * ^ 

His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

26th April 1808. Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Troops in Behar. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of niy despatch to your address, under date 
the 26th instant, I have now the honour of informing you, that his Excellency 
the Vizier has most readily acquiesced in my proposal for the return of your 
detachment to their cantonments, after the capture or evacuation of the forts of 
Sumunpore and Corah ; and that his Excellency’s orders to his Aumil have 
been'issued to this effect, with an additional express injunction for the Aumil’s 
regular attendance upon you, and his affording you the fullest information on 
every subject which you may refer to him. 

2. The Aumil has been further instructed to require and obtain the sur- 
render of all the forts in the possession of Oopudhea Mohun Loll, who is 
supposed to be submissive to his authority, and the forts of Buddree, Sumun- 
pore, and Corah, as well as those of Mohun Loll, are directed to be immedi- 
ately destroyed. 

3 . If 


Lctt(?r 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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3. If the Aurail prove dilatory or negligent in the execution of those com. 
inands, the Vizier has assured me that he will call him to a severe account, and 
that the British troops shall not be required to undertake anv further operaUons 
in the district with a reference to Oopudhea Mohun Loll, whom the Aumu 


has reported to be submissive. 

4. I solicit the favour of your causing the enclosed mandate from his Ex- 
cellency to be delivered to Rajah Newaz Sing, and 


1 have, &c. 

His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) 

29th April 1808. 


J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter be sent to the Military 
Department, in continuation of the reply to the reference of the 4th April 
from that department. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe 31st October 1808. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretaryto Government, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir : 

I deem it to be my duty to transmit to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have addressed to Major-General St. Leger, commanding the troops 
in the held, together with copies of the documents which are referred to in 
that letter, and also a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Judge 
and Magistrate of the zillah of Elahabad. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

iVth October 1808. Resident. 


To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpore. 

Sir : 

1. 1 have the honour of transmitting for your information, the enclosed 
copie»;Of letters which 1 have received from Major O’Donnell, commanding 
tbp troops at Fertaubghur. 

2. Applications, in the terms suggested by Major O’Donnell, have been 
made to his Excellency the Vizier and to the Judge and Magistrate of Eiaha- 
bad ; and though I regret the necessity of again employing a train of artillery 
in the neighbourhood of the district of Fertaubghur, 1 am satisfied of the 
expedience of that measure, and I have every reason to believe that it will be 
productive of the most salutary edects. 

3. The strength of the mud forts in the district of Kewaee,and the force of the 
insurgents and defaulters in that quarter, are reported to me to be very 
inconsiderable ; and I indulge a well-grounded hope, that the appearance of 
the intended reinforcement from the post of Fertaubghur, attended by a 
battering train from Elahabad, will preclude any further resistance on the part 
of the rebellious Zemindars, and be productive of the permanent tranquillity 
of that portion of the Vizier’s dominion& 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

17th October 1808. Resident. 


To 
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To C'ajitain J. Baillte, Resilient at Lucknoiv. 

•Sir : 

1. In coutitniation of the information conveyed in my letter to yon, under 
date the Q5th ultimo, I am extremely sorry to inform you that Captain Harriott 
has failed in his endeavours to settle matters amicably between the Aumil, Sir- 
must Klian, and the refractory Zemindars, as will appear by the enclosed copy 
of a letter received from that ofHcer last night ; in consequence of which I 
have this day made application to the commanding officer in the field for bat- 
tering guns and mortars, to enable me to move out with all the troops tliat can 
be spared from the duties of this post, for the purpose of levelling the whole 
of the small forts in the Handeeal) district, said to amount to fourteen in 
number ; and 1 trust, Sir, you will use your influence with his Excellency the 
Vizier to issue sucli orders as may ensure the efiectual destruction of them with- 
out delay, as it is my intention not to remain a moment longer at any of them 
tiuuj what may be absolutely necessary. I beg leave to mention here, that 
when my corps was against Buddree a few months ago, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, the men were three complete days without grain 
of any sort, which caused great distress to them, as well as to the small detach- 
ment of cavalry then in camp, owing to the shameful neglect of the Aumil. 1 
must, therefore, intreat your taking effectual steps, on the present occasion, to 
ensure that attention from the Aumil of Handeeah which is directed towards 
us in every instance by his Excellency the Nawaub, but rarely attended to. It 
might also be attended with convenience to the troops to have an order sent to 
Newaz Sing, the Aumil of this district, to supply our camp, in the event of 
•Sinnust Khan not being able to do so amply. 

2. By the accompanying extract from a letter of Captain Harriott’s, you will 
perceive that the rebels have houses, &c. within the boundary of the Company’s 
territory, where they retire with their families, property, &c. whenever a force 
inarches against them, which they may not deem themselves able to hold out 
against: and no doubt this will be the case if I move out against them, for 
they will come back again, to a certainty, on the return of my detachment into 
cantonments, unless you will have the goodness to address the Magistrate at 
Elahabad upon the subject, and by that means have the persons and property 
of such people seized and made over to the Nabob’s Aumil. 

I have, &c. 

I’crtaubghur, (Signed) H. O’Donnell, 

13th October 1808. Major, commanding at Pertaubgbur. 


To Major H*. O’Donnell, commanding at Pertaubghur. 

Sir : 

In my last letter, dated the Jth instant, 1 expressed the most sanguine hopes 
that every dispute between the Zea\indars, Seetul Persaud and Noreith Sing, 
with the Aumil, would have been speedily and amicably adjusted } but I am 
now sorry to be under the necessity of informing you that there is no chance 
of these people submitting without strong coercive measures. 

From the 5th to the 8th, Seetul Persaud attended the Cutcherry of the 
Aumil, and also at my tent, when every encouragement was held out to him by 
the Aumil. and myself to settle matters amicably, and he continued to promise 
every thing ; but on the evening of that day he took himself off, and sent a 
message to the Aumil, saying he would not pay his arrears or give up his ghurry. 
On this open declaration 1 proposed to the Aumil to march on next morning 
and encamp close to his ghurry ; but the Aumil wishing to try what another 
day would do, sent the day before yesterday an Hircarrah with a message ; 
but on the approach of the Hircarrah to the ghurry they threatened to fire 
on him. 

In the evening, at the request of the Aumil, I sent a company, under the 
command of Lieutenant Randall, to take post opposite the gateway, but with- 
out the reach of their matchlocks, with orders to plant as many sentries as he 
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Bengal PoUiM could to his right and Jeft, and to intercept all people coining from or going fo 
Comulwioat, the ghurry. As soon as the people in the ghurry perceived Lieutenant Ran- 
si Oct. i«06, grgjj several matchlocks at them. About an hour before day- 

T ^tw r fiom break I joined Lieutenant Randall with the remainder of the detachment, and 
Csptaia Harriott, at day-break the AumiPs troops and guns arrived and took post opposite the 
gateway, the door of which is of planks and was fully exposed to our view, 
and appeared so slight as to be easily demolished. Nine shots were accordingly 
fired from the AumiPs guns, but they went so wide of the mark that I made 
them desist. 

The Aumil is now collecting materials to erect a batteiy, or rather to form 
Some cover for the men from the matchlocks, and intends to-night to advance 
his guns to within a couple of hundred yards of the ghurry, and has stationed 
parties of his troops round the place to prevent any supplies going into it. 
The ghurry is very small and nearly square, with a bastion at each angle, and 
has only a single wall, and that apparently very thin ; but the AumiPs guns 
being only six-pounders, and very ill supplied with ammunition, they would 
not be able to effect a breach in the wall, and therefore I intend, if possible, to 
demolish the gate and open around that way, though I have very little de- 
pendance on the Aumifs troops storming the place, even should they be so 
ibrtunate as to knock down the gate. Eight or ten fellows from the ghurry 
came out about an hour ago, and attacked a party of nujeebs belonging to 
the Aumil posted near the ghurry : they were, however, beat back ; but one 
of the AumiPs men, I am sorry to say, received a severe wound in his foot 
from a matchlock ball. The Aumil having represented to me that there are 
three or four ghurries in the district which it will be impossible to reduce with- 
out the aid of battering guns and a couple of howitzers, 1 think it my duty 
to report it to you ; and if 1 may judge from the resistance making by about 
fifty men in the small ghurry we are now before, and from the little dependence 
to be placed in the AumiPs troops, I conceive that a reinforcement, accom- 
panied by some guns, or a couple of howitzers, will be absolutely necessary to 
restore the peace of the district. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. F. Harriot, 

Camp near Handeeah, Captain, commanding a detachment> 

10th October 1S08. second battalion 12th Regiment. 


^^t^n^Harriott” ^ I'CttcT t'cccvoed from Captain Harriott, dated tfie 3d October 1808. 

I think it necessary to mention here, that one cause of the difficulty attend- 
ing the collections of this district (Handeeah) is its being entirely surrounded by 
the Company’s territory, where, upon any alarm, the Zemindars send therr 
families, &c. and retire themselves ; and I am informed that, should I shew 
any determination to use force, the)' will instantly fly into the Company’s terri- 
tory, and by that means evade paying their rents, as they leave their ghurries 
to be defended by their adherents : 1 should, therefore, think that a represen- 
tation to the Magistrate of the district would remedy the evil complained of, 
and might be the means of securing the persons of the defaulters. The 
district above alluded to is in the collection of Elahabad. The family 
of Seetul Persaud is now in the village of Murdapore, about a coss from this, 
in the district of Elahabad ; and that of Noreith Sing is at a village called 
Mowyah, in the same district, where he himself flies on any alarm. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To W. T. Smith, Esq., Acting Judge and Magistrate, Zillah Elahabad. 

Sir: 

1. 1 have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed extract from a 
letter which I have recently received from Major O’Donnell, commanding the 
troops at Pertaubghur, together with a copy of the extract to which that 
letter has a reference; and I suggest to you the urgent necessity onf your 
adopting efficient measures for the seizure of all defaulters from the Vizmr's 
Government, who may take refuge in the district of Elahabad. 
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2. Tbe povr^t which is thus afforded to the ViziePs subjects of eVadtog the Bragai fUttioii 
payment of their revenue by retiring withhi the Compi^s dbaimiona« it one . 

of the principal causes of the necesM^ f<v extonrive mifltey ^funratmal miiler- ' 
taken by the British troofM to 9 udll insumsotions in tihis eduntiy; 

i have* fte. 

Lucknow, (S^ed) > J. BanAw, . 

17 tli October 1808. iMidmt 

Ordered, That the Resident at . Lucknow be inibrniCd Biat tlie 
Honourable the Governor-General in Gouncfl approves the siMKeltien eon- 
taineii in his letters to Major-General St. Legmr and the Mii^^stiate of 
Elahabad. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Tke 28//i November 1808. 

To N. B. EJmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Govermnent, &c. &c. Ac. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for tbe notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed extracts from 
despatches which 1 have received from Major O’Donnell, commanding the 
station of Pertaubghur, detailing the operations of his detachment for the Sup- 
pression of the late disturbances in Kewaee, and for the restoratibn of the 
Vizier’s authority in that district. 

2. The gallantry and complete success of the assault of Pathur Suraee, and 
the consequent evacuation of no less than seventeen forts of considerable 
strength in the course of a few days, are highly creditable to the militaiy 
talents of Major O’Donnell, and to the courage and conduct of the troops 
under his command. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

9th November 1808. Resident. 


Bengal Politicti 
Consultationtg 
28 Nov. 1808 . 
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Extract from a Letter from Major O'DonwUt doAed Irl November 1808. 

Major O’Donnell* 

1 have the honour to inform you* that marching from BuUeepore tins morn- 
ing, I found the small fort of Seeadee, which 1 intended to attack, had been 
evacuated in the course of the night, and the garrison had reinforc^ that of 
Pathur Suraee. 1 proceeded immediately to invest the latter. I opened the 
battery at nine A. M., and finding tbe breadi practicable, at one P. M. I 
ordered three companies to storm the place, in which I have the pleasure to 
say I was completely successful. Every man found in the garrwon was put to 
death, and those that attempted to escape were cut up by the cavalry who 
surrounded the enemy. It is so late that 1 am prevented from sending a more 
particular account of the business, Imt will inform you tbe casualties^ &e. &c. 
to-morrow. 

I have just heard that Lieutenant Jerraue* of tbe PioMeni, is dangercitriy 
wounded. 


Extract from a Letter from Mi^or (yDomelj, dated ^Nooem^X^Ott. 

Having received intelligence, on my late march, that the fort of Seeadee, 
which was the first object of my attention, bad bran evacnated dnrit^ tire 
night, 1 proceeded at once to tl» next Pathur Sura^ distant about a 

fade and a half, and to which tbe garrison of Seeadee bad retired. On recon- 
nortering it 1 found sufficient cover to justify an immediate attack, without 
wuting to erect a r^lar batte^, as there were no cannon in tiie place : and it 
being also the opinion of tbe dlber commanding the artillery that a practicable 

breach 
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St 

Bengal P<^c»l breach might be mad© in the courtic of the day, •! determined fo lo.^ no lime 
iumU commencing the attack by breaching at the gateway. Tltis determination 
^ . ■ I formed, from having constantly observed that tltese refractory Zemintlars, 

LettCTfroa although without proi^et of effectual resistance, generally wait in their forts. 

Major O’Donnell, until ttie assault is about to take place, and then, under cover of the night, 
make their escape with impunity. I therefore set out with an intention of 
making a prompt and serious example in the first instance, as likely to be not 
only most efS;ctual, but also to tend to the security of the detachment in the end. 
Besides, I conceived all negociation to be at an end, when the garrison had not 
only refused a recept summons from Captain Harriott’s party, but also fired 
upop tlixmi, and would not admit me to proceed near the ghurry on my ai rivuL 

As the two eighteen.pounders, supported by four companies of Sepoys and 
the advanced guard, were proceeding to occupy the spot from wiience the 
breaching was to take place, a part of the garrison made tlieir escape from tiie 
ghurry. The remainder shewed an appearance of resistance ; and within a 
short time two squadrons of the Seventh Native Cavalry were stationed at tlie 
south and west faces of the fort, togellier with two sniping {)artics, wln't-h iiait 
considerable effect, by distracting the attention of the enemy in securing the 
battering party. 

After three hours the breach being considered practicable, three companies 
of Sepoys proceeded to the assault, two of which were desired to pass forward 
into the ghurrjr, while the third, in two divisions, scoured the ditch on each 
side. The resistance was obstinate, and an attempt was made by a part of tlie 
garrison to escape towards a jungle about half a mile distant, immediately on 
the storming party having arrived at tite breach; but tlte cavalry closing up ac 
the moment, cut off completely the escape of those who ventured on the j)lain. 
and I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the result was fully equal to my 
wishes. By all I can learn, very few escaped, and abont eighty of tiie relrels 
(including Budioo Sing, the head man of this ghurry, and who’ is said by the 
Aumil to be the most refractory Zemindar among them) were killed in the 
ghurry, or on the surrounding plain. This example, I have every reason to 
hope, will be attended with the best consequences, having just now been 
informed by the Aumil that Dobar, one of the strongest ghurries in the district, 
was evacuated during last night. Should this prove to be tlie case, I hope the 
detachment will not long be detained on tlie present service. 

It is a pleasing part of my duty to report my obligations to Captain Scaly 
and Lieutenants Tennant and Graham, of the Artillery detachment, for their 
promptness and execution jn the management of the guns, and to notice the 
good conduct of the artillerymen, in their cheerful steadiness under a very 
heavy fire of matchlocks, at a distance of four hundred yards from tiie fort and 
not above two hundred ;^ards from a redoubt in front of the gateway. My best 
thanks are due to Captain Harriott, to Lieutenants Kandall, Young,, and Ha- 
milton, and Ensign Campbell, and to the nati\’c officers and men composing the 
storming party. In the execution of this duty, Lieutenant Hamilton has been 
severely wounded j and I have also to mention with thanks the gallantry and 
zeal of Lieutenant Jeremie, commanding the Pioneers, who, I am sorry to add, 
received a dangerous wound while advancing with the ladders. lam gicatly 
indebted to Major Knox, commanding the seventh Regiment of (Javahy, for his 
aid and advice during this service, as well as for the judicious disposition of li.is 
regiment yesterdapr, and to the officers and men of that corps, for tlieir decisive 
and active execution of his orders. 

I have halted -to>(^, and directed that one of the bastions in Patliur Siiraee 
shall be blown up wifti powder which has been found in the ghurry. A party 
ef the Pioueecs also, beep sent to recover as many eighteen-^pounder sliot as 
possible, and a small reward offered for such as may be brought in. 

It is my intention to proceed tonnorrow against Jorawn, a fort which, from 
all accounts, is surrounded by jungle, and only accessible at one angle. It is 
considered among thfe strongest in the district. 


Rtltwi 
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E^lracl from a Letter from Major 0* Donnelly dated the Sd Novembet' 1808. 

. In continuatien of my despatch of yesterday, I have the pleasure to acquaint 
you that the detachment under my command marched this mornini; to Jorawn. 
On. my arrival there, I found that the enemy had evacuated it in ilie course of 
the night. It is a compact fort and strongly situated in a close thick jungle of 
luabool trees. From thence I marched on to Dobar, about a coss further, and 
this ghurry also has been evacuated. It is not so strong as the former, bnt is 
also surrounded by jungle, and appears to have been the principal residence of 
iiungram Sing, the chief iniin among the rebels. There are furnaces and appa- 
ratus in it for casting cannon ; and 1 have just now received intelligence that 
Sungram Sing, Setul Funsaud, and Noreith Sing, with two guns and about thirty 
adherents, were seen yesterday at the village of Shorajepore, in the zillah of 
Mandah, sotibah of El'aiiabad. This information is further confirmed by the 
circumstance that two guns with an elephant passed two days ago with the 
encampment of the light companies of the 26th Regiment, proceeding to 
Benares. 

The example recently made appears to have struck terror throughout thi.s 
district ; and I am convinced no further resistance will be made, although I 
have not yet ascertained that all the ghurries are in the Aumii’s possession. 1 
propose to march to-morrow towards Lutchagluir, a fort on the banks of thj 
Ganges from whence the rebels have freqtiently plundered boats in their passage 
on the river; and so soon as I have delivered to tlie Aumil tlie remaining 
ghurries, it is my intention to return with the detachment to cantonments, 
because the Aumil has received positive orders from his lligluiess the Nawaub 
Vi/ier to level the different ghurries, and it would occupy too much time, 
without any adequate advantage, if the detaclinicnt remained to see them 
destroyed. 


Extract froni a Letter from Major O'Donnell, dated the 5 th November 1808. 

Having completed the service for which I was ordered to march with the 
detachment, by delivering over the refractory ghurries in the* district of 
Kewaee to the Aumil of his Highness the Nawaub Vizier, I have now the 
honour to acquaint you, that it is my intention to march towards cantonments 
to-morrow morning. 1 have desired Captain Sealy to return to Elahabad at 
the same time with a sufficient party to escort the train, and directed him, 
after his arrival in garrison, to despatch the company of Pioneers to Cawnpore. 
Lieutenant Jereraie being unable to travel, will remain at Elahabad until 
suiliciently recovered to rejoin his corps. 

Before concluding this despatch, I am anxious to submit the particular 
reasons which induced me to adopt prompt and decisive measures in the com- 
mencement, instead of proceeding by an attempt at a negociation between 
each Zemindar and the Aumil of the district, and I trust they will meet with 
his Excellency's approbation. However unpleasant it was to my feelings to 
have determined on putting the garrison of Fathur .Suraee to the sword, and 
by disposing of the cavalry around the fort to prevent the possibility of any 
man escaping, yet it struck me forcibly that it was absolutely necessary to 
make an example in the first instance, not only to prevent this frequent recur- 
rence of disturbance and rebellion, but also because it would ultimately 
be the means of saving many lives on our own part. On these ideas I 
formed my plans, and determined to effect the business, if possible, in the 
course of the day, being convinced from much experience in the customs and 
ideas of these people, that they would do all the mischief in their power until 
we were ready to storm, and then expect to escape under cover of the night. 
Our success at Fathur Suraee has, I am thoroughly convinced, tended to the 
savirig of lives in the detachment, because the garrisons of the smaller forts 
would have collected in the others (many of which we have found on inspecting 
them capable of serious resistance), without our being able, on account of the 
jungle about them, to prevent the escape of the garrison, and might conse- 
quently have occasioned great lo8.s. 

H Previously 
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Previously to my arrival, Captain Harriott, by my orders, bad made tbtf 
tour of the district, and summoned the different refractory Zemindars to deliver 
up their forts to the Aumil ; but instead of paying any attention to this 8um<> 
mons, Captain Harriott's party was treated with insult and defiance. He was 
not permitted to go close to any of theghurries, but was frequently fired at, and 
in one instance was attacked near Jorawn by a party who, on his arrival'at 
ground of encampment, attempted to rush on the companies with drawn ^crdl^. 
and desisted only when the sepoys collected on the alarm being given and pre.* 
pared to charge them. At Pathur Suraee, more especially, the Zemindar, after 
receiving a written assurance that he might come into camp with safety, for 
the purpose of settling matters with the Aumil, refused, under the most frivo- 
lous pretences, to conclude any terms whatever. 

I have now the satisfaction to report, that the whole of the ghurries are 
delivered over to the Aumil, who has placed a party of his troops in each and 
is beginning to destroy them. I have ordered Captain Ryan to remain with 
two companies for a short time to see this business effected, to support the 
authority of the Aumil, and to maintain tranquillity in the district ; and I 
return to cantonments with the remainder of the troops, because the season is 
now commencing in which their exercise is to be particularly attended to. On 
this subject I am unusually anxious, because my battalion has, with very little 
intermission, been divided into detached parties for a long time past, and 
therefore been deprived of the advantage of regular exercise and discipline. 

Herewith I enclose an acknowledgment from the Aumil of the number of 
ghurries delivered to him, together with a list of them. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of you letter of the 9th instant, 
reporting the progress of the troops employed under the command of Major 
O’Donnell, for the suppression of the disturbances, and the complete success 
which has attended them. 

2. The Governor-General in Council desires you will signify to Major 
O’Donnell his Lordship’s high sense of the spirit and military skill evinced by 
himself and the officers and men under his command, and the concern with 
which his Lordship has learned that Lieutenants Jeremie and Hamilton have 
been severely wounded on this service. 

3. The surrender of the several ghurries held by the refractory Zemindars of 
Kewaee is very satisfactory to the Governor- General in Council ; but his Lord- 
ship cannot but lament the necessity (which has no doubt existed) of making so 
severe an example of the garrison in this species of warfare, when the degree 
of guilt on the part of the rebels is so uncertain and ill-defined. It is always 
with reluctance that the troops of the Company are employed on this kind of 
service, when, from the known defects of the Vizier’s Government, it is often 
highly probable that the disturbance has been occasioned by the afqiression 
and exactions of his Excellency’s officers, as much as by the turbulent and 
seditious spirit of the Zemindars; and it would certainly be a satiafaction to 
Government to know that the service could be performed without having re- 
course to measures of such extremity, as appear to have been necessary in the 
instance which has given rise to these remarks. 

4. The confidence which Government has in the character Majmr O’Don- 
nell, precludes the admission of the slightest idea, that any tliii^ but an entire 
^nviction of the necessity of the measure would have induced him to ad^t 
it ; and these observations are by no means intended to convey any censttie on 
that respectable officer. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmokstome, 

28tb November 1808. Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 6tk March 1809. 

Td N. B. Edmonatone, Esq., Secretaiy to GoveromenW &c. See. Sec. 

Sir: 

1. 'Die state of certaiii jaaters in tlie reserved territory of bit Excellency 
tbe Vizier, and the repeated applications which I have received from tlm 
holders of those jafien^ suggest the necessity of a reference to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 

2. Among the Jagierdars under the Vizier*8 Government, her Highness 
the Bhow Begum of Fyzabad, her Highness the younger Begum, Shums-oon 
Nissa, the Nawaub Mudar-ood Dowla, Tuhseen Alee Khan, and T^um- 
ool Hooseyn Khan, consider themselves as the dependants of the British Go- 
vernment, and as entitled to its protection and support. 

S. Disturbances have frequently arisen in the jagiers of both the Begums, 
and in those of Mudar-ood Dowla and Tuhseen Alee Khan, whose revenues have 
been withholden by their landholders, and who, in applying for my support, 
have nut hesitated to express their conviction that the Vizier was disposed to 
encourage, rather than to suppress, the disturbances iu their jagiers, and that 
no advantage could arise from their applications for assistance to his Excel- 
lency, unless supported by the influence and authority of the British Govern- 
ment at his court. 

4. On two very recent occasions I have deemed it to be my duty to call the 
Vizier's attention to the state of the elder Begum's, and the Nawaub Mudar- 
ood Dowla's jagier, and to point (niljo his Excellency the justice and neces- 
sity of his considering those lands in the same point of view with the other 
districts of his dominions, from which his ow'n revenue is derived, since the 
assignment of lands in jagier could not affect the paramount authority of the 
sovereign over the lands which were so assigned, and consequently the resis- 
tance of the landholder ' to the legal authority or just demands of the Jagier- 
dar could be viewed in no other light, with propriety, than as rebellion against 
the sovereign of the country and paramount ruler of tbe jagier. 

5. His Excellency the Vizier has invariably admitted the force of my argu- 
ments on this subject, and has frequently promised to take meaaurea for sup- 
))orting tbe authority of the Jagierdars and puuishing the refractory land- 
iiolders. But tlie adoption of these measures has been protracted from time 
to time, to the great injury of her Highness the Bhow Begum and of the Nawaub 
Mudar-ood Dowla, whose complaints in consequence to me have been so 
frequent, and apparently so just, that I deemed it proper to intimate to the 
Vizier my intention of employing a small portion of the British troops in his 
country for the suppression of the disturbances in those jagiers. 

“ 6. His Excellency seemed entirely averse to the adoption of this latter 
meissure, and would appear to be impressed with an idea that the employment, 
or even the movement of any portion of tbe British troops in his dominions, 
must l>e dependant on his own will or requisition exclusively, and cannot 
proceed under tbe authority of tlie Resident at his court without his previous 
concurrence and sanction. 

7. My conception of the nature of the alliance subsisting between the two 
states, and of the spirit of the third article of the Treaty of Cession, induces 
me to consider this question in a very difibrent Kght from that »i wbidi his 
Excellency bin viewed it ; and as tbe sacrifice or preservation of rights of 
the several Jagierdars whom 1 have noticed may depend on the dei^oii of the 
question, 1 have thought it my duty to submit it for the consideratiem of tbe 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, whose teotimeots and 
commands upon the subject I am sdidtous to be apprized of at the earliest 
practicable period of time. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailuz, 

'20th February 1809. Resident. 

To 
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Bengal Political To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Coniultations, 

6 IVTaich ld09. Sir : 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 

ultimo, on the subject of the disturbances occasionally arising in the lands 
*** composing the jagiers of their Highnesses the Bhow Begum and the younger 
Begum, and other persons considered to be upderthe immediate protection pf 
the British Government, and the disinclination of His Excellency the Vizier 
to permit the employment of the British troops for the purpose of quelling such 
disturbances ; submitting, at the same time, to the consideration of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, whether under the provisions of 
the third article of the Treaty of Cession, the British Government is not 
authorized to employ its troops for that purpose without his Excellency’s pre- 
vious sanction. 

2. The Governor-General in Council has received with great concern this 
report of the Vizier’s disinclination to admit the adoption of the same mea- 
sures for the suppression of disturbances in the lands of the Jagierdars that 
are pui'sued in the rest of the territories under his dominion, and entirely 
approves the representations which you had occasion to address to his Excel- 
lency on that subject. 

d. The Governor-General in Council, however, doubts the right of the 
British Government to employ its troops in the cases which you have stated 
without the concurrence of the Vizier, and apprehends that the provisions of 
the third article of the Treaty of November 1801 are inapplicable to cases of 
that nature, because the occurrence of such cases could not be supposed 
without injury to the character and credi^^of the Vizier, and could not, there- 
fore, have been contemplated in forming that article. 

4. The article in question provides that with a view to the effectual defence 
of the territories of the Vizier against foreign or domestic enemies, it shall be 
in the power of the Company’s Government to station the British troops in 
such parts of his Excellency’s dominions as shall appear to the said Govern- 
ment to be most expedient ; and consequently, in the execution of any service 
requiring a system of military operations, to regulate the movement of the 
troops according to the exigency of the occasion. 

5. The terms of this article presuppose some external attack, or some inter- 
nal commotion which may eventually take place, is expected, or has actually 
occurred j and the object of that article could not have been to provide against 
any disinclination on the part of the Vizier to authorize the employment of 
troops for the protection of his own dominions, since it would have been 
absurd to suppose that his Excellency could, under any circumstances, desire 
to encourage external attack or internal insurrection, without imputing to him 
a spirit of hostility and treachery towards his ally. The object of that article 
was to secure to the troops a latitude of action, applicable to any emergency 
of danger, unimpeded by the embarrassments which would probably arise, if 
his Excellency were allowed to regulate or influence the system of defensive 
arrangements or of military operations. 

6. Entertaining this construction of the third article of the treaty, the 
Governor-General in Council is reluctantly compelled to determine that, in the 
cases in question, no other measures are admissible than those of remonstrance. 
You will, therefore, lie pleased to renew your representations to his Excellency 
in the name of the Governor-General, and endeavour to convince his Excellency 
of the impolicy, as well as injustice, of countenancing disturbances within the 
lands of his Jagierdars, and of the danger to which the general tranquility of 
his country is exposed, and the injury which his reputation must sustain, by 
tolerating the prevalence of commotion within the limits of his own territories. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signeil) N. B. Edmonstome, 

6th March 1809. Chief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT 
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extract bei^al PQWjriCAL consultations, 

The Slst October 1^)9> 

To |he HttumiraUe LiuMdra, 

HpiUHifable Str : 

I have thd hdiiptir df submrtUi^ tojrcxir uptime tbe eocloM^ cef>id| of ki^rs 
da.ted Chp am iSth iastant, wbicb 1 have adwesieli to tfte commanding 
ofl^r of tlie ftdUsh tioops at ^crora, in coaipUia»ce with tko requisitioo of 
Im Eicenpac^ the Vizier. 

1 liave, &c. 

Liiduiow, (Signtd) J. Barauz^ 

ISth Odober 18091 ReaUeBl. 


B«iaayPoU(kat 
CoMvitationii, 
31 Oct. 180i. 

Letter ^ 
from UeeidcQt at 
Lucknow. 


To Major Bird, commaoding the Tioops at Secrora. 

Sir : 

1. In compliance with the requisition, of his Excellency the Vizier, I have 
the honour or transmitting for yoitr infbrmztion the enclosed c<q>y of an arzee 
received- from the Aineen of Nandparrh. 

9. If the statement of Roidiun Khan's proceedings, as contained »n tliis deco, 
ment, be connect, itkems Idvisable to lose no time in tequtring that person to 
desist fi-om warlike preparations, so manifestly improneir and unbecoming the 
condition of a subject ; and you VUt accordingly be pleased, after ascertaining 
tiie truth of the intelligence, to address a purwannah to Roshun Khan in the 
terms of this communication, and warning him of tlie fatal consequences to 
himself which must inevitably be produced by his persisting in conduct so 
improper. 

3. After receiving an anWer. from Roshun Khan, if his explanation do not 
prove satisfactory, yoti will be pleased to adopt the necessary measures, in con* 
cert with the Vizier's Ameen, for reducing the small fortress of Nandparra and 
disarming Ko^un Khan and his adherents. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) L Baillie, 

3d October 1809. Resident. 


Letter 

firotn Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Arxee qf Meer Mulunood AkCt Amen qf Nandparra, dated the 
96th September lSQ/9, 

At this time Roshun Khan, the Chaila of Mudar Buksh, has commenced his 
hostile preparatiems; The repairs of the fortress and ditch are proceeding 
ra|Hdly by bis md'ers^ and be is entertaining men every day. A thousand men 
f rom the bilts have been called to his assistance, and the manufacture of powder 
and cannon, and titiidEet*shot, as well as the purchase and deposit of grain in 
the fort, are piwoeeding with remarkable zeal. OutpoiUs and vid^tes have 
been estabKshed in all directions round tbe fort, the Ranee's property has bem 
removed,, it, and every thing ioojks like preparation for defence. 


Arzet 

ftotti the Aineen of 
Nandparra. 


Ob my’ieemtting the first itttel%eaoeef these proceedings, I summoned 
HeeraiL^ ibe agent of Roshun Kfaan, and cautionM bim a^inst die dai^peaa 
of aueb pRiocieditiga, which muat ultimately tend to their destruction. Beeca 
LoU ^dtended that the preparatiooa mere merdy against suitoundiisg 
dan;' who'iifia dw^ troublesome at this season ; but all this 1 know to bp fiiia#, 
and have..din»efoi«Aeefned it to be my duty to represent tbe matter to the 


presence ’ 


A true translation : 





(Signed) J. Baizuz, 

Kesidrat, 

To 



$0 
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Letter 

from XjNiUtoit at 
Irftddkew. 


To Major Btrd» commandiag tbe Tro(^ al; Seisi^V 

Sir ; *' 

1 . Since the despatch of my letter to vour addre^, under dfd;^ tfi# 3d ia^nt» 
authentic accounts have been received of the rebdiious 
Khan, possessor of the fortress of Nandparra, and have it^u^ me tp concur 
with bis Excellency the Vizier in the propriety, of cfxpeliii^ Bmditiii Khan 
from the fortress in question, and diapostesatng him of all the he 

has recently usurped in that quarter* * ; > . 

With this view, the whole of the disposable force of his Excellency the 
Vizier, consisting of a regular battalion of sepoys and six guns, with a con- 
siderable number of irregular cavalry and matchlock-men, under the control 
of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, Autnil of Khyrabad, has been oideted to. 
march without delay, and to cross the Gogra at the point nearest to the frontier 
of Nandparrn, where the Autnil has been directed to halt, for the purpose of 
communicating with you, and of receiving your instructions and commands on 
the subject of his future operations. 


3. Hukeem Mehdi has been instructed to procure and convey to j^pu,,the 
most accurate information regarding the situation and stretch, of the fortress 
of Nandparra, the nature of the access towards it, the most practicable mode 
of attacking it, and the number and efficiency of garrison, as wed as of the 
troops and adherents of Roshun Khan in the distHct at hugei He has been 
ftittber ihstmcted, with the view of securing the person of Roshirii Klimi and 
suppressing the disorders in Nandparra at once, if you deem thnmeasnm'lo be 
practicable, to advance to riae attack of Nandparra with tbe Vizier's iiixttalion 
and artillery alone, in the hope of inihicing Roshun Khan to hazard a general 
action, which the appearance of the British troops might prevedt* and ^us 
protract the accomplishment of the object. 


4. You will be pleased to receive and consider the communications of Hukeend 
Mehdi Alee Khan, and to report the result of your deliberation on the sub- 
ject of them with the least practicable delay, conveying at the same time your 
opinion regarding the practicability of the ciqptore of Nandparra, and sup^es- 
sion of the rebel Roshun Khan by the force of Hukeem Mehdi, with or with- 
out the assistance of the British troops under your command, and holding the 
whole of the disposable force at Buhramgauth and Secrora in readiness to pro- 
ceed to the support of the Vizier’s troops if circumstances render this measure 
advisable. 


5. If a furtlier reinforcement of the British fn>opa, or dtC aid of n battering 
train, be in your opinion required, you will, of course, convey that opinion, and 
the grounds of it, with the least practicable delay. * 


Lucknow, 
iGth October 1809* 


1 have, &C. 

(Signed) i.Baii*upi^ 

Resident 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Govenunent. 


To Captain BailHe, Resident at Lucknow. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your of 18th 

instaot, enclosing copies of the letters wliicfa, ot the reqtmfmis df bn ]^cel- 
lency the Vizier, you addressed to the officer cornnutniRng nt 
hint to adC0 measures for coercing the rebelKous Amnft Ifd to 

inform you that your proceedings on that oeexsiem unp aitii^ his 

Excellency Vice-R'csident in Conocn. 

I have, &c*"" / fs'K; 

Fort William, (Signed) C. 

31st October 1809* Acting Secretary to Govortolnent. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POITTIGAl. CGNSfCLTATIONS, 

Tkg Isa D^>cmier im. 

To Ills E^cc^^cy Lieutenant-General Hewetl^ , Tt6e*President, &c. &c. &c« 
lEIpnourable Sir: 

I |tave the bonpur of subinittiDg for ypur Encellency^e inforinirtion the 
encjbo^ oof^ of ahtter which I have this day addreaeed to ]Me|or-General 
St. Leger, commanding the troops in the Sddf tt^etber with copies of the 
documents which are referred to in that letter. 

' have* Ac.' 

Lucknow, (Signed) Bmimi, 

S8di November 1809. 


To Mi^<-Gienfnal Sb l4ger, Ac. &c. Ac*^ 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy^f a letter 
which I have this day received frooi Major Bird, commanding tlie troops at 
Nandparra, together with a c(^y of my despatch of this date Mldressed to that 
officer in reply. 

g. Migor Bird’s zeal for the public service, and his imperfect inibmudion 
regarding the strength of the fortress of Nandparra, would appear to have 
induced him to depart from foe spirit of my instructions under idate the l6fo 
uUim<v by advanci^ wifo aa inadequate force, and aufoorcfoig foe commence- 
numt of oostUe operations against the fort before the means of success were at 
his disposal. 

3. It does not, however, appear tliat any unpleasant effects can result from 
the advance of the detachment to Nandpprra } and on the contrary, the occu- 
pation of a position so near to the fort by the troops of his Excellency the 
Vizier and by the detachment under the command of Major Bird, will serve, 
at least, to kecq* foe rebels in check, and to preclude their rejuforceraent, or 
the admission of supplies into the fortress, till effectual measures can be 
adopted for its reduction. 

4. I suggest for your consideration the propriety of affording to Major Bird 
the assistance of a battering train with tiie least practicable delay f and as the 
relieving corps for the stations of Seetapore and Secrora may be expected to 
arrive at their destination before the 20th of the ensuing month, a reinforce- 
ment of infantry, to any extent which may be required, can be ordered from 
those battalions., 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (S%ned) J. Baillie, 

28th November 1809. Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir: 

I have foe honour to acquaint you, that I have this morning taken up a 
j|K>8ition before foe fortress of Nandparra, and, in foe act of reconuoitring, the 

f uns of foe fort opened upon us. From the most cofrect Icctdiiiformatioa tliat 
ca«i ohtair]^ Roshun Khan has hetween four and .6ve foousaod rebels armed 
in foe fort, and mheguns of difibrent calibre mounted qo foe walls. .Fmfo his 
commencing hostilities, his deformlnatkm to oppose is obvltms^iconowe it 
therefore advisable to make negnlar approaches against the fort, and. have 
(wdered Hukeem Mehdi Alee to prpoure the requisite materials for the con- 
stmetiun ef gfoions, &c. vr 

I am Sony to inform you, that the only gun in camp that could make any 
^pression on the fort at present, and belonging to Hukeem Mehdi Alee, burst 
this moniing, and 1 understand that several of his people have been severely 
wounded by the fire from foe fort. 


itoed nee. 

Letter 

ftmn ReeMeat at 
Lucknow. 


LeUer 

fh>m Rcfiidcnt at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Major Bird. 


Enclosed 



m * 







in 


to sur- 



l^nclo^ is, r(5l 
tefidolr up ilm person, t! 
which would have induced me to intercede, wit% hn Highness the Vizier for bis 

life.- - , •• *' , ■ 

Camp, Naodpat^* (Signed) J. BiRn> 

S6th November 1809« Major, commanding* 


To Majesr Bird, eommatidHig Gamp at Kandparra. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the ^th instant* ^ 

S. The information which you have now conveyed to me, regarding the 
strength of the fortress of Nandparra and the number of the rebel Roshun’s 
adherents in arms, is extremely diderent from the reports of Hukeem Mehdi 
Alee Khan to his Excellency the. Vizier, and seems further to be at variance 
with, the statements which are contained in your own despatches of the 
Sd and 17 th instant to my address. * 

3. The reduction of the fortress of Nandparra by the troops of his Highness 
the Vizier and the detacboMUt under your command, without tlie aid of a 
battering train, seems to roe to be totally impracticable ; and from a considera- 
tion of the repeated orders of the government with a reference to the ^ploy- 
ment of British troops against forts or other places of strength, ] deem it to 
be my duty to desire that you will suspend all operations of a nature calculated 
to endanger the credit or safety of the troops under your command, until 
effectual measures shall be adopted for ensuring the success of those operations, 
maintaining, at the same time, your present position in the neighbourhood of 
Nandparra, with the view of precluding the reinforcement of the garrison or 
the admission of supplies into the fortress. 

4. A co^ of this despatch shall be transmitted without delay to the cona- 
manding officer of the troops in the Held. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillib, 

^8tli November 1809. Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow* 


^ngai Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

19 Dec. 1809. 27/C IQ/A December 1809. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow, 


To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice-President 

in Council. 


Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subjet^ of my despatch, under date the 28th ultimo, 
1 have now the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency's mfevnaatitm, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have more recently addressed to Major- 
General St. Leger commanding the troops in the fkdd, together with cc^ies 
of the documents which are referred to m that letter, and also a cqiy of my 
letter of tbit date to the commanding officer of the at Lueknow- 

I hafve, &c. 

Lucknow, fSkned) J. Baiixie, 

4lh December 1809- Resit^at. 



CUBE PAPERS. » 

To Major-General St.Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field. Cawnpore. 

Sir: 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 
SOth ultimoi. with its enclosure, and 1 solicit vour acceptance of my cordial 
acknowle^ments for the readiness with which you have been pleasisd to 
comply with my suggestion on the subject of the militaiy operations’ against 
Nandparra. 

The enclosed are copies of letters, under date the Ist instant, which I 
despatched by express to the comman^g officers of i^tapore and Per- 
taubghur. 

3. Five complete companies of sepoys from ^e rej^ment on duty’at this 
station shall he holden in readiness to proceed with the battering tiain to 
Nandparra. immediatelyon its arrival at Lucknow* 

4. His Excellency the Vizier has most readily acquiesced in the arrangements 
for the reinforcement of the troops at Nandparra from this station and Seeta- 
pore, and has issued the most positive orders for the preparation of supplies at 
the different stages on the road, and of platform boats for the transportation 
of tlie troops across the Gogra. 

5. I have the honour ot transmitting for your ittfoniiation the enclosed 
copies of two despatches which I have reeendy received from Major Bird, 
tr^ether with a copy of a letter, of yesterday^s date, which Z addressed to 
that officer. 

1 hav^ &c. 

Lucknow, (ffigned) J. Baillie. 

2d December 1809< Resident. 

f.V 

To Major W. Raban, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir: 

1. Immediately on your receipt of this letter, I request that you will be 
pleased to detach a complete squadron of the third regiment of cavalry by the 
shortest route to Nandparra, in the district of Baraitch. The detachment to be 
employed against the fortress of Nandparra. 

2. His Excellency th eVizier has instructed his several Aumils to prepare 
supplies for the detachment, on its march by the route of Sooltanpore to 
Fyzabad and Secrora, and to have boats in readiness at Fyzabad for the 
purpose of its crossing the Gogra. 

S. I calculi on the junction of the squadron of cavalry with the troops 
encamped beliNre l^Ridparca within ten days from the date of your receiving 
this despatch. 

.1 have, &c. 

Lucknow. (S^ed) J. Baillie, 

1st December 1809. Resident. 


ToLieutenant-Cdonel Ms«Gtntti^,«^^ the Troops «t Seetapore. 

^ Sir: 

1. Immediately on your receipt of this letter,< ;T request f hat you will be 
pleased to proceed with the whole of the tro<^ under your command, except- 
ing such a detail as may be required fbr the protection of the cantonments, to 
reinforce the detachment under the command of Major Bird, whiiffi is encamped 
before the fortress of Nandparra in ^Mitcb, and to tesume the general com- 
mand of the i^rations against that fb^ess. 

2. His Excellency the Vizier haadirected bis Aumil of Khyrabad to prepare 
supplies for your detachment on its mardi to Nandparra, by the route of 
Buhramgauth, where boats will beboldendn qte<)iness for the purpose of your 
crossing the Gogra, 

K S. A detachment 


Bengal PoIMcal 
ConsuliatuHM, 
19 Dec. 1809. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



tW M when I ctkhiai jdio m 



Ac* 


Lucknpw, 

1st DecMHbor 1809.* 




-• • -’iieljpent.' 


advisy. 



1M;;ii|{Qte»£Bq^ Recent at Luckapw. 

Sir; ■ ■• ■ ■■ 

Since dta^li iDstant to your address, I, 

ble, onthe 27 th, tofiio^o fiwk Aepositiou l had ftaken upi _ 

the greet scarcity of water fcur the supply of my detachment and the c<^tiguity 
of an extensive jangle, wbidii int^ $ave rendered our silmtiou. hewdtosi m 
account of the numerous rebels who, 1 was informed, had basn disperaea there 
for the purpose of annoying our camp. I cpmequitntly took up my ^umi to 
the right of Huk^m Midiw't encampment, where I had aeawcely affived iirhen 
I was informed of theHukeem'S intention of moving to another pointiottf Ithwfr 
fore judged it e;mdiei^ to dkeot that Aumii to remaiii where be was till w>y 
further advice* To my Infinite auipriee, however, I found that he te little 
attention to it, dwogh my raotives had been. fidlyexplai»ed to him,' that^he 
moved his encampment considerably in my rear this morning. On expestobihig 
with him on the irregularly of such a proceeding, he could assign no satisfac- 
tory reason for such conduct* The consequence was, that the whsto of the 
encampment accompanied him, Soorul Sing excepted, who alone remamed on 
his ground until this evening, when that Rajah (whom I have to expnrem my 
satisfaction of, for the vigorous and active measurm puis^d by him since his 
arrival in camp, and who, iU fact, was the only chief, in my opinion, that 
appeared zealous in the caused was compelled, from being abandoned,, to join 
liukeem Mehdi’s camp, . withdrawing nis gups from a most important posi- 
tion, where a well directed fire had been kept up and a cb^ given to toe 
audacious, rebels in their various sallies from toe fort, and which position being 
thus deserted was immediately seized and destined by thorn. AU of these 
circumstances I was allowed to remain ignorant cw ty the Hukeem, who when 
called upon for an explanation, declared that he neither had a central or com- 
mand over any description of people out of bis own immediile otu^' and that 
little reliance or confidence could be reposed or oxpeOted Ihe dtoers. 




It is therefore painful to me, I5ir, to represent to you toe present situation of 
my detachment, which, tous dicni|»tano^1^^'Uiiur#^ly^ 
night, by the figorous necesnty <# dsdstiindy oh' slftilr, in order to 
maintain its present position, bygtotoitt^g ngai^ toe meditatoil attacks Of the 
numerous and surrOanding reWls. Tou will be pleased to communicate to 
me your fiiither directions imdckders pa the occasion wtto convonient deffiatcb. 

In drawing to • temdusion, >I cmuilil«r h; of ti^pbrtance to state to ydO, that 
considerable detachnupts the iji)!i|^^ have been .sent away 

for variotts purposes, wlthout|^kH a wl l il%^ eircumstaaee rtoooi Hukeem 

Mehdi Alee, by which tbe rada Jh^f a Junction with has 

beencon«deri^diid^|^h^i|ill^._.^^^^^ .v,., 


. _ , a Pantity of supplies &r 
ly lishils from Rodi^m;^^ at 


P^. It has jmte itoW^ dMttb to Mfkt 
pur camp from Ban^h fait 4^ (1 

lumoooia, who hai# ilt r i to^d iaiiiBctom to attlito ClW^iMly^^ .. 

Tbe anprtoonsion, themtod^ nf imib pd to«: toiiiptiiv my 

small dotedunopt Uyiognn totir wMi idtooii|llt.WnM|peGt^ conting to come 
detenninanon either onevway P «tom, iudups me to soM ypr torMp 
-attptioo p toe occasion. 

To 















liMv# tk# hMMiir to acknowlo^ the rtee^of 7 ^ df^diof ^ili 
ai»liia^: jw 4 ^ w roferonce totfae «eooo<t |lilii%ti^ ^ tm aolm^ 
iolbrefiiitioa I hod the pleisure to transmit ^014 mdat d$te ^le l!& 
insunt; reipectiiigNiadparra, end whet 1 had comiieuntcated in my dwpetch 
of the; fOtk iBf^4 J am pmAetly aware of the atatemeots ragar^og the 
fortress a^ the nomher of the idbel Roshun Khan^i adhereiils in sNos to be 
undoubted^ at vanaoce. which can alone be accounted for, Aopt my being 
deceived into a belief that the accounts received at the former j^ciods, both 
from Mofamood, the Ameeo, and the Hirkarrahs I had despatched from 
Secrora for the puipose of informaUou, mi^t have been cmrect, nor had I 
reason to entertain a different opinion <hi roe subject till my arrival before the 
fortress. 


The orders specified in your third paragraph, desiring me to suspend all 
operatibiia tliat mi^t endanger the credit or safety of the troops under my 
command, shall b| implicit^ Complied witbi T8e utmost exertions on my 
part shall not be wantii^, to maintain the present position of my detachment 
in the neij^bourhood of Nandparra : and as it would not be advisable to 
separate any part of it, for the puroose of praventing reinforcements in the 
garrison oraupplies into the fortress, 1 have direeted Hukeeni Mehdi Alee to 
detach an adequate force on the occasicli from his camp, and which he has 
promised to do, observing that during die day the measure might succeed, but 
at night is impracticable, on account of the secret bye-ways and footpaths 
leading to the fort foom the jungles. From the genm'al information, however, 
it would appear montfost that the rebels have immense supplies of all descrip- 
tions estifoiisbed within the fcwt ; but any further late reinforcements have not, 
1 believe, been dearly ascertained 


I have, &c. 

Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) J. Bird, 

doth November 1809> Major, commanding. 


To Mt^or Bird, commanding the Troops at Nandparra. 

Sir; 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
29 th ultimo, and 1 am concerned to learn that tlie conduct of Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Ithan has not deserved your approbation. 

2. My letter of the fiSth ultimo, and the orders of the general officer com- 
manding in the ffidd, under date the SOth ultimo, must have reached you ere 
this can arrive, mod will supersede the necessity of any further instructions for 
your guidance. 

d. Lieutenant-Cdoael MacGrath, with the whole of the force under bis 
command, wUi mardi from Seetaporeon the evening of the 2d instant ; and 
five companies of sepoys, from the regiment on dui^ «t this station^ will pro- 
ceed on the 4th instaotin charge of Uie battering tnm. 

4. A squadron of cavaliy has further been directed to join you from Pertaub- 
ghur with the least practicable dday } and it only remaiM tor you to maintain 
a position, either bm(»o or in the nefobfaourhood of Nandparra, and to confine 
yourself to defimrive operations until seinforeements and the battering hdin 
shall arrife* 

I heme, See, 

Enekftowi ‘ (ffigned) J.Bafnun* 

isf 1809- ‘ lUaident. 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel J. Cunninghame, oommanding the Troops 

at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

A battering train, consisting of two iron eighteen-pounders, one iron 
twelve-pounder, and one howitzer, being expected to arrive at this station 
from Cawnpore on the morning of the Gth instant, I request that you will be 
pleased to direct the commanding officer of the detachment now under orders 
of march, to receive charge of the battering train immediately on its arrival, 
and to proceed with it to Nandparra, in Baraitch, by the route of Buhram- 
gauth, w'ith all practicable expedition, taking care to apprize the commanding 
<)fficer of the troops at Nandparra of the day on which he crosses the river 
Gogra, after which he will consider himself as under the orders of that officer 
and report his daily progress accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batlue, 

4tli December 1809. Resident 


To His Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice- 

President in Council. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency's information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter, dated the 4>th instant, which I addressed to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the troops at Nandparra, together with 
copies of the documents which are referred to in that letter. 

I have, See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

()th December 1809. Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment, on his 

March to Nandparra. 


Sir : 


1. I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed 
translations of a letter, and other documents, which I have this -day received 
IVoni his Excellency the Vizier. 


i2. The intelligence contained in those documents will suggest to you the 
peculiar importance of your arrival in the district of Baraitch with the least 
])ossible delay, and the inexpediency of your halting at Buhramgauth till the 
arrival of the battering train, which will be sufficiently protected on its march 
by the detachment proceeding in charge of it from this station. 


8. The junction with the force under your command of a complete squadron 
of cavalry, which marched yesterday morning from Pertaubghur and will 
ai live in the vicinity of Baraitch about the 10th or 11th instant, will enable 
you to take effectual measures for the protection of that district from the 
depredations of the marauders who are stated to have recently infested it. 


Lucknow, 

4th December 1809. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident 


Prom His Excellency the Vizier, received the 4tli December 1809. 

I enclose, for your information, copy of an arzee from Emam-oo Deen, the 
Kutwal of Baraitch, from which you w’ill learn that the rebels of Nandparra 
have attacked some villages in the neighbourhood of Baraitch, and tliat a 
report prevails of their intention of plundering that city. I request that you 
will be pleased to order a detachment of British troops to be stationed in the 
neighbourhood of Baraitcli, to prevent further depredations, and to punish ilic 
marauders in that quarter. 



I have tinderatood from Mulceem Mebdi Alee Khan, that Major Bii d had Bengal PoHUcul 
stated to «|piM to 4tie fortteas of Nand- 

parra to reinforce the garrison* ^(lie JMi^r desired Hukeem Mehdi to be on i8ot>. 

the alert and watchful. 1 request t^t ^ou will adopt such msf^ures, with a 
reference to this report^ as anay apiraar ad vi«ahte. ^ 


TramJaHon titc Jrzee Emam-ood De^ Ste KtHml qf BaraUchf dated Arzeefrom Uie 

thi7ANexM!mherim, Kutm«l oiumit.i. 

It is reported tltat yestei'day several villages in the vicinity of Baraitch were 
plundered by the rebels of Kaii^arra, and that they intended to make an 
attack on Baraitch : this repbit liias greatly alarmed the inhabitants. 1 have 
comforted the Ryots, and but of tne httpdred people I have with me, 1 
have placed fitly at the nakas, or entrances into the town, and with the remain- 
ing fitly have patroied round the citv.4he whole night. If your Excellency ho 
pleased to allow me a gun for the defence of city it will ensure greater 
safety. 


jyamlation qf the Baraitch Akhbar^ dated, the 1st December 1809. Intelligence? 

from tlic ikiraitch 

Several persons from the village of Mullapoor, in the district of Baraitch, AkUiwi. 
repaired to Ram Sing, Tehsildar of Baraitch, and stated to him that last night 
(30th November) several of the followers of Roshun Khan, Chelah of Nuwaub 
Mudar Bukhsh deceased, late Talookdar of Nandparra, attacked the above 
village, killed two cow-herds, set fire to the village, burnt four children and 
fifteen bullocks, and took away the property of the inhabitants. The Teli- 
sildar consoled these people, and said that the rebels should shortly be punished. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice Letter 

President in Council. ' *'■‘”1' Besident at 

J^liCKllO VV. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copies of despatches which I have this day received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath and Major Bird, commanding detachments of troops 
employed against the fortress of Nandparra. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signet!) J. Baillie, 

9th December 1809. Resident. 


Sir: 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Reridetit at Lucknow. 


I beg to acquaint In* the wdisfiditl^ the Vizier, that I 

crossed the river Gogra with tihe detaichment under my command yesterday, 
and have, proceeded one march fVom the ghaut on the road towards Nan^arra, 
where I shall arrive on the 12th current. You may likewise assure his Excel- 
lency that every possible exertion on my part shall be used, tb avert the danger 
to be appreheirded from the fbllowen of the rebel chief, Roshun Khan. 1 
likewise tranemihe a paregraph of #y public report to MajoroGeneral St. Leger, 
for your informi^n, as follows : 

The detadunent At present statKmed at iiilaarogauih coDsi|ts of four com- 
** panies ; and as #diom not strike me there is any particular nec^ty for so 
** laige a force at thsA pb^, 1 wcAld Irish to recommend the ^projpriety of de- 
uchiag two compmi^l Jorlhe pibl^km Baraitch, until such time as the 

** service before Nandparra is comij^ted. 

L “ I submitted 


from 

Lieuteimnt*(k)loncl 
Mac (irutli. 
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m 


** 1 submitted ilte proprietjr of this meaeure to the Resident at Lucknow, 
“ who Ejects to it only scorn of interfo^g with, the jgeneral relief. 

** But, as the relief of Buhramghaut is suspended for the present, a part of the 
“ detachment might be temporarily posted at Baraitch, Where I understand 
** their services are likely to be required in quelling disturbances apprehended 
“ from the followers of Roshun Khan, the rebel chief, &c. &c.” 


Camp Kotah, 

8tli December 1809. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. MacGbath, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
1st Battalion 9th Regiment. 


To J. Bailiie, £aq.» Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1 do myself tiie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your express of the 
4th instant, conveying me copjy of your instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath. ^ 

I liave pleasure in acquainting you that much attention is manifested in 
regular supplies to our detachment in camp, Hukeem Mehdi Alee having 
informed me that an efficient party was detached some days ago by Baluck 
Ram, and posted under Ommur Sing at Surkerpore, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting and fhcilitating the necessary supplies. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Nendparra, (Signed) J. Bird, 

7th December 1809. Major, commanding. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 26tk December 1809. 

To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice President 

in Council. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a despatch whicii I have this day received from Lieutenant. 
Colonel MacGrath, commanding the troops at Nandparra. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) .T. Bailjlie, 

14th December 1809. Resident. 


To .7. Bailiie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 beg leave to inform you that I arrived before the fort of Nandparra to-day, 
where I joined Major Bird’s detachment. 

I am happy to inform yc^^lhat in the course of my march through the Vi- 
zier’s country, since my last'l^orli 1 have not experienced the sthallest diffi- 
culty. Supplies of every deicripUdn were amply furnished at my daily places 
of encampment. 

From the state of forwardness in which I found the preparaUons for the re- 
duction of the fort, I have reason to be satisfied witn the ttifeful assistance 
Major Bird must have experienced from Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan’s exer- 
tions to forward the public service: a circumstance, I hope, you will do me the 
favour of communicating to his Excellency the Vixier. 

With respect to the disturbance which waa reported to have existed in the 
neighbourhood of Baraitch, I made every inquiry, md I have reason to believe 
that nothing of an alarming nature occurred to entertain ^>preheii8ions for tlie 
safety of that town. Two or three villages, intermediately situated between 

thia 
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this pUee and Baraitcb, in the Naodparra district, have bean burnt, which I 
believe to be the extent of the damage that has been sustained. 

Hie cavalry will arrive in camp to-morrow, and the battering-train I expect 
on the 13th. 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Nandparra, (Signed) J.MacGeath, 

ISth December 1809. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 

at Nandparra. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe 2d January 1810. 

To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General George Hewott, Vice- 
President in Council, &c. &c. &c.. Fort William. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency's information, the 
enclosed copy of a despatch which I have this day received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, reporting the evacuation, on the evening of the 18th instant, 
of the fortress of Nandparra in Baraitch, together with a copy of a letter which 
1 have addressed on this occasion to the Secretary to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General at Fort St George. 

1 have, Ac. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

20th December 1809. Resident. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

I have much pleasure in acquainting you that the fortress of Nandparra was 
abandoned last night about ten o’clock, during the time the batteries were con- 
structing to effect its reduction. 

The secret manner in which tlie rebels effected tbeir escape, under cover of 
a thick and extreme jungle, prevented my haviug an opportunity of cutting off 
their retreat ; but I lost no time in detaching a party in pursuit, as you will 
observe by my official report on the subject to Major-General St. Leger, a copy 
of which I hwewtdi transmit for your satisfaction. 

The fort is now garrisoned by a detachment of his Excellency the Vizier's 
troops. 

1 shall be more at leisure to-morrow, when I shall address you particularly on 
the subject of tlie further services which will be required from tlvis detachment, 
and when completed, will tend to firmly establish his Excellency the Vizier’s 
authority in this district. 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Nandparra, (S^^d) J. MacGrath, 

ISth December 1809. lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Naodparra. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour of reporting to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, that the fortress of Nandparra, in the dis- 
trict of Baraitch, agatbst which a detachment of the British troops has hejen 
employed for some time at the requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, was 
evacuated on the evening of the 18th instant and taken possession of by his 
Excellency's Aumil, who has been instructed, at my suggestion, to have it 
immediately razed to the ground. 


Bei^ Politioal 
Conniltatio&a, 
Ze D«c. 18 W. 
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Bengal PoU^l 2, The circumstances which have led to the employment of the British troofig 
^2 oecswion, and tht dttaila «f‘ tlie maitaiy opteraCions talNdOf i(ie«&milha 

of Major Bird and Lieutenant«Colonel MacGrath, are contained in tbf ; enclosed 
copies of letters which have passed between those officers and apc| o^ two 
letters which I addressed to Major-G^opral St. teger, cPtamfpding ihe ^pops 

ia the held. . , : ; . , . -■ 

I have, Sec. ; * ? ? 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batllie, 

20th December 1809. Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Ceorge Hewett, Vice- 
President in Council, Fort William. , , 

Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of yesterdayfs date, I have 
now the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency's information, the enclosed 
copy of a letter which I have this day received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath, commanding the troops at Nandparra. ' 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

21 St December 1809. Resident. 


Letter from 
Lieu tcnant-Cc)] one) 
MacGrath. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

Having been disappointed in the hope that Captain’ Whitehead would have 
overtaken the fugitive insurgents with Koshun Khan, I have resolved on imme- 
diately setting out to take the command of that detachment, which has halted 
some distance on this side of Hyderghur. 


The fort of Roderghur has been abandoned by the enemy, and possession 
given by Captain Fogo to his Excellency's Aumil. 


Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan reports, that the man in command of Churddelah 
offers to surrender his fort and such prbp^rty belonging to Roshun Khan as is 
in his charge : a circumstance that, I hope, will lead to a speedy adjustment of 
all services to be performed in this quarter. 

I have, &c. 

Nandparra, (Signed) J. MacGratii, i 

19tb December 1809. Lieutei^nt-Colonel, commanding at Nandparra. 


Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS,-' 

Consultatio ns . 

9 Jan. 1810. The ^th Jtmudry \S\0. 


fVom KesiTent at Excellency the Honourable Tdeuteiiant-General George Hewett, Vice- 

Luckiiow. President in Council, Fort- William, ' 

Honourable Sir: ■*' >' 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s iiiforibation, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, together with copies of the documents which are referred 
to in that despatch. 


Lucknow, 

27 th December 1809. 




I have, See. 

(Sighed) J.'BAititi/ 

. ,RpSi4enL 

'To 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding tlie Troops in Nandparra. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, the 
enclosed translation of a letter which I have received from his Excellency the 
Vizier, together with a copy of my answer to that letter, and a statement of 
the names of the several refractory Zemindars in the district of Baraitch, the 
reduction of whose forts or fastnesses, and whose deprivation of the means of 
future resistance to authority, form the only remaining objects of the services 
of the detachment under your command. 

S. 1 have every reason to expect that the march of the British troops, after 
the reduction of the fortress of Churdela, in the direction of the several places 
which are described in the accompanying list, will be sufficient to accomplish 
the object without any military operations j and that the recall of the battering 
train will uwt be materially delayed by the service which is now required 
from it. 

3. Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, and Balik Ram, Aumil of Baraitch, have 
been commanded by his Excellency the Vizier to give vou every degree of 
local information and all the assistance in their power in the execution of the 
service committed to you ; and I rely with confidence on your approved judg- 
ment and zeal, for the speedy and successful accomplishment of the objects of 
that service. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) .1. Baillie, 

27 th December 1809. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2Gth December 1809.) 

Although the rebel, Roshun Khan, be now expelled from Nandparra, and 
most of his forts have beei#. evacuated, yet the tranquillity of the district at 
large can never be permanently established, until many other refractory 
Zemindars be suppressed ; for there are still several fortresses in Baraitch, and 
every Zemindar in the district has a gun or two in his possession. It has, 
indeed, been fully ascertained, that there are no less than sixty pieces of 
ordnance now in the district of Baraitch, and until the Zemindars be deprived 
of their guns, and their strongholds be levelled to the ground, it is impossible 
to expect the establishment of public authority, or the maintaiuance of tran- 
quillity in the country. 

It appears to me to be advisable, in the present favourable season for military 
operations, while so numerous and so efficient an army with a battering train 
is on the spot, that the same effectual measures which were so judiciously 
adopted by you last year, with a reference to the district of Kewaee, should 
now be carried into effect with a reference to the district of Baraitch ; and I 
am satisfied that, in this event, the 2^mindars of the district in question, from 
the terror of the British arms, would speedily surrender their guns and 
evacuate the forts in their possession, and the entire tranquillity of the district 
being thus restored and established, the aid of the British troops could never 
again be required. If this suggestion be approved, 1 request that you will 
carry it into effect. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27 th December 1809.) 

1 . I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated yester- 
day, .and being fully aware of the propriety and necessity of the measures 
which your Excellency has suggested, it is my intention to address the com- 
manding officer of the troops in Nandparra, and to convey to that officer the 
necessary instructions on the subject with the least practicable delay. 

M 2. General 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
9 Jan. 1810. 
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from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from the Vir.icr. 


Letter 

from llcsident at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal Political 2. General St, Leger, however, is extremely desirous, and it is indeed of 
Co^iOtatioM the greatest importance, under existing circnmstiitces, in every point of view, 
® that the services of a large proportion of the British troops, and more parti- 

X<etter cularly of the battering train, in Baraitch, should be tUspensed with at the 
from Resident at earliest possible period, and nothing but the high consideration with which it 
Lucknow. jg juy jtity, on every occasion, to receive your Excellency’s commands, added 
to tne lively interest which the British Government must ever feel in the 
establishment and maintainance of your authority, could have induced either 
the commanding officer of the troops in the field or myself to wave the impor- 
tant considerations which suggest the immediate recall of the battering train 
and artillery to the head quarters of the ^rmy in the field. 

5. I trusty however, that the remaining objects of the preseot armament in 
Baraitch will not only be speedily accomplished, but will lead, as your Excel- 
lency has remarked, by their speedy and successful accomplishment, to the 
establishment of the public authority in that district, on such a basis as will 
preclude the employment of the British troops on any future occasion. 

4. With this view, I suggest to your Excellency the propriety of your 
instructing your Aumil to lose no time in submitting, in person, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, a detailed 'statement of all the forts to be reduced, with 
every information which he can obtain respecting those forts and their posses- 
sors ; and it is further my duty to represent to you the obvious and urgent 
necessity of the immediate and entire demolition of every fortress, or strong hold, 
of whatever description, which may be reduced, on the present occasion, by 
the operations or the presence of the British troops on the right bank of the 
Gogra. 

(Signed) J, Baillie, 

Resident. 


List of Guns of different CaUbres, transmitted Baluch Ram, the Aumil 

of Baraitch. 

Guns 

In the district of Gwaritch, in the fortress of Bumowrah, in the possession 
of Dowcul Sing Zemindar, about four coss to the south-west of the 

British cantonments at Secrora 2 

In the fortress of Kunkole, about seven coss from Secrora 4 

In the ditto of Mobaruckpore, in liie possession of Asrab Sing and 

Bhoojung Sing, ten coss from Secrora 5 

In Jugnapore, belonging to Dewun Sing, in the fortress of Shaban, five 

coss from Secrora 2 

In Hurkurpore, belonging to Ram Sing 1 

In Churdah, about twenty-seven coss from Secrora, belonging to the 

brothers of Bhoojung Sing 7 

In Bhcraowlee 2 

In the fortress of Rhewa Swivels 5 

In ditto of Bhinja Guns 5 

In ditto of Ikana 2 

In the fortress of Multuray 5 

InBulrampore 2 

In Gonda, attached to the district of Baraitch, belonging to Hunnoomaun- 
pooree 5 

Total number 47 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

EXTRACT 
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extract BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
TheSOth January 1810. 

To His Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant>General Hewett, 
Commander-in-Chie^ &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

1, I have the honour of submitting, for your Excellency's consideration, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I recently addressed to the commanding officer 
of the troops at Nandparra, by the desire of his Excellency the Vizier, together 
with copies of the documents which are referred to in that letter, and a copy 
of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath's answer to it, containing a detail of that 
officer's sentiments on the subject of a general arrangement for the future pro- 
tection and tranquillity of his Excellency the Vizier’s possessions on the left 
bank of the Gogra. 

€. I am not aware of any other objection to the establishment of a militaiy 
post in the neighbourhood of the fortress of Nandparra, than its tendency to 
frustrate the object which your Excellency had in view by tlie junction of the 
two detachments formerly stationed at Buhramgauth and Secrora ; and this ob- 
jection might perhaps be obviated by the removal of the head-quarters of the 
battalion in Baraitch from the post of Secrora to Nandparra, and the occupa- 
tion of the latter post by a detachment of two or three companies of Sepoys, to 
be relieved monthly, as in the case of Seetapore and Buhramgauth. 

3. I am persuaded that his Excellency the Vizier will most cheerfully 
acquiesce in any arrang(’inent which your Excellency may be pleased to pre- 
scribe on this occasion ; and with the view of securing the tranquillity of the 
district, and meeting the Vizier’s wishes, until your Excellency’s pleasure shall 
be known, I have instructed the commanding officer of the troops in Baraitch 
to detach a sufficient force to Nandparra, for the relief of the right wing of the 
second battalion Sixteenth Regiment, which has been ordered to proceed to 
Muttra with all con\ enient expedition. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

4 th January 1810. Resident. 


To Lieutenant- Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Troops in Nandparra. 

Sir; 

1. I solicit the favour of your attention to the enclosed copies of documents 
which have passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, on the subject 
of a general arrangement for the protection of the district of Nandparra, and 
on the expediency of destroying or preserving the fortresses which have 
recently been reduced in that district. 

2. When you shall have considered the general subject of those documents 
with that attention which its importance suggests, and shall have applied to the 
discussion of each of the points at issue that degree of local information 
which you have obtained by a personal inspection of all the forts in the district, 
you will be pleased to report your opinion on the several questions which are 
mentioned in his Excellency’s letter, and particularly on the expediency of 
maintaining the fortress of Nandparra as a post for a British detachment, as 
well as the strength of the detachment which might be required in that 
position with a view to the protection of the district. 

3. Respecting the forts of Hyderghur and Roderghur, and every other 
strong hold in the province of Baraitch, it is my decided opinion that they 
ought to be immediately destroyed ; and I shall be happy to learn that the 
local knowledge which you have recently obtained does not preclude you from 
concurring in this opinion. 

I have, &c. 

Luckjtow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

29th December 1 809. Resident. 

From 


Bengal 

Consullatid^i 
30 .)an. 1810. 

Letter 

from Retident at 
Luckiimv, 


Letter 

f'ruin llesident at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
30 Jan. 1810. 

Letter 

from the Vizier. 


Letter 

from Uesiilent at 
LucknoM^ 


From his Excellency the Vizier, dated 17 th Zecaud 1221. 

I have received your letter of the ISth instant, acquainting me of advices 
having reached you from Colonel MacGrath of the surrender of Roderghur, &c. 
and suggesring the demolition of all the forts in Nandparra. 

Ilukeem Mehdi Alee Khan represents the works of the fort of Nandparra 
to be so extensive as to require a garrison of at least three hundred men. He 
suggests the addition of two hundred more to the party of one hundred already 
there under Meet Mahmood Alee ; and he remarks that, if a force of less 
strength be left there, the rebel Roshun Khan may be induced to commit dis- 
turbances when the army now assembled shall march away. For Roderghur 
he requires a garrison of one hundred men, which will also afibrd protection to 
the villages of the districts of Gurga Gunge, &c. ; and for the fort of Hyder- 
gliur, which lies on the frontier ofNepaul, a hundred men will be indispen- 
sable, otherwise the Rajahs of the Terai and the dependants of the Goorkha 
Government will seize upon those places. It will be requisite, in the Hukeem’s 
opinion, to keep a detachment of two hundred horse and four hundred foot 
continually in tlie field for the space of a year, in order to preserve the tran- 
quillity of the country and to protect it from his depredations, which might 
otherwise preclude the realization of any part of the revenues; In consequence 
of this representation on the part of the Ilukeem, I have been induced to issue 
oiders to liini, directing him to level the defences of the fort of Nandparra and 
to destroy the jungle which surrounds it, but to preserve the circumvallation 
anti the buildings. As to razing the forts of Roderghur and Hyderghur, 
which lie on the Goorkha frontier, it appears to me to be rather more expedient 
to maintain them j I accordingly request your advice respecting the garrisons 
which they may require, that I may issue the necessary instructions. If you 
think it right that a detachment of British troops should be stationed in that 
quarter, the fort of Nandparra with its buildings shall be given up for their 
accommodation, if you desire it. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 19th Zecaud 1224.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 17 th 
instant, informing me of the representation made by Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan of the extensiveness of the fort of Nandparra, &c. &c. (recapitulate it). 
Your Excellency has already been apprized of the recent arrangement for 
uniting at Secrora the two detachments of British troops which were formerly 
posted there and at Buhramgauth, by which means the force at the former station 
will consist of a complete battalion ; and this arrangement, it is not to be 
doubted, will effectually control the designs of the mountaineers and of all 
otiier insurgents, in any attempts which they might otherwise be disposed to 
make against the peace of your Excellency’s possessions. The entire demo- 
lition, therefore, of all the forts which have been taken, seems to me to be 
highly expedient and unobjectionable in every point of view. I think it also 
expedient, however, for the present, that a party of sufficient strength, con- 
sisting of horse and foot, from the force now under Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan, should remain for the protection of Nandparra and the towns in its 
vicinity, and be posted near the site of the fortress, for which purpose the 
circumvallation ma^? be preserved ; and if hereafter it be found necessary to 
employ a more efficient detachment in that quarter, it can be furnished with 
ease wad despatch by the corps stationed at Secrora, in the same manner as 
detachments have occasionally been sent from Seetapore to Mohurody and 
other places. On the subject of the other points suggested by your Excellency, 
as no satisfactory arrangement can be formed for the general defence and 
protection of any portion of a country without actual observation, and as I have 
never had an opportunity of visiting the district in question, it is my intention 

to 
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to make a reference to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGratli, whose local knowledge 
of the country will enable him to convey to me the information required. 
Your Excellency shall be informed of the result of this reference, and of my 
own sentiments on the general subject of it, with the least practicable delay. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : • 

I have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 29lh 
ultimo, with its enclosures, being copies of a correspondence which has 
recently passed between you and his Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of 
an arrangement for the future protection of the district of Nandparra. 

In delivering my sentiments on the subject in question, I feel thegrcatcrcon- 
fidence in the justice of my opinion, as it is founded on personal inquiry and 
local observation, which I have had a favourable opportunity of acquiring in 
the course of the service I am now employed upon. 

With regard to the fort of Hyderghur, which was the most advanced northerly 
position in the Nandparra district, 1 have still the same opinion that its des- 
fruction was unavoidable. Its situation is in the midst of the saul forest, and 
could only serve as a strong hold for a marauding party or a repository for plun- 
der, to which latter purpose I am informed it was generally appropriated by 
the late possessor, Roshun Khan. The effectual manner 1 caused it to be 
destroyed must render it in future totally useless. The ground on w'hich it 
stood was cleared of trees and jungle for the space of fifty yards round the 
ditch, beyond which the forest’is not less than six miles deep in any direction. 

The fortified village of Cherdah, situated about seven miles north-cast of 
Nandparra, is no longer formidable since the guns have been taken from it. 
Any strength it now possesses is very trifling ; and if the delcnces are to bj 
entirely demolished, it would deprive the inhabitants of the only protection 
they had for their cattle, &c., against thieves. I am decidedly of opinion 
that any further notice of this place is unnecessary. 

Roderghur is a small but strong ghurry, about ten miles south-east of Nand- 
parra, and has been in possession of Balek Ram since the enemy were dispossessed 
of it. Its situation would serve as an advanced intermediate post between 
Nandparra and Baraitch ; or in case it was found necessary to establish a post 
for the occupation of a police thannah, or accommodation of the Chuckludar’s 
people. Under any of these considerations, I would recommend it to be kept 
up ; otherwise 1 am not aware of any reason why it should not be destroyed. 

I make no hesitation in repeating what I have already recommended, that 
the establishment of a military post at Nandparra is the only efl’ectual mode foi- 
ensuring the security and tranquillity of the district. The longer I reflect on 
the expediency of this measure, the more forcibly I am convinced of its pro- 
priety. It may be looked upon as the frontier of the district, and its position 
commands the most vulnerable point from whence attack is to be dreaded. 
The establishment of a British force in this quarter would give confidence to 
the inhabitants, and perhaps be the means of inducing the principal Zemindars 
to discharge the greater proportion of their armed men, which they are now 
necessitated to keep up, in defence of themselves and property against the 
formidable attacks of the Nepaulese and Goorkha tribes, who frequently infest 
this part of the country. 

If a military cantonment should be established here, I consider the destruc- 
tion of the fort immaterial. The works are now in a very unfinished state. 
One-half of the northern, southern, and the whole western faces, have no 
other defences of consequence besides thick thorny bamboo fences. The new 
works are certainly strong, and very extensive, the demolition of which will be 
tedious and expensive. The country, particularly to the south and westward 
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Bengal Political of the fort, is high, dry, perfectly open, and from what I can learn, has 
Consultations, aJwajs been consiclercd a healthy spot. 

.iO J^ISIO. stating the force that might eventually be fixed here, I conceive that a 

Letter from complete battalion and a few cavalry, if they can be spared, would be neces- 

MacSSh sary until the district was perfectly settled, after which the detachment might 

with safety be reduced to five companies and a gun. 

As you iiave required my opinion on such points as have come under my 
iinmediatc observation, 1 have confined my remarks to the Nandparra division 
of the district. As I advance in the execution of my duty, I shall be parti- 
cular in continuing my reports on the expediency of destroying or maintain- 
ing such places as I shall have occasion to proceed against. 

Iliikeem Mehdi Alee Khan having reported that the business which has 
hitherto delayed him here is completed, I shall consequently march, accom- 
panied by the first battalion of the Ninth Regiment and squadron of cavalry. 

Major Bird’s detachment will continue stationary at this- post until the 
receipt of further instructions from you, or the Major-General commanding in 
the field. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) J. MacGrath, 

1st .January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding a detachment. 
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Lclicr 

fiont UcsidcMit nf 
Lucknow, 


To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General George Ilcwelt, Vice- 
President in Council, Fort William. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, tlie en- 
closed copies of letters which have recently passed between me and Lieutenant- 
( -olonel MacGrath, regarding the military operations in the district of Baraitch, 
together with a copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Major- 
(Jencral St. Legcr, commanding the troops in the field, .and copies of the docu- 
ments which arc referred to in that letter. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

9th February 1810. Resident. 


Litter To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 

Irom Resident at. o* 

Lucknow. • 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate 
despatches, dated the 5th and Gth instant. 

On the subject of the first of those despatches a reference has been made 
to the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, whose commands shall be 
made known to you hereafter. 

y. The substance of your letter, dated the (ith instant, has been communicated 
to his Excellency the Vizier, who will i.ssue the necessary orders to Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan for the supply of a sufficient number of Bildars to 
demolish the fortress of Peagpoor with all practicable expedition. 

4.. Regarding the reque.st of the Rajah of Gungrole to be permitted to retain 
his fort in its present condition, both his Excellency the Vizier and myself are 
decidedly of opinion that it is inexpedient in the highest degree to acquiesce 
in such a proposition, and that the only security which can be had for the 
luture allegiance or fidelity of any Zemindar in Baraitch, is the unconditional 
suricnder and entire demolition of every fortress and strong hold, of whatever 
description, in the district. 


5. We 
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5. We have already, in the instance of Peagpoor, a melancholy example oJ 
the means of resistance to authority, and destructive opposition even to 
regular troops, which the protection of a fortress, however small, affb.rds to a 
handful of desperate men with only matchlocks in their hands j and the 
recurrence of such an example as this can be prevented alone by those measures 
which you are instructed to execute and superintend, namely, the capture and 
entire demolition of all the forts in the district. 

6. A departure from the usual mode of communication with this office having 
occurred in one or two of your recent despatches, I deem it to be my duty to 
inform you, that the reports of all military operations in the Vizier’s dominions 
should be addressed, in the first instance, directly to the Resident at Luck- 
now, and that the manner which you have adopted on this occasion, namely, 
that of transmitting copies of your reports to the Deputy Adjutant-General of 
the Army, for my information, is inconsistent with established observances. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillik, 

9th January, 1810. Resident. 


Ea'fracts from Letterji from Licutenanl-Cohml MacGrath, commanding a 

Detachment in liaraitch, to Captain John Baillie, Resident at Lucknou\ wider 

dates the \Oth and Wth January 1810. 

In the list of places situated in the Baraitch district, with which you 
furnished me, wl)erein guns are stated to be mounted, I beg leave to notice 
the forts of Bingah and Hunnoomanpore, both of which I understand are 
within the Bhow Begum’s country j and as 1 do not think it would be proj)er to 
interfere with either of these places without particular instructions, 1 request 
you will inform me how I am to act. 

I am happy to inform you, that I have succeeded in gaining possession of 
eight guns in the course of the present service. I expect four more to day, 
and 1 hope the remainder will be delivered up without further trouble. 

I entertain sanguine hopes of being in possession of every piece of ordnance 
in this part of the district, subject to the Vizier’s authority, by the time I am 
favoured with your reply to this letter. 

I have been favoured with your letter of the 9th instant. However satisfied 
I must remain with your decision on the expediency of demolishing every 
place coming under the denomination of a i'ort, ghurry, or stronghold in the 
district, indiscriminately, I cannot avoid noticing the dissatisfaction which a 
step of this nature will unavoidably be productive of. There are many places 
in the district wherein a line of distinction ought to be drawn : for instance, 
villages, whose only defence consists in a small ditch and perhaps an iiidifie- 
rent bamboo fence, which sort of defences only afford protection to the inha- 
bitants against thieves or small banditties who infest the district. Such places, 
if occupied by people whose fidelity and obedience have hitlmrto been unim- 
j)eachable, should, in my opinion, merit a partial consideration, before the 
offensive resolution of depriving them of all protection is resorted to. 

That all forts or ghurries expressly built for supporting the independence of 
any particular Zemindar, or occupied by people who on any former occasion 
have displayed a spirit of resistance to his Excellency’s authority, I per- 
fectly agree with you in the necessity, as well as the propriety, of destroying 
them ; but before I persist in the execution of this duty, I am decidedly of 
opinion it will be advisable first to obtain the surrender of all guns in the pos- 
session of such Zemindars as have expressed their acquiescence to deliver 
them up. 

You must be sensible of the absolute necessity which exists, of causing as 
many Bildars as can be procured to be sent out for carrying into execution the 
destruction of those places ; and I beg leave to remark, that it would materially 
accelerate the performance of the service, if forty or fifty maunds of gun- 
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powder could be provided to blow up such places as this, where the effect of 
one mine would be more than equal to the work of a hundred Bildars in 
one da}. 

The demolition of Peagpoor will be completely effected to-day, and I shall 
move with my detachment towards Gungrole to-morrow morning, the pro- 
prietor of which I am in hopes will not hesitate delivering up the remainder 
of his guns, two of which I have already received. I shall not commence on 
the destruction of that place, until I can obtain a compliance with my requi- 
sition from the remainder of the Zemindars on the subject of surrendering their 
guns, on the delivery of which they conceive their ghurries will be spared. 

True extracts : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th 
instant. 

I have made particular inquiries respecting the strength and resources of 
Hunnoomanpore, situated in her Highness the Bhow Begum’s jagier; and if 
my information should prove correct, I apprehend it will be necessary to call 
for the aid of a reinforcement of troops. I mention this circumstance, that 
you may be prepared to make the necessary arrangements should its reduction 
be unavoidable. At all events, I hope you will agree with me in the propriety 
of deferring the employment of this detachment in the Begum’s jagier until 
the service in his Excellency the Vizier’s country is completed. 

The Kajahs of Gungrole and Ikanah have surrendered part of their guns, 
and 1 expect the remainder in the course of this day or to-morrow. The des- 
truction of those places must unavoidably lay over until the arrival of the 
establishment of Bildars, &c. 1 requested might be furnished in my letter of 
the 11th instant. To avoid delay I shall march towards Bulrampore to- 
morrow, where I am in hopes the Rajah will not persist in holding out against 
this detachment. 

The place of greatest consequence to be attacked is Toolseepore, which is 
represented as a very strong fort, situated about six coss north-east of Bulram- 
pore, in which seven guns are stated to be mounted, and garrisoned by a for- 
midable body of troops, who I understand are not inclined to surrender their 
fort or guns without compulsion. Before this fort is attacked, I deem it would 
be advisable to apprize the Magistrate of the zillah of Goriickpore, in order 
that the troops at that station, or Captain Gunge, may be in readiness to act 
as circumstances might require. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Kureejah, (Signed) J. MacGratii, 

ISth January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the iSth instant. 

2. On a reference to her Highness the Bhow Begum, 1 find that the recent 
conduct of the present possessor of Hunnoomanpore renders the reduction of 
that fortress an object of the greatest importance, not only to the realization 
of her Highness’s revenue, but also to the tranquillity of the district of Goon- 
da at large, and of the Vizier’s pos.sessions which are contiguous; bUt Icon- 
cur entirely with you, in the expediency of concluding the service in Baraitch 
before you proceed to the district of Goonda, when I trust that the appear- 
ance ot your detachment with the battering train will be sufficient to induce 
the Zemindars to surrender their fortresses and guiis. 


3. Rajah 
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3L Rajah Sheo Sing, Zemindar of Bingah, in the Begum’s jagier, has recently 
afforded so many proofs of submission and attachment to the Government, that 
some indulgence with regard to the demolitibnr of his small fortress might, in 
my opinion, with propriety be shewn to him,’ on the condition of his surren. 
dering his guns, and engaging for the surrender of ail disaffected and rebellious 
•objects of the Vizier's Government, who may hereafter take refuge in his 
zemindary. 

4. Regarding the supply of Bildars and of gunpowder for the demolition 
of the forts in Baraitcb, I have made a second and more earnest applica- 
tion to his Excellency the Vizier, who will, I doubt not, adopt the necessary 
measures with the least practicable delay. With the view, however, of pie- 
eluding any unnecessary detention of your detachment in the superintendence 
of the destruction of the forts, I request that you will be pleased to deliver over 
every fort, as it may come into your possession, to the Vizier's Aumil, Htikeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan, whose receipt you will be pleased to demand tor it, and 
transmit that receipt to me, for the purpose of being delivered to his Excel- 
lency, as a proof that his Aumil alone is responsible for any further delay which 
may' occur, as well as for the consequences which that delay may hereafter 
occasion. 

5. With reference to the subject of the concluding paragraph of your letter, 
the necessary communication shall be made to the Judge and Magistrate of 
Goruckpore. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batilie, 

15th January 1810. Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and its enclo- 
sure, dated the 15th instant. 

On my arrival at Bulrampore, I found that the ghurry had been destroyed for 
some time past, and the K^ah now resides in a small village named Bcllah, 
about two coss from hence, ilts guns have been demanded, but he denies 
being possessed of any. 1 have summoned the Zemindar of Toolseepore to 
surrender all the guns in his possession, two of which he has given up. His 
place of residence does not prove to be of any strength, although 1 was given to 
understand the contrary at first ; it is merely a village surrounded by a small 
ruinous wall, situated in a waste part of the district under the hills, wliere no 
water is procurable except from the wells inside the village, and forage is very 
scarce : 1 am consequently of opinion, if the Zemindar gives up the remainder 
of his guns, there will be no necessity for removing the detachment to that 
pl^e, particularly as the rivers Rapti and Boree Rapti intersect the road 
thither, the former of which must be crossed on rafts. 

I have communicated your wish to Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khau on the 
subject of taking charge of the gurries in the district ; but he informs me that 
he cannot become personally responsible, without he is furnished with a force 
to garrison them. At the same time he states, what I know to be the case, 
that the Zemindars who now hold possession of them will always be found 
ready to obey any summons' for their surrender. The Zemindars of Ikanah 
and Gungrole have both declared, on giving up their guns, that they do not 
now, .nor ever have entertained any idea of resisting the authority of his Ex- 
cellency the Vizier : they merely wish to keep their glmrries for tlie protection 
of their families, and whatever little property they are possessed of. The 
Zemindars in the vicinity of Secrora have sent intimation that their guns will 
be given up as soon as 1 think proper to demand them ; and except for the 
reduction of Hunnoomanpore in the Begum's country, lam not aware of any 
lurther service that can be required from this detachment.' 
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and until his reply is received, I propose ranamiiig at fiukannefe, after wkeh 
joF^iaio. I intend movmg towardsSecroca: 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Bulrampore, (Signed) . J. MacGbatj^ 

17 th January 1810. Lieuteaant>Cofonel commanding 

a Detachment in Baaitch. 


Letter rrom jo Captain Bailiie, Resident at Lucknow. 

utenant'Colonel * 

MacGrath. Sir: 

In reporting to you the service in this district, 2 have to infonn you that 1 
have collected eighteen pieces of cannon, all of which 1 have given in charge to 
ilukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, to be disposed of as may hereafter 'he considered 
expedient. 

On receipt of your letter directing the guns of the Biogah Zemindar to be 
taken, I sent a summons to that effect, to which 1 this day received an indirect 
reply. I have accordingly thought it advisable to detach five companies to 
Bingah, with orders to the ofiicer commanding, that, in case the smallest hesita- 
tion is made for the immediate delivery of t^ guns, to inform me by express, 
and I will move with the battering train and the remainder of the detachment 
against the fort. In the mean time preparations are going forward to cross the 
park over the Rapti, in case of necessity. 

The Bulramnore Rajah has at length thought proper to give up his two guns, 
but not until tlireats of severity were used. 

The Toolseepore Zemindar has sent in two of his guns, and I hope to obtain 
the remainder without further delay. 

As the service in this quarter of the district will be concluded when I receive 
the guns from Bingah, I propose moving towards Hunnoomanporc, as that place 
lies on my route towards Secrora. 

I am in h^s that ^ the Biidars have not yet arrived, tlie idea of destroying 
Ikanah and Gungrole is given up. The Aumil agrees with roe in the propriety 
of sparing not only those, but all such places as are occupied by peaceable and 
M'ell-disposed Zemindars, and that tliose only should suffer that belong to sus- 
picious or rebellious owners. 

As lam inform^ that the Zemindar of Bumowrah (situated six coss south- 
west of ^rora) is willing to surrender his guns, 1 think it would be advisable 
to authorize Lieotenant-Coionel Mabert to detach a small party to receive charge 
of them, instead of cariying the whole of this detachment so much out of the 
road. 

1 hav^ &c. 

Camft Bulrampore, (Signed) J. MacGrath, 

£ 0 th January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding a 

Detachment in i^raiteb. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknou^. 


To Ueutenant-Ctdonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 
Sir: 

1 . I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate des- 
patches, dated the 47th and 20th instant, the substance of both of which has 
been communteated to-his Excellency the Vizier. 


2 . 


•. I am haMv to observe, that your first information regarding the strength 
01 the forts of Bulrampore and Toolseepore has proved to be erroneous, and that 
no resistance to authority, nor delay in the surrender of their guns, is to be 
expected from the Zemindars of those districts. 


Gungrole, as well as every other fortnms in Baraitcb, 
} t e 9 th instant;, to your address, and the repeated ordecS'Of his Ex- 


cellency 
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celiency the Vieier to his Aamil, were to entirely explicit and express, that his 
Excdlency end myself beve both felt serprize and concern at your persisting in 
the suggestion of preservini^ those fortresses on any footing whatever ; far less 
in the possession of the Zenundars. A thousand Bildars, with a hundred raaunds 
of cninpowder for the purpose of destroying the forts, have already been des- 
patchecl to yoar cahnpr the orders of his Excellency the Vizier. 

4. With the view of aadiag the effect of your summons to Rajah Sheo Sing, 
Zemindar of Bingab, in the Begum’s jagier, 1 enclose a purwannah addressed to 
that person, wbiw you will be pleased to transmit to him ^ithout del ay; an d in 
the case of his surrendering b» guns and forwarding a written ehgagehient, in 
the terms of the third paragraph] of my letter of the 15th instant, you will consi- 
der the operations of your detadiment, with a reference to him, as at an end, and 
proceed against tihe fortress of Hunnoonaanpiwe on your route towards Secrora, 
us is stated to be your intentun in your last despatch to my address. 


Bengal Tolitical 
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5. As the detachment of any part of the force under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mabert’s command at Secrora, against a fort or Zemindar from whom the smallest 
dcoree of resistance can be apprehended, is in direct nnd manifest opposition to 
the repeat^ oiders of the Government, I am precluded from adopting your sug- 
gestion with regard to the Zemindar of Bumowrah, and I request that you will 
adopt the necessary measures with a reference to that person, when the other 
more important objects of the service of your detachment shall be brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

S2d January 1810. Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknowv 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the £2d 
instant. 


Lcltcr from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGratli. 


My letter of the SOth will have acquainted you that I Jiad sent a detachment of 
five companies towards Bingah, for the purpose of receiving the Rajah’s guns. 
Captain Vaughan, who commanded the party, reports his having gained'pos- 
session of three of the number, but that the Rajah refuses to acknowledge having 
any more, an assertion which 1 know to be false. 1 have, therefore, resolved on 
moving the detachment towards Bingah, when I am in hopes the appearance of 
the battering train will induce him to surrender the remaining two guns without 
further troime or delay. 1 shall cross the Eapti to-morrow moraiog at Miitu- 
rahghaut, where there is a tolerably good ford. 

My chief reason for recommending that a line of distinction should be drawn 
with respect to the destruction of the forts in this district, proceeded from a con- 
viction of its necessity, inasmuch as the Zemindars having been deprived of their 
ghurries and guns. indiscriminately, they must inevitably be exposed to the 
greatest danger from the attacks or the hill people, unless a British force is kept 
up in this part of the country to protect them against those marauders. 1 
always considered your orders perfectly explicit on this subject, and they should 
certainly have been carried into efiect whixMit the least hesitation, had I been 
furnish^ with the means, a circumstance which, if considered, ought to have 
dissipated your surprise and ooneem, in finding I had persisted in my former 
opinions, which 1 conceived I conld not be wrong in giving, as long as I was left 
without the possibility of complying with your instructions. When the Bildars 
and gunpowder arrive, I shall lose no time in setting about the destruction of 
tlie ghurries, as you have ordered, in foe execution of which duty the utmost 
expedition will be observed. The ghurry of Roderghur lies in the vicinity of 
Nandparra, the demolition of which COuld be conveniently effected by the Bildars 
of the Nandparra district, who are now employed there. The ghurry is occu- 
pied by the Cnuckludar^s people, and can consequently be destroyed at any time 
without the aid of a military force. 

In 
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l-»ctter from 
X.ieuteriant-Co)onol 
MacGruth. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGratli. 


Jii addition to the number of guns reported in niy trttec to liavcr^jeen 
sunendered, 1 beg leave to acquaint you that I Iwve gained possession of seveti 
more, making in all twenty-five pieces of ordnance, 

1 have, &c. 

Camp, Kowndric, .(^Signed) J, 

Banks of tlic Rapti, Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 

£4th January ]8.10.. - a Detachment in Baraitch. 


To. Captain Baillie, Resident at Lneknow. 

Sir : 

I beg leave to inform you that Captain Vaughan joined me With his party from 
Bingah this morning, bringing along with him five gpins, which, after much pre- 
varication and delay, the Rajah at length consented to give up. Two of them 
are coarse unfinished wall-pieces, and 1 have reason to believe ne%’er formed any 
part of the number he was reported to be in possession of, I have sent your 
}iui wannali to the Rajah, with a letter from myself requesting his attendance in 
camp, when I shall have the necessary obligation taken, as specified in the 
third paragraph of your letter uf the 15lh instant. 

1 encamped at Ikanali this morning preparatory to demolisbing Ihe works of 
the fort. The Rajah and his people require a short time to remove tlieir families 
and effects from the place, by the expiration of which 1 hope tire Bildars and 
gunpowder may arrive, as stated to have been despatched in your letter of the 
instant ; but if I should be disappointed in my expectation, 1 shall march 
against Hunnoomanpore and return again at a future period to this place. 

I.haye,&c. 

Camp, Ikanah, (Signed) J. MacGrath, 

25 th January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment in Barahcli. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

•Sir : 

i have the honour to enclose a Persian letter to your address "from the Rajah 
of Bingah, likewise a letter from the same person to me in reply to one 1 wrote 
hini on the subject of coming into camp, which you will observe he has 
declined doing. As you expressed your wish that this man’s fort should he spared, 
upon condition l)e surrendered his guns and entered into an engagement to give 
up all rebels and outlaws that may at any time take refuge within his district, I 
feel at a loss how to act on the occasion. That he has other guns besi<les those 
■which he has given up there can be no doubt : a circumstance that did not come 
to my knowledge until after the arrival of Captain Viaughaa’s detachment from 
Bingah on the 25tb instant. 

TheVafceel who was the bearer of the letters herewith sent I did not consider 
it prefer to admit into my presence: I accordingly dismissed Wm from tomp 
with a verbal message to the'Uajab, forbidding any further communication except 
he appeared in person. 

The contents of the third paragraph of, your letter of the 25th instant (which I 
have just now received) have been communicated to liukeem Mehdi Alee JChan, 
who desired me to say he will order the Cbuckludar to take charge of such places 
as I gain possession of, until the troops froni.Naa4pArra arrive, but that he can 
place little or no dependence on .those peopJe, as tliey are but lately eotertained. 

I have, &c. ■ 

Camp, Ikanah, (Signed) J. Mac Grath, , 

^7ih January 1810. Lieutebant-Colonel, commap^dfi^ a 

Detachment inJBiaraitidh.. 

To 
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To Lieuteuaut-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a DetacJiment in liaraitcli. 

Sir; 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate des- 
patches, dated the 25th and 27tb instant, with their respective enclosures. 

2. The letters and obligation transmitted by the Rajah of Bingah appear to 
me to be perfectly satisfactory, and I am not aware of any useful purpose 
which could have been answered by the Rajah’s personal attendance on you. 

3. Your dismission, therefore, of his Vakeel, in the manner described in your 
despatch of the 27th instant, on any other ground than that of your possessinf; 
certain information of his having concealed or withholdcn his guns, appears to 
ine to have been unnecessary : and with the view of ascertaining, beyond a 
(ioubt, that all his guns have been surrendered, I transmit another purwannah, 
which you will be pleased to forw'ard without delay ; and in the case of your 
receiving a satisfactory answer, you will consider the intention of this Govern- 
ment wMth a reference to the Rajah of Bingah as fulfilled, A copy of the 
enclosed purwannah is also transmitted for your information. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, Baillie, 

29th January 1810. Resident. 


To Sheo Sing, Zemindar of Bingah. 

Sir : 

I have received your arzee in answer to my purwannah, and have also perused 
the letter and obligation which you transmitted to Lieu tenant- Colonel MacGrath. 

The assurance of submission and fidelity \vhich is contained in those documents, 
and more particularly the voluntary surrender of so many of your guns, is grati- 
fying and satisfactory to my mind : but Colonel MacGrath has conveyed to me 
a suspicion, founded on information which that officer has received, of your hav- 
ing secreted or withholden some of your guns ; a circumstance which induces 
niy most lively regret on your account, and the confirmation of which must 
inevitably subject you to the highest displeasure of this Government, and super- 
sede the favourable consideration which your former services have obtained. 

With the view of removing the suspicion which is thus entertained of your 
conduct, I desire that you will prepare and transmit to Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath, without any delay, a second obligation, under your seal, in the terms 
of the draft under-written. 

“ I, Sheo Sing, do hereby most solemnly declare, that all the guns which 
“ I possessed have been delivered over, agreeably to orders, to Lieutenant-Colonel 
“ MacGrath; and if, at any future period, a gun of any description be proved 
“ to be in my possession, 1 acknowledge myself to be convicted of disloyalty, 
“ and justly subjected to expulsion from my fort and zemindary, and to every 
“ other punishment which the pleasure of the Government may inflict on me. 
“ In witness whereof, &c. ffcc.” 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

After despatching my letter of the 27th instant, I received positive informa- 
tion that the Rajah of Bingah was in possession of four other guns besides those 
which be had given up; I accordingly resolved on moving towards the fort 
yesterday morning with the detachment under my command. The Rajah, on 
receiving intimation of the movement, immediately sent in tvvo more of his 
guns, and in the course of last night he deserted the fort, and fled into the jun- 
gles with his family and effects. 

P On 


BengaJ Paliticaf 
Coiiii 111 rations, 
IVb. 1810 , 

Letter 

from Itesident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

to Zemindar of 
Bingah. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant -Colonel 
MacGralli. 
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Letter from 
Lieuteuant-Ccfloncl 
MacUratli. 


Letter 

from Resident lit 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Ue.sident at 
Lucknow. 


On arriving this morning at Bingah I was met by Mcer Samin Ally, one^ of 
her Jlirrhiiess the I3hov/ Begum’s Aumils j and having no means of destioying 
the fort, I have delivered over charge of it to him. I intend ordering the bat- 
tering train across the Rapti to-morrow, and I shall follow the day after with 
the remainder of the detachment on the route towards Hunnoomanpore. 

Previous to marching from Ikanah, I placed Balek Ram, the Chuckludar, in 
possession of that fort ; and if the Bildars and gunpowder do not arrive against 
my return thither, I shall not delay on that account, but leave the place as it is 
at present occupied. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Bingah, (Signed) J. MacGrath, 

SOth January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding a 

Detachment in Baruitch. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 

Sir ; 

1. I have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the SOth 
ultimo. 

2. Under tlic particular circum.stanccs which you have stated, your movement 
towards the fortress of Bingah was highly judicious and proper, and the result of 
that movement, in the evacuation of the lortress in question, is satisfactory in 
the highest degree. 

3. 1 have communicated the substance of your despatch to his Excellency the 
Vizier and to her Highness the Bhow Begum, and 1 have suggested in the 
•strongest terms to her Highness, the necessity’^ of the immediate demolition of 
Bingah, which will, I doubt not, be carried into eftect. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baii.ue, 

.3d Eebniary 1810. Resident. 


To Major-General W. St. Lcgcr, commanding the Troops in the Field at 

Cawnpore. 

Sir; 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 7th 
instant, suggesting the expediency of the relief of tlie first battalion of the 
Ninth Regiment IVoin the duties of the district of Baraitch, and recalling to 
my recollection the subject of a despatch to your address from the Adjutant-Ge- 
neral of the Army’, under date the 18th ultimo. 

2. From intelligence conveyed to me by his Excellency the Vizier, as well as 
from the substance of a despatch which I have recently received from Licnte- 
uant-Colonel Mabert, an extract from which is enclosed, there seems great 
reason to doubt the authenticity of the information of Roshun Khan’s flight to 
Khyreegliur, as reported by the Governor-Gcnerars agent at Barellie; and con- 
sequently the object of the expedition to Khyreegliur, in as far as this Govern- 
ment is concerned, seems to me to be entirely .superseded, M’hilc, on the other 
hand, the general belief of the inhabitants of Nandparra and Baraitch, that 
Roshun Khan is still concealed in the neighbourhood, and meditates a return to 
Nandparra, renders the movement of either of the divisions of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mabert’s battalion to any distance from their present positions, in my 
opinion, highly inexpedient. 

3. It follows, therefore, according to my judgment, that neither the projected 
service in the (listrict of Khyreegliur, as suggested by the Governor-General’s 
agent at Barellie, nor the conclusion of the more important service in Baraitch,- 
on which Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath with his corps is employed, can be un- 
dertaken by Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert’s battalion, or by any portion of that 
corp.s, without the most imminent" danger of the return of the rebel Roshun 
Khan, and a renewal of the disturbances in Nandparra; and, conse<|uently, that 



/ 

OUDE PAP ERST" 


the relief of the first battalion of the Ninth Regiracnt from t!ie <luticsof Ilaraiteh, 
or the return of that corps to Seetapoi e before the conclusion of the service in 
\vhich it is engaged, is inexpedient in the highest degree. 

4. The enclosed copies of letters which I have recently addressed to Lieute- 
nant Colonel MacGrath, will apprize you of the measures which I have adopted 
for the furtherance of the public service on which that officer is employed ; and 
1 have every reason to hope that he will soon possess an abundant supply of gun- 
powder, bildars, &c., for the purpose of demolishing the forts, of which I am now 
happy to inform you that but a very few remain to be taken. 

5. I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have this instant received from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, conveying 
the satisfactory intelligence of the surrender of the strong fortress of Ilunuooman- 
pore, and further, a copy of a letter received from the commanding ollicer of 
Pertaubghur, to the subject of the latter of which I recpicst your particular 
attention. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) . 1 . IIaili ik, 

yth Tebruary 1810. llesidcnt. 


llt*nr»al Political 
(^Misultations, 
ao Feb. 1810. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lticknuw. 


Extracts from a Despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath to the llcsidciit Letter from 

at Lucknow, dated the 7th Eehruary 1810. Lieutenant Dent y. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert, commanding at Secrora. 

Sir : 

I am sorry to itiform you, for the information of the llesident at Lucknow, that 
I have this iirstant received accounts, that a rebel force was within two co.s.s trf 
this place last night; that they attacked and burned the village of Khyra. I 
am also sorry to say that two villagers were killed, and tlirce have just arrived in 
camp badly wounded: many also, I fear, have shared the same fate. I have 
directed the native doctor to dress their wounds and to afford them every relief 
in his power. 

I have, &c. 

Nandparra, (Signed) IL F. Dkntv, 

5th February 1810. Lieutenant, commanding at Nandparra. 


To Captain llaillie. Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to infornv you of my arrival before the fort of llunnooman- 
pore (or Maduc), on the 5th instant, with the detachment under my com- 
mand. 


Letter from 
Licutenant-Colonei 
MacGrath. 


The da\- I encamped before the fort, the Killadar evinced a hesitation to 
comply with my’ summons relative to surrendering the place; a circumstance 
that induced me to commence on preparing the necessary materials for construct- 
ing a battery, which were yesterday evening in a .state of forwardness, when I 
received a message from IJiillolpooree, the Killadar, expressive of his inclination 
to give uj) the fort. Sati.sficd that the oH'er was sincere, I retjuired his atten- 
dance in camp, a requisition wliich he immediately complied with; and in the 
course of the interview I succeeded in gaining his promise that I should he 
placed in possession this Uiorning ; an engagement -which, 1 am hap[)y to say, he 
lias punctually observed. With the fort two guns have been surrendered , and 
the remainder, which he disclaims any exclusive control over, will be .sent into 
camp without delay. 

Ihe surrender of this fort I look upon as a fortunate circumstance. It is 
remarkably strong and in thorough repair, and defended by a strong garrison. 
I expect the supply of gunpowder which was sent from Lucknow in the 
course of to-morrow : in the mean time the mines are preparing for the destruc- 
tion of the fort, which I hf)pc will be conqiletcd in three or four days. There 
is likewise a small ghun v. named Runypoor, belonging to the Ghossein, which 
sltall be tleslroyed inimcdialeiv afterwards, likewise the fort belonging to the 

Rniah 
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20 Feb. 1810. 

Letter from 
Lieutenant- Colonel 
MacGrath. 


Rajah of Gungiole will be demolished, both situated immediately in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

Before I marched from Ikana 1 had the mines in readiness for its destruction ; 
but being disappointed in the receipt of gunpowder to spring them, I was 
induced to leave the place at the solicitation of the Rajah, who voluntarily 
offered to destroy the works in any manner I thought proper to point out. I 
was further induced to accept of the Rajah’s offer, as the season was fast 
advancing when it would be difficult and hazardous employing troops in situa- 
tions where they would be exposed to the weather ; and as I had reason to 
expect resistance at this place, 1 was anxious to bring the service to as early a 
termination as possible. 


I propose detaching five companies, under the command of Captain Vaughan, 
as soon as I receive the gunpowder, to superintend the destruction of Rhewa, 
the proprietor of which has given up his guns and is ready to submit to the 
demolition of his ghurry. After this duty is coniplcted, I mean to move against 
Bumowrah, the possession of which, I hope, will terminate the service to be 
performed in this district. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Hunnoomanpore, (Signed) J. MacGrath, 

7th February 1810. commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 


Letter from To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Major Nuthall. Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d 
instant, and in reply to inform you, that in obedience to the instructions therein 
contained, a squadron of the third Regiment Native Cavalry has been ordered 
to proceed from hence on the morning of the 8th, by the nearest route, for 
Bundlecuncl. 

Major Raban, a few days previous to delivering over the command of this 
post, detached a Jemadar's party of Cavalry to Behar; but as I am not aware 
of the necessity of this measure, or of their being continued there, and as 1 
shall shortly be obliged to send a troop to Elahabad, to escort treasure from 
thence for the troops here which are now going on four months in arrears, and 
there will then be scarcely a relief for duty lett in the lines, I hope niy ordering 
the recall of this party will meet with your approbation. 

I transmit a letter to my address from Zalim Sing, received yesterday. From 
what 1 can discover of his views from the person who delivered it, and which is 
corroborated by other accounts, I am induced to entertain a belief that it is bis 
intention to commence liis depredations on the country as soon as the crops now 
on tlie ground shall become ripe. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaiihghur, (Signed) J. Nuthall, 

fitli February 1810.^^ Major, commanding at Pertaubghur. 


from K^sident at Lieutenant-Coloncl MacGrath, commanding a Detachment at Baraitch. 

Lucknow. Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 7th instant, conveying the agreeable intelligence of the surrender of the 
fortress of Hunnoomanpore, and your hope of the speedy conclusion of the 
service on which you are engaged. 

2. I congratulate you on the success of your detachment against the fortress 
of Hunnoomanpore, and transmit a purw'anuah to the address of the Aumil of 
Goonda, desiring the immediate demolition of that fortress and of Bingah, and 
all other places ot strength within her Highness the Begum's jagier. 

. contemplation of his Excellency the Vizier’s annual hunting excur- 

sion, during which he is always attended by one battalion of Sepoys, and the 

presence 
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presence of a complete battalion is indispensable at Lucknow, I am apprebensive 
that your detachment ot Captain Vaughan with the second company of the 
first battalion of the Twenty-first Regiment, whicii is the corps to be left at 
Lucknow, will be productive of public inconvenience ; and I request that you 
will take the earliest opportunity which may offer, of dispensing with the 
service of two companies of Sepoys from the whole strength of your detach- 
ment, to direct Captain Vaughan, with those of the first battalion of the 
Twenty-first Regiment, to rejoin his corps at Lucknow. 

4 . If you deem it important to the accomplishment of the remaining objects 
of the service on which you are employed to have two companies in the room of 
those in question, I beg that you will inform me, without delay, when I shall 
rlirect tbe relief of those companies, by a detachment of equal strength from 
the division of Colonel Mabert’s corps at Secrora. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (%«ed) J. Uaili.ie, 

lOth February 1810. Resident. 


Ordered, That the foregoing despatch do lie for consideration. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The Tlth February 1810. 

To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice-President 

in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 9 th instattt, I have 
now the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have more recently received from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the troops in Baraitch, together with 
a copy of my answer to that letter. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

14th February 1810. Resident. 


To Captain John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 have the honour to inform you that I arrived in the vicinity of Secrora yes- 
terday morning on ray way to Buinowrah. 

Dowcul Sing, the Zemindar of Bumowrah, on hearing of the approach of 
tliis detachment, deserted his place of residence, which is situated on the 
banks of the Gogra, and fled across the river towards the purgunnah of 
Deriabad with his guns, according to his usual custom. I proceeded thither 
this morning with a small party to inspect the place , and instead of finding a 
fort, it proves to be nothing more than a small ghurry, or fortified house on the 
hanks of the river, capable of containing forty or fifty men, outside of which 
there are a few choppered habitations enclosed by a thorn hedge, for the accom- 
modation of bis people. The place can be destroyed by a few bildars in the 
course of a day ; hut I have not allowed it to be pulled down, under the idea 
that it would be a proper place to post a small party of troops in case it was 
found necessary to follow the Zemindars. In the meantime I would recom- 
mend a native officer, and about thirty sepoys, to be sent there from the Secrora 
post, until you determine what is to be done. 

Bumowrah is situated seven miles to the southward of Secrora. Its position 
is strong, being in an island formed by a small branch of the Gogra, opposite 
a giiaut, where there are no boats but what this Zemindar keeps to cross and 
recross tbe river in case of being attacked. 

Q I have 


Behgal Politicil 
Conaulfations, 
Wheh. 1810. 

Letter 

IVum Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
C'onsiiltations, 

27 Feb. IblU. 
Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-C’olonel 
MacGratli. 



38 


O U D E PAPERS, 


Bengal Political 
Consul tatiotii^ 

S7 Feb. 1810. 

Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGratfi. 


1 have for the present desired Hukeem Melidi Alee Khan to furnish a parly 
of his men to occupy the place, until you determine whether it would be 
proper to detach the patty 1 have recommended should be detached from the 
post of Secrora. 

1 shall move to-morrow towards Rhewa, where five companies are gone in 
advance : and after that place is destroyed, which will be effected in the course 
of a few days, I am not aware of any further duty that will remain to be per- 
formed in the district. 1 shall then wait your orders relative to the disposal 
or further employment of the troops under my command. 


I communicated the latter paragraph of your letter of the 7th instant to her 
Highness the Begum’s Aumil j and although he was at first averse to accepting 
your offer of the aid of part of this detachment to assist in superintending the 
destruction of the fort of Bingah, he is now desirous of taking advantage of 
your proposal. It is accordingly my intention to furnish him with a company, 
which with his own force now there ought to be perfectly adequate to the 
duty, without running the smallest risk. 

I have, &c. 

Camp near Secrora, (Signed) J. MacGkath, 

11th February 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding a 

Detachment, Baraitch district. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Detachment in Baraitch. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 11th instant, conveying intelligence of the flight of Dowcul Sing with his 
guns, and your occupation of the small fortress of Bumowrah. 

2. 1 regret that it has not been in your power to prevent the escape of this 
Zemindar with his guns, which may be productive of unpleasant consequences 
hereafter ; but 1 am satisfied that the preservation of the ghurry, and its 
occupation by so small a party of our troops from Secrora, if those measures 
were expedient or practicable on any other grounds, would by no means avert 
or diminish the injurious effects to be apprehended from the flight of the 
Zemindar, and therefore it is my duty to desire that Bumowrah be immediately 
demolished. 


3. Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, as well as yourself, has been repeatedly 
apprized of his sovereign’s sentiments on this subject being in entire concur- 
rence with mine, and therefore it is unnecessary to make any further reference 
to his Excellency the Vizier, who is prevented from transacting business at 
present by the religious duties of the Mohurrum. 

4. Respecting the employment of your detachment after the forts of 
Bumowrah, Rhewa, and Jkanah shall be destroyed, I can only for the present 
refer you to the statement of fortresses and guns contained in my despatch of 
the 27th December last, remarking for your more particular guidance that tlie 
forts of Mobarickporc and Jugnapore, and the guns of Isheeree rSit^ and 
Bhojung Sing and Shahbaz, have not yet been reported to me in the detail of 
your proceedings in Baraitch, and that it is the particular desire of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, as well as the wish of the Honourable the Vice-i^esident in 
Council, that every thing which is necessary to be done in that province should 
be executed at present, while a battering train and every requisite equipment 
are on the spot. 

5. It would be highly satisfactory to me if, before the march of your 
detachment from the scene of its active operations during a period of so many 
months, you could procure and transmit to me a written declaration, under 
the seals of the Vizier’s principal officers, Hukeem Mehdi Alee K^n and 
Balek Ram, to certify that all the forts and ghurries in the districts of Nandparra 
and Baraitch have been taken by your detachment and destroyed, and ithat no 

Zemindar 
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Zemindar in this district can be considered as possessing tl),e means of further 
opposition to the Government. 

C. It is my intention to suggest this measure at the first favourable opportu- 
nity for the consideration of his Excellency the Vizier, who will, I doubt not, 
be pleased to issue the necessary orders on the subject to the two Aiunils 
whom 1 have mentioned. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

13th February 1810. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
27 I'd). 1810. 


Ordered, That the above despatch do lie for consideration. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 6th March 1810, 


Penpal Political 

(’onsultations, 

6 Muidi 1810.' 


To his Excellency Lieutenant-General G. Hewett, Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. Fort-William. 

Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 14tb instant, I have the 
honour of submitting to your Excellency the enclosed copy of a letter which I 
l)ave this day addressed to Major-General St. Leger, commanding the troops in 
tlie field, together with copies of the documents which are relerred to in that 
letter. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

22d February 1810. Resident. 


Letter 

from lU'sitlcut at 
Lucknow. 


To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field atCawnpove. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 15 th instant, I have 
the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGralh, commanding the 
detachment in Baraitch, together with a copy of my answer to that letter, and a 
translation of a letter addressed to Colonel MacGrath by the Vizier’s Aumil 
of Baraitch. 


1-ctler 

from Kesident at 
Lucknow. 


S. From the contents of the latter document you will jjcrceive, that the pre- 
sent state of the district of Baraitch is by no means such as >to authorize the 
removal of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath’s battalion, or that of the squadron 
of cavali^ belonging to the station of Pertaubghur; but I am not aware of any 
objection to the immediate recall of the battering train: and I trust that on 
his Excellency the Vizier’s arrival in the district of Baraitch, which he pro- 
poses visiting in tlie course of the ensuing month, I shall be enabled to suggest 
an arrangement for the future conduct of affairs in that province, which 'will 
admit of our withdrawing the whole of the extraordinary force, and directing 
the return of Colonel MacGrath’s corps and of the cavalry to their respective 
cantonments before the beginnini; of April. 

I have, &c, 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

SSd February 1810. Resident. 


To 
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Bengal Political Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Consultations. Sir : 

6 March 1810. j Jjarf yesteniaj the honour of receiving your letter of the 14th by express, 

I accompanied by copy of an arzee written by Meer Sarnia Alice, her Highness 

Lkuf'lam-CoLd the Blunv Bcirunds Anmil. Your remark relative to the disposition ofthenative 

AJacCrriitii, i)fl jccrs ill trniismitting complaints without any foundation in truth, I acknowledge 
is evidently applicable to the case in question ; and from the communication I 
held u'itli Meer Saniiii Alice, I should have suspected him to be the last person 
who was capable of compiling such an extraordinary mass of misrepresentation. 

It would he needless to enter into a particular repetition of every part of the 
Aumil’s arzee ; I will therefore confine my remarks to such points as are material. 

I must, in the first place, acquaint you, tliat I positively declined allowing the 
Aumil to interfere witli any measures 1 thought proper to adopt for the capture 
or surrender of the fortress of Hunnoomanpore, being well aware I could effect 
separately, by negotiation, what in concert with him would have cost many 
lives ; and from this circumstance alone can I account for the extraordinary 
representation he has made to you on the subject. 

Ilullolpooree, the Chilla of the Ghossein, who liad charge of the fort, on 
learning that I had authority to act independently of the Aumil, immediately 
sent in olfcrs of surrendering the fort and his guns, upon a promise of security 
to himself and personal jiropei ty ; terms which I readily agreed to. He soon 
after waited on me in camp, wlicre he resigned his authority over the place upon 
the terms I had pledged myself to observe faithfully. He gave up two guns, 
superior to any the Aumil had with his troops, and offered to forfeit his life, if it 
hereafter appeared that he was possessed of more. He at the same time men- 
tioned a neighbouring Rajah in the Regum’s jagier, whose name I do not recol- 
lect, who occasionally supplied him with additional guns, when he was involved 
in disputes with the Zemindar whose possessions lay contiguous to his. 

The motives the Aumil had in view, by wishing me to deliver over the Chilla 
to him as a prisoner, I have reason to say were very diflerent from what be ! 
avows ; and I never could have complied with his wishes, without sacrificing i 
my faith to satisfy his avaricious and oppressive designs. | 

I certainly declined to give over the fort of Bhurtowlec, or Hunnoomanpore, i 

until I had executed your orders, as lie had previously expressed a wish of \ 

retaining it for the accommodation of a thannah. Instead of one mine, no less | 

than twelve, containing forty-eight maunds of powder, were sprung under the | 

fort, which have not only had the effect of destroying the works, but the foun- | 

elation is shaken in such a manner as to render it impossible to undergo repair. | 

Ramunporc I always considered in possession of the Aumil : it consisteil of a | 

large mud building, where a place of worship is erected, surrounded by a | 

breast-work and deep ditch, which I desired should be levelled, and I furnished | 

the Aumil with a small party of Sepoys to protect his workmen during the time I 

they were employed in demolishing the place. I told him that the Ghossein’s I 

dwelling house or temples should not be destroyed with my concurrence, as I 

■they could not be considered any part of the fortification. I 

The Aumil attended me to Secrora, when he expressed his satisfaction at the 
service this detachment had performed for her Highness, and stated that nothing 
remained in the district of Goonda to be performed which required the aid of 
tlie troops under my command. Before I parted I furnished him with a letter 
addressed to the officer who was to command the company I intended to 
detach for the purpose of superintending the destruction of Bingah ; a circum- 
stance that must have escaped his memory ■when he wrote the conclusion of his 
arzee. 

I have detached fifty Bildars, under a guard of Sepoys, to destroy Bumow- 
rah, which will be easily effected in one day. Several other small places inferior 
to Ilumowrah, have likewise been demolislied, which I did not include in the 
statement 1 had the honour of furnishing you with. The declarations you require 
from the Chuckludar of the district and Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, are here- 
with sent; likewise Meer Samin Alee’s acknowledgment of having been 
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placed in posscsaion of Bioj^ln Rameypore, and the destruction of Hutinooman* 
pore. I have applied to him for a similar declaration to tliat which Balek liani 
has given, and as soon as he furnishes roe with it, I shall forward the same to 
you witliout delay. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) J. MacGkath, 

Camp, Rhewa, Lieutenant-Colonel, coroiiiandiiig 

1 8th February 1810. a Detachment in Baraiich. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 18th instant, with its several inclosures; and I am extremely sorry to observe, 
from the representation of the Aumil, Balek Ram, whose letter to your address 
Ibrmed one of the enclosures in your despatch, that the state of the district of 
Baraitch is by no means such as could be wished for, or as, under any circum- 
stances, could authorize my suggesting to hi.s Excellency the Vizier the pro[)riety 
of withdrawing your battalion, or recalling tlie squadron of cavalry to Pertaub- 
ghur, where its presence is highly desirable. 

2. I solicit your particular attention to the subject of Balek Ram’s letter, a 
translation of which is enclosed ; and I beg that you will lose no time in adopting 
the measures which may appear to you to be proper and practicable, with the 
force under your command, for the suppression of the refractory Zemindars and 
restoration of the tranquillity of the district. 

I have, &c, 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Slst February 1810. Resident. 


Translation of a Letter from Balek Ram to Licutenant-Colonel MacGrath, com- 
tnatiding a Detachment in Baraitch, dated the \6th Mohiirrnm 1225, or 21a/ 
February 1810. 

Vou have requested me to inform you of the number of forts and guns remain- 
ing in this district to be demolished and taken, in order that they also may be 
captured by the aid of the British detachment, and that the entire tranquillity of 
the district may be established before the troops be withdrawn. I have accord- 
ingly the honour to state to you, that all the forts in this district, for the de- 
struction of which the aid of the British troops was required, have been already 
taken and demolished, and that you have also taken several guns from tlie Zemin- 
<lars against whom you proceeded : indeed, a greater number of guns, on the 
whole, than was stated in my arzee to the Presence have been taken and delivered 
over to the Sirkar, but the Zemindars who have fled from their forts, such as Bo- 
jung Sing of Peagpoor, Roshun Khan of Nandparra, Dowlut Sing Zemindar of 
Rhetva, Sheo Sing of Bingali, Dowcul Sing of Bhutowra, and Hunnoomanporc 
of Bluirtowlee, have all carried several guns with them, and continue in open 
rebellion. With the exception of the above persons, there are no guns in the 
possession of any of the Zemindars, nor is there a single fort of consequence 
to be reduced in the district. 

You are, however, fully aware of the disturbances which still exist in the 
district, notwithstanding the presence of the troops. On one side, Roshun 
Khan is committing depredations by night and day ; and on the other, Bojung 
Sing and others plunder the villages and people. Sheo Sing, the Zemindar of 
Bingah, has collected a number of followers, and is committing depredations 
iw Bulrampore and Ikana : so is Dow'cul Sing, the Zemindar of Bhutowra. 

Under such circumstances, is it possible that the district can be said to be in 
a state of tranquillity ? or can we ever expect the establishment of peace in the 
district, unless a force be stHl employed to check the depredations of the 
marauders ? On the contrary, disturbances will daily increase, since even mow, 
while the detachment is present, depredations are constantly committed. I 


flengaf FoKtieal 
6 March ISlOC 


Letter 

ii’om Hesident at 
Lucknew, 


Letter 

from the Aumil. 


Siv orig. 
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Bengal Political leave it to voursclf to determine what the state of the district will be^ if tlie 
Consultations, troops unrier your command march away from it. Not a single Mahajun o 
(». larch 1810. ^ moment’s rest from the oppressions of the refractory Zemin* 

dars, and their property and Jives will be endangered. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAfLLiE, 

Resident. 


T5e»gal Political 
Consultations, 
20 March 1810. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The QOfh March 1810. 


To His Excellency the Right Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice 
President in Council, &c. &c. &c., Fort ^Villiani. 

Honourable Sir: 

I have the honour of submitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Major-General 
St. Lcgcr, commanding the troops in the field, together with copies of the 
several documents which are referred to in that letter. 


X^iCttcr 

h orn Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Lucknow, 

3d March 1810. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpoic. 

from Resident at q. 

Lucknow . • 

1 have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed 
copies of letters whicli have reccntl}' passed between me and the commanding 
oflicer of the troops at Sccrora, together with a copy of a letter which I have 
this day receive from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, and a copy of my answer 
to that letter. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow', (Signed) . 1 . Bail lie, 

3d March 1810. Resident. 


Letter I'roni 
.it.iilcnant-CoIonrl 
Muberi. 


To Captain .1. Baillic, Resident at Lucknow'. 

Sir : 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a public 
letter received from Lieutenant Denty, coniinanding at Nantlparra, under date 
the Slst instant, for your information. 


From the report stated in Lieutenant Denty’s letter, it appears that the best 
])url of the outer-w'orks of the fort is entirely destroyed, and that a less force 
tlian five companies is fully sufficient for the protection of Nandparra. 
Should you be of that opinion, and that two companies might be withdrawn 
with satiety, as there arc no apprclien.sions of tlie enemy’s attacking tlie place, 
I have to request you will favour me with your furtlicr instructions on this 
subject. 


Sccrora, 

C-fth February, 1810- 


I have, fkc. 

(Signed) R. Mabf.iit, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding Sccrora-. 


Lctlpr IrojH 
Lie'Ucimnt Denty* 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert, commanding Sccrora. 

Sir ; 

In reply to the second paragraph of your public letter of the ipth instant, I 
beg leave to inform you, that it is my opinion that two companies of the pre- 
sent detachment might he withdrawn. Two sides of the outer fort being entirely 
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Westroyed, it will not now be worth the enemy’s while to attack it, therefore Bengal Political 
three companies, I think, will be perfectly sufficient for the protection of 
Nandparra. I do not believe any large body of the enemy have been in tlin " ' __ 
Wistrict since our arrival. Small parties of them have attacked two villages in Lcticr /iom 
the neighbourhood, but, from the nature of the country, this is entirely onto I-icmtimnr Dmiy. 
mv power to prevent; for as I mentioned in a former letter, these parties are 
constantly changing their positions, and by keeping always in the jungles, it is 
impossible to pursue them with infantrj’. I would, tlierel’ore, strongly recommend 
a body of cavalry being stationed here, who might on some occasion surprize 
these freebooters, and by a severe example prevent the like attacks in future. 

Small parties of Ilindoostanec horse stationed at the different villages in the 
iungles would, I make no doubt, drive the enemy out of the district altogether ; 
but unless some measures are taken, I see no prospect of its prosperity by the 
])i:esent detachment remaining, for those villages at the distance of a few coss 
must invariably be subject to attack, without our being able to render them 
assistance till too late. I have, therefore, to report, that I conceive three 
companies perfectly sufficient for the protection of Nandparra. With this force, 

I think it very improbable the enemy would ever think of coming here ; but 
that a party of cavalry is necessary to clear the country and secure the villages 
from molestation. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) H. F. Dentv, 

21st February 1810. Lieutenant, commanding Nandparra. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert, commanding the Troops at Secrora. Lettn 

from Resident at 

• Lucknow. 

1, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date the 

24 th instant, with its enclosure from Lieutenant Denty to your address. 

2. I consider yourself to be the only competent judge of the extent of the 
force which is required for the protection of Nandparra, and I shall have no 
hesitation in approving the recall of two companies of Sepoys, if you deem 
that measure to he expetlient. 

f). I solicit your particular attention to the enclosed copies of letters which 
have recently passed between me and Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, respecting 
the state of affairs in Baraitch, and the practicability of an arrangement for the 
future protection of that district, which will admit of the return of Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacG rath’s battalion to Seetaporc. 

4. I request that you will be pleased to peruse those documents with attention, 
and to communicate your sentiments on the general subject of them to me with 
the least practicable delay. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2f)th February 1 8 10. Resident. 


To Captain .1. Baillic, Resident, Vizier’s Court, Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your public letter of the £()th 
ultimo, with its several enclosures, respecting the atfairs in Baraitch, and, having 
attentively perused them, I am aware of no difficulty in making the necessary 
arrangement required for the future protection of the district, in the manner 
proposed by Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, which might be more easily effected 
i)y substituting a troop of cavalry at Nandparra, in the room of two companies 
of the present force now there, which in that event would be withdrawn, and 
afford me a greater force at this post, which could be detached on any emergent 
occasion for the protection of this part of the district. 


LcUlf tVem 
Lieutciumt-Coiorol 
.Mahon. 


From all the various statemepts which I have received from the officer in 
eottunand at Nandparra, relative to the state of affairs in that district, I am in- 
duced to give it as niy opinion, that a force consisting of three companies of 
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native infantry u ith a troop of cavalry will be fully adequate to tlic seri^ice 
icciuired, which with the force proposed by Lieuteuaot- Colonel MacGratli to be 
stationed at or near liulranipore will protect that part of the frontier from the 
incursions of the rebellious zemindars, who are stated to have taken refuge in 
the jungles in that quarter. 

I have, &c. 

* (Signed) R. Mabeut, 

Secrora, Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

1st March 1810. Secrora. 


To Captain J. Baillie. Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir; 

I have the honour to acquaint you that the battering-train moved this morn- 
ing towards Bhyramgliaut, on the way back to Cawnpore, under charge of two 
companies of the second battalion of the Fourth Regiment. 

Rajah Sheo Sing of Biiigah has expressed a wish to be permitted to return to 
his zemindary. In reply to his application, I have desired him to withdraw 
himself and adherents from Bqjung Sing and Dultoman Sing’s party, and repair 
to JJaraitch, where I would be ready to afford him security of his person and 
property, and would ensure his pardon on giving into the terms alluded to in 
>our letter of the 2.5lh ultimo. Should the restoration of this Zemindar to his 
lauds be effected (a prospect I have little doubt of), I look upon it that the 
Peagpoor Zemindars, now in his alliance, will through his influence be given up, 
or prevented from committing depredations in the district, as the principal num- 
l»ev of followers belonging to the party are in the pay and under the exclusive 
authority of Sheo Sing. 1 shall move directly to Baraitch, where I mean to stop 
until I can ascertain whether Sheo Sing is sincere in his offers. With respect to 
seizing him or any of his associates by force, I fear every endeavour would be 
fruitless ; and any use a force can now be made of would be to prevent the 
rebels plundering the district, and in case of their venturing any distance from the 
jungles to cut off their retreat. 

'I'he disaffected Zemindars now lurking in the northern extremities of the 
flistrict are the only people from whom the smallest apprehension is at present to 
be entertained. They' liave hitherto remained perfectly tranquil in the jungles, 
and will not attempt to disturb the peace of the district, as long as a small dc- 
tac hment remains in advance to keep tiiem in check. I shall, in the meantime, 
use every means in my power to encourage Sheo Sing’s return ; and should I fail 
in the attempt, I must only try the effect of following him and his party into 
tlieir present retreat. 

For information relative to the situation of the Zemindars of Bumowrah and 
Uhewa, who have absconded, 1 refer you to the Chuckludar’s letters herewith 
fiicioscd, by which you will perceive that nothing need be apprehended from 
tlieir disafFecliou. At the same time I beg leave to state it as my opinion, that 
botl) of them will, in the course of a short time, undoubtedly return to a sense of 
their ullcgiance. 

Iluiiuoomanpore, of Bhurtowlee, having been turned out of liis habitation, has 
Ijcen obliged to take up liis residence in a jungle on his zemindaiy. He has 
It peatedly written to me on the subject of the harsh treatment he has experi- 
cneetl ; but as I have not the power of redressing bis grievances, 1 liave rcconi- 
incnded him to repair to Lucknow and submit his complaints to you in {lerson.. 
I l>eg leave to enclose a letter I received from him two days ago, Vron) the con- 
tent- of which I trust you will be sensible of the reason he has to be <lissatisfied 
with tlie Auinil of Goonda. 

A company belonging to the second battalion of the Fourth Regintent is still 
at liingali, superintending the destruction of the fort, and as soon as this duty is 
(•(.'inplfic tl, I shall order its return to Lucknow. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. MacGhath, 

Camp, Rhew'a, Lieutenant-Colone), commanding 

1st March 1810. a Detachment, Baraitcii District 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, connmantling the Detachment in Baraitch. 

Sir: 

1, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 
1st instant, with its inclosures, and I shall be extremely happy to hear that Sheo 
Sing has returned to his allegiance, and that an arrangement with that Zemindar, 
satisfactory to him and to her Highness the Begum’s Aumil, has been concluded 
tlirough your mediation. 

2. Respecting the Goosseyn of Hunnoomanporc and Bhurtowlie, I have this 
day addressed a letter to her highness the Begum, and a purwannah to her 
Aiiniil, Saniin Alee, who is directed to conciliate the Goosseyn and restore him 
on easy terms to his village. The purwannah to the Aumil is enclosed and left 
open for your perusal. 

3. I have further the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed translation of 
a letter which I have this day received from his Excellency the Vizier, and a 
translation of the arzee of Uukeem Mehdi Alee Klian, which is referred to 
in that letter. 

4 , If the statement in the latter document be correct, tliere seems every 

reason to expect the speedy and successful termination of the services of your 
battalion in Baraitch, by the seizure and surrender of Roshun Khan, and of all 
the other rebels and fugitives who have taken refuge on the confines of Ncpaul ; 
and, with this view, I suggest the propriety of your affording your assistance 
to Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan in the e.xecution of the plan which he lias pro- 
posed. * 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J.Baillie, 

3d March 1810. Resident. 


From liis Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 3d March 1810.) 

I transmit, for your information, the enclosed copy of an arzee which 1 have 
received from Hukeem Mehdi Alec Khan, dated the 28th ultimo, together with 
a copy of the Hindce letter which accompanied it ; and I request that you will 
issue such orders on this subject to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath as may appear 
to you to be expedient, informing me of tlic substance of your letter to Colonel 
•MacGrath, that I may issue corresponding orders to the Hukeem. 


The Arzee of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. (Dated the 28th February 1810.) 

(’olonel MacGrath told me to-day, that the plan proposed by the Resident of 
Lucknow for the protection of the district of Baraitch was that of stationing 
five companies at Bulranipore and five companies at Nandparra from the bat- 
talion now atSccrora. This arrangement appears to me to be highly projrer and 
e.xpedient, because in whatever direction the rebels may lly, they will be imme- 
diately puioslied with effect, and the minds of the Ryots will be at ease by the 
presence of the British forces. Colonel MacGrath, however, has further 
informed me, that he has received orders to pursue Slico Sing of Bingah, who 
has excited disturbance in Goonda. 

At present I am concerting measures with an officer of the Government of 
Nepaul for the seizure of the rebels Roshun and others, who have fle<l towards 
the hills of that country, and this officer has promised to carry the measure into 
effect, ill consideration of a reward of two thousand rupees, which I have 
agreed to pay him. An agreement, under the seal of the Ghoorka, has accord- 
ingly been procured to this effect, that on the arrival of the British detachment 
oil the confines of Ncpaul, the rebel Roshun, and all the other defaulters from 
this government, with their followers, shall be seized and delivered over to the 
Sircar. It appears, also, that Gian Sing and Heera Loll, adherents of Roshun, 
and DcUhemman Zemindar of Peagpoor, and Sheo Sing of Bingah, have all taken 
refuge in those hills. Under these circumstances, it appears to be advisable that 

the detachment under the command of Colonel MacGrath, and the force with 

c 


Bengal Political 
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Ar/.ec 01 
Ilukeeni Meheii 
Alee Khan, 
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Bengal Political me, should iintiK'dialely march towards the hills ; and I have accordingly 
•20 directed Mohumimul liadi to forward one hundred bullocks laden with grain 

0. Gurheeahhoor, tor the use of the troops, and suggested to Colonel MacGrath 
Arzee of the proftiiety of his marching in that direction. The Colonel tells me, however, 

Ilukci in Mclidi (|)at without the orders of the Resident, he cannot march towards any other place 

Alee Khan. district of Bingah, for that he has addressed a letter to-day to the 

Resident on the subject of my representations, and that it is his intention 
to remain at liliewa till he receives an answer to liis letter. 1 deem it my 
duty to submit these circumstances to your Excellency ; and as the seizure 
of the rebel Roshnn, through the means of this officer of the Government of 
Nepaui, is of the first an<l greatest importance, since it must at once put an end 
to every disorder in the district, I am hopeful that your Excellency will procure 
and expedite to Colonel MacGrath the orders of the Resident for his immediate 
itmrch with the force under his command, including the cavalry, in the direction 
which 1 shall point out to him. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
2 May 1810. 


Letter 

from He.sident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 2d May 1810. 

To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

• Fort William. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of submitting for your information the enclosed copies of 
letters which I have recently received from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, com- 
manding a detachment in Khyreeghur. 

I have, See. 

His Excellency (Signed) J. Baili.ie, 

the Vizier’s Camp, Resident, 

at J yzabad, 10th April 1810. 


Letter from Captain Baillic, Resident at Lucknow. 

Lieuti'iiant-folonel Sir '. 

.Mactirath. J have the honour to acquaint you with my arrival on the l^anks of Kunarah 
River this morning, ten coss east-north-east of Khyreeghur. The rebels under 
Roshun Khan, finding I was pursuing them so rapidly, were forced to abandon 
most of their heavy baggage, which fell into my hands this morning, contained on 
eleven hackeries : tlie remains of some gun-carriages and tumbrils were likewise 
found in the road; but, as yet, I have not been able to discover the guns. The 
length and difficulty of the march this morning prevented me from continuing 
the pursuit; but I intend marching again to night, when I am in hopes, eitlier 
to come up with the enemy, or gain so much uj»on them that a few days will, in 
all |)robability^, terminate the pursuit. 

I have detached a party of his Excellency’s cavalry in advance, to hang on the 
rear of the enemy, and afford me information with respect to their force and the 
route they are pursuing. 


The ground I am now encamped upon was yesterday occupied by the enemy; 
and from information 1 have received, it appears that Budjha Sing, with about 
one hundred follower.s, has joined Roshun Khan’s party. 

Mudoo Sing, the brother of Ram Sing of Kyreeghur, has eansed all the boats 
to the northward on the Gogra to be secured ; and unless the rebels retreat into 
the hilLs, which I think improbable, there is little chance of their escape. 

I have, &c. 

(’amp on the Banks (Signed) J. MacGrath, 

of the Hunoura, Lieutenant-Colonel, communding 

28 th March 1810. a Detachment- 
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To Captain Caillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 have the pleasure to inform you, that I succeeded tliis clay in coming up 
with the rebel force under Koshun Khan, and after a severe but successful 
attack, completely defeated the enemy, with heavy loss in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners. 

Rosluin, who was present during the commencement of the action, fled into 
the jungles and made good his escape, although closely pursued. Ilis family, 
two dismounted guns, and the remainder of his baggage, were sent off yester- 
day, in a north-west direction, towards the Gogra. 

After the enemy had commenced their retreat, I pursued them for a consi- 
derable distance through the jungles ; but from the extreme fatigue my troops 
had undergone, I found it necessary to give them a temporary refreshment, and 
1 propose marching again in the course of the night, and if possible renewing the 
attack ; but I am apprehensive the terror struck by the effect of the action to- 
day will render it impracticable to overtake them before they reach the banks of 
the Gogra, in wbich direction it would appear they are retreating. 

From the exertions of Ram Sing, I am in hopes all the boats to the northward 
of Khyreeghur have been efl’ectually secured ; and a Soubadar of the hills, now 
in camp, has taken such precautions as will prevent their retreat into the hills. 

In this action I have to regret the loss of one man killed and eight wounded. 
The loss of the enemy was very severe, but as yet I have not been able to ascer- 
tain the number correctly. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Simgrec, (Signed) J. MacGhath, 

on the Banks of the .Tullery, Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

thirty miles north of Khyreeghur, a Detachment. 

30th March 1810. 


To the Honourable J. Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. See. 

Fort William. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of submitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a 
letter which 1 have this day addressed to the Provincial Commander-in-Chief of 
the troops, together with a copy of my despatch to Lieutenant-Colonel Mac- 
Gralh, which is referred to in that letter. 

I have. Sec. 

His Excellency, (Signed) J. Baii.lie, 

the Vizier’s Camp, Resident. 

Fyzabad, ]3tb April 1810. 


To Major-General St. Leger, Provincial (/ommander-in-Chief, Sec. Sec. See., 

Cawnnore. 

Sir : ^ 

1. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed co[»y 
of a letter which I have this day addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, 
together with copies of the documents which arc referred to in tliat letter. 


2. The object of Colonel MacG rath's expedition to Khyreeghur, in as far as 
the Vizier’s interests were concerned, namely, that of the seizure of the rebellious 
Zemindar of Nandparra, being superseded by the flight of Roshun Khan towards 
Ramporc, and the state of the district of Khyrabad appearing both to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier and to myself, to require the recall of a portion of the British 
troops to that district, I have on these accounts, as well as from a recollection of 
the Mushes of his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, deemed it to be my dut}’ 
to authorize the immediate return of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath w ith his 
battalion to the cantonment at Sectaj)orc, submitting, however, for your consi- 
deration, 
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Bengal Political deration, the propriet}' of countermanding or confirming the instructions which I 
issued to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath. 

I have, &c. 

Ills Excellency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

the Vizier’s Camp, Resident 

Fyzabad, fSth April 1810. 


Letter To Licuteiiant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Khyreeghur. 

from Ilrsidcnt at c* 

1 iicknow 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 28th 
and 30th ultimo, and to transmit to you, for your information, the enclosed extract 
from a despatch which I have this day received from the Governor-General’s 
agent at Barellie, announcing the escape of Roshun Khan across the Gogra 
and his flight into the district of Rampore. 

2. If this intelligence be correct, and there seems no reason to doubt its 
authenticity, I am not aware of any good purpose which can be answered by 
your remaining in the district of Kliyreegbur, unless the seizure of the Zemindar 
of that district, as suggested in the letter of Mr. Brooke, or the apprehension of 
the rebel and marauder Budjha Sing could be accomplished by the force under 
your command, which, at the present advanced period of the season, is I fear 
totally impracticable. 

3. Under these circumstances, and from a recollection of the sentiments of 
liis Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief w'ith a reference to your battalion, as 
conveyed in a despatch from the Adjutant-General of the Army to the com- 
manding officer of the troops in the field, I deem it to be my duty to authorize 
and direct your return with the corps under your command, to the station of its 
cantonment at Sectapore, unless you shall receive contrary orders from the Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief of the Army, to whom a copy of this despatch shall 
be immediately transmitted by express. 


I have, &c. 

Ilis Excellency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

the Vizier’s Camp, Resident, 

at Fyzabad, ISlh April, 1810. 


1 llllMlltiltlOll', 

Mill I silt. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 0.9 th May 1810. 


j.t I'c! -pQ ffonourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. Ac. &c. 
L'u kiifiw. Honourable Sir : 

1. I have the honour of submitting for your information the enclosed copy of a 
letter which 1 have this day addressed to the commanding officer of the forces, 
together with copies of the documents which are referred to in that letter. 


2. I am sorry to have occasion to report to you, that the condition of the 
districts of Sooltanpore, Pcrtauli^hur, and Barellie, which were under the charge 
of Rajah HoolassSing and his brother, both now in confinement at the requisi- 
tion of his Excellency the Vizier, is such as to give little hope of essential 
immediate advantage from his Excellency’s presence in the country, or from any 
suggestions of mine at so late a period of the season. 

3. A balance of nearly twenty-two lacs of rupees, being more than the amount 
of the revenue of the three districts in question for a year, is statcrl to be due by 
tlic Aumil, and but a small portion of this balance is supposed to be in the hands 
of the Zemindars. 

4. The realization, therefore, of any considerable part of the arrears of revenue 
seems to me to be highly improbable ; and the principal advantages in my 
contemplation are those of convincing his Excellency the Vizier of the ruinous 
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system of tlie adm'mistcation of this hrandi of his Government, and obtaining 
such accurate information regarding the state of a large portion of his dominions, 
as may lead to a benehcial arrangement for the ensuing fusly year, and may 
preclude the necessit^r «f em^o^ing, or greatly facilitate c^peHiSiena of, a 
British military force in the ensumg cold season. • 

I have, &c. 

His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) * J. Baillie, 

Sooltanpore,, Resident. 

lOth May 1810. 


To Lieutenant-General St. Leger, commanding the Forces, &c. &cl &c. 

Cawnpore. 

Sir : - 

1 have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed copy of 
a letter, dated the 3d instant, which I addressed to the commanding ofBcer of 
the troops at Sooltanpore, together with a copy of a despatch which I have this 
day received from that officer. 

I have, &c. 

His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Bait.lie, 

Sooltanpore, Resident. 

10th May 1810; 


To Major R. Fraser, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore. 

Sir : 

1. The present state of the tfistrict of Dalinow, and the measures now in con- 
templation for the future management of that district, having induced his Excel- 
lency the Vizier to summon the Deputy Aumil of Dalmow, Race Koossul Sing, 
to his Excellency’s presence in camp, and the recent misconduct of that Aumil 
giving great reason to believe that he meditates an escape across the Ganges, 
with the public treasure and the records of the district under his charge, I am 
requested by his Excellency to desire that you will detach a sufficient force from 
tills station to the neighbourhood of the fortress of Dalmow, for the purpose of 
preventing the Aumifs escape across the Ganges or otherwise, and, if necessary, 
of seizing his person, and conducting him m security to camp. 

2. A detail of the force which is now acting with Koossul Sing, consisting 
partly of the Vizier’s troops and partly of the Aumil’s adherents, will be furnished 
for your information and guidance. The commander of the Vizier’s troops at 
Dalmow will be instructed to place himself under the orders of the commanding 
officer of the British detachment, and to obey that officer implicitly in every 
respect ; and a body of one hundred of the Vizier’s Candahar horsemen, under 
the command of an active officer, with instructions similar to the above, will be 
directed to advance with all expedition to the neighbourhood of Dalmow, and 
tliere await the arrival of the British detachment. 


3. As the accomplishment of the object in view seems to require secrecy and 
the utmost possible expedition, you will be pleased to direct the commanding 
officer of the detachment to proceed by the nearest route to Dalmow, and to 
make as long marches as possible, without harassing the troops under his 
command. 


4>. On his arrival at the place of his destination, he will deliver or forw'ard to 
Koossul Sing the enclosed dustuck, or mandate, under the seal of his Excellency 
the Vizier, requiring that AumiFs immediate attendance at Sooltanpore; and 
after securing the person of the Aumil, if necessary, so as to preclude the possi- 
bility of escape, he will be careful to prevent the embezzlement of any part of 
the treasure or public records of the district, and will escort the latter, with the 
Aumil, in security,, by easy marches, to this place, apprizing, me by. ckpress of 
his proceedings in the execution of this duty.. 


Ihave,&c. 

His Excellency the Vizier’s camp, (Signed) J, Baileie, 

At Sooltanpore, Resident. 

3d May 1810. 

T To 
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CansuUationa, 
May 1810. 

Letter from 
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Letter from 
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Letter 

from Secretary to 
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Letter 

from Pcsident at 
Lucknow. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; , 

Herewith 1 have tlte honour of transmitting a copy of an official letter 
received this morning from the officer in command of the detachment from this 
post on service in the district of Dalmow. 

I have, &c. 

Suhanpore, (Signed) R. Frasek, 

lOth May 18J0. Major, commanding at Sooltanporc. 


To Major El. Fraser, commanding at Sooltanpore. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the British 
Resident at Lucknow, that 1 arrived here this morning witli the detachment 
under my command, and effected the seizure of the person of Koossui Sing, 
his Excellency the Vizier’s Deputy Aumil in the district of Dalmow, without 
any difficulty or trouble. 

2. In confjrmity with your instructions, contained in the third paragraph, I 
delivered to the Aumil the dustuck, or mandate, requiring bis attendance at 
Sooltanpore, and explained to him the necessity of his obedience to that order, 
which he very readily complied with ; and I immediately took the necessary 
measures for the security of the Vizier’s public treasure and records of the 
district of Dalmow, by going myself in person to tlie Treasury, where I found 
no more than three bags, containing thirteen hundred and forty-three Lucknow 
rupees eight annas, and one bag of pice and cowries, which will be brought, 
under escort of my detachment, to the Vizier’s camp at Sooltanpore, to which 
place I shall proceed tomorrow morning by easy marches. I am informed that 
the whole of the treasure, excepting the above sum, had been sent to Hoolass 
Sing, now at Sultanpore, some time previous to my arrival. 

3. You will receive regular information of my progress to Sooltanpore. 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Dalmow, (Signed) F. Drummond, 

7th May 1810. Captain, commanding a Detachment. 


'J'o J. Daillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

Your letter of the 10th instant enclosing copy of your communication to 
Lieutenant-General St Leger on the subject of the measures you considered it 
necessaiy to adopt, in pursuance of the Nabob Vizier’s requisition, to secure 
the person of the Aumil of Dalmow, and reporting your sentiments on the 
condition of his Excellency’s districts which where under charge of Rajah 
Hoolass Sing and his brother, having been submitted to the Right Honourable 
the Governor- General in Council, I am directed to convey to you his Lordship’s 
approbation of your proceedings, and his concurrence in the justice of your 
remarks on the management of the districts referred to in your letter. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 

29thMay 1810. Chief Secretary to Government. 


To tiie Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

1. I have the honour of reporting to you that I have this day received intelli- 
gence from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, of the surrender to that officer, on 

the 
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the 29ll» ultimo, of Rajali Ram Sing, the rebellious Zemindar of Khyreeghur in 
the district of Barellie. 

2. The general objects of the service on which Licutenant-Goloncl 
MacGrath s detachment was employed being now entirely accomplished, in the 
most satisfactory manner, with a reference both to the interests of the British 
Government and to those of his Excellency the Vizier, the troops under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, and the detachments from the 
stations of Secrora and Pertaubghur, which were employed in Nandparra and 
Baraitch, have been recalled to their respective cantonments, under circum- 
stances which give reason to hope that they will be permitted to enjoy their 
repose for a considerable period of time. 

I have, &c. 

His Excellency’s the Vizier’s (Signed) J. Baim.if., 

Camp, Sooltanporc, Resident. 

12th May 1810. 


Ordered, That a copy of the above letter be sent for information to the 
Military Department. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 5th June 1810. 

To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. Fort William. 

Honourable Sir : 

1. I have the honour of submitting for your information the enclosed copy of 
a letter of this date, which I have addressed to Major Fraser, commanding the 
troops at Sooltanporc. 

2. Since the despatch of my letter of the 10th instant, his Excellency the 
Vizier, after confining the principal Aumil of the districts of Sooltanporc, Per- 
taubghur, and Bareilie, with three of his relations and deputies, has been 
occupied in a fruitless attempt to recover the large outstanding balances of 
rev'enue in this district from the principal sub-farmers and Zemindars, who were 
stated to be in balance by the Aumil, and a few of whom, like the Zemindars of 
the district of Akberpoor, described in my instructions to Major Fraser, have 
declined to appear in the Presence. 

3. The Vizier has been in consequence extremely urgent with me for the 
immediate employment of a large military force and the aid of a battering train, 
to reduce those defaulters to submission and enforce their attendance in camp ; 
l)ut, as the obvious inexpedience, and indeed the impracticability, of affording this 
aid, during the present inclement season of the year, were expressly declared 
aixl acknowledged before our quitting Fyzabad, and on the first suggestion of 
our visiting these districts, I have considered it to be my indispensable duty to 
adhere to my original declaration, and to decline making any requisition for the 
employment of a battering train to the commanding officer of the forces. 

4. The disorderly state of the district of Akberpoor had never been an nounced 
to me by the Vizier till after our arrival at this place, and the want of proper 
and timely information, regarding the state of the district in question, formed a 
strong additional argument in the recent discussion with his Excellency against 
his demand of a battering train, or the undertaking of extensive military 
operations at so unfavourable a season of the year. 

5. The measure which I have ultimately adopted, with a reference to the district 
of Akberpoor, has had his Excellency’s entire approbation, and will, I trust have 
the desired effect. 

1 have, &c. 

Ilis Excellency’s the Vizier s (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Camp, Sooltanporc, Resident. 

38th May 1810. 

'I'o 
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To Major Fraser, commanding the Troops at Sooltaopore. 

Sir: 

1. Tbe Zemindars of the villages of Buronna, OoHoopoor, and Fukheerpoor 
Rewpr dwendants of Baboo Sudroopjeet Sing^ Talookdar of Bedbur, in die 
district of Akberpoor, liaving resisted the authority of bis Excellency the Vizier, 
by refusing to obey a summons for their personal attendance at this place and 
treating tbe messenger with insolence and contempt, I have been requested by 
])is Excellency to desire that you will adopt the necessary measures for sup- 
porting the authority of his Government over the several Zemindars in question, 
and enforcing their obedience to his summons. 


S. From the information which I have liitherto procured, it would appear that 
the collected force of the several Zemindars, above described, does not exceed 
the number of three or four hundred match-lockmen at the utmost, and that 
they do not possess fortresses of any strength, nor strong holds of a nature or 
description against which the employment of a battering train can be required. 


S. But as tliere are several places of considerable strength reported to be in 
the possession of Sudroopjeet Sing, Deljeet Sing, and other Zemindars in 
the district of Akberpoor, who have long been in a state of equivocal submis- 
sion, if not of resistance to the Vizier’s government, and may offer their assist- 
ance to tlie Zemindars of Burouna, OoHoopoor, and Fukheerpoor, it seems on 
this account to be expedient, as well as desirable in every point of view, that 
the submission of the persons whom I have mentioned to the just authority of 
their sovereign be brought about by conciliatory conduct, rather than by military 
operations, and that the latter, if ultimately indispensable, be undertaken with 
great prudence and caution, so as to preclude the possibility of a failure at an 
unfavourable season of the year, when the employment of any reinforcement, 
and more particularly of heavy ordnance and stores, must be attended with 
great inconvenience, if not considered as totally impracticable. 

4. From a consideration of the limited force which is at present under your 
command; and of the service recently performed by a portion of your battalion, 
as well as of the nature of the service which is the subject of tbe present requi- 
sition, 1 have induced his Excellency the Vizier to offer tbe assistance, on this 
occasion, of two hundred chosen men from the body of Candahar hoFsemen in 
his Excellency’s service, and of two iron-guns, six-pounders, witli their full 
complement of golandauzes, and a proportion of field ammunition. 

5. To the above party of his Excellency tbe Vizier’s troops you will be pleased 
to add such a detachment from your battalion as may appear to you to be requi- 
site for the accomplishment of the object in view, and direct tbe whole party to 
proceed to tbe district of Akberpoor with all convenient expedition, taking care 
to furnish the commanding officer of the British detachment, on whom of course 
tbe general command will devolve, with such particular instructions, in the spirit 
of the foregoing remarks, as you may deem to be necessary for his guidance. 

6. Purwannahs, under the seal of his Excellency the Vizier, in the terms of 
the enclosed document, have been addressed to all the Zemindars in the district 
of Akberpoor, and will be entrusted to the commanding officer of the detach- 
ment, for the purpose of being delivered or transmitted on his arrival in the dis- 
trict, as may appear to be advisable. 

7. Mohummud Kooiee Khan, Aumil of Akberpoor, will accompany or pre- 
cede, and ultimately reside with the detachment, tor the purpose of ensuring its 
supplies and conveying every necessary information ; and it will be the duty of 
the commanding officer of the detachment to support tbe authority of the Aumil, 
and to enforce his demands against the Zemindars, after ascertaining tbe justice 
of those demands, in every practicable instance, without hazarding tbe safety of 
his detachment, or incurring the risk of a failure, by attacking a fortress or 
place of strength, to the capture of which his force may be inadequate, fVom the 
want of a battering train. 

8. There is, at present^ every reason to expect that the appearance of so 
respectable a force as that which 1 have here suggested, with the vicinity of the 
Vizier’s encampment, and a consideration of the terms of the purwannahs with 
which the commanding officer of the detachment will be ebargro, aided by firm, 

and 
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and at the same time conciliatory conduct on his part, will induce the refractory 
Zemindars to return to a due sense of their allegiance, and to obey the mandate 
of their sovereign for their immediate attendance on his Excellency’s Aumil in 
the district : in which case the object of the prescribed service will be very 
speedily accomplished, and the detachment will be ordered to return ; but other- 
wise it must remain encamped or cantoned in the district, till effectual measures 
shall be adopted for the reduction of all the fortresses and punishment of the 
rebellious Zemindars. 

9 . In the probable case of the flight of the refractory Zemindars, and the 
evacuation of some of their fortresses, the Aumil of the district has been enjoined 
by his Excellency the Vizier to take immediate measures for the demolition of 
all such fortresses or ghurries as may thus come into his possession ; and it will 
be the particular province of the commanding officer of the British detachment 
to see that this order be strictly obeyed. 

1 have, &c. 

Ilis Excellency the Vizier’s camp, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Sooltanpore, 18th May 1810. Resident. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1 . I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, 
enclosing a copy of your instructions to the oHicer commanding the troops at 
Sooltanpore, regarding the employment of a military force for the support of the 
authority of his Excellency the Vizier’s government in tire district of Akburpore, 
and to inform you that the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
entirely approves of the measures you have suggested to Major Fraser, and con- 
curs with you in opinion regarding the inexpediency, at this late season of the 
year, of undertaking any military operations requiring the aid of a battering train. 

2 . His Lordship in Council trusts, that the force you have directed Major 
Fraser to employ, assisted by the detachment from his Excellency’s troops, will 
be fully equal to accomplish the service pointed out in your instructions to that 
officer. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 

5th June 1810. Chief Secretary to Government. 


EiXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe 16 /A August 1810. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Cliicf Secretary to the Government, 

Fort William. 

Sir ; 

1 . I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Ilonour-able the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of my instruc- 
tions, under date the l7th instant, addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 
commanding the troops at Portaubghur. Instructions of a similar nature have 
been issued to the commanding officer of the troops at Sooltanpore. 

^ 2 . At the same time I deem it proper to transmit to you, for his Lordship in 
Council’s consideration, the enclosed translations of letters which have passed 
between his Excellency the Vizier and me, on the subject of the representations 
by his Aumils of the disorderly state of their districts, which I have every 
reason to consider as either false or greatly exaggerated, and for the ultimate 
uivestigation of which I should deem it to be highly expedient to depute a 
respectable Aumeen, as originally suggested by the instructions of Government, 
conveyed in your despatch of the 18lh of April 1808, and proposed by me, on 
this occasion, for the adoption of his Excellency the Vizier. 

U 
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Bengal Political 3. 1 'hc Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be pleased to 
1« Tu«'ust*i8l() observe, in the Vizier’s last letter to iny address, a modification of the character 
’’’ and objects of the proposed deputation to Pertaubghur, which would render it 

Letter eiitirclv f'utilc, and f'roui which, therefore, 1 must deem it to be my duty to 

1 1 oin Resident at xvithliold my consent, till the result of this reference be made known to me. 

LuckjK)w. 

If it be the wish of the Right Honourable* the Governor-General in 
Council, that the whole of the fortresses in the Vizier’s dominions be destroyed, 
with a view to the permanent tranquillity of the country and the easy realization 
of its revenue (without reference to the conduct of his Excellency’s Aumils or 
Zemindars), there appears to be no necessity for an investigation of the causes 
of disorder in tltose districts ; and 1 conceive that the employment of the dis- 
posable force which is already stationed at Sooltanpore and Pcrtaubgluir, with the 
aid of a battering train from Elahabad, would answer every purpose of the 
Vizier’s present requisition, in the course of a few months of the ensuing cold 
season. 

5. Rut if the expediency of the repeated destruction of forts in his Excel- 
lency’s dominions, which past experience has proved to us that the neglect or 
venality of his Aumils may soon recall to existence, with |)erhaps additional 
strength, independently of the consideration of justice towards the landholders 
of this country, by whom those fortresses are erected for the purposes of self- 
dclencc against tlie rapine and extortion of the Aumils, be a question of hesita- 
tion or doubt, there seems strong ground to insist on the measure of deputing 
Aumeens on this occasion, in the hope of accomplishing every just object o! 
the V'^izicr’s Government, without engaging in extensive military operations, 
from the lesult of which no permanent benefit can be expected under the pre- 
sent system of his administration. 

6. At the same time, it is but justice to his Excellency to state, tliat he has 
lately appeared to be fully as sensible as I am of the ruinous consequences of the 
system of fanning his revenues in the manner hitheito pracliscd, to persons 
totally unworiliy of trust, and that a considerable portion of his riominions is 
now under the management of Aumeens, whose instructions Jiave been prepared, 
at my suggestion, in terms very similar to tliose wliicli arc adopted in the 
Company’s tcrrilorics ; that a proclamation against the construction or repair 
of fortresses, under a lieavy penalty, and in terms suggested by me, has been 
circulated, to most, if not all, of the Aumils and principal landholders in the 
couutiy ; and that liis Exeellency has repeatedly recognized and acquiesced in a 
declaration, which I considered it to he my duty to make to him, that no future 
requisition for the reduction of a fortress already taken and destioyed, or made 
over to an Aumil by the exertions of a British force, sliould, under any circum- 
stances, be complied wdth, save as a voluntary concession on the part of the 
British Government, not implied by even the spirit of its engagements. 

7 . On the Ollier hand, it is proper to remark, that the precarious expectation 
of any permanent salutary effects from the measures which have been thus re- 
cently adopted at iiiy suggestion, docs by no means appear to myself to warrant 
an immediate decision in favour of the Vizier s requisition for the reduction of all 
the forts in his dliniinions, or even in the district of lY'rtaubgliur, wdlliout an 
investigation into the state of the country, in the manner which 1 have proposed; 
and after receiving the reports of (’olonei Palmer, and of the ofliccr conimandiiig 
at Sooltanpore, it will remain for the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council to decide wdietlier or not the measure of deputing an Aumeen to those 
districts, for the purposes which I have described, shall be urged to liis Excel- 
lency the Vizier. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

£2d July 1810. Resident. 


Letter 'fo Lieuteiiaiit-Coloncl Palmer. 

ironi Ke.sidcnt at gjp . 

E I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed translations of docu- 
ments which 1 have received from his Excellency the Vizier, containing reports 

from 
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from his Excellency’s Aumil of Pertaubghur of the refractory conduct of two of 
the principal Zemindars of that district, on which his Excellency has founded a 
reqirisition for the aid of the British troops to support the authority of his Aumil, 
and reduce the fortresses of all the Zemindars in the district. 

2. As the undertaking of military operations of any nature or extent, at the 
present season of the year, is highly inexpedient, and as it is desirable, on every 
«)ccasion, to ascertain the truth and justice of the statements and demands of the 
Aumils of this Government before proceeding to support their authority by the 
aid of the British troops, I consider it to be my duty to request that you will use 
your best endeavours to investigate and ascertain the real grounds of complaint 
against the Zemindars who are described in these documents, as well as the 
general state and condition of the district of Pcrtaubglmr, and the character and 
conduct of the principal Zemindars of that district, for the purpose of enabling 
me to decide on the expediency of employing a detachment of the British troops 
in support of the Aumil’s authority after the close of the periodical rains. 


Bcitgiil J\>]iliViiI 
CoiKsiiltution.^, 
16 August lb 16 . 

Lfttt'r 

from Kesitft lit at, 
Lucknow. 


3. With the view of assi.sling you in the progress of this investigation, instruc- 
tions have been issued to the Aumils of Pertaubghur and Beliar, in the tertns of 
the accompanying documents, which will probably occasion several requisitions 
from those Aumils for the aid of the troops under your command. 


4. On every occasion of a requisition of this nature in future, as well as with a 
reference to the Zemindars of the districts of Khroen and Soojukhur, it appears 
to be proper, in the first instance, that you address a letter, or send a message by 
an intelligent non-commissioned officer of your corps, to the person complained 
against by the Aumil, calling on him to desist from his refractory conduct, to 
acknowledge the authority of the Government, and to dieharge the arrears of 
revenue which may he due, and cautioning him against tlic eoiisequences of his 
neglect of your admonition, which must ineviiably produce his severe and cxeni- 
filary punishinent, in the case of si British force being employed against him at 
the requisition of his sovereign, tlie Vizier. 

5. The immediate cfl'cct of the measure above suggested on your part, will, in 
all probability, be the personal attendance of the Zemindar to whom your letter 
or message is addressed, the attendance of an agent on his part, or ids transmis- 
sion of an arzoe in reply, to represent the oppression of the Aumil, to assert tlie 
payment of the revenue, or to offer excuses for the derlay ; and in all those cases 
you will he pleased to receive the vcrlral or written representations of the Zemin- 

, dars, and transmit them for my information, with the result of any further 
inquiry which you may be enabled to make into the real circumstances of the 
case by a reference to the Aumil or his agent, or through the channel of your 
own conlidimtial messengers, to the Zemindars and peasantry of the villages 
adjacent to the scene of complaint. 


6. You will also use your best endeavours, in the case of expected resistance 
oil the part of any Zemindar, to ascertain the strength of his fortress, the num- 
ber of armed men iii his employment, and the probability of his deriving sup- 
port or assistance from any of the neighbouring Zemindars, reporting from time 
to time the iirogress and result of your inquiries, but declining or delaying, on 
the ground of tlie present unfavourable season, to comply with any requisitions 
from the Aumils ior the employment of a military force, save in cases of obvious 
emergency, and under circumstances which alford a certain prospect of the 
immeiliate success of the detachment which you may deem it to be proper to 
employ. 

I have. See. 

Lucknow, (Sigiuil) J. Bail lie, 

17th July 1810. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st July 1810.) 

I submit for your Excellency’s information the enclosed translation of a 
letter which I have received from Major Fraser, commanding the troops at 

Sooltanpore, 


Letici 

from lU'siclt iit at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal Political Sooltanporc, together with a statement of complaints against some of the 
Consultations, Zemindars of that district who reside within a short distance from the can- 
16 August 1810. tonments. 

Letter j {, 3^0 already issued instructions, in general terms, to Major Fraser, for the 

*'^°'Lucknow"^ support of the Aurail’s authority, by a compliance with every requisition for 
the punishment of Zemindars, of whose guilt or disobedience he shall have 
reason to be satisfied, if the state of the weather and extent of the disposable 
force at the station admit of the speedy execution of the service required, and 
I have every reason to expect that those instructions will be attended with the 
desired effect of preserving the tranquillity of the district, provided the Aumil 
convey correct information on all occasions of commotion to the commanding 
officer of the troops ; and, thcrel'ore, if your Excellency approve of those 
instructions, I suggest that corresponding orders on the subject of them be 
issued to the Aumil without delay. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident: 


Letter from 
Major Fraser. 


Extract from a Letter from Major Fraser , commanding the Troops at Sooltanporc, 
to Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, under date the Q8th June 1810. 


In respect to the paper of intelligence from Sooltanpore, which was inserted 
in your official despatch of the 21st instant, and wliich I had no opportu- 
nity of replying to fully in my last, I have only to state that every transaction 
under the head of revenue, or other public concerns between the Aumils and 
Zemindars, is to me totally unknown, having never had the least commu- 
nication with his Excellency’s Aumils, Canoongoes, or Chowdries, since my 
arrival at this station. The Aumil of Sooltanpore, Fuzul Alee Khan, pitched 
his tents and encamped his troops directly opposite to my quarters, on the 
north bank of the river Goomdty, for ten days, and never once acquainted me, 
either by note or by message, of any thing that occurred. Had there been 
occasion for it, I could have very easily then offered him what assistance he 
required. 

The conduct of all the Zemindars and Talookadars in the vicinity of this 
station is become very troublesome and highly irregular, and I beg leave to 
suggest my being vested with authority to seize and send them to the Presence, 
for the requisite punishment, without which it is most likely they will become 
still more troublesome. It is reported to me that they actually make game of his 
Excellency’s Aumils, Peons, or people sent to them with messages or requi- 
sitions. 


I beg leave to send a few complaints against some refractory fellows within 
a short distance of cantonments : they have occurred within this month and 
are attested by his Excellency’s agent. 

A true extract : 

(Signed) J. Bati.me, 
Resident. 


Lettor from the From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th July 1810.) 

I have received your letter of the 1st in.stant, covering translations of a 
letter from Major Fraser, and of its several enclosures. 

The mode which you have recommended for the punishment of the Zemin- 
dars in Sultanpore has my entire approbation; and agreeably to your suggestion, 
1 have ordered the Aumil of Sooltanpore to wait on the commanding officer of 
the station, inform him of the state of the district, and request his aid in 
bringing the Zemindars to obedience ; or in the case of his not being able, 
from the urgency of other business, to attend the commanding officer himself, 

to 
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to send a confidential person, or a letter under his own seal, and to state all 
the circunu^ances respecting the Zemindars which may come to the Aumil’s 
knowledge. 

I have further directed him to supply every necessary article for the con- 
sumption of the troops which may be required by the agent of supplies ; and, 
in the case of the Zemindar^s refusing to supply grain or forage for the cattle, 
to furnish them with his own force if it be adequate, or otherwise to apply to 
the commanding officer for his assistance. The Aumil is instructed to report 
to me the result of his conferences with the commanding officer, but not to 
wait my orders for communicating with that officer on every emergency which 
may arise. 

Orders have also been issued to the Aumils of Behar and Pertaubghur to 
procure every possible intelligence respecting the movements of Zalim Sing, 
and to report it, in the first instance, to the commanding officer of the station, 
and then transmit the intelligence to the Presence; but on no account to 
delay informing the comman^ng officer of any occurrence which may require 
the aid of the British troops, with the view of precluding depredations or 
suppressing refractory Zemindars. 

I transmit for your information a copy of the orders which have been issued. 

Translation qf orders issued hy His Excellency the Vizier to Jemaloo-deen, Aumil 

qf Behar. 

If it be required to punish any of the Zemindars in your district, or if the 
fugitive Talookadar of Buddree at any time return to Behar, you are directed 
immediately to wait on the commanding officer of the station, and inform him 
of all the circumstances of the case, of the force of any Zemindar who may 
be turbulent, and the strength of any fort or ghurry which it may be necessary 
to reduce ; and in the case of your being unable, from the exigency of other 
business, to attend the commanding officer yourself, you will send a confiden- 
tial servant, or a letter under your seal, to his address, for the purpose of 
explaining all the circumstances which may come to your knowledge, that the 
commanding officer may be enabled to adopt the necessary measures for 
reducing the Zemindars to submission with the least practicable delay. 

You are further directed to report to the Presence the result of all vour 
conferences with the commanding officer, but not to wait the orders of the 
Huzzoor for communicating with that officer on any emergency which may 
occur. 


A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 7th July 1810.) 

Your verbal communication has been delivered to me to the following 
purport: “that from the conduct of Mohuramud Kolee Beg and the three 
“ other Aumeens, you could not place any confidence in their statements, and 
*' that you were apprehensive that after the close of the periodical rains, when 

a requisition might be made fur the assistance of the British troops, some 
“ delay would occur on your part in afibrding the aid required, in consequence 
“ of your being unacquainted with the real state of those districts, and that 
** this delay might be displeasing to me,” 

From the increasing friendship between us, I have invariably hitherto 
adopted all your suggestions with a reference to those mehauls, and am dis- 
posed to do so in future, being fully convinced that, by your assistance and 
advice, those districts will be restored to perfect order, and that nothing will 
ever occur on your part to cause me the smallest displeasure. 

Agreeably to your original request, my orders have been issued to the 
Aumils to collect and transmit all the information in their power ; and I have 

X hitherto 
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Letter 

from tUe Vijsier. 


hitherto seftt, arfd shall always stfod to you in future, copies of ell akhUars and 
arzees which I receive. 

I now transmit, for your information, a variety of documer.ts which will 
convey to you ail the particulars. 

With a reference to your original suggestion regarding the capture and des- 
truction of forts, I entirely concur with you in this opinion, and I trust that 
it will soon be carried into effect, and that tranquillity and good order will 
tliereby be restojed to every district in niy dominions. 


If you have no reliance on Mohummed Kolee Beg and the other three 
Aumeens, it seems proper that some respectable person be appointed by me 
with suitable assistants, and that another person with the requisite assistants be 
also deputed by you, to ascertain the condition and strength of tlie several 
fortresses, the number of armed men with the Zemindars, their several strong 
liolds, and the jungles and other places difScult of access in their possession. 
The whole expense attending this deputation shall cheerfully be discharged by 
me ; and thus every necessary information being obtained during the present 
season, the fortresses can easily be destroyed after the breaking up of the rains. 


With regard to your ultimate apprehension of the flight, and future depre- 
dations of the refractory Zemindars and their abettors, as their reliance on the 
strength of their forts alone has hitherto puffed them up with vain ideas of 
re.sistance, when all their forts shall be destroyed, their ideal greatness will 
vanish, and the terror of the British arms will induce them to return to their 
allegiance. 

In consequence of the friendship and amity subsisting between us, the 
punishment of all the rebels in my dominions must rest entirely on you, and to 
you only can I apply for the adoption of the necessary measures. Who is 
there, indeed, besides yourself, that can perform this service to my satisfaction, 
or to whom can I issue my requisitions, save to you? Consider, therefore, before 
setting out, what can be done now towards the accomplishment of the object, 
and hereafter, if necessary, let us, according to former agreement, proceed to 
the spot, and there determine on future measures. 


A true translation ; 


(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


l-cttcr To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 18th July 1810.) 

from Resident at 

Lucknow. I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's two letters, dated the 
7th and iGtIi instant. 

The settlement of the districts of Pertaubghur, Dalmow, &c., has always 
been considered by me as an object of the highest importance; but as the 
adoption of any measures for this purpose was impracticable, with the degree 
of information which I had hitherto been enabled to obtain, and it had been 
agreed on between your Excellency and me that orders should be issued 
to the Tehsildars of the several mehauls in question, directing them to a.scer- 
tain and report the amount of the collections of the Aumils who have lately 
been removed, and to realize such balances as the Zemindars might con- 
fess to be outstanding, procuring and transmitting at the same time the most 
accurate information regarding the force of the refractory Zemindars ; and 
as the attainment of this information, though in by no means a satisfactory man- 
ner, appeared for a time to be in train, from the tenor of the various docu- 
ments which your Excellency was in the habit of sending to me during the last 
month, I had determined to wait the receipt of all the expected documents, 
and after a mature consideration of the whole, to offer such suggestions to your 
Excellency for the settlement of the districts in question as circumstances 
might appear to require. 


During 



OUDE PAPERS, 79 

During the last ten or twelve days the transmission of intelligence from 
those mebauls has been entirely discontinued by your Excellency ; and con- 
sidering my information to be imperfect, I refrained from submitting my opinion 
till the receipt of your last letter to my address, when I again looked over the 
papers, and have collected from them the following points : — 

By the report of the Aumil of Pertaubghur, it appears that there are only 
three or four Zemindars in that district whom the Aumil considers as refrac- 
tory. Of those, one, for whom Mohun Loll Oopadheea is security, would 
appear to be in confinement with the Aumil, another to be of so little consi- 
deration that the Tehsildar himself avows the power of punishing him, and only 
awaits your Excellency’s orders to do so. A third is in attendance on the 
Tehsildar, and is reported to be refractory merely because he claims the deduc- 
tion of nankar, and credit for his former payments to the displaced Aumil, with 
some remissions on account of drought, &c., all which seem to be just and 
reasonable in the extreme. 

In the elaka of Sooltanpore, in like manner, there are but a few Zemindars 
reported to be refractory, and of those the arrears of revenue do not amount to 
any considerable sum ; but their failure to attend the Aumil is certainly a proof 
of disobedience, if it be true, as reported by that officer. On the whole, how- 
ever, it is evident that the information which I have hitherto obtained does not 
suggest the necessity of adopting any extraordinary measures, with a view to 
the settlement of those districts, nor enable your Excellency or me to decide 
on what is proper to be done ; and this obvious want of information has 
induced me, in pursuance of your Excellency’s late suggestion, to look out for 
some respectable person in the charcter of an Aumeen upon iny part, to accom- 
pany another whom your Excellency may be pleased to depute for the purpose 
of ascertaining tlie real condition of those districts, and conv^ing ample 
reports on them for your Excellency’s information and for mine. In the mean 
time, I have deemed it to be proper, with a view to your. Excellency’s satisfac- 
tion, and in the spirit of your recent orders to the Aumils of Pertaubghur and 
Sooltanpore, to issue detailed instructions to the commanding officers of the 
British troops in those districts, for the guidance of their conduct in every 
case of a requisition for military aid to be made by your Excellency’s Aumils 
during the season of the periodical rains, and from the tenor of those instruc- 
tions I augur much important information regarding the real state of the coun- 
try, which will greatly assist my judgment in deciding on what should here- 
after be done. The substance of my instructions to Colonel Palmer and Major 
Fraser is as follows 

That on every occasion of a requisition for the punishment of a defaulting 
Zemindar, they in the first instance address a letter, or send a message by an 
intelligent messenger to the person complained against by the Aumil, calling 
on him to desist fi'om his refractory conduct, to acknowledge your Excel- 
lency’s authority, and to discharge the arrears which may be due, and warning 
him of the inevitable ruin which he must incur by persisting in rebellious 
practices. That if the Zemindar who is thus accused by the Aumil state any 
plausible excuse for delay in discharging the revenue, or complain of the 
Aumil’s oppression with apparently just ground, the Zemindar’s statement be 
received and transmitted to me, with as full a detail as may be procurable of 
all the circumstances of the case. But if the guilt of the Zemindar shall be 
manifest, and^ his immediate reduction expedient and practicable, without the 
hazard of a failure or great inconvenience to the troops at the present unfavour- 
able season, that measures be adopted for that purpose without delay, other- 
wise the service to be postponed till the close of the rainy season, and the 
intermediate time to be occupied in obtaining every information to ensure a 
speedy and successful issue of it after the breaking up of the periodical 
rains, when the troops must of course be employed. 

I shall transmit the foregoing instructions, with translations of some of the do- 
cuments which I have lately received from your Excellency, by the mail of this 
evening, and I confidently expect a favourable result from them, in the subinis- 
Sion and return to obedience of most of the refractory Zemindai>. But if any 
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Lucknow. 


shall persist in their rebellion, and the empld^f^ent of a largOr force with 
a battering train shall ultimately appear to be indispcnwibl^ that force shall of 
course, be applied for j and agreeably to my original promise, I shall be ready 
to accompany your Excellency at a proper season to the spot, and to assist in 
tlie settlement of tbecounliy. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 

Resident 


"From his Excellency the Vizier, (Received the 21st July JSIO.) 

I have received your letter of the 18th, in reply to mine of the 7th and 
l6th instant. You have stated that the transmission of arzees, &c. continued 
for a time, and during the last ten or twelve days has been discontinued. 

Whenever arzees or akhbars have been received, I have invariably sent them, 
after perusal, to you ; and if I receive any hereafter, the same rule shall be 
observed. 

With regard to your remark, that as the information hitherto obtained res. 
pecting those districts is obviously insufficient to enable you to decide on what 
is proper to be done, you are on the look out for some respectable person, in 
the character of an Aumeen, to accompany the person whom I may depute, 
&c. Sec. I must again refer you to my letter of the 7th, in which 1 remarked 
that it seems proper that some respectable person, with suitable assistants, be 
appointed by me, and that another, on your part, with like assistants, be also 
deputed to ascertain the condition and strength of the several fortresses, &c. &c. 
My meaning in those words is no more than that a person be sent to ascer* 
tain the points which I have stated ; not surely in the character of an 
Aumeen, which 1 by no means approve, because I have Aumeens already in 
those districts. 

With regard to your other suggestions (recapitulate the contents), they 
appear to be perfectly proper, and have my entire approbation, as I only wish 
to recover the balances of my revenue, which are justly due, and to restore 
tranquillity in those districts, in such a manner as to prevent the Zemindars 
from being troublesome at any future period. From one observation, however, 
in your last letter, I may infer that the forts of those Zemindars who submit 
and return to obedience are not meant to be destroyed, and this is contrary to 
your original suggestion. But this discussion is of little importance at present, 
as after our arrival on the spot, we can determine on the measures to be 
adopted ; and any suggestions which may then be offered by you 1 shall be 
sincerely disposed to acquiesce in. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie. 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date 
the 22d ultimo. 


2. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council entirely ap- 
proves the tenor of the instructions, of which you have transmitted a copy, to 
the officers commanding at Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore. 

•'3. This measure, also, which you suggested to his Excellency the Vizier, of 
deputing an Aumeen to ascertain the real state of those districts, appears to his 
Lordship in Council to have been perfectly proper and judicious, and conform- 
able to the general instructions of the 18th of April 1808, to which you have 
referred. 

4. It is the wish of theGovernor-General in Council, that on the receipt of the 
expected reports from the commanding officers at Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, 

you 
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you should exercise jpur discretion with regard to the expediency of urging the Bengri PoJiticaJ 
adoption of the measure which you have suggested j his Lordship in Council, ^'au^iSIO. 
however, is by no means prepared, as the alternative of that measure, to L 

acauiesce in the perverted object of it proposed by the Vizier. l-etter 

* ^ , from Secretary t 

5. The observations which you have slated on the question of destroying the tiovemment. 
forts in his Excellency’s dominions, are considered by his Lordship in Council 
to possess much weight, and the only determination on that question which his 
Lordship in Council is at present disposed to form is, that they should be 
destroyed in cases in which the possessors have taken advantage of them to 
resist the just authority of the State, and compelled the employment of our 
troops to enforce their obedience. The orders which, with a view to provide 
against the restoration or renewal of fortresses once taken or destroyed, have 
been promulgated at your suggestion, and your declaration to the Vizier that 
the British Government would not be under any obligation to comply with a 
requisition for the aid of its troops in the reduction of a fort restored or 
renewed after being taken or destroyed, are entirely approved. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signetl) N. B. Edmonstonk, 

Ihth August 1810. Citief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The ‘25 th September 1810. 


Bengal Political 
C'onsultations, 
25 Sept. 1810. 


To N. B. Edmonstonc, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government, Fort William. 

Sir: 

1 have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
which I have recently received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding 
the troops at Pertaubghur, together with a copy of a letter which I have ad- 
dressed to that officer, and a copy of my letter of this date to the commantler of 
the forces. 

J have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. B.aillie, 

lOtlj September 1810. Resident. 


Letter 

irom ReBident at 
Lucknow. 


To Captain Baillic, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

The Aurnil of his Excellency the Vizier in this province is constantly ex- 
pressing a desire for the assistance of small bodies of troops to aid in the col- 
lection of the revenues, and I beg to be favoured with your specific instructions, 
whctlier requisitions of this nature from him are to be complied with, or if 1 
am to wait for the directions of yourself, or the officer commanding in the field, 
or the division to which the detachment under my command is attached. 


Letter from 
LicutenanuColonel 
Palmer. 


Pertaubghur, 

Sd September 1810. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. P.vljieu, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
at Pertaubghur. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Luckiiviw. 

Sir: 

Having used my utmost exertions, in the manner pointed out to me in your 
instructions under date the 17th July last, to ascertain the disposition of the 
Zemindars of whose conduct complaints had been transmitted lo tfie Vizier by 
his Excellency’s Aumil of Pertaubghur ; and Noueyt Roy, the Aumil, having 
this day renewed, in the most urgent manner, his entreaties for a detachment 
of British troops to aid in their reduction, I have now the honour to submit tn 

Y vou 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer. 
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25’&ipt*lSo proper to direct. 

The intelligence I have received in great part corroborates the accounts 

Letter from gjyen by Noiieyt Iloy of the refractory conduct of Deenah Sing, who not only 

Palmer” withholds, under promises of speedy payment, the arrears of payment due from 

him, but is at this moment taking steps to possess himself of the rents which 
will be due from the crops now on the ground, with a view of providing ample 
means of resistance to the authority of the Vizier's officers. Frequent messages 
have been sent to him by me, and Sepoys are at this moment with him, to urge 
him to a prompt discharge of bis arrears. I am now on the point of addressing 
a letter to him, insisting on immediate payment or security being given, and 
with an assurance that no further delay can be admitted, his answer to which 
must be considered as containing full proof of his intentions. 

Here I beg to observe, that should it eventually become necessary to proceed 
against him to extremities, a train of battering cannon will be wanted for the 
reduction of his fort of Soojakhur, which is very strong, and the gateway too 
inaccessible to be attempted by assault, without exposing the party employed to 
the hazard of a most serious check, and the consequent loss of many lives. 

Bhyroo Bukhsh, Zemindar of Khroen, being in similar circumstances, I have 
adopted towards him the same line of conduct; and as 1 understand his fort is 
by no njeans strong, 1 propose to detach against him two companies and a six- 
pounder, a force perfectly adequate to his reduction, as soon as his final answer 
shall be received, of which both from him and Deenah Sing 1 shall furnish you 
with immediate information. 


Most of the Zemindars in this district evince an equal reluctance with these 
men to discharge their revenue, and I think an example being made of some of 
them would pr«.»ve the most probable means of inducing all to a proper mode 
of behaviour in future. I embrace this opportunity of assuring you that I have 
not been able to learn any instance of undue exaction or oppressive conduct 
on the part of the Aumil. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaubgbur, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

5th September 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
Sd instant, apprizing me of repeated requisitions, on the part of the Aumil of 
Pertaubgbur, lor the employment of the troops under your command in aid of 
his collections of the revenue, and requesting my specific instructions on the 
subject of those requisitions. 


2. The tenor of the fourth and concluding paragraphs of my letter of the 
17th of July last to your address, seems to me to have a direct application to 
the subject of the present reference, which, however, was extremely proper on 
your part, and is advisable in every instance where there is the smallest occa- 
sion of doubt. 


3. If you be satisfied of the justice of the demands of revenue whicli you 
have been called upon by the Aumil to enforce, and there be no impediment, 
in a military point of view, to your compliance with the Aumil’s requisition, 
I am not aware of any objection to your detaching such portions of the troops 
under your command, as may appear to yourself to be sufficient for the accom- 
plishment of the object in view, prohibiting such detachments, of course, from 
any attempt against a fortress or ghurry till they be provided with a battering 
train, and every requisite tor a regular siege, in obedience to the orders of the 
Government. 

4. As the concurring tenor of your recent reports, and of the Aumil’s re- 
peated representations, has served to remove every doubt in ray mind of the 
expedience, and even the necessity of adopting measures of coercion against a 
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few ofthe most powerful Zemindars in the districts ofPertaubghur and Bareilly, 
it is my intention to take an early opportunity of suggesting to the commander 
of the forces the propriety of his directing a battering train to be detached from 
Elahabad to your station ; and I shall be glad to be favoured with a commu> 
nication of your sentiments, in detail, regarding the commencement and pro- 
gress of the military operations which you may deem to be indispensable for the 
reduction of the principal forts, and general restoration of tranquillity in the 
two districts in question. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baxllik, 

"^th September 1810. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
25 Sept. 1810. 


To Lieutenant-General St.Leger. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of tlie subject of my despatch of the 20th of July last, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copies of letters 
which have more recently passed between me and Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 
commanding the troops at Pertaubghur, together with copies of the documents 
which are relerred to in those letters. 


Letter 

from Resideut et 
Lucknow. 


2. On this occasion it is my duty to suggest for your consideration, the pro- 
priety of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer’s being provided with a battering train, at 
as early a period as may be practicable, with the view of enabling him to under- 
take the reduction of Soojakhur, and the other military operations which form 
the subject of the Vizier’s requisition, with a referetice to the district of 
Pertaubghur. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baiulis. 

10th September 1810. Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

Sir : Secretary to 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, tiovenunent. 
enclosing copies of your correspondence relative to certain refractory Zemindars 
in the district of Pertaubghur, and to inform you that the Right Honourable 
the Governor- General in Council, while he laments the necessity of employing 
the British troops in coercing his Excellency’s disobedient subjects, entirely 
approves your proceedings as reported in your despatch. 


Fort William, 
25th September 1810. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. B. Eumonstonje, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 


T/te 5tk October 1810. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 22d ultimo, I have now 
the honour of transmitting to you, for the information ofthe Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which I have 
received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops at Pertaub- 
ghur, together with copies of the documents which are referred to in those 
letters. 


Lucknow, 

17th August 1810 . 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations^ 

6 Oct. 1810. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To 
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]^gal Political To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Consultations^ <^j]* • 

* ^8 10. j myself the pleasure to enclose, for your information, three statements 

Letter from of such circumstances as I have been able to procure, respecting the Talookadars, 

Lieutenant Colonel Dewan Jubber Sing, Dooiieah Sing, and Byroo Bukhsh ; and as I expect to be 
Palmer. furnished with similar documents of others of the Zemindars in the course of a 
short period, I will also forward them to you, and shall be glad to know if this 
i.s the nature of the information you require, and whether it affords you the 
requisite knowledge of the probable state of the district. 1 find great difficulty 
in obtaining any accurate description of the characters and inclinations of the 
Talookadars anil Zemindars, for although the people of the country complain 
of their ofiprcssions, &c., still they shew extreme aversion to giving any intelli- 
gence respecting them to strangers. 

I am just ijiformed that two persons have arrived from Jubber Sing, in con- 
sequence of the message I sent to him, and that they will wait upon me in the 
morning. I shall exact from them statements of the cause of his Excellency's 
revenues being withheld, and at the same time demand the immediate payments 
of all balances. Byroo Bukhsh is, I learn, desirous of coming in to me, and I 
have sent to encourage him to this measure, and expect to see him in a day or 
two. 

I have, &c. 

Pcrtaubghiir, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

10th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

at Pertaubghur. 


F.nclorurt. Statement respicting Dexean Jubber Sing, Talookadar of Puttee. 

This person seldom comes to his house, but remains generally in the adja- 
cent jungle, where he is attended constantly by five hundred men. They 
remain there, and make no disturbance ; but when the rent is required of him, 
he brings together about two thousand men, and endeavours to drive off the 
Tehsildar and his party. Wlien he does not succeed in repelling the force of 
the Tehsildar, he exerts himself to the utmost in destroying the country, not 
regarding even his own talooka : he afterwards disperses most of his men, and 
retires himself to the house of his father-in-law, at Singramow, in the Honour- 
able Company’s territories, and thus eludes every attempt to apprehend him. 
The amount of his rent annually is90,(K)0 rupees. He has a strong fort called 
tJingh-ghur, about five coss to the eastward of these cantonments. 

Pertaubgluir, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

9th August 1810. LitMitcnant-Colonel. 

EncUtsurr. Statement respecting Dooneah Sing, Talookadar of Sonjakhur. 

This person is in confinement himself, but his family are in a fortress there, 
which is considered a place of importance and strength, through having a 
jungle on the north and east, said to be impassible by troops. On the south is 
a small river and an extensive jungle. This jungle may, with much exertion, 
be passed by infantry. 

The west side of the fort faces an open country, but this face is much 
.stronger than those protected by the jungle, &c. being furnished with bastions 
and wall-pieces. There are no cannon in the fort. It is surrounded by a 
trench of eight or ten cubits deep and nearly of the same breadth. The walls 
are ten cubits high and proportionably thick. 

The eldest son of Dooneah Sing and his Dewan, with two hundred followers, 
live constantly in the fort, and can at half a day's notice increase them to eight 
hundred from the villages of Antoo, Omree, Mehometpore, and Gouradand. 
From the evasive disposition of Dooneah's .son, there is no reason to expect 
that the arrears due by his father to the Sirkar will be forthcoming, while there 
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is no force at. hanJ to compel liim. This family lias never paid their lent, r.'inir;.; 

while any probabilityr eniaincd of being able to withhold it. {Me 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. 

Dth August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding. Lieuanimt.ro">nf 


Statement respecting Byroo Bu/c/is/i, 'Talookadar of Khrocn. 

This person has lately built a ghurry at the village of 'J'arrovvree, which arc 
both surroumled by an immense jungle, through which the road or footpaths 
are extremely narrow and rugged. The trench which surrounds the ghurry is 
from six to eight cubits deep and as much in breadth : the walls are niue cubits 
high, of mud. 

By roo Bukhsh and two hundred of his adherents remain con.stantly in the 
ghuny, and seem to keep it in a good state for defence. He can, in c.ises of 
emergency, call in Zalem Sing and Davy Sing to his assistance, from Baniiy-- 
mow, with two hundred men. He has constantly avoided paying any money 
to the Sircar since the death of his lather, who was killed about three years 
ago. He does not, however, give any interruption to those who fnllll their 
agreement to the Sircar. 

Pertaubghur, (.Signed) S. Pai.mf.ii, 

9lh August ISIO. iiicutenant-Colonel. 


rahnt r. 

clast lit. 


To J. Baillie, Esq , Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I herewith have the honour to transmit for your inspection the accompanying 
documents, alluded to in my address of the lOth instant, and also an account, 
or statement, of sums said to be paid to the Aumil, he. by Dewan .Iubl;er 
Sing, with a promise from him of liquidating his balances immediately. 1 have 
people now out with the other Talookadars mentioned in your letters of the 17th 
ultimo, and of the 1st instant, and as soon as 1 receive their answers will have 
the pleasure of enclosing them to you. 

I have, he. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Palmer, 


Ifth August 1810. 


Lieutenant-Colonel, commandint 


at Pertaubghur. 


Left* r r. t 

1 '.tlniff. 


Statement respecting Ilurchund Sing, liajah of Bamnaghur, Purgunnah Aniet/iee. 

The fortress of Ilamnaghur is the usual place of residence of the Rajah and 
his family, and is represented to be of very considerable strength, being |»ro- 
vided with cannon and a garrison of five hundred men, which can in the course 
of one day be reinforced by four thousand men. The trench, which is seldom 
dry, i.s nine cubits deep and twelve wide; the walls are of mud, ten cubits in 
height and twelve thick. The only regular gate is on the east Ihcc : there is a 
small wicket o» the west. The fort is situated in an extensive jungle pa.ssable 
on the ea.st side otdy, and in which are twenty ghurries, occupied by the 
tenants and dependants of the Rajah. The gate, which is flanked by cannon, 
faces the mo.st accessible part of the jungle. 

Tlie Rajah seems to manage bis finances but indiflerently, and his profusion, 
together with the confidence he places in the strength of his fort, are thought 
fo be the chief cau.ses of the arrears due to the Sircar. He bear.s, nevertheless, 
the character of being a peaceable, well disposed person. 

Pertaubgbiir, (.Signed) S. Palmer, 

14-th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, rominandnig 

at Pertaubghur. 

Statement respecting Bchadur Sing, Rajah <f Dcodee, Purgunnah Pcriauhghur. 

This person possesses a ghurry at Dewlee, situated in an open jungle, and 
surrounded by a trench seven cubits deep and eight broad ; height of tlie walks 
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ten cubits, and the breadth ttvelve cubits ; gate on the east face. A garrison 
of a hundred men are constantly kept in the ghurry, and it is thought the 
llajah j)rocures the assistance of seven hundred men from his own villages if 
his circumstances require them. 

He has hitijerto paid his rent with punctuality, and attends whenever he is 
required by the servants of the Nabob. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Palmeu, 

1 tth August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

at Pertaubghur, 

Statement respecting Byresall, Rajah of Purgnnnah Rampore. 

The Rajah is in possession of Rampore ghurry, which is said to be the most 
considerable of any fortification of that class in the disti ict. 

Depth of the trench seven cubits, breadth seven cubits : the walls are ten 
cubits high and seven in thickness. The ghurry is well supplied with cannon, 
swivels, and other fire arms, and garrisoned constantly by five hundred men. 

Pyresall pays his rent punctually, and has lately been admitted to the pre- 
sence of the nabob. He seems to be a very popular person, and would, were 
his affairs to require it, call together most of the men of his purgunnali, 
perhaps two or three thousand. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

Ifth August 1810. Lieutenant-(.A)lonel, commanding 

at JV'rtaubghur. 

Description of the Gkurn/ of Amree, in the rurgiimiah (f Pertaubghur, in the 

possession of Babhoo Loll Salt. 

Depth of the trench seven cubits, breadth eight cubits ; walls ten cubits 
high and ten broad. The gate is on the north face, with a constant garrison 
of one hundred and fifty men, and can bring in four hundred more whenever 
liis affairs .may require it. 

The garrison is surrounded by a jungle, which extends three coss on the 
north, south, and east sides, and seven coss on the west, which is very diffi- 
cult of access. Babboo Loll Sah is refractory, and pays no more to the Sircar 
than he himself thinks proper. Neither arguments not threats are likely to 
induce him to discharge his arrears. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

l-fth August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

at Pertaubghur. 

Description of the Ghurry of Untoo, Purgwinah Pertaubghur. 

The ghurry is in the possession of Babboo Ooday Sing. Depth of the ditcli 
seven cubits, breadth eight cubits ; walls ten cubits high and ten cubits in 
breadth. Has only one gate, which is on the north face. The adherents of this 
person, who remain constantly in the ghurry, amount to about one hundred 
and fifty men, and it is thought he can, when his affairs require it, bring in 
from three to four hundred more. 

Babboo Loll Sab is reff actory, and never fulfils his agreement with tlic Sircar, 
nor will be attend the Nabob’s civil officers when required. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

M'th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

at Pertaubghur. 

Description of the Ghurry of Tajghur, Purgunnah Pertaubghur, 

Depth of the trench seven cubits, breadth eight cubits ; height of the walls 
ten cubits, breadth twelve cubits. This ghurry is in the possession of Babbo 

Suroop 
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Siiroop w'J'o with Im fkmily lives in it very peaceably, and duJ_j.- dis- 

charges his rent whenever it becomes payable. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Pal.meh, 

14th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 


at Pertaubghur. 


Bengal Pulltlml 
CoiiKultatioiif, 

5 Oct. law. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

77/e lOf/i November 1810. 

To N. B. Edraonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 10th uUimo, I have 
now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information oF the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
which I have more recently addressed to Lieulenaut-Colonel Palmer, com- 
manding the troops at Pertaubghur. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

lltli October 1810. Resident. 


Bengal rniitita! 
C'oiisultaf ion 
10 Nov. 18 

Leltt*!' 

from UeNklent iit 
l.ucLuou . 


Extract from a J,eiler from Captain J. Baillh% Resident at Luc7:?iow, to Lieutenant . j'''Utr 
Colonel Palmer, commanding the 'Troops at Pertaubghur, dated the il3d Sep~ 
lemher 1810. 

A descriptive list of the soveial fortresses and gluirries in the districts of 
IVrtaubghur, Sooltanpore, and Barcllie, whose possessors liave recently resisted 
the just authority of the Slate, has been requested from his Excellency the 
Vizier, and shall be transmitted to you as soon as I obtain it. In the mean 
;iinc, I shall be happy to receive from you a communication of your own sen- 
timents, regarding the most proper season i'or the commencement of your 
active operations, as required by my letter of the 7th instant, to which I 
again solicit your attention. 

A true extract : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. L. ttei 

gjj. . li'Diu Itcsidriit 

T * n 1 • • i /• LiuLiiow. 

1. In pursuance or the intention conveyed to you by the fourth paragraph of 
my letter, under dace the 23d instant, 1 have now the honour of transmitting 
to you the enclosed list of fortresses in the district of Pertaubghur and its 
dependencies, which I have this day received from his Excellency the Vizier. 

“C'. Neither his Excellency, however, nor myself, is disposed to place much 
reliance on the accuracy of' tlie statement and description which arc contained 
in the accom|)anying document, and we rely with perfect confidence on the 
success of your o.wn exertions to procure the most accurate information regard- 
ing the number and strength of the fortresses which it may be necessary and 
proper to reduce, with a view to the future tranquillity of the country ; as 
well as regarding the real characters and conduct of the several Zemindars, 
who have been reported as in a state of rebellion against the government. 

3. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed 
extract from a letter wliich 1 have this day addressed to C;q)tain Drummond, 
commanding the troops at Sooltanpore. 

I have, 8ic. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2oth September 1810. Resident. 
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from Kosideiit at 
Lu<’k«o\r. 


Zrst of I'orls and Gharries belonging to Zemindars in the Elaka of 

Periaubghur. 

In Pertaubghur^ eight gburnes. 

1st. la the talooka of Soojakhur, a strong ghurry surrounded by a jungle, 
belonging to Dooneah Sing, Talookadar. 


!^d. In Deolee, a strong ghurry on the bank of the river Sye. I'here is 8 
jungle also, and it belongs to Rajah Behadur Sing. 

6\1. In the talooka of Untoo there is a strong ghurry and a jungle : Oodee 
Sing is Talookadar. 

4<th. In the talooka Umree there is a large and strong ghurry surrounded by 
.1 jungle, belonging to Doorgapershaud. 

S <5th. Doomeepore, a strong ghurry surrounded by a jungle and nulla, 

belonging to Omeed Sing, Talookadar of Serayee Oppodeo. 

Cth. Lollgnngc, a strong ghurry situated in a jungle : Rajah Behadur 
Sing, Talookadar. 


7th. The village of Purwar, a small ghurry in a jungle, and on the bank of 
a river belonging to Bln’^roon Bukhsh, the son of Abhiiuan Sing, Talookadar 
of Khroen. 


8th. In Soesa a small ghurry belonging to Sectul Sing, Talookadar. 

In Duleelporc, five ghurrics. 

1st. In zillali Udhar Cliinge, village Mowarkeh : Lull bind Ishurce Bukhsi), 
the son of Roy Mehihan Sing, is llie pos.^essor of it. 

2d. A strong ghurry in Dnreeaporc, belonging to Dergpaul Sing, Talookadar. 

SJ. A strong ghurry in Dhurowlee, belonging to Doorgapershaud. 

4th. A strong ghurry in Mouza Sooltanpore, occupieil by the followers and 
dependents of Dirgpaid Sing. 

5th. One ghurry in Monza Chundoka, zillah .\urungabad, in which the 
Zemindar, Galza Sing, resides. 

In Purgunnah Puttee, five ghurrics. 

1st Roy pore, in the elaka of Royzubber Sing Talookadar, a strong fortress. 

2d. A strong ghurry in Mudchpore Khass, in the elaka of Ghumbeer Sing, 
surrounded by a jungle. 

3d. In Mouza Etawan, a strong ghurry surrounded by jungle, occupied by 
Phooloo Roy, a dependant of Zubber Sing. 

4th. A ghurry in Sulisua. This ghurry and the preceding one belong to 
Zubber Sing. 

5th. A ghurry in Surputpore, village Mehdea, in the talooka of Busawnii 
Sing. 

In Pergunnah Ramj)ore, two ghurrics belonging to Lull Byrie Lall, viz. 

Isl. In Kuhtowla Khas.s, and 

2d. In the village of Etawan, which has been recently constructed by the 
agent to the Zemindar of Kuhtowla. 

In Jammoo, where Ishuree Bukhsh resides, two ghurrics. 

1st. One ghurry in Jammoo Khass ; and the other, 

2d, In the village of Eerowleah, in the elaka of Perthepal Sing. 

Total, twenty-two ghurricis, exclusive of Gurametee. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 
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Ertract from a Letter from Captain BailUet Resident at LucKnov), to Captain 
Drummond, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore, dated the iidlh Hep- 
iember 1810. 

I concar entirely with you as to the inexpediency of making further de- 
tachments from your corps, except in cases of urgent necessity, until the 
arrival of the battering train at Pertaubghur, when you must, of course, be 
prepared to comply with every requisition which may be made to you on the 
part of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops at Pertaubghur, 
and to consider yourself and the whole of your disposable force as under the 
immediate orders of that officer. 

A true extract : 

(Signed) J. BAiLLtc, 

Resident, 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
25th ultimo, a translation of which has been submitted to his Excellency the 
Vizier, and the enclosed is a translation of his answer, to which your particular 
attention is desired. 

2. I was very sorry to understand, by recent accounts from Burellie, t!)at a 
sufficient number of hackeries for the transportation of the ammunition and 
stores bad not then been collected at the (lath ; but I trust that the arrival ere 
now of fifty hackeries, which were despatched from tins citv on the 28ih 
tiltimo, will have obviated every impediment to the speedy transportation of 
the stores. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2d October 1810. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier (received the 8th October 1810). 

I have received your letter of the SOth ultimo, conveying, for my informa- 
tion, the translation of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, and suggest- 
ing that an intelligent person be sent to Pertaubghur, to superintend the supply 
of necessaries for the use of the detachment ; as also that a list of the fortresses, 
in the manner mentioned by Colonel Palmer, be furnished without delay, and 
tiesiring a communication of my sentiments on another important question 
suggested by that officer. 

With respect to the early transmission of a list of the several fortresses and 
ghurries to be reduced, with a statement of the arrears of revenue which are 
due by the different Zemindars, orders have already been issued to the several 
Aumils on this subject, and those orders shall now be repeated to them in 
urgent terms. Orders have also been sent to Nowneith Roy to report in 
detail the state of the district under his charge to Colonel Palmer, and to exert 
himself to the utmost of his power in supplying every necessary I'or the de- 
tachment after its march. 

In answer to Colonel Palmer’s inquiry regarding Zemindars who may, in 
consequence of the appearance and approach of the large force, deliver them- 
selves up and enter into engagements to liquidate their arrears of revenue, 
namely, whether the fortresses, or fortified houses of those Zemindars, shall 
remain unmolested, or be destroyed like those of the other rebellious Zemin- 
dars, I desire that you will inform Colonel Palmer, that such Zemindars as 
may, without opposing resistance, return to their aUegiance and obedience, 
should be assured of the security of their persons and property, and directecl 
to attend on the Aumil, for the purpose of paying their arrears of the present 
and fornier years, in which case their villages and houses shall, of course, 
remain in their possession ; but fortresses of every description which may be 
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capable of tlefence, or the possession of which might, in Colonel Palm€r*s 
opinion, induce or enable the Zemindars to resist the authority of the Govern- 
ment, on any future occasion, should certainly be levelled to the ground. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter of the 2Gth ultimo, I have 
now the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy and translation of an 
arzee addressed to the Vizier by his Excellency’s Aumil of Sooltanpore, con- 
taining a detailed and descriptive statement of the fortresses in that district 
and its dependencies, which it is his Excellency’s wish to have reduced during 
the ensuing cold season, after the conclusion of the operations in Per- 
taubghur. 

2. The enclosed arzee and statement you will perceive to be totally silent on 
the highly important question of the balances due by the Zemindars, who are, 
merely in general terms, pronounced by the Aumil to be refractory, and in 
arrears of revenue to the State. 

3. It will, therefore, be your province to ascertain the truth or inaccuracy 
of the Aumil’s assertion on this subject, before you proceed to extremities 
against the several Zemindars whom he has accused ; and, with this view, I 
suggest the profuiety of your requiring from the commanding officer of Sool- 
tanpore such information as that officer may be enabled to collect on the 
general subject of this despatch, and of my corresponding instructions to 
yourself and to Major Fraser, under date the 17lh July last. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

10th October 1810. Resident. 

Ihe Arzee efi'uzul Alee Khan, dalcd the l.v/ Oetober 1810. 

On the 271b ultimo I had the honour to receive your Excellency’s shookha, 
dated the 22d, directing me to transmit to the Presence a detailed account of 
the jumma for the I'usly years 1215, 12l6, and 1217, and the amount of sums 
realized from the whole of the mehauls under my charge, as also a descriptive 
statement of fortresses and strong holds in the possession of the refractory 
Zemindars in my EJaka. In reply, I have the honour to represent to your 
Excellency that the wasil bankce account for the years 1215 and 12lG, and the 
wasil bankee account of the Uml Amanee for the year 1217, 5*»d a statement 
of the several mehauls which are in a state of tranquillity and disorder, are pre- 
paring, and shall be transmitted to the Presence with the least practicable delay. 
The circumstances respecting the dowl for the year 1218, are as follow: The 
Zemindars of this Elaka being refractory, consider the exposure of their collec- 
tions, or inspection of their documents by your Excellency’s officers, as detract- 
ing from their privileges and rights, and oppose it by every means in their power; 
in consequence of wliich little can be done for the profit of Government, parti- 
cularly ai this season, when it is advisable to promote, instead of impeding, the 
cultivation of the rubbee crops, and to adopt measures for the realization of 
last yeai’s balances, and for the collections of the khnreef harvest. The neces- 
sary steps for these purposes, as well as the preservation of the present rubbee 
crops ha' e been already carried into effect ; and in the month of Aghun, when 
your Excellency’s forces will be assembleil, and all the refiactory Zemindars 
will be puuislied in an exemplary manner, a detailed j)!an of the settlement 
may easily be prepared and transmitted, without neglecting any other object of 
iinportauce. lu the meantime / transmit, for your Excellency’s information, a 
list of all the fortresses in the district, whether strong, or which can easily b» 
reduced. 


A State- 
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A Statement of FortrcMes belonging to refractory Zanindars in the Elaka of 

Sooltanpore. 

Baboo Ishury Btikhsh, Talookadar ofGooclwar, has in his employ seven or 
eight hundred matchlockmen, and when the troops oftlie Government proceed 
against his fortress, the dependants of Zalira Sing, Talookaciar of Dostpore 
Akburpore, and the followers of Roostum Sing, Talookadar of Bhudian, and the 
people of Kliara Jundour and Manick Mujwaree, collect in a body, to the 
amount of nearly two thousand men, and come to bis assistance. Tlie fortresses 
of Goodwar Khass and Hingown, in the claka of Hydergunge, are very strong 
and difficult of access. — The fornier has to the westward, a jungle, liic river 
Goomtee, a small door, and a very deep ditch *, on the northward it has the 
gateway, as also a babool jungle and tank ; to the eastward is an open plain 
and garden. To the southward it is bounded by a jungle and nulla. A deep 
ditch surrounds this fortress : the walls are nine cubits high ami lull of loop- 
holes. The other fortress, Hingown, is very strong : a deep ditch surrounds it, 
and there is also a bamboo jungle all round it. 

The following eleven fortresses are not strong, and can be easily reduced : 

In Sarungpore, three fortresses, viz., Swery, Rajoopoor, Akdullah-Omnr- 
behar. 

In Hydergunge, four fortresses, viz., Kaloopore, Khursoomah, Burha Mee- 
rcree, Meetnoodhiir. 

One fortress in Nugna, elaka Salheepore. 

One ditto in Mouza D’hooiidoo, zillah Pulecah. 

One ditto in Mouza Bhoosa, zillah Bahore. 

One ditto in Dcokureeah, elaka Hydergunge. 

Iloshun Zemaun, the Talookadar of Muniarpore, has continually with him 
live or six hundred matchlockmen, and when your Excellency’s troops proceed 
against his ghurry, which is in Hyatnuggur, the whole of the people of the 
elaka collect together, in number about two thousand, and afford him their 
assistance. He has two strong fortresses, viz., Hyatnuggur and Soobarah. 
'I'o the eastward of the fortress of Hyatnuggur there are three or four deep 
rivulets and a jungle. To the southward is the river Goomtee, a babool jungle, 
nulla, and a small door; to the west there are innumerable nullas and jungles. 
'I'he gateway faces the north. There is a deep ditch, and a wall twelve cubits 
high, with loop-holes, all round the fortress. 

The seven following ghurries also belong to this Talookadar, and can easily 
be reduced 

In Sarungpore, four ghurries, viz., Dewkullec, Dhuslawun, Barairam, and 
Ilukownah. 

In Hydergurh, three ghurries, viz., Kurrownde Mahmoodpore, Jemowlee, 
and Buchuneeah. 

Roostum Singh, Talookadar of Bhudyati, has in constant employ two 
hundred men. When the troops of your Excellency proceed against him, 
Zalim Sing, Talookadar of Dwarka in the elaka of Akberpoor, and the people 
of Goodwar andllampore Koothra, also Roshun Zeman, Talookadar of Munia- 
pore, come to his assistance. The other ghurries in his possession arc easy of 
reduction. The following is a description of Bhudyan Khass. To the east- 
ward it has a bazar, nulla, and jungle; the gateway of the fortress faces the 
cast. On the north is a nulla and jungle, and on the we.stan extensive jungle 
with a small door in the wall of the fortress on this side. This ghurry is sur- 
rounded by a deep ditch ; the walls of it are perforated with loop-holes, and 
are about seven cubits high. This is a very strong fortress. 

Omrao Sing, the Zemindar of Khiradee in the Elaka of Sarungpore is con- 
stantly attended by two hundred men. The Zemindars of Sarungpore having 
joined together, have made this person’s fortress a rendezvous. The following 
*s a description of Omrao Sing’s fortress. Athin bamboo jungle surrounds it, 

so 
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so as it can be seen beyond the jungle. There is a door to the north, and t 
smaller opening to the west. The ditch is eleven cubits deep, and the wall on 
three sides in very good order, but on the fourth side there is no parapet. On 
the west is a village occupied by tanners, and a garden also is on this side. The 
east is fit for the construction of a battery. The water in the ditch on the gate 
side is about four cubits, and much shallower on the other three sides. There 
arc six high bastions on the walls of the fortress. 

Nidlian Sing, the Taloolcadar of Bheerownsa, has with him constantly about 
three hundred matchlocknien. On the approach of your Excellency's troops, 
about one thousand men are collected by him from Deira, in the Elaka of 
Akberpoor, and from Sungram Sing, the Talookadar of Sheoghur. There are 
a great many tanks and jungles on the east anil west sides of it. On the north 
is a door leading into tlie jungle, and on the south the river Goomtee runs 
under the walls of the fortress. 

Bhcekum Singh, Talookadar of Raropore Kootra, in the elaka of Chanda, has 
about four hundred men constantly about him. On the approach of your Ex- 
cellency’s troops, Roostura Singh of Bhudyan, Roshun Zeman of Munearpore, 
Ishurry Bukhsli of Goodwar, and Zalim Sing of Akberpoor, come to his assist- 
ance. This ghurry has a jungle to the eastward and southward. There is a 
bazar and the gateway of the ghurry to the north ; to the west a tank and para- 
pet wall all round, and a ditch twelve cubits deep. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baili.ie, 

Resident. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAI. CONSULTATIONS, 

7'/ie ‘iiOt/i December 1810. 

To N. B. Edinonstone, E.sq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. It) continuation of the subject of my de.spatches dated the 2LM of July, 
10th of September, and 11th of October la.st, and with a relerence to the 
pending military operation.s, and other arrangements in the districts of Sooltan- 
porc and I’ertaubgliur, I deem it to be my duty to convey to you, for the notice 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies 
and translations of letters which have passed between his Excellency the Vizier 
and me, subsequently to the dates of those despatches. 

2. I have further the honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship in 
Council's information, the enclosed copies of letters which have passed between 
me and Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops in Pertaubghur. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (.Signed) J. Baillie, 

7th November 1810. Resident. 


l.Pttcr From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 15th August 1810.) 

tiiL \i/.iLr. J perused the translation of Colonel Palmer’s letter, dated the lOtli 

August, which you sent for my information ; and as it is proved by the Colonel’s 
statement, that Dewan Zubber Singh, Talookadar of Puttee, Dooneah Singh, 
Talookadar ofSoojakhur, and Byroon Bukhsh, the Talookdar of Khrpen, possess 
strong fortresses, and a-re in a state of rebellion against the Government, it i* 
necessary that they be punished without delay, and that their fortresses be 
levelled to the ground. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 18lh August 1810.) 

J have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter on the subject of 
a despatch from Colonel Palmer, which I recently transmitted for your infor- 
mation ; and I have now the honour of submitting to you a translation of 
another despatch, which I hav^e more recently received from Colonel Palmer, 
and ffom which it appears that some of the other Zemindars. in the district of 
Pertaubghur are dilatory in attending the Aumil and in settling their balances 
of revenue. 

But as it also appears to be probable, from the contents of both those des- 
patches, that the Zemindars who are mentioned by Colonel Palmer, on receiv- 
ing the Colonel’s admonition, may return to their duty and allegiance, and may 
liquidate the Aumil’s demands, it docs not, under these circumstances, com- 
bined with a consideration of the presetit unfavourable season, appear to me 
to be necessary or proper to issue any instructions to Colonel Palmer for the 
immediate punishment of those Zemindars. At the proper season of the year 
the necessary measures shall be adopted. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th September 1810.) 

I transmit, for your information, the enclosed copy of an arzee from Fuzul 
Alee Beg, Aumil of Sooltanporc, and I desire that, agreeably to the petition 
of the Aumil, you will direct the commanding officer at Sooltanpore to adopt 
the necessary measures for punishing the rebels in that quarter, that others may 
be deterred from exciting disturbances in future. 1 require an early answer, 
that instructions may be issued to the Aumil for his attendance on the com- 
manding officer at Sooltanpore. 


TAe Arzee irf' Fuzul Alee. [Dated the V 6 lh September 1810.) 

I have been honoured by the receipt of your I'ixcellency’s shookha, directing 
me to admonish Singram Sing, the Zemindar of Sheogurh. 

The orderly Sepoys of the Honourable Company, who were sent to Singram 
Sing ol‘ Sheogurh, and to Omree Sing and the other Zemindars of Sarungpore, 
for the purpose of causing them to attend the cutchcry and preventing their 
molestation of the cultivators of Delawnrporc, in the Elaka of Meranpore and 
its dependencies, have returned with an unsatisfactory and highly improper 
answer fiom Singram Sing, in consequence of which it is intended to .send a 
small detachment to that place, with the view of compelling Singram Sing to 
abide by the decision of a punchayet. 

A balance of eight hundred rupees for last year remains due from Delawur- 
pore, and a similar loss in the present year will be sustained in consequence of 
the obstinacy of the Zemindars of that Elaka. 

The Zemindars of Sarungpore on the night of the liJth instant made an 
attack on the village of Serboma, in the Elaka of Purtheepore, and took from 
thence several heads of cattle besides other articles, 'fhey have repeatedly 
committed similar acts of depredation, and the exemplary punishment of one 
or two of those Zemindars appears to be absolutely necessary to the good order 
ot the district : I therefore hope that your Excellency will be jdeased to issue 
the necessary orders to the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, to detach a 
company of Sepoys for the pmnshment of those offenders. 

Rekhuri Sah, also, the Zemindar of Runpore, in the Elaka of Chunda, and 
some other Zemindars in that neighbourhood, are preparing to collect from the 
'■yets the amount of the crops ol' the present vear, and will certainly defraud 
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^ i^taUonih doubt of the ready realization of the revenues. 

load* 

— A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Im Excellency the Vizier. (Writcen the 18th September 1810.) 

I have received your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, conveying, for 
my information, a copy of an arzee from Fuzul Alee, the Aumil of Sooltan- 
pore, a translation of which shall this day be transmitted to the commanding 
officer at Sooltanpore, with instructions to that officer to comply with the requi- 
sition of the Aumil for the punishment of the refractory Zemindars, if it be 
practicable without the aid of a battering train, within the period of ten or 
twelve days from the date of this letter. But as the arrival of the battering 
train may be expected in the neighbourhood of Pertaubghur in the course of 
the period described, and as it will, in that case be necessary that the troops at 
Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur form a junction to proceed against the fortresses, it 
appears, on this account, to be highly inexpedient that detachments from Sool- 
tanporc be employed oii any service for the present, which can occupy them 
beyond the period of ten or twelve days. 


A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter Fxom His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 18th September 1810.) 

from the V'^izicr. 

I have perused your letter of this date, in answer to my skookha of the lyth 
instant, and have apprized the Aumil of Sooltanpore of its contents. 

1 desire that you will suggest some plan for the restoration of order in those 
districts, and state your opinion regarding the expedience of my going there 
in person, or deputing Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to settle the affairs of the 
district. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (.W^ritten the 20th September 1810.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 18th 
instant, directing me to suggest, &c. (recapitulate the contents). 

If your Excellency’s object, with a reference to the districts in question, be 
merely the punisliment of the refractory Zemindars and the reduction of their 
forts, there seems no necessity whatever for your personal presence in the 
district.s, or for your deputation of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. 

The commanding officers of the British troops, who are now acquainted with 
every circumstance regarding the Zemindars and their forts, are fully com- 
petent to that duty. 

Again, if it be your Excellency’s intention, in the future arrangements for 
those districts, to revert to the original system of consigning them to farmers, 
or, in the case of your retaining them amanee, to entrust the assessment of the 
lands to the Tehsildars who are now in employment, in both the cases which I 
have supposed, your personal progress through the districts will expose your 
august person to the fatigues and inconvenience of a journey without any 
advantage whatever. 

But, on the other hand, if your Excellency propose to make a settlement ol 
this portion of your dominions in the manner which is adopted in the Honour- 
able Company’s tcrritorie.s, your presence is certainly advisable, and may prove 
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b^oeficial in the highest degree, provided there be no unnecessary and baneful 
procrastination, like what was experienced during our last excursion, and 
formed the subject of remonstrance on my part ; for, in this case, it is evident 
that the whole of the cold season will be unprofitably occupied in concluding 
the settlement of a single zillah, and even that in a most imperfect manner. 

Regarding Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, I have often observed to your 
Excellency that be is apparently an active and zealous servant of your Govern- 
ment, and has hitherto regularly paid the revenues of the several districts 
which he farms ; but having already the management of a considerable portion 
of your dominions, if another portion of equal extent be now consigned to his 
charge, I am apprehensive that the trust will greatly exceed his capacity, and 
that both districts may in consequence fall into disorder. 

There are, however, a number of important questions, having reference to 
this subject, which seem to require a personal discussion ; and, with this view, I 
propose waiting on your Excellency on Saturday the 22d instant. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the ^23d September 1810.) 

It appears, by a letter from Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops at 
Pertaubghur, a translation of which, with a copy of (lie Aumil, Nowneit 
Race’s, letter to that officer, is enclosed for your Excellency’s information, 
that the necessary supplies for tlic British troops cannot be provided by 
Nowneit Race, and although, in the particular instance of the supply of 
hackeries, as the order was issued to Jumal-ood Decn, Nowneit Race must be 
considered as blameless, yet as it appears by Nowneit Race’s letter to Colonel 
Palmer, that hackeries are very scarce, it seems probable that Jumal-ood Deen 
also will fail in collecting a sufficient number, and that the public service will 
be delayed. 

From a consideration of all the circumstances which are stated by Colonel 
Palmer, and in conformity with the result of our conference yesterday, I now 
suggest to your Excellency the propriety of deputing Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan, as early as possible, to those districts, for the purpose of collecting the 
necessary supplies for the troops, in the first instance, and for other important 
purposes, that so the commencement of operations may not be any longer 
delayed. 

The Hukeem, and also the Aumeens, should further be particularly enjoined 
to prepare and forward to the Presence, as soon as possible, a list of ail the 
forts in the three zillahs, specifying what Zemindars are refractory, and other 
particulars regarding them, in order that your Excellency and I may be 
enabled to determine the extent of the military services required, and to 
furnish the commanding officer w'ilh a list of the fortresses to be taken, before 
the march of the troops from cantonments. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer referred to in the above. 

To Captain Baillie, Resident at I.ucknow. 

Sir : 

Herein I forward, for your information, a copy of a leticr addressed to me 
yesterday by Nowneit Race, Aumil of Pertaubghur, from which it appears 
that the orders which his Excellency the Vizier is stated, in your letter to the 
Commander of the Forces, to have forwarded to him, to furnish the one hun- 
dred 
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Bengal Political (Jred and five liackcrics required for the conveyance of the stores from Ghoolnu 
Dcc^lsm to this station, have not yet reached him. 

— - Notwithstanding^ the Auinil assures me that he will exert himself to provide 

.LieuTelTJt-CoLe! < 6 e hackeries, not^a single one has yet been obtained from him ; and I regret to 
Palmer. be obliged to add, that except these assurances, his conduct evinces no desire 
to render me the assistance which is required of him. J think it, therefore, 
necessary to request, that 3 ’ou will be so good as to procure the necessary 
instructions from the Vizier being immediately furnished. 

I am given to understand there are few liackcries to be obtained in this dis- 
trict, and have therefore written to head-quarters, demanding the permission of 
the Commander of the Forces to make application to the magistrate or agent 
of the Commissariat, should it eventually become necessary to do so, to com- 
plete the number required ; but from the dilatory and reluctant proceedings 
of the Aumil, I am apprehensive of considerable (lelay, before the detachment 
under my orders is able to take the field. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Pai.mku, 

2 1 St September 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

at Pertaubghur. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21 <th September 1810.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 23d September, with a translation of 
a letter from Colonel Palmer, requesting that Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan may 
be deputed from the Pre.sence to collect supplies for the British troops, &c. Sec. 
(recapitulate the contents). 

With respect to what Colonel Palmer has written, that it appears from the 
Aumil’s motions that lie is unable to afford him the least assistance; the facts 
are, as you have admitted, that no blame can be attached to the Aumil on 
account of the hackeries, &c. because, even before I had issued any orders on 
the subject, he seems to have exerted himself for the supply of hackeries, in 
compliance with the orders of Colonel Palmer ; and with respect to Jumal-ood 
Deen, who has received the orders, as he is making every possible exertion, he 
also is blameless. 

Agreeably to your request, I had issued most positive orders, on the 22 d of 
this month, to each of the three Aumeens of that zillah, to send a statement of 
the refractory Zemindars, and of those who pay the revenue, as also a list of the 
forts of every description and strength. 

If you consider my departure towards Pertaubghur advisable, you will give 
me early notice of the proper period of marching, that I may prepare accord- 
ingly for the journey ; and with a reference to this and several other points, I 
await with anxiety your reply to the memorandum which I gave to you at our 
conference. 

I do not think it neccss.aryor proper to depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan 
merely for the purpose of collecting supplies for the troops. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 24th September 1810.) 

I have received your Excellency’s letter of this date. The sooner the 
hackeries are funiished for the transportation of the ammunition and stores, 
the sooner will the service be performed and the views of the Sirkar be accom- 
plished : consequently, as the Aumils of Sultanporc, &c. cannot furnish theni, 
it seems advisable that they be sent from Lucknow as soon as possible, that 
Colonel Palmer maj’ not be kept in suspense. 
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With respect to the departure of your ilxcellency, I formerly stated that 
when a few of the strongest forts shall havb been taken, and the Zemindars 
shall have returned to their allegiance, your Excellency’s presence may be 
beneficial, but till then can be of little use, and on the contrary may be highly 
prejudicial, by suspending the military operations; because, from the 
moment when the troops take the held for the purpose of besieging the forts, 
the Aurails should be in constant attendance on the commanding officer, to 
furnish the necessary supplies and to assist in procuring intelligence, whereas 
immediately on your Excellency’s arrival, those Aumils will of course be called 
away from the important duty described, in order to attend on the Presence. 

In my opinion, under existing circumstances, a considerable period must 
elapse before even the military operations can commence, because the first and 
indispensable step is the arrival of the statement which Colonel Palmer has 
required, and which I have so often mentioned to your Excellency, which is 
not likely to be furnished for some time ; besides which, the provision of sup- 
plies and assemblage of the troops and battering train at Pertaubghur, or some 
other central point, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, will 
necessarily occasion some delay. 

Whenever I receive intelligence that the troops are assembled and 
prepared to commence their operations, instructions shall be sent to Colonel 
Palmer to commence the attack of the forts : and as I trust that very little 
delay will occur in the military operations, I shall then propose to your Excel- 
lency to commence your journey to Pertaubghur. 

With regard to the memorandum which you gave to me, the last article which 
it contained superseded the necessity of any answer ; because your Excellency 
having in that article expressed your resolution to be guided in every point by 
my advice, it only remained for me to assure you, as I do now, that I shall 
submit my sentiments on every branch of the subject, at the proper time and 
in the proper place, for your consideration. 

Your Excellency appears to have totally misunderstood my sentiments with 
a reference to the deputation of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. I certainly never 
proposed to depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to any place, or for any purpose 
which required your Excellency’s presence ; nor did I ever suggest that your 
Excellency should, in person, undertake the conclusion of an arrangement 
which could with propriety be committed to the Hukeem : on the contrary, I 
suggested to your Excellency that Hukeem Mehdi should be deputed, in the 
first instance, for the purpose of accompanying the British troops, as he had 
done with advantage in Nandparra, of furnishing the necessary supplies, of 
communicating intelligence respecting the Zemindars and their forts to the 
commanding officer, and of ascertaining the capacity of the lands, with a view 
to their just assessment, and to facilitate your Excellency s ultimate arrange- 
ments for the permanent settlement of the country. And as the Hukeem is an 
intelligent and active officer, I am still of opinion that he is competent to 
perform these duties, and that his deputation to the district will be of use. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 30th September 1810.) 

1 have the honour of transmitting to your Excellency a translation of a 
letter which I have just received from Colonel Palmer, from which you will be 
pleased to perceive that Nowneit Raee, the Aumil, has hitherto given no 
information on any subject worthy of notice, save the reduction of the forts of 
S(mjakhur and Ghurooern. Your Excellency must be well aware of the effects 
of this failure on the part of the Aumil to impede the military operations ; and 
tl’erefore I suggest for your serious consideration, the expedience of deputing 
Hukeem Mehdi immediately, to pcrlbrm the several duties which I have alrcadv 

2 C 80 


Bengal Political 
Consuiutiont, 
20 Dec. 1810. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow, 


I etter 

from Itesicbntat 
Luckiio .T. 



OUDE PAPEUS. 


itrigiggri PoUticjl so ofben described, and to remain in attendance on Colonel Palmer, em 
ployed in the performance of those duties till your Excellency's arrival h 
^ the district, after which lie may be permitted to return. With respect to wha 

Letter the Coloael has observed in the conclusion of his letter, regarding his opemtkni 

from Re$ident at aAer the fall ofSooiakbur, it seems to me to be highly worthy of consideration, 

huckaow. 


Letter from 

Lieutetmnt^CoioneJ ^ Captain Baiilie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

Your letter of the {23d instant has just reached me. From your making 
simple mention that the Vizier had issued orders to his Aumils to supply tlie 
hackeries, 1 concluded the Aumil of Pertaubghur to be meant, having, since my 
command, communicated with no other. 

I hope the Aumil of Dalmow Barellie will quickly be able to procure the 
number required for the conveyance of the stores, and I have written to him to 
communicate with me on the subject, which he has not yet done. 

The detachment under my command will, as soon as the battering train has 
arrived at this place, be able to proceed immediately against such forts and 
ghurries as may be pointed out to me. 

I proceed now to notice the fourth paragraphs of your letters to me of the 7th 
and 23d instant, desiring me to communicate in detail, for your information, 
my sentiments regarding the commencement and progress of the military 
operations, which 1 may deem to be indispensable for the reduction of the 
principal forts, and general restoration of tranquillity in the two districts of 
Barellie and Pertaubghur. 

My intelligence is so limited, that I am at a loss to afford you the satisfaction 
you require on the subject of the military operations, to the extent your letter 
alludes. With the exception of Soojakhur and Khroen, 1 am unacquainted with 
any other places that are to be reduced in this district; and the slightest infor- 
mation of any refractory people or strong forts and ghurries has never reached 
me by the channel of the Aumil. I proposed commencing my operations on the 
arrival of the battering train, by marching immediately against the former, 
which I have reason to believe will offer no resistance ; and Khroen, I have 
already stated to yon, cannot hold out against a force of two companies and a 
six-pounder, which I propose detaching against it, as soon as Nowneit Raee, 
the Aumil, intimates to me that no hope of effecting a settlement remains. At 
present, he says, he entertains an expectation that Bhyroo Bukhsh will obviate 
the necessity of attacking, by cancelling the demands against him. 

After these places ane disposed of, I shall advance to any others it may be 
deemed proper to reduce. — Together with the plans and situations of the forts 
and ghurries which you have required from his Excellency the Vizier, I beg to 
suggest to you the propriety and utility of my being furnished with an accurate 
statement of the amount to be demanded of each individual Zemindar stated to 
be refractory; and I beg you will have the goodness to specify in your instruc- 
tions, whether I am to olfer any molestation to those who may, on the appear- 
ance of the force amder my orders, liquidate the balances due from them, or 

suffer 




and I request your Excellency to consider the subject auUarely and in form me 
of your sentiments regarding it I take this r^ortamty of repeating my 
request, that your Excellency will be pleased to instruct the proper ofiicees to 
furnish without delay a general list of all the forts in the district, and a detailed 
account of the balances due by the Zemindars, in the manner suggested by 
Colonel Palmer and by myself on former occasions, that so the Colonel may 
possess every necessary information before he commence his operations. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 




Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, rrferred to in the above. 
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suffer them to cofttinue in peaceable possession of their forts, lands, and other 


edects. 


1 have, &c. 


PertBubghur, 
S5tb September 1810. 


(Signed) S. P.vlmer, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, 
commanding at Pertaubgbur. 


'<engai Pohtrca 
ConsuJufiont, 
20 Dec. 1810. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received Ist October 1810.) 

I have received your letter dated SOtli September 1810, with a translation of 
a letter from Colonel Palmer, requesting that Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan be 
deputed for the purpose of providing supplies, &c., agreeably to the requisition 
of the commanding officer, and for other purposes described. At the time of 
reducing Roshun, ^mindar of Nandparra, when Hukeem Mehdi managed the 
business so well, several circumstances combined to favour the success of his 
exertions. First, he had a considerable force, and a number of people with 
him. Secondly, his own district is situated in the vicinity of Nandparra. 
Thirdly, many of the Zemindars of the districts in the vicinity of Nandparra 
were by his means attached to the interests of the Government, and acted in 
conformity with his orders. Lastly, Hukeem Mehdi, to his own loss, purchased 
articles at a high price, and sold them at a cheap rate to the people of the 
British camp; and Colonel MacGrath paid so much attention to Hukeem 
Mehdi, that the Hukeem reported to the Presence, that the friendship of the 
Colonel alone had enabled him to perform the service; therefore no good 
purpose can be answered by his going to this zillah. With a reference to your 
request, that a list of the forts, a descriptive account of the Zemindars, and a 
statement of the arrears of revenue which are due by them, may be sent to you 
without delay, the most peremptory orders on this subject have already been sent 
to the three Aumils of that zillah, and these orders shall now be repeated. Now- 
neit Raee has further been desired to afford Colonel Palmer every information 
in his power. In answer to Colonel Palmer’s remarks with a reference to such 
Zemindars as, on the arrival of the British detachment shall, through fear, sub- 
mit to the Sircar, and pay their arrears of revenue, there can, of course, be no 
object in molesting them nor destroying their habitations, nor in expelling them 
from their several estates. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


You will be pleased to write to the Colonel to employ conciliatory measures 
with a reference to those Zemindars who shall peaceably submit to the Sircar and 
pay their balance of revenue, to induce them to remain in their lands, and to 
make them appear before the Aumil, who will settle the amount of their 
balances for the present and past years, in which case their villages and houses 
should, of course, remain in their possession ; but fortresses of every description 
which may be capable of defence, or the possession of which might, in Colonel 
Palmer’s opinion, induce or enable the Zemindars to resist the authority of 
the Government, on any future occasion, should certainly be levelled to the 
ground. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 8th October 1810.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, under date the 
Ist October 1810, stating that, at the time of reducing Roshun, &c. (recapitu- 
late the contents). 

It must be perfectly obvious to your Excellency, that ray sole view in the 
requests or suggestions which I submit to you, is the promotion of the interests 
of the Sircar. 


Letter 

from llesldent at 
Lucknow. 


^ As Hukeem Mehdi conducted the business committed to him at Nandparra 
in an able and satisfactory manner, and as your Excellency in your letter dated 

18th 
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18th September last, tlesired me to suggest what appeared to lue to be advisable 
tor the settlement of affairs in Pertaubghur, &c., I did, in fact, no more than 
adopt one of your Excellency’s own proposals, in suggesting the deputation of 
Hukeem Mcluii ; and I am now led to infer from the tenor of your Excel- 
lency’s lust letter, that my suggestion of this measure is the sole cause for your 
departing from it. 1 shall leave it to your Excellency to reflect on the effects 
of this painful but necessary inference in my mind. If in the opening of an 
important arrangement a measure be suggested by your Excellency, and my 
subsequent recommendation of that measure induce you to abandon it entirely 
and to follow some other plan, there is obvious cause to apprehend that, after 
our arrival in the district, and during the whole course of our proceedings, the 
same dificrences of opinion may arise, and your Excellency may act contrary to 
m/ suggestions and advice, without a mature consideration of the subject, or 
without more sufficient reasons than have been stated on the present occasion, in 
which case ray attending your Excellency on your excursion, which, on my part, 
can have no other object than the promotion of the interests of your Govern- 
ment, will be prejudicial rather than of use, and will tend to create disagree- 
ment and unpleasant discussions between us, which it is ever my wish to avoid. 

Adverting to these circumstances, I deem it to be a necessary precaution, 
with the view of establishing a right understanding between us to submit the 
following proposals for your Excellency’s consideration and assent before setting 
out on the journey, or even commencing the settlement of the districts. 

First, That an intelligent and able man, if not Hukeem Mehdi some other 
person, be immediately appointed by your Excellency, and deputed to provide 
the necessary supplies for the troops ; to make inquiry regarding the fortresses 
and other strong holds of the Zemindars ; to give timely and regular informa- 
tion to the commanding officer ; to ascertain the revenue of the districts, and 
what the talookas are capable of yielding at a fair and moderate valuation. In 
short, to obtain and furnish to your Excellency every degree of necessary infor- 
mation, with a view to the final settlement of the district. 

Secondly, That a proclamation be issued in the districts, agreeable to the 
accompanying draft. 

Thirdly, As those districts have for many years been in the hands of far- 
mers, and the Zemindars and the inhabitants of them at large have been Jong 
subjected to unjust exactions, from which circumstances it is difficult, if not 
impracticable, to ascertain the true amount of arrears of revenue for preceding 
years, I suggest that the balances of all former years, till the end of the fusly 
year 1210, be remitted to the Zemindars of the three districts in question, and 
also of the district of Akberpoor, and that no demands whatever be made on 
account of the balances of those years. 

Fourthly, That a triennial settlement be concluded with all the Zemindars 
of the districts, which will prevent the necessity of your Excellency’s marching 
every year, or of detaching the British troops to assist the Aumils in their settle- 
meni.s. As this settlement will also involve the specification of a fixed time for 
the payment of every in.stalmcnt of the revenue of each year, the outstanding 
balances will be at all times clearly ascertained, and there will be no trouble, as 
heretofore, in investigating the justice of the Aumils’ demands from the Zemin- 
dars. The Zemindars, too, will have confidence in the Government, and will 
occupy themselves in the cultivation of their lands ; the revenue of the Sircar 
will be increased, and the Ryots will be contented and happy. 

Fifthly, As your Excellency’s camp remaining long in one district will dis- 
tress the Ryots, by treading down the corn, by taking wood and forage from 
the peasantry, &c., and is injurious in many other respects, let a fixed period 
be appointed for our encampment in each district. Let your Excellency’s ser- 
vants be enjoined, under a penalty, to conclude the settlement with the Zemin- 
dars within a given period ; and let the Zemindars be also required, under a 
penalty, to come to a settlement of their lands with your officers within the 

^ appointed 
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appointed time : and with a view to facilitate the carrying these orders into 
effect, let a scheme of the settlement of each district, under the signature of 
the Chowdries and Canooogoes and the seal of the Aumeens, be laid before 
your Excellency before your arrival in that district. 

Such are the leading arrangements which it has occurred to me to be neces- 
sary to propose to your Excellency, in the hope of your declaring your acquies- 
cence in them before setting out on tlie march. But as it is evident that, during 
the progress of the settlement, many subjects of discussion between your Excel- 
lency and me will arise, and a difference of opinion will doubtless sometimes 
occur ; with a view to prevent any future misunderstanding between us, I sug- 
gest that neither your Excellency nor 1 shall determine on any measure, far less 
proceed to its execution, without mutual approbation and consent ; and under 
this arrangement, 1 am confident that the happiest consequences will result, 
and that the true interests of your Excellency’s Government, as well as the just 
views of ours, will in every instance be promoted and accomplished. 

A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Drq/i of a Proclamation to be issued by his Excellency the Vizier. 

Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, See. See., in the mehauls of Sool- 
tanpore, Pertaubghur, and Manickpore Behar, that whereas, with a view to the 
security, happiness, and prosperity of all my subjects in those districts, I have 
now directed a triennial settlement at a moderate assessment to be made, com- 
mencing with the f'usly year 1218, that so the Zemindars and Ryots being 
secure from the unjusL exactions of Aumils and Moostajurs (farmers), may with 
conhdence cultivate their lands, and labour for the increase of the revenues. 
And, whereas it is obvious, that under this arrangement there can be no occasion 
whatever for the protection of forts or strong holds of any description in the 
possession of the Zemindars, many of whom have been proved to take advan- 
tage of the forts in their possession, for the purpose of resisting authority and 
withholding the revenues of the Sircar, which conduct on their parts has fre- 
quently induced other Zemindars to act in a similar manner to the great injury 
of the Government ; therefore, it has now been resolved, that no Zemindar in 
my dominions shall be permitted to retain a fortress or strong hold of any 
description in his possession ; and that in the same manner as the fortresses, 
ghurries, and other strong holds in the zillahs of Baraitch and Keewayee have 
been destroyed and levelled to the ground, the forts in the districts of Pertaub- 
ghur, &c., shall also be taken and levelled ; but that the Zemindars of the dis- 
tricts in question shall be permitted, without molestation or objection, to retain 
or construct and inhabit their houses, gardens, and enclosures, whether kutcha 
or pucka, and of whatever extent or description. 

You are accordingly hereby required to surrender and make over to Colonel 
Palmer, commanding the British troops in Pertaubghur, whatever fortress or 
ghurry you may possess, without delay, opposition, or hesitation j and in this 
case every favour will be shewn to you, your balances of revenue for all 
preceding years, till the end of the fusly year 1216, will be forgiven, and no 
demand on- account of those years shall be made } but in the case of your 
disobedience to this order, and the reduction of your fortress by force of 
arms, no forgiveness nor exemption shall be granted, your forts and habita- 
tions shall be destroyed, and yourselves shall be expelled from your Ze- 
mindaries. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 12th October 1810.) 

I have received your letter of the 8th instant, in answer %o my ahookha dated 
the Ist of this month. 
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Proclamation. 


Letter 

from the Vizier, 
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Lettci* 

fioni the Vizier, 


m OUDE PATERS, 

Yon liavG statJ.I that your sole object rs to accomplish the views of any 
Government, &c. * 

My object is exactly the same, viz. that the districts of Sooltanpore, &c. 
should be settled in the manner which was adopted at Nandparra. 

You probably recollect, that in my first shookha on this subject, I observed 
that I should either go in person for the purpose of making a settlement of 
those districts, or depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan for that purpose; and 
afterwards, in a shookha dated the IStli September, I desired you to state your 
opinion regarding the expedience of my going there in person, or deputing 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan ; but I never stated in any shookha, that Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan should be deputed for the purpose of providing supplies. 

You must further probably recollect, that when I first proposed to you to 
depute the Hukeem to Sooltanpore, you were apprehensive that the district 
was to be permanently consigned to his charge, and wrote to me in the follow- 
ing words : “ That although Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan be an active and 
“ zealous Aurail, yet having already the management of a considerable 
“ portion of my dominions, if another portion of equal extent be now consign- 
“ ed to him, the trust might exceed his capacity, and both districts might fall 
“ into disorder.” In answer to this I observed to you, that the Hukeem 
should be only temporarily employed toconclude the settlement of the districts, 
and that I had no intention of consigning the district to his permanent charge. 

It is obvious, therefore, that I have all along refused my assent to the 
measure of deputing Hukeem Mehdi for the purpose of providing supplies, and 
the reasons for this refusal are now fully apparent ; consequently your appre- 
hensions of future disagreement and unpleasant discussions between us being 
founded on the supposition of an existing difference of opinion on this point, 
which is now proved to be groundless, your apprehensions should cease to 
exist, or what can I answer to remove them ? 

To each of your five propositions I shall now reply in their order. 

1st. That an intelligent man, well skilled in business, if not Hukeem 
Mehdi, &c. 

I origin.nl!y suggested to you, with this very view, that two persons, the 
one appointed by me and the other by yourself, should be deputed to inquire 
into the condition of the forts and fastnesses, and the number of the forces of 
the Zemindars, &c., to report on this subject ; but this plan was unfortunately 
dropped : and although I be still desirous of instituting an inquiry into the 
condition of the forts, &c., which 1 consider as highly important, yet it seems 
now to be totally impracticable by any individual, in so short a period of time 
as remains. How can this be remedied ? 

But for the purpose of providing supplies, I have appointed Mowlovee Zaroen 
All, the brother of Mowlovee Samin Ali, who is Aumil of the Begum’s jagier 
and for the purpose of obtaining and conveying intelligence to the command- 
ing officer, as suggested in your letter, as all the arzees of the Aumils since 
the commencement of this business, and all the akhbars from the districts have 
regularly been transmitted to you as they arrive, without the smallest alteration 
of their contents, and whatever you have desired has been constantly written 
to the Aumils, you must, of course, be already in possession of all the intelli* 
gence up to this date which I have received or could coiivey to you. 

I shall send positive instructions to Mowlovee Zamen Ali to exert himself to 
the utmost of his power in procuring intelligence for the Colonel, and on no ac- 
count to be remiss in the performance of this duty. I shall also send instruc- 
tions to the Aumils to remain in attendance on the commanding officer of the 
British troops, for the purpose of giving the earliest intelligence of every cir- 
cumstance that occurs. 

With respect to the inquiry which Voit suggest into the real amount of the 
revenue and capability of the several Tatookas, with a view to their proper 
assessment, 1 wrote to you some time ago, in a shookha dated the S9th May 

last. 
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That a proclamation be issued, in the terms of a draft which you have 
sent to me ; and, 

3dly. That all arrears of revenue, till the end of the fusly year be 

remitted to the Zemindars of tliose three districts, as well as also of Akber- 
pore, &c. 

In answer to these two propositions, it occurs to me to be proper that Iloolass 
Singh, Shoo Singh, Adjhoodea Pershaud, and others (the displaced Aumils of 
Sooltanpore, &c., now in confinement at Lucknow), should accompany the 
present Aumils of the Sircar to Sooltanpore and other places, for the purpose of 
being confronted with the Zemindars; and in the result of this inquiry, what- 
ever balances appear to have been due before the end of the fusly year 1215, 
that those balances only be remitted, but that the balances of the fusly year 
1216, as proved by the proper accounts and vouchers, attested by assertions or 
oaths, agreeably to the persuasion or faith of the parties, and by the sunnuds and 
other revenue papers, under the signature of the Chowdries, Canoongoes and 
Futwarries, be still considered as exigible from the Zemindars, and be paid by 
regular instalments with the revenue of succeeding years, by which means the 
loss to Government will be diminished. . 

But if you disapprove of this plan, I consent to issue my proclamation, in 
the terms of the draft which you have sent; although in the case of my issuing 
such a proclamation, and granting a remission of arrears till the end of the fusly 
year 1216, those persons who have already agreed to pay their balances for that 
year will not fulfil their engagements. 

4th. You suggest that a triennial settlement be concluded with all the Zemin- 
dars in those districts. 

A triennial settlement in those districts, and a specification of fixed periods 
for demanding the revenue by instalments, are highly expedient and desirable. 

5th. You propose that, as the protraction of my stay at any place is impro- 
per, &c. (recapitulate this proposition). 

It is totally impossible for me to limit the duration of my stay in any district, 
or to expect that a settlement with the Zemindars will be concluded in any 
given time ; for, on a former occasion, during my stay at Sooltanpore and 
other places, I issued a proclamation to all the Zemindars in those districts, 
directing them to appear before me on a certain day, and though a few of the 
Zemindars attended, a large proportion of them did not obey my proclamation. 
And regarding the conclusion of the settlement, even after the attendance of 
the Zemindars, although in some instances where the vouchers are clear and 
correct, and the assets of the districts ascertained, a decision can speedily be 
passed; yet in others where the vouchers are defective, and the capacity of the 
district unknown, the decision will necessarily be protracted ; consequently 
the limitation of my stay in any district seems at present to be totally impracti- 
cable ; and as my going to those districts at all must necessarily occasion the 
'destruction of the cultivation and the seizure of firewood, bhoossa, &c., by the 
camp followers, and it is impossible to limit the period of my stay : under these 
circumstances, if I can accomplish the object of my own journey by the deputation 
of other person!?, without my personal presence, it seems proper and advisable to 
do so, because my sole object is tlie permanent settlement of the districts, and the 
execution of all the measures connected with this object mast depend on 
subordinate officers, whether I be present or not. 


last, that the Aumil must be left to decide on all these matters, and that after 
bis decision, if any person proved refractory and did not satisfy the just claims 
of the Sircar, the commanding officer of the troops should be instructed merely 
to punj^h and suppress the refractory. My object is still the same. I never 
intended to conceal any thing from you, nor have I now that intention. If 
you wish to ascertain the amount of the revenue, and what the districts are 
capable of yielding, I shall inform you of it as soon as it can be ascertained by 
the papers which may be hereafter sent to me. 


Regarding 



m 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal Political Regarding the previous preparation and transmission of a scheme of the 
20 Dtc*1810 settlement, which is mentioned in several of your letters, it is certainly a 
' desirable olyect, and would ^yreatly facilitate the settlements j but how is such 
Letter a scheme to be obtained? You have seen the arzee of Fuzul Alee, Aumil of 

from die Vizier. Sooltanpore, &c., dated the 6th instant, a copy of which was sent to you for 

your perusal, end would not fail to observe in this arzee the impracticability of 
preparing such a scheme. 

You must not, however, consider what I have here written as an excuse for 
my not limiting the duration of my stay at each place, and not obtaining a 
scheme of the settlement, as in the light of a dissent from your propositions, 
or an intention of departing from your advice; because, since I have ac- 
quiesced in your proposal for remitting the balances of revenue, by which a 
great loss must be sustained, of what importance are those minor propositions, 
that I should refuse my assent to them at your suggestion ? You can, therefore; 

only conclude, with regard to those subordinate measures, that they appear to 

me to be impossible. 

You have stated in the conclusion of your letter, that as it is evident that 
during the progress of the settlement many subjects of discussion must arise. 
Sec. (recapitulate this observation). 

1 repeat to you, in answer to this, that I have no other object whatever than 
to settle those affairs by your advice. If I refuse to discuss the af&irs and 
interests of my Government with you, with whom else can 1 discuss them, and 
by whose advice are they to he carried on ? Whatever, therefore, may be 
determined on with your advice and concurrence, and after a full discussion 
between us, it is impossible that 1 should depart from it : and since it is 
obvious that the settlement and arrangement of all the affairs of my Govern- 
ment must depend on your friendship, and on the subsistence of cordiality 
between us, why then should our harmony be disturbed ? 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) J. Baixlie, 

Resident. 

Letter To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th October 1810.) 

from Resident at 

Lucknow. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, 

dated the 12th instant, in answer to mine of the 8th instant. 

As we have recently discussed the subject of this letter at a personal con- 
ference, 1 shall now merely recall to your Excellency’s recollection the remarks 
which 1 submitted for your consideration at our conference of the 13th. 

I commenced with remarking that the principal, if not the only remaining 
difference of opinion between us, seemed to rest upon your Excellency’s 
misconception of the object which I had in view, in the deputation of 
Ilukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to Pertaubghur. 

Your Excellency has hitherto persisted in ascribing my suggestion of the 
deputation of Hukeem Mehdi to the sole object of providing supplies for the 
troops, which may perhaps be considered as an object of importance to the 
British Government alone ; whereas this is by no means the case, and, on 
the contrary, there are many important concerns of your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment exclusively, on which the formation of the settlement of those districts 
must depend, and which the A umcens have hitherto neglected, that I proposed 
to be committed to the management of the Hukeem, reserving for your 
Excellency in person the ultimate assessment of the lands, the conclusion of 
the triennial settlement and kist bundee, with a due attention to the interests 
of the landholders, which no subordinate officer of your Government is, in my 
opinion, likely to afford ; and accordingly your Excellency will observe, in 
almost all my recent letters on this subject, a distinct specification of the objects 
of Hukeem Mehdi’s deputation to those districts, as well as of tfie ultimate 
objects of your Excellency’s persona 1 tour. 


Ha vine: 
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Having disposed of this branch of the subject, I proceeded to reply to soipe Bengal Pejiticid 
remarks whicli are stated in the sequel of your Excellency’s letter. And first, ^Dec^lgjo’ 
to your Excellency’s remark, “ That my apprehensions of future disagreement 

being founded on the supposition of an existing difference between us which Letter 
“ has no real foundation, those apprehensions should necessarily cease.” from Resident at 

Lucknow. 

The differences and painful discussions which occurred between your Ex- 
cellency and me during the period of our encampment at Sooltanpore, and 
regarding our movement from tliat station, must be still in your Excellency’s 
recollection, and can never be effaced from my mind. To prevent the recur- 
rence of such discussions is tlic leading object of my anxiety, and for the accom- 
plishment of this object too much precaution cannot possibly be observed. If 
your Excellency, with this view, had been pleased to signify your acquiescence 
in all the propositions which I submitted, our future harmony would have been 
ensured, and the best edocts must have resulted. 

Your Excellency’s answer fo my first proposal is conceived in the following 
terms (recapitulate this part of his letter, “ I originally suggested,” See.). 

In the deputation whicli I proposed to your Excellency there were many 
advantages in view, which your Excellency thought proper to supersede by 
requiring a limitation of its objects, to the effect of their total perversion, and 
consequently the plan was laid aside, with suitable remarks by me on the 
occasion. But if your Excellency will now consent to the adoption of the 
measure on the principle whicli 1 described, and which has since received the ap- 
probation of the Right Honourable tlio Governor-General in Council, I am per- 
fectly ready to adopt it, and there cannot be a better plan ; whereas yonr Excel- 
lency’s proposed deputation of Moolovee Zamin Alee is, in my opinion, totally 
useless and superfluous, for the reasons stated in your letter, namely, that Nowneit 
Race and the other Aumeens having now been ordered by your Excellency to 
be in constant attendance on Colonel Palmer, for the purpose of providing 
supplies and procuring the necessary information, the deputation of Moolovee 
Zarnin Alee, or of any other person subordinate to the Aumeens, must of 
course be totally useless ; in addition to which, it is evident that Moolovee 
Zamin Alee lias none of those qualifications, with a reference to Sooltanpore 
and Pertaubghur, to which your Excellency, in your letter cf the 1st instant, 
ascribed the success of Hukcein Mchdi, with a reference to iiie district of 
Nandparra. 

Your Excellency’s answer to the second and third of my propositions is 
conveyed in the follow'ing words, (recapitulate his Excellency’s words : “In 
answer to these two propositions, it occurs to me to be proper that Hooluss 
Singh,” &c. &c.). 

Cau it have escaped your Excellency’s penetration, that Hoolass Singh and 
the other displaced Aumils of Sooltanpore being in confinement for their own 
balances to the Sircar, will, in the case of their becoming parties to the jiroposed 
investigation, most naturally disavow their receipts and collections, and place 
the full amount of their defalcations to the debit of the several Zemindars, with 
the view of exculpating themselves while the Zemindars, on the other hand, 
and on the very same principle, perceiving the Aumils in confinement, will 
debit those Aumils with the sums which they themselves iiave wilhholden, and 
consequently the present Aumils of the Sircar will be utterly unable to decide 
upon those contending assertions, more important business will be delayed, and 
no benefit can result to the Government, If such be the state of the case, it is 
surely advisable for your Excellency to take the credit of the remission at once, 
and to issue the proclamations, as 1 Iiave suggested, to be sent to the command- 
ing offiper of the troops, whom 1 shall instruct to apply them in the manner best 
caTc;qi^ted to produce the surrender of the forts and ready submission of the 
Z'emindars, who, in this event alone, are to enjoy the benefits of the proclamation ; 
and as it has not been proposed to require the surrender of the forts of any of those 
Zemindars with whom your Excellency concluded a settlement at Sooltanpore, 
and who have already agreed to discharge their arrears of tl>c fusly year 
1216, their engagements may still be fulfilled, and any unnecessary loss to the 
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Government precluded, while all the remaining Zemindars, in the hope of the 
remission of their balances, will come forward and surrender their forte. 

Your Excellency’s remark on the fifth proposition having reference to your 
personal tour may be answered in a very few words. 

As my sole object, in your Excellency’s going or deputing other persons, is 
the general settlement of the country, so as to preclude the future employment 
of our troops, and to ensure the happiness of your subjects by protecting them 
from the extortions of your Aumils ; if this object can be properly accomplished 
by your deputation of subordinate officers, I entirely approve of the measure, 
and those officers shall have every necessary aid for the enforcement of their 
just demands from the British troops in the district. But as those troops, with 
the battering train, can only be employed during the favourable season of the 
year, whether your Excellency visit the districts or depute a subordinate 
officer, and as the season is j)assing away, it seems advisable that no time should 
be lost in coming to a final determination, and that I be apprized of your 
intention with the least practicable delay. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Receiv'ed the 17th October 1810.) 

I have received your letter, under date the 15th October, in answer to my 
letter of the 12th. On your submitting for my consideration several proposals, 
in one of which you described the loss and damage to be occasioned by my 
encampment in the districts, I wrote to you that if an arrangement could be 
devised for the adjustment of the affairs of that zillah, so as to preclude the 
necessity of my marching, it would be preferable in every point of view. But 
as you have now stated your opinion that the completion of the settlement, 
that is to say, the triennial assessment of the revenue, with such remissions as 
may appear to be necessary, the granting of puttahs or deeds of lease to the 
Zemindars, with a specification of the kistbundee and other matters, cannot be 
carried into effect in the manner which you are desirous it should be by any of 
the Aumeens in the zillahs, nor even by liukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, and should 
be deferred until my arrival, I therefore approve of your advice, and shall not 
send Hukeem Mehdi to Pertaubghur ; but, if you recommend it, I will go in 
person to that zillah. Hukeem Mehdi has requested my permission to return 
to his own district. 

With respect to my giving an entire acquiescence to the five propositions 
contained in your letter, 1 have no intention whatever to act in opposition to 
your opinion, either in the case of my remaining here or of my going to that 
zillah ; and as it is the furthest thing from my wish to have any kind of dispute 
with you, therefore why should there be any occasion for your desiring my 
previous acquiescence in your proposals ? My sole object is, with the assistance 
of your advice, and with your approbation, to make such a settlement of the 
country as may preclude all disorder in future ; and if this cannot now be 
accomplished, it is obvious that the burthen will fall upon you again in the 
ensuing year. 

The reason of my not having assented to some parts of the five propositions 
is, that I am not convinced of the possibility of carrying them into efiect, not 
that I have refused my consent to them. If you will suggest how they can be 
carried into effect, it shall be done accordingly. 

With regard to what you have suggested, relative to Hoolass Sing and others 
going with the officers of the Sircar, if you will advert to the subject of my 
letter, under date the 12th instant, you will observe a satisfactory reply, because 
the only just mode of ascertaining the balances is bv a reference to existing 
documents, to the assertions and oaths, the religion ana faith of the parties, and 
to the papers of the Chowdries, Canoongoes, and Putwarries ; but it is by no 
means my wish that we should have any dispute on this subject. Proclamations, 

anreeable 
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agreeable to the form which you sent to me, have been prepared and shall be Bengal Political 

issued. When you shall have determined whether you think it advisable for me 

to go in person or to send Aumils, be pleased to inform me, that I may act 

accordingly ; because, in your letter dated the 24tli September, you observed Letter 

that there was no occasion then for your saying any thing in answer to my pro- Vizier. 

posals, since it was your intention to give your advice at all times, on every 

proper occasion, without any reserve : consequently, as I have no other object 

than the proper settlement of the country, you should now suggest what you 

think proper, and whatever you may determine shall be carried into immediate 

effect. 

Finally, as you have stated that we are allowing the time to pass away, &c., 
be pleased to determine without delay and to acquaint me witli the result. 

My object is, with the assistance of your advice, to settle the country properly 
aud to realize the revenue of the Sircar. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) .1 . B A i e li k, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1.9th October IHiO.) Letter 

trorn Resident at 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, under date the 17th Lucknow, 
instant. 

As your Excellency would appear to have now finally determined not to depute 
Hukeeni Mehdi Alee Khan to the zillah of Pertaubghur, and as you have further 
been pleased to ascribe this resolution to my advice, which has been uniformly of 
an opposite nature, .since my receipt of your letter dated the 18th of September 
which conveyed the first suggestion of this deputation, a measure, too, originally 
suggested by yourself, and subsequently departed from with an earnestness pro- 
portioned to that of my recommendation of its expedience and even necessity ; 
adverting to this extraordinary fact, and to my original observation to your Ex- 
cellency regarding Moluimmiul Koolee Beg and the three Aumcens of Sooltanpore, 

Pertaubghur, and Behar, it is now ray indispensable duty"^ to state to you, in the 
clearest and most explicit manner, that as a large detachment of the British 
troops, with a battering train of artillery, is employed in the district of Per- 
taubghur, for the purpose of punishing the refractory, at your Excellency’s 
repeated requisition, it seems advisable and even necessary, that you depute, 
with as little tlelay as may be pos.sible, an ol’ficer of character and respectability, 
conversant with revenue concerns, to obtain an accurate knowledge of the state 
of the districts in question, to conciliate and encourage such Zemindars as are 
submissive and obedient to authority, to direct the operations of the troops to the 
suppression of those who are refractory, to ascertain tlie assets of the lands, and 
to prepare and forward to your Excellency a satisfactory scheme of tlic settle- 
ment ; that so, on your Excellency’s arrival in the country, which I still deem to 
be advisable, there may be nothing remaining to impede the final arrangement of 
the district, which may thus be speedily accoinplislicd : and as 1 know Jione of 
your Excellency’s servants of greater ability and zeal than lliikeem Mehdi Alec 
Khan, nor indeed any so well qualified as he is for the pcri'orniance of the duties 
which I have mentioned, I do therefore most strongly recommend that you depute 
him MMthout delay to that zillah; and after his arrival in the district, that the 
preparations for your own march do commence. 

Such is the earnest and ultimate advice which, after mature eonsiileration of 
the subject, I liave deemed it to be my duty to offer, with a view to the settle- 
ment of those districts : and as I cannot suggest any thing else, which appears 
to be belter calculated to accomplish the object in view, if your Excellency dis- 
approve of this advice, the only alternative which remains is the adoption of your 
own plan, whatever it may he, relying upon my zealous co-operation, to the 
utmost of my power, by affording the assistance of the troops in supijort of your 
Excellency’s measures. 


As 
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As r am ol'opinioii tJiat a IJindee translation would he useful, if’ subjoined to 
the Persian proclamations, I have delayed transmitting them to Colonel Palmer, 
and return them to your Excellency with this view. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie, 

Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the ifCd October 1810.) 

I have roceiverl your letter dated lyth October, in answer to mine of the 17th. 

You have stated, that I would appear to have now finally determined not to 
depute liukcem Meluli Alee Khan to the zillah of Pcrtaubgluir. 

Being unwilling to persist in a tlisagreement with you on tliis subject, I directed 
Hukecni Mehdi Alee Khan to prepare for his mission to Pertaubghur, agreeably 
to your wishes; but the Hukeein has offered so many valid excuses for declining 
to undertake the duty, that J am extremely embarrassed on the subject, for 
reasons which will fully appear to you if yon peruse his arzee with attention, 
and I transmit a co|)y ot it with this view'. 

You observe that as a detachment of the British troops with a battering train 
of artillery is employed in the district of IVrtauhglnir, for the purpose of punish- 
ing the refractory, at my rcpeateil rcipfisition, it seems advisable, and even 
necessary, that I depute, with as little delay as may he possible, an officer of 
character and respectability, conversant witli revenue concerns. See. 

I agiee entirely with you, that a person of weight and respectability, as well 
as conversant on revenue matters, should he employed oil the duty in question ; 
but an accurate knowledge of’ the country, and of the character of the several 
Zemindars, formed on former experience, stems also to me to he required for the 
due performance of this duty, and accordingly it is now my intention to depute 
Mohummud AshnifI' to those districts. 

This person was formerly the sole and independent Aumil of the districts of 
Sooltanpore and Pertauhghur, is perfectly acquainted with the country and with 
thecharactersof all the Zemindars ; and as Nowneit Race and the other Aumeens 
who are actually employed in those districts were formerly for many years sub- 
ordinate to Mohummud Ashruff in the collection of the revenues of Pertaubghur, 
&c., they will now cheerfully act under his authority and obey all his directions. 

Mohummud Ashiuff has been suninioned to the Presence, and when he 
arrives I shall instruct him in detail rtgarding all the duties which arc required 
from him, and dismiss liim in company with Race Diakrisheu, my Dewan, 
and a proper cstahlishmcnt of Muuisuddies and other subordinate officers, with 
the least practicable delay ; for I agree entirely with you, that no further time 
should be lost in the adoption of this necessary arrangement. 

You have stated your opinion, that a Hindee translation would be of use if 
subjoined to the Persian proclamations. See. 

It is unusual in my dufter to issue Hindee translations of any documents, 
otherwise I should readily have complied with your request. No incouveu'iencc 
cun result from the proclamations being limited to the Persian. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Arzee from Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khun. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to intrust me with the collection of an 
annual revenue of sixteen lacs of rupees in the districts of Khyrabudand Mahoindic. 

The Zemindars of the purguniiah of Barjur in Khyrabad arc known to be par- 
ticularly refractory and rebellious. The revenue is realized by my making con- 
stant 
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Stant circuifs of the several districts throughout the year, and by keeping a Bengal Poh'ti 
watchful eye on the Talookadars ; and if, on iny part, there bad been the least 
negligence or reniissncss in this respect, the country would have long ago fallen ‘ 

into such confusion, that the restoration of order would be dilficult. In addition Arzee 

to the management of the extensive districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdee, when- ‘h® 
ever there is any disorder in the adjoining districts of Baraitch, Nandparra, 

I’uttypoor, Biswa, Siileek, and others, although these districts are not in 1113' 
aumildarec, and your Excellency has an Autnil in each of them, 3’ou have fre- 
quently been pleased to convey y’our orders to me for the better management of 
those districts, so that the superintendence of those latter districts, also, may be 
considered as under my charge. Under these circumstances, if your Excellency 
think proper to depute me to Pertaubghur, I apprehend, first, that the districts 
of Khyrabad and Mohumdee, and the other districts which I have mentioned, 
will soon fall into confusion, and that the reveniie of them will not be realized ; 
in proof of which Balck llam, although nothing has yet happened in his district, 
has positively asserted to me that the district of Kowana will fall into confusion 
and the revenue into arrears, unless I go there without delay. Secondly, If I 
go to Pertaubghur, it will be nccc'ssary to remove from the districts under 
my charge, and to take ndth rnc as many of my confidential people as I may 
require; consc()ucntly confusion will arise in the districts from whence they are 
taken. Tliirdly, the; whole business of adjusting the alfairs of the country under 
my immediate charge, the settlement of the revenue of that country, the sup- 
pression of refractory Zemindars, nay even receiving the account of the Mulu- 
suddies, Aumils, and suhortlinate Aiunils, entirely depend on myself, as I have 
no relations nor friends in the district, nor any person in whom i have sunicient 
confidence to entrust these matters to their management, and consequently my' 
going to Pertaubghur will occasion the total derangement of my' affairs. 

I have thus reported to your Excellency the actual state of things. 

I am your Excellency’s servant : you have been graciously pleased to entrust 
to me the management of a |)art of the country, and I am ready with my utmost 
exertions to execute your conmiauds without offering any excuse. The reason 
of my having adduced arguments against my being employed to make a settle- 
ment of the district of Soolfanpore and others, and my own ignorance of those 
districts, is, that if any thing w'roiig shall happen in my own districts, or if I 
shall not be able to efl'ect a settlement in Sooltanporc and the other districts, by 
reason of my being u stranger and iinac(|uaintetl with them, blame may not be 
imputed to me, and that 1 may not be responsible if my own district should 
fall into disorder and the kists remain unpaid. 

There is nosimilarity between Nandparra and thatof Sooltanporc, because Nand- 
parra is in tlie vicinity of my district, an<l the Zemindars in the neighbourhood, 
such as Soorut Sing, Sheo Pershaud, Balek llam, and others, afforded me their 
assistance ; and in Sooltanj)ore I am a perfect stranger, and totally unacquainted 
with any of the Talookadars and Zemindars of that zillah : and if I am employed 
there, as soon as the Zemindars of my own district shall become acquainted with 
my being deputed by your f’xcellencv for the carrying into effi'ct an important 
arrangement, from the duties of which I cannot he relieved until its final com- 
pletion, they w'ill undoubtedly make away with the revenue, and it will after- 
wards be difficult to recover it from them. 

It does not seem practicable for me to make a settlement of Sooltanporc and 
the other districts. 

Finally, I await your Excellency’s orders, which I shall always be ready to 
carry into effect to the utmost of my power ; but I apprehend that ray being 
deputed w'oultl occasion disorder in Khyrabad, Mohumdee, Baraitch, and the 
other districts, without my being able to accomplish the object in view. 

I offer these remarks to your Excellency, that I may avoid blame and preserve 
my reputation with your Excellency. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) .T. Baillie, 

llesideiit. 
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To his Excellency tlie Vizier. (Written the 25th October 1810.) 

I have had the hwiour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 22 d of 
this month. 

Having already, in the course of our correspondence, submitted to your Ex- 
cellency, in detail, what appeared to me to be advisable with a view to the per- 
manent settlement of the districts of Sooltanpore, &c. I have nothing further to 
offer on that subject ; and being totally unacquainted with the merits or qualifi- 
cations of Mohummud Ashruf, I cannot offer any opinion regarding the propriety 
or impropriety of deputing him to those districts ; but I repeat what I formerly 
stated in my letter of the l<)th instant, namely, that I am perfectly ready to 
afford the aid of the British troops to any person whom your Excellency may 
appoint. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bailuf., 
Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Dated 29th Riiinzauu 1225, 29th October 1810.) 

I enclose, for your consideration, the Wfijcboolarz of Mohnrnmud Ashruff, 
together with a draft of my reply. Peruse them, and make such alterations in 
them as you may deem to be proper, after which return them to me that I may 
give them to Mohummud Ashruff. 


Article 1. 

Having been appointed by your 
Excellency to superintend the district 
oCSooltanpoore, Dherenagur, Barcllie, 
Dalmow, Akberpoor, &c. 1 will exe- 
cute the trust which you have re- 
posed in me to the utmost of my 
ability, and I shall consider it an 
honour to sacrifice my life in your ser- 
vice. I hope, however, that your 
F^xccllency will join with me in this 
charge some careful experienced per- 
son, who, having a knowledge of the 
state of affairs in those places, may by 
his advice enable me to accomplish 
your Excellency’s object. 


Article 2. 

Should any Zemindars, subjects of 
your Excellency, fly from your coun- 
try and take refuge under the Govern- 
ment of the Honourable Company, I 
trust your Excellency will favour me 
with letters addressed by the British 
Resident at your court, to the Judges 
and Collectors of Elahabad, Jiian- 
pore, Goruckpore, and Azimgliur, di- 
recting those gentlemen to surrender 
to me all fugitives from your Excel- 
lency’s country' who may seek protec- 
tion 


Answer. 

The objects in contemplation by 
your appointment are to ascertain 
the actual state and condition of 
those districts, to conciliate and en- 
courage such of the Zemindars and 
inhabitants as are in obedience to my 
authority and reg ilarly pay their rents, 
and with tlie aid of the British troops, 
to punish or bring back to obedience 
the refractory and disaffected ; and, 
lastly, after thoroughly informing your- 
self of the real value of the lands, and 
what they are capable of yielding, to 
prepare and transmit, for my consi- 
deration, an improved plan of a settle- 
ment. The attainment of these ends, 
by' the speediest and most approved 
means, will be a source of satisfac- 
tion to the Presence. Although there 
be no necessity for joining any other 
person with you, yet, with the view of 
inspiring you with confidence, I will 
nominate a colleague as you desire. 

Answer. 

Agreeably to this representation I 
shall write to the British Resident. 


Answer. 



O U D E P A P E R S. in 


tion in the English territory, in order 
that 1 may send such persons to your 
Presence. 

Article 3. 

I shall, of course, investigate the con- 
dition of each Zemindar ; and those 
whom I may find unwilling to pay the 
lawful demands of the state must be 
reduced to obedience by the aid of the 
British troops. Should any Zemindar 
repair to the commanding officer of the 
British troops and make representations 
to him, they ought not to be listened 
to, because it will be my duty to make 
known to the commanding officer the 
real circumstances of the case and the 
cause which may require coercive 
measures. 

Article 4. 

I hope that your Excellency will 
address letters to Nowneit Race, 
Fuzul Ali, and Jeemal-ood-deen, com- 
manding them, at my requisition, to 
employ all the troops, artillery, horse, 
and infantry, stationed in the afore- 
said districts, in the vigorous execu- 
tion of my measures for the punish- 
ment of the refractory, as well as to 
furnish me with information of the 
proceedings of the disaffected Ze- 
mindars. 

Article 5. 

'I’he cavalry in those districts to 
which your Excellency has nominated 
me is, in point of numbers, extremely 
small. J trust that your Excellency 
will grant me an augmentation of 
two hundred horse. 

Article G. 

Your Excellency has commanded 
me to destroy the forts, you will there- 
fore, I hope, be pleased to send along 
with me five hundred Bildars ; or if 
it should be more agreeable to your 
Excellency, I will myself entertain 
that number. The levelling of the 
forts may be fjerformed with dispatch, 
d your Excellency should allow but 
a small number of these persons, or 
very considerable delay will occur in 
the execution of this work, the coun- 
try being of vast extent. 


Anmer. 

Let every circumstance relative to 
the Zemindars be communicated to 
the commanding officer of the British 
troops. Let the principle of equity 
govern the adjustment of their balan- 
ces ; and in this case I am persuaded 
that the commanding officer of the 
British force will regulate his conduct 
by the true state of circumstances 
which you may submit to him. 


Answer. 

In compliance with this request the 
required letter shall be addressed to 
the Aumils. 


Answer. 

One hundred horse only will be 
allowed. 


Answer. 

Y’ou will entertain the number of 
Bildars which may be adequate to the 
service required (namely the destruc- 
tion |of the fortresses and ghurries), 
and orders shall be issued to my son, 
Nuseer-ud dowlah, for supplying the 
quantity of gunpowder which you re- 
quire. As soon as the forts are taken, 
such parts of the fortifications as may 
appear to be capable of defence must 
immediately, and in the presence of 
the commanding officer of the British 
troops, with all possible expedition be 
destroyed and levelled with the ground, 
as the number of people with you is 
too few for the purpose of furnishing 
garrisons or for the complete destruc- 
tion of the forts, which must there- 
fore be accomplished by degrees. 
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20 Dec. 1810. 1 request your permission to enter- 

tain fifty Hircarrahft, as well for the pur- 

Letter poseof'tlwfuUowJngfugitiveZemindars, 
from the Vizier. conveying letters to my deputies 

ill the districts and to the Zeniiiu/ars. 


Answer, 

Entertain them at three rupees a 
man. 


Article 8. 

As I shall have occasion to maintinn 
a constant correspondence with the 
Naibs and the Zemindars, and as your 
Excellency will require from me a 
daily report of my proceedings, 1 hope 
your Excellency will allow me two 
Mooushees, and signify the amount of 
wages which they are to receive ; 
fifty rupees per mensem for both, thirty 
rupees for the Moonshee employed in 
writing my arzees to your Excellency, 
and twenty rujiecs i'or the other em- 
ployed in my correspondence with the 
Naibs and Zemindars. 


Answer, 

It is of no moment : let them be 
entertained ; but the letters to the Ze- 
mindars must be written by the Aumils. 
If the Aumils be absent let their Naibs 
be in attendance, in order that nothing 
may occur tending to lessen the 
Aumils or produce resistance to their 
authority. 


Article 1). 

Your Excellency’s pleasure will de- 
termine the allowance which I am to 
receive, and my expense must be regu- 
lated accordingly. 11' 1 should appear 
without a due degree of state, 1 shall 
possess no weight whatever. My real 
circumstances arc no secret to your 
Excellency, who knows that my ex- 
penses are circumscribed, and that my 
retinue has been dismissed. 

The employment which your Excel- 
lency has now conferred upon me re- 
quires the appearance of state and 
expense j but whatever degree of both 
your Excellency may determine to be 
• proper, 1 shall conl'orm to with sub- 
mission. 

Allowance for paper and ink. 

Salary for a Vakeel. 


Four Mutusuddies will remain with 
me, for the purpose of arranging all the 
papers and accounts which shall be 
transmitted to me from the districts : 
their wages to be settled by your Ex- 
cellency. 

To .50 

To 80 


Answer. 

An allowance of five hundred rupees 
per mensem. 


Answer. 

It shall be included in the accounts. 
Answer. 

A Vakeel is unnecessary: Sooruj 
Bhan will be the channel for the trans- 
mission. 

Answer. 

Granted. 


Total, Sicca Rupees... 80 


Article 


Answer. 
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Artick 10. 

What are your Excellency’s orders 
relative to the demand which is some- 
times made on the part of the English 
for bread, butter, and eggs ? 


Answer, 

To be supplied at a reasonable rate, 
and according to the nerick of the 
country. 
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Article 11. 

If the commanding officer of the 
British troops should pay me a visit, 
1 beg your Excellency will instruct 
me as to the nature of the reception 
requisite on that occasion. 

Article 12. 

Four persons are necessaiy to be 
entertained for the purpose of furnish- 
ing the supplies, and all the usual arti- 
cles required by the British troops. 
Their wages ought to be liberal, and 
if placed immediately under me, I can 
direct and control their actions. 

Article 13. 

The whole of the leading measures 
shall be arranged by myselfj and the 
Aumils shall then be directed to exe- 
cute them. I shall require the attend- 
ance of the Aumils, and conduct my 
proceedings in concert with them. No 
steps shall be taken, on any account, 
which may have a tendency to lessen 
the authority of the Aumils, and all 
yourExcellency's orders shall be punc- 
tually obeyed. 

Article 14. 

Such of the Talookadars and Zemin- 
dars as after investigation shall be 
found unable to execute their agree- 
ment with the Sircar shall be required 
to surrender their lands, and the col- 
lections which they yield to be made 
by my own people. For the purpose 
of acquiring a due knowledge of the 
means of those persons, fifty Merdehs, 
at four rupees a month each, will be 
requisite, and also twenty-five Aumeens 
at five rupees a man, whom I there- 
fore hope you will permit me to enter- 
tain ; a descriptive roll of them shall be 
lodged in the Bukhshee-gurrie duftur. 

Article 15. 

Your Excellency, I trust, will fur- 
nish me with camp equipage, &c., as 
follows : 

2 Chouturkehs, 

1 Bechoba, 

4 Koondulas, 

8 Pauls, 

2 Numgeerdh, Kunath Saeer, 

4 Furrashes, 

5 Chukurahs, 


Answer. 

Whenever there is a necessity for 
a meeting, you will yourself wait on 
the commanding officer of the British 
troops. 

Answer. 

Do as you propose. 


Answer. 

Granted. 


Answer. 

Let it be, when necessity justifies 
the measure \ but matters must be 
conducted in conjunction with the 
Aumils. 


Answer. 

Orders for a compliance with this 
request have been issued to my son, 
Nuseer-ud Dowlab, who has already 
most probably obeyed them. 


Worses. 2 G 
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HI 


HoiteSi, =&c. 

3 Horses, 

Elephants with Howdah. 

Having no riding elephants of my 
own, 1 hope your Excellency will allow 
me two. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) .1. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir: 

1. With the view of aiding the ' effect of your requisitions to the several 
Zemindars and other rebellious subjects of the Viziei^s Government in the dis- 
tricts of Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, for tlie peaceable surrender of their 
forts, his Excellency has been pleased, at my suggestion, to issue a number of 
proclamations in the terms of the accompanying document, and has desired me 
to transmit to you the enclosed ten original proclamations in the Persian lan- 
guage, under his seal, for the purpose of being conveyed to such of the refrac- 
tory Zemindars as you may have occasion to proceed against, with the detach- 
ment under your command, at the requisition of his Excellency’s Aumils. 

Both his Excellency and myself are of opinion, that the only security 
which can be had for the future allegiance or iidelity of the principal Zemin- 
dars in those districts is the entire demolition of their forts ; and his Excel- 
lency has accordingly determined, in compliance with my suggestion, to direct 
the entire destruction of every fortress and ghurry which may be surreiidered or 
reduced on this occasion, by the operations of the tfoops under yonr command. 

3 . The tenor of his Excellency’s proclamations, as announcing the remis- 
sion of considerable balances of revenue, as well as other eminent advantages 
in the triennial settlement of their lands, to such of the landholders of those 
districts as may immediately return to their allegiance and deliver up their 
fortresses to you, seems in my opinion calculated to circumscribe the extent of 
your military operations, and to accelerate the accomplishment Of their ohgOct. 

4. I shall be extremely happy to learn that this effect has been produced by 
the proclamations, under your judicious application of them to the purposes for 
which they are intended, and 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

25th October IS 10. Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 find myself under the necessity of referring for your further instructions, 
in I'egard to the manner in which your orders to destroy such places as I may 
deem necessary to prevent future trouble is to be executed, as I am assured 
by the Aumil that he has not been authorized by bis ExceHeftcy the Vizier to 
incur any expense, or provide any powder or Bildars for the purpose. 

I take this opportunity of acquainting you Of my having encamped at this 
place yesterday, to await the result of the Aumil’s negociation with- three or 
lour of the Zemindars, and which I expect will end without the necessity of 
adopting coercive measures against them, in the complete adjustment of their 
accounts with him. 

The forts, or ghurries, belonging to these people are represented to be of too 
little strength to render it requisite to destroy them ; and, accordingly, if thoy 
consent to pay the demands upon them, I shall proceed Without delay against 
other places ; but as information on the subject of this reference h necessary 
to enable me to carry my operations, my force being detainetl in tfitc neigl'- 

bourhood 
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bourhood of Soojaldiur and Avnethee, if I should get possession of them with- 
out resistance, I request the favour of an early reply to this letter. 

In the course of to-morrow I hope to be able to afford you satisfactory 
accounts of my proceedings with the Zemindars in the vicinity of this encamp- 
ment. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp near Chuterpore, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

• 26th October 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 Dec. 1810. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

Sif • Lieutenant-Coloni 

I have the pleasure to report to you that the fort of Soojakhur has been sur- Palmer, 
rendered to, and is now in possession of, the Au mil’s people. 

It having been communicated to me, since the despatch of my letter of yes- 
terday’s date to your address, that the forts of Untoo and Oomree had evinced 
a disposition to oppose my detachment, notwitlustanding the Zemindars, Udee 
Sing and Doorga Persaud, had promised an entire submission, I marched against 
them this morning, when the former place was surrendered to me without 
opposition, and the latter was evacuated upon my approach. The garrison of 
Untoo I permitted to retire unmolested, and that of Oomree effected its escape 
into the jungle. 

The strength of these places has been grossly misrepresented ; as they are 
advantageously situated and capable of considerable resistance, I shall, there- 
fore, remain here to-morrow and destroy them. The Ibllowing morning I shall 
m^rch against Amethee. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Oomree, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

Oude, 27th October 1810. Lieutenant- Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge tlic receii)t of your letters, dated the 
26th and 27th instant, the substance of both of which shall be communicated 
to las Excellency the Vizier. 


Letter 

from Resicient a 
Lucknow . 


2. In answer to the reference which is conveyed by the first paragraph of 
your letter dated the 26th instant, and to wliich you have requested an imme- 
diate reply, I have the honour of subjoining, for your information and guidance, 
a translation of the Vizier’s answer to the 6th article of a paper of requests 
submitted to his Excellency by Mohummud Ashruf, who has recently beeu 
nominated to superintend the settlement of the districts of Pertaubghur and 
Sooltanpore. 


You will entertain the number of Bildars which may be adequate to the 
“ service required (namely, the destruction of the fortresses and ghurries), and 
“ orders shall be issued to my son, Nuseer-ud Dowlah, for supplying the quan- 
“ tiiy of gunpowder which you require. As soon as the forts are taken, such 
jNirts of the fortification as may appear to be capable of defence must imme- 
diately, and in the presence of the commanding officer of the British troops, 
** with all possible expedition be destroyed and levelled with the ground, as the 
“ number of people with you is too few for the purpose of furnishing garrisons, 
“ or for the complete destruction of the forts, which must, therefore, be accom- 
“ plislted by degrees.” 


■3. I congratulate you on the success of your operations, as reported in your 
letter of the .27th instant, and 

■ I have, &c. 

Lufcknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

31st October 1810. Resident. 

Kt'tract 
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Extract Jrom a Private Letter Jr(m Lieutenaf^-Oihmel Peimer to Capfytm BaiXe, 
Resident at^hucknofw. Dated the 30^/f October 1810. 


— - Unless you can prevail on His Excellency to send peremptory instructions to 

jeutenant ^oDcl ^^wneit Race and all the other Aumils I shall have occasion to call upon here- 
Palmer. after, to furnish large quantities of gunpowder and great lots of Bildars, when- 

ever required, to assist in knocking down forts, ghurries, &c., as we get possession 
of them, our work will be much delayed and almost endless, and the detach- 
ment in all probability remain in the field two years and upwards, I am 
extremely anxious to get every thing settled and to see the country in peace. 
I have no idea of any violent opposition ; and 1 am convinced, as far as 1 can 
judge of the inclinations and dispositions of the few Talookadars that 1 have 
seen, that the people in general are by no means disaffected to his Excellency's 
Government, and that they only require to be dealt honestly with. The 
proclamation which I have just received will, 1 am confident, have a most happy 
effect ; and in my opinion, if the Aumil is fair in his settlement, no further 
disturbance will occur in the country. However, this is no business of mine, 
and, of course, I shall never attempt to interfere. 


Owing to the want of powder and Bildars, having only fifty of the latter with 
the train, we have not been able to destroy completely the forts of Untoo and 
Oomree as yet. The Aumil sent last night thirteen country maunds of powder, 
about seven or eight of our maunds, and we are now hard at work constructing 
mines, and either tomight or some time to-morrow, hope to set fire to them. 


A true extract ; 

(Signed) J. Batllie, 
Resident. 


Letter Extract from a Private Letter from Captain Baillie, Resident at LucknoiWt to 

rom Resident at Colonel Palmer. ' Dated the 4/A November 1810. 

Lucknow. 

You have already observed from my official despatches, that I am by no 
means inattentive to your proceedings, nor unmindful of the necessity of sup- 
plying you with the means of destroying the forts which may come into your 
possession, whether by the voluntary surrender of the holders or by the suc- 
cessful operations of your arms. 

You seem to me to be conducting the business in an able and a judicious 
manner ; and I augur from what is already before me, your return with credit 
to your cantonment before the end of the cold weather. 

Mohummud Ashruf, the newly appointed Aumil, who is highly talked of to 
me, will be w’th you in a few days, and you shall have a copy of the instruc- 
tions which have been issued to him, at my suggestion, by his sovereign. If he 
fail in the performance of his duty, we shall ourselves be with you by and bye ; 
but I trust that our movement will be superseded by the zealous conduct of the 
Aumil, and by your judicious and active support of the measures which he is 
instructed to adopt. 

Our last akhbar from your camp mentions the flight of a number of Zemin- 
dars ; and this is an unpleasant circumstance, because it must protract the 
settlement of the country. 

Conciliatory measures on your part, with a reference to the Zemindars, and 
remonstrances against the Aurail’s demands whenever you suspect them to be 
unjust, will probably put a stop to the emigration, and my circular letter to the 
surrounding magistrates, a copy of which is inclosed, will also have a good 
effect. 

1 shall be glad to bear from you privately, as well as officially, upon every 
necessary occasion, and you may rely on my ready attention to every sugges- 
tion which you convey. 

A true extract : 

(.Signed} J. Baillie, 
Resident 

To 
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To Lieuteoant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur Camp. 

Sir: 

In pursuance of the intention which was conveyed to you by my letter of 
the 2d instant, 1 have now the honour of transmitting, for your information, 
the enclosed translations of a letter, and other documents, which 1 have 
received from his Excellency the Vizier, containing his Excellency's instruc- 
tions to Mohummud Ashruf, the newly appointed superintendant of the 
districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur. 

I have further the honour of transmitting to you a copy of a circular letter 
which I have recently addressed to the Magistrates of Juanpore, Elahabad, and 
Goruckpore. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

5th November 1810. Resident. 


To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Juanpore. 

Sir : 

1. I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have received from liis Excellency the Vizier. 

2. A considerable military force, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer, being employetl, at the Vizier’s requisition, in the capture and 
demolition of all the fortresses and ghurries in the districts of Sooltanpore, 
Pertaubghur, and Dalmow Barellie, and there being great reason to apprehend 
that the success of Colonel Palmer’s operations will occasion the flight of a 
number of refractory landholders from those districts into the adjacent districts 
of the Honourable Company’s dominions, I consider it to be my duty, in 
compliance with the desire of his Excellency the Vizier, to suggest the pro- 
priety of your adopting every measure in your power, for the immediate seizure 
and surrender of such of the defaulters from this Government as may seek 
refuge within the jurisdiction of your court. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2d November 1810. Resident. 


A circular, of the same tenor and date as the above, addressed 
To H. Dumbleton, Esq., acting Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, 

and 

To D. Scott, Esq., acting Judge and Magistrate of Goruckpore. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

Being under the necessity of waiting in the neighbourhood of Untoo and 
Ooraree till they were destroyed, which was not completed till the evening of 
the 1st instant, I could only move yesterday morning, when I marched to this 
place. 

1 was met at some distance from hence by the Rajah Hurchund Sing’s 
Vakeels, who proposed to surrender the fort to me, and of which I was accord- 
ingly put in immediate possession by his son, who met me at the gate ; and I 
shall proceed without delay to destroy such parts of the furtidcations (which 
are, however, in a most ruinous condition) as may render it incapable of future 
resistance. 

I think it my duty to make to you, for the information of the Vizier, a 
favourable report of the disposition of the Rajah, who has intimated to me, 
in the strongest terms, his entire submission to his Excellency’s will and 
pleasure. 

2 H It 
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Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer. 
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Bei^ Politicai . It is not in my power to render you an immediate account of the operations I 
ao DetTlSlO undertake, as I am led to believe I shall be able to ^^et, by means 

' of detachments from the force under my command, possession of several forts 
Letter from and gliui rios in this vicinity, which will be a preferable mode of proceeding to 
Lieut enant.CoIonel jjjgt of drawing the heavy guns and train over the bad roads, where they will 
1 aimer. travel witli much difficulty and considerable hazard of damage. I shall be 
careful to inform you of the reduction of forts by such parties ; and by the 
means provided by his Excellency’s order, as stated to me in your letter of the 
31st ultimo, I hope to be able to destroy them with much more case and 
expedition than I have hitherto. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. Palmer, 

Camp, near Amethee, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

.3d November 1810. commanding Detachment. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
28 Dec. 1810. 
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from Kesident at 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe 28/A Decemher 1810. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 7th ultimo, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General in Council, the enclosed copies and translations of letters on the 
same subject, which have more recently passed between his Excellency the 
Vizier and myselfi with copies of letters which I have received from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the detachment in Pertaubghur, and from 
Major-General Fuller, commauding the troops in the field. 

2. I am concerned to be under the necessity of reporting to you, for his 
Lordship in Council’s information, that the negligence and improper conduct 
of the officers of this Government employed in the districts ol‘ Sooltanpore atjd 
Pertaubghur, with the repeated refusal of his Excellency the Vizier to comply 
with my suggestion of his deputing to those districts the only efficient Aumil 
under his Government, or proceeding to the districts himself with a declared 
resolution to abide by the proposition which I submitted to him, seem to me to 
preclude the possibility of effecting any beneficial arrangement, in either of 
the districts in question, during the present fusly year. 

3. Since my receipt of the last of the documents which are transmitted by 
this despatch, I have had .several conferences with his Excellency on tlie general 
subject of those documents, and the state of the districts in question ; and I have 
strenuously laboured to convince him of the ruinous consequences of the mis- 
conduct of his officers in the districts of Sooltanjjore and Pertaubghur, as well 
as of the measures which he has himselfmore recently adopted, with a reference 
to the large portion of his dominions which was formerly farmed by Alraass. 

4. The districts which were occupied by that Aumil, yielding an annual 
revenue of about thirty lacs of rupees, had been transferrfed, immediately on 
his death, in opposition to my wishes and suggestions, to the eunuch, Ruhmut 
Alee Khan, Almass's nominal brother, whose failure in the payment of the 
revenue occasioned his removal and disgrace in the course of a few months, 
and the subsequent transfer of the districts, on similar terms, to a person named 
Mii-za Jan, the adoptive son of Almass, who has also necessarily failed to fulfil 
his engagements to the Government, and is now under personal restraint for 
balances, which can never be liquidated, and the demand of a large portion of 
which is, in my opinion, unjust and oppressive. 

5. On the occasion of the death of Almass Alee Khan, and on the two 
subsequent occasions of the transfer of the districts which he farmed to his 
nominal brother and son at the exorbitant rate of his engagements, I suggested 
in strong terms to the Vizier the impropriety of his consigning so Targe a 

portion 
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portion of his dominions to any individual Aumil, more particularly to the 
dependants of Almass, and the expediency of his appointing a number of 
trustworthy persons as Ameens, to investigate and report upon the real state 
of the districts and the condition of the landholders and peasantry, with a view 
to a beneficial arrangement for the future management of the country. 

6. A compliance with my suggestions on those occasions was evaded by his 
Excellency the Vizier, upon grounds and under circumstances which precluded 
iny persistence in urging the point ; but the consequences which I then predicted 
have all of them since been acknowledged, and have probably had their 
influence in producing a partial change of his Excellency’s system with regard 
to this portion of his dominions. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
‘^8 Dec. 18W. 
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from Hesideiit at 
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7. The territory which was farmed by Almass, Ruhmut Alee Khan, and 
Mirza Jan, in succession, has now been parcelled out, I understand, to a number 
of petty farmers, without any reduction of the terms, and under circumstances 
which preclude the possibility of the due realization of the revenue, without the 
gradual devastation of the lands, and the ruin of the lamlholders and peasantry. 

8. I have again submitted to the Vizier the ruinous consequences of those 
measures, and have predicted the speedy removal and imprisonment of a majo- 
rity, if not all, of the newly appointed Aumils, whose personal wealth only, and 
by no means their capacity for the trust, has induced their nomination to those 
ollices. 


9. I have further submitted to his Excellency, that individual wealth among 
his subjects, and the sources from which it was derived, are now nearly at an 
end, and must very shortly be exhausted : and that, ultimately, when the soil 
of his dominions and industrious cultivators of that soil must form the only 
sources of his revenue, he will find the first to be totally unproductive, and 
will search for the latter in vain. 

10. I have even thought it my duty to hint to him, that the measures of 
rigour which he has practised and now meditates against the dependants of 
Almass Alee Khan, who unwarily permitted themselves to be entangled in the 
net of official responsibility which his Excellency caused to be spread for them, 
are in direct opposition to the principles of justice and benevolence which I 
endeavoured to impress on his mind, by the commands of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, immediately after the death of Almass; and that, 
although a considerable portion of the balances of revenue, which his Excellency 
claims from those unfortunate and misguided Aumils, may be recovered by their 
imprisonment, and by the confiscation of their personal property derived from 
their late protector, his faithful servant Almass, yet that his Excellency’s 
voluntary remission of a portion of those balances, his submitting to a loss 
which has been occasioned by the erroneous system of his Government, and 
the immediate correction of that system, as so frequently suggested by me, 
would be far more conducive to his reputation and to the future increase of liis 
revenue, than the measures which he has recently adopted, and those which I 
have reason to consider as in his contemplation, with a reference to the depen- 
dants of Almass, and to the districts which were occupied by that Aumil. 

11. lam sorry to have occasion to add, that my remarks and suggestions on 
this subject, altimugh repeatedly urged to his Excellency with as much earnest- 
ness as considerations of personal respect would admit, have by no means had 
the desired efl'ect, nor have they uniformly of late been received in so gracious 
a manner- as formerly. His Excellency’s leading passion of avarice and all its 
concomitant evils have, as is natural, increased with his age ; and the reluctance 
and impatience with which he ever listened to remonstrance against the 
inordinate gratification of this passion, or against any other unjust measure of 
his Government, have lately arisen to a degree of peevishness and irritation, 
which renders the efficient conduct of the duties of my station at his court, 
combined withthe observances and offices of personal respect and conciliation, 
a great deal more difficult than before. 


12. As 
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1 12. As an example of this latter remark, it may not be out of place to report 

to you, for the Right Honourable the Governor-General's information, that bis 
Excellency having recently evinced a design to take advantage of the change 
of his system with regard to the districts ofAlmass, by whom and his successors 
t in office the jagier of Tufiizzool Hooseyn Khan had been farmed, for the 
purpose of converting this jagier into an annual pension in money, to the 
manifest loss of the Jagierdar, I considered it to be my duty to remonstrate 
against the execution of this design in the most urgent terms which I could 
use, and to state to his Excellency the impropriety of his adopting any new 
measures, with a reference to the management of tin's jagier, without the previous 
sanction of the British Government, at whose instance it was originally granted 
to Tufuzzool Hooseyn Khan, and subsequently confirmed in the possession of 
his only son and representative. 

13. His Excellency did not hesitate to avow and support his resolution of 
superseding Tufuzzool Hooseyn Khan’s authority in the jagier, by confer, 
ring the future management of it on an Aumil of his own selection, who 
should pay a certain yearly sum to the Jagierdar ; and remarked to me, with 
apparent irritation and displeasure, that Tujummool Hooseyn Khan would 
never have presumed to object to the arrangement in question, save for the 
unnecessary and unprecedented support which I had afforded to this person 
and to others in a similar predicament. 

14. 1 replied to this unjust and indelicate observation, that the support 
which I had on one remarkable occasion afforded to Tufuzzool Hooseyn 
Khan, had been authorized and entirely approved by the Government which 
I have the honour of representing, and had manifestly proceeded on principles 
of the strictest justice to the person accused, as well as on sentiments of the 
purest regard for his Excellency’s personal safety, and for the honour and 
reputation of his Government ; and that I was sorry to have occasion to remark, 
that the result of the transaction to which I alluded had apparently given rise 
to sensations in his Excellency’s breast which were unworthy of his enlightened 
mind, and could alone have induced the design against which it became my 
duty to remonstrate in the strongest possible language. 

15. The above is one of the most important of a number of similar occasions, 
on which I have been recently compelled to address his Excellency the Vizier 
in language more forcible than 1 could have wished, or was, perhaps, strictly 
conformable with those observances which I have ever maintained in my per- 
sonal conferences with his Excellency, and by which the utmost seeming cor- 
diality has been preserved, amidst a great deal of difference in opinion. 

16. I shall continue to take advantage of every proper opportunity of 
renewing my instances to his Excellency on the subjects of this despatch, and 
shall report the effect ol' them, from time to time, to you, for the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General’s information. 

17« The propriety of any active interference, on ray part, for the protection 
of the dependents ofAlmass, in their new character of Aumils, against the 
unjust demands of the Vizier, and the question of the permutation of Tufuz- 
zool Hooseyn Khan’s jagier for a pension, are points on which I deem it to 
be necessary to request the instructions of the Government. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, 

5th December 1810. 


(Signed) 


J. Bailub, 
Resident. 


Letter 

from Ilesidefit at 
Lucknow. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written lith November 1810.) 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency's information, the 
enclosed translation of a letter w’hich I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer. 

Although 1 be aware that Mohummud Ashruff must have joined Colonel 
Palmer’s detachment ere now, and have commenced the duties of his deputa- 
tion, 



tion, yet I deem the conduct of Nowneith Roy to be such as to require your ^coSsi/tadoiir 
Excellency’s animadversion, arrd I submit Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer’s letter osDcc.isw! 
to you with this view. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resiilont at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I am sorry to be under the necessity of preferring to you a complaint against 
the Aumil, Nowneith Roy, for his inattention to my requisitions, and the 
extreme reluctance he evinces to furnish me with the requisite establishment 
and supply of gunpow’dcr for destroying forts and gliurries. Notwithst’anding 
the most pressing demands from me, he has produced in the course of four days 
only sixteen Bildars and one bufialoe load of powder. 

r am now encamped within a short distance of several places of which I 
could obtain immediate possession, but there is no use in my doing so until fur- 
nished with the hands and materials requisite for destroying them. 

I hope, therefore, I shall shortly be joined by Mohummud Ashruffi whose 
arrival I expect with impatience, as I sl.all be obliged til! tlien to occupy my 
present situation, my measures being clogged atid my movements impeded by 
the Aumil’s obstinacy in declining to co-operate zealously with me, though in 
the service of his own master, the Vizier. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Amethee, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

Sth November 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commamling 

Detachment. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 17th November 1810.) 

I personally stated to your Excellency this morning the substance of a letter 
which 1 had then received from Colonel Palmer, and perceiving the impression 
which it made on your Excellency’s mind, I forbear, on this occasion, from 
offering any further remarks on the subject, but merely forward a translation of 
the letter, with a translation of another letter on the same subject, which I 
received, after your Excellency’s departure, from Major-General Fuller, com- 
manding the troops in the field. I am satisfied that your Excellency will now' 
issue such orders to Nowneith Roy as will preclude any future applications, 
cither for gunpowder or Bildars, from the commanding oflicer of the detach- 
ment. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I am still detained at this place for want of gunpowder to destroy the forts, 
of which, on appearing before them, I shall be put in possession. 

Mohummud Ashruff, who joined me on the 11th instant, informs me he has 
no orders to purchase it, but that it will be sent to me from Lucknow ; you will 
see, therefore, the expediency of expediting its despatch as much as possible, 
and in large quantities, or my operations can never be completed. 

I myself discovered, a few days ago, a fort of great strength, of which no 
report had ever been made, and which I am now employing the few Bildars I 
have in destroying. It is called Ahmarooah, and there are many such places, 
independent of those described in the list furnished by you, which 1 conceive 
it comes within the line of my instructions to destroy. 

I am certain you will agree with me in the necessity of resorting to more 
vigorous measures than have hitherto been adopted by his Excellency the 
Vizier, to aflbrd me the requisite assistance. My situation is extremely dis- 

‘2 I tressiug,* 
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tressing, for 1 find myself utterly unable to proceed in the execution of my 
duty, from the neglect or culpable indifference which the agents display to my 
representations, and, at the same time, I am restricted from using my means to 
procure the articles so essentially requisite to a speedy fulfilment of my 
operations. 

Mohummud Ashruff is, I believe, exerting himself to procure Bildars, but 
my progress in demolishing forts by their means must necessarily be slow ; and 
I trust to your representations to the Vizier having quickly the effect of reme- 
dying the disappointment I have experienced in not receiving supplies of 
gunpowder. 

I have,&c. 

Camp, Amethee, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

l3th November 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding: 

Detachment. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

By a letter received, through Lieutenant-Colonel Martindell, from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer, employed in the reduction of forts in the possession of refrac- 
tory Zemindars, in the Vizier’s dominions, I learn he has been under the necessity 
of entertaining an expensive establishment of Bildars, not only for the purpose 
of clearing the roads for the passage of the battering train accompanying his 
detachment, but for levelling the forts of those Zemindars as they come into his 
possession. 

Owing to the want of pioneers at any convenient distance to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer’s scene of action, the continuation of the establishment for the 
former purpose is a matter of necessity, but for the tedious service of levelling 
mud forts will, I am afraid, be found very inadequate, unless assisted by the 
people of his Highness the Nawaub Vizier, to whom, in my humble opinion, a 
request so materially connected with the expeditious accomplishment of his 
wishes may be safely made, and in the propriety of which I hope you will 
coincide. 

I have, &c. 

Head-Quarters, in the Field, (Signed) F. Fuller, 

Merut,llth November 1810. ’ Major-General. 


F’rom His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the ISth November 1810. 

I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, conveying for my informa- 
tion, translations of letters to your address from Major-General Fuller and 
Colonel Palmer. 

Immediately on my arrival at the palace, I issued the most positive orders to 
Mohummud Ashruff and to Nowneith Roy, to furnish, without any delay, as 
many Bildars and as great a quantity of gunpowder as might be required by 
Colonel Palmer for the purpose of destroying the forts, and informed them that, 
in the case of any further delay or inattention, they should "be called to a 
severe account. It has been represented to me by Nusseer-oo Dowlab, that 
a hundred and eighty maunds of gunpowder are ready, and may be forwarded 
immediately to Colonel Palmer. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


The Arzee of Mohummud Ashruff^ dated the \Qih November 1810. 


Dewan Zubber Sing, Talookadar of Puttee, in consequence of his elaka being 
on the borders of the Company’s territories, has become refractory, and docs 
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not pay the revenue. This elaka is very fertile, and capable of yielding 
a large increase.' The late Seetulpershaud, during the time he was Aumil, 
used to receive from Zubber Sing a very large and satisfactory assess- 
ment; but after that Aurail’s removal, Zubber Sing paid only what he 
pleased. The amount formerly received by me from Zubber Sing was 
much greater than what is pow realized, and the sum stipulated for by 
the late Rajah Newaz Sing in the fusly year 1216, was reduced in the 
year 1217, after the death of Newaz Sing, 27,0(X) rupees. Zubber Sing, 
notwithstanding that his elaka is now become Amanee, and measures have 
been adopted to prevent the refractory Zemindars of this Government from 
taking refuge in the Company’s territories, has not attended the Aumil, 
but has sent a Vakeel to Nowneith Roy, who entered into an agreement with 
the Vakeel; yet, from the amount of this agreement for the fusly year 1217, 
although much lower than it ought to be, a large balance is still due, and with- 
holden under frivolous pretexts ; and though he formerly used to attend me 
in person, he has now merely sent his Vakeel,, the consequence of which con- 
duct on his part is, that all the other Zeraintlars and Talookadars expect their 
settlements to be made on the terms of the last year’s assessment, and in those 
estates where a decrease is admitted, require their lands to be made kham, or 
to be farmed to them for a mere trifle, in which case nothing but loss will 
accrue; and instead of your Excellency’s profiting by the measures which have 
lately been adopted, the employment of the British troops, tlie expense of 
thousands of rupees, and my deputation to the country, tliose measures will be 
of no avail. What advantage, indeed, can my deputation produce, if a settle- 
ment is now to be made for no more than the former jumma, which every 
ordinary Chuckludar could have collected in his district as formerly, without 
any assistance of mine ; whereas, if the elaka of Zubber Sing should be settled 
at an increase, to my heart’s satisfaction, for the present fusly year, all the 
other Zemindars in the district, who are now determined on withholding any 
increase on the Revenue of their estates, would then willingly come forward. 

I have thus submitted to your Excellency what appeared to me to be my 
duty, with a view to the advantage of the State, and have only f urther to obey 
whatever orders your Excellency may issue, representing humbly for consider- 
ation, that the sooner the settlement is made the better, and that if much longer 
delayed, it will be very difficult to realize the revenue. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To llis Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 21st November 1810.) 

1 have perused with great attention the copy of Mohummud AshhrufF’s 
arzec, which your Excellency was pleased to transmit to me, and the contents 
of it have excited my concern. This person appears, by his own statement, 
in direct opposition to what was at first agreed on between your Excel- 
lency and me, to consider himself as .deputed to those districts solely for the 
purpose of increasing the revenue, by exacting larger sums from the Zemindars 
than they have hitherto paid to the Government, whereas the basis of all my 
representations to your Excellency on this subject has been my firm persuasion 
and belief, that the country has already suffered greatly from the extortions of 
former Aumils, and that a settlement on the most moderate terms, particularly 
for the first year, with remission of all former balances to the end of the fusly 
year 1216, ^as advisable, if not absolutely necessary to the future prosperity of 
your subjects. 

It is true that I am by no means acquainted with the state of the talooka 
of Zubber Sing, nor indeed of any other elakas ; yet your Excellency wall be 
pleased to remember, that, with the view of obtaining correct information on 
those points, I have often and repeatedly suggested the preparation and trans- 
•nission of a scheme before the settlement should be commenced on ; and had 
this scheme of a triennial settlement been furnished to your Excellency and me 
in the manner which I suggested, the embarrassment and vexation which now 
occuj: could never have been felt by either of us. 
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It is evident from Mohumtnud Ashruff’s own words, that nothing but 
oppression to the Jlyots, disputes between him and the Zemindars, and finally, 
disorders in the country, can be expected from his deputation ; that the views 
which I had entertained, and for the satisfactory accomplishment of which both 
your Excellency and I have laboured so long and have had so many unpleasant 
discussions during a period of five months, must be entirely and inevitably 
frustrated ; and that no satisfactory arrangement can be made in the present 
year. I entreat your Excellency to consider these circumstances maturelj\ 
and to take the necessary steps with regard to them, before every measure be 
too late. 

I further request your Excellency to inform me what measures have been 
adopted with respect to the fortresses belonging to Mohun Loll Oopadhea, 
towards ascertaining the state of the fortress of Goree, and the despatch of 
the Bildars and gunpowder to Colonel Palmer. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) . 7 . Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 'i2d November 1810,) 

I have received your letter of yesterday’s date. (Recapitulates its contents.) 

In one of the conferences which we had together, the subject of taking an 
increase of revenue from the mchauls of Sooltanpore, Pertaubghur, Dalmow and 
Barellic, was discussed ; and j'ou then stated your opinion, that an increase 
might, of course, be demanded, where assets for that purpose were established, 
but that, in every elaka where a decrease. of assets was proved, remissions 
should be granted to the Zemindans. 

As Mohummud Ashruff has stated in his arzee, that the elaka of Zubber Sing 
is very fertile and capable of yielding a large increase, but that Zubber Sing 
pays just what he pleases, and that even tbejumma of in itself far too 

low, was reduced in the ensuing year 1217 fusly, &c,, it therefore follows, 
that notwithstanding the capability of Zubber Sing’s estate, he has hitherto, for 
a number of years, contrived to lc.s.scn his jumma, and now that a triennial 
settlement is about to be entered into w’ith him, and the British detachment is in 
the vicinity of his Elaka, he should be compelled to pay the full value of his 
land.s. If you, however, will suggest any other measures with a reference to 
this Zemindar, the necessary orders shall be issued in conformity with them to 
Mohummud Ashruff. 

What you have hitherto suggested has been fully carried into effect ; and the 
tenor of the proclamations w hich were issued by me, at your suggestion, shall 
ill future be strictly adhered to. I before informed you, that the delay and 
failure in the prejiaratiou and transmission of a scheme of settlement was to be 
ascribed to the non-attendance of the Zemindars ; nevertheless I have again, 
agreeably to your request, issued the strictest orders to the Aumils and to 
Mohummiicl Ashruff, to transmit it wdth all expedition. 

W^ith regard to the ev’acuafion of the fortress, orders have been issued to 
Mohun Loll Oopadhea; hut as yet I have received no an.swcr from him. I 
also directed Mohnn Loll Oopadhea to transihit to the Presence a true statement 
ot the fortress of Goree ; and he ha.s represented, in answer, that he is unable to 
send an account of that fortre.ss, as he is uimcipiainted with the iiame of the 
f'liuckludar in which it is situatcil. Ifithcin Dalmow, it must be Gora, of 
which Deen Sahy, a By.sc, is the Talookadar. If it be in the elaka of Debar, the 
name is Gorliee, and (iirwur Sing, a Goosseiu, is the Zemindar. If it be in 
Sooltanpore, Gore is a large village, and not a fortress, containing strong and 
fortified houses belonging to Zemindars. 

Strict orders have been issued to Mobmnmud Ashruff to procure Bildars, and 
be has employed as many as he could get, and I am certain that he will entertain 
as inaiiy more as may be irrocurable. Mohummud Ashruff some time ago 
iiilimated to the Pre.senee, tliat Bildars bad been entertained at the rate of two 

rupees 
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rupees and a lialf per mensem, on tlie condition of their being regularly paid evejy 
fifteen days, to which I agreed : yet Mohummud Ashruff having since repre- 
sented that the Bildars demand three rupees per mensem, and will not agree to 
receive two and a half, I have consented even to this demand, with the view of 
precluding inconvenience from the want of Bildars. 

I have understood from the Akhbars that Mohummud Ashruff has provided 
Colonel Palmer with eleven maunds and thirty seers of gunpowder. Seetula 
Bukhsh Oopadhea would appear to be in attendance, and to have had a meeting 
with Colonel Palmer. Orders have been issued for the despatch of one hundred 
and eighty maunds of gunpowder to Colonel Palmer, but it has been delayed, in 
consequence of the scarcity of hackeries. When they are procured, the powder 
shall be immediately despatched. 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written November the 25th 1810.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 22d in- 
stant, in answer to my letter of the preceding day. 

From the contents of Mohummud Ashruff’s arzee, two inferences are, in 
my mind, most obviously to be deduced, namely ; first, that he has hitherto been 
totally unmindful of the most important object of his deputation, the preparation 
and transmission of a scheme of the settlement, as repeatedly recommended by 
me ; and, secondly, that he is bent on c.vacting an increase from every Zemindar 
and Talookadar in the district. Both these circumstances are, in my mind, 
insuperable obstacles to the sf)eedy settlement of the country; and being so, it is 
my duty to submit them to your Excellency without delay, as, indeed, it is my 
duty, upon every occasion, to represent the improper conduct of your Aumils, 
with the view of enabling your Excellency to check them in due time. The 
correction of the errors of those Aumils must rest with your Excellency alone. 

The excuse, on the part of Mohummud Ashruff, which your Excellency has 
been pleased to convey, for his delaying to forward the scheme, is, in my opinion, 
totally groundless. In the preparation of a scheme of settlement for approval, 
there can be no occasion whatever for the attendance, of any of the Zemindars. 
It is a duty invariably and exclusively performed by the Seghadars and Aumils 
of the districts without reference to the Zemindars. The Aurail personally in- 
spects the different estates, estimates the produce of the crops, and agreeably to 
that estimate the scheme of the settlement is prepared and transmitted, under 
the. seals and signatures of the several revenue ollicers of the district, to the 
Presence for approval. When approved and returned to the Aumil, the Zemin- 
<lars of the several villages are summoned to attend; and if they do so of their 
own accord, and agree to enter into engagements at the rate of assessment 
which has been fixed, the settlement is at once concluded, otherwise the measure 
of fiirming the estates to other persons, or retaining them in the hands of the 
Aumil, is then to be considered and decided on. 

Respecting the fortress of Gouree, &c., I have attentively read the list of for- 
tresses in the three mehauls, which were furnished by your Excellency, and in 
neither of them have I been able to discover the name or situation of Gouree. 
This circumstance affords another material proof of the negligence and inat- 
tention of those Aumils by whom the lists of the fortresses were transmitted. 
With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, thatSeetulah Bukhsh is in attend- 
ance on Colonel Palmer, I suggest, for your Excellency’s consideration, the pro- 
priety of your furnishing me with a correct list of the fortresses belonging to 
Mohun Loll, which I shall forward immediately to Colonel Palmer, with instruc- 
tions to that officer to demand their surrender by Seetulah Bukhsh, and in the case 
of that person’s refusal, to seize him and send him to Lucknow. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie, 

’ Resident. 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the ■27th November ISIO.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 25tb, in answer to mine of the 22d 
instant, suggesting the propriety of the preparation and transmission to the 
Presence of a scheme for the triennial settlement, &c. 


The case is this, that repeated orders have already been issued to the tliree 
Aumils of those Elakas, to prepare and transmit, without delay, a scheme of 
the settlement of their respective Elakas ; and now, agreeably to your sugges- 
tion, I have transmitted the most positive injunctions on this subject to Mohum- 
mud AsbrufT. 


With a reference to what you have stated respecting the fortress of Gourec, 
“ that you have attentively perused the list of fortresses,” &c., I now transmit to 
you a correct description of that fortress, from a perusal of which you w'ill be 
made acquainted with every thing regarding it. 

With regard to your request of a list of the fortresses belonging to Mohun 
Loll Oopadhea, for the purpose of being forwarded to Colonel Palmer, &c. 
the case is this : what was formerly represented by Mohun Loll has already 
been sent to you, and I know no better measure than that which you have 
suggested. You may, therefore, desire Colonel Palmer to ascertain if it be 
practicable from Sectiila Bukiish the number of fortresses in the possession of 
Mohun Loll, and demand their evacuation and surrender, and in the case of 
Seetiila Bukhsh’s refusal to seize him and send him to Lucknow. 


I transmit, for your information, a copy of the shookha addressed to Mohum- 
raud Ashruft' on the 2()tli instant. Had I a list of the fortresses of Mohun 
Loll among the records, a copy of it should have been sent to you in the first 
instance : when I do get a list of them, you may rely upon receiving it imme* 
d lately. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillik, 

Resident. 


Endoiure. Translation of the Shookha to Mohummud Ashrvjj'. (Dated the ^Qth 

November 1810.) 

Your arzec, dated the 24th instant, in answer to the shookha addressed to 
you, has been perused ; and I am directed by his Excellency to inform you, 
that the particulars of the Elaka of Deenah Sing, which has been mentioned in 
a cursory manner, should have been represented more explicitly in detail. 
Byreesall is himself very dilatory in paying the dues of the Government, and 
therefore of what use is his security for any other Zemindar. Roy Diakrishen 
will leave this to-morrow and proceed towards your quarter. The Roy is sent 
to arrange matters in conjunction with you, and to adjust the balances of reve- 
nue for the year 1217 lusly, which you will accordingly proceed to adjust 
in concert with the Roy, and transmit the paj»crs as soon as possible to the 
Presence. 

With regard to the settlement of the arrears of Behadur Sing, Zemindar of 
Pertaubghur, it is necessary that, agreeably to the tenor of the proclamation 
which has been issued at the suggestion of the Resident and forwarded to the 
commanding oflScer of the troops, you remit the whole of the balances for the 
year 1216 fusly, and labour to obtain proper security for the balances of 
1217, and the revenue of the current year 1218 to be settled with the several 
Zemindars. If an increase of assets beyond the former assessment of any 
estate be established, of course an increase must be demanded, but otherwise 
no increase should be required. Orders were issued to Nowneith Roy for the 
transmission of the jumma wasilbaukee account for I217 ; and if, in the realiza- 
tion of the revenues for the fusly years 1217 and 1218, there should be any 
unnecessary delay, you will immediately apply to the commanding officer, who 
will take the necessary steps to realize it. 


Description 
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Description of the Fortress of Goree. 

Decn Sahy, a Byse, is the Talookudar of Goree, &c., extending from Dal- 
mow in an easterly direction about five coss. In the talooka of Goree Khass 
there is a fortress, enclosing about forty-live begalis of ground, surrounded by a 
parapet wall about three yards broad and six yards high : it contains ten bas- 
tions. Towards the west is a large gate and five bastions, two of which are 
immediately connected with the gate, that is, one a little before and the other in 
a line with the gateway. On this wall are also three other bastions. Two bas- 
tions are on the north and two on the south walls. To the east there is a small 
gate, which is defended by a strong square bastion about eleven yards in breadth 
and nine yards in height, pierced with loop-holes. The fortress is encompassed 
by a very deep ditch, excepting the west side: it has on the other sides a very 
thick and extensive jungle, beyond which is a large jheel. Within the fortress are 
habitations of Ryots. Near the portal of the fortress, to the west, is a house in 
which the family of the Talookadar reside : there are also out-offices of every des- 
cription within the fortress, such as stables, elephant-houses, and houses for the 
Sepoys, &c. About a gun-shot from the west wall of the fortress there is a large 
tank, on which there are a number of babool trees. Whenever the Talookadar 
resists the Aiunifs authority, he generally commences firing from this tank ; and 
when compelled to give up this situation, here turns to the fortress, and keeps up a 
fire from tlience on the Aumil’s people. The Talookadar has in his possession two 
elephants, ten horses, three mares, three hackeries of four bullocks each, and two 
of two bullocks each, seventeen camels, and has constantly in his service five 
hundred Sepoys. On his opposing the authority of the Aumil he is assisted by 
Sheopershaud Byse, Talookadar of Singurpore, in the Elaka of Dulmow, Zalim 
Sing, the banished Talookadar of Buddrec in Behar, and the Zemindars of Tilooee 
in the Elaka of Salone. In the fusly year 1213, Deen Sahy fought with the 
Naib of Joogul Kishore. He gives the kubooleat of his Elaka himself. He 
has erected this fortress since the time of Joogul Kishore, before which period 
there was no fortress in Goree. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

; from Secretary to 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date the Government. 
5th instant, the communications contained in which, and in your preceding 

despatch of the 7th ultimo, have engaged the deliberate attention of the Right 
Houourable the Governor-General in Council. 

2. The tenor of your several instructions to the officers commanding the 
British troops in the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, for the guidance 
of their conduct in executing the duty of reducing to obedience the refractqry 
Zemindars of those districts and destroying their forts, and the measures which 
you have suggested to his Excellency the Vizier, with a view to facilitate the 
accomplishment of those objects, and your unwearied exertions to induce his 
Excellency to give efiect to them, are entirely approved by the Governor- 
General in Council. 

3. His Lordship in Council more especially approves the arrangement which 
you proposed to his Excellency for the future settlement of the districts, as 
detailed in your letter to his address of the 8th of October, and laments the 
obstacles referable to the injudicious proceedings of his Excellency himself, by 
which that arrangement has been frustrated. 

4. His Lordship in Council laments the failure of your repeated endeavours 
to induce his Excellency to alter the destructive system of management which 
prevails, with respect to the extensive districts formerly under the charge of the 
late Alraass Alee Khan. 

5. The tnterests of the British Government, however, are too deeply con- 
cerned in., the reform of the present vicious system of administration in his 

y Excellency’s 
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Be.4gRi Political Excellency’s dominions, to pern)it his Lordship in Council tacitly to acquiesce in 
‘^8 Dec^l'sio *** continuance. To the evils and abuses of that system, to the oppression and 

' injustice which naturally flow from it, are principally to be ascribed those 

Letter tlisorders which the British troops are so frequently employed to suppress. This 
from SecretBiy to Government has ever viewed with painful regret the employment of its troops in 
Governmeat. services of this nature, the general tendency of which has necessarily been to 
uphold and encourage those acts of violence, injustice, and extortion which a 
system erroneous in its principle and oppressive, in its operation cannot fail to 
engender. 

6. It concerns the reputation of the British Government, therefore, as well 
as its interest, to interpose the weight of its influence, for the introduction of 
a reforna which may relieve us from the imputation of being the instruments of 
oppression and injustice, of perpetuating the practical gradatiou of evils and 
abuses, which, unsupported by the military power of the Company, would 
speedily produce their natural consequences, successful resistance to the autho- 
rity of the Vizier, and general anarchy and confusion throughout bis Excel- 
lency's dominions. 

7. Your efforts of persuasion and remonstrance, which appear to bis 
Lordship in Council to have been employed with distinguished judgment and 
unreniittcd zeal and assiduity, having proved unavailing, the Covernor-Generul 
in Council deems it his duty to interpose the influence of the British Govern- 
ment, in a more direct and decided form. Accordingly the Governor-General 
has addressed a letter to his Excellency the V^izier, referring to recent transac- 
tions, noticing the evils and errors of the existing system of the administration 
of the revenue, and suggesting the outline of a plan of reform which is recom- 
mended for his Excellency’s adoption. 

8. An English copy of that letter is enclosed for your information ; the 
original, in the Persian language, will be transmitted to you from the Persian 
department. 

p. The Governor-General in Council, adverting to the character and esta- 
blished hal)its of the Vizier, docs not entertain any sanguine hopes, that cither 
the proposed arrangemftit will be carried into complete effect, or that the 
engagements which may be concluded under it will be faithfully adhered to. It 
is to be apprehended, that his Excellency will not be induced to accede to the 
terms of a just and moderate assessment, to sacrifice, for the hope of some 
permanent but distant benefit, any prospect, however fallacious, of immediate 
pecuniary profit; that, while he acquiesces in the expediency of the plan, be 
will interpose obstacles to its efficient execution; and that its operation will be, 
in a great measure, defeated by practices and abuses, which the ordinances of a 
wise and well constituted Government, or a strong and steady principle of justice 
in the governing power, is alone capable o.f restraining ; at the same time, even 
a defective execution of the plan will be attended with some advantage. The 
engagements which may be concluded will, at least, form a criterion by which 
to judge of the merits of complaints of oppression, to regulate demands, to afford 
relief, or to inflict punishment; and some foundation will be laid for the gradual 
improvement of the system of administration. At all events, this Government 
discharges a positive duty, by employing its efibrts for the correction of evils 
affecting its own interests, the interests of humanity and justice, those of his 
Excellency and of his subjects, and the prosperity and tranquillity of his domi- 
nions ; and we preserve, by asserting and exercising it, that right of interference, 
which by disuse might prescriptively be lost or essentially impaired, and which, 
if not on the present, may on some future occasion be efficiently-exercised. 

10. The Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier’s address is intended to 
support the renewal of those efforts, which you have already so laudably, but inef- 
fectually, employed for the reform of the present ruinous and oppressive system 
of assessment and collection. 

11. It is not necessary that you should insist on an adhcreiH^SWhte strict 

letter of the arrangement suggested in the Governor-General’s Some 

modifications of it may be required by the state of local circumfi|l^!lj^i|^ and 

?^yen 
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even Ijy the irremediable vices of llie existin'^ system ; but its four fundamental 
principles, viz., a just and moiicratc asscssrnint, a settlement for a term of 
years, the conclusion of engagements by gradation from the Aumil to the Ilyot, 
and the guarantee of those engagements, must form the basis of any system of 
inodilied reform. 

12. On your approved zeal, local knowledge, and address, the Governor- 
General in Council confidently relies, for any attainable degree of success in the 
execution of the duty thus committed to your charge. 


Bengal Political 
Consiiltatioiw, 
28 Dec. 1810 . 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


13. The Governor-General in Council would willingly lay a foundation for the 
introduction of that most efficient and beneficial system of reform, a permanent 
settlement of the land revenue. It is not, however, to be supposed, that a 
country which has been rendered so unproductive by an oppressive administra- 
tion, should in that state be ripe for a permanent settlement ; or that a sovereign 
wedded to so vicious an administration as that of the Vizier, should be brought 
at once to the adoption of principles and measures so foreign to his own charac- 
ter and that of his government. Such a proposition, therefore, cannot be 
brought forward at the present time; but a fixed revenue from the land is, in 
other points of view, peculiarly suited to the condition of a government, 
which by its dependent connection with another, is not subject to great occa- 
sional increase of charge, defensive or otherwise, and the expenses of which, 
therefore, may themselves be considered as permanently fixed. 

14. But although the present time is not favourable to so great a change, bis 
Lordship in Council is of opinion that it should be an object of our policy gradu- 
ally to bring it about, and that Government cannot employ the influence which it 
has a right to exercise over the affairs of Oude, either more usefully or more 
worthily, than first in promoting the general improvement of the internal admi- 
nistration of that country, which is the purpose of the present measure, and sub- 
sequently in introtlucing, if possible, at a proper season, that radical principle of 
prosperity, both to government and people, the permanent settlement of its land 
revenues. 


15. You will not fail to observe that the Governor-General has not adverted, 
in his letter to the Vizier, to that branch of administration, without which no 
arrangement for the due management of tlie revenues can ever be completely 
efficient, namely, the establishment of tribunals of justice for the protection of 
the lives and property of the subject, for the detection and punishment of crimes, 
for the redress of grievances, and for the adjustment of disputed claims. His 
Lordship has been withheld from introducing that subject, by his unwillingness 
to press at once upon his Excellency’s attention too many objects of reform, 
and thereby diminish the hope of his regard to any. A system of judicial admi- 
nistration, however, is so intimately connected with the efficient operation of the 
proposed arrangement for the assessment and realization of the revenues, that 
the future, if not the immediate establishment of it, must be kept in view. It 
will be proper, therefore, that you should be prepared, at a convenient season, 
to urge this important topic; and to facilitate your eventual representations on 
this subject, I am directed to trace the general outlines and principles of the 
system of judicial administration which should be recommended to his Excel- 
lency’s adoption, although little hope can be entertained that he will ever, be' 
induced to adopt it more than partially, if he adopt it at all. Still, however,- in. 
brintgng formally to the notice of the Vizier the vices and abuses of bis admi- , 
nistrarion, and in proposing a reform, it is necessary to represent to his Exceln< 
lency all the means by which that reform may be rendered effectual. 


16. The principles by which alone any efficient system of judicial arrange- 
ment can be regulated, must be those which form the basis of that system within 
our territories. 


17* The first fundamental measure would be to deprive the Aumils, land- 
holders, an d of the civil and criminal jurisdiction which they at present 

exercise vu|||||^^^!titrol. 

lB*swffiil|P'diourk6 of justice should be established in all the districts under 
cy’s authority. These courts should be subject to the control and 

2 L superintendence 
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superintendence of a general court of justice to be establislied at the capital with 
appellate jurisdiction. 

19 . The provincial courts should not be subject to the authority and control 
of the Aumils. On the contrary, the Auniils themselves, as w ell as every other 
description of persons residing within the several districts, should be amenable 
to the local courts of justice, or at least to the superior court established at 
the capital. 

SO. The judges of the provincial courts should be amenable for all acts done 
in their official capacity, or otherwise, either to the superior court at the capital 
or to the intermediate courts, if it should be judged necessary to establish 
such. 

21. This arrangement should be combined with an efficient system of police 
throughout the country, calculated to secure the apprehension of olfenders for the 
purpose of bringing them to justice. 

22. This general system, modihed as it necessarily must be in its details 
according to local circumstances and to the constitution of the Government, 
would obviously be the most efficient; but no hope can, perhaps, be enter- 
tained, that his Excellency will ever be induced to adopt it in its fullest extent. 
Even the charges of its establishment would appear to his Excellency to over- 
balance all the advantages of its adoption. He might possibly be persuaded, 
however, gradually to introduce some local tribunals, and lodge the control of 
their proceedings in a competent court established at the capital; and the esta- 
blishment of any channel through which complaints might be heard, grievances 
redressed, and crimes brought to light and punished, would yet be a positi\o 
advantage, and might, at least, lay the foundation of a more improved system 
of judicial administration. 

23. It is premature to enter into any discussion of the details of lliis sug- 
gested measure : they will naturally arise out of the negociation, w henever it 
shall be in progress, and may be arranged without much difficulty. 

24. You will observe, that the Governor-General has judged it proper to 
advert, in his letter to the Vizier, to the two points of reference contained in 
your despatch of the fifth instant His Lordship in Council entirely approves 
the tenor of the advice and remonstrances which you addresssed to liis Excel- 
lency, respecting the dependants of the late Almass Alee Khan, and the 
resumption of Tufuzzool Hoossein Khan’s jagier, and desires that you will 
renew your representations on both those subjects, under the express sanction of 
the Govemor-General’s authority. 

25. Our right to demand the adoption of more just and lenient proceedings 
with respect to the unfortunate family of Almass Alee Khan, tlian those which 
his Excellency has hitherto pursued, is more questionable tiiun that which we 
possess, and are bound, indeed, by every obligation of justice, to exercise, of 
securing the family of the late Tufuzzool Hoossein Khan from the effects of his 
Excellency’s disposition to ityure their condition. You will renew your efforts 
of persuasion in favour of the former; but with regard to the latter, you will 
distinctly signify to his Excellency, that the British Government considers itself as 
the guarantee of their rights, derived from his predecessor, and cannot acquiesce 
in any violation of them. 1 am directed to observe, that you repelled with 
proper spirit the ungenerous insinuations into which bis Excellency suffered 
himself to be betrayed, on the occasion of your remonstrating against the 
assumption of Tufuzzool Hoossein Khan’s jagier. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. EoMOiiSTOifE, 

28th December 1810. Chief Secretary to Government. 


Ordered, That in consequence of the foregoing letter, the following one be 
addressed by the Governor-General to his Excellency the Via^cr. 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 28 tli December 1810 .) 

The Resident has regularly reported to me the details of his correspondence 
and the substance of his personal comniuuications with your Excellency, on 
the subject of the measures which have been pursued with respect to the refrac- 
tory Zemindars in the districts of Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, &c. The satis- 
faction with which I observed your Excellency’s acquiescence in the judicious 
arrangements suggested by the Resident, with a view to the settlement of those 
districts on principles calculated to obviate the occurrence of those disorders, 
which have so repeatedly required the employment of the British troops, and to 
secure the regular realization of your revenues, has been greatly impaired, by 
perceiving the obstacles which the conduct of your Excellency’s officers has 
opposed to the execution of the very measures which they were employed to 
facilitate. 


llengtil Pwtiiical 
CoiKUi.auoiis, 
28 Dfc. 1810 . 

From tlie 

Gorcruur-G eaarol . 


It is not iny intention, in this address, to notice the specific causes of inter- 
ruption in the accomplishment of the plan of arrangement proposed by the 
Resident, and adopted by your Excellency : these have been fully exposed in 
Captain Baillie’s representations to your Excellency ; but to solicit your atten- 
tion to a few observations which a review of past transactions and of existing 
circumstances, renders it my duty to submit to your Excellency’s consideration. 

Since the conclusion of the treaty of November 1801 , scarcely a year has 
elapsed in which the British troops have not been employed for the purpose of 
reducing to obedience the refractory Zemindars in your Excellency’s territory, or 
of enforcing the payment of balances of revenue from Aumils and others, who 
w'ere unable to fulfil their engagements- In fact, it may almost be said that the 
revenues of your country are collected at the point of the sword. As the burthen 
of these measures of rigour necessarily falls upon the Company’s Government; 
as the British troops are employed at the requisition of your Excellency, or of 
your Aumils, for the suppression of every disorder in the interior of your domi- 
nions, from whatever cause it may have arisen; your Excellency will certainly 
admit, that it is the duty of this Government to make some inquiry into the 
sources. of this evil, and that we are entitled to expect the adoption of such a 
system of measures as, in the judgment of this Government, is calculated to 
counteract it, without injury to the rights and authority of your Excellency, 
which-.iiye are bound by treaty to support. 

This right of interposing our advice, indeed, is derived not only from the 
vagr nature of the circumstances above described, but from the express terms of 
the sixth article of the treaty, by which your Excellency engaged to establish in 
your reserved dominions such a system of administration, (to be carried into 
effect by your own officers), as should be conducive to the prosperity of your 
subjects, and calculated to secure the lives add property of the inhabitants ; 
ami your Excellency further engaged always to advise witn, and act in confor- 
mity to, the counsel of the officers of the Honourable Company. 

With reference to this particular stipulation, the late Governor-General, Mar- 
quis Wellesley, in a paper which he delivered to your Excellency under his seal 
and signature, at the period of his visit to Lucknow in the year 1802 , purporting 
to be a memorandum of the final result of the discussions between your Excel- 
lency and his Lordship, observed that your Excellency bad engaged to advise 
with the British Government, and to conform to its counsels in the establishment 
of an improved system of administration within the reserved dominions, and also 
in all affairs connected with the ordinary government of these dominions, and 
with the usual exercise of your Excellency’s established authority. 

His Lordship in the same paper stated, that the Governor- General, when the 
importance of the subject should require, and the nature of the occasion should 
admit his immediate intercourse with your Excellency, would offer the advice of 
British iGovernment to your Excellency, by a direct communication, either 
in person or by letter, although the British Resident at Lucknow was the con- 
stituted local representative of that Government, and the ordinary and established 
channel of communication in all cases whatever, and his advice was to be recch ed 
as proceeding immediately from the Governor-General. 

T!i.- 
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Political The Resident, Captain Ijaillic, has very properly discharged this function of 
office, by repeatedly lepresenting to your Excellency the errors and tlie evils 

1_ ‘ of the system which prevails in the administration of the department of revenue 

Letter from throughout your Excellency’s dominions, and by urging the adoption of the 
ioveraor-Ueneral. measures best calculated to diminish or remove them. His endeavours, how- 
ever, although to a certain extent encouraged by your Excellency’s assent to some 
of his propositions, have not been successful : it, therefore becomes nay duty, in 
the form of a direct address, to interpose the earnest advice and recommendation 
of the British Government on this important subject 

The evils and abuses prevailing in the administration of the revenues arise 
principally from the destructive practice of assigning the charge of the collec- 
tions to persons who offer the highest terms ; fron» the uncertain tenure by which 
the Aumils hold the charge of their respective districts ; from the violation of 
the engagements contracted between the Aumils, Zemindars, umicr-renters, and 
Ryots ; iiom the arbitrary and oppressive exactions which pervade the whole 
system of the revenue through every gradation, from the Amnil to the Ryot; 
from the defective and injudicious constitution of that system, and the injurious 
mode of making the collections. 

It is solely to the prevalence of this defective and destructive system of admi- 
nistration, that the refiactory disposition of the Zemindars, the failure of the 
Aumils and farmers in the execution of their engagements, the existence of heavy 
balances, and all the disorders which so frequently require the employment of 
troops, are to be attributed. 

These evils can alone be remedied by an essential change in the system of 
assessment, management, and collection. 

It would greatly facilitate the collection of the revenue, as well as increase 
the future resources of the country, if the assessment of the lands throughout 
the country should be regulated by the real assets of the several districts, to be 
ascertained by actual investigation and be fixed for a certain time, and if that 
assessment should be increased only in proportion to the augmentation of resources 
in the several districts, which might be expected to arise from an improved sys- 
tem of administration. The practice of assigning the districts to the charge of 
■ persons who agree to pay the largest amount of revenue, or engage to realize the 
revenue of a country already over assessed, without regard to character and 
qualifications, or to the actual resources of the lands, combined with the limited 
and uncertain period of the Aumil’s tenure, impairs the sources of production, 
and encourages injustice, violence, and oppression ; since the Aumil, possessing 
no interest in the prosperity of the country, and solicitous of deriving the greatest 
possible profit from his temporary situation, or of avoiding a failure in his engage- 
ments, which he knows will be followed by confinement and the confiscation of 
his property, plunders and oppresses without restraint. 

The districts should be given in charge to persons of established and respec- 
table character, and of undoubted qualifications. Their tenure should be 
extended and secured to them, whilst their conduct should continue to merit' 
the confidence of their sovereign. 

Fixed salaries should be assigned to them, and they should be allowed to 
derive a profit from the augmentation of the resources in their respective dis-. 
tricts, an augmentation, however, which should depend not on the over-asses- , 
ment of the lands, but on increased cultivation and population, which will be . 
the necessary consequence of the introduction of a just and moderate system of, 
administration. 

The revenue to he paid by the Zemindars, renters, and Ryots, sliould be fixed, 
on a full investigation of the capacity of the lands, by written eogagemeo^* 
which should be guaranteed by the State ; and no more tljan what is sp>ecified itt 
those engagements should, on any account, be exacted from the parties. 

The Zemindars and others with whom these engaj^emeuts arc coptrac^d* 
should have the privilege of appealing to the authority of the Government against 
any violation of them on the part of the Aumils, who would thus be restrained 

• from 
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from oppresstou and exaction ; and a similar restraint should be imposed oa the 
landholders and farmers, with le^pect to the eagiigeiiiencs which they may take 
jrorn others. 

The conclusion of a settlement for a certain number of years on just and 
moderate terms, has ever been found to be highly conducive to tlte punctual 
realization of the revenues ; anti to the prosperity of the country. If the 
demands upon the landholder arc continually fluctuating ; if the result of his 
industry and good management in increasing the cultivation and extending 
the resources of his land is only an iimnediate augmentation of the assessment, 
he is deprived of every inducement to exertion for tlie improvement of his 
estate, and, on the contrary, is tempted to obtain illicit profits, by oppression and 
injustice towards the under-renters and cultivators. 

The evils of the existing system have, in no instance, been more strongly 
exemplified, than in the extensive districts which were under the charge of the 
late Almass Alee Klian. 'I’hose districts, far too extensive to he capable of 
being managed by any individual Aumil, and assessed at an immoderate rate, 
were successively’ consigned to Uulimut Alee Khan and Mirza Jan, the adopted 
brother and son of Almass. Both, as might be expected, failed in their engage- 
ments, and have in consequence been involved in ruin ; and those districts liave 
now, I understand, been parcelled out to a number of petty farmers, without 
any reduction of the terms, and under circumstances which preclude the possi- 
bility of the due realization of the revenue, without the gradual devastation of 
the lands and the ruin of the landholders and peusuntry. 

T know that the Resident has repeatedly represented to your Excellency the 
ruinous consequences of these uieasiires, the Impolicy and impropriety of con- 
signing so large a portion of your dominions to any iudividiiui Aumil, and the 
expediency of appointing a numbcT of trustworthy persons as Ameens, to 
investigate and report upon the real state of the districts and the eoiulition of t!)c 
landholders and peasantry, with a view to a beneficial arrangement for the 
I’uture management of the country. 

The failure of his endeavours has induced me to notice this particular sulject, 
i nthe hope that your Excellency may be at length induced to perceive that the 
continuance of this system must he attended with every species of oppression, 
exaction, and disorder, and ultimately destroy the productive sources of the 
country, and to adopt the suggestions vvhicli have so often and so earnestly been 
conveyed to you by the Resident. 

1 have another motive, also, for adverting to this particular branch of the 
general subject, namely, a humane consideration for the fate of the dependants of 
your late faithful servant, Almass Alee Khan, who were unfortunately led to 
undertake the management of his districts on terms which it was not possible for 
them to fulfil, and W'ho are exposed to the rigours of confinement, and menaced 
with the confiscation of their property for the liquidation of balances of revenue,, 
occasioned by an immoderate assessment of the lands entrusted to their manage- 
ment. On this subject 1 sliall transmit particular instructions to the Resident, 
to who.se rcpre.scntations, urged as they will now be under the express sanction 
of my authority, I entreat your E.xcellency’s favourable attention. 

It must be evident to your Excellency, that a system so erroneous and oppres- 
sive a sthat which now prevails throughout your Excellency's dominions, must 
necessarily render a large proportion of your subjects turbident and disaffected, 
must perpetually occasion insurrection and disordei’, and tend to the gradual but 
certain decrease of your revenues. On the other hand, I leave your Excellency 
to judge with what extreme regret this Government observes the active services 
of its troops continually required for the purpose of enlbrcing tins destructive 
system of administration. 

But 1 have already stated arguments sufficient to <lemonstrate the indispen- 
sable necessity of a reform of that system, and I have suggested the general 
principles by which it would be highly improved : I shall, tltereforc, only add 
niy earnest request, that your Extellency will give yquy serious and immediate 
attention' to the accomplishment of an object in every respect so important to 
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your interests, your reputation, the prasperit^ and tranquillity of your country, 
and the comfort and happiness of your sublets, in which salutary work tire 
Resident will be prepared, under my instructions, to afford to your Excellency 
every degree of assistance and support. 

I cannot close this address without adverting to another topic, in some degree 
connected with the general subject of it I allude to the intention which your 
Excellency has declared, of transferring the jagier of Tujummool Hoossein 
Khan to the management of an Aumil of your own selection, who should pay a 
certain yearly sum in lieu of it to the jagierdar. 


The peculiar circumstances under which that jagier was granted and guaran- 
teed to the family of the late respected Tufuzzool lloossein Khan, and the extra- 
ordinary claims to favour and indulgence which that family has both on your 
Excellency and the British Government, render it a positive duty, on my parr, 
to solicit your Excellency, in the strongest manner, to abstain from the prose- 
cution of a measure so injurious to the iulei ests of Tujummool Hoossein Khan. 


On this subject I have directed the Resident to renew his representations to 
your Excellency, and 1 confidently trust that this appeal to your Excellency’s 
justice will not be made in vain. 


Believe me, &c., 

A true copy : 

(Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 
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To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the lliglit 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
which I have lately received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, detailing that 
officer’s proceedings with the detachment under his command, in the suppression 
of the refractory Zemindars and reduction of the several fortresses in the districts 
of Pertaubghur and Barellie. 


2. It is satisfactory to be enabled to trace in those documents the progressive 
accomplishment of the particular objects of the Vizier’s Government, in which 
alone the responsibility of the British Government is involved, namely, the sup- 
pression of his Excellency’s rebellious subjects, and the capture and demolition 
of tbeir fortresse.s, without any of the casualties of war. 

3. It is also satisfactory to observe, that the recent reports of the commanding 
officer of the British troops in Pertaubghur do not, as i)eretofore, contain com- 
plaints of the negligence and improper conduct of the ofiicersof this Government, 
as tending to impede his operations; but, on the other hand, I am sorry to re- 
mark, that my information of the progress of those officers towards a just and 
moderate settlement of the revenue of the districts in question, or an arrange- 
ment calculated to ensure the permanent tranquillity of the country and the 
happiness and prosperity of its inhabitants, does not enable me, at present, to 
form any inference more favourable than that which was submitted in my des- 
patch on the subject, dated the 5th of December last. 

4 . His Excellency the Vizier, however, has of late repeatedly assured me, 
that my suggestions, with a reference to those districts, have formed the basis of 
his positive injunctions to the several Aumils who are employed in them, and that 
a scheme of a triennial settlement, which be has reason to consider as satisffictory, 
will be furnished in a few days. 


5. With 
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5, With a reference to the Vizier’s recent arrangements for the large portion of 
his dominions which was formerly farmed by Almass, to his Excellency’s rigorous 
proceedings against Mirza Jan, and to the suspension of Tujunmiool Hoossein 
Khan’s authority in his jagier, the state of my discussions with his Excellency is 
exactly what it was when I last had the honour of addressing you. The newly- 
appointed Aumils have proceeded to take charge of their districts. Mirza Jan 
is confined to his house, in the daily expectation of removal to prison ; and 
the management of Tujummool Hoossein Khan’s jagier has been transferred, 
without his consent, to a person name<l Sevook Rain, tlie former Devvan of 
Meah Ruhmut. 

O’. This latter arrangement being intended and calculated to secure to 
Tiijummool Hoossein Khan the sum of Rupees 40,000 per annum, as the clear 
revenue of his jagier, which is as much as it has recently yielded, is considered 
and maintained by his Excellency the Vizier to be no innovation whatever ; 
while Tujummool Hoossein Khan represents, with apj)arcnt justice, the suspen- 
sion of his personal authority and control over tlie lands as, in fact, the conver- 
sion of his jagier into an annual pension for life. 

7 . Having already thought it my duty to solicit the express commands of 
theGovcriiinent on the two principal questions which are statcil in this dcs|)atcli, 
and perceiving the resolution of his Excellency the Vizier to persist in his own 
opinion with a reference to those questions, without offering any arguntents 
which could produce an alteration in mine, I have abstained, and shall con- 
tinue to abstain, from pressing my sentiments on his consideration, till I be 
lavoured with an answer to my despatch under date the 5th December. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. RAir.r.ir:, 

4 th January 1811. Resident. 


To Captain J. Raillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1 have the honour to acquaint you, tliat I liavc obtained posscssiou of the 
forts of Rajghur, Jugdeespore, Sliahghur, I’ooroobgoug, and Bursowlee, ot 
which I have demolished the former ; hut the other places are of such strength 
that I shall make but small progress in destroying the fortifications until the 
ar»ival of gunpowder and of the Bildars, of whom only eighty out ot the five 
liundred, ordered by his Excellency the Vizier, have yet arrived in my cainj*. 

This obstacle will prevent my moving from hence for some days ; but as soon 
as they arc destroyed, I shall proceed in the further execution of your instruc- 
tions w ith all practicable expedition. 

I have, &c. 

Camp near Rajghur, Oude, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

18th November 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, cofuinanding 

Delachmenf. 


I'o Captain J. Baillic, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I liave the satisfaction to acquaint 3^11 that I yesterday completed the 
demolition of tlie undermentioned forts and ghurries : 

Shahghur, Kutscroo, 

Dukhangoug, Eksariah, and 

Pendarlah, Oonchagong. 

I moved my detachment here tliis morning, and sliall proceed to destro 3 ’, with 
as much expedition as is possible, the places hereafter named, of which 1 have 
been put in possession on my arrival : 

Syntah, Mowye, 

Rowsu, Nurrowlce, and 

Sungarrah, Burraroussie. 

Pyngah, 

I have 
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from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


l.cttcr ftom 
Lieuu*iianl-('oloiu I 
Filin I er. 


Letter froiw 
Lieiiieniint.( ’oloneJ 
Palmer. 
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BenpaJ Political 
Consultations, 

9 Feb. 1811^ 


Letter from 
Lie u ten a n t- C o I onel 
I’ttlmer. 


Lcttc’* from 
Lit u t i . lifi nt C ol onel 
I'almer. 


I have much pleasure in acquaintinsj you that I have receix'eci an ample supply 
of minpowfler, wliicli I hope will enable me to carry on my operations with 
greater celerity than heretofore. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Lodikabund, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

7 tli IJecember 1810. Licutenant-Colouel, commanding 

Detachment. 


To Captain J. Baillie, llesident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, and 
I have now the honour to submit to you tlie result of tlie iiKpiiry instituted by 
me, in compliance with your desire, relative to the numher of forts said to be 
in the possession of Moliuu Loll Oopadhea, in the districts of Pertaubghur and 
Parcllic. 

I am at this moment occupied in destroying a ghuny named Bunnatica, and I 
have visited and carefully inspected a fort called Bliolgongwa, which two |)laces are 
all I can Icarii to be in his occupation. The latter phu e 1 conceive to he forniida- 
ahle to the Aumils ; hut I have declined destroying it, on his rcprescniation that it is 
u.sed as a prison for refractory persons in the jagiers of her Highness tlie Begum, 
who maintains there a company of Sepoys and three toomauns of native troops 
for its protection. I would, however, wish to he favoured with your opinion on 
this head. Sectulla Buklish lia.s most readily placed it at my disposal. 

In regard to the state of the district of I’uttcc, and the circumstances and pe- 
riod at which the fort of Gowra, after its surreiuler to a fuicx* under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel (Iregory, was restored to Di’cn Saiiy, to whicli you have 
called my particular attention in the second and third jiaragraplis of your letter, 
I shall submit to you, as soon as possible, what information 1 uni able to gain; 
but I must avail myself of this opportunity to correct a misapprehension which 
appears in the pa[)cr.s accompanying your despatcli, that .Seefnlla Buklish is in at- 
tendance on me. He has been several weeks witli the .Anmil, during which 
time he has f’recpsently paid his respects to me, and is in no wise an attendant on 
iny camp, aiul I carefully avoid interfering in any other way than using my 
influence to induce those who display reluctance to come in to tlie Aumil and 
superintcmlant, and which 1 have successfully employed, in many instances, to 
bring in Zemindars who never before could be jieisuaded to venture into their 
presence. 

It has been represented to me, that Bowaimy Bukhsh Talookadar i.s a person of 
excellent character, vvlio has constantly paid liis rents, always treated die Aiimil 
witli siibnii.ssion and respect, and in no instance availed iiimself of the strength 
of his fort, Gurrawlee, to offer the slightest o|>|)nsit ion to the Government, Imt 
that he has the misfortune to be surrounded hv enemie.s which renders il highly 
< xpedieiit that he should he permitted to retain it for his protection : I should, 
therefore, be glad to be allowed to make this place an exception to the general 
orders to destroy all the forts and ghnrries in the country. 

1 have, &c. 

(iamp, Lodikabund, (Signed) S. Palmeu, 

1 1th December 1810. Licntenaut-C’olonci, coinmaiuling 

Detachment. 


To Captain Baillie, llesident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that having destroyed the places named 
ill my letter of the 7th instant to your adtirtss, I yesterday moved my detach- 
ment 



in: 
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iiieiit to tbu- grouni],' where 1 am occupied in destroying the undcmientioued Bengal Vetitica. 

Con«dtatioi)^^ 
OFeb. 1811. 

Letter from 

Khotalee^. Lieutenant- Colontl 

Palmer. 

After which 1 shall change ground, in order to complete the demolition of 
Soojakhur, which has been only in part dismantled by the Aumil's peoprle, and 
then proceed in the further execution of your instructions. 


forts : 

Alohummudpore, 

Khorahp 


1 have, &c. 

Camp, near Kutala, (Signed) S. Pai.meIi, 

lt>th December 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

. Lieutenant-C.oluncl 

1 have the honour to acquaint you, that I yesterday received intelligence from lain-er. 
Mohummud Ashruff, the Agent to his Excellency the Vbier, that a consider* 
able number of people had taken up a positiott in the fort of Ahmarooah 
(destroyed by rne last month), situated in a thick jungle which completely sur- 
rounds the place, and which they had strengthened by means of the stockades, 
and were committing great disturbances in the surrounding country. 

I forthwith ordered against them a party consisting of a six-pounder, a troop 
of the Third Regiment of Cavalry, and two companies of ilie second battalion 
of the Eleventh Regiment, under command of Captain Agnew. 

I have much reason to be pleased with the promptitude with which Captain 
Agnew executed my instructions, by sending forward the cavalry under Lieute- 
nant Dunbar, with orders to surround the place to prevent their escape. All 
those who had not previously dispersed, on the arrival of the infantry and gun 
and the gate being forced open, were captured, to the number of twenty-seven 
men, among whom was the leader, a refractory Zemindar ; and the detachment 
returned to Camp in the evening, leaving a company to prevent their re-as- 
sembling. 

The prisoners have been made over to the Vizier’s agent. 


I have, &c. 

Camp near Khatalie, (Signed) S. Palmeh, 

S4th December 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment.. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow^ 

Sir; 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that having demolished the places named 
to you in my letter of the 1 8th instant, and likewise dismantled the fort of 
Sujakhur, I yesterday morning moved ray detachment to this ground, and am 
now occupied in destroying Khytoolah and Amowab, after which I shall proceed 
oil the further execution of your instructions. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant- Colonel 
Palmer. 


Camp, Kytoolah, 
iJ9th December 1810. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. Palmer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 

The ^Sd February 1811. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government; 

Sir 

1. I am concerned to have occasion to transmit to you, for the information 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of 
a letter which I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding 
the troops in Pertaubghur. 

S. Immediately on my receipt of that letter, I transmitted a translation of the 
substance of it for the perusal of his Excellency the Vizier, and I addressed a 
letter to his Excellency in the terms of the accompanying document, to whicii 
I was yesterday honoured with a reply, a translation of which, and transla- 
tions of its several enclosures, are also conveyed to you by this despatch. 

3. I have further the honour of transmitting to you a copy of another letter, 
more recently received from Colonel Palmer, and a copy of my despatch to that 
oificer, under date the SSd instant 

4. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated 
the S8th ultimo. The tenor of this despatch is gratifying to my feelings in 
the extreme, because it conveys to me the best possible reward of my humble 
though ardent exertions in the discharge of my public duty ; the approbation of 
the Governor-General in Council. But it is also highly satisfactory, on the far 
more important ground of its affording that support to my exertions which must 
eminently contribute to their success, and ultimately tend to the reform of the 
corrupt and vicious system of his Excellency the Vizier’s administration. 

5. On my receipt of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter to 
his Excellency the Vizier from the Persian department, I shall be prepared to 
renew my efforts of remonstrance and persuasion on the various topics of that 
letter, and the general subject of your despatch, with additional energy and with 
improved means of success. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillib, 

24th January 1811. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
23 Feb. 1811. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Lienteiiant-Colonel Sir ; 

Palmer. j painful necessity of making known to you, that contrary to 

the tenor of the Vizier’s proclamation, “ that the lands in this province shall 
“ be assessed at such reasonable rates as to render the payment of the revenue 
“ easy to the subject,” bis Excellency’s Agent, Mohummud Ashruff, has lately, 
in various instances which have come to my knowledge, imposed the most bur- 
thensome and highest possible terms on many of the Zemindars, and 1 have the 
mortification to perceive that the presence of the British detachment under my 
command is made use of solely, though under other pretences, to intimidate 
such persons as venture a remonstrance into an agreement to conclude a settle- 
ment at the most exorbitant rates. 

The obvious consequences of such behaviour of the Commissioner are a 
renewal of those discontents which have so long prevailed, and which the 
assurances contained in his Excellency’s proclamation in a great measure caused 
to subside, a total distrust in such proclamations in future, and the difficulty 
which w ill attend the collection of the revenue, if the payment of it should not 
be altogether refused or evaded. 

I deem it my positive duty to apprize you of these proceedings, that you 
may take such steps as you think expedient to prevail on his Excellency the 

Nawaub 
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Kawaub to put a stop to the unauthorized conduct of his servants, which neces- 
sarily tends to reflect discredit on the Government. 

1 have, &c. • 

Camp, Comaldipore, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

17th January 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


Bengal Politiail 
Conaultations, 
23 Feb. 1811. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2.1st January 1811.) Letter 

from Hesiilpnt at 

With the greatest reluctance and concern, I submit, for your Excellency's Lucknow, 
information, the enclosed translation of a letter which I have this day received 
from Colonel Palmer. 

Although the opinion tvlnch I originally formed of Mohummud AshruflT, 
from the contents of his own arzee to your Excellency, a copy of which was 
transmitted from the Presence for my perusal, has never in any respect been 
changed, and is exactly as now represented by Colonel Palmer ; yet, having 
repeatedly submitted that opinion to your Excellency at an early period of 
Mohummud AshrufTs deputation to Pertaubghur, and having reason to believe 
that your Excellency’s positive orders had been issued to him in the spirit of my 
suggestions, as well as supposing from Colonel Palmer’s silence on the subject 
that those orders had been strictly obeyed, I refrained from urging your Excel- 
lency further on the subject, and contented myself with transmitting, in the dis- 
charge of my own duty, for the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, translations and copies of those letters which had passed 
between your Excellency and me, and which I had received from Colonel Palmer, 
on the subject of the proceedings in Pertaubghur. 

But as Colonel Palmer has now represented the improper conduct of Mohum- 
mud Ashruff in such a light as to give evident grounds for the apprehension of the 
most serious disorders in the country, and even to induce the belief that the employ- 
ment of the British troops in those districts has been rendered the instrument of 
extortion and oppression by the officers of your Excellency’s Government, to the 
manifest injury and discredit of both states, 1 am again reduced to the necessity 
of submitting a solemn remonstrance against the ruinous conduct of those 
officers, and of calling on your Excellency to explain the cause of this departure 
from your orders, and from my repeated exhortations, in the propriety of which 
you have been pleased to acquiesce. If Mohummud Ashruff have asserted to 
your Excellency the justice of his assessments and demands, on grounds which 
seem worthy or consideration, let me be acquainted with those grounds, that I 
may immediately instruct Colonel Palmer to confront Mohummud Ashruff with 
the Zemindars ; and, in the case of his establishing the justice of his demands, 
the Colonel shall be ordered to enforce them, or otherwise to protect the Zemin- 
dars. But if your Excellency shall reject this suggestion, it must then become 
my bounden duty, in pursuance of the orders which I have received, to depute 
an Ameen to the district to ascertain the real circumstances of the case, and 
'•eport to me on the subject. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier, to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

(Received the 23d January 181 1.) Vi/.icr 

I have received your letter of the 21st instant, conveying for my information 
a translation of a letter to your address from Colonel Palmer. The case is this : 
no concern of my Government is ever concealed from you. Before my 
receipt of your letter I had received accounts of a similar nature, and in conse- 
quence issued my orders to Dyakrisheu on the 1 8th instant, a copy of v/hich i.s 
enclosed’for your information, and from which you will not fail to be convinced 
that it is not my wish that the Ryots should in any manner be oppressed. I also 
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Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
Feb. 1811. 

Letter 

trom the Vizier. 


Kjiclosute. 


FsHvlosure. 


sen<l a copy of the ortlers which have now been issued to Dyakiishen and AIo- 
hummud Ashruff. 

There is no occasion whatever to depute an Aumeen as you propose. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Translation of the Shookha addressed to Roy "Dydkrishen, Dated the ISth 

January 1811. 

Your arzee, dated the 12th instant, in answer to the shookha of the Presence^ 
has been received, and I am directed by the Presence to inform you that the 
assessment of the kham Elakas, and the terms of the kabooleats, whether for tliree 
or. four years, must be managed in such a manner as to ensure the realization of 
the revenue and preclude loss to the State, as well as the oppression of the Ryots 
and consequent discredit of the Presence. If exorbitant assessments be made, 
the revenue will not be collected and disturbances will be e.xcited in the country. 
It is also desired that you make a settlement with the least practicable delay. It 
lias been reported to the Presence, that the affairs of Sooltanpore are in a fair 
way ; you must, therefore, after having made the settlement for Pertaubghnr, 
|)roceed to the Elaka of Dalmow, and after settling that Elaka you must report 
to the Presence respecting the settlement of Sooltanpore, and act agreeably to 
the orders which may liereafter be issued to you. Many conversations took 
place in the Presence respecting the nankar of several mehaul.s, on which subject 
you were fully instructed before your departure ; and it is very extraordinary 
that, though well acquainted w’ith the wishes of the Presence, you should con- 
tinue to act contrary to them. 

With respect to what you have stated respecting the personal attendance of 
the Ibrnicr officers to compare the accounts, you must be well aware that the 
former Aumil, Peishcar and other officers cannot now attend you. You your- 
.self formerly represented that the papers of Hoolas Sing were in confusion, and 
that tlie documents in the possession of the Zemindars must have been made out 
agreeably to their particular wislies and views, and were therefore totally useless.. 
Your present representations on this subject arc of course unavailing. 

With regard to the security from Mohun Loll wliich you have stated, the case 
is, that that person was sent for by the Presence, and every mark of kindness 
•shewn to liim. He was desired to pay the amount which was settled in your 
presence ; yet he has not hitherto paid any thing, nor come to any settlement 
w hatever. If such be his conduct with regard to liis own concerns, of what use 
is his security for others ; therefore you must adopt some other measure. 

With regard to farming the Elakas to Talookadars, and the terms of their 
engagements, which you have stated, you must endeavour, if possible, to make 
t-very Elaka Kham ; and if this cannot he accomplblied, you must adopt such 
wtljcr measures as may ensure the realization of' the revenues. 

A copy of the akiibar of Nowncitb Roy is sent for your information, and you 
are ordered to make all the settlements in such a manner as to preclude disrespect 
to the Government, or oppression of the Ryots. 


Akhbar of Nawneith Roy, dated the 14/A January 1811. 

Xowneith Roy, Aumil, paid a visit to Colonel Palmer, returned to his tent, 
and about three o’clock p.M. went with the Ryots of Pertaubghur to Dyakrishen, 
and w’iih him and Mohumniud Ashruff transacted business relative to the settle- 
iiient with tlie Zemindars. The above Aumil having returned to his tent at 
niglit, told Byrcesal, the Talookadar of Rampore, that the orders of the Presence 
l»ad in view the ease and convenience of the Ryots, but that the assessments of 
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the lattHs were made at a most exorbitant rate, and that if collections were made 
agreeably to those assessments the Ryots would inevitably he ruined. 

True translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
25 Feb. 1811. 

Endosuret 
in Viziers Letter. 


Translation a Shoolhha addressed to Mo/iummud Js firuff ',9,7th of Zee ftijj, or 

93d January 1811. 

A copy of the Resident’s letter, and a copy of the translation of one which was 
enclosed in it from Lieutenant'Colonel Palmer, have already been forwarded to 
Roy Dyakrishen, and you are also directed to peruse those letters with attention. 
It ajipears from the contents of those documents., that your assessments are fixed 
at veiy exorbitant rates, notwithstanding the orders which were formerly issued, 
foibiddingyou to exact any increase which might be the means of distressing the 
Ryots, and eventually causing loss to the Government, both which are highly 
improper. You are further directed to make a just and fair settlement with 
Zubber Sing, in such a manner as uot to give cause of distrust to others, nor to 
give any person cause to complain of your exorbitant asses'smeuts. Should 
Zubber Sing, however, prove refractory, you will, of course, apply to the Colonel 
for his assistance in punishing him ; and if the Colonel agree, it is well, other- 
wise submit to the Presence the real circumstances of the case ; but you are on 
no account to distress the Ryots unjustly. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Translation of the Shookha addressed to Roy Dyakrishen, dated the 

93d January 1811. 

Yourarzee, dated the 18th instant, in which you state the fortresses in Per- 
taubgbur have been demolished, and that you are occupied in dismantling those 
in Gurbametie, after which it is your intention to proceed to other Elakas, the 
account also of the non-attendance of Dewan Zubber Sing, Talookadar, the im- 
proper expenditure of Jendypersbaud, liis dismission from office, and the ap- 
pointment of another person in his stead, See. has been received. 

1 am directed to transmit to you a copy of a letter received from the Resident* 
Sec., exactly as in the shookha to Mohummud AshrufF, with the addition of the 
following paragraph : 

“The removal of Jendypersbaud has been approved, and you must realize the 

amount of the sum which he has embezzled. Whatever you deem proper with 
“ regard to the talookaof Bhoolpore may be done, provided no loss occur to the 
“ Governnaent.” 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment under my command 
marched to this ground yesterday morning, and that, during its encampment 
near Comaldipore, the undermentioned places were destroyed, some of which 
were of strength, and all capable of making resistance against a native power : 


Kannoo, 

Jogepeorah, 

Bhowpoorah; 

Dandiapoorah, 

Nagmunpoorab, 


Bissawan, 

Burreebandeb, 

* Shingenee, 

Rpunghur, 

* Himmut§^ur.' 


Lefter from 

LieutenanuColonel 

Palmer. 


2 O 


I expect 



Bengal Rplitieal 
ContulUKiotii, 
t3 Ftib. 1811. 


Letter 

frem Resident at 
Luckncw. 


Arzec ofMo- 
hummud Ashruff. 


iM papers. 

l e«:p«et to leara in tlnrcfitWftiQ V tite Nurront^li^ jHc 

-completely diamootleQli and ac^tiS.plocea <io Pfsli^ppore been demoluibed by 
parties from the detachmeab tbe Aames of which 1 have not learned. 

1 have-&c. 

Camp near fiehadup. ^(Signed) S. Palmer, 

J<^lh January 1811. Lieutenant>Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


To Lieutenant-Cplooel Palmer, commanding in Pertaul^gliur. 

'"Sir: 

It I have the honour to acknowledge tiia receipt of your; throe ftfiattite 
despatches, dated the 4th, 17th, and l^tb instant, the^^nt nnd lft|l^.^j^rting 
your proceedings for my information, ahd that ef 4^ 
the improper conduct of hn Excellency the Vizior’s Attmil^ in .hop^OiNhg. fxdr- 
hitant assessment oa many of the Zemindaiy. . 

2. {entirely concur in your opinion of the expediency and nooMs^ Of initting 
an immediate st^ to those unjust proceedings of the Xumil, antTPliave iecord- 
ingly addressed an application on this subject, in strong terms, tb'^E^bdleney 

the Vizier, the result of which shall be conveyed to you hereafrdr. ‘ ' ^ 

.■■'if '.'sr.! ,1. ; 

3. In the meantime, I deem it proper to apprize you tliat 

being probably aware of your opinion of his conduct, and of your iute^ion of 
reporting that opinion to me, has anticipated your report of his proceedings by 
an arzee addressra to his ExcelleiM^ the Vizier, in which he coniplains of your 
having threatened to return with your detachment to cantonments, unless he 
released from confinement, and delivered over to you, certain Zemindars and 
others belonging to the village of Amrooah, who were contined for arrears of 
revenue justly due to the Sircar. 

4. A translation of the arzee in question is accordingly transmitted for your 
perusal, and with the view of enabling you to convey a satisfoctory explanation 
of the circumstances of which the Aumil has coqiplained. 

5. i shall be happy with this explanation to receive a detailed accouat of the 
several instances of extortion, or exorbitant assessment, on the part of the Aumil, 
which are alluded to in your despatch of the lydisostaiit, and'ornees fioip such 
of the Zemindars as have prtferred oomphnnts upon ihitauh^t to yiQu. , 

fi. I take this opportunity of itscalUug your attentido to the (bird paragraph of 
my letter of the 6th ultimo, having rp|erence to ^he fortress of Qawra, which 
does not appear to be contained in any of the lists of forfrcsses ^stnantled under 
jour authority that have hitherto been transthitted to my office. 

I have, &c* 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

23d January 1811. Resident. 


Translation of the Arzee of Mohummud Ashruff, dated l6th January 181 1. 

' * I- 

About twelve o’clock to*day Colonel Palmer sent his Chupprassie to me, 
with a message that he would march in the morning. I was sitting at the time 
with Roy Dyakrisben, and stated to him that the Zemindars and Talookadars of 
Ahmebe had not attended, and if 1 left the Elaka now it would be a very diffi- 
cult matter to ttodce them attmd hetoafler, eepecially as most of thesp were 
refractorry; I therefiwe 4ho«q^ h: would JMsadafsahlie (to ie«nd»< two days 
longer, as by that period die n^ole 'r^ the Talpahadefs In lAhmafeio would have 
attended, when we could taka them with us and remove to.Soolbmpore, where 
the settlement of both Elakas, Abmelle wad Soaltopppnt^ ^ made. The 
Roy replied, that he also WM of tbe Mme opinion ; a^ I immediately waited 
on the Colonel, and repteie||||b^ tnd above circumstances to him, when he said 
that it was of no conse^eAefe and tha| he would remain two days lohger at my 
request. Shortly after a Bengatlee imd^a Sirdar bearer 'bdonging. to Colonel 

Palmer 
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Palmer came ]% and said ^ tbe (^lo^. ^at tl^ a^airs of the Zemindars of 
Amrooah had not yet been setilt^di been brought aWay in con- 

finement, and consequently that the Cdlofiel was the cause or the ruin of this 
Zemindar. The Colonel asked me What they 'whre saying; to which 1 replied, 
that about twenty days ago theTofreekdar of Amrooab had given in a kabuoleat 
for the sum of four thousand rupees, and though myself, Roj^ Dyakrishen, and 
Nowneith Roy, had admonished the Zemindar to liquidate this amount, yet he 
would neither consent to pay it nor cause the attendance of the Assamees to 
render his Elaka kham ; consequently, that we were compelled to take a kaboo- 
leat from one of the HIssadars: but even now, if the Zemindar would give 
security for the just assessment of the lands, after being measured by the 
Ameen of the Sirkar, that we were ready to put him in possession. The 
Colonel admitt^ that (bis was> Very fair, and asked what more the Zemindar 
could T then toifk my leave, and returned. About four o’clock p.jf. 

the abovapsenliened Bei^Bee^^d the Colonel’s Jemadar of Chupprassies came 
to me^ '(h^«aid*the Coionel desired I would send to him all the Zemindars and 
Assamees of thetalooka of A<D<'ooeh whom 1 had brought in conhnement with 
me, .the Colqpel wou return to cantonments. I replied, that it 

waa^l^ji^ cause the Colonel's displeasure, and 

accqrc^my des’^red my Chobdar to accompany the Bengallee and Jemadar, with 
the Zemindars and Assamees in (question, to the Colonel’s, and to tell liiin that, 
as I was convinced lie did not wish for any loss to the Government, he might 
do persons whatever be pleased. The Bengallee answered to this, 

that I nMstnot send a Chobdar with him, but might send him another day. I 
replied, thdt he had received orders to take the prisoners to the Colonel imme* 
diately, dr etae the Colonel would go away; why, therefore, did he not take 
them Atith him ? I then ordered Culloo Chobdar to go with them ; and the 
Bengallee said he would explain the matter to the Colonel. I desired my 
Chondarto fell the Colonel that the prisoners were sent to him agreeably to his 
orders : that 1 had offered them to the Bengallee and his Chupprassie, but that 
they wmild not receive charge of them. The Bengallee*and Chupprassie went 
to the Colonel, and stated whatever they tliought proper. When my Chobdar 
sent in word to the Colonel that he was in waiting, the Colonel said that he had 
no business with him, and would not then see him. The Colonel sent for the 
Havlldar major, and told him within hearing of my Chobdar to collect the 
Sepoys who were dispersed in destroying forts. My Chobdar returned, and 
related the above ctromnstances to me. 1 have never deviated from the orders 
of the Colonel, and yet he appears to be displeased with me and to act in this 
manner, oi:t>^:Aat account 1 dare not lessen the amount of the kabooleat 
formeHy '^ven in, to the loss of the Sircar, without orders, and tlierefore I 
await yuwr Excellency’s orders on this subject. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

Ordered, That the foregoing letter do lie for consideration. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 9th March 1811. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

‘ In continuation of the subject of my dispatch of the S*th ultimo, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for (he information of the Right Honourable the 
Goverrior-Oeneral in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which have since 
passed between me and the officer commanding tlie troops at Pertaubghur, u’ith 
copies of the sevetol documents which are referred to in those letters. 

I have» &c. 

Laoknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

l6th.Feln'aarv l8il. Resident. 

To 


Bengal Political 
CewHlItiitians, 
23 Ffsb. 1811. 

Araee of Mo- 
hummud Ashruff. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

9 March 1811. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



TWnffal Political 
9 lftl4. 

Lc^ 

from ReaideM.at 
Xiuckaow. 


"Leticr 

from the Vizier. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer. 


•m 

' f 


PAPERS, 


To LieutcnantColondl P|&lm^r,,coQ]aDanding at Pertaubghur. 

I solicit the favour of your attention to the annexed translation of a letter 
which I have received from his Excellency - the Vizier, and I request that you 
will be pleased to inform me of the particular nature of the circuiiistances under 
which Mohuimnud Ashrutf has urged the propriety of your halting' in any Elaka, 
and you have thought it your duty to decline a compliance with his 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, 

.‘30th January 1811. 


(Signed) 


his suggestion. 

3 . Baillie, 

Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vieier, to I. Baillte, Esq., Resident at Lucktidw. (Re- 
ceived S9th January - ^ 

Mohummud Ashrutf has represented to the Presence, that Colonel Palmer is 
extremely iqipatieut on the subject of marching from one place to another; and 
that although, on one or two occasions, in consequence of Mobuimnad AidirufTs 
representation that the affairs in the neighbourhood of his camp were not yet 
settled, the Colonel had promised to halt, yet again he seemed equally impatient, 
and could not be prevailed upon to remain. 

As the settlement of the Elaka of Pertaubglmr is now luiarly completod, if the 
Colonel remain there a little longer, I make no doubt that the ^ka will be 
properly arranged ; and therefore I desire that you will be plcaat^ to instruct 
CoIonet'Palmer to regulate his marches and halts, for the future, as, Mohummud 
Ashruff may suggest, and whenever Mohummud Ashruff may inform, him that 
the affairs of any particular Elaka are completely settled, then and then only to 
march to anotlier Elaka. In this way the aflkirs of each Zilla wSl be properly 
settled in its turn ; whereas, in the case of the ColonePs hurrying on firom place 
to |Jace, what lias been settled will again fall into confusion. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 
Rnidept. 


Sir: 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident At Imdoiow; 


1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 80th. ubirao, communi- 
cating to me the contents of a letter to your address from the Vizier, in which his 
Excellency notices a complaint from Mohummud Ashruff, that 1 twve^ tiii various 
instances declined complying with his desire to remain in certain situations a 
sufficient time to enable him to conclude the settlement. 

In rroly thereto, I beg teave to observe to you that I have invariably halted a 
reasonable and sufficient period to adniit of bis effe^ing a settlement of the 
country, though I certainly had occasion to decline a compliance with his re- 
peated solicitations for further delay, as conceiving that 1 stiould thereby unne- 
cessarily postpone the execution of the line of operations prescribed to me, and 
which 1 conceive to be, in the first instapee, confined to, toe capture and demo- 
lition of the forts and ghurrics with which this country abounds, and to obtain 
possession of which the presence of the force uiuW niy cotninand before them is 
indispensable. . 

I beg to call your attention to the obvious neM^^ exists, of my being 
furnisbed with pdsitivc instructions for my guidaiil^ Jp^j^ and oefining 

the exact degree of attention to be paid to ttije ! iqguisitioos of Uie 
agent, Mohummud Ashruff, which has not yet am ^ell avrare.of 

the necessity of the appearance (ff - a 

compliance with even the most' moderate and am 

most ready to afford evelry iitoUtBnoeim my put, t’w this 

object can tie obtained by to 

remain willt the agent^^and I pe^ve extreme iitoOpy(^leni^''fto constant 

" . . delay 
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delay of the whole force under rny command, fh awaiting the slow progress of ^ngal Political 
his negociations, to the first object of the detachment taking the held, that of 9 March I'sn! 
destroying the fortresses 

I beg the favour of an early reply to my proposal to furnish him with a party LicutenantX^oTonci 
which would be sufficient for his purposes, and to proceed myself into the Sool- Palmer, 
tanpore district, after having destroyed the places in this province which the 
advanced period of the season renders desirable should be done with the least . 
possible delay. The whole detachment can be united and exclusively employed, 
should it be the pleasure of his Excellency the Vizier, in the settlement of the 
revenues. 

I take this opportunity of acquainting you, that all the fortresses of import- 
ance in this district are dismantled, and that I have received intelligence that the 
fort of Gowra has been completely demolished. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed). S, Palmer, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding at Pertaubghur. Letter 

^ from Re.sidcnt at 

]. The substance of your letter, dated the 2cl instant, having been comniuni- 
cated to his Excellency the Vizier, I have the honour of transmitting, for your 
information and guidance, a translation of his Excellency’s answer to my commu- 
nication on that subject. 

2. The explanation which you have given of the circumstances which were 
stated in the form of a complaint by Mohummud Ashruff, seems to me to be 
entirely satisfactory, and has been considered in the same light by his Excellency 
the Vizier. 

3. You will, therefore, consider yourself as authorized to proceed to the district 
of Sooltanpore without any further delay, after the forts in Pertaubghur and 
Ualmow Barellie shall have been demolished, leaving only such a portion of your 
force in attendance on Mohummud Ashruff as may appear to you to be indis- 
pensable towards that Auinil's support, in concluding his settlements with the 
Zemindars on just and moderate terms. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bail lie, 

9th February 181 1. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

(Received 8th February 1811.) Vizier. 

I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, conveying, for my information, 
a translation of Colonel Palmer’s letter to your address, suggesting the propriety 
of Colonel Palmer’s proceeding to the district of Sooltanpore with the force under 
his command, for tlie purpose of demolishing the fortresses and ghurries in that 
Elaka, leaving a sufficient detachment with Mohummud Ashruff for tlie purpose 
of the settlements, &c., and requesting a communication of my sentiments on 
this subject, with a view to your issuing the necessary instructions to Colonel 
Palmer. Your suggestion appears to me to be highly proper ; and you will 
accordingly direct Colonel Palmer to proceed to the Elaka at Sooltanpore, and 
destroy the whole of the fortresses in the possession of the Zemindars in that 
district, without any exception whatever. 1 shall issue iny orders to Fuzl Alee, 
the Aumil of Sooltanpore, directing him to attend Colonel Palmer, on his arrival 
in the district, and to continue in waiting on the Colonel till the conclusion of 
the service in that district. From the constant attendance of the Aumil two 
benefits will be derived, viz., first, the regular supply of provisions, and of 
every article which the Colonel may require ; and, secondly, that if any of the 
Zemindars in that zillah make false representations to Colonel Palmer, the Aumil 

2 P will 


Camp, near Madah, 
2d February 1811. 
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Dengal Political 
Consultations, 
9 March 1811. 


will ascertain the circumstances bf the case, and report them in their true li^t 
to the Colonel. The Aumil will also state in a distinct manner the situatioa, 
strength, &c. of the several fortresses in the district. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Letter fram 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Palmer. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, and 
I shall henceforward act according to the instructions contained therein. 


2. I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the undermentioned forts and 
gliurries have been destroyed since my last report, besides six or seven others, 
the names of which have not yet reached me : 


1. Duinmepore, 

2. Moraine, 
t3. Ram pore, 

4. Mud pore, 

5. Botoiir, 

6 . Ray pore, 

7. Sungligurh, 

8. Ram gunge. 


Camp, Luckipore, 
12th February 1811. 


9. Dewar, 

10. Chandowke, 

11. Sunpoorah, 

12. Lubbeatpore, 

13 . kleahendiah, 

14. Tolah, 

15. Durceahpore. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. PiAMER, 
Lieutenant-('oloncl, commanding 
Detachment. 


To Licutenanf-Coloiicl Palmer, commanding at Pertaubgiiur. 

Sir ; 

1. In pursuance of the intention which was expressed to you in my private 
letter of the 9th instant, I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for your 
information and guidance, the enclosed copies and translations of letters which 
have recently passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, on the subject of 
commotion excited and public revenue withheld by certain refractory Zemindars 
in the district of TandaMobaruckpore, together with a statement of some small 
fortresses or ghurries in that district which it is his Excellency's wish to have 
destroyed ; and a copy of a letter having reference to the state of the district in 
question, and of the adjacent districts of Akbcrporc and Dostpore, which I 
addressed to his Excellency the Vizier on the 12th instant, with a translation of 
his Excellency’s answer to that letter, 

2. The commanding officer of the troops at Sooltanpore, and the officer com- 
manding in Akberpore, will both be instructed to con.si<ler tliemsclves as under 
your immediate command, from the date of your arrival within the district of 
Sooltanpore, and during tire period of your encampment in that district ; and the 
latter officer will further be directed to convey to you the most accurate informa- 
tion which be can procure of the state of the country in general, as w-ell as to 
report to you, in detail, his own particular proceedings at the requisition of the 
Vizier’s Aumil of Akberpore, from the date of bis arrival in that district. 

3 . The communications of these officers, and of his Excellc’ncy the Vizier’s 
Aumils ill Akberpore, Dostpore, and in Taiula, will be useful in aiding your 
judgment regarding tlie measures which it may be expedient to adopt, for the 
subjection of the refractory Zemindars and reduction of the several fortresses in 
the three districts in question ; and I am disposed to augur the speedy accom- 
plishment of those objects as the result of your judicious proceedings, under the 
instructions now conveyed to you, without any necessity for your advance with 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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the troops and battering train under your personal command beyond the limits 
of the district of Sooltanpore, which is the scene of your present operations. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

14 Februaiy 181 1 . Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

(Received the 28th January 1811.) Nuior. 

I transmit for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee which I have 
received from Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil ofTanda, and I request that you 
will offer such suggestions on this subject as may appear to you to be necessary 
and proper. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Arzee of Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil ofTanda, dated the 24r/i Januani 1811. Arzee 

' of till! AuniiL 

I have been honoured by the receipt of your Excellency’s gracious shookha, 
dated tlie l6th instant, in answer to my arzee of the 11th, in which 1 requested 
that a detachment of two companies of Sepoys and two guns, with fifty sowars 
might be sent into this district, for the purpose of quelling (iisturhances excited 
by Jylall Mustoo Sing, and others, who were in a state of rebellion against the 
(rovernmeut, and directing me to use conciliatory measures in making the settle- 
ment with those Zemindars, and in the event of the failure of those measures, to 
represent the circumstances to the PrCvsence. Agreeably to your Excellency’s 
coinmund, I shall endeavour to make a settlement without resorting to coercive 
measures, and shall hereafter submit the result. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Ba I ll i e, 

Resident. 


Bengal Peliticnl 
Consultations, 
&March] 811 . 


To Ilis Excellency the Vizier. (Written the C9lh January 1811.) 

1 have received your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, conveying for my 
information a copy of an arzee from Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil ofTanda. 


from Ursiilt'iu at 
J,Hi;know. 


If it meet your Excellency’s approbation, I suggest the propriety of detaching 
the two companies which are now acting in the district of Akberpore, after the 
settlement of that district, (which if not already completed must be so very 
shortly,) to Tanda. But it is absolutely necessary, before I can issue any 
iustructions on the subject, that I be furnished with a correct statement of the 
number and force of the refractory Zemindars in the district of Tanda, and a 
description of their fortresses, if they have any. 

A true cojry : 

(Signed) J. Baillik. 


From His Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Lcttn 

(Received the 8th February 1811.) iVom the Vizitr. 

1 have received your letter, dated the 29th ultimo, in answer to mine of the 
preceding day, suggesting the employment of the two com[)anies of Sepoys now 
acting in Akberpore, after the settlement of that district, in the district of Tanda ; 
and requesting a correct statement of the number and force of the refractory 
Zemindars in the district of Tanda, and to be informed whether they have any 
fortresses or not. 

Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil of Tanda, having sometime ago submitted to 
the Presence a list of the fortrewes and a statement of the several refractory 

Zemindars, 
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Letter 

iron) the Vizier. 


Jlii closure. 


Zemindars, I transmit a copy of that document for your, information. After, 
perusing this statement, you will issue such instructions on the subject as n^ay 
appear to be necessary and proper. 


Statement of the several Ghurries. 

In Tanda eight Ghurries, viz. 

1st. In the village of Jelalpore, attached to Bypooreh, is the newly-built 
gluirry of Bhoolpore or Phoolpore, which has a ditch and bamboo fence, and is 
in the possession of Burear Sing, the Zemindar of Gowar, in pergunnah Sool- 
tanpore, and is situated to the westward of the high road from Tanda to Luck- 
now, about five coss from the former place. Ten matchlockmen are constantly 
in thisghurry j and in cases of resistance they collect a great many men to assist 
them. 

2d. In the village of Buchoopoor is Tendooa, a strong ghurry with a bamboo 
fence. It has been in the possession of Dulgeet Sing, tlie Talookadar of Chan- 
dapore Bidhur for some years ; is situated about three coss from the fortress of 
Tanda, in a southerly direction. Five matchlockmen are always in this ghurry, 
and they can collect a thousand men to their assistance. 

3(1. In the village of Chanwan, the Klaka of Morad Khan Malgoozar, is an 
old ghurry surrounded by a ditch : on the west a bamboo jungle ; on the south 
a deep tank; on the east is a dry tank ; and near the ditch, to the northward, is 
a populous village. It is situated about six coss to the westward of the fortress 
of Tanda, and on the main road to Lucknow, 'i'en matchlockmen live in this 
ghurry, and they can collect about one hundred men to their assistance. 

4th. In the village of Beharee Dch, the Elaka of Mecr Iloossein Alee, (the 
Zemindar who has been a()pointed in the present fiisly year 1218 to the khain 
collections,) is a very old ghurry. It is surrounded by a ditch and thorny trees. 
Two or three matchlockmen, servants of Hoossein Alec, live in this ghurry. 

5th. In the village of Teekumparcli is a bamboo enclosure, capable of making 
resistance. \\’ithin this enclosure Jlhoojawun Sing, Bootakee Sing, and others, 
have laid foundations of houses. AI)ont onelnindicd men are in tliis place; amJ 
in cases of resistance, about one liuu.lied more come to their aid from the vil- 
lage of Zeidpore, in the Elaka of M('ylionray attached to Akberpore, which is 
the zemindary of the above persons. 'J’hey are principally assisted by Burear 
Sing Buntley Wallah. 

6th. In the village of Sabekporc is the bouse of Busawun Mokordhun, 
within a bamboo enclosure and surrounded by a ditch. At the gateway, Pursun 
Sing Rhywar, an inhabitant of the village of Surwa Pergunnah Umsun, attached 
to Akberpore, w'ith five matchlockmen, has a thannah. When they oppose the 
Aumil they can collect about one hundred men. This place is situated about 
seventeen coss to the westward of the fortress of Tanda. 

7th. In the lands of Noor Mohummud Newaz Zemindar a new house has been 
erected, having loop-holes in the walls and two or three turrets capable of resis- 
tance. On the east-side of the wall is a large deep pit. Ten matchlockmen arc 
constantly in the house; and in case of opposition they collect about one hun- 
dred men, 

8th. In the village of Seylepore is a bamboo enclosure, in which Pershaud 
Sing, a rajpoot, the moostajer (or farmer), has erected a house, having loop-holes 
in the walls and capable of resistance. To the northward it has a dry tank, and 
is situated about three coss to the southward from Tanda. 

In Zilla Iltefat Gunge, four Ghurries, viz. 

1st. Kurrumpore is an old ghurry in the talooka of Bursawan zemindaree 
of Sewa Sing, surrounded by a ditch. Near the ghurry, to the northward, runs 
the river Gogra, and a jungle of shao. A well is now making within the ghurry, 
with a view to its defence. It is situated about three coss to the westward of 

^ Iltefat 
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dred tn8n may be toecnbiro to sssiet them. 


Sd. TIicghuriyofDealpore, talookaJPboolpore, in&e*eiii!bdeiteepfGajnda « , — . 
Brahmin. The walla are veiy broad and itrong, and it h furrotoiiled by a ditch 
and bamboo enclosure. It is sittiated ilKmt one ebss'to ^ northwaid of lltefkt 


gunga Ten matchlockm^ rcoouw eons^tly in the gtnirry, and in case of 
opposition fifty or sixty men may be collected to maist. 


Sd. The ghurry of Amunpore, takx^ of Aiunpofe, in the Elaka of llofaonH 
mud Alee Beg Chowdree, built in the fas^ year 1S14. It is surrounded by a 
ditch and bamboo fence. The walls are of nraat breadth and very strong. It 
is about half a coss to the westward of llterat gunge : thirty>five men are coo* 
standy in this ghurry. 


4th. The ghurry of Tullegurh, talooka Bhunsaree, in the Elidca of Sheo Go- 
launi Sing. The walla are broad and strong: it is surrounded by a ditch and 
bamboo fence. It lies about two coss to the southward of lltefat gunge. 
Twenty>five men are always in the ghurry, and in case of oppo^tion about four 
hundred men are assembled. 


In Zilla Mobaruckpore, three Gburries, viz. 

1st. In the village of Mohummudpore, talooka of Luswajee Loll Sinu, of the 
Rujwahek caste, an old ghurry has been put in complete repair. Inside of the 
ghurry a mound of earth to the height of a spear has been piled up. The walls 
are broad and strong. It is surrounded by a ditch and bamboo fence. To the 
north and west is a jungle of plains. Seven raatchlockmen reside in the ghurry, 
and can collect to their assistance about one hundred men. 

Sd. Busaroo Sing has repaired a ghurry in the village of Chundporee. It is 
occupied by eleven matchlockmen, who in case of necessity can gather one 
hundred men to their aid. 


Sd. In the village of Bojpoor is the house of Hurwee, by caste an Aheer, sur- 
rounded by a bamboo fence. Mustoo Sing, the farmer of Chaijunpore, has 
recently driven the Aheer from bis house, and dug pits in the bamboo enclo- 
sure and constructed batteries. Twelve matchlockmen are constantly here, imd 
one hundred can be collected in case of opposition. Mustoo Sing sometimes visits 
this place. He lives in the village of Asnrufpore, in Akberpore, the Elaka of 
Ramzan Buklish, talookadar of Sumunpore, and sometimes he resides in Sabuck- 
pore, Elaka Cbandepore Bidhur, the talooka of Duljeet Sing and Surroopjeet 
Sing. 

True translations : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Hu Excellendy tlie Vizier. (Written the I2th February 1811.) Letter 

. \ nrom Resident at 

1 have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s two letters, dated the 8th Luoknow. 
instant, one respecting the march of Colonel Palmer tow’ards Sooltanpore, &c., 
and the other conveying a list of the fortresses in the district of Tanda, which 
was submitted to the Presence by Mohummnd Hoos^n, AumU of Tanda, Ac. ^ 

. Agreeably to your Excellency’s desire the neciusary instiructioas have b^ 
issued to Colonel Palmer, at Sooltanpore,, ipr the puipose of demolishing all t^' 
rortresses and gburries in that Elaka ; and, 'as it seems proper that the refractory 
^etnindars, if ahy, in thtb Atstriotsof AkberpcMe and Tanda, be also leduded, and 
^rfortrenes dMtroyedon this occasion in order to prevent the future demands 
troops for fbe tetdeamtt of those districts, 1 have further directed Lieute- 
|isnt.Coionel Palfoer to foke the two companies of Bepoys in Akberpore under 
o's own immediate comliiaifd, and to issue the necelsary ^tructions to the com- 
•«naing officer of that detadiment^ with the view, if tt Bil possible, of obtain- 

2 Q ing 
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from at 

Lucknow. 


Lciiei* 

from the Vizier. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


ise: otriO K p Ai^ ERSi 

ing Cb« df . Hi llw itidTiDidai from tird terror 

of the British arms in , J^ White Coione) 'Palmer is 

employed Ih^ evehtual movement of 

Colonel Palwer,^J^ J^e hU cpmmimd to Tanda and 

Akberpore, if iudi8pei|^D|^ tw^ Sool- 
tanpore. Por the |>ui^se;9P C0lc^a^| Palmer in the execution of the 

duties thi^'i^ralbra td him, I y^r Excetjeney wUI be pleased to 

issue yont^lnstiinEicUom to the Aaaw of Tanda knd Akberpore, in the terms of 
those wbieh iun^e* helm issiied to file Aumil hf Sooltaapore, and directing them 
to depute truat- worthy ' peratms to remato in attendance on the Colonel while 
encamped in the dieti^t of Seoltanpdre, for’tbe pmposeof conveying accurate 
information regarding the state of their respective Elakas^ and executing the 
orders which they may receive; and further, that your Excellency will be 
pleased to furnish me, as soon as possible, with a list of the fortresses in Akber* 
pofo, that I thtfy transmit It to Colonel Paftner without delay. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 
Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier to J; Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

(Received I4th February 1811.) 

I have received your letter, dated 12th instant, in answer to my two separate 
letters of the 8th (recapitulate the contents). Agreeably to your request, I 
have issued the necessary orders to the Aumlls of Tandk and Akberpore, 
directing them to depute trustworthy persons to remain in attendance, on Colonel 
Palmer while encamped in Sooltanpore, for the purpose of conveying accurate 
intelligence respecting the state of their Elakas, and the several fortresses in 
them ; and on Colonel Palmer’s arrival in their zillas to wait on that officer in 
person, and procure the necessary supplies agreeably to the nerick of the bazar, 
and, with the aid of the British detachment, to destroy all the forts in their 
respective Elakits. You will be pleased to instruct Colonel Palmer to demand a 
list of the fortresses foom GholaUtn Zamin, and to require a true statement of 
their situations, strength, &c., from both the Aumils, who will furaisli those 
documents immediately, in obedience to the orders which have been issued to 
them. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J: Baiclie, 

Resident. 


Tp Lieutonant* Colonel Palmer, com\nanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir ; 

1. In continuation of the subject of luy letter of the 14th instant, I have 
the honour of transmitting, for yc^ information, the enclosed copy of a 
despatch which 1 have this day tifceived from Major Drummond, commanding 
the troPps at SooltaulKite. 

2. I tako this opportunity acknowledging the receipt of your letter, dated 
the ISth tnitsnt, oonveying the satisfactory inteltigeooe of the surrender and 
derooUtioa oi fifteen fortresses and ghurries in the aistriqts of Pertaubghur and 
Barc^lie.' ' 

Ibavc, 3tc. 

Lu^tiow, J, Baiiaik, 

I6th February 1811. Resident. 
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Ft Besidmt nt Lucknow. 


' * *‘-'1 'tf . 

I kaw to you a public letter receiuied this morntug 

from LieiiteiiiuDt priffra» obtnnaaading a detachment ft-our the* first battalion of 
tbe.eleveat^|||||fla^t in the Akberpoor darttkft; 

- I, hav^. Ac. ’ 

Sobted«^«!(^^-0aiii^ ' .(S^ed) ■ P. Deommo-hw,. ,v 

I4th Fbbhu^ iffi. O^jtata, ceminandisig afeilfi^tanpore. 

: ''i hi J-C , , » > . • ■ - , 


To Major Drummcnd, comipanding at SooUaopore. 

: Br.-!'.' ■ ' . . . ^ * 

I haue< the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the British Resident 
at Lucknow, that I yesterday received a visit from the Aumil, who told me he 
had received orders from bis Highness the Nawaub to . attack the furls of Paah- 
poor and Dhwara, belonging to Iherawah Sing, and destroy them ; after wliich, 
in the event of his not paying the rents due, he was to be turned out of his 
zemindaiy 1 and that the services of this detachment would be necessary to carry 
the idKSvh into effect. 


I further think it my duty to inform you that Paahpoor is a small fort in 
the ntiddie of a bamboo jungle, containing at most about thirty matchlockmen ; 
but t)hwara is a strong welUbuilt fort, capable of hdlding about eight hundred 
men, nearly surrdunded by deep nullahs, extensive and thick jun^es, difficult 
of access, and about one^coss distant from the Goomty. 

Iberowab Sing has not yet complied with bis Excellency the Vizier’s order 
for retaining only one hundred of his followers. He still bas about six hundred 
in bis pay; and it is generally allowed that he could, on a short notice, raise 
from seven to eight thousand fighting men. The Aumil is further of opinion, 
that nothing can be done against Iherowah Sing without a larger force, accom- 
panied with heavy guns, and which I think will be necessary to ensure success. 

I have, &c. 

Dostpore, (Signed) J. P. Gbiffbn, 

12th February 1811. Lieutenant, commanding a Detacliment, 

1st battalion 1 1th R^ment. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 15th March 1811. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of tlje Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed translations of 
letters which have recently passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me 
on the subject of a commotion excited in his Excellency’s distiict of Jug- 
deespore, with a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the commanding 
officer at Sooltanpore, conveying instructions for the suppression of that com- 
Qiotion. and the seizure of the rebellious Zemindara. 

2. It is wor^y of particular remark, that the diatriet ef’JTugdee^reis one 
of those which were long under the roam^ment of the hde Aimaieis Alee Khan, 
and recently fanned by his adoptive son, Mirza Jan; uid that ^he present 
farn»er, Hyder Alee, is tlte grandson of a person named Fyzoollah, who was 
treasurer .^ tb.e lafe Almass Alee Khan, and is now under personal restraint, ou 
a, vague sUs|iicioh bf his jpossessing some portion of the wwthMjf * Almass. 

3. That his Excellency the Vizier has hi view the app^riiiti^n of all the 

wealth of Fyzoollah, either by the measures of personal f'ig^r 'iidilch are now 
practised against die unfortunate treasurer luroself, -pr by^:^ process of impri- 
sonment and confiscation, to be hereaRer pursued his grandson for 

failure 


Bengal Political 
Conaultadons, 

0 March 1811. 

Letter from 
Capt. Drommond. 


Letter from 
Lieutonant Griffen. 


Bengal Pojitical 
Consultations, 
15 March 1811. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



152 


Bengal Political 
C</otiiliatloiis» 
15 March 1811; 

Letter 

from Rettdent at 
Lucknow, 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


Arzee of the 
Aumil. 


OUDE PAPERS, 

failure in his eagagements as an Aumil, .cannot.reasQnahly be (jfioubted ; and that 
the suppos^ Hredlth of Fyzoollab. and not the capacity of Hyder Alee for the 
trust which is now in htt .nands, was the cause of this Aiiniirfl4iemiaatiott, is in 
iny mind an unquestionable fact* 

4. I shall not fail to take advantage of the influence of the fori!|;oing remarks, 
in the course of my discussions with his Excellency on the highly important 
subject of the Right Honourable the GovernoT'OeneralVi letter/ nnd of the 
instructions o( Government for my guidance, under date the 28th De« 
comber. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailc-ii!:, 

26th Februaiy 1811. Resident. 


Prom His Excellency the Vizier, to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow, 

dated the 20tk February 1811. 

I transmit for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee from Hyder 
Alee, the Aumil of Jugdeespore, dated the S2d of Mohurrum 1226. As the 
Aumil has requested that measures be adopted for the punishment of Fukeer 
Buksh Khan, Zubberdust Khan, and others, I desire that you will be pleased to 
issue such instructions on this subject as may appear to you to be proper. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


The Arzee of Hyder Alee, Aumil of Jugdeespore, dated thei2:d Mohurrum 1226. 

Yesterday Fukeer Bukhsh Khan, Zubberdust Khan, and other refractory 
persons, went to the residence of Sekunder Khan, Subadar, situated in the 
village of Purvizepore, under the pretence of celebrating the nuptials of his 
daughter, with the design of setting fire to the houses of all the Ryots in the 
village. On hearing of this circumstance, 1 set off as quickly as possible to 
Purvizepoor with the few Sowars 1 had with me, for the purpose of dispersing 
the rioters and giving encouragement to the peaceable peasantry. The rebels 
hearing of my approach instantly fled from that place, and I sent my brother, 
Ghous Alee, with the Sowars, in pursuit of them. On his arrival at the village 
of Kullianpore in Jugdeespore, he found the rebels prepared for battle; and on 
his nearer approach ^ey fired several shots at his party, by one of which my 
brother was severely wounded in his left eve. The horse of Assud Oolla Khan 
was also shot in the breast, and another horse belonging to Noar Mohumtiiud 
Khan was shot in the leg. Kootub Khan was wounded in the thigh. Hashem 
Alee, a Sowar, with bis horse, and my uncle, Mohummud Alee, were killed in 
the action, and have thus sacrificed their lives in your Excellency’s service. In 
consequence of the wound which my brother received, 1 have been obliged to 
return with him to this place. The rebellious conduct of those people has 
exceeded all bounds ; and the other Zemindars of the district having so bad an 
example before them, have also become turbulent in the extreme, so that the 
whole district is in confu.sion, and the collection of the revenue at a stand. 1 
therefore humbly rei^uest that your Excellency will be pleased to adopt measures 
for the immediate seizure and exemplary punishment of those rebellious Zemin' 
dars, and that a detachment of the British troops from Sdoltanpore be immediately 
ordered into the district 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. 

Resi4ent. 

: . To 
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I have reoeiired your £xcttlleiky% 4ettei* oftlie flOthf fnotint; conveying a copy is Maroii isii. 
of the arzee of Hyder Alee, Aumil of JugdeesporC, and desiring' that measures be 
adopted for the immolate suppression of the disturbances which have been rrom K^ldent «t 
lilted to you by that Aumil. Lucknow 

As this Aumil is one those pemooa apfamst whose nbmiuatian to the charge 
of the district which be farms I took (the {liberty of remonstmtiag to your Excel- 
lency some time ago in earnest terms, on the ^ound of his unfitness fur the office, 
and as there is evciy reason to believe tba,t me disturbances excited in his Elaka 
liave arisen from his own mismanagement, I leave it to your Excellency to 
decide whether or not the Employment of the British troops on this occasion 
might, with apparent justice, have been delayed till a due investigation had 
taken place of the causes of those commotions : yet, as it appears from your 
Excellency’s letter, that Fukeer Bukhsh Khan, Zubberdust Khan, and others, 

Zemindars of the above Elaka, have rebelliously opposed the Aumil, and killed 
and wounded several ofyour Excellendy’s subjects, I consider their punishment 
to be necessary ; and, with this view, I request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to direct the Aumil of Jugdeesporeto proceed immediately, or depute a 
confidential person, to wait on the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, and to 
furnish that officer with a correct statement of the number of the rebels in arms, 
the particular places of tlieir residence, and & description of their fortresses, if 
they have any ; when the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, in pursuance of my 
instructions conveyed to him by the accompanying letter, will adopt the necessary 
measures for the sdzure and punishment of the offenders. 

Your Excellency will further be pleased to transmit the accompanying letter 
to your Aumil, that he or bis confidential agent may be the bearer of my in- 
structions to the commanding olScer at Sooltanpore. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Tb His Exc^lfency the yizier, lebriti^ry iSil.) 


To Major Fraser, or Officer commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore. Letter 

Q. from Resident at 

, Lucknow. 

1 . I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, the 
enclosed translations of a letter and arzee which I have received from his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, together with a copy of a letter which I Irave this day addressed 
to his Excellency on the subject of the commotions in Jugdeespore. 

2. After receiving the necessary information from his Excellency’s Aumil of 
Jugdeespore, you will be pleased to adopt such measures as circumstances may 
admit of and require, for the suppression, au<l, if possible, for the seizure, of 
Fukeer Bukhsh, Zubberdust Khan, and the other refractory persons whu have 
been guilty of the outrage described. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baieiie, 

25th February 1811. Resident. 


. EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe del May 1811 . 

, To N. B. Edmunstoo^i Rsq, Secretary to Government. 

Sir;' 

^ 1. The discussions with his Excellency the Vizier, arising out of the instruc- 
tiqps of the Government conveyed by your despatch of the 28th of December 
last, have now arrived at a stage at which it becomes my duty to detail them, 

■ for the information of the Right Honourable the Goveraof-Qeneral in Council. 
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2. Ills I^rtlship’s letter to the address of the Vialer was received from the 
Persian department on the 17th of February last, and was presented to bis 
Excellency at the Residency on the morning of the 2Sd of that month. After 
hearing me rear! it to him with attention, describe the circumstances which had 
occasioned so serious a remonstrance from the Government in aid of my repeated' 
and earnest advice, and comment on the justice and necessity of the measures re-’ 
commended by the Government, as well as on the mild and coooiliatory language 
in which the whole of the letter was expressed, bis Excellency observed to me, 
generally, that he was disposed to acquiesce in the Right Honourable the 
Governor-Oeneral’s suggestions to the utmost practicable extent, and added, 
that he would bestow tlic most deliberate attention on all the subjects of the 
letter, making his remarks on each, as he proceeded in perusing it with care, and 
would convey those remarks to me in writing, for my own consideratioa and. 
discussion, before he should prepare his reply. 

3. On the 2d ultimo I waited on his Excellency, by appointment, to receive 
and discuss the remarks which he had promised to prepare for my perusal, and I 
received them accordingly, in a document unauthcnticated by his Excellency’s 
signature or seal, but verbally avowed to be his, of which the enclosed is a 
translation. (No. 1.) 

4. After perusing hit Excellency's remarks, and making some cursory obser-^ 
vations on the general tenor and iatention of them, being desirous of putting 
him in complete possession of my sentiments regarding the several measures of 
meditated reform in his Government, and of explaining to him tl>e details of 
those measures, which could not be explained at a conference, 1 solicited hit 
Excellency’s jrermission to carry home his remarks, and promised to submit my 
observations on them, in the form of an official note, with the least pra(iticable 
delay. 

5. On the morning of the 9th ultimo I delivered to his Excellency, at the 
palace, the document of which No. 2. is a copy, with a short letter on the 
snbject of it, recommending the early adoption of the leading measures which I 
had described, and which appeared to me to require but little of bis Excellency’s 
consideration. Copies of the proclamation and other documents, which are 
referred to in my official note, and were subsequently conveyed to his Excel- 
lency, are also transmitted by this despatclj. (Nos. 3 and 4 ) 

6. With a reference to the seventh article of my observations, it is prQ[>er in 
this place to apprize you, that a material alteration has been made in the lan- 
guage of a portion of that article from the terms in which it stood originally, 
and which I shall here transcx'ibe for your information. “ It follows, that your 
“ Excellency’s consignment of those mehauls, under the engagements which 
“ are now pleaded, was in direct opposition to my advice, or in other words, 

“ to the counsels of the British Gov'ernment, and consequently that your 
“ Excellency, in so consigning those mehauls, may be justly said to have com- 
“ mitted a breach of your solemn engagements with the Honourable Com- 
“ pany’s Government.” 

7. On the morning of the 12th ultimo, three days after his Excellency the 
Vizier’s receipt of my letter above referred to, with the official note which it con- 
tained, be sent a message to me by one of my own servants, importing that he had 
a particular favour to request of me, which should be conveyed by a letter in the 
course of the day, and earnestly begging, by anticipation, a favourable answer 
to his letter. A translation of this letter, and an English copy of my answer te 
it, forming numbers of this despatch, 1 shall not recapitulate the contents of 
them. (Nos. 5 and 6.) 

8. On the 21st ultimo I received from his Excellency the Vizier, by the hands 
of a confidential servant, the truly extraordinary document, of which No. 7 is 
a translation ; and immediately on the receipt of that document 1 addressed a 
letter to his Excellency in Persian, and in my own bami- writing, a translation 
of which is enclosed. (No. 8.) 

9. In p ursuance of the resolution which is announced in my letter of the- 2 1st 
tiltimo, 1 waited on his Excellency on the 23d, and commenced the discussion of 
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1)U l^tes to my observations, with an expression of my sincere regret fur 
having coaaented, at bis earnest request, to withdraw the imputation of a breach 
of bis engagements with the Honourable Company, which was conveyed, on the 
most obvious grounds, in the seventh article of those observations, and appeared 
to be more than justified by his Excellency’s subsequent conduct. I adverted to 
the want of.proper formality and of due consideration for the British Government 
and its representative which were manifested by his Excellency in replying to 
my public letter, and to an official note under my signature, by an unauthenticaled 
document, transmitted in a blank envelope, without any address or superscription, 
and to which therefore, ifhU Excellency now avowed and declared his adherence 
to the contents of it, I must demand his signature or seal, for the purpose of 
conveying it to tlie Government, with such suggestions, on my own part, as tlie 
occasion justified and required. I entreated his Excellency to reconsider the 
serious nature of the remonstrance, and of the appeal to his justice and good 
faith, which were contained in the Governor- General’s letter; and I reminded 
him of his original promise to deliberate on and discuss with me, in a grave and 
dipassionate manner, the several important points wdiich were stated in tliat 
letter, in order that result of those deliberations and discussions might form 
the basis of a satisfactory reply. I called upon his Excellency to acknowledge, 
or disavow, the obligation which he had come under to the British Government 
by the terms, if I rightly understood them, of the sixth article of the Treaty of 
Cession w'ith Marquess Wellesley, and now candidly to declare to me whether or 
not, in his own judgment, he had fulfilled, or attempted to fulfil, the purpose of 
that obligation. If he bad not, it was his obvious duty, I observed, to consider 
the present remonstrance of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, as a solemn demand of the fulfilment of a positive obligation 
on. his part, by his adopting the plan of reform recommended to him by the 
British Government, with whose counsels he had engaged to conform, or by 
suggesting and carrying into execution some other plan of his own, which should 
be equally calculated to answer the purposes of that obligation, namely, to 
provide for the security and happiness of his subjects, and to relieve tlie Ho- 
nourable Company’s Government from the extraordinary and disreputable 
burthen of supporting by force of arms an unjust and oppressive administration. 

10. If sneh were the nature of the remonstrance, appeal, and demand, con- 
veyed by the Governor-General’s letter, I begged his Excellency to reflect on 
the manner in which they had been treated in the document then in my hands. 
His Excellency, instead of declaring his cordial acquiescence in the general plan 
of reform recommended to him by the British Government, and of manifesting 
that acquiescience by an immediate and cheerful assent to the measures which 1 
had suggested for his adoption, had purposely omitted to notice a few of the 
most important of those measures, to which no plausible objection could be 
found ; had made frivolous objections to others, for the obvious purpose of pro- 
tracting unimportant discussion, and procrastinating the work of reform ; had 
stated some extraordinary assertions, the inaccuracy of which was well known, 
and could be very easily established ; and had evinced, by the whole tenor of 
the document, which I now begged him to reconsider, a determined resolution to 
evade at least, if not to resist, the salutary counsel and advice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, conveyed to him in the language 
of friendship, and in the terms of existing treaties, which were equally binding 
on both, and a departure from which, on the one part, might exonerate the other 
from a responsibility essential to the existence of this Government, and to the 
exercise or his Excellency’s authority. Was the document in question, I asked, 
to form the basis of his Excellency’s reply to the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General's letter.^ Would bis Excellency, on reflection, desire tliat the con- 
tents of this document should be made known to the Right Honourable the 
GovernoivGeneral m Council, as expressive of the real sentiments with which a 
perusal of the letter bad inspired him ? And did His Excellency mean to per- 
severe in the measures of rigour and injustice towards Khanazad and Tujummool 
Hoossein Khan, against which the Governor-General had remonstrated, in con- 
f^pt, or in total disregard of his Lordship in Council’s advice ? If such were 
IbKaeUcinsy’s sentiments after heating all that my sincere regard for his 
interests and a sense of duty to my emph^ers had how tested for his considerar 
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Bengal Volittcal tton, bis Excellency had nothing to do but to authenticate tlie document in 
Coiuultations. question, by a letter under his seal, and thus to put an end tb the discussion, until 
the sentimeats of the Government should be known; for I declared my firm reso- 
Letter lution of rejecting the document entirely in its present irresular form, and declin* 
Bom ttoaident at ing to make any written reply to it if authenticated, - as being obviously intended 
Lucknmr. evade the fulfilment of a positive obligation, under (lie express provision of a 

treaty, which his Excellency had -now for the fi>rst time been peremptorily required 
to fulfiL 

11. Perceiving the impression of the foregoing remarks upon his Excellency’s 
countenance, and being assured, after a short pause by his ExceUency, of his sin- 
cere intention to abide by his engagements with the Honourable Company, as 
well as of his resolution to withdraw from the document to which I had ol^ected 
all siich expressions and remarks as I might now shew to be at variance with the 
intention ttot had thus been declared to me, I proceeded to the discussion of his 
replies in the order in which they are conveyed by that document. 

12. With a reference to the conduct of Mohummud Ashruflf and the other 
officers of his Excellency’s Government, in the districts of Sooltanpore and Per- 
taubghur, I remarked that what his ExceUency meant, if I properly compre- 
hended his meaning, in the first article of bis replies, as a defence of the conduct 
of those officers, was in fact an obvious proof of the Justice of my imputation 
of neglect and improper conduct to them, in as far as his ExceUency admitted 
that the scheme of a settlement which they had furnished, after a lapse of so 
many months, was unworthy of his own approbation, and had therefore been 
withholden from my inspection. That the frivolous nature of the excuses alleged 
by Mohummud Ashruff, and conveyed by his Excellency to me, for the delay 
in forwarding this scheme, had been fully exposed in my former letters to his 
ExceUency, copies of which had been submitted to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, and were alluded to in his Lordship’s letter ; and 
that, if such bad been the conduct of Mohummud Ashruff, Diakrishen, and 
others, the select officers of bis Excellency’s Government, possessing ample 
instructions for their guidance, and supported by a large detachment of British 
troops, in the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertauoghur, no further proof could be 
required of the existence of some radical evils in the system of his Excellency's 
administration, and of the necessity of removing those evils by a total change of 
the system, in the manner which the Governor-General bad suggested. 

13. In his Excellency’s second reply, 1 observed that he bad purposely passed 
over in silence the two important and indispensable preliminary measures of 
reform, which were suggested in the second article of my remarks, namely, the 
division and subdivision of his dominions into departments and districts, so 
as to render them susceptible of efficient government, and the selection and 
appointment of Amcens with my advice and concurrence. That be had been 
pleased to announce to me, in general terms, the orders for the selection of 
Ameens which had been issued to his Excellency’s sons, whose proceedings, 
under those orders, had been reported to me, through various channels, as exci- 
ting the ridicule of every wise and intelligent person in his capital ; and that 
his Excellency bad farther, as I conceived, with the obvious view of procrasti- 
nation, required me to repeat to him in detail tlie qualifications of proper 
Ameens, though those qualifications were sufficiently described by the Gover- 
nor-General, and amply enlarged on by me in my answers to his original remarks. 
That be had finally, in the article under dbcussion, declared his desire of restrict- 
ing the deputation of Ameens to a few particular districts, which I should con- 
si^r and represent as in a state of the greatest disorder, forgettin;^, or seeminp; to 
forget, that the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council had described 
the whole of his dominions, or rather the whole of the population of Oude, as 
labouring under a baneful and pernicious system of assessment and collection 
of the revenue, to which no remedy whatever, save a complete and radical 
change, could be applied with any prospect of advantag^. Under all the fore* 
going circumstances, and with a reference to the Sd article of bis £xoeIlency*s 
replies, it was now my duty to require a decided and categbrical answer to the 
ibllowing simple question : Dkl his ExeeHeney agree, or refuse hit assenti to the 
division and subdivision of his dominions, in the manner su^ested by 



OUDE PAPEKS. 


I'dj 


ami to the subsequent deputation of an Aniecn to every district of the extent 
which was stated in my observations, giving previous information to me of the 
character and qualities of the Ameens, with the view of enabling me to judge 
of their fitness and capacity foi' the trusts which liis Excellency might intend to 
confer on them ? 

His Excellency, after some time apparently spent in deliberation, announced 
his assent to the two measures which are first above described, reserving for future 
discussion the proposal of my being previously informed of the character and 
qualities of the Ameens, and entitled to a voice in their nominati<)n. This 
proposal his Excellency was pleased to describe as of a tendency to subvert 
bis authority, and contrary to his interpretation of certain provisions of the 
treaties of 1798 and 1801. I replied, that 1 had frequently perused and con- 
sidered both those treaties with particular care and attention, and could scarcely 
be supposed to have suggested, for his Excellency’s adoption or assent, a measure 
contrary to the letter or spirit of either. That the advantages of tlie measure in 
question were, in my judgment, manifest and great, if not essential to the per- 
fect efficiency of the new system of assessment in his dominions, and that I was 
fully prepared to support the justice and expediency of my proposal, with a refe- 
rence to the provisions of treaty, and to every other ground of objection which 
his Excellency might be pleased to explain ; but that I should willingly wave, 
for the present, the farther discussion of the question, and receive on a future 
day his written objections to that part of my proposal on the subject of the depu- 
tation of Ameens, which I should consider maturely, and answer, as 1 trusted, 
to his Excellency’s satisfaction. 
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15. With a reference to the third article of his replies, I observed that it was 
totally anticipated by the drafts of the proclamation and instructions which I 
then held in my hands and presented to him ; and that after perusing those 
drafts with attention, his Excellency’s observations, in the third article, might 
remain, or be cancelled, as he thought proper. 


16. The fourth article of the document in question I described as containing 
sbme extraordinary assertions, which I was fully prepared to disprove; hut 
being unimportant, if not irrelevant to the general subject of reform, I should, 
on this account, as well as from motives of personal respect for his Excellency, 
pass them over in silence, and proceed to recognize, in the sixth article of his 
Excellency’s replies, the only wise and satisfactory assurance which was con- 
veyed by the document in question, namely, his ])roiijiseof cstablisliing an efficient 
police and courts of Justice throughout his dominions, when the administration 
of his revenue siiould be reformed, a period to which I might now look forward 
with hope, aod after which I should not fail to submit to him such suggestions 
as the importance of the subject required. 


17. I then proceeded to the discussion of the seventh article of his Excel- 
lency’s replies, every sentiment of which 1 declared to he contrary to those just 
and natural expectations, which were founded on tlic liberal concession that I 
had made to him in answer to his letter of the 12ih instant (No. 5 of the present 
despatch). His Excellency had stated in that article, tlwit the measures of his 
Government, with a reference to the districts of Alimuss, were in conformity 
with ancient custom, and had been pleased to infer from this statement a total 
want of title, on my |>art, to object to, or remonstrate against, those measures. 
Eor the purpose of repelling an inference so unjust, and so subversive of every 
principle on which the true relation between the two States depended, it seemed 
sufficient for me to quote to his Excellency the words of the Governor-General’s 
letter, whicli his Excellency must have necessarily overlooked while committing 
the above sentiments to writing. His Lordship in Council had not only been 
pleased to declare his entire approbation of my remonstrance, in the strict dis- 
charge of my duty, against the particular measures in question, but had con- 
veyed that approbation to his Excellency, with the grounds of it, quoted from 
the letter of the treaty of 1801, and of his Excellency’s subsequent engagement 
with Lord Wellesley. The words of that treaty and engagement, as quoted by 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, were, that his Excellency promised 
to advise with, and act in conformity to the counsel of the Honourable (Jom- 
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“ paiiy’s officer*, ” ami, “ to conform to the counsel of the British Government; 
“ in ail affairs connected with the ordinary government of those donainions» and 
“ with the usual exercise of his Excellency’s established authority.” Was the 
adoption of an arrangement, I inquired, for the management of a portion of his 
Excellency’s dominions, yielding an annual revenue of thirty lacs of rupees, a 
measure less important in his eyes than an afiair connected with tlie ordinary 
gover.nment of his country, or with the usual exercise of his authority; and if. 
nut, could I, consistently with my duty, sit silent in the contemplation of such a 
measure, under all the circumstances which attended it, without submitting my 
opinion and advice ; or could my right to advise be disputed? On the other 
hand, was it not his Excellency's duty, I asked, in the terms of the positive obli* 
gation above quoted from the treaty, to have informed and consulted with me, 
before he adopted a measure of such importance ; and was not his failure to ask 
my advice, nay to comply with my earnest remonstrance on the subject of the 
measure in question, a direct infraction of the treaty of ISOl, and of the subse* 
quent engagement with Marquess Wellesley ? 

18. With a reference to the practice of former Residents, I observed that during 
the Government of the late Nawaub Asuf ood Dowlah, and even under his Excel- 
lency’s administration, till the close of tl)e residency of Colonel Scott, Vakeels or 
constituted agents, on the part of all the considerable Aumils, were in constant 
attendance on the Resident, who was in consequence duly apprized of the state of 
the country in general, and of the proceedings of the several Aumils. That the 
records of the Residency in my possc.ssion afforded numerous instances of the 
appointment and dismissal of Aumils proceeding on the Resident’s recommen- 
dation : nay, that the chief Minister of the Government, in times by no means 
remote, had uniformly regulated his proceedings by the Resident’s counsels, and 
had rarely adopted a measure of any importance without his previous knowledge 
and consent. That the relaxation in those salutary and becoming observances 
on the part of his Excellency, in latter times, could not, on any principle, be 
pleaded as a dereliction, on the part of the British Government or its represen- 
tative, of a right established by treaty, as well as by the nature of the alliance 
subsisting between the two States, to interfere in the concerns of this Govern- 
ment, or to interpose their advice and remonstrance for his Excellency’s honour 
and advantage, and for the happiness and prosperity of bis subjects, when cir- 
cumstances should require tliat iuterference; and that the urgency of the cir- 
cumstances under discussion, with a reference to the districts of Almass, although 
his Excellency had pronounced those districts to be in perfect order, was such 
as, in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s judgment, to require his 
own direct interposition in aid of niy remonstrance and advice. 

19 . In answer to the concluding remark of the 7tb article of his Excellency’s 
replies, I observed, that his implied reproach against me, by ascribing the present 
interference on the part of our Government to my suggestions, could.be consi- 
dered in no other light than as a proof of the conscientious discharge of my duty 
to both States, in having faithfully reported my proceedings at his Excellen^’^ 
court, and the substance of our correspondence with each other ; and that 1 Kit 
persuaded of receiving from his Excellency’s justice and candour, at some future 
period, the mostample credit for my motives in every stage of those proceedings 
and discussions, which had now excited his reproach. 

£0. On my concluding the discussion of this article, to which his ExceUeacy 
listened in silence, and without the smallest interruption, he was pleased to 
express his intention of withdrawing the article altogether, if his doing so would 
prove agreeable to me ; but 1 declined making any request on the subject, save 
with a reference to the particular words, that you should have advised me to 
“ ilesist from it” 

£1. To the eighth article of his Excellency’s replies, in which his measures 
of inhumanity and rigour against Khanazad Khan had been justified, on the 
ground of that person being his Excellency’s slave, I applied a variety of argu- 
ments, 1 aving reference to the condition and services of the late Almass Alice 
Khan, to the uniform interference of our Government and its reprcsentBitves id 
behalf of that Aumil and his depemlents, and to the birth and condition .of 
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Kinina 2 a(i, which were well known to bis Excellency to be totally incompatible 
with a atate of slavery; and, finally, I appealed, with apparent success, to his 
Excellency’s natural desire of recovering some portion of the large balances of 
revenue which were claimed from Khauazad Khan, and which must inevitably 
be lost by bis retaining that Aumil in confinement ; since no degree of severity 
that his Excellency could legally inflict would ever induce Khanazad to sur- 
render his personal wealth in discharge of arrears which were due by sub-farm- 
ers and other subjects of the Government; whereas, the liberation of that 
Aumil from confinement, and his concurrence in legal proceedings, or his insti- 
tution of such proceedings against the persons indeotea to him, might quickly 
enable him to liquidate his Excellency’s just demands. 

The further progress and result of my discussions, with a reference to Khana- 
zad Khan, being detailed in separate numbers of this dispatch, 1 shall not here 
enlarge on them. 

22. The conclusion of my conference with the Vizier on the subject of his 
replies to my observations had a reference to Tujummool Housein Khan’s 
jagicr, his Excellency’s assumption of which, I observed, had been supported on 
the most extraordinary grounds that could possibly be urged for such a measure. 
“ Your Excellency is not inclined, (I remarked) to bestow lands in jagier, and 
“ therefore you have been pleased to resume, what ? — the lands in possession 
“ of Tujummool Uloosein Khan, granted recently, no doubt, by yourself, and 
“ but for a time, or perhaps possessed by Tujummool under your Excellency's 
“ tacit consent, without a perfect or regular tenure: nay, the jagier of Tufuzzool 
“ Hoosein Khan, the father of the present possessor, conferred on him, for 
" eminent services to the State, by your Excellency's predecessor, Asuf ood 
Dowlah, under an altumgha or hereditary grant, as complete and valid in every 
“ respect as your Excellency’s title to the musnud, and recognized as such by 
“ your Excellency on the death of Tufuzzool Hoosein, under the guarantee of 
“ the British Government, in favour of his son and successor. Can your Ex- 
“ cellency persist in this design ? and is it necessary that I convey to you, in 
“ the words of the instructions in my hands, the sentiments of the Governor- 
General in Council, with a reference to this extraordinary measure, against 
“ which I originally remonstrated with an earnestness proportioned to my 
“ anxiety for your Excellency’s honour and reputation? That the possession of 
** lands in jagier by the subjects of any Government may be productive of public 
“ inconvenience, prejudicial to the paramount rights and authority of the 
“ sovereign, and even injurious to the good government of the country, is a 
" proposition which 1 am disposed to admit, and the influence of which has 
“ been long felt and acknowledged in the Honourable Company’s territory; 
“ but the resuraption, on this ground, of a jagier in the possession of a faithful 
“ subject or dependent, under a valid hereditary tenure, without the consent of 
the Jagierdar, is a violation of personal property which no public necessity 
“ could authorize, and which tiie British Government can never acquiesce in, 
“ with a reference to Tujummool Hoosein Khan, or to any other Jagierdar 
holding lands in your Excellency’s dominions.” 

83. A promise to restore the jagier in question, without delay, was now con- 
veyed to me by his Excellency the Vizier ; and he further requested me to furnish 
him with a draft of the several alterations which I required in the other articles 
of his replies ; after which our conference broke up, and I took my leave of his 
Excellency, who appeared iu perfect good humour, and reconciled to the result 
of our discussion. 

84. In the course of the same day, after my return home, I prepared, and 
forwarded to his Excellency the documents, in my own hand-writing in Persian, 
of which Nos. 9 and 10 are translations. The subject and tenor of those docu- 
ments do not appear, for the present, to require any remarks. 

25. On the evening of the 29th ultimo, I received a short letter from his 
Excellency the Vizier, conveying and referring to, as authentic, his first amended 
replies, a translation of which is enclosed (No. 11.); and being greatly disap- 
pointed in my expectations with a reference to the amendments which are 
contained in it, I immediately sent a message to his Excellency, imparting my 
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request of anofJier conference on the subject as early as might suit hia convex 
nience, to which he replied by my messenger, tliat he would breakfast with me 
on the following clay. 

£6. At our conference on the morning of the 30th, I commenced tirth an 
acknowledgment to his Excellency, that all the important measures which I 
J>ad suggested for his adoption, under the instructions of the Governor-General 
in Council, had been, with one exception, assented to, and that 1 was satisfied 
as to those points; but that his Excellency having been pleased to retain In bis 
amended replies, the whole of the exceptionable arguments to which I had 
objected at our former conference, and the greatest part of which he had agpreed, 
at my suggestion, to withdraw, it became my duty to repeat, on this occasion, 
the observations by which 1 considered those arguments to have been repelled, 
and to record the observations in question in the form of an official r^oinder, for 
the purpose of precluding future misconception or cavil on established or admitted 
points. As examples of the necessity of this measure, I referred particularly to 
the seventh, eighth, and concluding articles of his Excellency’s replies, in the 
former of which the right of the British Government, or its representative, to 
interpose its counsels, or remonstrance, against a measure sanctioned by custom, 
however unwise in itself, or injurious in its consequences, is opposed on inad- 
missible grounds, and in direct violation of treaties; and in the two latter of 
which, though the principal points be conceded, the rights of property and re- 
sumption are maintained by the same untenable arguments. With a reference 
to' the two latter articles, I remarked, that I had peculiar reason to complain of 
his Excellency’s want of consideration, from the circumstance of his having 
requested me to prepare and submit drafts of the alterations which I proposed 
in their terms, and to which he had cheerfully acceded, as he had also agreed 
to expunge the highly exceptionable words in the seventh article of his replies. 


27. His Excellency answered, to my surprize, that the insertion of tltose 
words, and of tlxc arguments regarding Tujummool lioosein Khan’s jagier, was 
to be ascribed to a mistake of his moonshee, which should be rectified without 
any delay ; but that he still felt considerable reluctance to retracting his argu- 
ments and claim with a reference to Khanazad Khan, whom he viewed as the 
.slave of Almass, and consequently as his own property. 1 replied to this obser- 
vation in the terms of my letter to his Excellency under date the Sd instant, 
which forms a number of the present despatch, and 1 shall not recapitulate the 
contents of it. 


28. We now proceeded to the discussion of the only unsettled point which 
remained, namely, his Excellency’s refusal to admit of my participation in his 
choice of Anieens, on the grounds which are fully detailed in the second article 
of his amended replies to my observations. 

Q9- On the general question of a right in the British Government to offer its 
opinion and advice regarding the selection and appointment of officers to sta- 
tions of high trust and importance in his Excellency’s administration, I observed 
that this right had been constantly exercised, and had never once been disputed, 
since the relation now happily subsisting between the two States was established ; 
that it was founded on tlie very nature of this relation in itself and was clearly 
recognized and confirmed by the spirit of the treaty of 1801, and of his Excel- 
lency’s subsequent engagement with Marquess Wellesley, as well as by, recorded 
instances in practice during the Government of the late Nawaub Asuf ood Dowlab, 
and since his Excellency’s accession to the musnud ; and that if his Excellency's 
obligation to conform to the counsels of the British Government “ in all aflairs 
“ connected with the ordinary government of his dominions, and with the usual 
“ exercise of his authority,” did not imply an obligation to consult and to be 
guided by the counsels of ihe British Government, in the selection and appoint- 
ment of officers to accomplish a reform in his administration, it could not, ip P’y 
judgment, be susceptible of any other interpretation. 

SO. In answer to his Excellency’s objection, on the ground that bis authority 
would be diminished, and that the Ameens would be chsobedient to his ^er^ 
if I should have a voice in their nomination, I remarked that tins offi^ctkMS, if 
real, must be considered as equally applicable to every other measure of his adnoi* 
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lustration, adopted will) my concurrence or advice, and liad ap obvious tendency 
to subvert the radical principle of the alliance subsisting between the two States, 
namely, the acknowledged dependence of his Excellency’s Government and 
authority on the protection and support, which he derived from tlie Honourable 
Company’s guarantee, and which necessarily required, on the part of the pro- 
tecting power, a certain degree of participation in the counsels and acts of the 
other. That the particular degree of participation in the exercise of his Exccl- 
Jency'siauthorjty, to which the British Government was entitled, was so expressly 
defined in the treaties as to leave no room for cavil or tloubt ; and that the words 
of the several treaties which his Excellency had quoted in the second article of 
his amended replies, in as far as they bad any application to the point now in dis- 
cussion, were in my judgment manifestly hostile to the position which his Excel- 
lency had maintained, and which was further expressly controverted by the terms 
of his engagements with Lord Wellesley, With a reference to his Excellency’s 
.apprehension of the effects of a general knowledge among the Ameens of their 
appointments proceeding on my recommendation, 1 observed, that this apprehen- 
sion should have been removed by the terms of the concluding article of the paper 
delivered by Lord Wellesley, in which the Resident was strictly prohibited from 
anticipating a disclosure of the result of any conference or communication with 
his Excellency on subjects of secrecy or importance ; and that my practice, in 
particular, had been uniformly such as to preclucle the smallest ground of appre- 
hension in his Excellency’s mind regarding adisclosure of the subjectsof our corres- 
poiidence, or personal communications, since it was well known to his Excellency 
that I depended less than any of my predecessors on the assistance of native 
writers, and that all my memoranda, or notes for conference, as well as most of 
my letters on matters of any secrecy, were written in the Persian language by my 
own hand. I then proceeded to comment on the advantages which were, in my 
judgment, likely to arise from our concurrence in the fitness and capacity of the 
puDiic officers of his Excellency’s Govcinment for the important trusts to be con- 
ferred on tlieni, adverting chiefly to the nature and objects of the change to he 
produced in the system of his Excellency’s administration, namely, the adoption 
of such a series of measui'cs as shall be calculated, in the Judgment of the British 
•“ Government” (using the words of the Govtinor-Gcneral’s lettci’) " to 
** counteract the evils of the present system without injury to his Excellency’s 
“ rights,” and which obviously required for its success the utmost possible degree 
of harmony and unanimity between his Excellency, by whom the measures 
were to be adopted, and myself, in the first instance the judge of their adequacy 
to the objects in viesv. I recalled to his Excellency’s recollection the rapid and 
beneficial result of the measures which he had adopted, with my concurrence, in 
Ba-raitch, and particularly his appointment of Hukeem Mendi Alee Khan to 
superintend the affairs of that district. I reminded him of my more recent 
recommendation of the same person to riie charge of the districts of Sooltanpore 
and Pertaubghur, and compared the proceedings of his present officers in those 
districts, the nature of our correspondence regarding them, and the slate of the 
districts in question, with the ])roccedings of Hukeem Mehdi in Baraitcli, the 
general nature of our correspondence on that occasion, and the actual state of 
Khyrabad and the other inehauls under the charge of this efficient Aumil. I 
appealed to his Excellency’s candour to decide, whether or not the whole, or 
the greatest propoition, of the unpleasant discussions which had arisen, and the 
injurious. effects which had sprung, from his Excellency’s measures in Sooltanpore, 
and with a reference to the districts of Almass, might have been saved and pre- 
cluded by his previously consulting with me, or attending to my respectful sug- 
gestions on the subject of those measures ; and, under these circumstances, being 
persuaded of his Excellency’s cordial desire to avoid, and to guard against the 
renewal of such discussions, and the recurrence of such baneful effects, I trusted 
that be would cheerfully acquiescein the only effectual preventive uhicli appeared 
to he practicable on this occasion. 


Bengal Falitinal 
CousultatiQua, 
3 May 1811. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


31. His Excellency continuing inflexible on the point of my participation in 
his selection of Ameens, though he declined to make any reply to my remarks, 
and declared the Jimitation of his objections to those which were already detailed, 
J considered it to be tny duty to refrain from urging the point any further ou that 
ocoaiioii, and expressed my readiness to submit my proposal, and his Excellency’s 
• 2 T objection* 
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Bengd Politicd objections to it, for the consideration and decision of the Goveniment, before tbe 
P*’^posal should be renewed. He answered, that I was, of course, at liberty to 
' act in that respect as I thought proper, but that his reluctance to the measui% 

Letter was unconquerable ; and as he considered me to be vested with full powers, if 

firtm Hesident at I wished to befriend him on the occasion, I would at once depart from the pro- 

Lucknonr. posal, instead of referring it to the Presidency, where the decision would natu- 
rally be guided by the arguments which I might adduce. I replied, that this 
was by no means a necessary consequence, since we were all liable to err, and 
my opinions and proposals, if unjust or at variance with the spirit of any treaty 
or engagement contracted by the British Government, would not certainly receive 
its support or confirmation, however speciously they might be urged : but that 
the motive of my present proposal was one which could not be mistaken, and' 
would, I trusted, be approved ; namely, a desire for the accomplishment of the 
just views of the British Gov'ernment, by a reform in his Excellency’s adminis- 
tration, to his own eminent advantage, and for the successful conduct of the 
details of that reform, without any interruption of the harmony and cordiality 
between the two States, and particularly between his Excellency and myself, 
which it was alike my duty, interest, and disposition to preserve. 

32. I then submitted for his Excellency’s consideration and reply, a few ques- 
tions, proceeding on the supposition of his choice and appointment of Ameens 
without my previous knowledge or concurrence, admitting the possibility of the 
acquiescence of our Government in this measure, for the purpose of trying its 
effects. Was it his Excellency’s intention, I inquired, not only to exclude me 
from participation in the choice of his Ameens and collectors, but to keep me, 
as heretofore, in the dark with regard to the proceedings of those officers ? Did 
he intend, as formerly, to convey to me detached and desultory papers and arti- 
cles of intelligence, transmitted by venal news-writers, in the pay of his several 
Ameens, and to withhold from me every paper of importance or authentic 
<locument, on the ground that it had not been, or could not be prepared, or that 
he himself considered it as unsatisfactory ? And did he continue to entertain 
the wish, or indulge the expectation, of receiving the support of the British 
troops to tlic proccetlings and demands of his Ameens and Tehsildars under the 
new system, as to tliosc of liis farmers of iwcmic under the old, without satis- 
fying me, or enabling me to satisfy njyself, of the propriety and justice of those 
proceedings and demands ? If such were his Excellency’s designs, it was now 
my dtity to undeceive him, and to caution him, in a manner the most solemn, 
against the fallacy of such expectations. The repealed and positive instructions 
of the Government precluded my compliance with any future requisition for the 
aid of the British troops till entirely satisfied and assured of the justice and 
expediency of the measure which those troops might be required to support; and 
I should be wanting in candour to his Excellency, as well as in duty to my 
employers, if I neglected the present occasion of announcing those instructions 
to him, and the necessity of a strict adherence to them. 

33. His Excellency was visibly affected by the influence of the foregoing 
remarks ; and after some further conversation on the subject of them, he took 
down, in pencil in his own writing, the terms of an agreement, with a reference 
to the conduct of Ameens and Tehsildars, which he promised to insert as a 
qualification of his rejection of my original proposal, dcclaringat the same time, 
with earnestness and apparent candour, that it was never his intention to with- 
hold from me anv information that I might desire, but that the conduct of his 
officers had frequently been such as to prevent his deriving or conveying satis- 
factory information regarding their proceedings. 

34. With this observation our conference of the 30th ultimo ended ; and on 
the 1st instant I had the honour of receiving from his Excellency, in a short 
letter of that date, the second amended paper of replies, which forms the ISlh 
number of this despatch, and which being still extremely unsatisfactory, occa- 
sioned first my short letter to the Vizier of the same date (No. 13), a translation 
of which is enclosed, and afterwards, on the 2d instant, a remonstrance of greater 
length, in the form of a letter also, of which No. 14 is a copy. 

35. His Excellency took two days to deliberate on the subject of ray letter 
above referred to ; and his confidential minister, Diakrishen, having now 
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returned from Sooltanpore, and being daily closeted with his Excellency, I had Political 

strong ground for suspecting that some further evasions were' meditated, and 3*Mavl8II** 
that pretexts for those evasions had been furnished by the Dewau, and were 

actually under discussion. ^ Letter 

from Resident at 

36’. With the view of counteracting the pernicious counsels and designs of • Lucknow., 
this person, and accelerating the satisfactory conclusion of my own discussions 
with his Excellency, I waited on him on the ntorning of the 4th instant, and 
expressed-my surprize and concern at the apparently unnecessary delay which 
had occurred in his bestowing official form and authenticity on those engage- 
ments which he had cheerfully contracted at our conference of the 30th ultimo, 
and had even committed to writing, with his own hand, in my presence. I 
reminded him of the long period which had elapsed since his receipt of the 
(Jovernor-Gcnerars letter, and of the mitural anxiety of the Government to be 
informed of his Excellency’s sentiments and resolutions, with a reference to the 
important subject of that letter. 1 hinted at the strange reports which 1 had 
lieard respecting the agitation of his Excellency’s mind by - the counsels of some 
new advisers, and entreated him dispassionately to compare the nature and cha- 
racter of their advice with the suggestions which I had conveyed to him, in the 
name of his best and siucerest friend, the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral in Council. 

37. His Excellency frankly avowed, that his mind had been greatly dis- 
turbed since the receipt of my last letter; that he had actually written an answer 
to it in terms which he disapproved on reflection, and had now resolved to sup- 
press ; that he trusted entirely to my friendship ; that his engagements should be 
inserted as agreed on, and transmitted in the course of the day; and that every 
thing being now amicably settled between us, the pleasures of our hunting excur- 
sion would, be hoped, be free from alloy. 

38. A suitable answer on my part put an end to our conference of the 4th 
instant ; and in the evening of that day I had the satisfaction of receiving from 
his Excellency the letter of which No. 15 is a translation, with (No. I6,) its 
inclosure, the concluding number of this dispatch. 

39. His Excellency the Vizier moved out of his capital to camp, at Uie dis- 
tance of five miles, on the morning of the 7 th instant, and I have this day joined, 
and had the honour of breakfasting with his Excellency, who appeared in high 
spirits, and received me with perfect cordiality. 

I have, &c. 

Vizier’s Camp, Mundeeawn, (Signed) J. Baillik, 

8th April 181 1. Kesident. 


No. I. 


Remarhs hy His Excellency the Vizier on the Governor-GcneraPs Letter. 

Received 2c/ March 1811. 


(First.) 

The satisfaction with which I ob- 
served your Excellency’s acquiescence 
in the judicious arrangements suggested 
by the Resident, with a view to the 
settlement of those districts on princi- 
ples calculated to obviate the occur- 
rence of those disorders which have so 
repeatedly required the employment of 
the British troops, and to secure the 
regular realization of your revenues, 
has been greatly impaired by perceiv- 
ing the obstacles which the conduct of 
your Excellency's officers had opposed 

to 


1 do not recollect that, with a refer- 
ence to the affairs of Sooltanpore, I ever 
agreed to a proposition Mdiich was not 
carried into effect, nor that you ever 
suggested any measure that was not 
complied with ; cxcc[)t, indeed, the 
proposal of sending llukcem _ Mebcii 
Alee Klian to those districts, which was 
set aside out of mere necessity, and 
from a consideration of the unsettled 
state of his own Elaka. You yourself 
have acknowledged that what you sug- 
gested was carried into effect, and that 

1 issued 
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to the execution of the very measures 
which they were employed to facili- 
tate. 


(Second.) 

.^ml your Excellency further, en- 
gaged always to advise with, and act in 
conformity to, the counsel of the officers 
of the Honourable Company. 

With reference to this particular sti- 
pulation, the late Governor-General, 
Marquess Wellesley, in a paper which 
he delivered to your Excellency under 
his seal and signature, at the period of 
his visit to Lucknow in the year 1 802, 
purporting to be a memorandum of the 
final result of the discussions between 
your Excellency and his Lordship, ob- 
served that your Excellency had enga- 
ged to advise with the British Govern- 
ment, and to conform to its councils, 
in the establishment of an improved 
system of administration within the re- 
served dominions, and also in all affairs 
connected with the ordinary govern- 
ment of those dominions, and W'ith the 
usual exercise of your Excellency’s es- 
tablished authority. 


(Third.) 

It would greatly facilitate the col- 
lection of the revenue, as well as in- 
crease 


I issued my orders to the Aumils in; 
conformity with your suggestions. 

I transmitted for your information 
the arzees which 1 received from Dyak- 
rishen and Mohummud Ashruff, denying 
the exaction of any heavy assessments 
of the country. If you can produce 
any letters or written documents of 
mine, in which I first agreed to a pro- 
posal and then retracted my consent, 
be pleased to send them for mv pern- 
sal. 


I am perfectly dispo.sed to comply 
with the suggestions and advice of the 
Honourable Company’s officers, and to 
adopt the measures which they recom- 
mend for carrying into effect an im- 
proved system of administration, to be 
executed under my own authority and 
by my own officers, in the terms of the 
paper delivered to me under the .seal and 
signature of the Marquess Wellcslev, a 
portion of which is copied below. 1 
shall accordingly appoint Ameens; 
and after consulting with you and dis- 
cussing the subject fully, whatever we 
may hotl) determine sliall be strictly 
adliercd to. 

Copy of the portion of the paper 
delivered by Manjuess Wellesley, refer- 
red to above. 

“ His Excellency has engaged to 
“ establish within his reserved domi- 
“ nions .such a system of admiuistra- 
“ lion as shall be conducive to the pros- 
“ perity of Jiis subjects, and be calcu- 
“ laled to secure the lives and proper- 
“ ty of the inliabitant.s. This system 
“ of administration is tf) be carried 
“ into effect by his Excellency’s own 
“ officers and servants, and by his 
“ (iwn autlioiity. IJis E.xccllcncy has 
“ likewise engaged to advise with, and 
“ act in conformity to the counsel of 
“ the officers of the Honourable Com- 
“ pany. 

“ In the establishment, therefore, of 
“ an improved sy.slem of administra- 
“ tiou within the reserved dominions, 
“ and also in all affairs connected with 
“ the ordinary government of these 
“ dominions, and with the usual ex- 
“ ercise of his Excellency’s established 
“ authority, the Vizier has engaged to 
“ advise with the British Government 
“ and to conform to its counsels.” 

You will be pleased to state, in a 
distinct manner, how the real state and 

resources 



crease the future resources of the coun- 
try, if the assessment of the Untls 
tliroughout the country should be re- 
gulated by the real assets of the several 
districts, to he ascertained by actual 
investigation, and be fixed for a certain 
term, aud if that assessment should be 
increased only in proportion to the aug- 
mentation ot resources in the several 
districts, which might be expected to 
arise from an improved systein.of adr* 
ministration. 

(Fourth.) 

The districts should be given > in 
charge to persons of established and 
respectable character, and of undoubted 
qualifications. Their tenure should be 
extended and secured to them whilst 
their conduct should continue to merit 
the confidence of their sovereign. 

Fixed salaries should be assigned to 
them, and they should be allowed to 
derive a profit from the augmentation 
of the resources in their respective dis- 
tricts : an augmentation, however, 
uhicb should depend not on the over 
assessment of the lands, but on in- 
creased cultivation and population, 
which will be the necessary conse- 
quence of the introduction of a just 
and moderate system of administration.. 

(Fifth.) . 

The revenues to be paid by the Ze- 
mindars, Renters, and Ryots, should 
be fixed, on a full investigation of the 
capacity of the lands, by written engage- 
ments, which should be guaranteed by 
the State, and no more than what is spe- 
cified in those engagements, should on 
any account be exacted from the parties. 

(Sixth.) 

The Zemindars and others with 
whom these engagements are contract- 
ed, should have the privilege of appeal- 
ing to the authority of the Government 
against any violation of them on the 
part of the Aumils, who would thus be 
restrained from oppression and exac- 
tion ; and a similar restraint should be 
imposed on the landholders and far- 
mers, with respect to the engagements 
which they may take from others. 

(Seventh.) 

And those districts have now, I un- 
derstand, been parcelled out to a num- 
ber of petty farmers, without any re- 
duction of the terms, and under cir- 
CQinstBiices which preclude the possibi- 
"^y of the due realization of the reve- 


rcsduroca of thd country can be asceri-' 
tained. 


Comoltetion^ 
m Virier V • 

Bcmarku ou llic 
Govemoi-Ciencrar* 
Letter. 


You wall also be pleased to state ttr 
me, where I' can procure such persons 
of established and respectable charac- 
ter, and of undoubted qualifications, 
that when procured they may be nomi- 
nated accordingly ; but if afterwards 
they alter their conduct, so as to re- 
move my confidence from them, you 
must also tell me where others, possess- 
ing those qualities, can be found, to be 
appointed in the room of the former, 
and how the qualities of men can be 
ascertained to my entire satisfaction. 


You will be pleased to state, in what 
manner a full investigation of tbp 
proceeds of the several tncliauls can be 
made. 


When I shall have ascertained, with 
your advice, the actual proceeds of the 
several meliauls, I will then cause eno 
gagements to be taken from tiie Aumib, 
Zemindars, &c. agreeably to the tenor 
of the draft which may be furnished by 
you ; and if any person act contrary to 
Ids engagements lie shall be punished. 


Whatever has hitherto been done by 
me, with a reference to' those districts, 
has been in conformity to the established 
usage of this countipr, and after every 
practicable iiKiuiry 'itito the real state 
of the mchauls ; not a single complaint 


c: V 
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(Eighth.) 

I have another motive, also, for ad- 
verting to this particular branch of the 
general subject, namely, a humane 
consideration for tlie fate of the depen- 
dants of your late faithful servant, 
Almass Alee Khan* who were unfortu- 
nately led to undertake the manage- 
ment of his districts on terms which it 
was not possible for them to fulfil, and 
who are exposed to the rigours of con- 
finement, and menaced with the con- 
fiscation of their property, for the 
liquidation of the balances of revenue 
occasioned by an immoderate assess- 
ment of the lands entrusted to their 
management. 


have I yet received from any of the 
Ryots, nor has any discontent or dis- 
turbance occurred in the making of the 
collections : nevertheless, if it be deter- 
mined, with or without a good cause, to 
alter the present system, I desire tliat 
you will point out such a manner of car- 
rying this change into effect, as may 
tend to my reputation, to the increase 
of the revenues of my government, 
and the prosperity of my subjects at 
large, and at the same time may not 
be contrary to those engagements al- 
ready entered into by me, so as in any 
degree to affect my reputation, or cause 
pecuniary loss. 


As the Governor-General has trans- 
mitted particular instructions to you 
on this subject, whenever you renew 
your representations, I shall be prepared 
to give you an answer. 


On this subject 1 shall transmit par- 
ticular instructions to the Resident, to 
whose representations, urged as they 
will now be under the express sanction 
of my authority, I entreat your Excel- 
lency’s favourable attention. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) .7. Bail lie, 

Resident. 


No. 2. 

Resident’s Resident's Answers to His Excellency the Vizier's Remarks on the Gmcrmr- 

Answers to the ' • General's Letter, Presented the Sth March 1811 . 

Viider’s Remarks, 

. I have derived considerable satisfaction from the general tenor of many of 
your Excellency’s remarks on the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s 
letter, because they evince a conviction, in your Excellency’s mind, of the 
importance and necessity of a complete nod immediate reform of the system of 
assessment and realization of the revenue in. your dominions, and a desire of 
obtaining information regarding the best practicable method of carrying that 
reform into effect. 

As it is by no means my wish or intention to revive any former’discussions of 
a disagreeable nature between us, or to suspend your Excellency’s attention to the 
future important ai rangemenls, by any retrospect of the past, I shall pass over in 
silence the remark with which your Excellency has commenced on this occasion, 
observing merely, M'ith a reference to the conduct of your officers in the dis- 
trict* 
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In short, I consider the districts of Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, notwith- 
standing all that we have lieard from Mohunnnud AshrufF and tl»e Aumils, to 
be at this moment, and after all the trouble which they have occasioned to both 
your Excellency and me, with the exception of the reduction of fortresses, which 
we owe entirely to the British troops, in a condition as far removed from good 
order and advantageous settlement, as they were in the time of Hoolas Sing. 
But the measures by which the future good order of not those districts alone, 
but of the whole of your Excellency’s dominions, is to be restored and perma- 
nently established, are now in our joint contemplation, and to the ddinektlon 
of those measures I shall therefore proceed immediately, and shall submit them 
for your Excellency's consideration, in the form of answers to your remarks. 

Your Excellency, in the second of those remarks, has declared your acquies- 
cence in my original proposals, that Ameens should be deputed to those districts, 
&c. (recapitulate.) 

Before proceeding, however, on the present occasion, to the adoption of this 
measure, let us first consider to what places the Ameens shall be deputed, and 
what duties they shall be required to perform. It appears to me to be indispen- 
sable, that a division of your Excellency’s dominions into four or five Zillahs or 
general departments, of proper extent, and then a subdivision of those Zillahs into 
districts yielding an annual revenue of from one to three lacs of rupees each dis- 
trict, be determined on and carried into execution with the least practicable 
delay. 

, Tlien let an upright and intelligent Ameen be selected for each of those districts ; 
and when your Excellency shall have made the selection, be pleased to inform 
me of the name, and character, as far as known to you, of the persons thus to be 
employed in offices of so high importance, that I also may endeavour to investi- 
gate their characters, and submit my opinion for your consideration ; after which 
let them be ordered to proceed to their districts, respectively, under written 
instructions for their guidance, a draft of which 1 shall have the honour of sub- 
mitting for your approval. 

In the third article your Excellency has doubted the practicability of ascer- 
taining the true revenue and resources of your country, aud has inquired how this 
is to be done, &c. 

The investigation and ascertainment of the revenue form the grand and sole 
object, and will prove to be the happy result, of the deputation of Ameens, as 
I have suggested. The duty of these Ameens, as prescribed by the instructions 
which I shall submit, will be to assemble and conciliate, in the first instance, 
the Chowdries, Conoongoes, and Putwarries of the several districts under their 
charge, and then to require from those officers the wdiole of the revenue papers 
of every village distinctly^ for a period of ten years, with the wasilbaokec 
accounts of the last and preceding years, and the scheme or register of the settle- 
ment for the year now drawing to a close. Those papers, after the minutest in- 
vestigation which may be practicable, to be transmitted, under the signature of 
the revenue officers, to the Presence, when your Excellency and I shall consider 

them. 


trjets of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, that tlie suheme of a triennial settlement 
for those districts, which was the first and most essential requisite towards a just 
and beneficial arrangement for the future management of the districts, as 
repeatedly and earnestly suggested by me, and as often promised by your 
Excellency, has not even yet been produced; and that although both your 
Excellency and I have been frequently told by your Aumils, aud by Mohuranmd 
Ashruff in particular, that a moderate assessment has been made, and an advan- 
tageous settlement concluded, or nearly concluded, in all the districts under 
his charge, neither your Excellency nor I have yet been informed of the jumma 
of any one estate or village in the country, nor has a single revenue paper, of 
any description whatever, been hitherto submitted by the Aumil, whose duty it 
unquestionably was to transmit copies of all the engagements of the Zemindars, 
and vouchers of the statements in those engagements, for your Excellency’s 
knowledge and approbation, before the settlements were concluded. 
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them> and be eeabled to form an accurate judgment of the real reaources and 
asaeta of emy district in your dominions. 

In the fourtl) article your Excellency has desired me to inform you where in- 
telligent and upright men are to be found. 

The absence or deficiency of such men as your Excellency has described is, 
in my opinion* alone to be attributed to the unhappy system of administra- 
tion which has long prevailed in your dominions, to the instability of employment 
under your Government, and to the danger of personal dishonour, as well as con- 
fiscation of property, which attends even temporary employment. Wlien those 
obstacles shall be happily removed by the improved system of your administration, 
your Excellency will find many able and upright natives, desirous of employment 
hi your service. 

In the provinces which your Excellency ceded to the Honourable Company, a 
majority, if not the whole of the native officers employed by the British Govern- 
ment as Tehsildars, &c. were the subjects of your Excellency’s dominions ; yet 
they, having entire confidence in the Government, performed their duties with 
diligence, fidelity, and zeal, to the advantage and satisfaction of their employers. 
On the same principle, under an improved system of administration for your 
Excellency’s dominions, your Excellency may be perfectly assured that many 
able and upright men will be found to fill those offices under your Government; 
and I will cheerfully take it upon myself to procure as many as may be neces- 
sary. The proofs of their capacity and integrity, if possessing those qualifica- 
tions, will hereafter fully appear upon an examination of the documents which 
they transmit from their districts respectively to the Presence ; and those only 
should he appointed Tehsildars, whose conduct as Ameens shall be ap- 
proved of. 

In the fifth article your Excellency desires to be informed of the means of 
ascertaining the real state of the mehauls. 

The real condition of the country will, I doubt not, be fully ascertained by the 
appointment of Ameens as I have suggested, and by their exertions in the 
manner pointed out in my answer to the third article, and in obedience to the 
instructions which I shall furnish. 

Your Excellency has stated in the sixth article, that when, with my advice, 
&c. 

The intention which your Excellency has declared in this article is highly com- 
mendable ; but the views of the British Government, as hinted at in the passage of 
the Governor-General’s letter, to which your Excellency has here referred, and 
detailed in bis Lordship’s instructions to me, are still more extensive in their na- 
ture, and far more beneficial in their consequences, than your Excellency would ap- 
pear to have conceived. When a satisfactory settlement of your Excellency’s 
land revenue shall be concluded, and when the appointment of capable Tehsil- 
dars in all the districts shall have taken place, the establishment of an efficient 
police, and of a court of justice in each Zillah will be earnestly recommended to 
your Excellency, as a measure manifestly indispensable to give complete effect to 
the salutary arrangements which precede, that so a sefiaration and distinction of 
the department of collection of revenue, in all its branches, from that of the dis- 
pensation of civil and criminal justice throughout the country may take place; 
that the subjects of your Excellency’s Government at large may have the gates of 
justice, and redress of grievances, open to them at all times ; that the hand of 
oppression or extortion in the Aumils, and collectors of revenue, against the land- 
holders and peasantry, may be restrained ; that the just demands of those Aomils 
and collectors against the landholders and peasantry may be enforced, if neces- 
sary, by the regular process of the law, and the revenues of the Government 
may thus be duly realized ; that the lives and property of the subjects may lie 
protected, and the detection and punishment of thieves and murderers may be 
ensured. 


Your 
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yiouf Excellency has stated, in the seventh article of your remarks, that your ucngnf Pafitl^l 
measures, with a reference to those districts, have been in conformity with tlie Co^uharions, 
established usage of the country, &c. 3 May I8ll. 

Although I have not heard that serious disturbances do actually exist in any AnsiT-'rs^nftiife 
other of those mehauls than Jugdeespore, yet the ruinous consequences of the Viz^erg^ttemlrts. 
present system of farming are equally to be apprehended in all of them, 
while that system shall prevail : and on this principle it is, that a total change 
of the system has been so earnestly recommended to your Excellency by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, as absolutely necessary 
and indispensable, to remedy the evils which exist. That the suggested reform 
will be productive of those benefits, will serve to increase your Excellency's repu- 
tation, and greatly tend to the increase of your revenue as well as to the welfare 
and prosperity of your subjects, cannot reasonably be doubted ; and, with regard 
to your Excellency’s apprehension of a breach of your engagements with your 
farmers, it must be sufficient for me to remark, that having originally remon- 
strated against those engagements before they were entered into with the farmers, 
having repeatedly and earnestly represented to your Excellency the ruinous con- 
sequences which they would produce, and the failure of my representations 
having occasioned the Governor-General’s remonstrance on the subject, it follows 
that your Excellency’s consignment of those mehauls, under the engagements 
which are now referred to, was in direct opposition to my advice, and to the 
counsels of the British Government; and consequently that your Excellency’s 
adherence to those engagements, or refusal to comply with my suggestions of 
reform on the ground of them, would necessarily now imply (which God 
forbid!) a departure from your engagements with our Government. Under 
these circumstances, I leave it to your Excellency to jmlge which of the 
two considerations is the most important. A departure from engagements with 
those farmers, which were entered into contrary to my advice, or in oilier words, to 
the terms of your engagements with the Company, if productive of loss to the 
fanners, may very easily be repaired, without injury to your Excellency’s reputa- 
tion ; whereas a breach of your engagements with the Company may be produc- 
tive of the most ruinous effects, and an adherence to those engagements must be 
beneficial in every point of view. 

Your Excellency has stated in the ciglilli article, that us tlie Governor-General 
has transmitted particular instructions, &c. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General has left little for me to add to 
his own earnest intercession in behalf of tlie depciidanis of Almass. Your 
Excellency cannot but be aware of the nature of iny original instructions 
on this subject, which were issued on the death of Almass (vide Chief Secretary’s 
despatch of the lOih of October 1808). In pursuance of those instructions, 1 
have repeatedly, and on various occasions, had the honour of addressing your 
Excellency in favour of many of the dependants of Almass, and more particularly 
after the death of Kuhmut Alee Khan in favour of his women, and after the 
dismission of Khanazad Khan (Mirza Jan), on the subject of the udjustment of 
hisaccounts, and the recovery of his demands from his subordinate Auinils. Your 
Excellency having been pleased to inform me, on one of the occasions in 
question, and in answer to my earnest representation, that I had nothing what- 
ever to do with the affairs or accounts of Mirza Jan, nor any title to address 
you in his behalf, it became my duty to report this discussion to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, who lias been pleased to notice it 
in his Lordship’s letter to ynur Excellency’s address, and not only to approve w.y 
former representations on the subject, but to direct that the discussion be now 
renewed) under the express sanction of bis authority, and be carried on to a 
satisfactory conclusion, by the equitable adjustment of the balances which are 
claimed from this unfortunate Autnil, so as to increase your Excellency’s repu- 
tation. 

Your Excellency will, I trust, do me the justice to believe, that I am by no 
means desirous of occasioning your Excellency’s loss in the adjustment of ac- 
counts with your Aumils ; and my recovery, on a former occasion, by your Excel- 

9 X Icncy’s 
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Bengal i ^iti r^i 161)0^8 particular desire, of the balances which were due by Alinass^ is a proof of 
Consultittiops, the sincerity of this assurance. 1 therefore take the liberty of suggesting^ that your 

i M ay 18 U. Excellency, as on the former occasion, will now also be pleased to furnish mp 

Kesidept’s ^ statement of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemp- 

Auswersto the tions which he pleads, that 1 may be enabled to form an accurate judgment on 
Ywisr’s Bemsii#. the case, and then to suggest to your Excellency what may appear to be roost 
advisable for the recovery of the just dues of the Sircar. Your Excellency may he 
fully assured, that after inspecting the documents which you may send to me, and 
ascertaining the just amount of your demands, I shall be ready to support thosa 
demands with all the influence of my station ; and that in the case of Mirata 
Jan’s refusal to discharge them, I shall myself submit to your Excellency the 
justice and expediency of his renewed and still more rigorous confinement. 

The foregoing are my detailed observations in answer to your Excellency’s 
remarks on the subject of the Governor- General’s letter. The concluding para<>' 
graph of that letter, however, which relates to Tujummool Hoosscin Kban*s 
jagier, having been passed over by your Excellency in silence, and I having, in 
consequence, at our last personal interview, not only submitted my own senti- 
ments on the subject, but also conveyed to you, in explicit though delicate terms, 
the sentiments of surprize and concern with which the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council had heard of the violation of rights, considered as 
under the guarantee of his Government, I naturally expected, as the result of 
those communications, iliat your Excellency would have ordered Tujummool 
lioossein Khan to resume the management of his jagier. Disappointed in this 
expectation, I now most earnestly request that, from a consideration of the extra- 
ordinary claims of this family to the favour of both States, your Excellency will 
be pleased, without any furtlier delay, to reinstate Tujummool Hoossein Khan 
in the unmolested possession of his jagier, as an act of justice on the part of youf 
Excellency, winch cannot fail to be gratifying to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council in the highest possible degree. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


No. 3. 

Proclamation. Draft of Proclamation. 

Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, Cultiva- 
tors, Ryots, and Peasantry at large of Pergunnah Zillah Suobah 

Oude. 

That whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people must ever form the 
leading objects of my care, and whereas the present and long existing system of 
farming out the districts, with a view to the realization of the revenues, lias 
appeared to be injurious to those objects, as affording to the farmers and Aumils 
the power of oppressing the landholders, and to the landholders of distressing 
their tenants, and others, the cultivators of the soil ; therefore, and with the 
friendly advice and concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government, 
whose interests are identified with my own, I have now fully determined to abolish 
the system of farming for ever, and to introduce in the room of it a system of 
assessment and collection of the revenues, by which the landholders, cultivators, 
and peasantry, being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and farmers, 
may with confidence proceed in the improvement and cultivation of their lands, 
paying only the just revenues of the Government, without failure or delay, and 
be in no ways liable to the oppression, tyranny, or extortion of any farmers or 
Tehsildars ; that thus the revenue and resources of the country may be yearly 
increased, the cultivation of the land be so extended and improved that in pro- 
cess of time no uncultivated land shall remain in my dominions, and that the 
frequent insurrections and commotions by which the landholders and peasantry 
are ruined, the expences of the Government increased, and general disorder 
excited, may now and for ever be at an end. 

With 
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■Wrtli » view cp carry this system into eifect, I have accordingly nomiqated and 
•puted able and upright Ameens into all the mehauls of my dominions. These 
paeens will immediately proceed to the several districts under their charge, 
here having assembled all the landholders, Alalgoozars, cultivators, and others 
the district, and having inspired confidence in their minds by apprizing them 
* my benevolent intentions, they will commence a diligent inouiry into the 
:tual state and condition of every town and village in the mehaui. "They will 
smand from the Chowdnes, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and Putwarries of the 
strict, a true and accurate description of each village and estate, of its waste and 
iltivated lands, of the condition of its inhabitants and peasantry, and the causes 
‘their actual condition. They will further require from those officers the 
veral revenue papers which are specified in a separate list with which the 
meens have been furnished, and they will submit immediately to the Presence 
e result of their investigations, respectively, with the several documents alluded 
, with the least practicable delay. 

You are therefore hereby commanded to attend the Ameen of your district 
imediately on his arrival within its limits, to confide in him as the servant of 
le Government, to convey to him every information regarding the state and 
indition of the district, which he may require and you possess, without the 
lallest partiality or reserve, and to produce and deliver every document which 
ay be required by him without any hesitation or delay, being obedient to his 
ders in all things, and considering his favourable or unfavourable report, as 
Ivanlageous or injurious to your interests. You are, at the same time, strictly 
uhibited from giving or offering to the Ameen, or to any of his deputies or 
rvanls, directly or indirectly, the smallest nuzzer, or bribe, or douceur, on 
ly pretext whatsoever. 

Consider these as tlie positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in 
ery respect. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident 


No. 4. 

Draft of Instructions to Jmeens. 

Having been nominated to the office of Ameen in the pergunnah of... , 

llah you will commence the performance of the duties of this office 

tb integrity and care, and act in all respects agreeably to the instructions which 
e here written for your guidance, assuring yourself, in the case of your able 
id upright discharge of the duties which are now imposed on you, tliat you 
lall Irereafter be appointed a Tehsildar in some other Zillah or district, with a 
itable salary and establishment, and that you will never be dismissed nor 
moved w^feovt proof of neglect, or breach of trust, or some valid ground of 
smission. 

Article 1. 

A proclamation, under the seal of the Government, addressed to the land 
>lders, officers of revenue, and peasantry at large, of the district to which you 
e appointed, will be furnished to you before you proceed, and it will be your 
>ty fully to comprehend and strictly to adhere to the tenor and objects of this 
oclamation. On your arrival at the sudder kutcherry of the pergunnah, you 
ill cause the proclamation to be stuck up in a conspicuous place ; and having 
sembled the Chovvdrics, Canoongoes, Mokudduins, Zemindars, Putwarries, 
^ of the pergunnah, you will explain to them its benevolent and salutary 
'Otents, and cause copies of it, in Persian and Hindee, to be promulgated in the 
»eral villages. Yon will also furnish a copy to each of the Seeghadars and 
ipectable landholders of the district, assuring tlicm of the favour of tbeGovern*^ 
ent in the case of their complying with its contents. 

Article 2. 

After performing what is stated above, the next and most important duty of 
'ur mbsioD is to ascertain the real state and condition of the pergunnah com- 
mitted 
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mitted to your charge; and this can only be accomplished by yonf obtiiinhijf 
possession of all the revenue papers having reference to former yeafSl It wi|f 
therefore, be your particular care to execute this duty with the greatest assiduity 
and zeal, considering the duration of your employment as dependent on its satis- 
factory performance. You will demand from the several Seeghadars the whole 
of the revenue papers which are specified in the schedule annexed : you will 
examine those papers minutely, and after satisfying yourself of their accuracy 
you will transmit them with a statement to the Presence. 

Lbt of Papers to be required. 

1. A list of all the villages of the pergunnah both aslee and dakhilee, under 
the signature of the Seeghadars, with a detailed statement of the jumma of 
village for the last ten years, bearing the signature of the Chowdries and 
Canoongoes. 

2. The-jumma-wasil-baukee accounts of the last and present year, viz. 1217 
and 1218 fusly, comprizing all exemptions and deductions from the revenue, 
the names of the landholders, or farmers, with the names of their respective 
securities, under the signature of the Seeghadars. 

3. An account of the assessment of the several villages as settled for the 
fusly year 1218, signed by the Seeghadars and Zemindars, with a teruj. 

4. Jummabundee, or estimate, of the unsettled villages, with a khusra under 
the signature of the Zemindars and Putwarries. 

5. Hesab-kird for the years 1217 and 1 2 1 8, signed by the Seeghadars and 
Zemindars. 

6. Copy of the kaboolcats granted by the landliolders and farmers, attested by 
the Seeghadars. 

7. A statement of the decrease of assessment of villages for the fusly year 
1218, under the signature of the Seeghadars and Zemindars. 

8. A statement of the increase of assessment of villages for 1217 and 1218 
fusly, signed by the Seeghadars and Zemindars. 

9 - Detailed statement of rent-free, or exempted, lands and villages, as also of 
nankar villages and lands, and of ready-money nankar. 

10. Established rules of durbundee and beggethce in the district, with reference 
to the laud revenue and sayer duties, &c. 

11. Detailed statement of the sayer duties, with a list of the several cliowkees 
for the fusly years 1217 and 1218. 

12. Statement of gross collections from all the villages for the fusly years 
1217 and 1218, till the conclusion of the settlement fur those years. 

IS. A mowazena, or statement of the number of begahs of every estate in the 
district, ascertained by actual measurement. 

14. A statement of the yearly nuzuranah, bhait, &c., of the Aumil, and other 
officers under him, signed by the Seeghadars and Zemindars. 

15. Itlak, or statement of tulbana, &c., exacted from defaulting landholders 
and farmers. 


Bengal Political 
Conaultations, 
SMay IBii. 

Instractions to 
Ameens. 


Article 3. 

As it is obvious that the Zemindars of ihe country, possessing hereditary and 
valuable rights in the soil, are more likely, from an apprehension of the loss of 
those rights, to be faithful to the Government, and to pay their revenues duly'i 
than any description of farmers, who, having no interest in the soil, do not scruple 
to embezzle the revenue, and to harass and oppress the cultivators, Ac. ; and as, 
independently of this consideration, it is desirable on every principle of justice, to 
maintain the Zemindars, and to make them responsible for the revenue, you W''* 
invariably keep those maxims in your view, and in no instance whatever, whei’^ 
tl*e owner of ine lands is to be found, will you transfer his riglUs to a faro)6r,JJO‘’ 
commit any business to the latter which the former is willing and qualihed to 

perforn)'- 
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nerform^ In cases of disputed right to a zemindarry it will be your duty to in> 
vestigate the claims, and to hold proceedings on the sut^ect, transmitting tl>e 
result of your proceedings with the sunnuds of every claimant for the final deci- 
sion of die Government 

Article 4. 

As many mehauls in my dominions are now under the mana^ment of farmers, 
and as they must have adopted their measures for the realization of the revenues 
of this year, by receiving and entering into engagements with the Zemindars 
and sub-farmers of their districts, taking security doubtless from some, it will 
therefore be the duty of the Ameens to inspect the engagements in question, and 
to enforce the payment of the just demands of the Aumils, agreeably to the 
kabooieat and Puttah, transmitting copies of those documents to the Presence, 
with regular accounts of the payments, under the signature of the Seegha- 
dars ; and it is further particularly desirable, that no just balances of revenue 
should remain after the close of the month of Jeith, or at all events after the 
end of Assaur 1218, when the collections of this year ihust terminate. 

Article 5, 

As a triennial settlement of tlie whole of the mehauls in my dominions has 
been resolved on, to commence with the ensuing fusly year 1219, so as to provide 
for the security of the landholders against any additional assessment till the end 
of tile stipulated time, and also to secure to the cultivator the fair profits of his 
industry, under engagements entered into with the landholder, for the foil term 
of the settlement, so that confidence and security may be established, in regular 
gradation, from the Government to the cultivator of the soil ; with the view of 
carrying this settlement into effect, you are required, in the beginning of the 
month of Assaur, when the Zemindars shall be finally relieved from the demands 
of the present Annuls, and their lands shall be freed from the visits of Peadehs 
enforcing those demands, to commence a personal tour and inspection of the 
district, taking with you some intelligent person well acquainted with the state of 
the country, either a Chowdry, Canoongoe, or Mirdaha, and to visit every 
village and estate observing as minutely as possible the quantity and quality of 
the latids, both cultivated and waste, the condition and character of the land- 
holders, Mokuddums, and cultivators, comparing their assets and means with 
the amount of the present jumma, encouraging them in the improvement of their 
lands, and placing proper persons in each village to superintend the progress of 
the cultivation : ascertaining further the necessity of Tuckavee(for which if neces- 
sary, and hereafter granted to the Ryots, their bonds, with proper security, pay- 
able at the end of Aghun, with interest at the rate of twelve per cent, and obliga- 
tions for the cultivation of tlieir lands, are to be taken, agreeably to a prescribed 
form). By tliese means, when the period for the triennial settlement shall arrive, 
the country will be in a proper condition, the true assets of every estate will be 
easily and satisfactorily ascertained, the Zemindars will have no pretext for 
resisting a fair settlement of the revenues, and no loss will arise to the Sircar. 
Instructions for concluding the settlement will be issued in due time from the 
Presence. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

S May ISIl. 

Instructions to 
Ameens. 


Article 6. 

A monthly allowance will be granted to you and your deputy, and other 

officers, at the rate of per lac of rupees of the juinma, to commence from 

the date of your appointment and continue till the end of Bhadoon, when your 
duty as an Ameen will terminate ; after which, if your conduct be approved 
of, you shall be ^pointed to the office of Tehsildar, with a suitable salary and 
establishment. The appointment of your subordinate officers in the station of 
Ameen and Tehsildar will be left at your own discretion, and their allowances 
play be fixed by yourselK But you are hereby strictly prohibited from demand- 
ing, or receiving for yourself, or for any of your deputies or other subordinate 
officers, and from admitting of their receiving, directlj’ or indirectly, any nuz- 
zers, bribes, or douceurs, from the Zemindars, Malgoozars, or Ryots, up^n any 
pretext whatsoever, and under the certain and unavoidable penalty of severe 

2 Y ■ . and 
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Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Tlie Vizier's 
Replies to tlic 
K esiden t*s A oswers. 


and exemplary punishiuent, in addition to dismissal from office without tlie hope 
of future employment. 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


No. 5. 

From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 12th March 1811.) 

In your answer to the seventh article of my remarks on the Governor-Gene- 
ral’s letter, you have stated that my consignment of those mehauls to the per- 
sons in question was in direct opposition to jour advice, and to that of the Britisli 
Government, and consequently that I might be said to have committed a breacii 
of my engagements with the Honourable Company, &c. 

The perusal of those expressions has occasioned the greatest distress and 
uneasiness to my mind. As 1 consider the introduction of such expressions into 
any of your letters as fraught with the most injurious consequences to myself, 
and totally unnecessary on this occasion, I return your official note, and beg of 
you, for tiie friendship subsisting between us, and with the view of relieving niy 
mind, to withdraw the expressions in' question, and send back your paper of 
remarks to me with the alteration whicli I require in its terms. A breach of 
engagement with the British Government was never, and can never be, in my 
thoughts. When you send back your remarks withtlie prescribed alteration you 
will also return this letter. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


No. 6. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 12th March 1811.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of this date. Being 
ever desirous of complying with your Excellency’s wishes to the utmost prac- 
ticable extent, I am perfectly ready to gratify you on the present occasion, by 
withdrawing the expressions which you object to, although I applied them after 
mature deliberation, provided that, by doing so, the accomplishment of the just 
objects of the British Government shall not he prevented or delayed. 

I have accordingly made an alteration in the language of the seventh article 
of my remarks, which though it still serve to convey my decided and unalterable 
sentiments on the measure to which it has reference, will, I trust, be approved by 
your Excellency, as greatly softened in the manner. 


Your Excellency’s letter is also returned with the paper of remarks agreeably 
to your desire. 


A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


No. 7. 

Replies by His Excellency the Vizier to the Resident's jdnsn^ers. {Received the 

QUt March m\.) 

With regard to what you have stated in the first of tliese answers, namely, 
“ that the scheme of a settlement for the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaub- 
“ ghur, which was the first and most essential requisite towards a beneficiu* 
“ arrangement,” &c. 

The case is this : that the causes of the delay in transmitting a perfect scheme 
of a settlement for the districts in question have already been explained to you, 
and that the non -arrival of a perfect selieme can orily be ascribed to some ot 

those 
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those causes. In the scheme which I received from the Aumils, it Is written Bengal pojWcai 

that a correct statement of diminution and increase in the jumraa would be 

afterwards furnished when the real assets were ascertained. I did not myself 

consider that scheme as satisfactory, and accordingly told you so at one of our The Vizier’s 

personal interviews. A document, therefore, which was considered as incor- Relies to the 

rect by myself, for what purpose should I send it to you ? With respect, again, ‘'S'^ent’sAnswers 

to your observation of our not having received the jumma-bundy of any one 

village or estate ; if a perfect scheme of the settlement had arrived, the jum- 

ma>bundy would have doubtless been contained in it : and with regard to your 

remark, that " notwithstanding Mohummud Ashruff’s and the other Aumil’s 

representations,” &c. ; every paper conveying information of the conclusion, 
or approaching conclusion, of the settlement of those districts, which 1 have 
received, copies of them have invariably been sent to you, because it is not 
my wish or desire to conceal any thing from you. 

In the second article you have stated, that “ it is first necessary to consider 
« to what places the Amcens shall be deputed, and what duties they shall be 
“ required to perform.” 

On the X8th Suffer 12QC) (1.5th March 1811), I issued orders to my beloved 
sons, ShumS'Ood Dowlah and Nuseer-ood Dowlah, and to other oflicers,to search 
for and procure some upright and able candidates for the situation of Ameens, 
who shall first be sent to those Elakas which you consider as in an unsettled state. 

The draft of instructions which you furnish shall first be discussed between us. 

Such parts as I may not approve or understand, after consulting with you, shall 
be withdrawn from it, and final instructions shall then be prepared and deli- 
vered to the Ameens, with orders to pay strict attention to them. But you 
must first detail to me the necessary qualifications of Ameens, that persons so 
qualified may be selected. In short, the Ameens must be chosen and appointed 
by me ; and with regard to the instructions to be furnished to them, those shall 
be determined on by mutual consent, and executed under my orders. 

In the third answer you have stated, that ” the duty of those Ameens will 

be to require from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, and Putwarries, the whole of 
” the revenue papers,” &c. 

I shall issue my orders to the Ameens agreeably to what you have suggested ; 
but I recommend that this measure be carried into effect by actual measure- 
ment of the cultivated and waste lands, and of lands capable of being culti- 
vated, in which case the exact measurement of the lands, as well as the amount 
of the jumma, will be ascertained, and the boundaries of villages will also be 
fixed, so as to preclude future claims or disputes among the Zemindars on ques- 
tions of unsettled boundary. 

In the fourth answer you have stated, that “ the deficiency of menof abilities 
** is," in your opinion, “ alone to be attributed to the present system of adminis- 
** tration in my dominions, to the instability of employment under my Govern- 
“ ment, and to the danger of personal dishonour,” &c. 

I have never broken my engagements nor retracted my promise in any way, 
so as to create want of confidence in the people ; on the contrary, many of 
the Aumils have broken their engagements with my Government, and I have 
knowingly put up with the loss and released them from confinement. With 
legard to those who are still confined, I have frequently required them, in the 
first instance, to liquidate their arrears agreeably to the statements prepared by 
roy officers, and atterw’ards to their own statements, giving credit for all their 
claims, nay for more than they could justly require; yet, destitute of shame as 
Well as honesty, they still retain the just dues of the Sircar. 

You suggest that ** such Ameens as shall perform their duties properly shall here- 
” after be appointed Tehsildars,” But, in this case, if the Ameens be previously 
informed, that after ascertaining the jumma of their Elakas and transmitting 
the revenue papers for ten years, with the wasil-baukee accounts, to the Pre- 
sence, they will, be appointed to the office of Tehsildar., it is probable that, for 
their own future advantage, they will knowingly lower the jumma and state a 
Ipss than the real amount. I therefore think it would be more advisable to 

separate 
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Bengal Politic#! separate the two -offices entirely; or, at all events, that no Ameen shaii be 
3 May^sn!’ «PPohited TehsUdar in the Zillah in which he may have acted as Ameen. In 

JL * this latter mode the Ameens who are found to be deserving may still be 

The Vizier’s rewarded, and the opportunity for fraud may be prevented. 

liepUes to the 

ResidcRt’sAnswers. In the sixth article you have stated, that *• the views of the British Govern- 
•* ment, as hinted at in the Governor-Generars letter to my address,*' &c. 

After the new system of assessment and administration of the revenue shall 
be carried into effect, an efficient police, and a court of justice, as recommended 
by the Governor-General and by you, shall also be established by my orders. 

In answer to the seventh article you have stated, that ** to remedy the evils 

which at present exist, a total chaise of the system has been earnestly recom- 
** mended to me by the Governor-General,” &c. 

What the Governor-General has recommended shall certainly be carried into 
effect. It is, of course, my particular desire, that the population of the country 
be increased, the happiness and prosperity of my subjects be provided for, that 
present or future loss of revenue to the Sircar be effectually guarded against, 
and that the revenues should yearly increase. If those objects can be accom- 
plished by the change of the present system, it is well, and 1 have no objection 
whatever. 

With regard to what you have stated, that ** my apprehension of a breach of 
** my engagements,” &c. 

Praise be to God, that as yet no breach of engagement has ever been com- 
mitted by me, nor can any take place hereafter. 1 have not, on the present 
occasion, done any thing unprecedented or new, that you should have 
advised me to desist from it. What I have done was in perfect confor- 
mity with the long.established usage of the country, against which no Re- 
sident at this court had ever hitherto remonstrated ; and thanks be to God, 
that no bad effects have hitherto arisen from the measures. Neither would 
any objection have been made in Calcutta to those measures, if you bad not 
written on the sul^ect : but your representations have, of course, occasioned 
what has happened. It matters not : you will now consider me as intent on 
carrying the new system into execution. 

In the eighth article you have requested me to furnish you with a statement 
of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemptions which lie 
pleads, &c. 

Khanazad Khan and his property were the property of Aimas.s, and Almass 
himself belonged to me, consequently Khanazad too is my property, and you 
have no right to interfere. My intention towards Mirza Jan shall be commu- 
nicated to you hereafter. 

The conclusion of the eighth article of your observations relates to Tujum- 
mooi Hoosein Khan's jagier. See. 

I am not inclined to bestow lands in jagier, because but a small portion of 
my territory now remains in my possession ; and if I continue to distribute this 
by little and little to jagierdars, I shall by and bye have no authority whatever. 
Further, as I have no intention whatever with a reference to this jagier but 
the preservation of my own authority over it, and the clear revenue, alter deduc- 
tion of expences, will still be paid to the Khan, why not permit the jagier, as 
at present, to be managed by the Aumil of the Sircar, so that no loss may be 
sustained by the Khan ? My authority over the lands may be maintained, and 
disputes between the Ryots of the khalsa and jagier may be prevented. 

With respect to my transferring the jagier to an Aumil of my own selec- 
tion without having previously consulted you on the subject The cmc w 
this ; the jagier has not been transferred to any new Aumih hut, Still 
mains in the hands of the person to 'whom it was formerly consigned, with 
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the entire consent of the jaghierdar : in addition to all which you may recol- Bengal Political 
lect that I mentioned to you on a former occasion, my desire of including the isi”’ 

jagier of Mudar-ood*Dowlah in the khalsa, for the reasons which are here - 

stated. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

No. 8. 

To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Slst March 1811, in Persian, 

and by the Resident’s hand.) 

On my receipt of your Excellency’s message by Ameer Hyder the day 
before yesterday, importing that your replies to my observations vrere nearly 
finished, and that procrastination was by no means your object, 1 had intended 
to submit to your Excellency, that as my observations contained little else 
than an explanatory detail of the subjects of the Governor-General’s letter, a 
reply to them seemed to me to be unnecessary, and that an answer from your 
Excellency to his Lordship’s letter, announcing the occupation of your mind 
in giving eifect to the system which he had recommended, and your 
acquiescence in the two concluding points of his letter, namely, the just 
and moderate settlement of your Excellency’s demand against Mirza Jan, and 
the restoration of Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, appeared to me to be 
all that was required on your Excellency’s part for the present. 

I was accordingly occupied in preparing a letter for your Excellency to the 
foregoing effect, when a paper, containing your replies to my observations, 
was just now put into my hands by your Excellency’s servant, Sooruj Bhan. It 
is impossible to describe to your Excellency the degree of surprize and concern 
with which I have perused and reflected on the contents of this extra- 
ordinary document. I shall not, for the present, convey to you the answer 
which it appears to require, because 1 am unwilling to place upon record the 
sentiments with which it has inspired me, without an obvious and established 
necessity that 1 trust will never occur j and, therefore, on Saturday next, I shall 
have the honour of waiting on your Excellency, to explain those sentiments in 
person, to submit for your serious consideration what appears to me to be indis- 
pensable towards preserving and strengthening the bonds of amity between the 
two States, and to convey to you more explicitly than 1 have hitherto done, the 
instructions with which I have been honoured by the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillic, 

Resident. 


No. 9. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written in Persian, in the Resident’s hand, 

aSd March 1811.) 

In compliance with your Excellency’s desire at our conference of this morn- 
ing, 1 have prepared, and have the honour of transmitting to you, the enclosed 
draR of the terms of the three articles of your replies to my observations, 
which were proposed and agreed to be substituted in the room of those to 
which 1 objected, and which your Excellency agreed to withdraw. 

With a reference to the only important article of the document in question 
which still remains unadjusted, namely, the selection and appointment of 
Ameens with my previous knowledge and concurrence, as your Excellency 
has been pleased to resist my earnest and repeated suggestions of the premriety 
eminent advantages of this truly salutary measure, it only remains for me 
to request that you will detail the grounds of your dissent to this important 

^ Z proposition 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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B«igal Pdlitiod proposition, in your answer to the Qovernor-Gen^rars letter, or m a letter .to my 
®<idrea?, aa was determined oh at our conference in the moraiagi 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident 


No. 10. 

Draft Replies. Dra/i qf Replies. 

Article Second. 

In conformity with your suggestions, a division and subdivision of my domi- 
nions shall be carried into immediate effect, and for this purpose Roy Dyak- 
rishen has already been summoned to the Presence, that the situation and 
extent of the several Zillahs and mehauls, and the amount of the jumma of 
each, may be ascertained from the records in his possession, after which, 
Ameens, possessing all the qualities, if possible, which are described in the 
Governor-General’s letter, and in your remarks, shall be deputed to all the 
ineliauls, and the instructions, proclamations, Ac., drafts of which have been 
submitted by you, with such alterations as on discussion we may mutually 
agree to, shall be furnished to all the Ameens. 

Article Eighth. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, the rigorous measures which have been hitherto adopted, with a refe- 
rence to Khanazad Khan, shall immediately cease, and a statement of the just 
balances against him shall be sent for your investigation. 

Concluding Paragraph of the Eighth Article. 

Although no injury nor loss could, in my opinion, arise to Tujummool Hoo- 
sein Khan, from committing the management of his jagier to an Aumil of roy 
selection, yet, in compliance with the Governor-General’s desire, the jagier 
shall be restored to tire Khan. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident 


No. 11. 

Amended Replies. Amended Replies from His Excellency the Vizier. {Recewed 29tlt March 1811.) 

Article 1. 

The same in sense as before, witli a trifling alteration in the words; 

Article 2. 

In the .second article you have stated, that “ it is first necessary to consider 
“ to what places the Ameens shall be deputed,” &c. 

On the 18th of Suffer 122(1, I issued orders to my beloved sons, Shutns*ood 
Dowlah and Nusseer-ood Dowlah, and to the other officers of my Government, 
to search for and procure some upright and able candidatea for the ^nation 
of Ameens. The drafl of instructions to the Ameens which you have fiif- 
Dished shall be attentively perused. Such parts as I may not approve, afler 
consulting with you, shall be withdrawn from it, and final instructiona abaU tbea 
be prepared and delivered to the Ameeoa ; and such division and subdif iaion 
of my dominions as you shall suggest, after discussiou between us, shall be car- 
ried into immediate effect under my authority and by my officers^ and for this 
purpose Roy Dyakrisben has already been auromoned to the Freaence, that 
the situation and extent of the several Zillahs and mehauls, and the amount of 
the jumma of each, may be ascertained from the records in his poss^'pOi 
after which the division and subdivision shall take place, and Ameens powissidg 
the qualities which are described in the Governor-GeneraPs letter shall be 

deputed 
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deputed by me to all the tnehauls. In short, the Ameens must be chosen and 
appointed by roe, and the >srhole system roust be established under my authority 
and by my officers with your advice. But the mode which you have sug- 
gested for the appointment of Ameens cannot be acceded to by me, because, in 
that case, it would be necessary that, after selecting proper persons fbr the office, 
1 should write to you to inform me who should be appointed and who should 
not be appointed. You will naturally approve of some and reject others, and I 
should be obliged to comply with your suggestions on this point : hence it is 
obvious, that thie selection and appointment, or rejection of the Ameens, would 
proceed under your authority, and that I should have no further power nor au- 
thority in the matter, but merely those of informing you and requiring your 
consent; and this circumstance being generally known, not one of the Ameens 
would be obedient to my orders nor regard my authority. 1 can never, there- 
fore, consent to the appointment of Ameens in a manner which would diminish 
my authority, more particularly as it is stipulated in the concluding part of the 
seventeenth article of the treaty concluded with the British Government in the 
time of Sir John Shore, that I shall possess full authority over my housb- 
** hold affiiirs, hereditary dominions, my troops and my subjects ;** and in the 
sixth article of the treaty of cession it is stated, ** that the Honourable the East- 
** India Company thereby guarantee to me, my heirs and successors^ the posses- 
** sion of the territories which will remain after the territorial cession, tc^ethCr 
** with the exercise of my and their authority within the said dominions ; and 1 
engage always to advise with, and act in conformity to the counsel of the 
“ officers of the said Honourable Company.” 


The same as before. 


Articles 3, 4, 6, and 7- 
Article 8. 


In the eighth article you have requested me to furnish you with a state- 
ment of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemptions which 
he pleads, &c. 

Khanazatl Khan and his property were the property of Almass, and Almass 
himself belonged to me ; consequently Khanazad too is my property, and you 
have no right to interfere. But in compliance with the wishes of the llight 
Honourable the Governor-General, which it is my duty and my inclination to 
attend to, the troopers and others placed over Khanazad Khan have been with- 
drawn, and two chupprassies only are over him. 


A statement of the just balances against him shall be sent for your inves- 
tigation. 

Concluding Paragraph of the Eighth Article. 

The same as before, with an addition of these words : ‘‘ Yet, in compliance 
“ with the Governor-General’s desire, the iagier shall be restored to the 
“ Khan.” 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baillik, 

Resident. 


No. 12. 

Second amended Paper cf Replies from His Excellency the Vizier^ (^Received 

the \ St April 1811.) 


Exactly as before. 
Also the tame. 


Article 1. 

Article 2. 
Article 9. 


The same as in the first paper of replies, with the following addition : “ And 
the Ameens having proceeded to their respective Elakas, all papers and docu- 
‘I meats rektive to the scheme of settlement, and of every other nature whatever, 
which they may transmit to the Presence, shall be submitted to your investi- 

“ gation. 


Benpaf Political 
CV>nVuitationi$^ 
May 18n. 

Amended lieplies. 


Second 

Amended liepUes. 
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■^ngal Political “ ^atbo, and copies of them shail be furnished for that purpose ; after which, 
s ^yTsu*’ “ if the papers or proceedings of any Auieen shall appear to you to be 

/ ’ in>prc»per, and you satisfy me of the impropriety of his proceedings, that 

Second “ Ameen shall be immediately dismissed, and another person stiail be selected 
Amended Replies. by me to succeed him. But if the proceedings and papers of the Ameen 
shall be approved, he shall continue in employment, and be appointed to some 
“ other district.” 

Article 4. 

The. same as before fvide first paper of replies), with an addition in die fob 
lowing terms ; ** and as it is your particular desire, that whenever an Aumil 
“ shall make a requisition for the aid of the British troops, you shall first be satis* 
“ tied of the truth of his statements and the Justice of his demands ; my orders 
shall therefore be issued to the Aumils, that on every occasion of a payment of 
*' revenue by the Zemindars, they invariably give a daknela, or receipt, under their 
seals, for the amount of that payment, to Uie Malgoozars, so that whenever an 
Aumil shall request the aid of the troops for the enforcement of any demands, 
*^the kabooleat or engagement of the Zemindar, which will be found among the 
** records of the-Government, may be submitted to your inspection, and a copy of 
it sent to you for this purpose, with copies of the dakhelas or receipts; and you 
** may be thus satisfied of the true state of the case before you direct thepunisli- 
“ ment of the Zemindars.” 

Article 6 . 

Ejcactly as before. 

Article 7* 

Do. do., leaving out the words “ that you should have advised me to desist 
“ from it.” 

Article 8. 

The same, in as far as it relates to Khanazad Khan, but in the conclusion of 
it, having reference to Tujummool Hoossein Khan’s jagier, the preamble is totally 
omitted, and there are merely the following words ; “ Altliough no injury oi- 
“ loss could, in my opinion, arise to Tujummool Hoosein Khan, from commit* 
“ ting the management of his Jagier to an Aumil of my selection, yet, in 
** compliance with the Goveroor'Generai’s desire, the jagier shall he restored 
to the Khan.” 


A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


No. 13. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknoa^. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st April 181 J, in Persian, in the 

Resident’s hand.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency's letter of this date, with 
your authenticated replies to the observations wliich I had tlie honour of sub- 
mitting to you in my letter of the 9th ultimo. 


Observing aii essential difference between the terms of several articles 
contained in this document and those which were agreed on at our conference, 
and recollecting your Excellency’s repeated assurance that this unpleasant dis- 
cussion should terminate before your hunting excursion commenced, I am at 
a loss in what manner to reply to your Excellency’s other letter of the same date, 
announcing the day of your march to be Saturday the 6’th instant. For the 
present, in compliance with your Excellency’s desire, I have instructed the 
commanding officer of the troops to hold a battalion of Se^ys in readii^s to 
attend you. But I trust that your 'Excellency will lose no time in reconsidering 
the document whicli you have sent tome, reflecting on the terms of ourajj^eement 
at our last conference, and informing ine of the result of your deliberation. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

No. 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2d April 1811.) 

Immediately on my receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 1st instant with 
its enclosure, I addressed a note to you in my own hand-writing, expressive of 
my concern at the essential difference which appeared to me between the terms 
of some of your Excellency’s replies and those which were agreed on at our 
conference. 

1 now, in compliance with the desire communicated through the medium 
of Ameer Hyder, proceed to explain to your Excellency the difference to which 
I ha vealluded. 

With a reference to the measure of appointing Araeens with my previous 
advice and concurrence, which your Excellency has expressly rejected, 1 had the 
honour of stating to you at our conference, that supposing, for the sake of 
experiment, the acquiescence of the British Government in your Excellency’s 
appointment of Ameens, without previously consulting the Kesident, in what 
manner, I would ask, was the conduct of the several Ameens, under the 
instructions which I have suggested, to be hereafter judged of by me, or cor- 
rectedj if necessary, by your Excellency ? And further, after the settlement 
of the country under the new system should be concluded, and Tehsildars 
should be nominated and established for the future collection of the revenue, 
in what manner was the Resident to be satisfied of the proper conduct of 
those Tehsildars, of their strict adherence to their engagements with the land- 
holders, and of the justice of alt their demands, which our troops might be 
called upon to enforce, and to which it was now my bounden duty to refuse my 
Support or assistance, until satisfied of their justice in every respect ? 

After a long discussion of those questions, your Excellency was ultimately 
pleased to agree, with a view to my satisfaction on the first point, that all the 
proceedings of the Ameens, and copies of the several papers which they might 
transmit to the Presence, should be explained and forwarded for my information, 
and that my opinion of those proceedings and papers, after investigation and 
discussion with your Excellency, should guide the continuation of the Ameens, 
or their dismission from the several offices to which your Excellency had origi- 
nally appointed them. 

For my satisfaction on the latter point, namely, the conduct and proceedings 
of the Tehsildars, your Excellency was pleased to assure me, that copies of all 
the engagements, whether kabooleat, putta, ekrar-nnmah, or other obligation 
whatsoever, which might be received or entered into by the Tehsildars, should 
be furnished for my iuforiuaiiou ; and you were further pleased to declare, that 
an engagement to this cftect should be inserted in the second article of 
your replies, and follow the detail of your objections to my original proposition 
regarding the Ameens, or should be conve\x*d by a separate letter to my address, 
under your Excellency’s signature or seal. 

Your Excellency, I admit, has inserted the former of those two engagements 
in the document which is now before me ; but it is omitted in its proper place, 
and is subjoined to the third article of your replies, with which it has no con- 
nection whatever : and with regard to the second engagement, namely, that of 
your furnishing me with copies of the proceedings of the Tehsildars, your Excel- 
lency has not only introduced it in a wrong place, as the conclusion of the fourth 
article, but has also been pleased to limit its beneficial influence in a manner and 
degree which could never have been in my contemplation. In fact, by the terms 
of this second engagement, neitiier your Excellency nor I would possess nor be 
entitled to information, regarding the proceedings of any of the Tehsildars, until 
a commotion should be excited in the country, and then we should merely be 
apprized of the proceedings respecting such individual landholders or others as 
resisted the demands of the Tchsildar, and were actually in a state of rebellion. 

, Under these cir.cumstanccs, it becomes my indispensable duty to request tliat, 
III pursuance of your Excellency’s promise, the engagement having reference to 
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the Ameens, be inserted ia its proper place, as a qualification of the second 
reply, and in the terms of the conclusion of the third ; and that a satisfactory 
assurance, having reference to the conduct of the Tehsildars, be also subjoined 
to the second article, as a further indispensable qualification of your Excellency’s 
continued dissent from my beneficial proposal. 

In the eighth article of your Excellency's replies, having reference to Khana- 
zad Khan, though your Excellency have been ultimately pleased to acquiesce in 
the just and humane intercession of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, in behalf of this unfortunate Aumil, and the ends of justice and 
hunoanity be consequently answered, yet as your Excellency has persisted in the 
assertion of your right over the person and property of Khanazad Khan as over a 
slave, notwithstanding my repeated and apparently, nay avowedly, satisfactory 
arguments, against the legality or justice of this claim, it lias now become my 
duty to convey to you, m more explicit terms than I wished, the grounds on 
which I solemnly deny that the right in question can be admitted. 

Almass Alee Khan is declared and allowed to have been purchased, or acquired 
as a slave, by one of your Excellency’s ancestors ; yet tbe original slavery of 
Almass, or the right of property in your Excellency’s ancestors over him, if 
tried and determined by the tenets of the Mabomedan law, would be found 
to be utterly untenable ; in addition to which, the known circumstances of his 
having" been employed as an Aumit or farmer of a large portion of the country 
during three successive Governments, and having annually required and obtained 
from his Sovereign acquittances of the revenue for which he was bound, are so 
totally inconsistent and incompatible with the condition of a slave, as to pre- 
clude the necessity for further argument. But admitting, for argument’s sake, 
that Almass was your Excellency’s slave, Khanazad is not the son nor the slave 
of Almass, that he stiould be the heir of his ancestor’s bondage. He is a mussul- 
man of known parentage, and tbe adopted child of Almass ; and that a mussul- 
nian, the adopted son of a mussulinan, should be a slave, is as contrary to the 
Mabomedan law as it is contrary to reason and justice. 

To conclude, if the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council, under 
whose express sanction and command I have the honour of addressing your 
Excellency in behalf of Khanazad Khan, liad considered this unfortunate person 
and his property in the light in which you have viewed them, your Excellency 
would never have been troubled with my intercession in his behalf. 

I earnestly suggest the propriety of your Excellency’s departing from tliis claim, 
and abridging the terms of the eighth article of your replies, as you have very 
properly done with a reference to the conclusion of that article. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


No. 13. 

From His Excellency Uie Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident. (Received the 

4th April 1811.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 1st instant, in answer to mine of the 
29th ultimo, suggesting an alteration in the terms of some of my replies to your 
observations. 

In compliance with your suggestions, I have made the necessary alterations, 
and transmit to you a new paper.containing tliem. Return my former replies. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

No. 
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No. 13. 

7%irrf amended Repties from His Excelkncif the Vhkr. ( Received the 4th 

Jpril 1811.) 

Article l. 

As in the first amended replies. 

Article 2. 

As in the first amended replies, witli tlie following additions : ** And the 
** Ameens having proceeded to their respective Elakas, all papers and docu- 
“ ments relative to the scheme of a settlement, and of every other nature what- 
“ ever, which they may transmit to the Presence, shall be submitted to your 
" investigation, and copies of them shall be furnished for that purpose j after 
“ which, if the papers or proceedings of any Ameen shall appear to you to be 
improper, ana you satisfy me of the impropriety of his proceedings, that 
Ameen shall be immediately dismissed, and another person shall be selected 
“ by me to succeed him ; but if the proceedings and papers of the Ameen 
snail be approved, he shall continue in employment and be appointed to some 
“ other district. Further the papers transmitted by those Ameens which may 
« be finally approved with your advice, shall be given to the Tehsildars, with 
“ strict orders to abide by them in forming the settlement of the districts ; and 
** after the settlement is concluded, to transmit all the original engagements of 
the Malgoozars, such as ekrar*namah, kabooleat, malzamin, and hazir 
“ zaminee, with copies of the puttahs which they grant, to the Presence, for the 
“ purpose of being recorded, keeping copies for their own guidance ; and for all 
“ payments of revenue which are made, to grant dakhelas Or receipts under 
** their seals, that so, if at any future j>eriod a Telisildar represent to the Pre- 
“ aence the failure of Zemindara in their engagements, or resistance to the autho- 
** rity ofthe Tehsildar, requiring troops to coerce them, the several engagements 
of the Zemindars, which will then be on the records of the Government, may be 
“ ready for your inspection, and copies of them, with copies of the dakhelas, 
“ shall accordingly be sent for your perusal, that after satisfying yourself of the 
“ rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, and their actual breach of their engage- 
ments, you may take measures for their coercion and punishment.” 

Article 3. 

As it stood in the original replies, without any addition or alteration. 

Articles 4 and 6, 

As in tlie original replies. 

Article 7- 

As tn the second amended replies. 

Article 8. 

In the eighth article you have requested me to furnish you with a statement 
of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemptions which he 
plead.s, Ac. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Right Honourable the Governor-Ge- 
neral, which it is my duty and my inclination to attend to, the troopers and 
others placed over Khanazad Khan have been withdrawn, and two Chupprassies 
only are over him. A statement of the just balances against him shall be sent 
for your investigation. 

Conclusion of article eight as in the second amended replies. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow^. 

Sir : 

1. lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated the 8th 
ultimo, reporting your proceedings under the instructions of Government, 
contained in my letter of the 28th of December 1810. 

2. His Excellency in Council duly appreciates the arduous nature of the 
discussions which the peculiar character and disposition of his Excellency the 
Vizier produced, in the progress of your endeavours to obtain his Excellency's 
consent to the scheme of reform so earnestly recommended by this Government, 
and considers the conduct of the negociation to be highly creditable to your 
judgment, ability, and address. The issue of the application in favour of 
Mirza Jan, and for the release of Tujummool Hoossein Khan’s jagier, is a 
subject oT peculiar gratification to Government. The satisfaction which his 
Excellency in Council derives from the result of the negociation relative to the 
question of reform, as far as it has hitherto been made known to him, is however 
qualified by the reflection, that the Vizier’s acquiescence in the main points of 
3 ^ur proposed arrangements must be ascribed more to the energy and firmness 
with which you have urged them, than to a cordial admission, on the part of 
his Excellency, of the expediency of the suggested measures, and to a sincere 
desire to carry them into effect. 

3. The system of proceeding which you proposed to the Vizier as the basis of 
a reform of the internal adnrinistration, appears to the Vice-President in Council 
to be generally judicious, and the most effectual that could be devised, under 
the disadvantages arising from the inherent vices and defects of his Excellency’s 
Government. Upon one point alone the Vice-President in Council entertains 
considerable doubt; not, however, on the abstract ground of expediency, but 
Upon that of public faith, as affected by a resumption of the farms before the 
expiration of the leases, and with or without the consent of the farmers. His 
Excellency in Council observes, that the Vizier himself has urged this objec- 
tion; but he is not entirely satisfied of the solidity of the argument with which 
you met that objection, because, admitting even the constructive violation of his 
engagements with the Company whicii you have maintained, it could not be 
considered to affect the validity of a contract between tlie Vizier and his farmers, 
and it seems peculiarly unadviseable to commence a system of reform in the 
principles of an administration by a breach of public faith. Government would 
t.bercf’ore recommend, in all practicable cases, a compromise with the farmers, 
but in none a compulsory resumption of the farms. 

4. The only essential article of your propositions to which the Vizier appears 
ultimately to have withheld his consent, is your participation in the selection and 
appointment of Aineens. Whatever may be the opinion of Government with 
regard to the importance of this pariicipalion, his Excellency in Council 
approves your having ultimately yielded the point ; first, because some doubt 
may be entertained of the right of the Briiish Government to insist ujioii 
having a voic4: in tire appointment of the Vizier’s officers, even for the execution 
of measures prosecuted under the influence of its counsels; and secondly, 
because the object will, in some degree, be attained by the compromise to 
Avhicb his Excellency has assented. 

5. Tlie Vice-President in Council will be glad to learn that the Vizier has 
adopted the proclamation,, and the instructions for the guidance of the Ameens, 
which you submitted to him, and which appear to his Excellency in Council to 
have been drawn up with much judgment. 

6. The Government will expect with solicitude your report of the further 
progress, and effect of your endeavours for the accomplishment of an arrange- 
ment, not less important to the interests of the British Government tlian to 
those of the Vizier’s Administration. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 

3d May 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT 



OUDE PAPERS. 


185 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 7th June 1811. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the 
Honourable the Vice President in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which 
have passed between me and Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the 
troops at Pertaubghur. 

2. It will be satisfactory to his Excellency in Council to observe from these 
documents, that the highly important service, on which Colonel Palmer was 
employed, has been brought to a successful termination, without any of the 
casualties of warfare, and that the detachment has returned to its cantonments 
at a proper season of the year. 

3. Both His Excellency the Vizier and myself are disposed to ascribe the 
peaceable surrender of so many strong fortresses, and the submission of all the 
Zemindars in the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur to the conciliatory 
and judicious conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, whose proceedings in 
command of the detachment have uniformly merited and received his Excel- 
lency’s entire approbation. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

18th May 1811. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to report to you, that it is my intention to move from 
hence on the morning of the 1 1 th instant towards J ugdeespore, from whence, as 
soon as I have quelled the present disturbances, and provided for the future 
tranquillity and security of thatElaka, I shall proceed onwards toward Dalinow, 
.securing the forts in that district, and putting them in the possession of the 
Nawaub’s officers, for the purpose of their being demolished, as soon as the 
necessary people for that purpose can be obtained, by which means I shall be 
able to return with my detachment to the cantonments at Pertaubghur by the 
middle of next mouth or the beginning of May at the latest. 

I am sorry I should be obliged to accpiaint you, that contrary to the inten- 
tions, and I believe the express orders of his Excellency the Vizier, the Aumil 
of the district of Sooltanpore has neither wailed on, nor sent any of his people to 
me since my arrival in it. 

1 have, Ac. 

Camp, Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. I’almeh, 

7th March 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1 have the honour to report to you, that my detachment w ill march to-mor- 
row morning in progress to Barellie, at which place the settlements both of that 
Elaka and of Dalinow will be completed, and any forts, which may yet remain, 
destroyed. 

I beg leave to call to your observation, that by the settlement of the two 
above-mentioned Elakas the object has been most completely obtained, in the 
entire adjustment of the revenues, and demolition of the various places of 
strength in the country, and the necessity of my detnehment remaining embodied 
any longer in this season consequently does not e.sist. 
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I propose, therefore, should I not receive from you any instructions to the 
contrary, returning to the station of Pertanbghur, taking in my way thither the 
district of Behar, for the purpose of dismantling any forts therein. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Miryasha Khana, (Signed) S. Pai-mer,_ 

!i!d April 1811. Lieutenant- Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir; 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2d 
instant. 

2. It is extremely satisfactory to be informed, that the highly important ser- 
vices on which your detachment has been engaged have been brought so near to a 
conclusion ; but it will be still more satisfactory to me, if before the return of your 
detachment from the scene of its active operations during a period of so many 
months, you can procure and transmit to me a declaration, under the seal of the 
Vizier’s principal officer, Mohummud Ashruff, to certify that all the forts and 
ghurries in the districts of Pertaubghur, Sooltanpore, and Barellie, have been 
taken by your detachment and destroyed, and that no Zemindar in those 
districts can be considered as [jossessing the means of further opposition to the 
Government. 

3. In transmitting the above document, it is further desirable that you convey 
to me a list of the several fortresses which have been destroyed by the detach- 
ment under your command, specifying the names of the Zemindars by whom 
they were occupied, and the districts to which they belonged. 

I have. See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baim.ie, 

4th April 1811. Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops in Pertaubghur. 

Sir ; 

1. I solicit the favour of your attention to the enclosed translations of docu- 
ments which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. The desire of his Excellency the Vizier, which is contained in the accom- 
panying letter, was anticipated in my letter to your address under date the 4th 
instant, and renders a compliance with my suggestion on that occasion more 
important, if not indispensable. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

7th April 1811. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 6th April 1811.) 

I hav'e received an arzee from Race Sahib Ram, with a paper of intelligence 
relating to the demolition of the fort of Gadewar, in the district of Sooltanpore; 
and I transmit for your information an extract from that arzee, and a copy of 
the akhbar which accompanied it. 

I request that you will direct the commanding-officer of the detachment to 
furnish you with a particular report of the demolition of the forts and ghurries, 
describing the condition to which they have been reduced, so as to render them 
unfit for any further purpose of resistance, and that you will communicate the 
same for my information. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailliie, 

Resident. 
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E-viTcuit from the Arsce of Race Sahib Ram, 7th Rubbee-ool-azpul 1226, 

QdApnllSll. 

I formerly apprized your Excellency of the departure of the Colonel's Chup- 
prassie, for the purpose of preventing the demolition of Bekeriolo, belonging to 
Bhugwunt Sing, Talookadar of Bhavalpoor, and of other villages of Pertaub- 
ghur, and likewise acquainted you of the continuance of the Chupprassie with 
that Talookadar. I am informed by a Hircarrah just returned from Pertaub- 
ghur, that the Colonel’s Chupprassie still remained with Bhugwunt Sing as late 
as the SOth ultimo. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAri.LiE, 

' Resident. 


Akhbar, 7th Rubbec-ool-axvul, 122(), April. 

Eseree Bukhsh, Talookadar of Gadewar and other villages belonging to 
Sooltanpore, was possessed of a serviceable fort in the former place, compre- 
hending a space of five begahs, and having four bastions and a cavalier with 
loop-holes. The gateway is to the west, and has on the top of it a bungalow 
pierced also with loop-holes. Tlie walls of the fort are made in the manner of 
dims, that is, of several substances mi;:ed with clay, to render it hard and 
durable. The side to the east is seven yards in thickness ; that to the south is five; 
those to the north and west are ten ; and all are twenty yards high. In the 
presence of the Colonel and Moluimmud Ashruff, the rennee which surrounds 
the fort, the bungalow on the gateway, and five yards of the height of the 
wall only have been destroyed by your Excellency’s bildars ; three bastions and 
the cavalier in the curtain have been blown up. The fourth bastion to the 
south-west, in depth ten yards, and in length fifteen yards, with its rennee, is un- 
touched, and the four sides to the height of fifteen yards are still remaining. 
The ditch which surrounded the ibrt was ten yards deep and seven broad. 
By the destruction of the rennee and part of the walls, three yards of the depth 
have been filled up : it still remains seven feet wide and seven deep. 

Within the fort there is a house pierced with loop-holes, and three rantees. 
Before the gateway, towards the south, there is a walled enclosure with loop- 
holes, formed ofirthe composition used in the walls of the fort, in breadth seven 
yards, and twelve yards high, and surrounded by a rennee with loop-holes also, 
which remains untouched. There is another unfinished enclosure which would 
take in three begahs in a state of forwardness. Two walls only of it to the 
north and east, formed with loop-holes, are finished and remain untouched. 
To the west and south of the fort, the jungle, extending a coss and a halti 
remains as it was. 

True translation : 

(Signed) .1. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 4th and 
7th instant. As soon as the papers required in your first letter cati be prepared, 
I shall have the pleasure of furnishing them for your infoimation. 

After a most careful and attentive perusal of the translations of the docu- 
ments sent to you by his Excellency the Vizier, 1 conceive it is expected I 
should answer to an implied insinuation, that the fort of Koorvvah (called in the 
arzeeof Raee Sahib Ram, Gadewar) has not been sufliciently demolished to pre- 
vent resistance to the authority of the Government. I must here beg leave 
to express my extreme concern, that his Excellency should deem the false and 
insolent assertions of his news-writer, who has not now for the first time 
employed himself in drawing up accounts on which references to me have been 
nfterwards made, worthy a moment’s attention. 1 beg leave to state, that 
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Respecting the demolition of Bekeriolo belonging to Bhugwunt Sing, I have 
to state, that it is represented as being a mere dwelling place, and not of sufficient 
strength or consequence to deserve notice. However, as it is situated near 
the cantonments, 1 ordered it not to be touched until I had an opportunity of 
examining it, which 1 propose doing on my return. 

Generally, on the subject of the present condition of the forts which have 
been visited by me and detachments f rom my force, I have the pleasure of repre- 
senting them as defenceless, and incapable of resistance against a British force. 
But 1 really apprehend that, should a spirit of resistance against the Nawaub’s 
officers induce the Talookadars to take up arms, the Aumils, unless assisted, 
would not be able to reduce them ; and indeed 1 don’t believe they would dare 
to. make an attack on a powerful Zemindar, or could attack one with a prospect 
of advantage, even if unsupported by a situation in a fort or strong position. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Dalmow’, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

11th April 1811. I..ieutenaut-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


Koorwah was blown up in my presence, and both in mine, and in the opinion of 
the artillery officer professionally employed, is so completely dismantled as to 
be at ail times accessible to an attack, and incapable of the slightest resistance, 
unless any repairs should be made, and the Nawaub’s officers so neglectful of 
their duty as to omit giving timely information. 

1 trust this explanation will be deemed satisfactory ; and it will afford me 
great pleasure to find that his Excellency will place such reliance on my atten- 
lion to my duty and zealous endeavours for his service, as will not be shaken 
by such unfounded allegations as those contained in the arzee of Raee Sahib 
Ram. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer. 


To J. Baitlic, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that the prolonged stay of my detach- 
ment at this place has been caused by the pressing instances q|' his Excellency 
the Vizier’s agent ; and he having now signified to me that the business will 
have been concluded by that period, 1 shall move towards Pertaubghur on the 
morning of the 29th instant. 


The entire settlement of the revenues of these provinces, previous to the 
force under my command quitting the field, will be so satisfactory to myself, 
and I conceive so wholly in concurrence with your views, that I have been 
induced to acquiesce, and sub.mit to the various and vexatious causes of delay 
which have occurred to protract my departure so much beyond the time I had 
reason to expect, and occasioned some slight infringement of your instructions 
not to remain out after the 1st of May ; but I hope you will think a few days 
of no consequence, when put in competition with objects of such importance. 


I have, &c. 

Camp, Dalmow, (Signed) S. Palmer, 

27th April 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


Letter from 
LicutenanuColonel 
Palmer. 


Sir ; 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

4th May 1811. 


I have the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment under my command 
returned to cantonments this morning. 


Herewith 



OUDE PAPERS. 


1S9 


Herewith I transmit you the list of the forts, ghurries, and fortified houses, 
which have been destroyed, and have the honour to be, &c. 

Pertaubghur, ^Signed) S. Palmer, 

the 4th May 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 

Detachment. 


Bengal Politioal 
Coii«ultation 0 » 
7 June 1611. 


List qf Ghurries in the Purgtmnahs of Ahmatie, Pertaubghur^ and Sooltanpore List of Ghurries, 
which have been destroyed by the Detachment under my Commandt from the &c. destroyed. 
^th qf October 1810 to the of April 1811, as cer^fied by the accompanying 
Document. 


No. Names of Ghurries. Names of the Owners. 

Purgunnah qf Ahmethee. 

llamnaghur Rajah Hurchund Sing. 

Ouira Chunaukic Taloukadar Jubba -Sing. 

Rajghur Babboo Bundah Leivah. 

J ugdeespore Babboo Ajeet Sing. 

5 Duckumgung Buksh Sing. 

Pooroobgung Byroo Deen and Nehal Sing. 

Shahgiiur Babboo Luo Gholam Sing. 

Kussrawah... Babboo Jcychund Sing.. 

Duckungung. Babboo Jeychund. 

10 Bohaurckpore Ruwmust Sing. 

Bingah HunwuntSiiig. 

Sylah Suntiner Sing. 

Molminudpore Banamy Bux and Sumaut Sing. 

Kbose Poonini Sing and Gbusen Sing. 

15 Cutaly Dooncah Sing. 

Sungra Ackbar Sing. 

Burra Rossey Deep Sing and Girraui Sing. 

Onurwah Deergudge Sing. 

Kawhhaar Doorgah Bnx. 

£0 Butgowah Molum Loll Opudeeab. 

Cannoo Babboo Jeychund Sing. 

Aesarra Bannu Bux. 

£3 Kamghur Toree Sing and Summand Sing. 

£4 Bunjimghur Surdeen Sing. 

Kussarra Abemaun Sing. 

Rossee Berroulce Bowanny Bux (not totally destroyed). 

Kooineah. 

26 Bunna Ticker. 


Fortified Houses, ^c. in the Purgunnah of Amethee. 


30 


35 


40 


Sungrampore. 

Daundoopore. 


J uogeepore. 

Bhyra. 

Nngmunpoorah. 
Puckum Doowar. 
Kororee. 
Hurrienpore. 
Surrawgh. 

DunniAr. 

Burbundah. 

Kusserrah. 

Purgunnah of Pertaubghur. 

Oinree 


Untoo 


Soojakhur 


Burbandah 


Nurwur.. 

3 C 


Taloukadar. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Doniiepoor 
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Haiwt of GtianrMt. 




Xiist <rf'>QlHitTt«, 
Ac. d n wy o d * 


Domiepoor ...ui 
Loll Gungs >..<4 

Dewlee 

g Suwuiua 


>% 


KamM of OwBon. 

Omect Sing. 

Hajah Behader Sing. 

Do. 

Seetu Sing. 


Ad^ar Ounge 
Deiteanpore . 

Laf^itn 

Chunnaulca . 
Durrawlee.... 
Mungapore. 

7 Petopore. 


In the Talooka tf DuUeepore. 

Loll Bundiiasoroe Buk 

.....4. .......... Deer Gopul Sing. 

Do. 

Gooljar Sing. 

Doorgali Pessaud. 


Dt fAe Tihoka of Puttee. 


Surbajeedpore 
Myddpore.... 
Singh Ghur .. 

Reypore. 

Diawah 

a Simboeah ..... 


Bussawun Sing. 
Gumbeer Sing. 
Dewan J ubber Sing. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Kytowllah 
^ Amowah 


In /Ae Talooka of KyivmHak. 

Kohur Sing. 

Do. 


Pwrgunnah ofSoolMipori. 

In the Talooka qT Burransak. 

Doonaposah Sing Ram Sing. 

S Ramghur Nnedan SK)g. 


In the Talooka qfCoosvar. 


Coowaf Koss Rajah£sereeBux(not totally destroyed.) 

Negawab Do. 

S Dewgeerah Do. 

In the 'Talooka tf Popper Gmt. 

Maeksoodum Dooncah Sing. 

Jumkoree Oinjga Sing. 

3 Looleah Dcerga Roy. 


In^tke TatooJfa (f Sauraungpotte. 

Kuppradee Omrow Sing. 

Kurroundee Do. 

3 Turpasundec... Do. 


In the Talooka of Amhut. 


I Dinnadea 

Hyatna Ghur Rissen fiinma Khan 

Soonarza Do. 

3 Cotch Gang Do. 

In the Talooka qf Buddeah "were four Gharries. 

4 Buddeah Koas Rostum Sing. 

Bui’sawee Do. 

Tukeida Do. 

7 Bunkepore.... 


Purgurmah qf "Sooltaripbre. 
is Sew Ghur Sungrani Slug. 


In 
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Ho. NamM of GhurriM, 


Namw of the Omwrg. 


In Hie Talooha of Ckcaui^ Pertaubghur. 


Rumpore BheekumSha. 

KotraU Surrubjeet Sing. 

Gurropore Baung Sookwer and Puddum Kmf, 

Urgunpore OmrowSing. 

5 Muckundpore Persaud. 

Bburhur Raj Sah. 

Sumtnaulah OnirowSing. 

Mucker Koolah Gunga Sing and Bowanny pe<;n. 

Chupprab Gurrine Sab. 

10 Bingarrah Zalim Sing. 

Shapore Surroop Sing. 

Suree Munga Pulwan Sing. 

Booinim Fully 

Burnee Surrubjeet Sing. 

Muloopore Jurour Sing. 

Boodooporc. 

Danopore. 

Sbakpore jooin. 

Jugdeespore. 
no Buddrah. 


Ooiisiiltattrai 
7 June 1811. 


Lilt of Gfaunrieii 
4rc.rdettn>]red. 


(Signed) S. Palmek, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

gjj, . troin Secretary to 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date 
the 18th ultimo, transmitting copies of your correspondence with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Paln>er, and reporting the return to cantonments of the detachment 
under the command of that officer, after a successful termination of the service 
on which it had been employed, and to signify to you his Excellency the Vice- 
President in Council’s entire concurrence in the favorable sentiments which you 
have expressed regarding the measures and proceedings of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer in the command of that detachment. 

2. You will, tlrerefore, be pleased to make known to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer the just sense which bis Excellency in Council eutertaina of the rncrits 
cf his conduct, in the successful execution of tl»e duties thus committed to liis 
charge. 

I iiave, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmoksto.ve, 

7lh June 1 8 1 J . Chief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 

Consultations, 

TAtf 215/ June 1811. 21 June 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 8th ultimo, 
1 have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information ^of toe 
Honourable the Vice-President tin Council, the enclosed copies and translations 
of further letters and documents which have passed on that important subject 
between his Excellency the Vizier and myself. 

2. The week state of my health, occasioned by an accident u^hioh befel ms 

on the morning off the 28th altiino, has precluded my having owy pors^al «on- 
^ farences 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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BM^P^cd ferences with the Vizier during much of the intermediate time from the date of 
despatch above referred to, and has restricted my proceedings under the 
* instructions of the Government on this subject, to the discussions in the accom. 

I-etter panving documents. 

Awn RMtdeot at 

Lucknow. 3. From those documents his Excellency the Vice-President in Council will 
not fail to observe, and he will notice perhaps with regret, that bis Excellency 
the Vizier, after consenting in a gracious manner, and with apparently perfect 
cordiality, to the principal arrangements which were proposed to him, has 
given way to some groundless apprehensions, and has urged many frivolous pre- 
texts for delay, with a reference to the adoption of the measures which he still 
considers himself bound to adopt, as well in virtue of the stipulations of treaty 
as in pursuance of his engagements with me. 

4. The nature of his Excellency’s apprehensions is sufficiently developed and 
exposed in the documents which are now submitted ; and his suggestion of a 
partial and experimental, instead of a general introduction, of the new system of 
assessment in his dominions, as conveyed by his letter of the 21st ultimo, under 
a modification of the terms of the proclamation and instructions to Aumils, 
which were submitted by me for his adoption, seemed to my judgment so nuga- 
tory in itself, and so manifestly intended and calculated to defeat the objects of 
the Government, that 1 had no hesitation whatever in rejecting that suggestion 
entirely, and insisting on his implicit adherence to the plan which 1 had 
proposed, and in which he had declared his acquiescence, by a formal 
and authenticated instrument conveyed in his letter of the 4th ultimo to my 
address. 

5. The tenor of your despatch of the 3d instant, which I had the honour of 
receiving on the 21st, though it exhibit a more liberal view than 1 was at first 
prepared to admit, of some branches of the general subject, has not tended to 
suggest to me, after mature deliberation, the necessity of any material dhange 
in the character of my proceedings or discussions with the Vizier. 

6. A resumption of any of the farms, which had been granted by his Excel- 
lency to individuals, before the expiration of their leases, and without the con- 
sent of the farmers, was certainly never in my contemplation ; and it was only 
with a reference to the districts which were formerly managed by Almass, and 
in which the recent arrangements had proceeded in direct opposition to ray 
advice, that 1 considered the British Government as entitled to throw the onus 
of a compromise on the Vizier, and to resist his arguments against reform, 
arising solely out of tliose engagements which he had contracted, in violation, 
as 1 presumed, of his promise to abide by our counsels in every important 
concern of his administration. 

7. At the same time, I was credibly informed, and had every reason to believe, 
that the actual expiration of those leases with the present fusly year would 
make room for the proposed arrangements, without any breach of his Excel- 
lency’s faith, and to tiie manifest advantage of the State, as welt as of the 
farmers themselves, who might otherwise be induced, by vain hopes of their 
own, or by compulsory measures on the part of this Government, which are 
practised every day, to renew their engagements with his Excellency, to their 
own certain ruin, and to the further devastation of their districts. 

8. On the other hand, I was perfectly aware that my early admission of his 
Excellency’s plea, on the ground of those particular engage men t.s, would imme- 
diately have suggested to his Excellency a more general and plausible pretext 
for postponing the reform in his Government, without any limitation of time, 
since ray knowledge of his character and disposition pointed out to me as the 
certain consequence of such an admission on my part, his granting leases of, 
perhaps, the whole of his dominions, even pending the present negotiation, 
with a reference to periods and dates which must completely have frustrated 
the objects of this important discussion. 

9. Under these circumstances, I thought it my duty, in the first instance, to 
resist, by an argument which appeared to my judgment to be strong at least, il 

not 
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not entirely satisfactory, a plea of %vhich the early and unqualified admission 
must have led to the total failure of the negotiation committed to my charge, 
suggesting at the same time an expedient by which the public faith of this 
Government might be preserved, namely, a reparation to all the farmers of any 
losses which they might eventually sutler, and further securing to the farmers 
the realization of their balances of revenue for the current fusly year, or credit 
for those balances with the Government, by the terms of a notification to the 
farmers, which was drafted for his Excellency’s approval, and transmitted to. him 
on the 6th ultimo, forming the first number of this despatch. 

10. Since my receipt of your letter above noticed, after satisfying myself by 
the most accurate information which I could obtain, as well as by the Vizier’s 
acknowledgement to a certain extent, that all the leases in his dominions, with 
the exception of those of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, and a few other inconsider- 
able districts under the charge of Hukeem Mehdi Alee. Khan, do actually 
expire at the close of this fusjy year, 1 have thought it my duty to declare 
to his Excellency, in direct and explicit terms, that the introduction of the new 
system of assessment into those partiviular districts, though expedient in the 
highest degree on general grounds, and for the sake of uniformity in his admi- 
nistration, ought not, in my judgment, and cannot, with my sanction, be per- 
mitted to take effect, but by a compromise with bis Aumil, Hukeem Mehdi, 
whose disposition to accede to his Excellency’s views cannot reasonably be 
doubted, and whose management of the districts under his charge during the 
remaining period of his lease will, at all events, be less injurious to the country 
than that of any other farmer in his dominions. 

11. It is a singular and remarkable circumstance, if it be true, as I have 
reason to suspect, that the extension of Hukeem Melidi’s lease has been made 
w'ithin these few days, and subsequently to the above declaration on my part. 
His Excellency the Vizier, after acknowledging the fact of the expiration 
of a number of leases with the present fusly year, announcing to me the 
death of one of his principal farmers, Balek Ram, and hearing the above 
declaration, replied to a question on my part respecting the terms of his 
engagement with Hukeem Mehdi, that he had jorgotlen the terms of that 
engagement, md was ignorant of the number of yearswhich it had to run, but that 
he would inquire of the Hukeem and infoi'm me in the course of the following 
day. He has accordingly since informed me, that a period of three years is to 
run in the lease of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, and has added, that he will speak 
to Hukeem Mehdi about a compromise, and let me know the Hukeem’s 
determination. 

12. The conversation above referred to took place on the morning of the 
25th instant, when his Excellency did me the honour of breakfasting with me ; 
and the circumstance, related as it occurred, is so descriptive of llie Vizier s 
disposition, and of the general character of this negotiation, in as far as his 
Excellency is concerned, that I could not with propriety neglect the present 
occasion of recording it. 

13. A circumstance equally characteristic, having reference to the ex- 
cuses of the Ameens, is also worthy of being noticed, and may be con- 
sidered as an authenticated fact. Of the six Ameens whose aizees were 
conveyed to me by the Vizier in his letter* of tlie 8lli instant, two had 
been formerly in my employment while agent to the Governor-General in 
Bundlecund, and from those persons I received, tlirough an indirect channel, 
the information of their having been furnished by the Vizier’s orders with 
drafts of the arzees which they were required to seal and present to him, under 
pain of his Excellency’s displeasure. 

14. A further report of my conference with his Excellency the Vizier at the 
Residency, on the morning of the 25th instant, comprizing a detail of the 
arguments by which I endeavoured to remove his apprehensions with a reference 
to tite original plan, and of the modifications which his Excellency suggested 
in the execution of that plan, shall be submitted in a future despatch for the 
Honourable the Vice-President’s information. 

3 D 15. In 


Bengal F^tHticiL 
Conisultattoai^ 
21 Juue 1811; 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



♦ Vi lie page 20fl. 
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Bengal iVlitical 
Consul tatbnsi 
21 June 181K 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknoa'. 


Endosurr^ 


15. In the mean time, I have no hesitation in expressing a sanguine of 
the successful issue of the negociation, to the utmost extent which could have 
Been contemplated by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
at the date of my original instructions. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28th May 1811. Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vixier. (Written the 4th April 1811.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter of this date, with 
your final replies to roy observations, amended in the terms which were agreed 
on, and to my entire satisfaction. The document formerly transmitted is 
returned, agreeably to your desire, and I shall have the honour of submitting to 
your Excellency a draft of the instructions to Auniils, which you have now been 
pleased to require from me, in the course of to-morrow or next day. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Draft qf' a Purwannah to be addressed to Aumils, or Farmers, referred to in the 
annexed Letter, and submitted to His Excellency the Vizier by the Resident, on 
the Gth April 1811. 

Whereas the property and happiness of my people form the leading objects 
of my care, and whereas the present and long existing system of farming out 
the districts, with a view to the realization of the revenues, has appeared to be 
injurious to those objects, as affording to the farmers and Aurails the power of 
oppressing the landholders, and to the landholders of distressing their tenants 
and others, the cultivators of the soil ; therefore, and with the friendly advice 
and concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government, whose interests 
are identified with my own, I have at this auspicious season determined to 
abolish the system of farming for ever, and to introduce in the room of it such 
a system, that the Zemindars, cultivators, and peasantry, may with confi- 
dence and security employ themselves in the improvement aud cultivation 
of their lands, and pay the just revenues of the Government without any 
failure or delay : and as this measure cannot properly be carried into effect 
without first ascertaining the condition and assets of the several mehauls in 
my dominions, 1 have now deemed it proper to appoint and depute able and 
upright Ameens, with particular instructions for their guidance, to collect and 
transmit to the Presence all revenue papers connected with the several 

mehauls. — Ameen, has accordingly been deputed to your Elaka ; 

and you are hereby strictly commanded, immediately on his arrival in your 
district, to attend on him, and assist him as much as possible in the perform- 
ance of the duties of his office, more particularly in the collection of the papers 
which are detailed in the sunnud of amanut. You will cause all the Zemindars 
and Seeghadars to attend on the Ameen without delay, and to produce the 
papers which may be required by him. You will yourself, at the same time, 
continue to make the collections of the arrears of your Elaka, agreeably to the 
kabooleat and putta, till the end of the month of Bysak and eventually of 
Jeth, so that no balances may remain due in the district at all events by the 
end of Jeth ; and if any of the Zemindars should be dilatory in paying up the 
arrears which may be due to you, the Ameen will assist you in realizing 
them, agreeably to the orders of the Sircar, till the commencement of the 
month of Assaiir, when your authority will finally cease, and you will have 
nothing to do with the collections. 

But as it is not my wish or intention that any of the farmers in ray domi- 
nions should suffer loss by this change of the system, it is hereby particularly 
enjoined, with a reference to all Zemindars who may be in an impoverished con- 
dition, and may not have the means of liquidating their balances to the State# 

^hat 
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that you, 'in conjunction with the Ameen, do minutely investigate the circum- Bengal Political 
stances, and if satisfied of their incapacity to pay, that bonds for the just 2i*y'****i8i?’ 
balances be taken from them, attested by the Chowdries and Canoongoes : 
in which case the amount of those several bonds shall be carried to your credit 
with the Government at the time of settling your accounts. 

Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in 
every respect. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the Slst April 1811.) ^ 

Having made some alterations in the draft of the proclamation, instructions from the Vizier., 
to Ameens, and orders to Aumils, 1 return them to you, with a separate 
paper, containing a statement of my apprehensions and fears on the subject of 
the new system. The several Ameens are in attendance, and when you 
return the above-mentioned documents the Ameens shall be deputed to tlieir 
stations. You will peruse with attention at your leisure the separate paper, 
and submit your answer when you have done so. As the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General has proceeded on the public service to a distance, I 
request that you will furnish me with the proper form of address, that 1 may 
write to his Excellency Lieutenant-General Uewett. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) .T. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Translation qf the separate Paper enclosed in the above Letter^ containing the Enclosure. 

Fears of His Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of the Introduction of' the new 

System of Administration. 

The measures recommended for the settlement of my country shall be 
adopted ; but 1 am apprehensive that in the hurry to carry those measures into 
efi'ect, many mehauls which are now in perfect order, have no occasion for the 
aid of troops, and of which the revenues are regularly paid, may fall into con- 
fusion, and the payment of their revenues be withheld. Further, it does not 
appear to me to be possible, tliat the voluminous reports and other documents 
which will be submitted by the Ameens from the different Elakas in my domi- 
nions can be attentively perused by me in a short space of time, nor that you 
will be able to peruse them when sent to you ; and as such a system as the 
present has never yet been introduced into my dominions, * am apprehensive 
that it cannot now be accomplished, more especially in so short a period as 
four months. It appears, indeed, to me to be a matter of the greatest diffi- 
culty, and therefore, with a view to information, 1 ask you the following 
questions. 

How is the correctness of the documents under the new system, which may 
be furnished by the Ameens, to be ascertained, so that no omission or inaccu- 
racy shall remain in them ? In what manner are the Ameens to ascertain the 
real state of the revenue from original papers in Hindec, unless they be trans. 
lated into Persian ? and what a length of time it will take to put these docu- 
ments into Persian ? 

I am convinced that, whenever the Ameens shall proceed to their districts,, 
file authority of the Aumils will be done away ; and in this case, till the period 
^or appointing Tehsildars shall arrive, after the removal of the present Aumils, 
ybo is there to collect the revenues of the Sircar? If it be intended by the 
introduction of the new system to do away the necessity for the aid of British 
jorces, the accomplishment of this object seems to me to be totally impossible, 
by reason of the rebellious conduct of the Zemindars } because, even in the 
Company*s dominions, notwithstanding their power to punish and the good f 

order 
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Bengal PoUUcal 
Comultationa, 
21 June 1811. 

Enclosures 
in Vizier's Letter. 


order which is maintained, the Zemindars frequently oppose the British troops 
and erect forts in their estates. Further, in the districts which are subject to 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, and in the tnehauls which were lately fanned by 
Khanazad Khan, as well as in the district of Baraitch, and other places, where 
the kists are regularly paid and there is not the smallest disorder, I see no occasion 
whatever for changing the present system. You have yourself observed the 
flourishing state of the cultivation from Lucknow to thi.s place. If the Zemin- 
dars and the cultivators were oppressed or disafiected, we should not have seen the 
fields in such a state. From witnessing this abundant cultivation we may infer 
with certainty, that the peasantry are perfectly satisfied with the present system 
of administration ; and I am only fearful that this flourishing state of the country 
may be altered, and that I shall suffer great losses in consequence. If, there- 
fore, you concur in opinion witli me, I suggest the propriety of introducing the 
new system merely for trial into one Elaka for the present, which may be con- 
sidered as in the greatest disorder ; and if the result of this experiment prove 
satisfactory, it can be introduced by degrees into the whole ; but if you deem 
it proper to send Ameens at once into all the districts, it shall certainly be 
done at your desire. 


I have stated to you all my apprehensions ; and I desire, that after mature and 
deliberate consideration, you will remove my fears by your advice, suggest such 
measures as may preclude any loss of my revenue, and state your answers in 
such a manner as may completely obviate my apprehensions. 


Article 2. 


Regarding those Zemindars who may enter into engagements with the culti- 
vators and peasantry of their estates, it seems proper that copies also of their 
engagements should be recorded in my office, with a view to the settlement of 
disputes, or will you suggest any other mode for this purpose ? 

Obligations should also be taken from all the Zemindars to the following 
effect : that they will not repair any fortresses which have been destroyed, and 
will not construct any new ones, nor disobey the orders which they may 
receive, nor afford protection to robbers, nor take any of that class into their 
service ; and if any traveller be killed, or the property of any person be 
stolen in their Elakas, that they are responsible for such property and will make 
it good, otherwise forfeit their zeraindaries. 

Dated 26th Rubee ool awul 1220, or 21st April 1811. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 

Drqfl of the ProclJmation, as amended hy His Excellency the Vizier, and received 
mth fus Letter to the Resident, under date 2lst April 1811. 

Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, CuUiva- 

tots. Ryots, and peasantry at large, of Purgunnah Zillah.* 

Soobah Oude. 

That whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people must ever form the 
leading objects of my care, 1 have therefore, at this auspicious season, deter- 
mined to introduce in my dominions a system of future arrangement, by which 
the Zemindars and cultivators being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils 
and farmers, may with confidence proceed in the improvement and cultivation 
of tiieir lands, paying the just revenues of the Government without failure or 
delay, and be no ways liable to the oppression, tyranny, or extortion of any 
farmers or Tehsildars ; that thus the revenue and resources of the country may 
be yearly increased, the cultivation of the land be so extended and improved 
that in process of time no uncultivated land shall remain in my dominions, and 
that the frequent insurrections and commotions by which the landholders an 
peasantry are ruined, the expences of the Government increased, and genera 
disorder excited, may now and for ever be at an end. 
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Wilh a view to carry this system idto effect, I have accordingly nomi- Bengal FdidBal 
nated and deputed able and upright Ameens into all the inehauls of my domi- 

nions. These Ameens will immediately proceed to the several districts under J] 

their charge, where having assembled all the landholders, Maigoozars, cultiva- Endomna 
tors, and others in the district, and having inspired confidence in their minds Letter. 

by apprizing them of my benevolent, intentions, they will commence a diligent 
inquiry into the actual state and condition of every town and village in tlie 
mchauls. They will demand from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and 
Putwarries of the district, a true and accurate description of each village and 
estate, of its waste and cultivated lands, of the condition of its inhabitants and 
peasantry, and the causes of their actual condition. Tliey will further require 
from those officers the several revenue papers which are specified in a separate 
list, with which the Ameens have been furnished, and they will submit imme- 
diately to the Presence the result of their investigation, respectively, with the 
several documents alluded to, with the least practicable delay. 

You are, therefore, hereby commanded to attend the Ameen of your district 
immediately on his arrival within its limits, to confide in him as the servant of 
the Government, to convey to him every information regarding the state and 
condition of the district, which he may require and you may possess, without 
the smallest partiality or reserve, and to produce and deliver every document 
which may be I'equired by him without any hesitation or delay, being obedient 
to his orders in all things, and considering his favourable or unfavourable report 
as advantageous or injurious to your interests. You are, at the same time, 
strictly prohibited from giving or otiering to the Ameen, or to any of his 
deputies or servants, directly or indirectly, ihe smallest nuzzur, or bribe, or 
douceur, on any pretext whatsoever. 


Consider these as the positive orders of the 
in every respect. 

A true translation 


Presence, and act accordingly 


(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 


Draft qf the Perwannah to Jumils or Tehsildars^ as amended by his Excellency 
the Vizier, and received with his Letter to the Resident, under date the 21s/ 
April 1811. 

Whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people form the leading objects 
of my care, I have therefore, at this auspicious season, determined to introduce 
in my dominions a system of I'uture arrangement, by which the Zemindars, 
cultivators, and peasantry, may with confidence and security employ themselves 
in the improvement and cultivation of their lands, and pay the just revenues of 
the Government without any failure or delay: and as this measure cannot be 
properly carried into effect without first ascertaining the condition and assets of 
the several mehauls in my dominions, I have now deemed it proper to appoint 
and depute able and upright Ameens, with particular instructions for their 
guidance, to collect and transmit to the Presence all revenue papers connected 
with the several mehauls.’ 

Ameen, has accordingly been deputed to your Elaka ; and 

you are hereby strictly commanded, immediately on his arrival in your district, 
to attend on him, and assist him as much as possible in the performance of the 
duties of his office, more particularly in the collection of the papers which are 
detailed in the sunnud of amanut. You will cause all the Zemindars and Seegha- 
dars to attend on the Ameen without delay, and to produce the papers which 
may be required by him. 

You will yourself, at the same time, continue to make the collections of the 
arrears of your Elaka, agreeably to the kabooleat and putta, till the end of the 
month of Jeth, and eventually of Assur, so that no balances may remain due in 
the districts, at all events, by the end of Assur } and if any of the Zemindars 
should be dilatory in paying up the arrears which may be due to you, the 
Ameen will assist you in realizing them, agreeably to the orders of the Sircar, 

3 E till 
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till the eotetnemeemeDt ef the teaeth of Sni^pq, when your authority wiU finally 
cease> an4 you will have nothing to 4o with the collections. 

But as it is not my wish or intention that any of the farmers in my domi- 
nions should sufier loss by the change of the system, it is hereby particularly 
enjoined, with a reference to all Zemindars who may he in an impoverished 
condition, and may not have the means of liquidating their balances to the state, 
that you, in conjunction with the Ameen, do minutely investigate the circum- 
stances, and if satisfied of their incapacity to pay, that bonds for the just balances 
be taken frbm them, attested by the Chowdries and Canoongoes ; in which 
case the amount of those several bonds shall be carried to your credit with the 
Government at the time of settling your accounts. 


Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in 
every respect. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


N.B. The alteration suggested by the Vizier in the draft of instructions to 
Ameens having been subsequently departed from by his Excellency, it seemed 
unnecessary to transmit another copy of that document as a number of this 
despatch. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th April 1811.) 

n>in Hesident at 

Lucknow. I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 21st 

instant (recapitulate its contents). 

The only ground of apprehension which has ever arisen in my mind, with a 
reference tp the introduction of the system recommended by the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General, is connected with a circumstance which my 
genuine regard for your Excellency’s interests and welfare induces me can- 
didly to state. It is the want of a cordial concurrence on your own part in 
the necessity of the measures proposed, and a sincere resolution of adopting 
and carrying them into execution, in a manner to ensure their success, ^ If 
your Excellency could be induced to consider the salutary arrangements in 
question as they are viewed by the British Government and by me, and to 
bestow your attention accordingly, there is not tbe shadow of a doubt in my 
mind of tbpir easy and successhil conclusion, to the incalculable advantage of 
the State, and to the relief of your Excellency’s mind from every degree of fear 
or anxiety. 

I have observed with attention, and with concern, some corrections which 
your Excellency has made in the drafts of the proclamation and instructions that 
were submitted by me for vour consideration. Those documents were pre- 
pared, after mature and deliberate refiection on my part, with a degree of 
care and attention proportioned to the importance of the subject, and to my 
interest in the successful accomplishment of the salutary measures proposed. 
Every sentence was weighed before 1 inserted it, and in each particular expres- 
sion 1 contemplated some particular advantage with a reference to tbe objects 
in view. Your Excellency’s rejection of certain clauses, without stating any 
grounds for having done so, or objections to the clauses themselves, has there- 
fore disappointed my expectations in a degree which I cannot describe, and 
might justly be con^dered as a proof of your reluctance to admit of the x^orm, 
and of your intention of frustrating its objects. 

Tbe nature of tl>e friendship and alliance subsisting between tbe two States 
is known to the whole world, and to every description of your subjects. I* 
there a landholder or inhabitant of your Excellency’s dominions, who can be 
ignorant that the good order of tbe country at large, the support of your Ex- 
cellency’s authority, and Uie punishment of your refractory subjects, depend on 
tb* British Government, and on the aid of the Company’s troops ? and, noder 

such 
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«uch circumstances, what possible injury can arise, nay, what obvious beneSt 
may not be expected, from the admission of the words which I suggested, and 
which your Excellency has been pleased to expunge, viz. “ with the advice and 
** concurrence of the British Government the manifest intention of them 
is, that the landholders and peasantry of the country, who have hitherto been 
greatly oppressed under tiie influence of the baneful system of farming, and 
who have submitted to tire rapacity of the farmers througl) the terror of the 
British arms alone, should now have the satisfaction of knowing that your 
Excellency, sensible of their condition, and of the baneful nature of the 
former system, has, of your own free will and accord, abolished that 
system entirely, and with the friendly advice and concurrence orthe British 
Government, has resolved to introduce a better system of administration, 
under which their condition must be improved. Apprized of this happy 
reform, and ascribing it to the united wisdom and power of both States, their 
confidence, in the first instance, in your Excellency’s benevolent intentions, 
will facilitate the introduction of the system and the execution of the measures 
of reform ; and the inclination as well as the power, on their parts, of oppos* 
ing your Excellency’s authority, or resisting those salutary measjires, will at 
once and for ever be at an end. In siiort, the admission of this particular 
clause into the proclamation and orders to the Aumils seems, to my judgment, 
indispensable to their success, and its rejection injudicious and unbecoming: 
more especially as your Excellency must be aware, that I have already, in the 
discharge of my duty, submitted to the Governor-General in Council a trans- 
lation of the documents in question ; and in the case of their approval by our 
Governthent, or indeed in any event, the rejection of such a clause as this bv 
your Excellency must appear to be indelicate in the extreme. 

To some other corrections which have been made, though they too appear 
to be objectionable, I am rather disposed to assent, than to oppose your Ex- 
cellency's wishes in any save essential points ; and on this ground I will cheer- 
fully agree to the omission of that part of the preamble, or introductory clause, 
in which the oppression of former times is described, because I by no means 
wish to preserve unpleasant refiections on the past, while contemplating happy 
prospects for the future. 1 have accordingly prepared new drafts, and transmit 
them for your Excellency’s consideration, in the hope that no further alte- 
rations may take place, and that the present forms ^may be admitted without 
regret, on a sincere conviction of their utility. 

From motives of respectful consideration for your Excellency’s feelings 
alone, though I cannot avoid considering all your apprehensions as imaginary, 
I have submitted on a paper apart, my answers to the doubts and alarms which 
are conveyed by the enclosure in your letter, and I sincerely hope and expect 
that they will completely remove your apprehensions. 

With regard to the proper style of address to be used in writing to General 
Hewett, who is now Vice-President, and vested with the same authority as the 
Governor-General in Council, during his Lordship’s absence from the Presi- 
dency, your Excellency having many precedents before you must be perfectly 
able to decide, independently of my suggestions ; but as you have been pleased 
to make a reference to me, I recommend that some addition be made to the 
usual form of address in writing to his Excellency General Hewett. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


■Answers to His Excellency the Vizier's Objections to the Introduction of the System 
^'Administration recommended by the British Government, 

The apprehensions which your Excellency entertains, that the inehauls of your 
dominions, which are now in good order, may fall into confusion, and the 
payment of the revenue be suspended, immediately on the arrival of the 
Ameens, seem to my judgment to be totally imtlginary, and the expediency of 
hastening the departure of the Ameens, %vith a view to the speedy collection 
of the revenue papers required, for the performance of which duty the re- 
mainder 


Bragal Poliu’cal 
CoDsultatioiiis 
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Letter 

(irom Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal Pcriitical mainder of the present month of Bysaak, the ensuing month of Jeth, and a 

Assaur, are all tlie time that remains to us, is established on the 

' obvious ground, that any further delay in their departure may very possibly pre- 

Endotttnt elude the introduction of the new system of assessment during the ensuinir 
mBeMeneiLeUer. fusly year. ® 

If the present Aumils of the several mehauls which your Excellency considers 
as in perfect order be indeed, as your Excellency supposes, both trustworthy and 
efficient in their situations, but a trifling, if any, portion of the revenue can 
remain to be collected in their districts, at the period when the Aineens shall ar- 
rive ; and for that portion, as indeed for the whole of the revenue of this year, 
those active and intelligent Ameens would most probably have obtained secu- 
rity at the dates of their settlements with the landholders, or will at all events 
take that security now, while the Rubbee harvest is still standing, or cut down, 
at the disposal of the Aumils, under their shuhnus, affording ample security to 
the Government for any just balances which may be due, and susceptible of im- 
mediate attachment, so as to prevent any loss to the Sircar. In addition to 
which, as the Ameens have been strictly enjoined to assist the Aumils in the 
realization of the just balances of revenue, instead of impeding the collections, I 
see no reason to doubt that the w iiole of the revenue of those mehauls will be 
realized by the end of the month of Jeth. 

With regard to what your Excellency has stated, that “ it does not seem 
“ possible to you to peruse such voluminous documents in time, ” &c., it is not 
necessary or . probable, tliat the whole of the documents required from the 
Ameens should be prepared and submitted to the Presence at once. They will 
necessarily be sent in gradually from the different mehauls, and your Excel- 
lency will, I doubt not, have full time to peruse them as they arrive. Besides, 
as from the date of the despatch of the Ameens, if they be now in readiness to 
depart, until the time of concluding the settlement, which is usually in the months 
of Maug and Phagoon (January and February next), there seems more than 
abundance of time for every degree of necessary investigation. 

With regard to what your Excellency has stated, that “ as such a system as 
“ the present has never been practised in your dominions,” &c. If the system 
which is now recommended were harsher in its principles or practice than that 
which it is intended to supersede, your Excellency’s argument might be 
applied to it ; but as the contrary is manifestly the case, and as the system now 
recommended has obviously for its basis and intention the happiness and comfort 
of the landholders, and of every description of your subjects, no reasonable doubt 
Can be entertained of its easy introduction and progress, nor of the confidence 
and satisfaction with wluch.it will be received. by all ranks and descriptions of 
people ; but if any doubt can remain, let us look to the Company’s territory 
surrounding your Excellency’s dominions on every side, in wliich the same 
system of administration . once prevailed, and in which the beneficial arrangements 
that are now recommended to your Excellency have been gradually hut easily 
introduced, to the obvious advantage of the Government, and the acknowledged 
happiness of its subjects. Your Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the adoption 
of similar arrangements can alone he wanting to their success. 

In answer to your Excellency’s question, “ how the papers submitted by the 
“ Ameens,” &c., I submit for your present satisfaction, that as the annual re- 
venue of the whole of your Excellency’s dominions has been collected and paid 
into your treasury for a great number of years, it is impossible that the amount 
of that revenue should be unknown to you, or that documents should be wanting 
among your records, and among those of your farmers and Aumils, a comparison 
of whicn with the documents to be furnished by the Ameens will form one 
important criterion for ascertaining the accuracy of the latter. For example : if, 
in the papers of any Ameen, a very material increase or diminution of assets be 
alleged, without a satisfactory explanation of the cause of it, there will certainly 
be ground for suspecting the accuracy of the statements of that Ameen, aud 
the general propriety of bis conduct; whereas, if the comparative statements 
of the present and former years shall deviate hut in a small degree, and the causes 
of that deviation be explained, there will be manifest ground for considering the 
statements of the Ameens as correct, or approaching near to correctness ; and 

since 
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Binpe perfection, or perfect accuracy, i$ not to be hoped tor at once, we can only Bengal Palitietl 
calculate on approaching it by degrees ; at all events if the Anicens whom your Consultatione, 
Excellency has selected, or may hereafter select, be in any degree qualified for Jun^isii. 
the office, by integrity, diligence, and former experience of the art, aud act Endotures in 
agreeably to those instructions which I have prepared for their guidance, the Reudent’t Letter. 
information to be gained by their proceedings will doubtless be found to exceed 
in its character, extent, and importance, what your Excellency has hitherto 
possessed, regarding the revenue and resources of your dominions. 

With regard to your Excellency's question, having reference to original papers 
in Hindee, 1 entertain not the smallest doubt that a majority, if not the whole of 
the revenue officers in your Excellency’s dominions, like those of the Company's 
provinces, have their revenue papers both in Persian and Hindee ; but allowing 
this difficulty in some districts to exist, the task of translation into Persian may 
easily and quickly be performed, by a few additional writers attached to each of 
the Ameens. 

With regard to your Excellency’s conviction, that “ whenever the Ameens 
“ shall proceed to tliose districts, the authority of the Aumils will be done away,” 

&c., I can only assure your Excellency that I foresee no possible disorder nor 
loss from the introduction of the new system and appointment of Ameens, as 
suggested. The present farmers and Aumils will collect the balances of this year, 
with the assistance and support of the Ameens, as already suggested, until the 
term of their leases and authority shall expire, by which time the most impor- 
tant duties of the Ameens will also doubtless be concluded ; and on the removal 
of the Aumils and farmers, if any part of the duties of the Ameens shall 
remain, and Tehsildars under the new system shall not have been appointed 
before the ordinary commencement of the collections for the ensuing fusly year, 
namely, the beginning of the month of Kooar, in that case your Excellency 
egn authorize the Ameens, as was done on a similar occasion by me, to com- 
mence the collections of the khureefj or first liarvest, agreeably to the former 
jumtna, or to the actual produce of thekhurcef; and thus it is impossible to 
conceive how any loss or disorder can be occasioned by the absence of Teh- 
sildars. 

In answer to your Excellency’s remark, that, “ if it be intended, by the 
“ introduction of the new system, to do away the necessity for the aid of the 
“ British troops,” &c,, I have great pleasure in assuring you, as I do without tiie 
smallest hesitation, that if the system recommended by our Government be 
carried into complete effect, and in the manner which the Government has 
recommended, by a cheerfid and uniform compliance with its advice, your 
Excellency’s title to demand the constant aid of its troops will then be confirmed 
in a degree which can never afterwards be questioned ; aud the just and natural 
hesitation which has lately so often been stated, with regard to the employment 
of our forces in support of the authority of your Aumils, and for the suppresion 
of refractory Zemindars, can never again be entertained. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s observation respecting the districts of 
Ilukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, &c., I am fully prepared to acknowledge the ability 
and efficiency of that Aumil, and I will never recommend to your Excellency to 
discharge from your service or employment a person of such eminent talents, 
while 1 entertain a good opinion of him in other respects. On the contrary, as 
this person in the situation of a Moostajer, or farmer, has managed his district 
so well, has manifestly improved its coiuiitiou, and has regularly paid the revenue 
of the Sircar, being satisfied that his knowledge and talents niiuht be applied to 
a still mure beneficial purpose, and to far more advantage to the State, under the 
influence of the system of reform, I would earnestly recommend to your Excel- 
lency that, on the division of the country into Zillahs, in pursuance of my origi- 
nal suggestion, and of your Excellency’s repeated assurance, the charge of a 
principal Zillah, with a suitable salary and establishment, be committed to this 
efficient officer, who seems so worthy of your Excellency’s regard, and so sin- 
cerely attached to your interests. 

With a reference to the second and concluding article of your Excellency’s 
remarks, I entirely concur in the propriety of every measure described in it, 

9 F whicli 
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which is exactly in conformity with tlte early practice of the Honourable Cont'* 
pany’s Governmeut, and was in my contemplation to submit at a proper season 
for your notice. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Draft of the Proclamation, as again submitted to His Excellency the Vizier, 

{Dated the ZSth April 1811.) 

Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, cultivators. 

Ryots, and peasantry at large of purgunnah Zillah Soobah 

Ouric, That whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people must ever form 
the leading objects of my care, I have, therefore, at this auspicious season, with 
the friendly advice and concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government> 
determined to abolish the system of farming for ever, and to introduce in the 
room of it a system by which the landholders, cultivators, and peasantry, being 
secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and farmers, may with confidence 
proceed in the improvement and cultivation of their lands, paying the just reve- 
nues of the Government without failure or delay, and be in no ways liable to 
the oppression, tyranny, or extortion of any farmers or Tehsildars ; that thus 
the revenue and resources of the country may be yearly encreased, the cultiva- 
tion of the land be so extended and improved that in process of time no uncul- 
tivated land shall remain in my dominions, and that the frequent insurrections 
and commotions by which the landholders and peasantry are ruined, the expenses 
of the Government increased, and general disorder excited, may now and for 
ever be at an end. 

With a view to carry this system into effect, I have accordingly nominated 
and deputed able and upright Ameens into all the mehauls of my dominions. 
Those Ameens will immediately proceed to the several districts under their 
charge, where having assembled all the landholders, Malgoozars, cultivators, and 
others in the district, and having inspired confidence in their minds by apprizing 
them of my benevolent intentions, they will commence a diligent inquiry into 
the actual state and condition of every town and village in the mehaul. They 
will demand from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and Putwarries of the 
district, a true and accurate description of each village and estate, of its waste 
and cultivated lands, of the condition of its inhabitants and peasantry, and the 
causes of their actual condition. They will further require from those officers 
the several revenue papers which are specified in a separate list, with M'hicb the 
Ameens have been furnished, and will submit immediately to the Presence the 
result of their investigations, respectively, with the several documents alluded to, 
with the least practicable delay. 

You are, therefore, hereby commanded to attend the Ameen of your district 
immediately on his arrival within its limits, to confide in him as the servant of 
the Government, to convey to him every information regarding the state and 
condition of the district, which he may require and you possess, without the 
smallest partiality or reserve, and to produce and deliver every document which 
may be required by him without any hesitation or delay, being obedient to bis 
orders in all things, and considering his favourable or unfavourable report as 
advantageous or injurious to your interests. You are, at the same time, strictly 
prohibited from giving or offering to the Ameen, or to any one of his deputies or 
servants, directly or indirectly, the smallest nuzzer, or bribe, or douceur, on 
any pretext whatsoever. Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, 
and act accordin|^ly in every respect. 

A true translation : 

(Sigaed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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StcMd tirojt of a Purwamah to be addreused to the Aumits, or Farmers, amended 

by the Resktent, and tranmUted in hit Letter to the Vizier, under date the 

95 th Aprii 1811. 

Whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people form the leading objects of 
my care, I have therefore, at this auspicious season, with the friendly advice 
apd concurrence of the Honourable Company's Government whose interests are 
identified with my own, determined to abolish for ever the system of farm- 
ing the revenue, which has hitherto prevailed in my dominions, and to introduce 
in the room of it such a system, that the Zemindars, cultivators, and peasantry, 
may with confidence and security employ themselves in the improvement and 
cultivation of their lands, and pay the just revenues of the government without 
any failure or delay : and as this measure cannot properly be carried into effect 
withoiit first ascertaining the condition and assets of the several mehauls in my 
domtaitMU, I have now deemed it proper to appoint and depute able and upright 
Ameens, with particular instructions for their guidance, lo collect and transmit 

to the Presence all revenue papers connected with the several mehauls 

Ameen has accordingly been deputed to your Elaka; and you are hereby 
strictly commanded, immediately on his arrival in your district, to attend on 
him, and assist him as much as possible in the performance of the duties of hif 
office; more particularly in the collection of the papers which are detailed in the 
sunnud of amanut You will cause all the Zemindars and Seeghadars to attend 
on the Ameen without delay, and to produce the papers which may be required 
by him. You will yourself, at the same time, continue to make the collections 
of the arrears of your Elaka. agreeably to the kabooleat and putta, till the end 
of the month of Jeth, or eventually of Assaur, so that no balances may remain 
due in the district at all events by the end of Assaur; and, if any of the Zemii\- 
dars should be dilatory in paying up the arrears which may be due to you, the 
Ameen will assist you in realizing them, agreeably to the orders of the Sircar, 
till Ihe cbmmencemeut of the month of Sawun, when your authority will finally 
cease, and you will have nothing to do with the collections. 


But as it is not my wish or intention that any of the farmers in my domi- 
nions should suffer loss by this change of the system, it is hereby particularly 
enjoined, with a reference to all Zemindars who may be in an impoverished 
condition, and may not .have the means of liquidating their balances to the State, 
that you, In conjunction with the Ameen, do minutely investigate the circum- 
stances, and if satisfied of their incapacity to pay, that bonds for the just 
balances be taken from them, attested by the Chowdries and Canoongoes, in 
which case the amount of those several bonds shall be carried to your credit 
with the Government at the time of settling your accounts. 


Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, 
every respect. 


A true translation : 


and act accordingly in 


(Signed) J. Baielie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 8th May 1811.) 

I have shewn a copy of ymur draft of instructions to the Ameens, and now 
enclose a copy of what six of those Ameens have written. 

I request that you will peruse it with attention, and conformably with such 
suggestions as you may then submit on the subject, orders shall be issued to the 
Ameens. 

I have received your letter enclosing answers to my objections, and shall 
reply to it hereafter. 


The /Irzee of Sheo Ram, and Lutchmun Pershaud, and other Ameens. 

We have been honoured by the receipt of the drafts of sunnuds, appointing 
ws to the office of Ameens, and we have understood your Excellency’s conir 
nrands for collecting the revenue documents, &c. We accordingly submit to the 

Presence 


Bengal PolMc&t 
Consultatiotis* 
21 June 1811. 

Enclomrea in 
Residents Letter, 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


Enclosure* 
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Presence our sentiments i-egarding such orders as we can perform, and such as 
we consider to be impossible. Agreeably to the orders we have received we will 
stick up the proclamation in the Sudder Kutcherry, and explain its contents to 
the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Mokuddums, Putwarries, and Zemindars, whom we 
shall assemble for that purpose; we will further cause copies of it in Persian to 
be promulgated iu the villages and other parts of the country. But we request 
that your Excellency will be pleased to point out to us, what measures are to be 
adopted towards 1 alookadars who do not attend the Kutcherry and pay no atten- 
tion to our summons. 

We will submit a list of all the villages in the Purgunnah, both aslee and 
dakhilee, under the signature of the Seeghadars ; but, with a reference to the 
jumma for the last ten years of such villages as may have been held by Talook- 
adars under one general kabooleat, the gross amount of the kabooleat only can be 
ascertained from the documents with the Seeghadars, and it is of course impossible 
to ascertain the jumma of each separate village. We request that your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to point out the mode of accomplishing this object, and 
we wait your orders on that head. We shall demand from the Seeghadars the 
jumma-wusii-baukee accounts of the last and present years, and shall submit 
those documents to the Presence. 

An account of the assessments of all settled villages, though this can be 
ascertained from the wusii-baukee account, shall also be forwarded to the 
Presence. 

An account of the jumma bundeeof unsettled, or kham, villages, if it be found 
in the possession of the Seeghadars or Aumils, shall likewise be submitted to the 
Presence. 

We shall also demand the hissab-kird from the Seeghadars and Aumils, and 
transmit it in obedience to your orders. 

We will collect from tlie Seeghadars and Aumils such copies of puttas and 
kabooleats as they may have and forward them to the Presence ; but as, in many 
cases, puttas are not granted to the Zemindars, what can be done in those 
cases ? 

Although a statement of the increase or decrease of assessment of villages be 
usually inserted in the wasil-baukec accounts, yet it shall be prepared and trans- 
mitted separately as directed. 

A statement of the rent-free or exempted lands and villages, as also of nankar 
villages and lands, and of ready money nankar, with .such sunnuds as may be 
found among the papers of the Canoongoes, shall be transmitted, but we cannot 
investigate the validity of any of the sunnuds in question. 

The dustoor, and a mowazena of durbundee and biggethee of all such districts 
as possess any, shall be forwanied under the seal of the Seeghadars; but in many 
places they are not iu use, and consequently cannot be obtained. 

Detailed statements of saycr duties, with established rates of sayer, and a list 
of the different chowkies, shall be submitted under the seal of the Seeghadars. 

The deductions are always stated in the wasil-baukee accounts of the villages; 
but a separate statement shall be prepared and transmitted agreeably to orders. 
We will also investigate into the beheree and present the particulars to the 
Presence. 

Although the Itlak can be of no real use, yet, in conformity to your Excel- 
lency’s orders, we will get it from the Aumil’s Mutiisuddies, and submit it to the 
Presence. 

Agreeably to your Excelicncys’ orders, we will attend to the rights of 
Zemindars, and will not transact business with any other person ; and in cases 
of Zemindars’ disputes, the sunnuds of both parties shall be examined, and copies 
of them, with a statement of the case, shall be submitted for your Excellency’s 
decision. 

Aid 


BvttgiU' Poiilfcal 
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EndoiAre in 
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Aid sliall be afibvded to tUc farmers in the recovery of the balances which nia 
be clue to them from the Zeminiltu's and others, agreeably to the engagemen ts 
which they may have entered into. Those engagements shall be minutely n- 
spected, and copies of them shall be transmitted to the Presence, under the sig- 
nature of the Seeghadars ; but the realization of all tliat may be due to the 
farmers from the Zemindar is impossible in all the month of Jeth, or even Assaur, 
because it is the custom in several mehauls to withhold some of the instalments 
till the month of Sawun and iiliadoon, and consequently the balances can never 
be realized in Jeth or Assaur. 

The mode laid down in the instructions for a triennial settlement may be 
adopted when Tehsildars shall be appointed, and the strictest orders may be 
issued to the Zemindars and principal Malgoozars to abide by their engagements 
with the cultivators and Assamees during the stipulated time; but it is totally 
impossible to make the Zemindars of this country accede to these proposals. 

In the end of the month of Assaur, or when the Zemindars may be relieved 
from the demands of the present Aumils, we shall commence a [lersonal tour 
and inspection of the districts, taking with us some intelligent persons acquainted 
with the state of the country, as ordered, and in the particular manner pre- 
scribed, See., as in the words of the drafts. 

A mowazena, or statement of the number of beegahs in every district, ascer- 
tained by actual measurement, cannot possibly be furnished, in the short time 
which is prescribed, with any number of assistants. 

Tlie gross collections of tlie villages, under all their numerous heads, in which 
are included the expenses of the Zemindars and Talookadars, will never be fur- 
nished by the Putwarries, through fear of the Talookadars, until the Talooka- 
dars shall be expelled from the villages, or seized and put in confinement; and 
many of the Talookadars have no Putwarries in their Talookas, and consequently, 
in both cases, it will be impossible to perform this duty as your Excellency has 
been pleased to command. 

The nuzzurana, douceurs, &c. &c. of the Aumils and other officers, which have 
been yearly and regularly paid to them by the Zemindars, may certainly Lc 
known from the papers in possession of the Sceghadars; but what has been given 
occasionally and secretly, to answer jrarticular ends, can never, of course, be 
ascertained. 

A statement of the monthly allowances and charges which may be required for 
Mutusuddies, Zillahdars, Peadas, Hircarrahs, and others, will be submitted to 
the Presence, when the name of the district and the rate of salary per lac shall 
be made known to us. 


A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BaiLlIe, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency tlie Vizier. (Written the 9th May 1811.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 8th in- 
stant, conveying copies of the statements of six of the persons whom your Excel- 
lency has selected for the office of Ameen, and 1 have perused those statements 
with attention. 

As the several persons in question have engaged to perform most of the duties 
which were prescribed in their instructions, and have offered a valid excuse for their 
probable inability to furnish one or two of the papers described, such as the 
mowazena or measurement of the district, which would certainly require a consi- 
derable period of time, although other excuses which they have offered appear 
to ine^ to be friv’olous, I shall postpone my remarks upon those, and submit to 
your Excellency hereafter a mode of accomplishing the olyects which they have 
pronounced to be unattainable, as well as more particular instructions for the 
guulance of Tehsildars on some points which the Ameens have referred to, and 
which are totally foreign to their Hutv. " 

S G 
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Upon the whole, 1 am fully convinced that, after the business is fairly com- 
menced, your Excellency will soon see anti acknowledge the facility with which 
it will proceed, and the whole of the necessary documents he collected and 
transmitted to the Presence. I am only concerned to observe that your Excel- 
lency should allow yourself to be moved by such trilling impediments as those, 
which .serve merely to jrrocia&tinalc the important business in liand, and to 
occasion a loss of time which might otherwise he more profitably occupied. 
The division and subdivision of the country, in tl)e manner suggested and 
approved, as the first indispensable step to the adoption of the snhsccjuent mea- 
sures, has not yet been arranged, I presume, or I should have been apprized of 
the arrangement ; and yet this is a measure connected with yonr Excellency’s 
records alone, wliich niiglit have been settled in the course of a day, and 
followed up long ere now, if your Excellency had been so disposed, by the 
nomination and dispatch of the Ameens, so that, in the montli, or more, which 
has already been unprofitahly spent since the date of your Excellency’s agree- 
ment, a considerable progress might have b(*cn made in the execution of the 
duties of the Ameens. Even now, if they be appointed and dispatched, a 
great deal may still be j>crlbrmcd before the lapse of the season of investigation. 
1, therefore, repeat my expectation, that your Excellency will be pleased to 
announce to me the particulars of the division of the country, and of the 
appointment of the several Ameens, which must, ere this, I presume, have 
been determined, or otherwise that your Excellency will be pleased to give 
your attention to those important arrangements without any further delay. 

With regard to what the Ameens have stated, respecting the custom in 
several mchauls of receiving the last instalments of revenue in the months of 
Sawun and Bliadoon, See., it seems to me to he very surprizing, that they should 
have learned this circumstance so soon ; but as, at all events, the continuance 
of the authority of the farmers till the end of the month of Bliadoon would, in 
my mind, be highly injurious to the progress and influence of the new system 
of assessment, 1 suggest for your Excellency’s consideration, that the collection 
of those two instalments, in the districts where so pernicious a custom may 
prevail, be committed to the Ameens of those districts, and that credit for 
tlie amount of them be given to the several farmers, whose authority with their 
leases should cease in Assaur. 

I return the statements of the Ameens, having taken a copy of them for the 
office. 


A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. ^Received the lllh May 1811.) 

I have received your letter of the £)th instant, in answer to mine of the 8th, 
with three arzecs of the Ameens, copies of which have been returned by you. 

With regard to what you have slated, that as the several persons in question 
have “engaged to perform most of the duties which were prescribed iu their 
“ instructions,” &c., the case is this, that the plea advanced by the Ameens 
of their inability to furnish the niowazcna, or measurement of the district, has 
been considered by you as a valid one, and you have not thought proper to 
dispute it ; if therefore, the measurement of the district cannot be submitted 
to the Presence within the prescribed period, how can I agree to a settlement at 
the commencement of the ensuing year, from which loss will of necessity arise 
to me ; or indeed, how can the settlement of all the Talookadars be accom- 
plished? And further, if the revenue documents for the last ten years of each 
village distinctly cannot be procured in the Elakas of several Talookadars, which 
the Attkcus have also declared to he impracticable, bow, in this case, can the real^ 
jumma or assets of such Elakas be correctly ascertainerl ? and if the registers ot 
tlie rollectors of kham or unsettled villages be not transmitted to the Presence, for 
which the Ameens have likewise offered an excuse, how can the real condition 
of those villages be made known ? 


You 
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You liave further stated your conviction, that “ wjien the business is fairly 
“ commenced, 1 shall soon see and acknowledge the facility with w'hich it will 
“ proceed,” (recapitulate; &c.). 

Rest assured, that I have no hesitation whatever as to the introduction of the 
system recommended, and, on the contrary, that I arn zealously employed in 
putting it into a train of adoption ; but it was absolutely necessary that the con- 
tents of the draft of instructions should be clearly explained to the Ameens, 
and this being accordingly done, what they have submitted has been sent for 
your information. I have also issued orders to Dyakrishen to anange all the 
documents in his hands, with a view to the division of my dominions, ^ind such 
documents as he may possess he will of course arrange accordingly. 

With regard to what you liave stated of the delay U\ the nomination and dis- 
patch of the Ameens,. &c. 

The appointment and dispatch of the Ameens is my sincere wish and inten- 
tion, nor have I any desire to delay it ,* but as this is a business of importance, 
how can it be done in a hurry ? 

The Ameens must first receive their sunnuds from the Presence, and prepare 
the subordinate officers who are to accompany them ; must give in their Hazir- 
iZaminy bonds, their tussuroof-zaminy obligations, and mooehulkas ; and having 
done so, they may be dispatched; in the accomplishment of this business 
hundreds of men will be employed. God grant that the new system be speedily 
introduced, and that my revenue may be increased by it, that the comfort and 
happiness of my subjects he established, and that no loss whatever be 
incurred by me in its progress. 

W’^ith regard to what you have stated, that “ it is very surprising that tlic 
“ Ameens should have so soon learned that it is customary in several mehauls to 
“ suspend the last instalments of revenue in the months of Sawun and Bhadoon,” 
&c., the case is this : As the Ameens arc inhabitants of my dominions, they 
are of course well informed of the above circumstance, which indeed is generally 
known. 

With regard to what you have stated, that “ if it be the custom in several of 
“ the mehauls of my dominions to collect the revenues in Bhadoon the Ameens 
“ can collect those instalments,*’ &c. 

I desire that you reconsider attentively the draft of the perwannahs to Auniils, 
in which they arc directed to investigate the condition of such Zemindars as may 
be unable to liquidate their I)al:ince8, in conjunction with the Ameens of their dis- 
tricts, and, in the event of ilieir actual inability to take bonds from them, 
attended by the Chowdrics ami Canoongoes, that credit in account may hereafter 
be given to the Aumils for tlie balances of such Zemindars ; thus the collection 
of balances from indigent llyots only will be the duty of the Tchsildars to be 
hereafter appointed, and not the collection of instalments for Sawiin and Bha- 
doon, the duty of the present Ameens ; exclusive of which the Ameens have 
positively refused to collect any part of those instalments, and thus I sliall suffer 
a heavy loss of my revenue, and several lacs of rupees will never be realized. 
How then can you recommend to me a measure, by the adoption of which I 
must sustain so heavy a los.s r Formerly, in the draft of the perwannab addressed 
to Tchsildars, I deemed it proper to insert Assaur instead of Jeth, because tl>e 
kislbundy from the Moostajers or farmers concludes with the month of Assaur ; 
but now the Ameens having stated that instalments in many mehauls go on till 
Sawun and Bhadoon, it seems necessary that the period in the draft of the per- 
wannahs to Aumils be altered for Sawun and Bhadoon, in order that I svtffer no 
loss. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillik, 

Resident. 
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From His Excellency the V'izier. (Received the l6tli May 1811.) 

1 have receix’ed your letter of the 25th April, in answer to mine of the 2 1st of 
that month, containing your answers to my statement of apprehensions in the 
case of the deputation of Ameens, and introduction of the proposed system, to- 
gether with three amended drafts of llie proclamation and instructions loAumils 
and Ameens. 


You have stated, that my cordial concurrence in the propriety of the proposed 
measures, and sincere resolution of carrying them into complete effect, are all 
that can possibly be required to ensure advantage and success. 

The case is this : That as, immediately on the introduction of the new system, 
the present settlement of the country must be entirely subverted, and no part of it 
can remain, and consequently the failure of the new system, or the delay or 
impossibility of carrying it into complete effect, must be productive of certain 
loss and injury to me ; it follows, that a w ant of attention and dilijrence upon my 
part to give effect to the system in question, cannot on any ground be supposed. 
But with regard to a system of administration, the adoption and execution of 
which is extremely difficult and impracticable, my attention and diligence 
must of course be totally unavailing. If, on the other hand, you will be pleased 
to suggest such apian for the administration of the proposed system, as shall be 
conformable with the terms of the treaty, compatible with the perfect exercise 
of ni}’ independent authority, so as that no injury nor falling off, the most minute, 
in my authority can be occasioned, nor any tlie smallest loss of revenue from 
whatever cause, can arise, and you satisfy me as to all those particulars ; how then 
can I refuse to comply with and adopt your suggestions ? 

With regard to your observation, that my ‘ ‘ rejection of certain clauses 
in the drafts, without stating the grounds of it, was contrary to your 
“ natural expectations, and that the insertion of the words, with the advice 
and concurrence of the British Government,’' &c., the case is this: The 
rejection of the sentences in question, and especially of the aboveinentioncd 
Avords, cannot in reality be considered as effecting in any degree the par- 
ticular object in view', namely, the introduction of the new system ; but, on 
the contrary, those particular words must be considered as totally redun- 
dant: and having perused them with the minutest attention, I cannot, upon 
any principle, consent to their insertion in the drafts, nor shall they therefore be 
inserted. And with regard to your statement of the sentiments with which the 
British Government may view my rejection of those sentences, as you cannot fail 
to recollect that, at the commencement of this business, 1 staled to you my 
intention of perusing and altering the drafts, and discussing the terms of them 
with you before they should be finally admitted, notwithstanding which you 
transmitted them in tlicir original state to the Presidency, I leave it to yourself 
to decide w hat answer I can make to your statement. Your alterations respect- 
ing expelled Zemindars in the draft of instructions to Ameens are approved and 
admitted, and I enclose my replies to your answers regarding the fears which I 
have expressed on the introduction of the new system. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bait.lie, 
Resident. 


Enclotures in the Replies to the Resident's Answers by His Excellency the Vizier, (Received with 
Vizier' t Letter. jjig Excellency’s Letter oj the \6th May 1811.^ 

You have stated, that “ the farmers of the above-mentioned mehauls have 
“ doubtless, in most instances, taken security from the landholders at the period 
“ of the settlement, and at all events now as the rubbee crop must be cut 
“ down,” &c. The fact is this : That in those mehauls both rules are adoptetl. 
From some security is taken, and from others it is not usual to demand secu- 
rity ; consequently from such landholders as have not found security for their 
rents in the case of disorder arising from the new system, the dues of Govern- 
ment cannot be realized. 


'ITTtaU 
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Witli regard to what you have stated, that “ it is not necessary nor probable 
“ that the whole of the (documents required should at once be submitted to the 
♦* Presence,” &c. 

It does not seem to me to be possible to peruse such voluminous documents 
in time; and when you see the number of papers that will be received, you will 
be convinced of the impracticability of perusing them. 

You have staled, that “ the new system of assessment being much milder 
** than the fornter, and tending evidently to the comfort and happiness of the 
“ Kyots, and to the ease and security of the landholders,” &c. 

Although the new system appear milder to you, and though it be also my 
wish that this system should be successfully administered, yet the fact is, that 
the Talookadars and the whole of the Zemindars in my dominions have long 
been In the habits of concealing and withhoUling the real assets of their lands ; 
and the new system being calculated to bring those practices to light, and to 
expose the real capability of each particular estate, it is impossible, in my judg- 
ment, to expect that this system should be agreeable to them ; and, on the 
contrary, I am greatly apprehensive that its introduction will cause the Zemin- 
dars to retire, nor can we possibly expect that it will be established in the man- 
ner we wish, since it has not yet been properly carried into effect in the Honour- 
able Company’s ceded and conquered provinces, although upwards of ten years 
have elapsed since its first introduction into those provinces. Of wdiat avail, 
therefore, will be my cordial concurrence in a system, which it is impossible or 
extremely difficult to accomplish r 

With respect to your observation, that “ as the revenues of the country have 
“ been hitherto yearly collected under my authority, and consequently that the 
“ jumma of cveiy district, as hitherto realized, may be known by a reference to 

the records,” &c. 

The revenue documents of such Elakas as may be found in my office may, of 
course, be compared with the documents furnished by the Ameens ; but how 
are the documents of the Elakas to be examined respecting which I may have 
no reettrds in the office ; and in this case, how are the real assets of the whole of 
my dominions to be ascertained } 

In answer to your observation, that “ the perfection of any measure or system 
“ is not to be expected at once, but attainable by degrees,” &c. 

As you have yourself thus acknowledged the impracticability of the settle- 
ment of the whole country agreeably to the new system at once, and 1 also am 
thoroughly convinced that it is impossible, why not acquiesce in my proposition 
for comn»encing, by way of experiment, in one Elaka in the first instance ; to 
which proposition you have hitherto declined to reply ? 

With regard to your remark, that “ if the Ameens whom I have selected 
“ he really capable persons, and discharge the duties of their office,” Ac. 

The best persons who could be found here after a diligent search have been 
fixed on for those offices, but they have <leclared the performance of some of 
the duties prescribed by the instructions to be impossible : and with respect tu 
your observation, that the whole of the Seeghadars must have Persian docu- 
“ ments in their possession,” &c., if this be really the case, the delay will not 
be so great as I have calculated, but otherwise the appointment of Amlah will be 
of no avail, and my present fears will he realized. 

With regard to your remark that you cannot conceive how the introduction 
“ of the new system,” &c., my confidence is not at all increased by this remark, 
because whenever the Ameens shall be appointed to their respective districts, 
and it shall he known that on their arrival the authority of the present Tehsil- 
dars is to cease, it is impossible that disorder should not arise; anti though 1 by 
no means wish to dispute further with you on the subject, yet my mind is by no 
means satisfied, and I cannot but expect loss and disorder in the country. But 
3’ou will yourself witness the losses that 1 shall suffer by those measures. My 
fears on the subject have been explained to you, aud every point on which I am 
dissatisfied has been written. 

3 H With 
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With regard to what you state, that “ if the system recommended,'' &c. 

I have only ^ say, that whatever you have suggested has been done ; and 
if, hereafter, any disturbance or disorder should arise, I look to the Honourable 
Company for its suppression. 

With regard to your recommendation of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. 

The Hukeem and all other persons, who have regularly paid the revenue of the 
Sircar, shall be honoured by the commands of the Presence. 

Dated S2d Rubbee^oos-sanee, 1226 Hijree, l6tb May 1811. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baxllie, 

Resident. 

To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the ]6th May 1811.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter dated the lltb 
instant, in reply to mine of the £)th. 

As it is my decided opinion that any further altercation or correspondence 
regarding the excuses, whether valid or frivolous, alleged by the Ameens, can 
tend only to procrastinate the introduction of the salutary system of reform 
recommended by the Right llonourable the Governor-General in Council ; as 
not one of those excuses of the Ameens, even admitting their validity, is of a 
nature to preclude the introduction of that system, or to impede its progress in 
the manner which the British Government rlcsires, namely, to the immediate 
amelioration of the condition of 3'our Excellency’s landholders and peasantry, 
and to the consequent advantage of the State, as well as the future increase of its 
revenue ; as, further, it can be no duty of my station to obviate the excuses of 
those Ameens selected by your Excellency exclusively, nor is the subject, in any 
point of view, a becoming subject of correspondence for your Excellency and 
me to engage in ; in addition to which it is remarkable that two of those very 
Ameens, whose excuses your Excellency has furnished, were employed under 
my authority in Bundlecund, and performed all the duties which are now pres- 
cribed to them without the smallest objection or excuse, and to my entire satis- 
faction : under these circumstances, I can only repeat my suggestion of the 
expediency of your dispatching those Ameens, and others equally qualified, to 
every district of your dominions without any further delay ; delivering to them, 
however, before their deporture, the proclamations, purwannahs, and instruc- 
tions, which 1 submitted to your Excellency in the terms of my original drafts. 

A perpetual, or even a decennial settlement of the revenue, which would 
require a minute investigation to ascertain the real assets of the lands, has not 
been recommended to your Excellency, nor is it advisable for the present ; on 
the contrary, a triennial settlement, at a moderate rate of assessment, for the 
purpose of giving confidence to the Zemindars and peasantry, and encouraging 
the cultivation of the soil, is all that has been suggested to your Excellency, 
and all that our Government would recommend: and for this beneficial purpose, 
the duties engaged for by those six Ameens, and the documents which they have 
promised to furnish, if executed and prepared with fidelity and zeal, in the spirit 
and terms of my instructions, by all the officers wlmm your Excellency may 
appoint, will, in my mind, be amply sufficient. And further, a triennial settle- 
ment, proceeding on the labours of those Ameens, if concluded agreeably to 
my suggestions, will fully answer the ends which the British Government, 
and your Excellency I trust, have in view, by the introduction of the new 
system, in its commencement. 

To conclude: as yonr Excellency must recollect, that in the early stage of 
this discussion, with the manifest view of precluding those altercations which 
have now taken place, and facilitating the progress of the reform, I suggested 
to you, in an earnest manner, the selection and appointment of Ameens and 
other officers with my previous knowledge and concurrence, and your Excel* 
lency rejected that suggestion, it follows as a necessary consequence, that your 

Excellency, 



OUDE PAPER& 


i>ll 


Excellency, in calling upon me to obviate the excuses which those Aineeiis 
may be taught, or may think proper, to submit, is imposing on the British Govern- 
ment a task which we are not bound to perform, and which on, my part would 
4>e -endless and impracticable. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. B>tiz.LiE, 

Resident. 
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To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. His Excellency the Vice-President in Council has perused with great 
interest and attention your despatch of the 28th ultimo, reporting in continua- 
tion your proceedings and your communications with the Nawaub vizier, on the 
aubject of the meditated reform of the internal administration of the country. 
His Excellency in Council considers you to have manifested in the progress of 
your proceedings the same degree of meritorious energy and ability that has dis- 
tinguished their commencement ; and Government has only to regret that the 
object of your exertions has necessarily been not merely to devise and regulate 
the details of a new and improved system of assessment and collection, but 
principally to remove the objections, and counteract the obstacles which the 
Vizier himself, either openly or secretly, has opposed to the introduction of it. 


Letter 

from Secreiai*}' to 
Governmeiit. 


2. It is evident that the Vizier, while he admits the necessity of a reform 
because he can neither deny the facts nor resist the arguments on which that 
necessity is founded, and while he acknowledges the obligation imposed on him 
by treaty of executing such reform at the suggestion and with the advice of the 
British Government, does not desire that it should take effect, and that, under 
the influence of this disposition, his efforts are employed to render the proposed 
system abortive, by means consistent with an ostensible solicitude to promote 
the success of it. 


3. It is to be apprehended, that the inclination of his mind will lead him, and 
his unlimited means of clandestine influence and control will enable him to 
realize all the difficulties and impediments which he has represented as opposing 
the practicability of the meditated plan of reform, but which do not really belong 
to it. He will then be disposed to triumph in the fulfilment of his predictions, 
to charge the British Government, as in fact he does at present, with the pursuit 
of a chimerical system of theoretical improvement, tending only to produce con- 
fusion and loss of revenue, and to deduce, from its failure, the practical supe- 
riority of that mode of assessment and collection which, having been established 
from distant time, is, hovve\’er defective, best adapted to the habits and genius 
of the people, and best calculated to realize the resources of the country. 

4. In truth, those enlarged principles of polity which embrace a consideration 
for the comfort and happiness of the people, which provide for the security of 
the rights and property of the subjects of the realm, for their protection against 
the abuses of power, for the control of injustice and oppression, which reject the 
allurements of immediate pecuniary advantage in favour of the more distant but 
solid benefits arising from the purity of the administration and the general pros- 
perity of the country, are foreign to the character of the Vizier, and adverse to 
the natural propensities of his mind and disposition. These now appear to be 
too firmly established to admit of the expectation which Government was wil- 
ling originally to indulge, that they might be made to yield to the force of argu- 
ment and reason, addressed to an understanding certainly of no ordinary clas.s 
and supported by all the influence of the British power, the stipulations of treaty, 
and your zealous and able agency. 

5. These reflections, which His Excellency in Council is reluctantly compelled 

to form, but which the general tenor of your reports, and especially the contents 
of your despatch, now acknowledged, naturally suggest, preclude any sanguine 
expectation of the ultimate success of your efforts for the attainment of the im- 
portant objects of the Governor^ieneral in Councirs instructions of tl>e S8th 
December. The purpose of stating these reflections, however, is not to discou- 
' rage 
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rage the continuance of your efforts, but partly to afford you the satisfaction of 
knowing that the Vice-President in Council is fully aware of the diffculties 
which appose tliem, and will not be disposed to ascribe their too probable failure 
to any defect of ability, or exertion, on your part, and partly to place you on 
your guard against those arts, by which the just and benevolent intentions of the 
British Government, in urging the reform, might be converted into the charge 
of having occasioned a material defalcation of his Excellency’s revenues, and 
involved his country in confusion, by effecting the subversion of a long esta- 
blished system of assessment and collection, without substituting another, either 
efficient in its operation or adequate to the purposes for which it was proposed. 
While you persevere in your endeavours, therefore, to accomplish, at least, a par- 
tial reform of the Vizier’s administration, you will be careful not to suffer the 
etfects of bis Excellency’s open, or clandestine, obstruction to be charged upon 
the inefficacy of the system itself, as recommended to his adoption. 

6. I am directed to add, that the explanation contained in the sixth paragraph 
of your letter, on the subject of the resumption of the farms, is entirely satisfac- 
tory to his Excellency in Council. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmoxstone, 

S 1st June 1811. Chief Secretary to Governineut. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 5lh July 1811. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir ; 

1. At a conference with his Excellency the Vizier on the morning of the 25th 
ultimo, referred to in my despatch of the 28lh, I used every argument that I 
could think of to remove the groundless apprehensions which his Excellency 
had thought proper to urge as a pretext fur postponing the arrangements for the 
necessary reform in his administration. 

2. I stated to him, that the result of our conference on the 4th of April last, 
before quitting Lucknow, and particularly, the gracious manner in which that 
conference ended, had impressed me with the firmest belief of his being 
at length happily convinced of the necessity of a general reform in his 
Government, and of his having approved, and resolved on conviction to 
adopt, the principal measures which 1 had suggested for that purpose. That 
every one of the measures in question had been discussed at considerable 
length } nay, that the drafts of the proclamation and instructions had been many 
days in his Excellency’s possession, and must, of course, have been frequently 
perused, before the date of his engagement to give effect to the several arrange- 
ments, which he seemed now to be labouring to subvert. Tliat the apprehen- 
sions, doubts, and excuses, which he had subsequently thought proper to detail, 
had they existed at the date of his engagements, would doubtless have been 
stated at that time, and however groundless and imaginary they appeared, might 
then have been entitled to consideration ; though even then, it was sufficiently 
obvious that they could not have been successfully pleaded iii bar of the fulfil- 
ment of obligations which former treaties imposed. That the obligation to 
establish an improved system of administration in his Excellency’s reserved 
dominions, as expressed in the Treaty of Cession, was manifestly absolute, and 
unqualified by any provision whatever for the removal of doubts or apprehen- 
sions which its fulfilment might subsequently induce. 

That his Excellency’s engagement with Marquess Wellesley to advice 
the British Government, and to conform to its counsels, in the establishment 
of an improved system of administration, was equally positive and uncondi- 
tional ; and that| finally, the four principal and most important points of his 
agreement with me, under date the 4ah of April, were as absolute and unqua- 
lified in their terms as any of the foregoing engagements. Under these'circitm- 

stances, 
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stances, it was obvious, I maintained, that his £xcellencj'*s statement of 
doubts delivered on the 21st of April, had been exhibited a great deal too 
late to entitle it even to a hearing, as a pretext for delaying the arrangements 
to which he had previously agreed ; and that the attention which 1 had bestowed 
on that statement, from motives of respect for his Excellency, or the endeavours 
which I had made, and was now about to make, for the removal of his imagi. 
nary fears, could not, on any principle, be considered as a dereliction, in the 
smallest degree, of my title to insist on the performance of every one of his 
engagements. 

3. Having applied the foregoing remarks as a precaution against any impro> 
per advantage which the Vizier might be disposed to take of my continuing the 
discussion of his doubts, I proceeded to re-examine the grounds of the various 
objections which he had stated, in the order in which they are detailed in 
the enclosure of his Excellency’s letter under date the 1 6th May. 

4>. As a prelude to the examination and exposition of the frivolous objections 
which he had urged, I adverted to the extraordinary remark, which is contained 
in his Excellency’s letter giving cover to the document in question, having 
reference to the insertion of the words “ with the advice and concurrence qf 
“ the British Government,** in the drafts of the proclamation and instructions. 
“ Your Excellency’s objection to the above clause in the drafts,” I observed, 
“ is conveyed in the following terms — ‘ The rejection of the abovementioned 
“ ‘ words cannot be considered as affecting in any degree the particular object 
** * in view, but, on the contrary, those words must be considered as totally 
“ ‘ redundant,’ (that is I presume neither useful nor injurious to the object,) 
” ‘ and therefore you have determined to reject them.’ Is it not singular, I 
“ will ask your Excellency, and does it not obviously admit of an inference 
** hostile to your avowed sentiments of friendship for the British Govern- 
** ment, as well as desire to conform with its advice, that the rejection of a 
” clause in a public document, which 1 have pronounced to be essential to 
" the success of the contemplated arrangements, should be accompanied by an 
** admission on your own part, that the clause is merely redundant, neither 

useful nor injurious to the important purposes in view ; and if such be the 
“ nature of your Excellency’s cavil against a public declaration to your subjects 
“ of the legitimate source from which a reform in your administration should 
“ spring, namely, the united and identified counsels and interests of your own 
*' and the Company’s Government, what reasonable hope can be entertained 
*' of your Excellency’s cordial concurrence in any of the subsequent measures?” 

5. His Excellency interrupted me here, for the purpose, as it appeared, of 
explaining to me the real motive for his rejection of the abovementioned clause 
in the drafts. If these words be admitted,” he observed, ” my subjects will 
” immediately infer, that the remaining part of my dominions, like the ceded 
“ territory, has been transferred to the Honourable Company, and that 
” nothing remains to me but a name.” 

My answer to such an argument as this can scarcely require to be recorded. 

“ Every measure of the meditated reform,” I observed, “ is to be adopted under 
“ your Excellency’s exclusive authority, every officer to be employed is a person 
” of your own selection, as well as a natural subject of your government. The 
” reports of those officers are to be made exclusively to yourself; their conduct 
” to be judged of by you ; the revenues of the country, as usual, to be paid 
” into your Excellency’s treasury ; your dominions and your authority over 
“ them secured under the Company’s guarantee to yourself, your heirs, and 
” successors.” 

6. The above answer receiving no immediate reply, I proceeded to the 
examination of his Excellency’s doubts, with a reference to the measures of 
reform. 

1st. ** In some mehauls security is taken, and in others it is not usual ; conse- 
” quently, from such landholders as have not given security, the dues of Go- 

yetnmenl will not be realized.” 

SI 


Bengal PoKpeat 
ConsuitatiofiMy 
h July 1811. 

from llesidcnt at 
Lucknow. 


To 



m 


OUDE PAPERS. 


BennI Pi^jc^l To an olyection sp indefinite as this, {observed, it could only be necessary 
wn* to offer ao answer in general terms, namely, that for the just dues of the Go- 

' •' ' vernment, in cases where the Aumils had neglected to obtain personal and 

l<ettcr collateral security, the only security which existed was the proceeds of 

fromR^entat (he crop on the ground, and that this could not at all be affected by 

*‘*^®’^* the appointment ol’ Ameens to investigate the state of the districts ; in addi. 

tion to which, the delay that had already occurred in the appointment and 
deputation of Ameens would preclude their arrival in their districts till the 
season of collection for the current year was at an end. 

Sd. ** Although the new system appear milder to you, yet the Tatookadars 
and the whole of the Zemindars in my dominions having been long in the 
** habits of concealing and withholding the real assets oi‘ the lands, and the 
“ new system being calculated to bring those practices to light, &c., 1 am 
** apprehensive that its introduction will cause the Zemindars to retire ; nor 
" can we expect that it will be established as we wish, since it has not yet 
“ been properly carried into effect in the Honourable Company's provinces 
** after the lapse of a period of ten years.” 

“ The intention of this argument,” I replied, *' in as far as 1 understand it,. 
** is to oppose the wisdom and justice, as well as the practicability, of a reform 
** in the system of assessment and collection of the revenue in your Excellency’s 
•* dominions. The landholders and peasantry of your country are stated to be the 
“ oppressors, the embezzlers of your revenue ; the government to be the sufferer 
** and the oppressed. Your Excellency has been pleased to arraign the wisdom 
“ and justice of the Company's administration in its own territory, to assert 
** that disorder exists in the ceded provinces after all the labour and attention 
** which have been bestowed on them during a period of ten years, and to infer 
** from those premises, that we meditate additional disorder in your dominions 
** and a loss of revenue to yourself. Is this a true picture of the relative con- 
** dition of your Excellency’s and the British dominions ? Has the manifest 
and avowed system of coercion and arbitrary exaction, which prevailed 
“ and does now prevail throughout Oude, supported for a series of j ears by 
** a numerous irregular army at the beck of a mercenary farmer, and of late 
“ years by a British regular force, yearly, nay constantly employed in the 
“ suppression of refractory Zemindars and demolition of all the strong-holds 
“ in the country, left the power as well as the inclination in the land-hold- 
“ ers to resist the just demands of the State, or to embezzle any part of 
<< its revenues ? and is the alleged practice of concealing and withholding the 
“ real assets of tlie lands compatible, in any degree, witli the alleged eflBciency 
“ of your Excellency's present Aumils, supported as they have constantly been 
“ by detachments of the British troops, boU) at the periods of their assessment 
” and collections ? Are the condition of the landholders and peasantry of Oude, 
the facility of the collection of its revenue, the state of the country at large, 
to be compared with those of the Company's provinces, where not a sepoy, lar 
“ less an army, is ever employed to support the assessment or collections, and 
^ where the gradual increase of the revenue, as well as the happiness of the 
“ people, is secured by the influence of the system proposed, under certain 
“ necessary modifications, for your Excellency's immediate adoption? The 
** answers to those questions, I trust, if your Excellency consider them candidly, 
although many more of a similar tendency might be asked, will be a ready 
“ and ingenuous disavowal of the apprehensions which you have hitherto enter- 
“ tained.” 

At the words “ gradual increase of the revenue’' his Excellency interrupted 
me, to state that this increase might be otherwise accounted for by reflecting 
on the low valuation at which the Ceded Provinces had been transferred ; and 
1 answered, that there ivere no documents nor authentic information before 
me, to establish or controvert this assertion generally, but that, with a reference 
to" the district of Rohilcund, the fact was certainly otherwise. 

3d. His Excellency's third ground of apprehension, I observed, was lik« the 
first, indefinite as well as frivolous, .ind seemed totally unworthy of a repl)'* 

•* The 
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♦‘• Hie revemie documents of «iich districts as may befbudd iir my office* may 
<* be compared, &c., but how are the documents to be examined of those dis> 

tracts respecting which I may have no records?** 

Did his Excellency wish to be supposed ignorant, or to want the means of 
ascertaining the amount of the revenue hitherto derived from any district in 
his dominions } and if he were really ignorant, what argument did this igno> 
ranee afford, save for the necessity of an immediate investigation, in the 
manner which I had proposed. Regarding the conclusion of this part of bis 
Excellency’s objections, namely, ** his proposal for commencing by way of 
** experiment in one district in the first instance/* I observed, that it was, in 
my own opinion, totally nugatory and vain, as well as in direct opposition to 
the. tenor of my instructions, and of the Governor-General’s letter to his 
Excellency, and was therefore out of the question. His Excellency had 
manifestly the power, and I feared also the inclination, of perverting such a 
partial experiment as this into an argument for the continuance of the present 
vicious system, by frustrating the beneficial arrangements suggested in any one 
district of his dominions, and even by sacrificing a portion of the revenue of 
that district for the attainment of the object in view. 

4th. The fourth ground of apprehension had a reference to the excuses 
of the Ameens, and to the difficulty of rendering the revenue documents 
into Persian ; and as all the excuses of the Ameens had been already satis- 
factorily discussed in my letter of the l6th of May, to which his Excellency 
had not favoured me with an answer, I considered that portion of the subject 
to be exhausted. 

dth. Tlie fifth and last ground of apprehension, namely, disorder to be generally 
excited in the country by the supersession of so many public officers at once, 
on the appointment and deputation of an Ameen to every district in the 
country, appearing somewhat more specious and plausible than any of the 
foregoing pretexts, gave rise to a longer discussion. 1 observed, in the first 
place, to his Excellency, that the whole force of the argument on his part,, 
with a reference to this ground of alarm, was deduced from the unhappy pro- 
crastination ascribable solely to himself, in the adoption of the salutary measure 
which 1 had originally proposed to him so far back as the 9th of March. 

At the period to which I alluded, the Rubbee harvest was still standingi^or 
cut down under attachment by the Aumils, and guarded by the Sebundee 
troops of the State. The landholders were all in attendance for the purpose of 
concluding their settlements. Many, if not all of them, had given bonds fur 
their personal appearance, when called for, during the remainder of the season 
of assessment and collection of the revenue; and all of them had that obvio;:s 
interest in the produce of the harvest on the ground, which would have secured 
their personal attendance, and precluded disorders in their districts till the actual 
arrival of the Ameens, and the promulgation of his Excellency’s proclamations 
should have inspired confidence in their minds, and liave put an end to every 
rational fear of any future insurrection or commotion. E’ven supposing the 
inclination, in a few turbulent landholders, to take advantage of the meditated 
change for the purpose of exciting disorder in their districts, still the season of the 
year was then by no means so advanced as to preclude the employment of troops 
for the purpose of suppressing such disorders ; and it was unnecessary for me to 
remark, with what genuine satisfaction 1 should, under those circumstances, 
have complied with any requisition from his Excellency for the aid of the Com- 
pany’s forces. The present advanced period of the year, 1 admitted, and the 
approach of the periodical rains, though they gave no ground whatever for the 
fear of insurrection or commotion in consequence of the deputation of Ameens, 
might tend greatly to limit the exertions of those officers in the investigation < 
committed to their charge, and the advantages of those exertions ; since many 
obstacles might be opposed to the investigation and collection of papens hy the 
intrigues of the present Aumils, if permitted to remain in authority in the dis- 
tricts till the end ofSawun or Bhadoon, as his Excellency proposed, as well as 
by the oqcupation of the landholders and peasantry in the necessary duties of 
husbandry during. the rains, by their known aversion to attending on the officers 
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Brai^^PBUUeal. of Governnent during those months, the want of efficient support on the part 
Comalt«U«ii^ of the Atneens, and finali^r, the local circumstances of the districts. But all 
^ t8 ti» these disadvantages, I maintained, were by no means of a nature to preclude or 
];^tar suspend the adoption of the meditated arrangements, nor to limit the beneficial 
<rM Reaideat at effects which must ultimately and permanently How from them ; while, on the 
Lockoow. other hand, the disadvantages in question, or any other difficulty, which might 
occur in the execution of the proposed arrangements, being ascrtbable solely to 
his Excellency's own procrastination, could, on no principle, be admitted as a 
valid pretext for a refusal to fulfil his engagements. 

7. Some further and more general conversation ensued on the subject of' 
his Excellency’s engagements, during which he repeatedly recognized and ad* 
mitted the obligation of all his agreements with me, and expressed his desire to 
fulfil them, if a mode of fulfilling them could be devised to remove the principal 
apprehensions which still preyed on his mind, namely, the fear of disorder in the 
country, and of a diminution of his independent authority ; and by this conver* 
satuHi we were led to a retrospective perusal of the four articles of agreement 
contained in his Excellency’s amended replies of the 4th of April last. 

8. Those articles of agreement I now proceeded to abstract for his Excel- 
lency’s reconsideration, connecting each article in its turn with one of the four 
fundamental principles of reform, as stated in the instructions of the Goverjo- 
ment, under date the S8th of December, as follows : viz. 

First. A division and subdivision of bis dominions into Zillahs and mehauls, 
with a view to facilitate the adoption of all the subsequent arrangements. This 
preliminary measure his Excellency declared to be totally unobjectianuble, as 
far as it was practicable, and offered of his own accord to send his Dewan, Dia-^ 
krishen, to me for the purpose of concluding the arrangement. 

Secondly. The deputation of Ameens to all the mehauls, to investigate the state 
of the country and collect revenue documents, with a view to the moderate as- 
sessment of the lands. Tti the immediate and universal adoption of this measure 
bis Excellency opposed his apprehension of general rlisorder in the country by 
the supersession of all his oincers at once, and also his engagements with some 
farmers who deserved well ofhis Government, and whose districts were in excel- 
lent order. This latter objection by his Excellency occasioned an inquiry, on 
my part, into the number and extent of the engagements to which lie alluded, 
and an observation that, if I were rightly informed, the whole of the leases in 
question were now about to expire, and that, indeed, the practice of his Govern- 
ment, in as far as I had observed it, had always restricted those leases to the 
term of a single year. His Excellency admitted this fact generally, adverted also 
to the recent death of one of his principal farmers, and mentioned particularly 
the districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, under the charge of Hukeem Mehdi 
Alee Khan, whose lease did not certainly expire, he observed, with the present 
fusly year, though he mts ignorant of the term of its duration. From his Excel- 
lency^ further remarks, I gathered, that a moiety, if not more, ofhis dominions^ 
was already under the management of amaunee Aumils, or officers corresponding 
in some degree in their functions with those employed by our Government as 
Ameens; and this circumstance suggested a proposal, which I was about to make 
for the removal of his Excellency’s apprehensions, when he interrupted me by 
stating it himself, namely, that the investigation and collection of revenue papers, 
should be committed to the ofiUcers already employed in those districts, under the 
instructions which 1 had suggested, and with the furtlier benefit of tlie nrocla- 
niation in his Excellency’s amended terms. By this arrangement be admitted 
that a number of his apprehensions would be removed ; and it was agreed that 
this proposal should be committed to writing, and maturely considered by his 
Excellency, who promised to signify his determination in the course of a few 
days. 

The third and fourth articles of agreement were now read to his Excellency, 
namely, a provision for a triennial settlement with the landholders, &c., at a 
iiKwIt rate rate of assessment, under a gradation of engagements for that period, 
to be guaranteed by the Government, and ultimately the establishment of a 
eourt of justice and efficient police in each Zillah, when the settlement of the 

. revenue 
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revenue shouM be concluded. To both those articles liis Excellency implicitly 
adhered ; and our conference of the 25th ultimo broke up with a promise, on my 
part, of submitting the heads of it in writing in the course of that or the following 
day. 

9. In the evening of the same day I transmitted accordingly to his Excellency 
an abstract of the heads of our conference, a copy of which is enclosed ; and on 
the 29th ultimo 1 bad the honour of receiving from his Excellency an answer to 
that abstract, a translation of which is enclosed, and in which the Honourable 
the Vice-President in Council will not fail to observe that his Excellency the 
Vizier has still professed his adherence to all the articles of agreement, though 
the fulfilment of them be declared to be dependent on the removal of a few re- 
maining apprehensions, for which his Excellency has been pleased to refer me to 
documents already in my possession, having no connection whatever with the 
modified arrangement proposed. 

10. In reply to this latter reference, so characteristic of the Vizier’s dispo- 
sition, and to some other objections which he has offered in his answer to the 
abstract of our conference, I thought it rny duty to address a letter to him, under 
date the 30th ultimo, a copy of which is enclosed, requiring an explicit detail of 
all his remaining objections ; and to this letter I have not hitherto been favoured 
with a reply. 

1 1. His Excellency’s health has been recently reported to me, by himself and 
by several others, to be affected in some degree by the extraordinary occupation 
of his mind in the progress of this discussion, or by casual imprudences of his 
own, and this circumstance, combined with the death of a grand-dnughter and 
one of his sisters, has precluded my urging him for a reply to my letter of the 
30th ultimo, or bringing any other important question under his view. 

12. I shall, however, take an early opportunity of soliciting the favour of a 
reply to my letter above noticed, and of urging the immediate adoption of the 
several measures of reform, and I shall not fail to apprize you of the result of 
those proceedings, for the further information of the Government. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

1 2 th June 1 8 1 1 . Resident* 


Abstract of the Heads of a Conference with His Excellency the Vizier, the 

iSth May 181 1. 

1st. Recalled to his Excellency's recollection the four fundamental and indis- 
pensable principles which must form the basis of a reform in his administration, 
namely ; First, A just and moderate assessment of the revenue to be settled with 
all the landholders of the country ; Secondly, A settlement for a fixed term, not 
less than three years ; Thirdly, The conclusion of engagements, in regular gra- 
dation, from tne Aumil to the Ryot ; and Fourthly, The guarantee of those 
engagements by the Government, and the establishment of a mode of obtaining 
redress in the case of a departure from those engagements. 

2d. His Excellency, reminded of his absolute and unconditional engagements, 
voluntarily entered into with me, to give effect to the foregoing principles to 
which his engagements had reference, as follows : viz. First, A division and sub- 
division of his country into Zillahs, or departments, and mehauls. Secondly, The 
appointment and deputation of an Amecn to each mehaul, for the purpose of 
ascertaining its condition and collecting the revenue papers, with a provision 
that those papers should be submitted to my inspection, and if approved, should 
form the basis of a triennial settlement. Thirdly, The conclusion of a triennial 
settlement, under a gradation of engagements from the Tehsildar to the Ryot, 
will) a provision that those engagements should be submitted for my inspection 
and satisfaction, in every case of a requisition for the aid of British troops to 
poerce the latnlholders or others ; ami Fourthly, The establishment of courts oi 
justice and an eilicient police in all the Zillahs and mehauls. 
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FiditkMl sd. His Excellency entreated to re6ect on the obvious impossibility of his 
s l‘aving been influenced by the extraordinary fears and apprehensions which are 

^ . ' detailed in his recent letters at the lime when Im voluntarily and cheerfully 

EndM^ in entered into the foregoing engagements with me, since the fuHUment of any of 
Jleadtnt’t {Men. those engagements, or the observance of any one of tlie fundamental principles 
of reform, seems totally incompatible with the existence of the apprehensions 
now entertained ; while, on the other hand, a dereliction of any of the fore- 
going engagements, on my part, and a removal of his Excellency’s doubts 
and apprehensions, all of which are, in my mind, imaginary und ground- 
less, must appear to be equally impracticable. For example, if his Excellency 
assert that tne deputation of Ameens will occasion loss of revenue, and ns no 
loss of revenue, either present or future, must l>e incurred, that the Ameens 
cannot he deputed ; and 1 answer to this objection, that a trifling present loss, 
even admitted, as the ordinary consecjuence of a reform, if tending to great anti 
manifest future advantage, is in reality no loss whatever, and his Excellency 
persist io indulging a groundless apprehension, or maintaining an unesitablisheti 
assertion, what argument can in such a case be applied ? Again, if bis Excellency 
assert that the system of assessment proposed to him has been tried in the 
Cetled Provinces for a period of ten years and has failed ; nay, that the Ceded 
Provinces are now in disorder, and consequently that a similar system must 
create disorder in his dominions, and I answer to this objection, that the system 
in question has been entirely successful, that the Cetled I’rovinces are in perfect 
order, that agreeably to treaty we are entitled to refiuire the adoption of similar 
measures in Oude, and that the success of those measures is easy and certain, if 
his Excellency will but concur in them ; and his Excellency’s reply to those 
arguments, that his fears are by no means removed ; what further remedy can 
be offered for apprehensions so totally groundless ? Yet such is the manifest 
nature of every doubt which his Excellency has urged. And those doubts and 
apprehensions being inconsistent with his Excellency’s engagements, the altera* 
tions further which he has thought proper to make in the drafts that I submitted 
to him, being destructive of the objects of those drafts, I cannot possibly con- 
sider the deputation of Ameens, under such circumstances, and with such modi- 
fications of the drafts, as a fulfilment of his Excellency’s engagements ; more 
particularly under the influence of the assertion which his Excellency has been 
pleased to add, that in so deputing the Ameens he is acting by my advice, on 
the nature of which assertion I beg his Excellency to reflect. 


4th. If the Ameens are not to be deputed in the manner, and with the procla- 
mation, instructions, &c., suggested by me, what then is to be done, and how 
are his Excellency’s engagements to be fulfilled ? Under this head, a proposal ' 
mutually suggested for the purpose of obviating the apprehension of disorder, 
and loss of revenue, by the appointment of Ameens, namely, that, a large portion 
of the country being already amaneCf the persons now in ofHc^ be employed to 
collect the necessary papers under instructions agreeable to my draft. That in 
the districts now farmed, and of which the leases expire with the present year, 
such as the districts lately under Khanazad Khan, and Baraitch (the farmer being 
dead), &c., the measure of deputing Ameens, agreeably to my ^an, be adopted, 
or some other equally effectual means of investigation be pursued, under his 
Excellency’s exclusive a.iithority, without advice or responsibility on my part; 
and with regard to Khyrabad and Mohumdie, the lease of which has some time 
to run, and cannot therefore be broken without the consent of the farmer, 
that his Excellency shall satisfy the farmer, for the sake of uniformity in his 
administration, and institute tlie necessary investigation in the manner above 
proposed. 

5th. His Excellency floally reminded of the obvious propriety of answering 
the Governor-General’s fetter without delay. 


A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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His E.trellcticy the T'lnicr's Amxcers to the Heads of CoNfeoenee onhmitted Ay 
the Resident, i^Received the ^9th May \'6\\,) 

The first, second, and third fundamental principles, as stated in the heads of 
conference, coinciding with the articles of agreement which 1 transmitted to 
you on the 4th April last, I .agree to. The fourth princi])le, respecting the 
guarantee of the engagements with the landholders and cultivators is also agreed 
to, to this effect, that the observance of the engagements in question will be 
under the guai'antee of the Presence ; and in the case of any broach of those 
engagements, redress shall be afforded to the Ryots under my autliority. 

The division and subdivision of the country, also the deputation of Ameeni, 
the triennial settlement, and the introduction of the new system in the terms 
of the articles of agreement under date 4th of April, are all agreeable to the 
Presence ; but as there is a small difference between what you have now submit- 
ted and the terms of my engagements aljovementioned, I can only abide by 
those terms ; aad in the hitroductiun of the new system, the removal of my 
doubts and fears is necessary according to promise. The insertion of those seti- 
teiices, which I rejected from your drafts, cannot be admitted, because it will 
be productive of injurious effects. 

With regard to the projjosal for committing the investigation and collection of 
papers in the several districts, which are amaunee, to the ofiicers already in charge, 
the adoption of this measure will certainly obviate many of mv fears; but even 
then, a few of the doubts which arc stated in the rlocument before transmitted 
will still remain: and with regard to the investigation and collection of papers 
in the mehauls that are now farmed, by deputing Ameens as you suggest, 
if Ameens be deputed to those mehauls, the same fears and apprehensions will 
arise. 

With regard again to Khyrahad and Mohumdie, there are three years and 
four moutiis of the lease to expire; but 1 shall Bstie orders on the suliject to 
llukeem Mehdi Ake Khao, and forward his answer for your informalion. 

In short, I still abide hy all that I have written to you on this subject, and an 
answer to the Governor-General’s letter shall be prepared, when all these matters 
shall be settled. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. llAtLLiJi, 

Resident. 


To Ilis Excellency the Vizier, 6ih Jema(lec*-ool-awul 12*26, 5()th May 1811. 

I 'have had the honour of receiving your Excellency's written answer to the 
personal commuuication which I made to you on the first of the month of Jema- 
dee-ool-awul (25th May), an abstract of wiiich was subsequently submitted to 
you in writing, as a reply to your Excellency's letter of tlie 22d of Rnbbee-oos- 
sanee (I6th May) and to the document which was enclosed in that letter 

Your Excelkncy having been pleased to remark that the abstract in question 
■differs in a small degree from tlie contents of the articles of agreement under 
date 9th of llubbee'ool-awul (4th April) I beg that your Excellency will specify 
the difference to which you allude, that 1 may explain it without any delay. 

Your Excellency having further observed, that you cannot consent to the in- 
eertion of thooe words in the drafts, because they involve injurious consequences, 
there be’mg nothing further from my intention, and that of the British (io- 
vemment, than to insist on any measure productive of injurious eilects, I request 
your Excellency will detail to me the injurious consequences in your con- 
ktnplation from the insertion of those words in the drafts. 

Again, your Excellency having stated that, though the adoption of the new 
W'easures proposed with a reference to ^'ieamaunce Aumils would certainly remove 
a number of your doubts, yet that certain others described in the original 
docuntent would still remain in your mind ; as, previously to the conference 
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alluded to, -no mention whatev’er was made of the plan of issuing orders to the 
amaunee Auinils and renters whose leases are about to expire, that should have 
created doubts in your Excellency’s mind regarding the effects of this measure, 
I beg that your Excellency will now be pleased to explain to me, in detail, the 
few remaining doubts to which you have here alluded. 

With respect to what your Excellency says regarding Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan, of whose lease a period of three years and four months is stated to remain, 
&c. &c., as your Excellency designs to address the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council after the whole of the discussion shall have been con- 
cluded, 1 hope that you will lose no time in settling this matter also with the 
Hukeem, and apprizing me of the result, that I may communicate to your 
Excellency what to my judgment may seem proper, alter a deliberate review of 
the whole of the circumstances under discussion. 

A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To N. B. Edmoiistonc, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir : 

In pursuance of the intention which was stated to you in the concluding 
paragraph of my despatch of the 12th instant, and having reason to believe that 
his Excellency the \'^ii:icr, misled by the pernicious and interested counsels of 
his present sole adviser, Hukeem Mehdi, to whose advice he has seemingly 
abandoned himself during the last two months, had determined on evading a reply 
to my letter of the 3()th ultimo, and was preparing an answer to the Governoi- 
Gencral’s letter in terms which I could not but disapprove, I considered it to be 
my duty to address a letter to his Excellency, in strong but respectful language, 
pointing out to him the extraordinary delay which had taken place in the fulhl- 
inent of his engagements, and requiring his immediate adoption of the principal 
measures of refoi in. 

2. A copy of the letter which I addressed to his Excellency on this occa- 
sion is transmitted for the information of the Government ; aud the Honour- 
able the Vice-President in Council, in perusing this document, will observe 
that uilh the view of rendering the immediate adoption of the important mea- 
sures in contemplation more agreeable to his Excellency the Vizier, I thought 
it proper to make two concessions to his Excellency, in the hope that, by those 
concessions, every possible objection might be removed, and his cordial concur- 
rence ensured in all the subsequent arrangements. 

3. Those conces.sions are, first, the point of deputing new Ameens to' the 
districts ; in lieu of which I have agreed to his Excellency’s recent proposal for 
committing the investigation of the state of the districts, and the collection of 
revenue papers, to the Aumils now in authority, under the new character 
of Ameens, and with the benefit of the proclamations and instructions; 
and, secondly, my acquiescence in the alteration proposed by his Excel- 
lency the ^’’izier in my original draft of the proclamation, namely, in his 
omission of the words " with the advice and concurrence of the British Go- 
** vernment.” 

4. I have been influenced in the first of those concessions by a consideration ol 
the sentiments of the Governnrent, conveyed in your despatch of the 3d of 
May last, with regard to the original question of my participation in the choice 
of Ameens, and by the obvious reflection, arising out of those sentiments, that 
if the British Government were not entitled to a voice in the appointinent of 
officers to execute the measures of reform, it was of little consequence to us 
whether the duties of the Ameens should be performed by the officers already 
in charge, or by new officers of the Vizier’s independent selection ; while, on 
the other hand, the satisfaction of his Excellency’s mind was a manifest advantage 
to he gained by this voluntary concession on my |iart : and as the proceedings 
of tire investigation proposed, whether conducted by new Ameens or by the 
present incumbents, would still be submitted to my inspection, and subject to 
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my ultimate approval, tlie real extent of the concessiun \vas a matter of small 
consideration, in comparison with the advantage to be gained. 

5. To the second concession I was urged partly by a doubt excited in my 
own mind, of our positive right to demand the inseition of the words in question 
in a public proclamation to be issued under the Vizier’s seal to his subjects, 
partly by the nature, however frivolous^ of his Excellency’s objections 
to their insertion, and partly by reflecting that the general objects and 
result of the discussions between his Excellency and me would soon be uni- 
versally known throughout Oude, and would of themselves produce the coti- 
viction, which it was my particular wish to inspire, that, tiie measures of reform 
in this country being dictated by British counsels, the future details of those 
measures, and the engagements to be executed under them, would be influenced 
by the same counsels, and entitled in n certain respect to the Honourable Com- 
pany’s guarantee, or that, at all events, a general knowledge among the people 
of the source from which the new system of administration had spiung, would 
operate as a caution to the public oflicers of this Government, and to the prin- 
cipal classes of its subjects, against a future departure from their engagements, 
or a breach of their duties to the State. 

6. My letter to his Excellency the Vizier, as conveying those eoncessions so 
apparently conducive to his satisfaction, might have naturally becti expected to 
produce a cordial concurretice, on his part, in the adoption of tiie modifled 
arrangements, and a sincere disposition to facilitate, by all the means in his 
power, the progress of the measures of reform. 

7. With equal mortification and concern I report, for the information of the 
Government, that they have hitherto apparently produced a directly opposite 
cflect. His Excellency's answer to my letter received on the iGth instant, (a 
translation of which is enclosed,) is in my judgment a production characteristic 
truly of his Excellency’s mind and disposition in every other respect, save that 
it wants the usual gloss of artfulness to cover his habitual evasion, and conveys, 
what I do not yet suppose him to entertain, a fixed and determined resolution 
of departing from his solemn engagements. 
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8. It were a useless occupation of time to canvas the various absurdities,, 
inconsistencies, and unsupported assertions, with whicii this short letter abounds. 


The plea on which his Excellency has attempted to evade a satisfactory reply 
to my letter of the .‘10th ultimo, by referring me to his statement of his doubts, 
having obvious and exclusive reference to a former stage of the discussion, aqd 
to circumstances totally different from those under which my letter was written, 
is a sufficient specimen of the whole force of his argument for suspending the 
fulfilment of his engagements ; and the advantage whicli he has attempted to 
take of a short letter from me, conveying a remonstrance against the partial and 
nugatory commencement of the general measures of reform, is alike descriptive 
of his character and of his reasoning in the present ncgocialion. 

9. I lost no time in preparing and transmitting a reply to the extraordinary 
production in question j and by the terms of my rej)Iy to Ids Excellency, (a copy 
of which is enclosed,) 1 have, to the best of iny ability anil judgment, refuted 
every argument which he has used, and removed every reasonable objection to 
Uie immediate fulfilment uf his engagements. 

10. The effect of tltis last letter remains yet to be seen. I cannot relinquish 
tlie hope of his Excellency’s being ultimately induced to evince a cordial con- 
currence in the just views of the Government, for his own eminent advantage, 
as well as the comfort and happiness of his people ; and 1 am further encouraged 
to indulge this expectation by reflecting, that the expiration of the current 
fusly year will shortly of itself supersede the existing revenue arrangements, 
and that, as his Excellency can scarcely entertain the design of renewing the 
leases of the farmers, in direct opposition -to the advice of the British Goveni- 
nient, as conveyed by tlie Governor-General’s letter, nor can he propose to 
l^itwself at any future period the support of the British troojis to the exercise of 
the present system of bis udmiuistrut-ion, lie must soon see the ncecs.sity of 

3 L adopting 
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adopting the measures of reform, or of sacrificing wantoniy a large portion of 
his revenue. 

11. I have this day announced to his Excellency my intention of waiting on 
him at breakfast on the morning of the SSd instant ; and 1 shall take that oppor» 
tunity of soliciting his serious attention to the circumstances above stated, whidi 
may hitherto have escaped his observation. 

1 have, 8ie. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

SOth June 1811. Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 20th Jemadee-ool-awul 1226, or 

13th June 1811). 

Two months and eleven days have elapsed since I had the honour of receiving 
from your Excellency the articles of agrectuent contained in your letter to my 
address, under date the 9th of Rubbcc-ool-awul (4th of April). 

In the paper containing those articles, your Excellency, after mature deli- 
beration and discussion, declared your unqualified assent to four fundamental 
measures which I had suggested for your adoption, and which are detailed in 
the document in question, as well as in the abstract of our conference on the 1st 
of Jemadee-ool-awul (25ih of May). 

When, after the lapse of nearly twenty days, your Excellency was pleased to 
convey to me some doubts which seemed subsequently to have arisen in your 
mind, with a reference to the adoption of tliose measures, although it was by no 
means incumbent on me to eiittr on the discussion of your doubts regarding 
measures which you had absolutely agreed to, yet, from motives of respect for 
your Excellency, I have been induced, both in writing and conversation, to 
exhaust every possible argument which the nature of the subject afforded, for 
the removal of the apprehensions which you described. 

Under these circumstances, I leave it to your Excellency to determine, whe- 
ther or not the delay which has hitlierto taken place in the fulfilment of your 
Excellency’s engagements, can be ascribed to any other cause than a spirit of 
procrastination on your own part, and whether or not the further period of 
fifteen days which has elapsed without my receiving a reply to my letter of the 
6th instant (30th of May) may be considered as an additional proof of your 
Excellency’s disposition to defer the fulfilment of your engagements. Reluc- 
tantly compelled, as 1 am, to view those delays in this light, it is now my 
duty to request that, in pursuance of the first article of agreement, a sketch of 
the division and subdivision of your dominions, which may be prepared in the 
course of a day', be immediately transmitted for my information, or that Dia- 
krishen be directed to attend me with the necessary documents for this purpose, 
as proposed by y-pur Excellency at our conference. TJiat, further, your Excel- 
lency will be pleased, with the least practicable delay, to adopt the necessary 
measures for the collection of tl»e revenue papers and investigation of the state 
of the districts, by .deputing Ameens, as 1 proposed, or issuing your instructions 
to the Aumils ; that so, at the appointed time, the triennial settlement may be 
concluded, and this important measure, as agreed on, may he followed in 
due time by the estabUsliment of courts of justice and polled in every Zillah 
of your 

With regariff^ idlSe appointment and deputation of Ameeni, or the employ- 
ment of the tAcumbents, and whether the proclamations, the sunnuds 

for the Araeen^ 4hd the perwannabs addressed to collectors and farmers, shall 
be issued in the terms of the drafts submitted by me, or in those suggested by 
your Excellency, being ever desirous of coRsnlting your Excellencj/^s pleasure 
to the utmost practicable extent, although the adoption of original propo- 
sals seems still to be highly expedient, if not essential to the eli^ects in view, I 
am prepared to acquiesce in your modified proposal and niaendinent of the 
drafts, if, on further mature consideration, you# ExceUeney shall deem those 
alterations indispensable to the removal of your doubts and to create con- 
fidence 
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fidence in youi* mind, 'with a reference to the contemplated arrangements, the 
immediate or early adoption of which is, in my mind, so important an object. 

To conclude, as more than two months have already unprofitably elapsed, 
and as, after the conclusion of solemn and positive engagements between two 
States, it can never justly be required by either of the contracting parties to 
listen to, or obviate, the doubts of the other, with a reference to the fulfilment 
of those engagements ; as, for example, if, with a reference to the fulfilment of 
the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession in 1801, or to the concluding article 
of the agreement with Marquess Wellesley, your Excellency should now be 
pleased to entertain, or describe, any scruples or apprehensions of loss, the British 
Government could be under no obligation to remove them ; and as, in like 
manner, your Excellency’s doubts, with a reference to the plan of reform pro- 
posed by the British Government, after the declaration of your assent to that 
plan in the authenticated document of the 9th of Rubbee-ool-awul (4th of 
Api'il) are no kni^er entitled to consideration as an excuse for your rejection of 
that plan, I must therefore repeat my expectation, that yoiir Excellency will no 
longer delay to give effect to those salutary arrangements, so eminently calcu- 
lated to promote the true interests of your Government, and no less beneficial 
to yourself than indispensable with a reference to your engagements. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received iGth June 1811, 23d Jcmadee-ool- 

awul 1226.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 13th instant (20th of Jemadee-ool- 
awul.) 

You have stated that two months and fifteen days have elapsed, &c. (reca- 
pitulate the remark.) 

As, in the case of the deputation of Araeens, I continue to apprehend the sub- 
version of my authority, the retirement and disaffection of my subjects, and 
genei'al disorder in the country, as well as suspension of the collections, total 
loss of balances, and other injurious effects, from the ignorance of the Ameens, 
and the want of a measurement of the lands, therefore the fulfilment of what 
was written in the document under date the 9th of Rubbee ool awul (4th of 
April) has been suspended till the removal of my apprehensions, which has not 
yet taken place, and a promise for that purpose is between us : Further, as 
whatever 1 had to write on this sul^ect has been written several times, if 1 
answered your letter of the 6th of Jemadee-oobawul (.90th of May,) it would 
only be to repeat my former writings. 

With a reference to your request of a sketch of the division and subdivision of 
the country, and of the immediate adoption of measures for the collection of 
revenue papers ; as my apprehensions regarding the deputation of Ameens have 
not yet been removed, the other measures which you propose must also be sus- 
pended till this take place. 

In answer to your argument of the inadmissibility of rdjr doubts, and their 
not being entitled to a hearing after a conclusion of the figreeip^nt, &c. (reca- 
pitulate the remark). The case is this: That, as, «,aRar jr|oihiving the said 
articles of agreement, and subsequently the statement df^jm^do^ts, you wrote 
to me, in your own hand, that the dispatch of the AmeehS should be delayed till 
the removal of my apprehensions, and afterwards told me, at a conference, that 
as many of those apprehensions as could be removed by yourself should be obvi- 
ated immediately, and that the Governor-General would obviate the remainder ; 
after which, at our conference of Tuesday, you informed me that the statement 
of my doubts had been forwarded to the Presidency, and that you had your- 
self prepared an answer to them in writing ; it follows that the dispatch of 
Ameens having been suspended* at your own request, till the removal of my 
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B«»gal Political doubts, all the other measures and arrangements which you propose must lie 


^JniyTaij^ suspended till the dispatch, of the Ameens. 

— — A true translation : 


(Signed) 


J, Baillie, 
Resident. 


Letter 
Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 18th June 1811.)^ 

^ The surprise and concern with which 1 have perused your Excellency’s letter 
of the l6tn instant are not to be described. 

The result of our conference of the^iAth ultimo, at which it was proposed to 
commit the investigation of the state of the country, and collection of revenue 
papers, to the officers now in employment, had impressed me with the natural 
belief, that the greatest number, if not the whole, of your Excellency’s appre- 
hensions had been happily removed, and your answer to the heads of that con- 
ference, transmited by your owm desire, contains an express acknowledgment 
to this purpose. My subsequent request of a detail of the particular apprehen- 
sions which remained has not yet been honoured with a reply ; and your Ex- 
cellency’s extraordinary delay to convey, or rather your apparent resolution to 
evade, a reply to that letter, combined with the repetition, now before me, of 
every doubt which you originally described, and some new additional appre- 
hensions, can in my mind be ascribed to no other purpose or view, than that of 
a departure from your engagements with me, and an evasion of the obligation 
imposed on you by the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession. 

1 shall now, for the lust time, adhering, however, to my argument of the inad- 
missible nature of your Excellency’s doubts, and disavowing most solemnly and 
sincerely my having ever promised to remove them (for the correctness of which 
disavowal I. refer to my letters in your possession), submit for your Excellency’s 
consideration the following simple statement, which seems to me to be amply 
sufficient for the removal of every apprehension that can possibly actuate your 
mind, with a reference to the measures in contemplation. It is this:— 

In the year of our Era 1801, or 1216 Hijree, a portion of your Excellency's 
territory, yielding a revenue of a crore and thirty-five lacs of rupees, was ceded to 
the Honourable Company, and immediately after the cession, the measures which 
are now recommended to y'our Excellency were adopted in that portion. The 
country was divided and subdivided into Zillalis and pergunnahs, or mehauls ; 
Ameens were deputed to investigate the condition anti assets of those mehauls j 
a settlement for a term of years was concluded ; courts of justice and a police 
were established ; without the occurrence of any one of the evils which your 
Excellency is pleased to apprehend. No subversion of public authority, no 
retirement nor disaffection of the people, no general, nor even partial, disorder 
in the country, no material injurious effects from the ignorance of Ameens, nor 
from the want of immediate measurement of the lands ; and, on the contrary, 
the landholders and peasantry of that portion of your Excellency’s former 
dominions were raised at once to a condition of comfort and confidence which 
they bad never l^fore experienced, and which has since been gradually increasing. 
Your Excellency’s present dominions form the reserved portion of that territory 
which'was ceded, more compact in its local situation, and more susceptible of 
efficient Government under the same system than even the portion which was 
ceded to the Company. And. where, them are the grounds of your Excellency’s 
fears, so hostile to every principle of reason, and to the unerring test ofexper 
rience in drcuiiii^ncits e:$actlv the same ? In short, though as before observed, the 
tenor of the. ,^iqle of tne Treaty of Cession, of the subsequent engagement 
with Lord Weltoiliyy and of the ultimate agreement with me, would have fully 
justified my refusal to listen to one of your Excellency’s doubts, (since no obliga» 
tioa to remove them can.be quoted from any of those documents,) I have listened 
with patience and respect,. 1 have laboured with much assiduity, and, if 
reason and experience be our guides, I must maintain that I. have laboured with 
success, to remove your Excellency’s apprehensions; consequently, I am now at 
liberty to declare, that your delay in giving, complete effect to the salutary 
arrangements proposedto you is as unworthy of your enlightened mind, a» the 

V , adoption . 
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adoption of those ' arrangements is indispensable, with a deference to existing 
engagements. 
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The refusal which your Excellency has now, for the first time, expressed of Letter 
transmitting a plan of the division and sub-division of your country, and of fro«nRM«dent at 
adopting any measures for the investigation of the state of the country, and the “cknow. 
collection of revenue papers, is stUl more extraordinary, if possible, than tire 
remark with which your letter has commenced. 


What possible connexion, I will ask, has the measure of deputing Ameens 
with llie division and sub-division of the country which may be arranged from 
your Excellency’s records, without any fear or apprehension, in the course of a 
single day ; and even admitting your groundless fears to remain, those f(btrs 
had a reference exclusively to the deputation of nerv Ameens, not surely, 
your Excellency will admit, to the employment of the present incumbents : a 
modified proposition of your own, and to which I afforded a qualified assent, 
with a view to your Excellency’s satisfaction, requiring shortly after a detail of 
the olyections which might still be proposed by your Excellency, in the case of 
my consent to this arrangement. 


That no real obiectiun remained, and that yonr Excellency was unable to 
devise any, is obvious from your delay to detail them, and your ultimate 
evasion of a reply to my letter, in which that detail was requested. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to take advantage, in an equally extraor- 
dinary manner, of the note which 1 had the honour of addressing to you, in my 
own hand>writing, with the sole and obvious view of preventing the partial 
deputation of Ameens to a few districts already amaunee. 

Can your Excellency have ceased to recollect the two modes of introducing 
tl)e plan of reform which were originally the subject of our discussion ? One, 
its general and universal introduction, at the same time, into every district of 
your dominions, under the details suggested by me, with the benefit of the pro- 
clamation and instructions, of which 1 furnished you with drafts. The other, a 
partial and experimental introduction of it into one district at a time, as explained 
by your Excellency in writing, for the first time, in your statement of doubts 
under date the 2.6th of Rubbee-ool-awul (21st of April), in the following words: 
“ I suggest tlie introduction of the new system first into one Elaka, which may 
“ be considered in the greatest disorder; and if this be settled according to my 

wish, let It then be introduced into another.” 

Of those two modes of introducing the system of reform, the first was 
my original and uniform choice. To the second 1 always objected in strong and 
decided terms, for various reasons, which it is now unnecessary to mention ; and, 
consequently, on my hearing a report of your Excellency’s intention to depute 
one or two Ameens to the districts of Soultaiipore and Peilaubghur, already 
amamiee, without even giving them the proclamation or instructions suggested by 
me, 1 observed the necessary precaution of writing to dissuade you from this 
measure ; but that the general deputation of Ameens to all the districts ef your 
dominions at one time, in the manner, and with the benefit of the documents,, 
which I had proposed for your adoption, should have been suspended by my 
desire, on any ground, or under any circumstances whatever, is, indeed, a most 
extraordinary assertion. It is, in other words, that I should have prevented the 
itdoption of a measure, which was uniformly, and is now, Che first object of my 
anxiety and desire, as being eminently .advantageous to yoiir Excelieoey, and 
unattended by any solid ground of apprehension, whatever your Exceliency 
may think of it. 

That I meutioned to your Excelteucy at our conference my intention of 
removing your douhts, as far as possible, and' of referring them for the conside- 
ration of tlie Government, is totally out of my recollection, though, as your 
Excellency lias stated the fact, I have too much respect for you to dispute it: 
and; indeed, to this ..extent it is certain, that every one of your Excellency’s 
letters and writings has been regularly transmitted to the Presidency. But as, 
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Beng^BsUtical at our conference of the 1st of Jemadeeool-awul (€5th Mky), aii abstract of 
^*Jnll81?’ which is in the Presence, a modified proposal had been made, superseding the 
^ * deputation of Ameens, and obviating, as I imagined, every doubt in your Excel- 

Letter lency’s mind, nay, acknowled^d to have obviated most of them, and your 
from Resident at acknowledgment to that effect oeing on record, the necessity for a reference 
Lucknow. jQ Government, or of awaiting the result of any reference hitherto made, is in 
my mind totally, removed ; and the division and subdivision of the country, the 
investigation of the state of the mehauls, and the collection of revenue papers, 
with all the subsequent measures to which your Excellency has solemnly pledged 
yourself, cannot, on any just principle, be suspended, or dependent on the depu> 
tation of new Ameens, to which your original apprehensions had alone and 
exclusively a reference. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bajulix, 

Resident. 


The Board observe, that the tenor of the foregoing despatches from the Resi- 
dent at Lucknow appears amply to confirm the opinion stated in the instructions 
issued to the Resulent, under date the 21st ultimo, and to demonstrate that the 
Vizier’s acquiescence in the plan of reform, as proposed to him by the Resident, 
would not, in the actual disposition of his Excellency’s mind, secure the effect 
of it ; and that it therefore seems advisable to direct the Resident to cease all 
further urgency, on the ground of the impracticability of adopting the requisite 
preliminary arrangements before the expiration of the fusly year. Previously, 
however, to the preparation of these instructions, his Excellency the Vice-Presi-. 
dent in Council deems it proper to await the receipt of the Resident’s report of;- 
his further proceedings, that may be expected to comprehend the close of. his - 
negotiation. 

Ordered accordingly. That the preceding despatches- from the Resident ati 
Lucknow do lie for consideration. 


Letter 

fix>m Resident at 
Lucknow.. 


To N. B. Edmonstonc, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Honour- 
able the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which I have 
recently received from Major Drummond, commanding a detachment in Akber- 
pore, and Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the troops at Sooltanpore, 
together with a copy of a letter which I have tliis day addressed to Colonel 
Fraser. 

1 have, &c. 


Lucknow, 
LBth June 1811. 


(Signed) J. Baic.lie, 

Resid^L. 


Letter from To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

M^ot Drummond. Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
6th instant.. 


Agreeably to the instructions therein contained, I have directed the artillery 
and cavalry to march to-morrow morning for their respective lines, and iAtehd 
to follow them the day after. ‘ 

Deeming the surrender of Chandapoce advisable during the time tbf 
ment remained in the field and in force, 1 summoned, and, am - happy to sty,, 
have added it to the lists of the forts surrendered. 


Allow me to express a hope, that the services of the detachment ditring^in.' 
limited period it has been employed, have been such as to merit the approbation 
of his Excellency the Vizier and yourself. On my part, I can with safety aver, 
that I have every reason to be pleased with all the officers composing the 
detachment. 


The 
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The foitrc^Mes and ghurHes have been delivered over to his Excel* Bengal Political' 

lency’s Aumil ; and as nothing remains to be achieved, agreeably with your i*’ 

orders I shall return with the troops to their cantonments. 

I have, Ac. 


Gamp, near Allyghur, 
11th June 1811.- 


(Signed) F. DauMifONo, 

Major, commandingfi the 
Detachment. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter fhnn 

CKr > Lieutenant.Colonel 

• Frflscr 

r.. I have the honour to acquaint you, that the division of my battalion 
recently and independently employed in the districts of Akberpore and Tanda, 
under the command of Major Drummond, joined me yesterday at this post, 
with the exception of one officer (Lieutenant Hawthorne) and ninety men,, 
directed to remain there for the purpose of demolishing the Fort of Chandapore,. 
and some others of less importance already in his possession. 

2. This officer is instructed to inform me if he should find it requisite tO'bave 
his detachment reinforced, in which case I shall adopt the necessary measures 
for accomplishing it. 


3. From the report made to me by Major Drummond, and the. means stated 
to be furnished Lieutenant Hawthorne for executing the duties in which he is at 
present employed, it is probable that the destruction of Chandapore, &c. will 
take near one month ; after which period, I make no hesitation in stating to you 
as my public and professional opinion, that the services, or even the exertions of 
British troops in these districts can be of little or no avail, as the period of the 
year and low situation of the country are such as must prove insurmountable 
obstacles to military operations, and be the means of materially injuring the 
men’s arms, ammunition, and discipline. 

I haver &c. 

Sooltanpore, (Signed) R. Fraser, 

Ibth June 1811. LieutenanUColonel,. 

communding at Sooltanpore. 


To Lieutenant'Colonel Fraser, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore* 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
l6th instant, reporting Major Drummond’s return with the detachment under 
his command to the head-quarters of his battalion. 

2. The speedy and successful execution of the service on which Major 
Drummond was employed, and the surrender and demolition of tlie fortresses 
in the. districts of Akberpore and Tanda, are, in my opinion, highly creditable 
to Major Drummond’s professional judgment and zeal, as well as to the con- 
duct of the officers and men of his detachment y and 1 request the favour of 
your conveying these my sentiments to Major Drummond, in answer to that 
officer’s despatch under date the 11th instant. 

9*- X entirely approve the instrucUons which you have issued to Lieutenant 
HawUiorne,. and you will consider yourself as autliorized to recall that 
e^cer with bis detachment to the head-quarters of his corps, whenever you have* 
reason to believe that his- continuance in Akberpore is unnecessary. 

Xhave, &c. 

lAicltaow, (Signed) J. Bailue,. 

XStli J^ne 1811.. Resident. 

To 


Letter 

from Resident at . 
Lucknow. 
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To Mi'jor J. Baiiiief Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 18th uhimo^ 
transmitting copies of letters which you had received from Major Drummond and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the troops atSooUanpore, reporting the 
return to cantonments of the detachment employed under the command of the 
former, after the accomplishment of the objects tor which it had been formed, 
together with copy of your reply to the latter communication, and to signify to 
you the entire concurrence of his Excellency the Vice-President in Council in 
the opinion which you have expressed, regarding the zeal mad judgment with 
which that service has been performed. 

You will accordingly be pleased to make known to Major Drummond the 
sense which his Excellency the Vice-President in Council entertains of the 
merits of his conduct, in the speedy and successful execution of the duties thus 
committed to his charge. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. Eumonstone,. 

5th July 1811. Chief Secretary to Government.. 


Bengaf Political 
Consultations, 

5 July 1811. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Goverameou 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS 
The \ith July l^U. 

To N. B. Edmotibtone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government; 

Sir : 

1. The piimary objects of my visit to his Excellency the Vizier on the, morn- 
ins; of the 22d instant, which was announced in my despatch of the SQtb, were 
the adjustment of some' disputed points between his Excellency and the two 
Bogums, the restitution of a considerable portion of the revenue of Tujommopl-. 
Huoseiu Khan’s ja^ier collected by his Excellency’s officers during the period of 
the resumption of the jagier, the payment uf a portion of Casim Alee Khans- 
stipend unjustly withheld, and the settlement of a few subordinate questions, in 
all which the unhappy disposition of the Vizier, and his vindictive spirit of 
resentment against tne dependants of the British Government, have induced' 
him to impose upon me the disagreeable but indispensable duty of remonstra-' 
ting against his injustice and oppression, and, in some cases, his real inhumanity 
towards the most respectable of the connections of his family. 

2. After a partial degree of success in the discussion of those subordinate, 
points, and a conversation of some length regarding the provisions of a supple-, 
mental treaty for the decision of questions of disputed boundary between the 
two States, to which his Excellency has recently started some frivolous objec-, 
tions, I put on the appearance of taking leave, witljout making any reference 
to the important question of reform, in the hope of his Excellency’s being 
induced, by a recollection of the contents of my letters, which were still un- 
answered in his hands, to commence the discussion himself and to make some 
proposition for its adjustment. 


Beni^al PoHtk'al 
Gontultatiom,- 
12 July leil. 

Letter 

ffom Ueeideat at 
Lucknow. 


3. Disappointed in this hope, I remarked to his Excellency that though the 
primary objects of my visit were an inquiry regarding his health, and an adjust- 
ment of the subordinate questions which we had just ceased to converse on, I. 
could not, consistently with the duties of friendship for his Excellency, neglect 
any opportunity that occurred of endeavouring to convince him of the wisdom, 
justice, and necessity of the several measures of reform recommended to him 
by our Government, for his own eminent advantage, and of the striking impro- 
priety of his delay to carry those -measures into effect, after his faith had been 
pledged for their adoption. 

4. I lamented, in the most impressive terms which I could use, that his Excel- 

lency should have, even for a time, alloweil himself to be so misled by the per-, 
nicious and interested counsels of a few designing individuals, as to evince a 
serious intention of departing from his positive engagements, and to place among: 
the records of the British Government and his own, a series of written incon- 
sistencies and evasions, so unworthy of his high character for great talents and 
wisdom, and so injurious to his reputation for good faith, and for sincerity itk 
his professions of friendship to the Honourable Company’s Government. ; 

5. Considering the discussion with his Excellency on my own part, in as far a# 
just arjiu men t, sound reasoning, an«l conciliatory language extended, to be now , ,, 
entirely at an end, I discharged an ultimate duty of friendship to his Excellency, 

in submitting for his serious consideration that the present fusly year was 
drawing v’ery near to its close, that his present arrangements for the realization 
his revenue would, of necessity, cease with this year, and that some new arrange- • '* 
Went must be adopted, with a view to the future security of the revenue; tlufr. , 
a renewal of any of the leases which were now about to expire, or the consign)-; • 
ment of any portion of his dominions to the future management of farmers, , *. ; , 
diiect opposition to the advice of the British Government, and to the express 
terms of the higlit Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, could not be, I 
trusted, in liis contemplation ; that the future assistance or support of a singld’ 
soldier of the Biiiisti army to the present baneful system of assessment and col- 
lection, or to any of its instruments in the persons of his Excellency’s Aumils, was 
totally out of the question ; aind that, under all those circumstances, ii behoved 
bis Excellency to consider under what so beneficial an anangement as the plan 
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Baagal I^a^ea^ sug^sted I>y oiir Government the resources of his country could be realized, and 
internal tranquillity of his dofftiniopfr sccumh against the probable insurrec- 
^ ■ tion of the landholders, the effect of their oppression and despair. 


fiflm BtSSLu zt The Vizier seemed sensibly affected by the influence of the foregoing 

; Liidcavr. remarks, which he (flisirdff iHV to liiiive with him in, writing, and promisetl, in a 
conciliatory manner, to make a personal communication on the subject of them 
in' the course of a few ffe 3 N. T dvditaii'Oomnnttiag to his Excellency tlie j-ough 
abstract of remarks wlrieli’ i held in my Itands at the time, and excused; 
itiyself from Obpyiog it' in the paiaee, on the groond of my having already 
detanted him too' loug ; hut L added^ lb«t the remarks Were of too serious a 
nature tnbe qaiekly for|^e(ett>hy hh ExceUensy, and that, if nec^sary,. 1 should 
sttbmtt them to him in writing on some future occasion. 


7. On the morning of the !24th instant, his Excellency retired to Beebeepore, 
at the diatnoes of five miles from the city, without apprizing me of his inten- 
tion, or lefierring in any res|)ect to his promise of a verbal communication, 
which, on tlie contrary, he has manifestly evaded by this sudden retreat to fiee- 
bCepore: and 1 had, in consequence, prepared a letter for his Excellency, 
recalling to his recollection the substance of my two former letters, dated the 
50th ultimo and 19th instant, and recapitulating, for his serious consideration, 
the remmrkfr which were submitted to him at our conference: when, on the 
OvCniog of the S^h instant, to my unspeakable surprise and concern, 1 received 
the extrordinary letter, a transltrtion of which is enclosed. 

8. The contents of this letter from his Excellency having no tendency to 
supersede, or to suggest alteration in the substance of my letter already pre- 
pared, 1 transinitted it on the following morning with a second short letter, 
acknowledging the receipt of his Excellency’s, and promising an answer to such 
parts of it as seemed worthy of reply, when a prospect might hereafter present 
Itself of my communications on this subject being received with tbat attention 
which they deserved. Copies of both the letters alluded to are transmitted by 
this despatch. 


On a retrospect of the whole of the proceedings in this arduous and im- 
poFtapt negotiation, His Excellency the Vice-President in Council will, I doubt 
not, do me the justice to believe, that every possible exertion of my judgment 
and zeal has been applied, in the first instance, to prevail on his Excellency the 
Vizier to acquiesce in the salutary arrangements proposed to him by the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council ; that, further, uo argument 
which the iostruotioos of tl)e Government suggested, or the nature of the case 
and subsequent occurrences required, has been omitted on my part, with the 
view and for the purpose of inducing Ns Excellency to banish his imaginary fears, 
and to adhere to his original engagements ; and tliat his Excellency's ultimate 
deniat of tliose engagements, in direct opposition to the terms of a written 
document authenticate by a letter under his seal, when every argument, and 
even plausible pretext for furtlici! delay had been repelled, is a circumstance 
which I could never have foreseen, and which no exertion of my judgment coukl, 
at any time, have enabled me to guard against. 

lO. I am still encouraged to hope for some favourable change in the mind of 
his Excelleticy the Vizier as the effect of my last letter ; and I shall not fail to 
t^e advantage of such a change, if produced, for the purpose of renewing the 
diseassioD, and of prosecuting it to a satisfactory conclusion. 


1 1. A firm and decided refusal of the future assistance of our troops to support 
the proceedings of the Aumils, or coerce the defaultin |5 Zemindars, must of 
necessity have tlie desired effect in a very limited time ; and a declaration of 
this resolution, on the part of tbC' Government, in a direct address from the 
Honourable the Vice-President to his Excellency the Vizier, would, 1 humbly 
coneeive, be of use in accelerating the accomplishment of the object. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

'' iSth Jane 181 1 . Resident- 

From 
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Ffots Hjs Exxellecuy tiie Vizier. {Bteceived tlie SiSih June i B1 1.) 

1 have receit'cd your letter, dated the 25th of Jemadcc*ool-awul X J8th instant), 
in reply to my shookba of tlin 2Sd. 

You have stated that “ the result of our conference on thB Ist dif this 
“ month, ” &c. (recapitulate the remark.) ^ ^ 


PAiliatfr 

la JuIjrlfUL 
ftam tka Visisa. 


In my answer to your abstract of the heads, of that conference,, it was wrhtetS' 
that, “ in the case of committing the duties of Ameens to the present aaiamee- 
** Aumtis, most of my doubts would certainly be removed, but that some 
“ would still be remaining and as nothing was afterwards settled about bsahrg- 
orders to those Aumih, if* any thing had been afterwards settled, I should have • 
declared my remaining doubts. « . 


Yoa remark, that when you asked for a detail of tlvose doubts, I evaded 
an answer to ypur letter, and in my last letter, above noticed, conveyed a repe* 
titiou of the whole of iny onginail doubts, with some additions. I cannot con^' 
ceive tiiat any thing additional was written i if it be so, let me know. 

I never made any positive promises : if I hadt whtf should I have subsequently 
sent a statempit oJ‘ my ditubts ? 


I. ne\'er intended, nor do I now intend, to depart from my promises, nor to 
evade the stipulations of treaties; and my intentions, with a reference to those' 
affairs, having been fully detailed in former writings, an answer to your letter of 
the 6th of Jemadec'ool'awul (30th May), as a repetition of the contents of 
former letters, was unnecessary, and was therefore withholdeo. 

You proceed to state, that although you had never made a promise for the 
removal of my imaginary apprehensions, &c. 

In yonr letter written by your own band, and received on the 27th of Rubbee* 
oos-sanee (Si8th May), a promise to the above effect is contained ; and with regard 
to your remark, that a simple fact is now offered for the removal of all my appre- 
Itenslons, namely, that ** a portion of my original territory, yielding a revenue,” 
&c. 1 know nothing at all of the establishment of the system in the Ceded 

Provinces, and the orders whicli have been determined on for my country were 
never carried into execution in those provinces, particularly that for an actual 
measurement of the lands, as you have yourself stated that actual measovement 
was not resorted to there but in cases oi necessity ; and when I informed you 
that the Ameens bad represented the impossibility of performing all the duties 
prescribed, you admitted their statement to be just. In answer to your remark, 
that although after the conclusion of “ the sixth article of theTreaty of Cession,” 
and **of the subsequent engagement with Marquess Wellesley,” See. The case is 
this : that in the said sixth article of the treaty and engagement with Lord Wei* 
lesley, there is no promise, nor acknowledgment, for the establishment of this 
system, tlie deputation of Ameens and tire establishment of courts of justice and 
police: and as for the articles of agreement contained in the document dated 9th 
Rubbee>ool*awal (ith AfwiI), that document may be considered like any other 
correspondence between us xohich is still subject to discussion, because what is 
written there is still dependent on discussion, and on the satisfaction of my mind. 


With regard to your remark, that “you have laboured with success by pfoofs 
“ from reason and experience to satisfy my doubts my doubts have not at atl, 
nor in any respect been removed by those proofs : and, in reply to your obs^r* 
vation that the division and subdivision of my dominions, and tlie colkotion of 
revenufi-papers, cannot, on any principle, be dependent on the deputation^ oi 
Ameens, &c., the division and subdivision recommended by you, the coHeetiou 
of revenue* papers, such as a statement of the junsmakamil, aud a mowazena, amd 
a triennial se^leinent of the revenue, are dependent on the actual meas^men^ 
and on die introduotion of the new system, and tl^e measures are impmeti* 
^ble through the agency either of amaunee Aumils, or of new Ameens^ until 
appreliensions be removed. 

You have further requested me to recollect, that “ the introduction of the 
■ new system was of two kinds,” &c. In the cvenflfc of the deputation of 

Atnecus 
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Ameens and introductioa of the proposed system,: all .tee doubts and lapprefaeiiii 
sions which were formerly written will remain. 


7^ . You have stated, that “ on receiving a report of my intention to dephte 

ftom-tho ViaUtr. Ap’^ens,” &c. In your letter, in your own hand>writing, formerly referred to, 
it is stated that the deputation of Ameens, particularly to districts already amaunee’ 
of which the present Aumils are the same as Ameens, before a conference with 
you and the removal of my doubts, is not advisable, in your opiniom 

You have further stated, that although the conversation alluded to be notjn 
your recollection, yet as I have asserted you will not deny it, and that certainly 
translations of all our letters have been Jong ago transmitted to the Presidency, 
ftc. Praise be to God, that the transmission of translations of all the letters is 
still acknowledged by yourself, and consequently that you did say so at our per- 
sonal conference. How could I have known this circumstance from any person 
but. yourself? And on this account it seems advisable and proper always, for the 
future,, that the whole of our discussion should not be confined to speech merely, 
bat should also be conunitted to writiug, that doubts may not afterwards occur. 


A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter 

ftmn Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27th June 1811.) 

Your Excellency’s sudden retirement to Bcebeepore without informing me of 
your intention, and your residence there for a period of several days without my 
being honoured with any communication front you, in answer to my letters of 
the 6th of Jemadee-ool-awul (30th May) and 25ih of that month (18th instant), 
notwithstanding your declaration, at our interview of the 22d instant, that you 
had something to say to me on the important subject under discussion, and 
the favourable impression which the manner of that declaration had made 
on a»y mind, are circumstances which render it my duty to recall to your Excel- 
lency’s recollection the substance of the letters abovementioned, and more parti- 
cularly the tenor of the remarks which I submitted for your serious considera- 
tion at our interview on the moi niug of the 22d. 


My letters being still in your Excellency's possession it is unnecessary to reca- 
pitulate the substance of them. If attentively and dispassionately perused, they 
cannot fail to impress on your mind the necessity of the fulfilment of your 
engagements, and a due sense of the groundless and imaginary, as well as totally 
inadmissible nature of your Excellency's doubts and apprehensions, with a, refe- 
rence to the measures of reform. 


But the remarks which I submitted to your Excellency in person, on the 
morning of the 22d instant, and wliich appeared to have made a salutary im- 
pre.ssion at the time, may perhaps have escaped your recolltctiou ; and their 
importance to your immediate interests renders it a duly of friendship on my 
part to recall, and, if possible, to preserve this impression on your mind, by sub- 
mitting the remarks to you in writing. 

I commenced with entreating your Excellency to reflect on the real object of 
the reform in the system of your administration so earnestly recommended by 
me, and which your Excellency had promised to adopt. 


Were the interests of the British Government alone, or even in an eminent drgr^i, 
to l)e consulted by the salutary arrangements in contemplation, it was udmitttdj in 
this case, that your Excellency, wliile induced by your principles of gootl faith, 
or rather impelled by the positive obligation of treaties, to give your consent to 
the measures of reform, might be supposed to view with suspicion the com« 
mencement and progress of those measures. But as the sole and excluoive obj^ 
was a manifest advantage to yourself in the ioTproveuient of the resources of yoot 
country, die more easy realization of those resources, the satisfaction of.your 
Excellency’s mind, the comfort and happiness of your subject^ and their ai^ 
fachment to your person and government, it was difficult to imagine anj^igrodttd 
for your original reluctance in consenting to the principal measures of reform, 
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tsMl «lHt more m, to account for your delay in carrying those measures into effecr, 
after your ftiith had been solemnly pledged for their immediate or early exe- 
cution. * 

I next proceeded to express my sincere and genuine regret, that your Excel- 
lency should have even for a time allowed yourself to be so misled iy the perni- 
cious and interested counsels of a few designing individuals, as to evince a serious 
intention of departing from your engagements with me, and evading the obli- 
gation of treaties, -and to place upon the records of our Government a series of 
inconsistencies and evasions, so truly unworthy of your high character for great 
talents and wisdom, and so manifestly injurious to your reputation for good faith 
and sincerity in your professions of friendship fur the Honourable Company’s 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
12 July 1811. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknoir. 


Considering every argument in favour of the plan of reform, and against 
your Excellency’s imaginary apprehensions to be now totally exhausted, I finally 
entreated you to reflect, that the present revenue year was drawing near to its 
close, that your present arrangements for the collection of the revenue of your 
dominions would of necessity cease with this year, and that the future realiza- 
tion of any partof your revenue, save in the districts of Khyrabadand Mohumdie, 
must depend on the measures which you might now be pleased to adopt, and jin 
the consideration and adoption of which the greatest circumspection was neces- 
sary. That a renewal of tny of the leases which were now about to expire, or 
a continuance of the system of assessment and collection which had hitherto 
prevailed in your dominions, in direct opposition to the advice of the British 
Government and to the express terms of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General’s letter, could not, of course, be in your contemplation. That the 
future support, or assistance of a single soldier of the British army, to the present 
baneful system, or to any of its instruments, in the persons of your Excellency’s 
AumHs, was entirely out of the question ; and that, under these circumstances, 
it behoved your Excellency to consider, under what so beneficial arrange- 
ment as the plan suggested by our Government the resources of your 
country could be realized, and whether or not the concluding provision of the 
third article of the treaty of 1801, admitted of your Excellency's taking 
measures for the future coercion of your landholders, and the suppression of 
insurrections to be produced by the despair of an oppressed population, without 
requiring the aid or support of the Honourable Company's troops. 

To the natural influence of those remarks on a mind so well endowed as your 
Excellency’s I commit the result of this discussion, in the anxious hope that 
your final determination will be formed on principles that shall satisfy yourself, 
•and lead to your future advantage. 

A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Baillix, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27th June 181 1.) Letter 

from Resident at 

Before the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, I had been Lucknow, 
induced by several important considerations, and particularly by motives of 
sincere friendship for your Excellency, to prepare a letter to your address on 
this subject, which I was just about to despatch when your Excellency's 
messenger arrived. The contents of your Excellency’s letter do not suggest 
any alteration in mine, and accordingly I now transmit it. 

At a future time, if I see any prospect of renewing the correspondence to 
advantage, 1 shall submit answers to some of the remarks which your Excel- 
lency has made on this occasion ; but I shall not, certainly, think it my duty th 
reply to your Excellency's denial of your having ever made any positive prd- 
mises, tior to your assertion of a promise for the removal of your ^ubts being 
contained in my short letter of the 27 th of Rubee-oos-Sanec (21st May), nor 
to one or two other extraordinary remarks which are contained in your Ex- 
cellency’s letter, because the answer to those, consistently with my respect for 

3 O your 
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Government. 


tH 

your Ezccdtency, couM benothiog mom llhan a Tefevence tn nrjgkwl anfl W 
theaticated documenta in jfour own records, land m imne. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Batijlie, 

Resident. 


To Captain BaUlie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I atn directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despi^hes of the 13th, 
30th and 38th ultin)i>, reporting the progress ot your negotiation with his 
Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, on the subject of the proposed reform of his 
administration. 

3. His Excellency the Vice-President in Cotindl deduces, with great regtet, 
from the tenor of these reports, and especially from the last, not only the con- 
firmation of the (pinions stated in my despatch of the 31st ultimo, but a convic- 
tion of the impracticability of obtaining the Vizier’s concuirence in the system of 
reform so earnestly recommended to his adoption, excepting only by measures 
of absolute compulsion, by which are meant a renewed and direct urgency on 
the part of this Government, founded on the obiigations of treaty, and acepm- 
panied by the declaration suggested in the last paragraph of your letter of the 
38th ultimo. 

3. From the adoption of measures of this description his Excellency in 
Council is withheld, not only by the political considerations which are adverted 
to in the sequel of this despatch, but by the conviction that the Vizier’s invo- 
luntary acquiescence in the system of reform, even to the full extent proposed 
by you, would fail to secure its successful operation ; for, perverted and erro- 
neous as are the views and sentiments of his Excellency, he would have an 
interest in rendering that system abortive ; and it is superfluous to add, that 
his means of accomplishing that end are unlimited and beyond control. This 
consideration was present to the mind of the Governor-General in Council 
when he issued his instructions of the 38th December, and it conseauently was 
not in the contemplation of Government to carry the negociation to tlie extreme 
suggested in your despatch of the 38th ultimo. The object of the reference in 
those instructions to the obligations imposed upon the Vizier by treaty, and to 
the reluctance with which the British Government employed its troops for the 
suppression of disorders occasioned by the evils and abuses of his Excellency’s 
administration, or to state the case more strongly, in supporting the caqse of 
injustice and oppression, was to demonstrate the right of that Government to 
demand from the Vizier the reform of bis administration, and to supply the 
arguments which might be supposed to have the greatest efficacy in convincing 
the Vizier of the necessity of a reform, and in persuading him to adopt it. 
Your declarations to the Vizier, therefore, intimating a positive resolution on 
the part of Government to refuse hereafter the aid of its troops in the sup- 
pression of disorders in his Excellency's country, although occasioned by the 
oppressions or misconduct of his officers, has exceeded the intentions of the 
Governor-General in Council. 

4. The introduction of compulsory measures, as they are above explained, 
would entirely change the ground of negotiation. It would bring into imme- 
diate question the continuance, or dissolution, of the relations between the 
two States as established by treaty ; for if a demand be made by one of two 
contracting parties on the other, on the basis of a ispecific article of treaty, 
accompanied by a declared resolution not to fulfil a pontive and fundamental 
stipulation of tlie same treaty, in the event of a rejection, or evasion, of each 
demand, and that resolution be carried into effect, the system of connection 
established by the mutual engagements of ^e parties ceases to exist. 

5. It is unnecessary to trace the consequences of such a state of things 
between the British Government and that of the Vizier. It is sufficient to 
observe, that the menace of refusing the aid of our troops for the suppression 
of disorders within his Excellency’s dominions must in the end be nugatory, 

since 
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•au» tins 'Gxnreraiwent would be con^lled, ibjr considemtions 'connected with 
its own most important interests, to interpose its militaiy power Ibr the restora- 
tion of trenquilKty. 

6. But situated as the dominions of the Company and the Vizier relatively 
are, the state of affairs implied in a dissolution of the treaty could toot be 
sudered to remain even for a day. The conrpact must be renewed either in the 
same or another form, and the course of transactions would naturally lead to 
the establishment of a degree of control over, the Vizier^s reserved dominions, 
incompatible with the obligations which formed the price of his Excellency’s 
extended cessions in the year 1801. 

7. The belief that the Vizier wouid be induced, by the menace alone, to 
accede to our views, furnishes no argument in reply to the preceding observa- 
tions, since it is inconsistent with unalterable principles to menace a measure, 
of which considerations either of expediency or of justice would preclude the 
adoption. 

8. But . the suggested course of proceeding is objectionable on other 
grounds ; on the doubt of its being supported by the laws and principles which 
regulate the interpretation of treaties. 

9 . Questions which relate to the disMiution of solemn engagements between 
States must ever be considered of a most delicate nature. The violation, oh 
one side, that can justify a refusal, on the other, to fulfil a positive and 
fundamental stipulation of the compact, which would, in fact, be declaring a 
cessation of the pre-established relations betv^een the cohtracting States, inust 
be essential and indisputable. 

• 10. In the present case, it is to be considered whether, although the Vizier 
hSs engaged ** to establish in his reserved domitoions Such a system of adminis- 
** tration (tb be carried into effect by his Own officers) as shall be conducive to 
** the prosperity of his subjects, and be calculated to secure the lives and 
** property of the inhabitants,” and also '* always to advise with, and act in 
^S'CQpformity to the counsel of the British Government,” his declining or 
evading, for reasons connected in his Excellency's own opinion #ith the 
interests of his Goveri^ent, the adoption of the specific pISn of reform 
recommended by this Governmetot, is such a violation of his ehgageinentS 
as to warrant * our refusal to fulfil the stipulated obligation of protecting 
his dominions against the evils of internal rebellion and disorder, atld 
to disqualify him from maintaining the relations established by the treaty. 
The train of argument by which the affirmative of this question is to bC 
maintained is siimciently obvious, but not altogether conclusive ) for, ito the 
first place, stipulations such as are contained in the treaty cannot possibly be 
rendered so specific and precise as not to admit of some latitude of construc- 
tion, or to preclude an eventual opposition between their spirit and their 
letter; for instance, the combination of the two stipulations above cited coUld 
not justly be interpreted to impose on the Vizier an obligation absolutely and 
implicitly to accede to whatever plan of reform the British Government might 
advise, however adverse to his interests or his prejudices; nor the second of 
those clauses to require him, in every concern of his Government, to 'follow 
indiscriminately every counsel, however injurious or repugnant to his feelings, 
that either wisdom or error might suggest on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, under the penalty of foneiting his claim to the fulfilment of our part of 
^e stipulations 01 the treaty. A construction so literal would obviously be 
ineoBspatible with the existence of that authority, which by the same instru- 
ment we have solemnly guaranteed. In the second place, the stipulation on 
our part to protect his dominions from internal rebellion and disorder is not 
placed, even constructively, in such a state of relation to that by which he 
engaged to establish an improved system of administration within bis dominions, 
that the abrogation of the former should be the penal consequence of his 
neglecting or evading the latter. There does not, indeed, in this case appear 
to be either a just proportion, or a natural relation, between the offence and the 
penalty, 


CinuultiitiMi, 
I'i July iftri. 

Letter 

from Seiiretary to 
Governmeot. 


10. In 
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.^galPolitical , n. In the imperfection of ail human arrangements, in none, perhaps, more 
IS conspicuous than in treaties of alliance between Sutes and Kingdomsi engage* 

— . * meats of that description must be referable to general principles, which constitute 

Letter the essence and the basis of them^ and those acts or neglects on the partof the 
rrom Secretary to Vizier, which woidd warrant a dissolution of the existing treaty, must go beyond 
vemmen . . ^ dejiarture from an insulated stipulation, which however important in itsell^ 
is not, under a just and liberal construction of it, an essential and fundamental 
principle of the alliance. That alliance, indeed, has subsisted, and as far as 
regards its general political olyects, has subsisted successfully, during a period 
of- ten years, the stipulation in question remaining unperformed. 

,12. If, indeed, the Vizier, in a spirit of hostility to tlie alliance, should 
systematically resist the counsels of the British Government, in concerns 
aflecting in an essential degree our interests and our security, he would place 
himself in the condition of a public enemy, and absolve us from the engage- 
ments which we have contracted. But that system of evasion and subterfuge, 
qualified by an ostensible regard to the counsels of the British Government, to 
which his Excellency has had recourse, cannot be so interpreted. In fact, 
the subject of discussion between the British Government and the Vizier is not 
the obligatory nature of the stipulations in question, nor his refusal to fulfil 
them, but the validity of the pleas and arguments by which he contends that 
the matter of our counsel would operate to the injury of his interests : argu. 
tnents which we know to be futile, and to be urged with a view to the 
continuance of a system of government favourable to the indulgence of his 
characteristic rapacity, but which, with refer/ ice to his own views, he con- 
siders to be legitimate and solid ; and it misn be difficult to resist the force 
of the remark, that the mere error of h^ judgment with regard to the 
real interests of his person and government, and not affecting the funda- 
mental principles of the alliance, could not justly be made the ground of 
a dissolution of the treaty, unless the clause which requires him to conform to 
the counsels of the other contracting party, were deemed to be so absolute as 
not to admit of argument or objection on his part. 

Id. But there is yet another point of view in which the question may be 
considered, and which is applicable to the exception above stated. If the 
provisions of the treaty are to be abrogated, on any other ground than that of 
the Vizier having placed himself in the condition of a public enemy, on what 
principle could the British Government resist a claim, on the part of the Vizier, 
to be restored to the same situation which he held with regard to territory, 
power, and authority, before the conclusion of the treaty of 1801 ? It could 
not, perhaps, be maintained, that by evading the fulfilment of the stipulation 
which required him to establish within his dominions a system of Adminis- 
tration calculated, in our judgment, though not in his own, to improve the 
resources of his country, and the happiness of his subjects, he forfeited the 
advantages of the treaty without a title to retain the valuable cessions with 
which he purchased those advantages. If from causes referable to the circum- 
stances of the Vizier’s country and to the peculiarities of his character, but 
independent of any acts or projects of his Excellency hostile to the British 
power, stipulations relating to the internal administration of his dominions are 
Ibund to be impracticable, the alternative to us must, probably be considered 
to be either an acquiescence in this unavoidable imperfection of the original 
arrangement, or a dissolution of the compact involving the restoration of the 
ancient order of things. 

14. These observations of his Excellency in Council are not intended, in any 
degree, as a defence of the Vizier’s conduct, which, as you jtistly state, has 
been marked by prevarication, evasion, and insincerity, throughout the whole 
of the laie arduous negociation ; but they are stated, first, because h» Excel- 
lency in Council deems it of importance that you sbouKl be apprized of his 
sentiments on a question afiecting the stability of the engagements subsisting 
between the British Government and the Vizier, and the obligations ^ 1^”.® 
faith } and, secondly, as being introductory to the resolutimi which his Excel- 
lency in Council finds himself compelled to adopt, under the certain disap- 
pointment 
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pointinent of iail your zealous and able efibrts to accomplish the object of the Bengal Political 

Governor-General in Council’s instructions of the 28th December, and under j2 

the conviction, already stated, that even the Vizier’s acquiescence in every 

part of the proposed plan of reform, in the actual temper and disposition of Letter 

his mind, would fail to secure any of the benehts which his cordial adoption of fr*™ Secretary to 

it would unquestionably produce- Govemmont. 

15. You will anticipate that resolution to be the relinquishment, for the 
present at least, of any further eilbrts. The plea to be assumed for desisting 
from further urgency is the protraction of the negotiation, and the consequent 
delay in the adoption of the preliminary measures and arrangements, occasioned 
solely by his Excellency’s insincere and disingenuous conduct, until the near 
approach of the termination of the current fusly year has rendered the prose- 
cution of the plan of reform at the present season impracticable. 

16. You will not think it necessary, at the same time, to disguise from the 
Vizier the seiitiments of disappointment with which his Excellency the Vice- 
President in Council has contemplated the conduct of the Vizier during thO 
whole of the negotiation, and npw contemplates the efiect of it, in the suspen- 
sion of the salutary and unobjectionable system of reform recommended to bia 
adoption. 

17. You will be pleased to add, that his Excellency the Vice-President 
refrains from addressing the Vizier on this subject, until the receipt of the 
letter which it is understood his Excellency is preparing in reply to the Go- 
veraor-rGeneraPs address of the 28th December. 


Fort William, 
6th July 1811. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. B. Edmomstoue, 
Chief Secretary* 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 

Consultationa, 

Tlte 19ih July 1811. 19 July I8I1. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Chief Secretary to the Government. . 

from Resident at 

Sir : Lucknow. 

1. Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the 28th 
ultimo, 1 have had no communications with his Excellency the Vizier, of im- 
portance sufficient to require an official report to the Government. 


2. His Excellency’s general health has been stated by himself to be in- 
different, and he has apparently suffered some degree of uneasiness, and has 
been precluded from taking his usual exercise on horseback by a rheumatic 
affection of his limbs ; but his physician has reported his complaint to be of no 
material consequence, and to be probably of short duration. 


3. I considered it to be my duty to offer a visit of friendly inquiry regarding 
his Excellency’s health during his residence at Beebeepore, and 1 proceeded 
accordingly to breakfast with him on the morning of the 4th instant ; when 
his Excellency received me in his usual manner, complained of occasional pain 
in one of his knees, and announced his intention of returning to town in a 
few days ; at which I expressed my satisfaction, without allowing his Excel- 
lency to suppose that I attached any particular importance to his temporary 
retirement from, or speedy return to, his capital. 

4. No conversation of an important nature took place ; and I took my leave 
after breakfast, without referring in any respect to the snbject of our recedt 
correspondence. His Excellency returned to his palace on the morning of the 
bth instont, and several letters and messages have since passed between us on 
the ordinaiy business of his government, in the course of which hie has mani- 
fested a greater readiness than before to comply with my requests and suc- 
geslions. • 

ii V 


5. I have 
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Bengal'Fi^ieal 
ContuTtations, 
19 July 1811. 

t.ener 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


5. I have further understood from respectable euthoiity, that a circular 
order, has been issued to all the farmers of revenue, with the exception of 
Huhieem MehJi Alee Khan, to announce to iJiem that no renewal of their 
leases will be granted, and that the revenues are in future to be cdllected under 
the amamee system exclusively. If his Excellency the Vieier shall hereafter be 
pleased to intimate this resolution and the measures connected with it to.mei, I 
shall be prepared to offer such suggestions on the subject as may appear to be 
most beneficial, with a view to the realization of his revenue, without involving 
in any degree the responsibility of the British Government for the success of 
his Excellency's measures of apparent or partial reform. 


6. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 
^Ist ultimo, expressive of the sentiments of the Government on the general 
subject of my proceedings, as detailed in my despatch of the SStdi of May, and 
conveying a salutary caution, with a reference to my future proceedings, which 
has never been absent from my thoughts, and shall hereafter be most strictly 
observed. 


7. In the case of his Excellency the Vizier being at length happily induced 
to fulfil his engagements with me, and to execute the measures of reform 
under the constant influence of my suggestions, proceeding on bis own correct 
and unreserved communication of the circumstances to which my advice may 
be .Intended to apply, the information which 1 already possess regarding the 
■character and dispositions of tiie principal landholders, and the state of the 
country and population at large, enables me with confidence to predict the 
successful progress of those measures in every district of his dominions, with- 
out any material defalcation of his revenue, during even the first three years of 
reform, and with a certain prospect of increase at the beginning of the second 
settlement of the revenue. 


8. On the other hand, if his Excellency be seriously disposed, and being so 
disposed shall be permitted, to depart from any one of his engagements, and 
to commence hereafter, as he has already on one or two occasions commenced, 
what he is pleased to term a partial and experimental reform of the system of 
assessment and collection of his revenue ; if he continue, as heretofore, to 
withhold every degree of useful and important information from the British 
Resident at his Court, to ask the advice of the Resident occasionally on a few 
unimportant points, and to evince a total disregard for that advice in every 
instance where it might oppose bis own baneful propensities, or the oppressive 
views of his Government, it is in this case sufficiently apparent, that the failure, 
whether partial or total, of the projected measures of reform, and the future 
decrease of a revenue which is actually now decreasing with extraordinary 
rapidity every year, cannot, on any principle, be referred to the counsels of the 
British Government or of its representative, nor can they constitute a valid 
charge against the efiSciency of a general system of reform, which, to be exe- 
cuted in the terms of the treaty and existing engagements between the two 
States, must be executed with the uniform concurrence and advice of the 
Honourable Company’s officers, and the total failure of which, if it were possi 
ble^jnight in this latter case alone, be made a ground of charge, or of reproach, 
against the wisdom and justice of our Government. 

9. It shall be my particular study and care to keep a watchful eye over the 
progressive execution of the minutest details of every important measure which 
may originate with my suggestions to the Vizier j and I shall not fail to 
remonstrate, or, if necessary, to protest against any of his Excellency’s me^ 
sures, or instances of departure from my suggestions, the influence of which 
might found a charge or reproach, of the nature ^ove described, in w® 
remotest possible degree. 

I have, &c. 

liucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

8th July 1811. Resident. 

To 
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To N. B. Edmomtone, Esq., Chief Secretaiy to the Government. 

Sir; 

1. 1 deem it to be my duty to transmit to you, for the notice of the Honour- 
able the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copy and translation of a letter 
whidi I received from his Excellency the Vizier in the afternoon of the 9th 
instant, complaining of severe indisposition, and desiring my attendance in the 
palace with some medical gentlemen, for the purpose of ascertaining the state 
of his Excellency’s health. 

2. Having visited his Excellency at Beebeepore on the morning of the 4th 
instant, when he looked remarkably well, and having had daily or more fre* 
quent communications of a very satisfactory nature since that date, in answer 
to my inquiries from his Excellency and his physician Mr. Law, the tenor of 
the accompanying letter could not fail to surprise, while it alarmed me in a 
very great degree, and I did not lose a moment in repairing to his Excellency’s 
palace, accompanied by the surgeon of the Residency, and directing at the 
same time the attendance of his Excellency’s surgeon, for the purpose of satis- 
fying myself, by the joint opinions of those gentlemen, regarding the true state 
of his Excellency’s health. 

3. The Vizier was seated in his bed when 1 arrived, seemed highly gratified 
by my ready attendance, on his friendly summons, and looked still remarkably 
well ; but complained of great pain in his limbs, and particularly of restlessness 
during the night, and desired that 1 should state all the symptoms of his disor- 
der to the medical gentlemen in attendance, and particularly to Mr. Wilson, 
observing that he had followed implicitly the prescriptions of Mr. Law for a 
month, without deriving any essential benefit from them. 

4. Mr. Wilson, in concurrence with Mr. Law, pronounced his Excellency’s 
disorder to be merely a rheumatic affection, arising probably from exposure to 
cold, and creating, by long duration, a degree of debility and a languid state of 
the circulation of blood in the limbs, which would certainly yield to an altera- 
tive course of medicine in a short time, and was not attended by any symptom 
of danger whatever. 

5. I remained in attendance on his Excellency for upwards of an hour, admi- 
nistering every degree of consolation which the nature of his complaint, the 
apparent condition of his mind, and the kindest ofiices and expressions of friend- 
ship could afford to him ; and 1 announced, when taking leave of his Excel- 
lency, my resolution to visit him every day till 1 could witness his entire 
recovery, and report it for the perfect satisfaction of his Excellency the Vice- 
President and the other members of the Government. 

6. I did accordingly pay another visit to his Excellency the Vizier yesterday, 
and I have waited on him again to-day, observing with genuine pleasure, and 
receiving from his Excellency a report of the improving state of his health, and 
diminution of the restlessness and other painful symptoms of his disorder. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. 

11th July 1811. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 9th July 1811.) 

I am unwell and suffer great pain. It is impossible that you should know 
what I suffer ; because if you did know, 1 am certain that you would have come 
to see me, and to ascertain the real state of my health. 

Reposing confidence, as 1 do, in your friendship, and having no other real 
and sympathizing friend than yourself, whose kindness could give consolation 
and confidence to my mind, I therefore write to desire that you will come and 
see me, bringing two or three physicians with you to the Presence, to ascertain 
the true state of my disease, and take the proper measures for my recovery, 

because 


Bengal Political 
Conaultationsy 
19 July ISIL 

Letter 

from Resident at 
LucknoHT. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 
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Si»gd Political 
CtinsuitutioiM, 
19 July 181 1, 


because I suffer the grealest possible pain, and in the whole world have dot one 
such a friend as yourself. 

A true translation : . < 


(Signed) J. Raillie, 

Resident. 


Ordered, That, in reply tathe two preceding despatches, the following letter 
be addressed to the Resident at Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Goveniiiiciiu 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

I. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your two despatches, under 
dates tiie 8th and 11th instant ; the former stating some observations fbunded. 
piincipally on the tenor of my letter of the 21st ultimo; the latter relating the. 
circumstances of his Excellency the Vizier’s indisposition, and enclosing a copy 
and translation of his Excellency’s letter to you on that subject, requesting 
your attendance in terms of extraordinary kindness and conciliation. 


2. His Excellency the Vice-President in Council’s concern at the severity of 
the Vizier’s indisposition is greatly relieved by the favourable report of the phy-, 
sycians, and by the information of the amendment of his health. His Excel- 
lency tlie Vice-President has judged it proper to address a letter to the Vizier, 
expressive of his concern for his Excellency’s indisposition, and of his satisfac- 
tion at the prospect of his speedy recovery. That letter will be transmitted to 
you from the Persian Department. It is superfluous to signify to you his Excel- 
lency in Council’s particular approbation of the soothing attentions which you 
hdve manifested towards tlie Vizier on this occasion. 


3. The circumstances and observations stated in your despatch of the 8th 
instant, combined even with the conciliatory language of the Vizier’s letter to’ 
your address of the 9th, have not appeared to Government to render necessary 
any alteration of the instructions conveyed to you in my letter of the 12th, 
because they indicate no material change in that disposition of his Excel- 
lency’s mind, with regard to the projected system of reform, on which those 
instructions were founded. 


4. If his Excellency could be supposed to be sincerely desirous of effecting a 
reform of the present vicious system of assessment and collection ; if his objec- 
tions to the proposed plan were not, as they unquestionably are, fletitious ; if 
(to use the language of the 7th paragraph of your despatch of the 8th instant) 
any prospect existed of inducing his Excellency “ to fulfil his engagements 
** with you, and tu execute the measures of reform, under the constant infln- 
“ ence of your suggestions, proceeding on his own correct and unreserved 

communication of the circumstances to wiiich your advice might be intended' 
" to apply,” it would be the duty of Government to persevere in urging his 
Excellency’s execution of the suggested plan, not, however, by the compulsory’ 
means of menacing the withholding of our troops from the internal service of his 
country, for which, indeed, no necessity would then exist, but by arguments 
calculated to retnove his objections, arguments to which, in the temper and 
disposition of mind above described, his Excellency might be expected to 
yield, or by compromises not subversive of the object in view. But, under the 
Vizier’s roost manifest aversion to the change of .system, no advantage. can be 
expected to arise from our perseverance. The force of argument he has 
resisted; his own engagements he has retracted ; and the compromise proposed 
by himself he has declined to accept. The removal of one objection has beea 
succeeded by another ; and finally, the whole course of his Excellency’s con- 
duct during the negotiation has demonstrated a systematic design to avoid the 
adoption of the proposed measures of reform, and warrants a conviction that, 
if iiis acquiescence be enforced by menace, or by importunity, he would clan* 
destiuely employ the means within his power of rendering it abortive. 

5. The case which, as above cited, 'you have yourself described as enablinp^ you 
with confidence to predict the success of the meditated measures of reform, 

cannot 
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canoot be expected to arise. In tl>e disposition which his Excellency has so 
unalterably displayed, he might be compelled, but could not be persuaded, to 
fulfil “ his engagements with you, and to execute the measures of reform under 
“ the constant influence of your suggestions;” but there the effect of compul- 
sion would cease. The disposition would be wanting, whicli should lead Itim 
to render your. suggestions beneficial by “ his own correct and unreserved cora- 
« munication of the circumstances to which your advice might be intended to 
« apply and that disposition would still prevail, which, as it has hitherto led 
his Excellency to obstruct, by every species of artifice and evasion, the intro- 
duction of the plan of reform, would actuate his secret endeavours to demon- 
strate the justice of his uniform aversion to it, by precluding the efficiency of 
its operation. 

6. Unless, therefore, such a change should have occurred in the temper and 
disposition of his Excellency’s mind, as to lead him cheerfully to co-operate 
in the measures of reform proposed to his adoption, limiting his objections to 
points of real doubt, not raising them, as hitherto, with the secret design of 
preventing the execution of those measures. Government must consider a fur- 
ther prosecution of the negotiation to be more than useless. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. Edmonstoke, 

19th July 1811. Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That the Chief Secretary be directed to make the necessary com- 
munication to the Persian Secretary on the subject of preparing a letter suitable 
to the tenor of the foregoing one to his Excellency the Vizier. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 2d August 1811- 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the 11th in- 
stant, 1 have visited his Excellency the Vizier daily, and I have observed the 
progressive diminution of all the unpleasant symptoms of his disorder, as well as 
the gradual restoration of his mind to that degree of tranquillity and of confidence 
iu my frieudsliip, which appeared to have suffered a temporary interruption under 
the supposed iutluence of the pernicious counsels of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, 
with a reference to the recent discussions between his Excellency and me on the 
Subject of a reform of his administration. 

2. To-day I was sorry to observe a trifling alteration for the worse in his 
Excellency’s general appearance, and to hear him complain of returning pain in 
his joints and increased restlessness in the night, which his Excellency’s sur- 
geon lias ascribed to the operation of medicine partly, and partly to fresh cold : 
at the same time Mr. Law and Mr. Wilson concurred in still pronouncing his 
disorder to be unattended by any symptoms of danger, and to be in a train of 
certain removal by the operation of the alterative course of medicine to which 
his present restlessness is ascribed. 

3. I have this day had the honour of receiving your letter of the 6th instant, 
in answer to my despatches of the 12th, 20th, and 28th ultimo, expressive of the 
final resolution ol the Honourable the Vice-President in Council to desist from 
any further efforts, at present, for the reform of the Vizier’s administration, and 
explanatory of the various grounds of political expedience and public faith upon 
which that resolution has proceeded. 

4. The highly important considerations that have now led to the relinquish- 
ment of an object to which so much importance was originally attached, and 
the whole train of the reasoning which is contained in your present despatch, are 
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of too conclusiw a nature to admit of any suggestions on my part, witli a refe- 
rence to the probable elFects of the final resolution of the Government, When it 
shall be made known to his Excellency the Vizier. But there are two Material 
points in the character of my own negotiation with his Excellency to 'jvhich I 
consider it to be my duty to solicit the attention of the Government, ' with a 
rietv to explain in a satisfactory manner the principle at least, if not to justify the 
particular terms, of the declaration which I conveyed to the Vizier in my letter of 
the 27th ultimo, and from which his Excellency the Vice-President in Council 
has been pleased to withhold his assent, as exceeding the intentions of the 
Government. 


5. And first, I shall submit for the consideration of his Excellency in Council, 
with a reference to the tenth paragraph of your despatch, that no specific plan 
of reform has been ever pressed upon his Excellency the Vizier, w ithout afford- 
ing, at the same time, for his choice, an alternative by which the public faith of 
his Government, and the positive obligations of treaty, might be equally main- 
tained and fulfilled ; nay, that every suggestion which has been offered to his 
Excellency by me, from the commencement tilt the close of the late arduous 
negotiation, may be considered, in fact, as no more than an answer to some 
direct inquiry on his own part, with a professed view to the fulfilment of his 
acknowledged obligation to establish a system of internal government in his 
dominions, conducive to the happiness of his subjects, and to the security of their 
property and lives. 

6. As a proof and illustration of this remark, I take the liberty of recalling 
to notice the conclusion of the ninth paragraph of my despatch to your address, 
under date the 8th of April, and the general tenor of my answers to the Vizier’s 
observations on the contents of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s 
letter, forming the second number of the enclosure of that despatch. 

7. In the paragraph above alluded to, there are the following remarkable 
words : “I called upon his Excellency to acknowledge or disavow the obliga- 
“ tion, $cc. of the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession with Marquess Wellesley, 
“ and now candidly to declare to me, wJiether or not, in his own judgment, he 
“ had fulfilled, or attempted to fulfil, the purpose of that obligation. If he 
" had not, it was his obvious duty, I observed, to consider the present remon- 
“ strance of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council as a solemn 
“ and serious demand for the fulfilment of a positive obligation on his part, by his 
“ adopting the plan of reform recommended to him by the British Government, 
“ witn whose counsels he had engaged to conform, or hy suggesting and carrying 

into execution some other plan of his own, which should be equally calculated 
“ to answer the purposes of that obligation , namely, to provide for the security 
** and happiness of his subjects, U7td to relieve the Honourable Company's Govern- 
“ ment from the extraordinary and disreputable burthen of supporting by force 
“ of arms an unjust and oppressive administration" 


8. Of a tendency manifestly similar to that of the above quotation from my 
letter of the 8th of April, is the general tenor of my early discussions with the 
Vizier on the subject of the Governor-Geuerars letter. His Excellency, in 
the outset, acknowledgetl his obligation to reform the system of his Govern- 
ment. He tacitly avowed his own inability to suggest an efficient plan for that 
purpose, and he called upon the British Government, in the person of its repre- 
sentative, to devise and arrange the details of an improved system of adminis- 
tration, such as the British Government might consider itself .bound and 
authorized to support, without incurring any longer the reproach of abetting 
injustice and oppression. His Excellency further, after mature deliberation and 
discussion, acquiesced, and declared his acquiescence in the principal measures 
of reform which had been suggested at his own desire for his adoption ; and he 
has finally retracted his acquiescence, under circumstances of extraordinary 
aggravation, which it is unnecessary here to describe. 

9. It follows, therefore, or seems to my judgment to follow, that the ultimate 
declaration of a refusal of the aid of our troops to the oppressive and arbitrary 
demands of the Vizier's farmers and Aumils is not to considered as the 
alternative of his Excellency’s acquiescence in a specific plan of reform recoin- 

mended 
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mended by the Britbli Government, but partly as the alieruative of his Ex- 
cellency’s adoption of any system or measures of reform, in other words, of 
his evincing a disposition to fulfil, in any ie8|>ect, tl>e obligation of the treaty ; 
and partly as a just and legitimate exercise of the essential rigiit of every Go- 
vernment to investigate and ascertain the justice of the demands which its 
power may be required to enforce, before proceeding to enforce those deanauda, 
by extensive and liazardous, as well as, in most cases, unnecessary warfaje. 

10. That the true meaning of tlie declaration which I thought it my duty 
to convey to his Excellency the Vizier, in my letter of the 27th ultimo, was 
no more than that of a resolution for the future exercise of the riglit above 
described, is the second important point in the character of my negotiation with 
the Vizier, to which I solicit the attention of the Honourable the Vice-President 
in Council ; and for a proof of the justice of this remark, I will further take 
the liberty of referring to my despatch of the Blit of April, particularly thp 
thirty-second paragraph of that despatch, and to the uniform tenor of all my coiu- 
luunications with the Vizier, as well as to the impression which the declaration 
itself may have made upon his Excellency’s mind, and which I will venture with 
confidence to describe as falling far short of that of a positive resolution, on the 
part of the Government, to refuse the aid of its troops in the suppression of any 
future disorder in his Excellency’s country, to be occasioned by the oppression 
of his Aumils. 

11. Indeed, the particular reference which the declaration in question contains 
to the concluding provision of the third article of the Treaty of Cession, seems to 
me to be demonstrative of its limitation to the future refusal of the aid, or sup- 
port, of our troops to the oppressive demands of the Aumils in the progress of their 
collection of the revenue : a peculiar description of support fur which no article of 
the treaty provides, and which, in fact, is expressly superseded bv the provision 
above referred to, although the snbsccjuent practice of the Brilisii Government, 
proceeding on principles of liberality to his Excellency the Vizier, have certainly 
tended to establish a belief in his Excellency's mind, that the British troops, 
like the armed Peons in his service, are the bounden slaves of his will, the 
necessary instruments of his op])ression. 

12. Whether this belief should be removed from bis Excellency’s miod, by a 
solemn declaration of the future intention of the Government to investigate the 
justice of the demands which its power may be required to enforce, or should 
continue to influence the Vizier’s conduct, in <lirect opposition to our counsels, 
was the only question in my contemplation while conveying the suggestion which 
is contained in the concluding paragraph of my despatch under date the fiSth 
ultimo, and I have only now to lament, that the imperfect or ambiguous terms 
of this suggestion, and of the declaration to which it referred, have given room 
lor a construction by the Government of a delicate and embarrassing nature, so 
totally remote from rny thoughts. 

IS. Having submitted these explanatory remarks, it only remains for me to 
express my ready and implicit obedience to the commands of tlie Honourable 
the Vice-President in Council, which shall be carried into immediate effect as 
soon as the state of the Vizier’s health shall admit of my entering on tire 
subject. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

16th July 1811. Resident. 
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To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. From the l6th till the Slst instant I continued my daily visits to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, who seemed then to have entirely recovered his usual health, 
and requested, in an earnest manner, the future discontinuance of my daily 
visits, expressing the highest sense of my friendship, and the extraordinary 
gratification of his mind by the sedulous attentions which 1 had fiaid to him 
during the whole course of his illness. 

^>. His 
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I toyl Pdific ri 2 . His Exeellency has this day recommenced bis usual exercised on horse- 

and has announced this circumstance to me as a proof of his entire reco- 
^ ' very. It is my intention to offer a charitable donation on this occasion of a 

Latte thousand Sicca rupees on the part of the Government, and a further sum of 
five-hundred rupees from myself, as a mark of respect for his Excellency, and a 
fnanifestation of joy at his recovery. 

3. The present apparently happy frame of the Vizier’s temper and disposi- 
tion, if there were anv certainty of its continuance, would authorize the hope 
of success in a renewal of the negotiation with his Excellency on the subject of 
a reform in his Government. But I consider myself as precluded from taking 
advantage of any circumstance for the renewal of this negotiation by the recent 
commands of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, communicated 
by your despatch of the Gth instant, and I shall therefore content myself with 
receiving such proposals on the subject as the Vizier may think proper to 
convey to me, and submitting those proposals to you for his Excellency in 
Council’s consideration. 

4. I shall embrace the first opportunity of representing to his Excellency the 
Vizier, that, although the unfortunate protraction of the discussions between 
his Excellency and me on the subject of a reform of his administration, and 
his Excellency’s subsequent illness, have rendered the immediate adoption 
of the measures recommended by me inexpedient in my own judgment, as 
well as in the opinion of the Government, his Excellency should by no means, 
on this account, delay to prepare an answer to the Governor-General’s letter, 
and that I have been particularly enjoined to obtain and transmit his Excel- 
lency’s answer to that letter at the earliest practicable period. I shall, of 
course, accompany my representation with such further suggestions and 
remarks as may be calculated to make a salutary impression un his Excellency’s 
mind, to render the tenor of his reply to the Governor-General’s letter as satis- 
factory as possible, and to lead to the renewal of the negotiation under more 
auspicious circumstances at some future time, if the Government shall be 
pleased to authorize it. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batllie, 

24th July 1811. Resident. 


Ordered, That in reply to the two preceding despatches, the following letter 
■be addressed to the Resident at Lucknow. 


Letter Xo Captain Baillic, Resident at Lucknow, 

ftotn Secretaiyte o* , * 

Gornninent. , 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, under dates 
the l6th and 24th ultimo, the former replying to the instructions of Govern- 
ment contained in my letter of the Gth ultimo, on the subject of the reform of 
his Excellency the Vizier’s administration, the latter reporting the convales- 
cence of his Excellency, and the course of proceeding which you proposed to 
adopt under the apparent improvement of his Excellency’s disposition with 
respect to the measure of reform, combined with the obligation imposed on 
you by the instructions above referred to. 

2. The terms of the declaration relative to the employment of the British 
•troops, contained in your letter to the Vizier of the ^th of June, connected 
with the suggestion of the last paragraph of your despatch of the 23th of that 
month, certainly appeared to warrant the construction which gave: rise to the 
observations of his Excellency the Vice-President in Council, conveyed to you 
in my letter of the 0th ultimo.; for, in your address to the Vizier abovemen- 
tioned, you refer not only to foe refusal of the aid of our troops to tl»e pse- 
sent baneful system, or to any of its instruments in the persons of the Vizier’s 
** Aumils,” but also (hypothetically) to the case of his Excellency's “ taking 
** measures for the future coercion of his landholders and the suppressititt ^ 

“ insurrections, 
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insurreclions, to be produced by the despair of an oppressed population^ i^Bgal jF«Jllic«I 
« without requiring the aid of the Homurable Compmi^'a troops f* and ‘in the 2)wMn!* 
last paragraph of your despatch of the 28th of June you sriggest “ a firm JL_ 

“ and decided refusal, of the future assistance of our troops to support the Letter 

■“ proceedings of the Aumils, or coerce the defaulting Zemindars,** tfs a Secfetiwy to 

measure calculated to compel the Vizier’s adoption of the proposed reform. «»wn«ent. 
The implied cases, then, in which the refusal of the aid of our troops was 
adverted to, comprehended an actual insurrection of his Excellency’s subjects, 

«s well as the resistance of the Zemindars to the oppressive demands of the 
Aumils. 

3. These observations, however, are not stated with a view to oppose the 
explanation which you have offered, of the nature and extent of your declara- 
tion? to the Vizier on the subject of the future employment of our troops in 
.supporting the authority of his Aumils, but merely to shew the grounds of 
that construction of your report which appeared to require the discussion con- 
tained in my despatch abovementiotjed. Your present explanations appear to 
coincide with the following view of the rights and obligations of the British 
government under the treaty, and his Excellency in Council concurs in them 
under that supposition. 

4. Admitting, in the terms of the ninth paragraph of your letter, that “ the 
“ ultimate declaration of a refusal of the aid of our troops to the oppressive 
“ and arbitrary demands of the Vizier’s farmers and Aumils ” may with justice 

.be considered ** partly as the alternative of his Excellency’s adoption of any 
“ system of reform, or, in other words, of his evincirig a disposition to fullil, in 
any respect, the obligation of the treaty, and partly as a just and legitimate 
“ exercise of the essential right of every Government to investigate and 
ascertain the justice of the demands which its power may be required to 
“ enforce, bel'ore proceeding to enforce those demands by extensive and 
** hazardous, as well as, in most cases, unnecessary warfare the terms of this 
position express the necessity of an investigation into the equity of the 
demands to be enforced, and imply, on our part, a right of arbitration, both 
antecedent to the employment of our troops , whence it follows, that the 
declaration to the Vizier should have consisted not of the indefinite and unqua- 
lified “ refusal of the aid of our troops to support the proceedings of the Aumils, 
or coerce the defaulting Zemindars,” but of an alleged right of previous inves- 
tigation, of a right to arbitrate the demands which the troops might be called 
upon to support, and of an intimation of the resolution of the British (Jovern- 
ment to exercise that right on all future occasions. 

5. The case may be supposed of one or more Zemindars in a Province, 
driven perhaps to extremity by the injustice or exactions of an Auinil or fanner, 
refusing to pay any portion of the public revenue, assunung an attitude of 
resistance, and preparing to oppose any attempt, on the part of the latter, to 
enforce his demands. Such Zemindars must then be considered to be in a state 
of rebellion \ and under the supposition that the local authority did not possess 
the power of reducing them to obedience, the demand of assistance from the 
British troops would be authorized by the stipulation of the treaty, and the 
case would require the march of our troops to the scene of these disorders, 

"not, however, necessarily for the purpose of enforcing the demands of the 
Aumil, but for the preservation of tranquillity, in the first instance, and ulti- 
mately for the enforcement of the demands which, on investigation, be 
found to be just. At the same time, that investigation would be prosecuted 
in the manner that might be settled between the Resident and the Vizier. 

' (). This course of proceeding would obviously require, as the alternative of 
the Vizier*? declining the adoption of any reform, a declaration essentially 
diflering from the terms of that which you actually conveyed to him, since it 
Wnld require that the right of investigation and arbitration sliould he asserted 
and recognised in all cases in which the aid of our troops should be demanded. 

7. 1 am now > directed to signify to you the desire of the Vice-President in 
Council, that you will actually convey the intimation above described to tbe 
Vizier, adjusting with him, at the same time, the mode of enquiry to be 

3 R prosecuted 
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pirosf^ted for ibscertaining tbe-’justiee of the deioaods which our troo|}8 ace 
required to enforce, observing, at the same time; the principle of proceeding 
explained in the 5th paragraph of this despatch. 

. ,i'') *■ * 


8. This instruction is founded on the supposition that the Vizier will not 
have been induced cordially to enter into the scheme of reform which has been- 
proposed, because that scheme involves an edectual restraint on the oppressions- 
and exactions of his Excellency’s officers, and the means of ascertaining the 
equity of their demands on the landholders y. but if the change of disposition^ 
adverted to in the third paragraph of your despatch of the 24th ultimo, shall 
iiave proved so essential as to lead his Excellency to acquiesce in the beneficial 
arrangements which he has hitherto resisted, you will, of course, under the 
instructions of' the 19th ultimo, have prosecuted the negotiation, which by 
the orders of Gkivernment of the 6th ultimo you were directed to suspend. 


9. 1 am directed to signify to you his Excellency in Council’s approbation of 
your intention to offer a charitable donation of one thousand rupees on the 
occasion of the Vizier’s recovery from his late severe indisposition, and you 
are authorized to charge also to the public account the further sum of five 
hundred rupees which you proposed to offer on your own part. You will, of 
course, take an opportunity of expressing to his Excellency the satisfaction 
with which the Vice-President in Council has received the intelligence of his 
recovery. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmonstonk, 

2d August 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITIGAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The Q.0th September 1811. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. His Excellency the Vizier, although uniformly convalescent since the dis- 
patch of my letter to your address under date the 24th ultimo, has not hitherto 
authorized me to report his entire recovery for the satisfaction of the Vice- 
President in Council, nor has he resumed the consideration or discussion of any 
question of importance depending between the two States. 

2. He has, how ever, on one or two recent occasions, expressed his resolution to 
review the whole of the correspondence between us on the important subject of 
reform, for the purpose of preparing his answer to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General’s letter, and he has further declared his intention of an- 
nouncing to me, at an early period, his sentiments and ultimate decision on 
the sul^ect of the Vice-President’s letter, regarding the claims of the £unily of 
Hyder Beg, as well as his final determination on some other subrntiinate ques- 
tions, the adjustment of which has been protracted by bit Excellency’s fectnt 
inditpositibn. 

S. Although satisfied of the Vizier's recovery, and aware of his untowarddit- 
position to procrastinate by every possible pretext, tlie satisfactory ac^stment 
of questions on which his own unbiassed judgment nioat.lie at variance with hit 
personal interests and views, 1 have nevertbeless thought it my duty to refrain 
from frequently urging his Excellency on any of the points under discqstipa.. 
and have contented myself with expressing my regret, Uiat the peculiar nature 
and unhappy protraction of his illness should have withdrawn his attention, at 
so critical a period, from the most important concerns of his govenunent* snd 
should have suspended the adjustment of questions, in which ttie ooaiinon 
interests and reputation of both Governments are so eminently and particularly 
iiivolvea. 


4. I can- 
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6. In ho instance, Whatever, has a vindictive spirit of resentroent in the mind 
of his Excellency the Vizier towards the dependants of the British Government 
been more forcibly manifested than in bis conduct to the only son and repre- 
sentative xif his late respectable minister, the preceptor of his earliest youth, and 
the mostfaithfid adherent of his fortunes, Tiifuzzool Uoosein Khan. 

7. The implacable enmity with which, on a former occasion, the Vizier would 
have persecuted Tujummool Hoosein Khan to perpetual imprisonment, or,|)er- 
haps, to an ignominious death, on the ground of a false and fabricated accusa- 
tion of treason ; the eagerness with which his Excellency took advantage of a 
recent opportunity to deprive Tujummool of advantages arising from the pos- 
session of his jagier ; and, finally, the anxiety with which his Excellency now 
seeks Ibr, and instigates the most frivolous and vexatious complaints against the 
landholders and peasantry of the jagier, in the hope of compelling the pos.. 
sessor to relinquish his just right, or to forego a number of its advantages, are 
all equally demonstrative of the unhappy disposition of mind, with regard to 
the dependants of our Government, which I have so often ascribed to the 
Vizier, and which would seem to be daily increasing, instead of yielding, in any 
degree, to my respectful remonstrances against it, or to the correct and submis- 
sive demeanour of the persons who are subjected to its eifbets. 

8. I trust that the tenor of my last letter to his Excellency, on the subject of 
Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, will suspend for a considerable time, if it 
do no not intirely preclude, the renewal of those frivolous complaints ; and, at 
all events, 1 am already so completely in possession of the sentiments and wishes 
of the Government, with a reference to Tujummool and his jagier, that the 
object of the foregoing remarks is merely to illustrate a correspondence, which 1 
have deemed it to be my duty to submit for the notice of the Vice-President 
in Council. 

9> In addition to the correspondence above-noticed, I transmit to you, for his 
ExceUeo^’a perusal, a translation of a letter to my address, and of instructions 
to the Cotwal of Lucknow, which I have more recently received from the 
Vizier, on a subject highly interesting in itself, and connected with the general 
<jucstion of reform, as discussed in the Govcraor-Gcnerars letter, and par- 
ticularly in his Lordship in Council’s instructions, under date the 28th of Decern* 
her, namely, the police of the metropolis of Outic. 

10. Being occupied in preparing an answer to his Excellency the VlziePs 
letter on this subject, in which 1 propose to review the proceedings of the 
nominal courts of justice at Lucknow, and the conduct of the police of the 
city, in asiitr as they have fallen under my observation since my taking chavjge 
of the Residendy at this Court, I shall postpone the submission of any remark* 
on his Excellency's letter, or its enclosure, and shall make them the sulijeetof » 
separatfe despatch dn a ftitttre more convenient occasion. 

‘ , I.have, ,&c. . . 

' Lmkmwi (Signed) J. 

»lst August 1811. > { ResIdcbL 

From 


4>. 1 eapnkt oifer/aa^»e«njdctuM regarding the probable tine of my being 
envied t« iep«frtk. for w iefWnation of the Government, final demsion, of 
the Vizier on any of the questions that are pending;. but 1 shall take>advan- 
tage of every opportunity to recall them to his Excellency’s notice^ and 1 shall 
use every possible argument, and every effort of my judgment, to produce a 
satisfacioryir^ult. 

5.' In tlte mean time, I consider it to be my duty to submit, for the perusal 
of the Honmirable the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed translations and 
copies of some letters and other documents which have recently passed between 
his Excellency the Vizier and myself, upon one of the points that are noticed 
in the Governor-General’s letter to his Excellency, under date the 28th of 
December, namely, the restoration of Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier. 
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F/oni Mis £xcf)lency tl)C Vizier. (Received flSd J«ty ^ 

1 transmit a copy of an araee received from JumaI^Kxl>d^B, Aui»il« , ^tW 
forth the rebellious and refractory* conduct of the Zemindars of Mucligawaa in 
Hurdooee, the jagier of Tujnmmool lioossbin Khan, with a reference |0 the 
boundary of the village of Malickpore fiurnah, belonging to the Khatsah. 
My hesitation in giving up the jagier to the management of the Khan proceeded 
on my natural apprehension of such occurrences as this, which has now been 
realized ; and as such conduct must necessarily occasion loss to the Sircar, I 
desire that you will write to the Khan to prohibit such practices on the part of 
his Zemindars. 


The Arzee oj Jumal^ocd-deen, dated 27th of Jemadee-oo-sanee. 

Between the Zemindars of Malickpoor Burnah, in Pergunnah Raee Barreliie 
and the Zemindars of Muchgawan in Hurdooee, Tujiunmool Huosein Khan’s 
jagier, a dispute had long ago subsisted respecting the limits of their villages, 
and many years be elapsed since a settlement of the dispute was clFected, and 
the disputed lands were assigned by arbitration to the Zemindars of Malickpoor 
Burnah, who continued in the possession of those lands till the year 1218 
fusly, and have several documents to this effect under the seal of Almass Alee 
Khaii, formerly manager of the jagier. During the time of Joogul Kishore, late 
Aumil of Barellie, the Zemindars of Muchgawan attempted to repossess those 
lands, but their claim being totally groundless, the lands continued, as before, in 
the possession of the Zemindars of Malickpoor. 

Recently, when those latter Zemindars commenced the cultivation of the lands 
for the present fusly year 12 19, about three hundred armed men from the village 
of Mucligaun prevented them from doing so, and are acting in a rebellious 
manner to the manifest loss of the Sircar. 1 have, therefore, represented the 
whole matter to the Presence, in the hope that orders may be issued to 
Tujummool Housein Khan lor the punishment of his Zemindars, or that 1 may 
be authorized to adopt measures for this purpose. 

True translations : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


. To Ilis Excellency the Vizier. (Written 3d August I8I I.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 23(1 
ultimo, vvith the encVose«l arzee from Jumal-ood-deen, conveying a complaint 
against certain Zemindars of the village of Muchgaun in Tujummool Hooseiii 
Khan's jagier. 

Immediately after the restoration of the jagier by your Excellency, in com- 
pliance with the earnest advice of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, while announcing this happy event to the Jagierdar, I cautioned 
him, in terms the most impressive, with a view to the prevention of complaints 
of the nature which is now before rne, and I had every reason to be satisfied 
with the assurances which he .conveyed to me on that occasion, and with his 
subsequent becoming conduct in taking written obligations from all his Zemin- 
dars for their peaceable and submissive behaviour, with a reference to your 
Excellency’s Auinils, and to all the surrounding Zemindars. 

Under these circumstances, 1 was naturally mortified and surprized at the 
nature of the complaint which your Excellency fbmid it necessary to convey to 
me,, and I instantly summoned the Dewan of Tujummoo] Hoosein Khan to rebuke 
him for the supposed misconduct which had given rise to it. I further w'rote a 
letter to the Jagierdar in tlie terms of tlie accompanying document; and I have 
received from him, both verbally ami iii writing, the most positive and solemn 
assurances that the complaint is totally groundless. A copy of his letter to my 
address, with three original and authentic docuinenls which were enclosed in 
it, are irausmitted for your Excellency’s perusal ; and 1 beg that you will con- 
sider them attentively, and inform me of their effect upon your mind. 
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To my 'candid and unprejudiced judgment, the enclosed clociimCnts establish* Boigai PpUticad 
in’a rnost-satisfectoty manner, the innocence of the Zemindars of the ja^r, and 2AS*“**“lgn‘ 
the groundless nature of tlie complaints which the Aumil has preferred against 
them. 

A true copy": 

' (Signed) J. Batllie, 

Resident. 

From Tujummool Hoosein Khan to the Resident. (Received the Sd „ Letter 
After the usual compliments. 

I have been favoured with your letter conveying a copy of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s shookiia to your address, and a copy of the arzee of Jumai-ood-deen, 

Aumil of Dalmow Barellie, addressed to his Excellency, respecting disturbances 
said to be excited by the Zemindars of Mucligawan in my jagier with the Ze- ^ 
mindars of Malikpoor Burnah belonging to the Khalsa. Immediately on my 
receipt of your letter J despatched a servant to Hiirdooce, to ascertain the 
real circumstances of the case, which 1 now proceed to submit to you. The 
lands which are now in dispute have been in the possession of the Zemindars of 
Muchgawan from time immemorial till the fusly year 1317, sud the Zemindars 
of Malikpore Burnah had never till then preferred any claim whatever to those 
lands. In the fusly year 1217, about a month before the jagier was restored 
to me, when the servants of Sewukram left the district, Nujum-ood-deen, 
the Aumil of Barellie, taking advantage of the absence of my Aumil, brought 
people with him to the boundary and began to cut down the grain, which he 
took away. The Zemindars of Muchgawan came to me to complain of this 
outrage, and I, being ever desirous of avoiding any ground of complaint, 
sent Mohummud Roshun, the Naib of Hurdooee, to Juraal-ood-decn, Aumil 
of Barellie, with a view to an amicable adjustment of the dispute. Jumal-ood- 
deen accordingly proposed to settle the matter by reference to witnesses on 
both sides, and for this purpose got the Zemindars of Malikpore Burnah and 
Muchgawan to execute an ekrar namah and moochulka, which he put upon the 
records of his office, of which I enclose copies, attested by Nowiiidali Ray, 

Canoongoe of Barellie, for your information ; and I issued positive orders to 
the Zemindars of Muchgawan not on any account, to sow the ground, though 
they might be losers by this order, till the dispute should be finally settled, nor 
has any one to the present time even ploughed the ground : and, notwithstand- 
ing that Jumal-ood-deen originally proposed this mode of settlement, he 
has directed the Zemindars of Malikpore Burnah to cultivate the lands in 
dispute. The Zemindars of Muchgawan have merely represented to the Ze- 
mindars of Malikpore Burnah, that they should abstain from cultivating the 
ground till the dispute might be settled by witnesses, and no other circum- 
stance, nor even conversation, by whicli any disturbance could raised, 
has passed between the parties. But Jumal-ood-decn has misrepresented the 
circumstances, and brought forward the above message as a cause of complaint, 
and submitted it as such to the Presence. 

' With regard to what he has written in his arzee, that the ground in question 
was in the possession of the Zemindars of Malikpore Burnah till the year 1218, 
this as3ertij)n is totall} false, and is in opposition to the contents of the ekrar 
namali. As a faithful subject of this Government, and submissive in every 
respect to your commands, it is impossible that 1 should have departed from 
the orders which you conveyed to me at the time of the restoration of my 
In obedience to those orders, I took written obligations from all the 
Zemindars’ of. the jagier for their peaceable and submi.ssive conduct with a 
reference to the Zemiudars of the Khalsa. In the month of Rubbee-oos-sanec, 
two brothers of Hinna Dobay, Zemindar of Purnawan, in the jagier, were 
killed by Neel Kanth, Puttadar of Serai, in the Elaka of llydergurli, belonging 
to the Klvalsa, without any cause whatever ; yet the Zemindars of the above 
place did pot retaliate on that occasion, nor did 1 represent the circumstances to 
the Presence, from the fear of giving trouble or offence : and how then is it 

3 S possible 
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possible that the Zemindars of the jagier should have ected on the present 
occasion in the outrageous manner which is described by the Aumil? I 
enclose copies of two statements; one of the innocence of the Zemindars of 
Muchgawan, attested by several Zemindars of Barellie, and the other containing 
proof that the land in question belongs to Muchgawan, attested by several Zemin* 
dars belonging to the Khalsa, as also a Moochulka from the Zemindars of 
Malikpore Burnah, executed in the year 1212 Hijree ; from a perusal of all 
which you will be fully acquainted with the real circumstances of the case. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. B.^illie, 

Resident. 


Here follow copies of the enclosures mentioned in this letter, which it has 
not been deemed necessary to translate. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 13th August 1811.) 

I transmit, for your perusal, a statement having reference to the boundary 
of the town of Hurdooee Khass, in the jagier of Tujummool Hoossein Khan, 
and of the adjacent village of Rampore, in purgunnah Tholundee, belonging 
to the Khalsa. 

I hesitated in giving the jagier from apprehensions of this nature alone, and 
my fears have been all realized. 

Statement enclosed in the preceding. 

'J’he following is a collect statement of the boundary of Kusbah Hurdooee 
Khass, belonging to the jagier of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, and the village 
of Rampore Mohee-ood-deen, in purgunnah Tholindee, attested under the 
seals of Gunga Persaud, Mohurrir of the Seeghadars, Sheo Gbolam Sing, Chow* 
dree of purgunnah Tholindee, Shewa Chowdree, Kadir Bukhsh and Fukeer 
Bukhsh, Canoongoes of tlie said purgunnah. 

Heera Sing, the Zemindar of Hurdooee Khass, with great audacity, being 
supported by the Aumil of the jagier, laid claim to about one hundred 
and fifty begahs of ground capable of cultivation, besides the jungle lands, 
and raised a disturbance in the district with a view to obtaining possession. In 
order to quell this disturbance and settle the dispute between the Zemindars in 
the fusly year 1192, in presence of Fyz Bukhsh, the Tchsildar of Hurdooee, 
Naib of the late Almass Alee Khan, and Mai Doss, the Tehsildar of purgunnah 
Tholindee, Naib of Rajah Setul Pershaud deceased, and of many Seeghadars 
and Zemindars of the neighbouring villages, the trial of lifting a red-hot ball 
was re^rred to ; and as God is inclined to favour the just, the hand of Gunga, 
Zemindar of Hurdooee, was burnt, from which period till the year 1209 fusly, 
the lands in question were considered as the property of the Zemindars of 
Rampore. 

In the year 1210, however, owing to the support of the Naib of Almass 
Alee Khan and to the disturbances excited by the said Heera Sing, Zemin- 
dar of Hurdooee, the lands were allowed to lie waste and have never, been culti- 
vated since that period. 

As the country has now become amaunce, the Zemindars of Rampore wish 
to plough and cultivate their lands, which Heera Sing and other Zemindars 
of Hurdooee, being protected by Tujummool Hoosein Khan, prevent them 
iron) doing, and intend to build a garden-house on the ground. 

True translations : 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 

To 
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To his Excellency the Viaier. (Written the 26th- August 1811 .t Bengal Politteil’ 

. Consultatiofit. 

I have bed the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the IStlr ^ Sept. I 8t i. 
instant, with the enclosed statement, having reference to the boundary of ijur- Letter 

dooee, in Tujumniool Hoosein Kfaan’a jagier. ftom Resident at. 

LucknoMT. 

From the tenor of this statement, . it appears that the lands which are now 
in dispute have been suffered to lie waste entirely, and have never been occupied 
by the Zemindars of Ramporeor of Hurdooee since the year 12JO fusly, a period 
of nine years : and this circumstance, of itself, seems to me to be nearly con- 
clusive against the right of the Zemindars of Karnpore, who, if their claim were 
not totally groundless, would most probably have asserted their right, and have 
obtained possession of the lands during the management of Ruhmut Alee Khan or 
Khanazad, or would at all events have preferred a complaint to your Excellency 
long ago on the subject of their present claim. But independently of the above 
consideration, as during the whole of the year 1218 the jagier was under the 
management of Sewah Rani, an An mil of your Excellency’s choice, it is a matter 
of the greatest surprize, and totally unaccountable to me, consistently with the 
justice of the present demand, that the Zemindars of Rampore should have 
lieen silent on tlie subject of their right during all that year, and should never 
have attempted to cultivate or take possession of the lands until now, when insti- 
gated to the measure, as it appears, by your Excellency’s Aurntl of Tholindee, 
under authority that might naturally be deduced from a source to which I 
should be very sorry to ascribe such a circumstance. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, “ that you hesitated in giving 
“ the jagier from apprehensions of this nature,” though it be ever my earnest 
tiesire to respect and support, instead of controverting your Excellency’s obser- 
vations, 1 cannot, with any justice, on the present occasion, admit that your 
Excellency has been pleased to confer a jagier on tlie Khan at the instance of the 
British Government; for, on the contrary, I have respectfully stated and proved 
to your Excellency, that the jagier, which is the subject of this address, was the 
unquestionable gift of your predecessor to the late Tufuzzool lloosein Khan, 
under a regular altumglia grant descending to his heirs and successors, and con- 
sequently inherited by bis only legitimate son, the present lawful possessor, and 
that the temporar)' consignment of the jagier to the management of Almass Alee 
Khun, Ruhmut, and Khanazad, could never be considered as a transfer of the 
property from the Jagierdar, so as to require or authorize a grant de novo by 
your Excellency. I submit for your Excellency’s perusal a copy of the answer 
of Tujummool Hoosein Khan to the statement received in your letter ; and, *w'ith 
a reference to tlie present and all such future complaints, I consider it to be my 
duty to remark, that the character and conduct of the Jagierdar, and the re- 
peated admonitions which 1 conveyed to him, preclude the possibility of my 
belief that either be, or any person under his authority, sboulil at any time sanc- 
tion or permit, far less support or encourage, opposition to your Excellency’s 
will, or disputes with other subjects of your Government on the part of Zemin- 
dars in his jagier. But if your officers and subjects be disposed and encouraged 
to oppress the Zemindars of the jagier, and to prefer groundless complaints to 
your Excellency, I foresee much inconvenience and unpleasant discussion 
between us, which it will not be in my power nor the Jagierdar’s to prevent. 

A t rue copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillif., 

Resident. 

Answer to Statement respecting the disputed Boundary of Hurdooee, in the Jagier Endosure in 

of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, and Rampore Mohee-oud Deen, in Purgtinnah Resident's Letter. 

Tholindee, belonging to the Khalsa. 

The ground in dispute belongs to Hurdooee and has no connection whatever 
with Tholindee. With regard to what is written in tlie statement, that in the 
fusly year 11,92 the ordeal of lifting a red-hot ball was resorted to; that the 
liaudofGunga, Zemindar of Hurdooee, was burnt; and that, from that period 

till 
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till the year 1209 f«sly» the lands in question were considered as the property 
of the Zemindars of Rampore, &c. The case is this : ^ 

In the fusly year 1192, a dispute respecting the boundary took place between 
the parties, who referred their dispute to arbitration, and the arbitrators took a 
luoochulka, or penal bond, from both parties to the following effect: that if 
either party should lift a red-hot ball, and thereby prove his right, the ground 
should be considered as bis, and the moocbulka should be delivered to him as a 
dustavez, or voucher, for his future possession. The red-hot ball M'as accord- 
ingly taken up by Gunga, Zemindar of Hurdooee, uncle to Heera Sing, the 
present Zemindar of that place, and thrown to the spot in dispute; and "as he 
was not injured in the least by the red-hot ball, his right to the ground was 
established, the arbitrators set up boundary marks on the spot, and agreeably to 
the resolution they had formed, gave the moocbulka to Gunga, Zemindar of 
Hurdooee. A copy of this document is enclosed for his Excellency the Vizier’s 
information. 

In the year 1211 fusly, the said Zemindars again excited disturbances, when 
the arbitrators re-assembled on the spot, and decided, that as Gunga Zemindar 
of Hurdooee, had in the fusly year 1192 taken up the red-hot ball, that ordeal 
should now be gone through by Golaub, the Zemindar of Rampore ; to which 
Golaub at first gave his consent ; but when the iron-smith had heated the ball 
Golaub refused to lift it ; on which the arbitrators convinced Golaub of the 
injustice of his claim, and in order to quell the disturbance they gave about 
thirty begahs of land from the Zemindar of Hurdooee to the Zemindar of Ram- 
pore, on which spot pillars of demarkation were erected, remains of which are 
to be seen at this day. A copy of the moocbulka of the parties which was 
given to the punchayet, anti a copy of the final agreement, arc enclosed for fur- 
ther information. 

It is next alleged in the statement, that the Zemindars of Rampore wish to 
plough and cultivate their lands, which the Zemindars of Hurdooee prevent them 
from doing, and intend building a garden-house on the ground. This statement 
is entirely false and unfounded. 'I’hc Zemindars of Hurdooee have no inten- 
tion of erecting a garden-house, nor has a single person from the other party 
appeared as yet to cultivate the ground, which, owing to the wretched and 
ruinous condition of the Zemindars of Hurdooee, and to no other cause, has 
been lying waste for several years. Every person in the neighbourhood is well 
acquainted with the truth of what is here stated, and Heera Sing, the Ze- 
mindar of Hurdooee, is ready to undergo the ordeal again to establish iiis 
just right. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baji.lie, 

Re.sident. 


MoochuUca, under the Signature of Gunga, Zemindar qf Hurdooee, and Hudue 
of Rampore, Purgunnah ThoUndee, 'witnessed by Gungaram, Bhao Sing, Zora- 
wur Sing, and Girdharce Loll, Canoongoes of Purgunnah Hurdooee, and others. 

We, Gunga, Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooee, and Hudae, Zefnindar of Rani- 
pore, Purgunnah Tholindce, having formerly agreed to submit a dispute 
between us respecting the limits of our respective villages to arbitration by 
punchayet, and it having been determined by the arbitrators, with our mutual 
consent, that Gunga should establisli the just boundary of Hurdooee by the 
ordeal of lifting a red-hot ball, after which a moocbulka, under our joint signa- 
tures, fixing the boundary between us, should be given to Guqga, and 
remain for ever in his possession ; therefore the dispute being noW settled in 
the manner above described, and Gunga having submitted to the ordeal, this 
moocbulka has been delivered to him accordingly. 

Dated 25ih Ilubbec-ool-awiil, 1210 Hijrec, or 1192 Fusly, or Surabut ISIS. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAiLLre, 

Resident. 

MoochuWet 
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MoochulkOf mder the Signattares qfGohmht Mokuddvm qf Rampore in Rer^ 
gumah ThaVmdett emd MuSaree Zemndar qf Kusbah Hwrdooee Khass, attested 
by Khandy Sing, Ameen qf Almass Alee Khan, and others. 

We, Golaub, Mokuddum of Rampore, in purgunnab Tholindee, and MU' 
daree, Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooee Khas, do hereby agree to abide by the 
decision of the punchayet regarding the dispute subsisting b^etween us about the 
boundary of our villages, and to this effect we have written and delivered the 
present moochulka to Almass Alee Khan. Whoever shall depart from, or re- 
ject the decision of the punchayet shall be considered as a criminal to the state. 

In witness whereof, &c., dated the 5thShabaun, 1211 Fusly, or 1218 Hijree. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Razee Nutm entered into between Golaub, Mokuddum qf Rampore, in Piar- 
gunnah Tholindee, and Mudaree, Zemindar Kusbah Hurdooee Khass, wit- 
nessed by Dhun Sing and Gunga Sing, Zemindars qf the •village qf Omraxoan, 
in Purgunnah Sumrofwteh, Dhokul Sing and Dhun Sing, Zemindars qf the village 
qf Aleepore, in Purgunnah Sumrowteli, and Narrain and Maun, Zemindars of 
the village qf Deedwur, in Purgunnah Roy BarelUe, Sewa SookhloU and Mohkum, 
Chowdries qf Buchrarwan, in Purgunnah Tholundee, Sheikh Bughoo and Imarnn 
Buksh, Canoongoes qf Purgunnah Tholindee, Bukhtawur and Bustee, Chowdries 
of the village qf Suketo, in Purgunnah Hurdooee, Zoramir Sing Dena and 
Gunga Persaud, Canoongoes qf Hurdooee, and Khandy Sing, Ameen of 
Almass Alee Khan, and Goktd Sing, Ameen qf Roy Sumbhonauth, Pershaud 
and Gujrqj, Chowdries of Hussenpore in Hurdooee. 

We, Golaub, Mokuddum of Rampore, in purgunnah Tholindee, and Mudaree, 
Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooee Khass, do hereby acknowledge and declare, that 
having already granted a moochulka to Almass Alee Khan and Roy Sumboo- 
nauth, binding ourselves to abide by the decision of the punchayet respecting 
the limits of our respective villages, if either of us, or any of our dependents 
shall hereafter occasion a dispute or refuse to abide by such decision, we shall be 
accounted as criminals against the state, and subject to punishment accordingly. 

In witness whereof, &c. dated the ^th Shabaun, 1211 Fusly, or 1218 Hijree. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 

Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \5th November 1811, 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. In pursuance of the resolution announced toy ou in the concluding paragraph 
of my letter dated the Slst of August last, I have now the honour of trans- 
mitting to you the enclosed copies of letters which have passed between his 
Excellency the Vizier and me, on the subject of the police of his metropolis, 
and of the character and proceedings of the courts of justice, as they are termed, 
which his Excellency has established in Lucknow. 

2. In as far as appearances indicate, the effect of my last letter to his Excel- 
lency on this subject has been salutary, to the extent of engaging his serious 
attention to the evils which I have described and their remedy ; though his 
actual, or intended, adoption of any of the measures suggested, has not hitherto 
been announced. 

3. His Excellency's frequent complaints of some slight return of indisposi- 
tion preclude the propriety of my urging him to a final declaration of his inten- 
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tioni (rti tny of the questions that are pending, and it is totally impossibly to 
^odict at what period he may be pleased to announce to me his entire recovery 
from an illness that I have uniformly considered to be trifling, and by no means 
of a nature to prevent the despatch of important business. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28th October 1811. Resident. 

From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27th August 1811.) 

I transmit, for your previous inspection, copies of a proclamation and orders 
which 1 propose issuing, with a view to the protection of the inhabitants of the 
city of Lucknow against robbery. Return the documents to me when you have 
perused them. 

Proclamation. 

This is to give notice, that no person residing in the city is hereafter unne- 
cessarily to quit his house after the hour of twelve o’clock at night. If any 
person be obliged by indispensable business to be absent from home after that 
hour, he must be furnished with a light, such as a lamp or flambeau, and must 
be unarmed ; and when challenged by the guards, who are appointed to patrol 
the streets during the night, he is to give a ready answer, and to state the 
reason of his being abroad. Any one who, after the above hour, shall be found 
in the streets with arms in his hands, without a light, and on being challenged 
shall not explain in a satisfactory manner the reason of his being from home, 
or shall prevaricate in his replies to the patrol, shall be immediately taken into 
custody. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Orders addressed to Dhoomun Beg, Cutwal. 

It being the constant object of my wishes and anxiety to secure to my sub- 
jects the protection and peaceable enjoyment of their lives and property, I have 
therefore, with a view of putting an effectual stop to the perpetration of 
robbery and murder in this city for the future, issued the following rules, which 
it will be your duty hereafter to observe. You must be peculiarly alert and 
vigilant, both night and day, and must take care that no inhabitant of the city 
sustain the least injury from robbers. 

First.— Your deputy, attended by a guard, must patrol the streets of the city 
from twelve o’clock at night until morning, for the purpose of seizing thieves 
and protecting the citizens from being attacked by them. 

Second. — The proclamation, a copy of which is enclosed, is to be pasted up 
in the most public places of the city for the period of three days, after which 
you are to direct your deputy to apprehend and lodge in the Chebootra for 
examination ail persons who may be found strolling in the city after the hour of 
twelve o’clock at night, with arms in their hands, without a light, and who 
may refuse to assign the cause of their being from home, or may prevaricate 
in their answers to the patrol. If, on examination, they shall be found to be 
delinquents, the report concerning them is to specify whether or not they are 
servants of the Presence, — if not servants, on whom they depend. If 
nothing shall appear against them they are to be discharged. 

Thirdly. — If any person shall be found with implements prepared for rob- 
bing or house-breaking, such as those used in mining, rope-ladders, nooses, or 
bunches of key.s, and the like, or may be found in the act of mining, or placing 
ladders against the wall of a hou.se, they are to be taken into custody imme- 
diately ; but if those implements shall not be found in their possession, they are 
not to be confined. 

Fourthly. — If any person be taken up for theft or robbery, or if any citizen 
shall inform against another as belonging to a party of thieves, you are to 
enquire of the informer the means b\' which he can establish his accusation ; 

and 
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jtnd if tbe proofs shall appear to be satis&ctory, you are to report the circum- 
stances iji the case and f^oceed as hereafter commanded. 

Fifthly. — Every person seized for robbery, and against whom sufficient proof 
of the crime shall appear, is to be handed over to the Adawlut, to be dealt with 
according to law, as in cases of this nature the law alone is to have effect, and 
the Presence can take no cognizance of such cases. 

Sixthly'.— In carrying into execution the foregoing orders the utmost caution 
must be observed, for the purpose of preventing bloodshed, in seizing the per- 
sons of robbers ; but if a robber shall make use of arms in his defence, you are 
to employ the same means to apprehend him. 

Seventhly. — All persons having empty houses to dispose of by hire must be 
prohibited from letting their houses without previous security, and being satis- 
fied on all points regarding the persons who may wish tu reside in them. 

Eighthly.— Every person once tried and punished for robbery or theft, if 
seized and convicted again of a similar offence by the Adawlut, according to 
law, shall be branded in the face with a hot iron, and be banished from the 
city for life, the guards of the several entrances being strictly enjoined to prevent 
such persons from returning. 

Ninthly.— The assembling of idle persons and people of bad and disorderly 
habits is to be prevented. Hircarrahs are to be employed to bring intelligence 
of such meetings, and on receiving such intelligence you are to send a person to 
cause them to disperse. You are likewise to summon all such disorderly per- 
sons before you, and take written securities for their future good behaviour, 
warning them that if found assembled again they will be taken into custody and 
punished. If, after such warning, they persist in disorderly conduct, you will 
furnish an account of them in writing, specifying whether they be servants or 
not, and on whom they are dependent if not servants. 

Tenthly. — The foregoing instructions are all that seem necessary for the 
present. You shall hereafter receive such further commands as circumstances 
may require for your guidance. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th September 1811.) 

1 have been favoured with your Excellency’s letter, dated 4th of Shabaun 
( 27 th August), covering drafts of a proclamation and instructions addressed by 
your Excellency to the Cutwal of the city, with a view to the prevention of 
robbeiy. 

Although, from the tenor of your Excellency’s letter, it may be inferred, that 
by conveying to me the documents above-mentioned, your Excellency meant 
rather to apprize me of a determination already formed than to require my 
advice or concurrence in a measure that was merely contemplated, yet the secu- 
rity of the lives and property of so large a proportion of the people committed 
by Providence to your Excellency’s charge, is a subject or too important a 
nature to admit of my silence on this occasion, consistently with the duty which 
I owe to your Excellency as well as to my employers ; and, accordingly, I had 
fully resolved to submit my sentiments on this subject at considerable length, 
in answer to your Excellency’s letter, but being prevented by your impatience 
for my reply, I shall postpone till a future opportunity the detail of the remarks 
which I have to offer, and I shall limit the present address to the following 
short observations. 

During a period of more than four years in which I have, had the honour of 
residing at your Excellency’s Court, the instances of robbery and theft, attended 
frequently by murder, which have been daily brought to my notice, by the 
only report which I receive, namely, that of the Cutwal’s principal Chebootra 
in this city, have been constantly a subject of my regret. 
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The measures which your Excellency has now been pleased to announce to 
me have already, if my memory serve me, been adopted, and proved by expe* 
rience to be totally inadequate to their object, the protection of the city against 
robbery and murder as well as theft, which instead of having at ail diminished 
during the period to which I refer, have appeared to me to increase in a great 
and alarming degree. Of the number of persons who have been plundered, 
it has never come to my knowledge that any individual has been redressed, by 
the restitution of the property stolen, or by the seizure and punishment of the 
offenders. 1 have myself repeatedly applied to your Excellency in behalf of 
English gentlemen and Natives, dependent on the British Government, residing 
in Lucknow or passing in the neighbourhood, who have been robbed, but roy 
applications have been almost uniformly fruitless, and the evil against which 1 
have remonstrated, namely, the total inattention of your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment to the prevention of robbery and theft, or the detection and punishment 
of robbers, the most important of the duties of a sovereign, has been increasing 
in such a degree, as to excite my most serious concern, and to induce the reso- 
lution of submitting to your Excellency the absolute necessity of a reform in the 
police of this city at the earliest practicable period. 

On the performance of this duty I was bent, when the arrival of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s letter to your Excellency, dated the 28th 
of December last, containing or referring to a more general and compre- 
hensive system of reform for every department of your administration, com- 
mencing with the collection of your revenue, suspended the execution of my 
design, and by engaging apparently your Excellency’s serious attention, afforded 
the happy presage of a complete and beneficial reform in every branch of your 
Government, including the department of police, which was intended, agree- 
ably to my instructions, to have followed, and not to have preceded the satisfac- 
tory settlement of the revenue. 

Your Excellency having now, however, of your own accord, and during the 
.suspension of the other important and leading arrangements, turned your 
thoughts to the reform of the police and the prevention of disorders in the city, 
and having pressed me for a speedy answer to your letter, I shall only for the 
present observe, that the measures which your Excellency has described, though 
they appear to be for tbe most part unobjectionable, are, I fear, inadequate to 
the end. God grant that they succeed and promote your Excellency’s repu- 
tation. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the l6th Shabaun 1226, ur 6th 

September 1811.) 

I have received your letter of the 14<th instant (4)th September) in answer 
to my shookha of the 4th. 


In reply to your observation, that in the long course of “ more than four 
years,” &c. the truth is, that thefts and robberies are not new occurrences : 
they were frequent before my accession to the musnud. It is evident that no 
regulations for the prevention of such evils were heretofore established, the 
observance of which, on my part, could have precluded robbery or theft, or the 
abolition of which by me could have revived the evils described. 


With regard to your remark, that " it has never come to your knowledge 
“ that restitution was made to the persons plundered of their property, or that 
” the plunderers had been seized and punished.” The matter stands thus : 
Whenever information reaches me of any persons having been robbed, orders 
are issued, without waiting for the complaint of that person, to search for and 
produce the stolen goods, and to apprehend the thief. The property, if reco- 
vered, is, after ascertaining the owner, restored to him. The oflenders aiw also 
prosecuted by those whose business it is to convict them, and the sentence m 
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the law, whether it be corporal punishment, fine, or imprisonment, is inflicted 
upon them. Agreeably to this practice, the property of several persons has 
been delivered over to you. It is, however, a custom among the people of 
this place to hide their wealth and edicts, and then give out that they have 
been plundered. 

As to the robberies committed on English gentlemen and their dependants, 
of which you take notice, 1 certainly return you answers corresponding to the 
state of circumstances which come to my knowledge relative to the plunder 
of their effects. 

What may be the regulation in the British provinces for the recovery and 
restitution of stolen property, I am unable to assert or explain, for even there 
the declaration of the claimant, unsupported by credible testimony, is insuf- 
ficient to procure him redress, and of this fact I have myself had experience. 
What country, indeed, is there, in which thefts and robberies do not occur ? 
Though in niy country an additional evil prevails, namel}^ that thousands of 
persons, through want of employment, are destitute of the means of subsis- 
tence, and it cannot, therefore, be a matter of surprise, that they should com- 
mit acts of the nature in question. The number of men that I employ merely 
for the protection of the city, is greater than has ever been employed at any 
former period of time, and to secure that object no means in my power have 
been neglected ; but it is impossible for me, without legal conviction, to deprive 
any person of life or limb. What I had further to say to you on this subject, 1 
communicated to you on Saturday, when we met, and it is of course still in 
your recollection. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 7th October 1811.) 

In a letter which I addressed to your Excellency on the 14th ofShabaun 
(4th September last), I promised to submit to you, in detail, my sentiments on 
the important subject of the police of the metropolis of your dominions, and 
the protection and security of its inhabitants against the occurrence of robbery 
and theft. I now proceed to the performance of my promise, and I shall 
conclude my present address by replying to certain remarks which are con- 
veyed by your Excellency’s letter, under date the l6th of Shabaun (6th Sep- 
tember). 

The extraordinary frequency of robbery and theft in this city appears to me 
to be ascrihable, of necessity, to some one, or to all of the following causes : 
The connivance of the Cutwal and officers of your Excellency’s Adawlut with 
the perpetrators of those crimes, the neglect or incapacity of those officers, 
or their want of the necessary authority for prevention, detection, and punish- 
ment. 

That most of the officers of your Excellency’s courts of justice in this city 
are unworthy of the trusts which are reposed in them, and incapable of the 
discharge of their duties, I am fully warranted in inferring, from my personal 
observation and knowledge during a period of several years since the date of 
my arrival at Lucknow. It were improper without proof to assert, th.at they 
are equally corrupt as unworthy in the other respects which I have noticed ; 
but that this is also the fact, is the universal belief of the people, or at least 
of those with whom I have conversed on the subject ; and, indeed, when the 
salaries alone of your Excellency’s judges are considered, namely, allowances 
of from fifty to one hundred rupees at the utmost per mensem, it is scarcely 
possible to suppose that the great ends of justice can be answered, or the duties 
of a magistrate be performed with integrity, by persons who are thus circum- 
scribed, in the means of preserving their independence, or of supporting the 
dignity of their stations. 
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1 iliBll here detail, for your Excellency’s notice, what hM cradttaUy come to 
ny kimwledge regarding the character and conduct of your judges durmg the 
last four years. 

At the commencement of this period, it would appear that a person of the 
name of Ab-oor Rehm presided over the Foujdaree Adawlut, and was shortly 
afterwards dismissed, for reasons which 1 cannot with accuracy describ^ hut 
under circumstances which gave cause for the belief of his conviction, in your 
Excellency’s judgment, of some very heinous offence. He was succeeded in 
his oflSce by a person named Obcid-oollah (more generally known as Noorool- 
lah), who exercised the chief authority in the Foujdaree Adawlut for a consi- 
derable period of time. The oppression of this person over the lower orders, 
and indeed over all classes of your E'xcelletjcy’s subjects in the city, as 
described to me, had been boundless ; and on this account, 1 suppose, as well 
as his notorious conviction of bribery, he too was dismissed from his office in 
the course of the present year. Bui whatever lias been the cause of his remo- 
val, the infamy which followed that event is known to exceed all descrip, 
tion. A multitude of unfortunate persons, fronj whom he had extorted large 
sums of money as bribes, assembled tuinultnoiisly at his gate, for the pur- 
pose of inducing him to refund the profits of his corruption as a magistrate, 
and he was treated in the manner which he deserved, and which can never be 
forgotten in this city, where it was witnessed by all the population. At 
length, after having satisfied some of the most pressing demands to a consi- 
derable amount, as I have heard, he was freed from the importunities and 
indignities of the mob, through the interference of your Excellency’s son, 
Nusseer-ood-Dowlah, who placed him in a stale of mild confinement 'for a time; 
and he has .since been liberated, as I learn, through the intercession of your 
Excellency’s servants (on'what grounds or from what motives, 1 know not), 
while the persons, his accusers, whom his tyranny and oppression had mined, 
have had no justice nor redress. 

Saeed-ood-decn, who succeeded Nooroollah as chief judge of the Fouj- 
daree Adawlut, is reported, and 1 believe the report, to be still more unworthy 
than his predece.ssor of the sacred and important trust which your Excellency 
has been pleased to commit to him. Independently of his incapacity, from a 
total ignorance of the law, he is asserted to be still more corrupt, and to carry 
the practice of bribery, and ol levying contributions from both plaintiffand defen- 
dant in every cause, to a greater extent than any of his predecessors in office. 

If such be the character and conduct, and such they are stated and believed, 
of the Moulvecs of the criminal court, or Foujdaree Adawlut of Lucknow, 
what I have heard of the Dewanee Adawlut, or of your Excellency’s civil court, 
yields in no respect to the former. It would occupy a volume, if detailed, but 
I shall not attempt a detail of it, and passing over the proceedings of that court 
in all other respects, I shall merely advert to the j)ractice in every cause which 
comes before it, of altering and perverting tlic statements, not only of the con- 
tending parties, but aI.so of the witnesses in the suit, and of exhibiting those 
garbled and fictitious statements, as the grounds of a legal decision, as contrary 
to law as to justice, and equally partial and corrupt. Of this deplorable practice 
I have myself had satisfactory proof on several occasions, in the course of 
trials in which subjects of the British Government have been parties (as in the 
cases of Moonshee Hussun Alee, of Moonshee Ameer Alee, and others), the 
proceedings in which were conducted by the officers of the Dewanee Adawlut. 

Your Excellency will probably observe, th. t many of the circumstances 
whicli I have stated with a reference to both the Adawluts, being merely matters 
of hearsay, have no foundation in fact; yet I may be permitted to answer to 
this remark, that tlie general opinion and belief of a large portion of mankind 
cannot possibly be destitute of some foundation in truth, that I myself have had 
abundant proof of alterations being made in the written statements on both 
sides of a cause, and in taking down the testimony of witnesses ; and that there 
is ample and just ground to infer, that persons in judicial situations, who have 
been guilty of this latter offence, would not hesitate to commit the most 

heinous 
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heinous and most aggravated crimes, of which a corrupt magistrate can be 

suspected. 

So much with regard to the proceedings of the courts of justice in this city ; 
and now, with a reference to the police, or to the conduct of your Excellency’s 
Cutwals, the following is a summary of facts which consist with my particular 
knowledge, and from which the inference is sufficiently clear. 

Meer Behadur Alee, who held the office of Cutwal at the period of my ar- 
rival in Lucknow, having been for some reason displaced, Dhoomun Beg was 
appointed to succeed him, and to this person an extraordinary establishment 
was assigned, with the view, as was naturally supposed, of effectually guarding 
the city, and protecting its inhabitants against theft, robbery, and murder, the 
alarming frequency of which had apparently at that time engaged your 
Excellency’s serious attention. 

The total and notorious failure of Dhoomun Begin the discharge of all the 
duties of his office, the increase instead of diminution of the evils, for the pre- 
vention of which, apparently, so large an establishment had been assigned to 
him, can scarcely require to be stated. Every month, every week, nay, every 
night of the year, I may say, has the house of some respectable inhabitant of 
this city, or some person whose supposed circumstances created temptation to 
thieves, been attacked and plundered by bands of robbers, who, without the 
smallest apprehension of consequences, proceed with torch lights in their 
hands through the streets, to execute their atrocious purposes ; and after 
violently entering the houses, extorting by violence and fear a confession and 
exposure of property, not content with the plunder of the whole, which is car- 
ried off in triumph unmolested, they shut up the sufferers in their rooms and 
leave them to perish unheard, or, if heard, without hope of redress. 

It is known to your Excellency, as well as to me, not only that the establish- 
ment of armed Peons under the authority of the Cutwal is sufficient to enable 
that ollicer to have ample guards in every street and eorncr of the town, for 
the protection of the inhabitants from robbery, but that numerous guards are 
actually' posted by the Cutwal in every street and corner during the night, who 
n>^bt cflectually preclude the perpetration of the crimes which I have stated. 
It is further the practice of the Cutwal, under your Excellency’s orders, as I 
suppose, tliat on every' occasion of a robbery, a particular and an accurate list 
of the articles stolen be demanded and delivered, under a jx'nalty, by the person 
whose house has been plundered, with the avowed view of detection. Yet, 
under all these circumstances of apparent vigilance and precaution, it has never 
come to my knowledge, that the property of any person plundered has been 
restored, or that a robber has been detected and punished ; and certainly, upon 
these grounds alone, there is obvious reason for inferring the most culpable 
neglect of the Cutwal, or bis total incapacity for liis office. 

But let me inquire into the conduct of this officer, and the general manage- 
ment of the police, in another and more satisfactory' manner. Wlio aic the per- 
petrators of those crimes ? Arc they the inhabitants of your Excellency’s capital, 
or marauders from the surrounding country Pin the first ease, as it is perfectly 
known that every street, nay every corner and alley, has not only' its permanent 
guards, hut Ilurkarras and spies for Kote Cushtec to gain intelligence from every 
house in the town, it is certainly a matter of surprize, that no account can 
he had of those residentiary robbers and thieves who infest the peace of the 
oity. In the second case, since it is fully established that no person, of 
whatever condition, respectability, or rank, can at any time have egress from 
the city without a passport from your Excellency’s officers, nor can any person 
enter the town without being subjected to a minute and rigorous search, the 
ingress and egress of thieves, save by connivance of the Cutwal or his subor- 
dinates, are matters of still greater wonder. 

Again, regarding the property stolen, let me inquire : Do the thieves hoard it 
up in their houses? That they do not is the most probable supposition ; and, in 
this case, it unquestionably follows, that they dispose of their stolen goods in 
■ • * the 
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the city, orcarry themoutofittosomeother market for sale : yet the Cutwal as I 
iS NovTlSti! credibly informed, by your Excellency’s positive orders, has taken mooi^bul. 

kas, or penal bonds, from ail the shopkeepers in the city, binding them not to 

Letter purchase or sell goods of any description, including vessels and ornaments or 
rom Rodent at trinkets of silver or gold, without first giving notice at the chebbotra, as well ot 
Luc no»r. article to be purchased or sold, as of the name and place of residence of the 

purchaser or vender: and under such circumstances, it is difficult to conceive how 
the thieves can dispose of their plunder in the city, without its being known to 
the Cutwal. But to carry it out of the city without his connivance and consent 
seems to me to be still more difficult, or indeed to be totally impossible, since 
we know, as already observed, that a written passport is indispensable, and that 
even a passport does not preclude the minutest search, by the guards, of every 
passenger at the gates of the city ; nay, that persons of the poorest class having 
a few rupees in their girdles, are daily seized by the guards and violently brought 
back to the Cutwal, to he punished or fined at his discretion. The inevitable 
conclusion from these facts is, that the Cutwal must be in league with the thieves, 
or must be totally unmindful of his duty, or that the necessary authority is 
wanting to put a stop to the depredations which prevail. 

In tlie first and second of these cases, the Cutivul is obviously unworthy of 
the important trust that is reposed in him, and moreover is deserving of punish- 
ment. In the third case, if it be true, as I suppose, that authority alone is 
wanting to the Cutwal, the fault or defect is in the system, not with him, and 
he cannot be considered as responsible. 

In reality, according to my judgment, the system of your Excellency’s police 
is extremely defective and inefficient; and the W'eak and partial improvements 
v%iiich your Excellency has now in contemplation, and which, if 1 mistake not, 
have already been attempted and have failed, are in my opinion very unlikely to 
have any beneficial eftcct. The measures w liich I should deem most eflTectual 
towards the prevention or diminution of robberies and other crimes in tliis city, 
and in your Excellency’s dumiiuons at large, are as follow. 

That your Excellency should, in the fust place, .select nien of strict honour 
and integrity, of respectable birtli and education, learned and skilful in the 
law, expert and assiduous in business, to be the judges of the two courts of 
(usticc in your capita), with salaries suital>le to their stations, established on the 
most liberal scale, and powers entirely inde|)endent, in the exercise of their 
judicial functions, of your Excellency and the ministers of your Government: 
with this exception alone, that thef^:.^roceedings in criminal cases, with the 
sentence or legal ilecision, (pronounce" without reference to your Excellency 
or your ministers,) be finally reported to the Presence, for the |)urpo8e of being 
carried into eflfect. That, in short, your Excellency’s authority should never 
interfere nor be referred to, save in cases of resistance to the judges, and for the 
purpose of the execution of tlieir decrees, and, above all, that the situations of 
the judges should be permanent; that they should on no account be subject to 
removal without conviction of incapacity, or crime. 

The Cutwal of the city, in like manner, should be a person of the strictest 
integrity, distinguished for activity and zeal, diligent in the tiischarge of his 
duties, and watchful to preserve the peace of the city and to protect the lives and 
property of the inhabitants. 

Under the authority of such an officer as this, if he were vested with the 
necessary powers, the establishment already maintained of Peadas, Hirkarras, 
and Khakroubs, would be amply sufficieitt for the protection of the peaceful 
inhabitants of the city and the prevention or detection of crimes. The character, 
condition, and circumstances of every individual in the town might be easily 
made known to the Cutwal, through the medium of those Hirkarras and 
Khakroubs, w ithout any oppression of the inhabitants by unnecessary intrusion 
into their liouses. Uegardiug persons who have no employment or osterisihlt 
means of subsistence, a stricter inquiry might be made; and the information 
thus obtained, anti properly used by the Cutwal, would speedily tend to the 
decrease of every species of vice. 
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. The authotlCy of the Cutwal of the city should be immediately dependent bn 
the judges of the Foujdaree Adawlut, to whom his proceedings should be 
reported and under whose control he should be placed ; and for the purpose of 
aiding the Cutwal in the general superintendence of the police of so extensive a 
city, as Lucknow, it seems e} 4 >edient that subordinate Cutwals be appointed and 
stationed in the principal quarters of the city, where guards are at present placed. 
Those subordinate officers also sl)ouId, of course, be respectable in their charac- 
ters, just and upright ia their conduct, and experienced in the duties of the 
police. It should be the province of those subordinate officers to watch over the 
conduct of die inhabitants in- the several departments under their chargee ; and 
in the case of any robbery being committed, and the thieves or robbers being 
found in their circles^ to seize them witlwut any delay. 

Under arrangements of the nature described, improved by your Excellency’s 
wisdom, there is every reason to expect tliat, in a limited period of time, the fre- 
quency of robbery and other crimes would be diminished, if they did not totally 
cease ; and the merit of so important a reform would add greatly to your Excel- 
lency’s reputation^ 

I now proceed to reply to some observations in your letter of tlie Idih Shabaun 
(6th September), as promised in the opening of this address. 

And first, that “ no-system or regulation was formerly establised for the pre- 

vention of the evils described,” &c. (recapitulate the whole), is certainly true, 
as your Excellency remarks. Yet the general character of your Excellency’s 
Government since yqur accession to the Musnud of Oude, and the ardour and 
diligence with which many other more favourite objects of your mind have been 
prosecuted and ultimately accomplished by new systems and regulations unknown 
in the time of your predecessor, render it a natural source of surprize and con- 
cern, that no system has been devised for the protection of the inhabitants of 
your capital against the frequency of robbery and other crimes. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, that “ whenever rntelligence is 
“ received,” &c. (recapitulate). I too have been frequently informed of the 
measures adopted by your Cutv/als, oppressive, in my judgment, in their execution, 
and by no means beneficial in their end, on occasions of the commission of rob- 
bery, with a view to discover the quality and extent of the property stolen fwmi 
your subjects but I have hitherto rarely heard an instance of the actual recovery 
of the property, or if recovered, of its restitution to the owner, and punishment 
inflicted on the offender : nor have I ever, on> one occasion, been informed of the 
seizure of a robber in the act of house-breaking or theft, though the space of 
time whicli I have known to have been occupied in the act must have afforded 
ample opportunity for that purpose. A few instances of such meritorious con- 
duct as this on the part of your Excellency’s Cutwal, or his guards, would have 
an obvious tendency to check the extraordinary audacity of the thieves and 
i-obbers of Lucknow, and to diminish the frequency of their depredations. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s observation, that it is the practice, of 
“ the people of the city to conceal the property winch they possess,” &c. (recar 
pitulate the whole). Two causes may be assigned for this practice ; namely, 
first, a want of confidence in the Government, ascribable to various circumstances 
which 1 shall not on this occasion describe ; and secondly, the natural drrad 
occasioned by the frequency of robberies. Where confidence anti security pre- 
vail there can be no occasion for concealment. 

Your Excellency has further inquired, in what country are the crimes of 
“ house-breaking and robbery unknown ?*’ I am perfectly ready to acknowledctCk 
that they are known in every country to a certain degree, and that the British 
dominions are not exempt from them ; but your Excellency is doubtless aware 
that they are less frequent in most countries than in this, and particularly more 
fi'ctment in Lucknow than in any ether city in Hihdoostan. You are further 
.doantless aware of the zeal and diligence of our magistrates to prevent the com- 
tnissibn of those crimes, and to seize and bring to punishment the offenders, and 
that the diligence and success of your Excellency’s officers in the execution of 
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Your Excellency has finally asserted, that " the number of persons whom you 
“ employ, exclusively, for the protection of the city, is more tlian was ever 
employed for this purpose during the government of any of your predecessors.’^ 
To which I beg leave to reply, that the employment of a number of people, if it 
fail to answer the purpose through the inefficiency, negligence, or criminality of 
the persons who are so employed, is worse than the want of such people; and 
during the government of your Excellency’s brother, the late Nawaub Asuf-ood 
Dotvlah, it consists with my own recollection, that the Cutwals and Aumils were 
made responsible for the property of all English gentlemen and other dependants 
of the British Government, which might be stolen from them in the city of Luck- 
now or its vicinity, and even in remote districts of the country, as w'ell as in the 
several cantonments of British troops, and that the uniform or frequent restora- 
tion of such property, or its value, was thought highly creditable to the friendship 
of the late Vizier for the British Government and its officers. 

In like manner, I am ready to admit that, on some occasions, since your 
Excellency’s accession to the Musnud, and even since I have had the honour of 
residing at your court, nay at my own particular instance, the stolen property 
of English gentlemen has been recovered and restored, to the credit of your 
Excellency’s friendship, which I have never failed on such occasions to acknow- 
ledge with becoming thankfulness and praise. 

To conclude, the becoming attention which your Excellency has begun to 
afford to the improvement of the police of your dominions, and your steady 
persistauce in that attention, must be highly gratifying to me, and satisfactory 
in the extreme to our Government, who are your Excellency’s sincerest friends; 
and the ultimate accomplishment of this great and important object, if pursued 
as so happily begun, is as certain in my mind, as it will be honourable to your 
Excellency’s reputation as a Prince who studies and labours for the comfort and 
happiness of his people. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie, 

Resident. 


this duty bear no comparison with those of the magistrates in the Ciunpany’s 
dominions. 

Your Excellency remarks, “ that this country is subject to another evil,’*&cl 
(recapitulate the sentence). The remerly for the evil described, with a reference 
to your Excellency’s country, seems to me to be as fully in your power as in that 
of any other Government in the world, with a reference to the country which it 
governs ; namely, to employ and provide for its subjects, who are worthy and 
capable of employment, and to punish or expel the unworthy. 


Letter To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, 

from Secretary to 

Govemment. Sir : 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date 
the S8th ultimo, enclosing copies of your correspondence with his Excellency 
the Vizier on the subject of establishing an improved system of police within 
the limits of the capital. 

8. His Excellency in Council highly approves the zeal, assiduity, and judg- 
ment, which you have manifested in exposing the excessive evils and abuses of 
the existing system, and in suggesting arrangements calculated to remedy them ; 
and it will afford great satisfaction to his Excellency in Council, and will 
redound to the credit of the British Government and your own, if your laudable 
efforts to effect this necessary reform shall be ultimately attended even with 
partial success. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Sig;ned) N. B. Edmowstone, 

15 th November, 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 

EXTrtACt 
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, EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 

The ^Oth March J812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transinitting to you, for the notice of tire Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General in Council, a translation of a letter which 1 
received some time ago from his Excellency the Vizier, conveying a requisition 
for the employment of the British troops in his Excellency’s district of Dureear 
bad, and a copy of a letter which I deemed it to be my duty to address to bis 
Excellency on tiie subject of that requisition. 

2. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, in perusing 
this letter from the Vizier, will be pleased to bear in his mind the remarks which 
1 took the liberty of submitting in my despatch of the l6th of July last, 
regarding the impression which was made on his Excellency’s mind by the terms 
of the declaiation conveyed to him in my letter of the 2.7th of Juue; and the 
substance and manner or the Vizier’s requisition on this occasion will, I doubt 
not, serve to establish in his Lordship in Council’s judgment, that my concep- 
tion of bis Excellency’s sentiments was correct, and has been justified by his 
subsequent conduct. 

3. In reality, the Vizier must have been aware that the sole object of the 
British Government, as explained to his Excellency by me, in its hesitation 
regarding the employment of our troops, or its eventual refusal to sanction 
military operations for the support of the authority of his Aumils, was a just 
and natural desire, proceeding on an unquestionable title, to be satisfied of the 
justice of the demands which our power might be required to enforce ; and that 
the declaration in my letter, of the 27th of June last was no more in its spirit, 
than the intimation of a firm and steady adherence, for the future, to the pro- 
posal originally conveyed, under the express instructions of tlie Government, 
for deputing an Ameen to investigate the causes of every disorder or resistance 
to the authority of Aumils, which our troops might be called upon to suppress ; 
a proposal which his Excellency had hitherto uniformly resisted without any 
reasonable grounds, and to which it was thus declared to him that his future 
opposition would be vain. 

4. Under the impression produced by the declaration as above described, and 
apparently distinguishing in his mind the case of a landholder resisting the oppres- 
sive demands of an Aumil from that of a rebel or criminal evading the punishment 
of his crimes, to the latter of which an unqualified right to demand the assis* 
tance of troops under the provisions of treaty was still supposed, and is readily 
admitted to apply, his Excellency, with his usual artfulness, required on the 
present occasion the employment of the Company’s troops, not for the realiza- 
tion of bis revenue, but for the punishment of an alleged offender against his 
laws, whom the Aumil was unable to bring to justice; while, on the other hand, 
the statement of the Aumil, on which his Excellency’s recjuisition was founded, 
and my information through otlicr channels, enabled me with certainty to refer 
the alleged disturbance in Dureeabad to an oppressive demand of the Aumil, 
anti to the uniform mismanagement of that officer since the recent recall of our 
troops. 

5. TTie instructions of the Government, therefore, under date the 2d August, 
which had already been long in my possession, and the execution of which had 
been deferred, partly in consequence of the Vizier’s occasional indisposition, 
and chiefly by the hope of his acquiescence in the proposed system of reform, 
seemed to my judgment to apply with peculiar happiness and force to the case 
of the present requisition ; and I deemed it to be my indispensable duty to take 
this opportunity of conveying to his Excellency the Vizier the declaration which 
is prescribed by those instructions. 

6. The ultimate effect of this declaration remains yet to be seen. I have 
every reason to believe that it has made a considerable impression upon the 
miud of the Vizier, and will be productive of essential improvement in the 
8®ocra.l system of his administration, though its effect to induce his cordial 
acquiescence in the particular system of reform recommended by the British 
l40vernment be still very uncertain. 

7. The 
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CenmritatMWi, 
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Ba^PoU^cal 
CoMidtadons, 
80 Mar. 1818. 

Letter 

firen Rerident at 
latcknoir. 


7> The motive of his Excellence's requisition was considered at the time of mv 
receiving it to be chie8y experimental, if not entirely a finesse, and subsequent 
information has confirmed that belief in my mind. The alleged commotion in< 
Dureeabad was never of any consequence, and has been very easily suppressed* 
by the employment of a portion of the Vizier's irregular troops in suppost of 
the authority of his Aumil. 


8. A progressive augmentation of his Excellency’s troops has been recently the 
subject of conversation among many of his subjects in this city, but it was so- 
lemnly and earnestly disavowed by his Excellency, when sHghtly hinted at by 
me on a very recent occasion, ami I have not hitherto obtained satisfactory pfo(H 
of the fact. 


9. The Vizier’s extraordinary delay in transmitting an answer to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Generars letter, under date the 2bth December 1810, 
on the im{Mrtant subject of reform, can be ascribed to no otlier cause than his 
utter inability to offer any reasonable pretext for declining to acquiesce in the 
beneficial system proposed to him, every solid, and even plausible, objection to 
which has been already stated and removed, in the course of my discussions, 
with his Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (^Signed) J. Bailiie, 

27th February 1812. Resident.. 


Ron From His Excellency the Vizier, (Received the 1 7th December 1811.) 

I transmit for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee from Imam> 
Bukhsh, the Aumil of Dureeabad, setting forth the refractory conduct of Atnan- 
Sing, and the murder of a Zemindar named Kuliunder Bukhsh, with that of 
several other persons. 

As Aroan Sing has murdered a Zemindar and several other persons, I desire 
that you will direct the commanding officer of the station, nearest to Dureeabad 
to adopt the necessaiy nieasures for the apprehension of Aman Sing, and the 
destruction of his fortress. 


Enci^ure in The Arzcc of Imam Bukhsh. (Dated the \5th December 1'81 1.^- 

' VvdcTs Idsitcr* 

I have already represented to the Presence the refractory and disobedient 
conduct of the Zemindars of the district under my charge, who, in consequence 
of the delay in punishing them, have daily become more hardened and bold. 
On the 11th instant, as Kuliunder Bukhsh, with some of his labourers, were 
cutting down mote in the village of Deronee, Aman Sing, the Zemindar of 
Kyampore, with several armed followers surrounded Kuliunder Bukhsh and 
killed him, with three other persons in his service. While they were conveying 
this intelligence to me, at the distance of three coss from the scene of the afiray, 
Aman Sing with his followers effected their retreat to the ghurry of Kyampore, 
where he has collected a large body of armed men, and is at present residing 
He has caused the Ryots of his Elaka to desert it. Such a proceeding on the 
part of Aman Sing tends to excite other Zemindars to act in the same way ; 
and as I have not a sufficient force with me, I cannot bring them to a sense of 
their duty. I have, therefore, represented the circumstances of the case to your 
Excellency, in the hope of receiving assistance. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J..BAiti-iE, 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Ta His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th January IBIS*) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter- dated the Ijdi 
ultimo, containing a copy of an arzee from Imam Buknsb, Aumil of Dureeabad, 
and requiring the employment of a portion, of the British troops for the suppre®' 
sion of alleged disorders in that quarter. 

Uy 
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My delay in replying to your Excellency’s letter has been owing partly to a 
contidera^ion of the impracticability of employing our troope, uhder any circum- 
stances, during the progress of the relief of corps, which has only recently been 
completed, partly to the occupation of your Excellency’s time and my own in 
the duties of hospitality to our guests and in preparations for the late festival 
and other entertainments, and chiefly, I will own to you with candour, fo the 
considerations which are stated in the sequel. 

During the whole cold season of several succeeding years, and particularly 
during the last year, a considerable detachment of the Honourable Company’s 
troops had been constantly employed in Dureeabad and the adjacent district of 
Rudowlee, in support of the authority of your Excellency’s Aumils and for the 
enforcement of their demands against the Zemindars. That the whole of the 
districts in question were settled to your Excellency’s satisfaction, and that every 
refractory landliolder was reduced to submission or expelled at the close of the 
last season, is a fact impressed on my belief, and doubtless too on your Excel- 
lency’s mind, by the statements of the commanding officers of the troops, and by 
my representations to your Excellency, founded on those statements, in uiy 
letters of the S7th of April, 2ad of May, and 3d of June last. If such be the 
state of the case, to what cause have we now to ascribe the disaffection and 
revolt of the landholders, as represented by the Aumil of Dureeabad ? If the 
representation of that Aumil be correct, can we ascribe it to any other cause 
than to his oppression, and the despair of the landholders of their ever obtaining 
redress from your Excellency’s justice? 

If the friendly and salutary advice of the Eight Honourable the Governor- 
General, in his letter to your Excellency under date the 28th of December 1810 ; 
if niy earnest, though respectful remonstrance, both by letters, and personally in 
your presence, had obtained that attention which they deserved, and had been fol- 
lowed by your Excellency’s adoption of the system which his Lordship proposed 
to you, the beneficial effects of that system would long ere now have been seen, 
in the returning affection of your subjects, in their submission and attachment 
to your Government, and in the absence of even a disposition to revolt against 
the authority of your Aumils. I entreat your Excellency to reflect on the sole 
and obvious motive of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s remon- 
strance, as conveyed to you in the address which I have noticed, and of my re- 
peated and urgent recommendation of the system which his Lordship’s wisdom 
suggested for the future government of your dominions. Cou d they have any 
other motive, I w'ill ask, than a regard for your Excellency’s reputation, for the 
good order and happiness of your people, and the due realization of your revenue, 
combined with a natural desire to put a stop to the employment of our troops 
on services unnecessary and unworthy, the support of violence and oppression? 

That this friendly and benevolent motive, if supported by your Excellency’s 
concurrence in it and by your adoption of the system proposed, must long ere 
now have received its ample reward in the complete accomplishment of its ol^ect, 
without injury to your Excellency’s rights or diminution of your power and 
authority, is an obvious and incontrovertible fact; and, consequently, your delay 
to give effect to that system, in disregard of my repeated advice, followed and 
aggravated, as the delay now is, by a demand of the employment of our troops 
on the bare representation of an Aumil, without previous investigation or inquiry, 
has been a cause of surprize and concern to me, which I can scarcely find lan- 
guage to describe. 

It would seem that your Excellency has forgotten, or wilfully banished from 
your consideration, the whole of the salutary contents of the friendly letter of 
Lord Minto, of my respectful representations to your Excellency, and of our 
frequent personal and written discussions, during a period of several months, 
on the subject of the reform of your administration. 

Is, the fortress of Keeampore an ancient place of strength in the district of 
Dureeabad (a! district so frequently, I may say, for a long period constantly, occu- 
pied ^ pur troops), which has hitherto been concealed from the observance of 
yoiif Excellency's Aumils and our officers, and has now suddenly come to light ? 

3 Y Or 


Bengal Folitieal 
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Luckncm. 



Bciigut Politicai 
20 Mar. 191 % 
Letter 

tVoni lle^klopt at 
Lucki>oH% 


m ouD£ PAPi:&a 

Or U it a fortress recently buiU, sanoe the reeall of tlie Bfitiedk detadunent, with 
the coanivance, or through tlie negligence of iheAuniilj in direat diaobediaKe 
of ^our Excellency’s orders^ and of your pror^matian issued at my auggestioa 
against the repair or re-building of forts? Or is it it merely the enclwraeod 
partially fortified habitation of a Zemindar, who was formerly submissive to the 
Aumil, and has recently been compeUed by oppression to take measures for his 
temporary protection against exorbitant demands, whieh can only be satisfied by 
ids ruin, and whose ruin is, therefore, sought by the Auniil ? 

If the object of your Excellency’s requisition, in the terms of your letter to 
r.ie, be the seizure and punishment of a murderer, this service is not the du^ 
of regular troops, nor is the performance of it practicable by their exertioitt. 
The apprehension of criminals and felons is the obvious duty of the police, of 
your Excellency's Cutwals and Thanadars, whose zealous exertions alone can 
be productive of the desired effect ; for experience has repeatedly shewn to us, 
that the movement of a detachment of troops is the signal for the concealment 
of such persons, or their escape by such passes and routes as preclude their being 
followed by Sepoys. In this particular district of Dureeabad, an example of 
the truth of my remark has been very recently offered, and b doubtless in 
your Excellency’s recollection. A compliance, therefore, with your Excel- 
lency’s requisition, if the object be merely what is above supposed, would 
obviously prove totally useless : and, on the other hand, if the object be 
what is stated by the Aumil in his arzee, the support of his authority in the dis- 
trict at large, and the enforcement of his demands against the Zemindars, 1 
leave it to your. Excellency to judge on what possible pretext I can sanction the 
employment of the Company’s troops in measures of coercion against the land- 
holders, before 1 be satisfied of the justice of those measures, or on what 
grounds 1 can presume to disobey the express orders of the Government for 
my satisfying myself of the truth of the statements of your Excellency’s Aumils. 
before 1 admit them as a plea for the necessity of militaiy operations. 

My letter of the 27 th of June last to your Excellency’s address, and the 
instructions of the Government, as well as the previous correspondence witli 
your Excellency, on which the declaration in that letter proceeded, having 
engaged the serious coosiderarion of the Honourable the Vice-President in 
Council, I had long ago the lionour of receiving his commands to submit to 
your Excellency a still more explicit declaration on the subject of that letter, in 
the hope of its impressing on your mind the manifest necessity of your acquies- 
cence in the system of reform which was proposed to you ; and your Excellency 
cannot fail to recollect the repeated intimations which 1 conveyed to you of m 3 ' 
being charged with such a declaration, nor the causes that induced me to defer 
the communication until now. 1 am now compelled to submit it ; and 1 shall 
do so in the terms of my instructions, recommending their important contents 
to your Excellency’s most serious attention. 

The principle of the declaration is this : that the Honourable Company’s 
Government naving undertaken, by the provisions of the treaty of 1801, to 
defend your Excellency's dominions against all foreign and domestic enemies, 
it follows as a necessary consequence of the above obligation, that the British 
Government must have a title not onl 3 ' to investigate, but to decide on the merits 
of all such claims and disputes between your Excellency’s Government and its 
opponents, as may require for their adjustment the interposition of the British 
influence or power; because, otherwise, the engagement on the part of the 
Honourable Company to support your Excellency a Government would obviously 
imply an obligation for the enforcement of all claims and demands, without any 
reference to their justice; or, in other words, the enforcement of many 
claims and demands, of the absolute injustice of which the British Government 
might be satisfied. 

Tlie British Government has, therefore, an unquestionable right to investigate 
and to arbitrate all such claims and demands, on the part of your Excellency 
and your Aumils, as our troops may be required to support ; and I have been 
commanded to intimate to your Excellency the final resolution of our Govern- 
ment to assert and to exercise this right, on every future occasion of a demand 

on 
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on the pwt of your Excelleac^ for the aki of (Ae. Brkisb b^oops to support the 
authority of your Aumils, adjustiui;, on such occasions, with your Excel- 
Iency« theinaiper of prosecuting an investigation of the justice of the Aumils’ 
demands. 

The instructions to this effect were received by me several months ago ; but 
as they proceeded oh a supposition that your Exceilency Should still refuse to 
acquiesce in the ^stem of reform which was proposed to you, and as 1 had 
never hitherto reKnquished the hope of your cordial acquiescence in that system, 
1 delayed to communicate my instructions till your Excellency's unexpected 
requisition for the aid of our troops in support of the demands of an AumH, 
unaccompanied by any manifestation of even a wish to reform the system of 
your Government, has now compelled me to execute the instructions with which 
I was furnished, for the purpose of meeting the exigency of your Excellency’s 
continued refusal to acquiesce in any measures of reform. 

.1 therefore declare to your Excellenc}', in the name of the British Govern- 
ment, its resolution, and the orders which I have received, to inquire into the 
nature and justice of the demands of your Excellency’s Aumil of Dureeabad, 
before I can sanction the employment of the Honourable Company's troops in 
enforcing the payment of those demands ; and, further, I solicit your Excellency 
to adjust, in concert with me, on the part of the British Government, the man- 
ner of prosecuting that inquiry. 

I suggest, for your Excellency’s consideration, the appointment of a trust- 
worthy and intelligent person as an Ameen, whom 1 shall select for the purpose, 
to proceed to the district of Dureeabad, attended by a detachment of our troops 
to be formed from the corps at Secrora, to report on the state of the district, 
and to settle, under my instructions, to be prepared with your Excellency’s con- 
currence, every question of revenue and dispute which may subsist between the 
Aumil and the landholders. 


Bengal Folitieal 
CansnhnlMU, 
Se Mar. 1849. 

Letter 

ftoB ReeideDt at 
Luduoar. 


Under this arrangement, which it is my bounden duty to propose, if supported 
by your Excellency’s approbation, I indulge a confident hope of the speedy 
restoration of tranquillity, and the satisfactory settlement of affairs in that por- 
tion of your Excellency’s dominions, without the smallest occasion for blood- 
shed or for any warlike operations. 

In submitting the above proposition, your Excellency will do me the justice 
to acknowledge, that I am guided solely and exclusively by the poaiUve 
commands of the Government, which your unhappy and unexpected delay to 
acquiesce in the system proposed to you, or to reply to the Governor-General’s 
letter, notwithstanding my repeated and earnest advice, has left me no alter- 
native but to obey ; while, at the same time, the proposition in itself, if duly 
considered by your Excellency, involves nothing but what is obviously just, 
and should be entirely satisfactory to your mind, or if unpleasant, can be easily 
obviated by your acquiescence in my friendly suggestions on the subject of the 
Governor-General’s advice, as conveyed in his Lordship’s letter. 

I know hothing of the actual state of affairs in Dureeabad ; but I presume 
that it must be considerably improved, from your Excellency’s silence on the 
subject since the date of your letter to my address. Nevertheless, if your 
Excellency will declare from information subsequently received regarding the 
actual state of the district, that it is such as, in your opinion, to require -the 
immediate presence of our troops to quell insurrection or rebellionj my dispo- 
sition is so cordially bent on the satisfaction of your Excellency’s mmd and the 
preservation of peace in your dominions, that I am ready to order a force to 
proceed to the district in question, even before the appointment of an Ameen# 
or the adjustment of any plan for conducting the necessary inquiry into the 
cause of the disorders which prevail ; and a force shall accordingly proceed tq 
the frontier of the district of Dureeabad, for the purpose of suppressing thpse 
disorders, as soon as I shall be honoured with a communication of yoqr 
Excellency's wishes on the subject. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillix, 

Rem'dent. 

To 



268 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal 

.ComalmkmB, 
90 Mar. 1812. 

letter 

iron Secretary to 
Government. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknovr. 


Sir: 


1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch uhd'er date the 
27th ultimo, and to signify to you the Right Honourable the Governor-Genetal 
in Council’s high approbation of the whole tenour of the letter which you 
addressed to his Excellency the Vizier, under date the 15th of January, on the 
occasion of his demanding the aid of the British troops for the suppr^sion of 
the disburbance in the district of Dureeabad, and which appears to his X«rdsbip 
in Council to have been framed with a peculiar degree of judgment and .ability, 
and to have placed the relative rights and obligations of the British Government 
and his Excellency, with respect to the employment of our troops , in the 
suppression of disturbances within his Excellency’s dominions, and to the 
investigation and arbitration of the disputes in which such disturbances may 
have originated, in a just, precise, and forcible point of view. 

2. His Lordship in Council admits the justice of the inferences which you 
have deduced from the conduct of the Vizier on this occasion, and is satisfied 
that the impression produced on his Excellency’s mind, by the declarations 
which formed the subject of the remarks of the Vice-President in Council, 
contained in my' despatch of the 6th July last, has been consistent with the 
intent of those declarations, as explained in your letter to my address of the 
l6th of that month. 

3. You very properly took advantage of the occurrence reported in your 
despatch now acknowledged, to convey that explanation to the Vizier in the 
distinct and positive terms prescribed by the instructions of Government of the 
2d of August. When the result of that communication shall have been 
reported by you, his Lordship in Council will be prepared to resume the con- 
sideration of the important subject of the reform of his Excellency’s system of 
administration, and to issue such instructions for the further guidance of your 
conduct as circumstances may appear to require. In the mean time, I am 
directed to take this opportunity of signifying to you, that the Governor- 
General in Council, on a review of the reports of your iiegociations with the 
Vizier on that subject, entirely concurs in the opinion already recorded by the 
Vice-President in Council, of the zeal and ability which you displayed in the 
course of your long and arduous discussions with his Excellency, and of the 
indefatigable exertions which you employed to accomplish the object of the 
orders of Government of the 2»th of December 1810. 


I have, &c. 


Fort-William, 

20th March 1812. 


(Signed) N. B. Edmonstonx, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consul tationti, 
b May 1812 . 


Letter 

from Kesident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 9,thMay 1812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. His Excellency the Vizier having recently thought proper, without any 
previous intimation to me or communication with her Highness the Bhow 
Begum, to make a new arrangement for the superintendence of the Khoord 
iDuhl of Fyzabad, the management of which had hitherto been vested .in her 
Highness, and the maintenance of its establishment provided for by a grant of 
territory to her Highness, under the guarantee of the British Goviernment ; 
and his Excellency having thought proper to combine with this apparent viola- 
tion of her Highness the Begum’s rights, an act of peculiar injustice and ot 
indelicacy to the British Government, m the dismission of the euntich, TtthSeen 
Alee Khan, from an office which he had filled for more than thirty years with 
uniform fidelity and zeal, to the entire satisfaction of the parties concerned, 
and with the marked approbation of our Government, whosC protectitin he’has 
constantly enjoyed ; I aeemed it to be my positive duty, under the circuihstahees 

above 
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abo\'e stated and at the earnest requisition of the Begum, to remonstrate with 
his Excellency the Vizier on the impropriety of the measures described, and to 
recommend the suspension of those measures till a reference could be made on 
tlie sub^t to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council in terms 
of the Begum’s desire. 

2. I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship in Coun- 
cil’s consideration, copies and translations of letters which have passed upon 
this subject between bis Excellency the Vizier and myself ; and having no rea- 
son > to expect that the Vizier will readily consent to comply with the Begum's 
desire, and reinstate Tuhseen Alee Kiian in his office, or that her Highness will 
willingly acquiesce in the new arrangement which has been made, and the future 
exercise of which must depend on her payment of the stipends collected in the 
first instance by her officers who have charge of the revenue of the Jaidad, I 
shall of course be most anxious to receive a communication of the orders of the 
Government for the guidance of my conduct in the dilemma to be eventually 
created by the opposition of those high personages to each other. 

3. His Lordship in Council will perceive, that iny sentiments on the merits of 
this question are decidedly in favour of the Begum ; and I am sorry to have 
Occasion to add, that my opinion of the general conduct of the Vizier towards 
lier Highness and the younger Begum, Shums-uon-Nissa, as well as indeed to all 
the dependants of the British Government residing in tliis country, is extremely 
unfavourable to his Excellency, and such as, if concurred in by Government, 
would seem to me to authorize and require a more decided interposition of its 
influence for the protection of those individuals, than has ever been hitherto sug- 
gested since the conclusion of the treaty of 18UI. 

4. With a reference to either of the Begums, it is unnecessary in this despatch 
to offer any additional examples of the V’izier’s injustice and inhumanity, which 
are established on the proceedings of the Government by many of my former 
reports. With regard to Hoosein Alee Khan, the much injured and indigent son 
of the late Ameer-ood-Dowlah, Hyder Beg Khan, his Excellency’s manifest dis- 
regard of the earnest advice of the Government, conveyed in a direct address 
from the Honourable the Vice-President, General Hewett, to which no answer 
has hitherto been received, and his recent refusal to acquiesce in a proposal sub- 
mitted by me for the temporary relief of this person by the sale of his father’s 
houses and gardens in Lucknow, are instances worthy to be noticed of the 
Vizier’s systematic inattention to the counsels of the British Government, on 
every occasion where inattention or resistance, on his part, can be expected to- 
answer his views of vindictive resentment I'gainst those who appeal to our 
Government from his injustice. 

4. A direct address to his Excellency from the Honourable the Vice-President 
in Council in behalf of the head Moonshee of this Residency, who has long 
been subjected to extraordinary oppression and violence by the Vizier's Aumils 
and Zemindars, and in whose favour my best exertions have been used, in pur- 
suance of the orders of the Government, has been treated with equal inatten- 
tion, and no answer to the Vice-President’s letter has been received. 

6 . But, above all, to the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s remon- 
strance on the important subject of reform, which is dated, and was presented 
above a year ago, and to my letter on the same subject under date the 14th of 
January last, his Excellency’s total inattention, fora protracted period of time, is 
a proof of his sullen disregard to the counsels of the British Government, which 
supersedes any further illustration. 

. 7. The subordinate points of complaint against his Excellency’s Government 
and its officers, with a reference to the protection afi'orded to Budjba Sing and 
to othef marauders in our dominions, and to acts of oppression against liativq 
officers and sepoys of our service, having lands or other possessions in. this country, 
as well as against merchants and traders proceeding with their merchandize by 
w ater, who are subjected to the exaction of duties in direct violation of treaty, 
and in behalf of all whom niy applications, frequently unsuccessful, extend to 
the number of three or four in a week, are by far too numerous and complicated 

3 Z to 
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t6 iidniit df ^detail in this desfiatch, Mobile ihahjir tff them are of so scSrious a 
itatcife! as, in my judgment, to authonae and tetjuire the severe animadversion 
(Jf thd Obvemment, Uifh tnd^ddwof fdOalling the Vizier to a due sense of his 
engagements, arid of preserving that just arid necessary degree of influence 
over the affairs and Government of Oude, which it haS ever been thought 
advisable to riiaintain. 


Lucknow, 
lith April 1812. 


I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) J. DAiltifi, 

Resident* 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 30th March 1812.) 

A copy of the letter which I received the day before yesterday from her High- 
ness the Begum, and sent immediately to your Excellency for perusal, is now 
submitted, with the view of soliciting your serious attention to its subject and 
contents. 


Your Excellency cannot but be aware of the propriety, and even the necessity, 
in virtue of existing engagements, of your consulting the British Government in 
concerns of the present nature, and of obtaining the concurrence of that Go- 
vernment, before the adoption of measures which may effect in any degree the 
rights or interests of the Bhow Begum, the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa, or others, 
whose rights and persons are under the guarantee and protection of the Honour- 
able Gampaiiy. 

Your Excellency’s custom heretofore, with a reference to every important 
obileem of your Government and even of your household, has been in strict 
conformity with this maxim. To impose a salutary restraint upon your sisters^ 
whose coMiict had given cau.se of offence during former Residencies and during 
niine^ waS considered by your Excellency as a measure requiring tiie friendly 
advice df the British Resident at your court, and the support of his sanction arid, 
coudurrenee to render it completely effectuaL Under these circumstances, t 
leave it to your Excellency to judge with what degree of surprise and concern t 
hdve learned, through any other channel than a direct communication from your- 
self, your intention of operating a complete change in the management of the 
muhls dt Fyzabad, in opposition to the will of her Highness the Begum, to 
whom a jaidad for the maintenance of those muhls was consigned, at tlia 
desire of the late Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, entirely separate from 
your Excellency, and under the guarantee of the British (Government, like the 
rest of her Highness’s jagier. For this measure, in as far as 1 am hitherto iu- 
formed, no reason whatever has been assigned; and her Highness the ^egum 
having complained of it, as welt as of .some other innovatidns ^ioh are described 
in hbr letter to my address, and it being my duty, independently dfher HighneSs’a 
Ohjectibfls, to remonstrate against any change or innovation in the ihanagemettl 
of those iriufals, as originally fixed and adjusted by the advich of the GoverUdt'- 
(Gendral, without his Lordsliip in Council's ednsent, 1 Iherefbi'e Submit to ydur 
Excellency my serious and earnest advice against the dhaiige iVhich is now iil 
contemplation, and against the removal of Tuhscen Alee Khan, tiian whom your 
Excellency has not a mure faithful servant, from the nuzatiit bf the itinhlS of 
Eyzabad^ witliout the previous consent ahd advice of the arid bf 

mitish Government. 

Vhe ineasurd against which I remonstrate is, in my opinion, unwise in the 
extreme, as well as unjust, with a reference to Tuhsecn ; it Will be productive of 
distuihance and great irregularity in the mubis, and in the end, 1 am satisfied, 
will jitoVe iniuribuS to thfe fieace of your Excellency's mind; t'df these reasons, 

1 recommeho thSit fhfe person tecchtiy deputed to sUpferlnlefiH those ibuhii be 
recalled, and thdl; the f&fnidr iucuiribent be maihtalded, as hentfOfbfe, iit the 
charge OF tliat depaftriient. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. BAiLf-iP, 

Resident. 

Erotn 
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From FI^r Highness the Bhow Begum. (Be^vdd theSSth Mafeh 181S.) 

I baVe raeeitecl an arzdasht frefm rl>y ton, NawAub Saadut Aide Kbaii, stating 
that he had appointed Muhuinmud Nuseem Alee Khan, Khaja Seraii to the 
situation of Nazir of the inubls at Fyzabad, and requesting that I would issue 
orders to my officers to pay the stipends of the above muhls to that Khqja 
$erai, and take his receipt fpr the amount, that it might be distributed as heretor 
fore, t send you a copy o^ the above arzdasht enclosed in this shookha for your 
information. 

The concerns of the whole of the muhls have ever been under my direction 
and Control, nor can any one else interfere in thCm. At the period when the 
Governor-General, Sir John Shore, Visited Luckhow, and all other questions 
between nie and my son were discussed, it Was flnally settled and agreed, that I 
should haVe full power and Control over all the affairs of the ^as muhls, 
the khoord muhl, and the two muhls of my deceased brothers, the Nabobs 
Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung Behadur ; that the stipends of the muhl6 of 
my late brothers should be received from the treasury of my son and distributed 
through the medium of my servants, and that the stipends of the khas rtluhl 
and khoord muhl should be paid from rty treasury directly to the persons 
entitled to receive them, and residing at Fyzabad. Accordingly, Mohuttimud 
Alwass Alee Khatt, in obedience to my orders, was uSed to receive the stipends 
of the first class frOfli my son’s Government, and to pay them to the muhls of 
my brothers ; and Mohiimmud Tulisecn Alee Khan being of old the Nazir of the 
khoord muhl and a faithful slave of the Sircar, 1 consented, at the request of my 
son, that the stipends of the khoord muhl. Which were payable from my treasury, 
should be distributed as formerly by Tubseen, whose receipts should be given to 
my officers for the amount of them. Now tny son, Saadut Aiee Khan, without 
giving me previous notice of his intention 6r ascribing aUy fault to Tubseen Alee 
Khan, has dismissed him froth the office of Nazir, and appointed NuseCm Alee 
Khan in his room. This proceeding is contrary to established custom, afid afi 
infringement of my rights ; besides which, the allowance of Bukhshee Begum, 
who is related to iite and has recently coinc to me frOtti Lucknow, has been 
stt^ped : and further, contrary to m.y wishes, a Khaja Serai, named Ekbal, who 
is totally unworthy of trust, has been placed over tite mulils of my deceased 
brothers, to distribute the stipends to their families. Since it was determined, in 
the presence of the Governor-General, that the sole and exclusive control over 
the concerns of all those muhls should be vested entirely in me, why does my 
■on, contrary to custom and agreenieut, interfere in these matters, and wantonly 
harass and distress my nearest and dearest relations ? 

It is proper that you state these circumstances fully to my son, and tell him 
that his reputation is concerned in attending to them. Mohummud Tuhseen 
Alee Khan has been employed in this office tor upwards of forty years, and has 
dischaigfed the trust with fidelity and zeal, let him therefore be reinstated in the 
situation of Nazir, to distribute the stipends of the khoord muhl ; let the 
allowances of Bukhshee Begum be paid, and let Khaja Ekbal be dismissed. I 
shall send a proper Nazir and Mootsuddy of my own to receive the stipends of 
niy brothers deceased from my son’s treasury, and distribute the amount 
amongst the muhls. 

If my son listen to your advice it is well ; but otherwise, you will not fail to 
tepresent the whole of the circumstances, ih tny uahie, to the Right Honourable 
the Govferhor-Gertetal, who will, I trust, he pleased to adjust those matters in ii 
proper and satisfactory manner. 


Attdesktfi'mt hii EJtcellency tht Vitier to the BeguM of Fyzabttd. 

I have appointed Mohtimtnud Kuseem Alee Khan to the office of Nazir to thfe 
muhls at Fyzabad, and sent him with Toolseyram and Moulchund Mootsud- 
dies. Your Highness will, therefore, be pleased to issue your orders to yom: 
officers to pay the stipends to the abovetttentioned Khaja Serai, and take his 
• eceipt for the amount, that he may distribute it as heretofore to the nnubls. 

True translations: 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

From 


tMgit PsMMM 

6 May 1A1«. 

Letter fivm 
the Bhow Begucii. 


Enclosure* 
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jBa^al Political FrOm his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th April 1812.) 

Consnltalion*, ' r / 

8 May 1818. I have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, with a copy of a letter from the 
Begum to your address. 

Iron the VMsicr. What you have stated of the propriety and necessity of my consulting the Bri- 
tish Government in affairs of importance is very correct; but, in the conduct of 
domestic concerns, it is unnecessary to ask the advice of the British Govern- 
ment at all times, and on every point which may occur, and therefore on the 
present occasion it was by no means necessary to do so. 

Regarding your remark of roy intention to cause a total change in the 
management of the muiils at Fyzabad, for whose maintenance a jaidad was 
consigned to the Bhow Begum, at the desire of the late Governor-General, Sir 
John Shore, exclusive of iny authority and under the guarantee of the British 
Government, &c. 

The state of tlie case is as follows : 

When Sir John Shore was pleased to order it, I allotted a jaidad in jagier to 
my mother, the Begum of Fyzabad, and to my sister, the Bhabhee Begum ; and 
as her Highness the elder Begum requested to have charge of the jaidad for the 
stipends of the muhls in question, and promised that she would merely collect 
the amount and send it to me for distribution, the jaidad was accordingly con- 
signed to her on this particular condition. God be praised that I have not as yet 
made any changes in that arrangement, nor have 1 in any manner interfered 
with it, nor done any thing contrary to custom, by which either of the Begums 
could have been injured. The recent arrangement for the regular conduct of the 
muhls, and the appointment of a new Darogha, has been made after much con- 
sideration, and not until the ladies of the muhls had been loud in their com- 
plaints for four months, and had even come out of their houses, when at length 
I was induced, by a regard for my own honour and reputation, to adopt the 
measures which you describe. 

But first I directed Tuhseen Alee Khan to represent to the Presence the means 
of preventing such proceedings in future ; and the Khan gave no other advice, 
than to reprimand the ladies in such a manner as might prevent their doing so 
again. Consider that those ladies are all my mothers, what punishment, therefore, 
could I inflict ? Should I send guns or battalions against them r And how 
could I reprimand them in the manner which was suggested by Tuhseen Alec 
Khan? The circumstances of their complaints must be known to you, who have 
a news-writer of your own at Fyzabad. 

When affairs had come to such a pitch as to implicate my honour, and repeated 
representations were submitted to me by the ladies of those muhls, soliciting 
the removal of the Khan, I endeavoured to pacify them for a time ; but as they 
refused to return to their houses till the Khan should be absolutely removed, I 
was compelled to dismiss him from that office : and in doing so 1 have not in the 
least acted contrary to treaty, because, according to the tenor of the treaty, I 
have full power and authority to act as I please in my household, being the sole 
heir and guardian of all my female relations. 

I wrote to Darab Alee Khan on the subject of paying the amount of the sti- 
pends of the muhls to Nuseem Alee Khan, the newly appointed Darogha, and 
desired him to take that (lerson's receipts, as was the custom, and that ne would 
distribute the amount. 

Darab Alee Khan, after representing this circumstance to the Begum, at first 
replied to the Presence, that agreeably to the orders received, lie would pay the 
amount of the stipend to Nuseem, and take his receipt for the same. 

But afterwards be stated to the Darogha, that the Begum bad said it was pro* 
per, in affairs of such a nature as this, that I should address her Highness 
directly ; and on iny doing so, for what reason I know not, she sends no answer 
to my letter, but misrepresents the circumstances to you. 

You state that, at all events, as the Begum has complained of this, end some 
otlier innovations which are described in licr Highness s letter, 8cc. 

The 
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The coni|>lamts, wishes, and requisitions of the Begutn* with regard to tlie 
nianagement and distribution of the stipends of the khoord niuhl, are totally un- 
necessary, because, with the exception of the jaidad for the stipends being under 
her charge, she never had, nor has any thing to do, nor right to interfere in the 
management of those mubls, nor is it proper for her Highness to make any 
request on the subject ; and as 1 have done nothing contrary to the treaty, there 
is no occasion to await the decision of the Governor-General on the question. 

With a reference to the stipends of the muhls of Mirza Alee Khan and 
Salar Jung, and the allowance of Bukhshee Khanum, respecting all which her 
Highness has addresse<l you, the case is this : but a short period of time has 
elapsed, as you may recollect, since the affairs of the muhls of those person^ 
ages were finally adjusted, and there is no necessity to recur to them. Bukhshee 
Khanum got permission fi'om the Presence to go to Fyzabad only for six months, 
and as it is now upwards of nine months since she departed, her allowances have 
therefore been stopped ; nevertheless, if slie will promise to return within the 
year, at the desire of her Highness the Begum, her allowances shall be ordered 
to be paid. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Ben^I Political 
Con$uitations, 
8 M ay 1812. 

Letter 

from the Viaier. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 9th April 1812.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 6th 
instant, in answer to mine of the 30th ultimo. 

The extreme difference of opinion subsisting between your Excellency and 
me on most questions affecting the interests of the two Begums, and on many 
questions having reference to other dependants of the British Government, has 
long been a subject of concern to me; more particularly as it appears of a 
nature which neither my repeated respectful remonstrances, nor your Excellency’s 
arguments in reply, can have any effect to reconcile ; and therefore it will now, 
I fear, become my duty to waive the further discussion of those questions with 
your Excellency, and to submit the whole of our correspondence regarding 
them to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, for his Lordship 
in Council’s deliberation, and with the view of enabling him to take such mea- 
sures for their final adjustment as the nature and circumstances of the case may 
appear to his widom to require. 

On the present question, however, I shall submit a few observations, in rep’y 
to your Excellency’s letter, in the hope of their engaging your attention, and 
thus superseding the necessity for a reference to his Lordship in Council. 

And first, I submit to your Excellency, that the superintendence of the 
muhls of Fyzabati is by no means a trifling concern, but in my mind a most 
important arrangement; and further, that, in one important point of view, it 
has ever been of necessity considered as a matter unconnected with the depart- 
ment of your Excellency’s household, and excluded entirely from your control. 

Her Highness the Begum of Fyzabad and her Highness Sbums-oon-Nissa, 
although your Excellency’s mother and sister, and consequently in that point of 
view to be considered os branches of your household, have uniformly, since 
your Excellency’s accession as well as before it, possessed independent privi- 
leges and rights, over which your Excellency’s authority has never been asserted 
nor exercised. 


Letter 

from l^esident fit 
Lucknow. 


Titejagiers in possession of those personages were set apart at the period of 
your Excellency's accession, through the medium of the Governor-General’s 
personal interference, at the desire of the two Begums, and under the guarantee 
of the British Government, whose interposition was thus rendered indispensable, 
and has been constantly applied and referred to, as well by your Excellency as by 
the J^gums, on all occasions of importance ; nor has any change nor fnnova- 
tion in diat arrangement been ever attempted by your Excellency till the present 
instance, which is in my opinion improper, as being contrary to established 

4 A usage, 
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usage, and more particularly so with a reference to tl>e high rank of her High- 
ness the Begum of Fyzabad and the relatiun io which she stands to your Extsei- 
lency. 

Secondly.— In reply to your remark^ that her Highness the elder Begum, in 
requesting to have charge of the jaidad for the khoord muhli promised merely 
to collect the amount and send it to your Excellency for distribution ; I submit, 
that while her Highness’s request to Lord Teignmouth in the first instance, not 
to your Excellency, to have charge of the khoord muhi and its jaidad, appears 
upon record and is admitted, there is nothing like a promise of the nature stated 
by your EKcellency to be traced In the proceedings of tlie Governor-General 
while at Lucknow, or on any subsequent occasion. Nor indeed, to my judg- 
ment, does it .seem possible that any such promise could be made, because the 
request of a jaidad with this provision were in reality no more than a request of 
the tehtUdaree of the district of Gonda, which, ou the part of her Highness, is 
incredible, and would be disrespectful in the extreme to oelieve. In addition to 
which, it is established that not a single rupee of the revenue of the jaidad io 
question has ever yet been paid by the Begum, or demanded, or received by your 
Excellency, on any pretext whatever, since the date of your accession to the 
musnud : anrl, on the contrary, the stipends of both the Khoord and Khass 
tnuhls have been uniformly distributed under her Highness's authority and con- 
trol ; the former through the medium of Tuhseen Alee Khan, whose receipts are 
in the Begum’s possession, and the latter through her own servants at Fyzabad, to 
to the persons entitled to receive them : nay, further, and as an unquestionable 
proof of the authority possessed, and hitherto exercised, by the Begum, that on an 
occasion by no means remote the stipends of some members of the khass muhl 
were stopped by her Highness’.^ orders, and after a long investigation by me, paid, 
through my intercession with the Begum, at your Excellency’s particular desire. 

Would your Excellency, in the first place, I will ask, have found it necessary 
to apply to me on the subject, if such a promise as that described had existed ? 
and, in the second place, wliile referring repeatedly to me for the payment of 
the stipends in question, could you have omitted to urge such a promise as an: 
argument against the Begum’s proceedings? 

In short, to establish the existence of such a promise as that which your Ex- 
cellency has described on the part of her Highness the Begum, is to establish 
that iier Highness has been hitherto, and is now merely the collector of the 
revenue of Gonda, and that the revenue of that district has been hitherto, and 
should now be regularly paid into your Excellency’s treasury by her Highness ; 
both which statements are obviously contrary to the truth. 

Thirdly. With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that the loud com- 
plaints of the Begums induced your dismission of Tuhseen, I am sorry to have 
occasion to observe, that the information which 1 have obtained on this point 
is directly opposite to your Excellency’s statement. Since the death of the 
late Nawaub, Shoojah-ood-Dowlah, your Excellency’s illustrious father, the 
Khoord muhl, comprizing all the ladies of his household, has been uniformly 
under the superintendence of Tuhseen, whose conduct in the discharge of this 
duty has been uniformly faithful and correct, such as to merit the constant 
approbation of the elder Begum and the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlab, and to 
call forth the particular commendation of the Governor-General, Lord Teign- 
mouth, on both occasions of his Lordship’s visiting Lucknow. With regard to 
the ladies of the muhl, their repeated and numerous adknowledgments of the 
good conduct of Tehseen, and of his extraordinary kindness towards them 
during the whole of the period in question, a period of thirty-eight years, are 
suificient to mark their approbation ; and of those acknowledgments a number 
arc now in my possession, under their seals. 

The causes of their present apparent discontent, and of the clamour to which 
your Excellency has alluded, if my information be correct, arc your Excellency's 
known displeasure with Tuhseen, of which the ladies have long been aware, and 
your recent deputation of Mirza Shoojaut Alee Khan to Fyzabad, for the exprets 
purpose, as many do not hesitate to affirm, of exerting complaints against the 
Nazir. But whatever may be the nature of those complaints, it was surely no 
, . more 
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more than joaticc to Ostpect tl»t tome inquiry should have previously taken 
place, that some specific fault, or neglect, should first have hecQ alleged and 
established, before so old and so faithtul a servant as Tuhsecn, whose fidelity and 
attachment to both Governments, and whose zealous and upright discharge of 
the duties of thisofiice, for a period of nearly forty years, have so .long been 
known and acknowledged, was dismissed from his station wfth disgtacd. 

Your Excellency’s sisters had been frequently clamorous before, and under 
circumstances similar to the present, referred by your Excellency to me ; yet 
those circumstances were not thought sufficient to operate the dismission of 
Tehseen, nor to sanction any serious cliarge against him. 

Fourthly. In reply to your Excellency’s observation, that tliose ladies are yourr 
mothers, and therefore not to be treated with any rigour, I submit, that no such 
measures of rigour as your Excellency has been pleased to describe, nor indeed 
any rigour whatever, could have been required on the present occasion. Such 
measures as were wisely adopted with a reference to your Excellency’s sisters ou 
the occasion of their coming out of their houses into the streets, during the Re> 
sidency of the late Colonel Collins, and on a still more recent occasion of one 
of those ladies suddenly and improperly quitting F 3 'zabad, and residing, unno- 
ticed by your Excellency, for a considerable time at Ishmacl Gunge, would have 
been amply, nay, more than sufficient to appease any clamours in the Khoord 
muhl, atid if such measures as those could have failed, my advice and assis- 
tance in support of them, which your Excellency solicited and applied with suc- 
cess on a former similar occasion, were alike at your command on the present, 
and could not but be attended with success. 

Fifthly. To your Excellency’s application of the terms of the treaty of 17<)8, 
as a vindication of every act and measure, having reference to the manugeiuent 
of-your household, I reply with submission, but with confidence, in the terms of 
my former remark, that the concerns of the Begum of Fyzabad, and the 
management of her jagier and jaidad, are expressly excluded, and necessarily 
to be considered as distinct, from the affairs of your Excellency’s household ; 
and, independently of this remark, that your Excellency’s power and control 
over any branch of your household, under the terms of the treaty of 1 798, 
cannot be more absolute in their nature than your obligation under that treaty 
itself, and the treaty of 1801, as well as the subsequent arrangement with Lord 
Wellesley, to consult with the British Government and to be guided by its 
counsels in every important concern of your administration, such as unques- 
tionably, to my judgment, appear a revolution in the management of the khoord 
muhl, and the dismission from office with disgrace of Tuhseen Alee Khan, an 
acknowledged prot^g6 of the British Government for his faithful services to 
both States. 

Having thus, submitted a reply to every part of your Excellcucy’s letter 
which appeared to require my attention, I can only again recommend your 
compliance with my earnest advice to restore the established order of things at 
Fyzabad, and to reinstate Tuhseen in his office, the duties of which can never 
be, in my opinion, so well discharged by the person whom your Excellency has 
now appointed to that station, nor by any other servant of your Government. 

At all events my duty to your Excellency and to ray employers has been ful- 
filled by bringing the question tlius seriously under your review. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government 
Sir : 

With a reference to that portion of the third and fourth paragraphs of inv des- 
patch of the 15th instant, which regards the conduct of his Excellency the Vizier 
to her Highness the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa, I deem it to be my duty to trans- 
mit to you, for the further notice of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 

in 
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BeDgd Bpliticat 


in Conncil, the enclosed translation of a letter which I liave recently reeei ml 
from her Highness, and a copy of a letter addressed by me .to the Vizier, to wbich 
no satisfactory answer has received. . < 


Lucknow, 
fiOth April 1812. 


1 have, See. 


(Signed) 


J, $ 41 LLjE, 

Resident, 


Letter From Sbums>oon Nissa Begum. (Dated the 81st March ISIS.) 

IGroQi th# Begum* ^ 

I have repeatedly importuned you with representations of my grievances, 
which still remain unredressed, while the greatest distress and embarrassment 
pervade the affairs of my jagier. My numerous letters to you on subjects of the 
most trifling nature, connected with the Khalsa, which you refer to me, evince 
my regard to your representations and ready compliance with your requests; yet 
when I, as frequently happens, am compelled to complain to you of the unjusti- 
flable and oppressive proceedings of the Khalsa Zemindars, no steps are taken 
to afford roe the smallest satisfaction or redress. You are apprized of the nature 
and extent of the criminal conduct of Golab Sing, Zemindar of Darapore in the 
£taka of Nawaub Gunge, belonging to my jagier, how he murdered Suda Sheo 
Sing, Havildar, ruined the weavers, whom he compelled to abandon their houses, 
cut off the hand of one person and carried away the planks and beams belonging 
to bis house, and set fire to end destroyed several villages. My reiterated appU- 
cations for redress against these acts of violence have been productive of ho 
effect whatever. I have also frequently requested, that the dispute about the 
boundary of lands between Sheikh Musaood and Moizuddeen, who is, at the 
same time, a Zemindar of mine and a Malgoozar of the Khalsa, might be ad* 
justed ; but the transfer of the Elaka of the latter to the former, serving only to 
exasperate the parties, is all the notice which my request on this subject has 
obtained. Gunga Passee, inhabitant of my jagier, was taken into custody,’ and 
afterwards released. When this person Was at first thrown into prison, 1 wrote 
io you, requesting that on his being liberated he might be sent to me, or deli- 
vered over to the Aumil of my Jagier; but, instead of a compliance with this 
wish, the pasee was given up to Kader Hoosein, Aumil of Sedhour, who has 
induced him to settle in the district under the latter, the consequence of which 
is, that the former entering the jagier, has demanded of the Zemindar of Yakoot 
Gunge the sum of two hundred and fifty rupees, the amount, .he asserts, which 
it cost him to obtain his liberty, and threatens that if measures be not taken to 
0 satisfy this demand, he will effect the ruin of those persons. I leave you to judge 
how, under these circumstances, the affairs of the jagier can prosper. The fact 
is, that they daily grow worse and worse. What redress has been obtained 
against the encroachments and oppressions practised l)y Renee Pershand, Darogha 
of the customs in tlie bazar belonging to me.^ All the people of it have been 
seized and carried elsewhere, and it is now, to all intents and purposes, destroyed 
and deserted. I have from time to time given you intelligence of the.se proceed- 
ings, but my representations have been disregarded, and the object of them un- 
redressed. Certain allowances formerly made to me for candles and lamps, 
for bearers attached to the palkee-khana for grass and grain for the garden, 
bullocks, and eunuchs’ house, for meelicinc, for repairs of buildings, and for 
carpets and floor-cloths, have fieen discontinued, and are not yet restored ; but 
notwithstanding the scantiness of my income, I have submitted to all those 
deductions. The seeds of the decline of my jagier have been now for some 
time sown, and any neglect or delay on your part to apply a remedy for the 
evil will prove the entire ruin of the jagier, and ultimately the destruction of 
me. I mention these matters, however, not with the intention of giving 'you. 
further trouble for the adjustment of my affairs, nor in the hope of tiieir adjust- 
ment through your means; I design merely to apprize you, tpat it.is At length 
become utterly impossible for me to live in this city under my present .afflictions,;, 
with the daily prospect of fresh injuries, and being certain that, at long as 
here, I shall obtain no redress, though 1 be sensible that you feel for iny situBjtiom 
and have used your best exertions tor my relief, I am satisfied that it cun Be ho^ 
lonj^er necessary nor proper for me to continue in this city. ^ 
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Tbe revena« of my jacier and of my batar, together with di(9 Ibr diy 

tdibt may doubtleas, trough yottr good offices, he sent t0|nQ lA .%:hjlMr JcttV 
I may reside; I ther^ore s^emnly and earnestly requett tint: yttU Mhl/t' 
resist my resolution to depart, hut facilitate it by eveiy means in ^oat jpqw^h 
Should you evade this requisition, yielding to my urgent neces^iesv I hhtul quit 
the dty at once without any further communications to ypu^ finf 1 itrill, oA Ho 
aecottitt, consent to remain any longer under the pressure of the grievances which 
I feel. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillic, 

Kesidpntt. 

To His Excellency the Vixier. (Written the 1st April 18 IS.) . .ja 

r in)iti ' K68in6ttt wt 

1 have already, at various times, both spoken and written to your Exceilhncy, Lucknoir. 
on a number of points regarding her Highness Shums-ooh'Nissa, and t haVn 
even explained to your Excellency the nature of my instructions from Govefn- 
ment on the subject of her Highness’s concerns. 

Your Excellency, notwithstanding my exhortations, having hitherto neglected 
the adoption of any measure in the least calculated to sooth or conciliate her 
Highness, and her Highness, in the extremity to which this neglect has reduced 
her, liaving addressed another and a still stron^r letter to me, on the subject 
of her numerous grievances, 1 transmit for your excellency’s informadon a cdpy 
of the letter which I have received. 

My opinion and advice on the general subject of her Highness and the afi&tri 
ofher jagier, as submitted on aj%cent occasion, must be fresh in yonr £x6d* 
lency’s memory. The best consequence most have resulted firortt yoor Exq;!- 
lency’s adoption of that advice when it was given ; and even now, if it be Ibl- 
lowed, all may be well. But if the aggravated state ofher Highness’s feeling 
should, as a last resource, impel her to leave the city, and your Excellency should 
seek my advice or assistance on such a critical occasion as that, you will then, 

I trust, be pleased to recollect, that 1 suggested the means of avoiding it and 
that your Excellency dbregarded my suggestion. 

Concerning the seizure of Peera (who is diarged with murder), so often men- 
tioned to me by your Excellency, 1 renewed my applications to her Hi^nesS, 
who informs me that she has written in strong terms to the Aumil of tbh jagier 41 
on that point. 1 have every reason to rely on her Highness’s performaneo of 
her promise, and her causing the accused to he apprehended and delivering him 
over to me. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) .T. BAihLiE, 

Resident. 

To N. B. Edinonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. Letter 

^ *' from Resident aX 

Sir : Lucknow. 

]. In continuation of the subject of my dispatch under date the 15th insUtnl^ 

I have now the honour of transmittiug to you, for the fuither notice of ibh] 

Government, the enclosed translation of a letter more recently received frotn 
Vizier and a copy of my reply to that letter. 

In the concluding paragraphs of both these documenjts, the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General in Council will be pleased to observe, |))«t a jptoijphqt; 
of an amicable adjustment of the disoute between his Excellencythe vixieV 
his mother, regarding the superintendence of the kbpordmuhl of^zaba^ fiiui 
been afibrded by his Excellency’s conditional promise of reinstating 'Imiieeii 
Alee Khan in the office from which he was unjustly removed. 

3. Yet still there is reason to apprehend that his Excellency 'mlt fin4 Sime 
pretext fbr evading the promise that he' has made, of his 

brother, Mirza Shoojaut Alec Khan and otherai de^mteo to for tfth 

it B purpose 
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pucpOM of exciting cUmoui'S groundless complaints iu the inubi agaiilst 
tiffi conduct of Tunsecn atid his agents ; and in the contemplation of this eyd^t, 
at well as with a referenqe to the general question of innovations by his Excel* 
lehey the Vizier in arrangements which have obtained the sanction of tfa^ 
British Government, without its concurrence or advice, I shall still lie desirous of 
a communication of the sentiments and commands of the Right Honourable the 
Governor- General in Council, on the subject of that portion of my despatch of 
the litb instant which regards the superintendence of the khoord muhl. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

£4th April 1812. Resident. 


Letter 


fimathe^er. 




From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 15th April 1812.) 

I have perused your letter of the Pth, in reply to mine of the dth instant, 
(22d Rubbee*ool>awuI.) 

You observe that the difference of opinion subsisting between us '* on most 
*< questions af&cting the interests of the two Begums, and in many questions, 
“ having reference to other dependants of the British Government, has long 
** been a subject of concern to you,’' &c. See. (to the end of the paragraph.) 

In the course of the disputes which may arise lietween the Begum and me, 
your duly is to transmit to the Begum suclt statements as 1 may hat'e to make 
to her and to communicate to me her .sentiments in return, and after receiving 
m^ subsequent observations on the matter in question, to reflect on the who^ 
with attention, and on whichever side the right may be, to reconcile the other 
party to it, but not, on any occasion, to argue with the Presence on the part, or 
in behalf, of the Begum : and as you are the channel of friendship between the 
British Governmeot and me, you are at liberty, if you judge it advisable and 
proper, to transmit to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
copies of the whole of the letters which have passed between us on the subject. 

You next observe, that the superintendence of the mnhls atFyzabad .is by no 
means a trifling concern, but in your mind a most important arrangement ; and 
farther, that in one important point of view it has ever been of necessity con- 
sidered as a matter unconnected with the department of my houscliold, and 
excluded from my control. 

To the arrangement effected under the guarantee of tlie British Government 
I liave never objected, nor do I now object. From that Government I have 
always hoped for, and do now expect, the daily increase of my dignity, autho- 
rity, control, and power, instead of their decline ami diminution. Should my 
power, control, and hereditary rights, with a reference to the Begums, suffer 
any iqjury or diminution (which God forbid), 1 shall communicate through you 
to the Right Honourable the Governor- Genera I the steps which, in such a case, 
I may deem it advisable to take for my owji sake. But the discussion of such 
subjects as this is extremely unpleasant to me. In questions regarding the 
jagiers settled on the Begums, where any evil may exist, or in any instance of 
palpable injustice towards them on my part, the guarantee of the Britisli Govern- 
ment is undoubtedly^ binding and specific ; but it cannot circumscribe or render 
nugatory my hereditaiy. rights and authority over my own household, no more 
than it can annul that affinity by which 1 stand in the relation of son to one 
of the Begums, and of brother towards the other, neither of whicli relations 
have 1 acted contraiy to, in any manner whatever. 

You furtherftate, that while her Highness's request to Ia)rd Teignmouth in 
“ the first insi^ce, not to me, to have charge of the khoord muhl and it* jaidad, 
** appear upon record and is admitted, there is nothing like a promise of the 
** nature stated by me to be tracetl in the proceedings of the Goverrtpt-Genwal 
** while at Lucknow, or on any other jsul^equent occasion,” Re.* 
end of the paragraph.) , ^ . , 

■ ' Hod^ever true it may bi^ diat her Highne8g.,niade a .|««piest of the »id«d 
from Lord Teignmouth, for the use of the ladks of ibo kboord muhl, »tid 

'as 
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as Mohummud Tuhseen is rny slave, and as her Highness, about the period of 
the dietbronfipent of Vizier Alee, was in a hi^b d^n^ an»y:and dissatisfied with 
him, of which you are aware, and Tuhseen himself must have a full recollection, 
it follows that her Highness’s giving the pay of the ladies of the inuhl to him, 
on his receipt, was the same as sending the revenue of the Jaidad to me. But,, 
with re|tard to the increase or diminution of the money disbursed, it never #as, 
nor Is It included in the authoritv exercised by her Highness over the khoord 
muhi. It is true that the jaidad and the collection of it are vested in her 
Highness, and to her also undoubtedly belongs the distribution of the stipends 
of the khass muhl; but the mode of distribution of the allowance for tlie 
khoord muhl depends on me, and her Highness has nothing to do with it. 

I have at present no recollection relative to the payment of any portion of the 
stipends of the khass muhl through you.. Be that as it may, the amount in 
cash of the stipends of the khoord muhl has merely been furnished by her 
Highness, and the distribution of it, and whatever else is connected with it, has 
always been subject to my control, and on this point not a word of difference 
has ever passed between her Highness and me. If you contend that the ladies 
of the muhl have been subjected to the authority of her Highness, God only 
knows what disturbance might be created by such intelligence reaching the 
ladies of the muhl, and by what means they could be pacified. The degree 
of authority which 1 possess over even her Highness the Begum’s concerns will 
be demonstrated by what follows. 

Tlie Most Noble Marquess Wellesley, in the paper of agreement settled 
between his Lordship and me, on the subject of establishing courts of justice, 
declared that it was highly proper that the Adawlut should extend to Fyzabad, 
for the determination of disputes within the jagier of her Highness the Begum, 
and that it should be placed under my control ; and also that it was necessary 
that her Highness’s officers should conform to my orders, and that the British 
Government would afford every assistance in promoting the administration of 
justice and supporting the authority of those courts. Further, when her High- 
ness the younger Begum designed to leave Lucknow, the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General expressly stated to her Highness that I was her heir and her 
guardian, and that it would be improper for her to depart without obtaining my 
permission and concurrence. Thus my hereditary rights over those ladies appear 
to be clear and obvious. 

It is true that you are frequently the channel of communication between me 
and her Highness the Begum, but there are also various subjects on which letters 
have passed between us without any reference to you. 

You observe, with a reference to my remark that tlie loud complaints of the 
Begums induced my mission of Tuhseen, &c. &c.” (to the end.) 

The real matter of fact is this : I never, directly or indirectly, signified to the 
ladies of the muhl that they should Concoct themselves so as that it might 
appear that they were dissatisfied with Tubmen Alee Khan. Their own letter, 
under their seals, is forthcoming, and will folly prove their displeasure against 
Tuhseen. It is no affair of mine. In their letter they expressly state their 
refusal to submit to the superintendence of Tuhseen or his people, and declare 
their willingness to be superintended by Hoshmund Alee Khan and bis people : 
th^ even go so far as to desire that the Aklibar Novees of the former be dis- 
placed. As to the report of my displeasure with Tuhseen, and of its having 
reached the Begums, as mentioned by you, 1 am not aware of any expression 
of displeasure made use of by me, the intelligence of which could have reached 
the ladies. Tuhseen has been ill, and 1 have neglected none of the obseiVances 
of condolence on the occasion, inquiring after the state of his health and urgent 
for medical attendance. But the truth is, that after the removal of Behrooz,: in 
whose place I had oitlered Tuhseen to appoint Jowabir, and before Jowahtr bad 
taken charge, the ladies of the muhl, quitting their residence, exposed ^in- 
selves abroad and committed disturbance. It was after the date of this occur- 
tenpe fhat Mirza Shoojaut Alee Khan went to Fyzabad to see his^mothef* ;You 
roust know the date of his departure : the Akhoar Nuvees, whom' yoti en^plo}' at 
Fyzabad can inform you of it. Hence it follows, that the sgratiaea; cf people 
i^ating to this person’s journey, are wholly void of truth. 


Bengal PolitlBal 
CoMuiltatkMBa, ' 
SMaylSUa. 

Letter 

from the Vkier. 


On 
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On ithe ftubject>af jour oliserKatioD, ** In reply to iny remark rliat those ladiea 
** are my mother^ and tbereioFe not to be treated wkb any rigour, &;c. <&ci”rto 
the end.) 

T^e ladies of the nuhl absolutely (quitted tlieir Ironses, and were pseparing to 
proceed to Golaubbaree and thence to Lucknow. The occurrence of an event' of 
this nature, big with dishonour, and aggravated by their coming to ZAickoow, 
had I wiuked at it, would have led to the same conduct on the part of those 
ladies as that of my sister to whom you allude. 

Consider this, and say what could tlien be done ? My sisters, on the former 
occasion, made use of die worst language towards me, and of imprecations in^ 
corous and unbecoming. Their bad conduct gave me infinite pain, and compelled 
me to quit my usual pdace of residence and to retire to a distance. You heard 
with your own ears all that passed, yet no effectual measure was suggested on 
that occasion. 

You observe that my ** application of the terms of the treaty of 1798, as a 
“ vindication of every act and measure,” &c. &c. (to the end.) 

The fact is this : The afiairs of my household are distinct iirom the duties and 
obligations of mv Government, and my right to control the afiairs of such rela- 
tions as my mother and sister, &c. are totally unconnected with, and independent 
of, my duties and obligations as a prince. The obligation to ask advice can 
therefore never do away my absolute control and authority over every branch 
of my household. 

You observe, ** at all events,” &c. (to tlie end.) 

Tuhseen is an old servant, reared up in my family : he is my slave : lie still 
holds employments under me, and possesses a jagter from my bounty. He 
neither has, nor ever had, any dependence on, nor connection, with her 
Highness the Begum. 1 desired him to suggest to roe some new and effectual 
arrangement for the good order of the mubls, and as he failed to do so, I 
removed him from the superintendence, and iqipointed another person in his 
place. Even now, if he will offer any satisfactory suggestion on the subject, 
and the ladies of the mubls approve of bis ^ing set over them, 1 will reinstate 
him iu the office. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Batiue, 
Resident. 


wagM Jraideil 
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Letter Tohis Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 17th April 1812.) 

t/am Retitient st 

Lucknow-. I iiave had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 15tb 

instant, in reply to mine of the 9tb. 

As there does not appear, to my judgment, to be any argument contained in 
your Excellency’s letter, which I have attentively perused, that should alter my 
opinion already subniitt^ to you, and as the protracted discussion of sucl) ques* 
tions as this, without the hope of conyiction to cither party, is at the least as 
disagreeable to me as it can be to your Excellency, 1 shall decline replying to 
most of the remarks which Are contained in your letter before me, and wall 
merely submit to your notice a few observations which the perusal of your letter 
has suggested to me, as being necessary on the present occasion. 

And first, I submit to your Excellency, that in all disputes and discussions 
between you and her Highness the Begum, which may be referred by either 

K to the Resident at your Excellency’s court, that officer must, in virtue of 
ffice and of the high authority of the British Government which he rapre-* 
sents, have an unquestionable ri^t, not only to argue the matter in dispute with 
either or both of hhe high personages concerned in it, but to persist in the argu- 
ment with either in behalr of the other, so long as a hope of conviction may 
senuuo, to the end of obtaining justice towards the party whom be considers as 
^^^grieved ; and, consequently, that your Excellencys denial of roy title to inter- 
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ccdfe for her Highness the Begum with you. is, in my judgment, totally marlmis- 
sible. That the failure of my mediation and arguments may authorize, or rather 
that it must inevitably require, a reference on my part to the Government, and a 
transmission of the-correspondence on the subject, is a deduction sufficiently clear. 

Secondly.- — ^With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that “ when her 
Highness the younger Begum announced her intention of quitting Lucknow, 
“ &c.” I submit that the true state of the case is as follows: 


Bengat Political 
Contultatiorri, 

8 May 1812. 

Letter 

from Resident 
at Lucknow. 


Her Highness’s intention, and the causes of it, having first been communicated 
to me, I represented to your Excellency the propriety of endeavouring to conci- 
liate her mind by offices of kindness and consideration, with the view of inducing 
her to suspend her design of retiring from your Excellency’s capital; and my 
exhortations on that occasion appearing to have had their due influence over your 
Excellency, who assured me of your readiness to <lo every thing in your power, at 
my suggestion, to satisfy her Highness’s mind. I submitted those assurances, with 
my own implicit reliance on their sincerity, to the Right Honourable the Gover- 
iior-Cjeneral in Council, whose letter to her Highness the Begum was, of course, 
conceived in the terms which existing circumstances suggested for the accom- 
plishment of your Excellency’s views. But I am sorry to have occasion to 
remark, that yofur Excellency’s subsequent conduct to the Begum has by no 
means corresponded with the assurances which I received from you on that occa- 
sion ; and, further, that the inference which your Excellency has now been 
p]eu.scd to deduce, with a reference to the two Begums, from the terms of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, is such as could never till this 
moment have entered into his Lordship’s contemplation nor mine, namely, that by 
an acknowledgment of yourExcellency’s right of inheritance and guardianship over 
her Highness, your authority and power to infringe every one of her just rights, to 
adopt every possible measure of rigour and unkindness towards her, should be 
establislied, to the utter exclusion of even a right of mediation or intercession, oh 
the part of the British Government, the true friend and well-wisher, the acknow- 
ledged protector and guardian of tlie rights and interests of both. But to put the 
question entirely out of <loul)t, I have, since the date of the letter referred- to, 
been furnished, as your Excellency knows, with more recent instructions from 
the Government, perfectly consistent with the former, though framed under 
opposite circumstances, namely, a conviction of your Excellency’s continued 
unkindness to the Begum, and of the impossibility of her residing in your capital 
without a total sacrifice of her comfort, unless your Excellency’s conduct shall 
be changed. 

Thirdly.— With a reference to the concluding remark in yourExcellency’s 
letter, which regards the character and conduct of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and 
announces your favourable dis|)osition towards him, I am happy to be enabled 
to submit my entire and conlial concurrence in the sentiments which your 
Excellency has expressed. I am satisfied that your Excellency’s returning kind- 
ness is the only support required to enable Tuhseen Alee Khan to discharge with 
fidelity, ability, and zeal, for the future, those duties which he has hitherto per- 
formed, to the entire satisfaction of all parties concerned, during a period of 
more than thirty years ; and, under this conviction, I propose, with your Excel- 
lency’s concurrence, to apprize him of your favourable intentions, and desire 
hioi- to suggest a mode of carrying them into comjdete effect. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) JL Baijllie, 

’ ' Resident.. 


Ordered, That the following letter be written to the Resident at Lucknow, in 
reply to the three j)receding despatches, and that the Governor-General’s letter 
to his Excellency the Vizier, alluded to therein, be recorded iu succession. 

4 C . To 
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To J. ikiUie, B^Kic^nt at Luakaaw.. 

Sir : 

1. I am directed ta .acknowledge the receipt of your (iasfkatches, aoder dates 
die .loitli, ^tb, , and !$l4tlx ultimo, and to>coavey to you thefoUowing communi- 
cations and instructions in reply. ' 

fl. The^systetpatic opposition of his Excellency tlie Vizier to every represen- 
tation made to him on tlie part of, the British Governnient, has appeared to 
Government to require that the influence of your representative character should 
he supported by a letter of remonstrance on the part of the tEight Honourable 
the poverppr^-General to the, address of hisiExcetleney, embracing not merely 
tpe j)r|n)ary /sjubjectapf your despatches now acknowledged, but generally all 
depending points of oegptjation between the two States. An English copy of 
that letter is e<^,Osed ior your infonmation and.guidanee. 'The original wiirbe 
transmitted to you frpm the Persian Office: as soon as it >oan be prepared. 


3* the ppints abpve alluded to, the ‘negotiation which took place 

<luring the last year, on the subject of a reform of this Excellency’s administra- 
tion. Is the tepstt P''^>^'heat. -His Excellency’s -lomUting do return, any reply to 
the Qoyiernqr-. General’s letter on that subject* df the ^th of December 1810, 
although pear, six, months Ivtve elapsed since hjs Lordship’s arrival .at the Bresi- 
(Tency, and hjs evident resolution to avoid, if possible, a re-^tation of that 
q^ucstion, clearly demonstrate his Excellency’s fixed disinclination to accede to 
Ihe Avi^hes and advice of this Government, and to the obligations of treaty in 
tlijs respect. The former of tli^e ,qraiteio‘ts has appeared to the Goveroor- 
Gcnci;al in Coupcil to defpand particular animadversion : .you will acconlingly 
observe, that this tQtiic has been noticed .in spi.teble tprnrs in tlte Governor- 
address to the yi.zier, and also that his Lordship has adopted -‘the iprin- 
c|p)es of the instructions convened toyou in my .letter <>f (thciSd of August, <8 {k 1 
actCN^ ppon by your letter t,o Ips Excplhmcy the Vizier of .the 15jth of January; 
and t.t is only necessary to desire, diat you will pursue the object of those inutcuo- 
tiqns .under the support now afiorded by the Governor-General’s letter. 

4 . In the same manner, you will renew your representations on the subjects exf 
Ihe ^Hce-President’s' .udJretees to the Vizier of tlie 29th of March and 13th of 
July, which are also particularly noticed in the Governor-General’s present letter 
to nis Excellency. 

5. His Lordship inGouiicil entirely approves the tenor of your representations 
to the Vizier, respecting his unwarrantable encroachments on the guaranteed 
rights of hjcr Highness the Bhow Begum. The Governor-General has judged 
it'necessarv to enter into some detail of discussion on that sul^ect, in his letter 
to the Vizier, with ^ view to demonstrate the injustice of his Excellency’s pro- 
ceedings, and to manifest the determination of this Government to fulfil the 
obtiganon of its guarantee pn the prpsent and on eyery future occasion. 

B. Tlte tenor of the enclosed document, and your intimate knowledge of every 
suf^ect to which it relates, precludes the necessity of any other instruction, 
that) to desire that, as opportunity offers and occasions require, you will resume, 
and endeavour to bring to a satisfactory conclusion, the numerous depending 
questions between the two Governments, regulating your representations to the 
Vizier by the spirit of the enclosed doeumeiit ; and the Governor-General in 
Council is willing to hope that, under the conviction which his Lordship’s letter 
is calculated to bfing to the m.ind of the Vizier, that Government is resolved to 
utge, with /perseverance and solicitude, the just demands which have hitherto 
been preferred in vain ; and under the aid w'bich you may be expected to derive 
from this direct and visible support oh the part or this Government, your effiafts 
will prpye epccessful. 

I h^m diO, 

EoririWiUiam, (Signed) N. B. EDifoirsTOKE, 

8th May 1812. Chief Secretary td Government. 

The 
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To the NaWifttb Viiier. (‘Written the'Sth May 18f2.) 

Among' the nutnerous objects co'nrie^ted v'lth events and traifisaclions in India g 18I2’ 
daring' fhe'^rioid of ni'y absence ftom the Ptesidency, which engaged my atten- , — , 
t Ion on my return, none has appeared to ' tue df-greater int(^rek and impoHancc 
than those which have formed tne subjects ‘of hegoflatiOn BctV^Mn yoiir Excel- 
lency «od the' British Government. I have, thermVe, devoted* as much time as 
the general concerns of this Government wonM 'admit, to the perusal of all the 
Resident’s repurtsof his proceedings, -and his communications and correipdndence 
with your Excellency, on points which, both 'before my departure and dimilg 
my absence, were entrusted to bis negotiation. 1 have perused, also, the various 
letters addressed to your Excellency, and the orders and instructions occasionally 
issued to the Resident by his Excellency the Vice-President ; and those letter, 
orders, and instructions, are precisely such as I should myself have deemed it 
njy duty to transmit on the subjects to Which t'Key' respectively relate. 

I naturally expected, as soon after my arrival at the Presidency as might be 
practicable, to receive from your Excellency a reply to the letter which I had 
the honour of addressing to you, under date tiie i28th of December I S'IO, on the 
important question of a reform in the administration of your Excellency's Go- 
vernment, your Excellency not having judged it expedient to reply to it in the 
form of a letter to the address of the Vice-Presidem, under whose superintend- 
ence and directions Major BailUe's negotiation on the subject of it were con- 
ducted. 

Neither has your Excellericy thought proper to reply to ihe ‘letters of the 
Vice-President of the 2<)th March and 12th of July; the former uTgiiig the 
interposition of your Excellency’s authority for the satisfacliuu of the just claims 
of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan ; the latter urging your Excellency, on grounds 
of inccntrovertible justice, to restore to the family of the late Hyder Beg KiMn, 
in the person of his son Hoosein Alee Khan, the provision granted to it, at the * 

instance of Marquis Cornwallis, but disCOUtlhued rinccyour Exceireucy’s acces- 
sion to the musnud. 

Neither has your Excellency supplied the defect of replies ko any of Utose 
addresses by a favourable attention to the urgent repreXentatfohs which they 
contain. 

Neav six months have elapsed since my return, during which fieriod I h4ve 
waited in vain fur some communication from your Excellency on the several 
subjects to which iny own letter's and those of the Vice-President rHate. I aW, 
therefore, under tire necessity of troubling your Excellency b^ n fCnewal <Sf Itie 
corresfrondence on these important subjects, as well as by adverting to others 
whkAi have been agitated bet\Veeo your Excellency and the Resident. 

The perusal of the correspondence between your Excellency and the Resident, 
and tire ktUirb reports of his communicaUons with your Excellency bn thb 
momentous question of reform, excited equally niy astonishment and conccfii. 
la urging the adoption of that most necessary reform, I exercised a right derived 
from the specific provisions of existiUg eng^ements; nay, I fulfilled a positive 
obligation imposed upon this Government by an express article of the tteaty 
1801. I discharged a duty imperiously pressed upon me, by painfuHy witnesstr^ 
the perpetual demand for the employment of the British troops in sUppresXMg 
disorders occasioned by the injustice or rapacity of your Excellency’s Aiiinils. 

A stronger claim on the pert of this Government to expect a compliance with 
its recommendation, a more forcible obligation on the part of your Excellency 
to afford it, could not possibly exist. But I have had the mortification to od^' 
that although your Excellency fully admitted the right and the duty of this Go- 
vernment to urge the reform Of your administration, and the absolute necessity 
of carrying it into effect, although yoV' concorred in the general pVihdpibs of 
the plan submitted to your consideration in my letter of the 28'ni DeOeibbef 
1810, and finally, (after a long and arduous negotiation, in the coirrste df 
I could dot fail to perceive a manifest disposition to rentier abortive every project 
®f reform,) acceded to a specific plan of arrangement, your Excellency refiised 
tu abidte by your own written arid positive assent ; arid this great arid bcfieficial 

object, 
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Bengal PoUtical object, pursued with SO much solicitude on the part of this Government, with 
CoMuItatrons, laborious exertion on the part of the Resident, and with such anxious and 

‘ ' apj):ireutly successful eiForts to remove every objection which had been urged -by 

1 etter frem your Excellency against the system of arrangement recommended to your adop- 
Goveraor General, tion, yet remains unaccomplished. 

I am Avarranted in ascribing to your Excellency, a decided disinclination to 
the introduction of any effectual reform, not only by the nature of the discus- 
sions between your Excellency and the Resident during the course of the nego- 
tiation, but also by the circumstances of your having systematically avoided the 
renewal of that negotiation, and of your having omitted to reply to my letter of 
tlie 28th December 1810, either in an address to the Vice-President during my 
absence, or to me since my return. 

Under any circumstances, however, it is my indispensable duty to exercise 
the right described to your Excellency by the Resident, in his letter to your 
address of the 15th January : the right, I mean, of investigating and arbitrating 
all such claims and demands, on the part of your Excellency and your Aumils, 
as the British troops may be required to support ; and it is my duty to claim your 
Excellency’s concurrence in such an arrangement as sliall facilitate and secure the 
efficient exercise of this right on every occasion. On this subject I have accord- 
ingly issued instructions to the Resident, to whose communications 1 have the 
honour to refer you for further particulars. 

It is further incumbent on me to resume the subjects of those addresses of his 
Excellency the Vice-President, which have obtained from your Excellency 
neither reply nor regard. 

It may not have occurred to your Excellency, that my temjmrary absence 
from the Presidency produced no change in the authority of the Government. 
Tlie measures of the Vice-President are precisely the same as my own, and 
equally excite my interest aiul demand my attention. 

The grounds on which his Excellency interposed in favour of Moonshee Alee 
Nuckec Khan are incontrovertibly just. As a subject and servant of the Bri 
tish Government, injured by the injustice of your Excellency’s servants, he is 
entitled to expect tiie support of that Government in obtaining redress. 1 beg 
leave, therefore, earnestly to recall your Excellency’s attention to the letter 
addressed to you by the Vice-President on that subject, under date the 29th 
March of last year, and to express my confident hope that your Excellency will 
no longer delay to exert your authority for the redress of the wrongs of which 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan has so much reason to complain. 

The case of Hoosein Alee Khan demands, in a peculiar degree, the atten- 
tion of this Government, and claims the consideration of your Excellency, on 
every principle of justice, honour, and humanity. On this subject I have little 
to add to the just and forcible observations contained in the Vice-President’s 
letter to your Excellency of the 12th July. 1 must fully concur in the justice 
and necessity of the measure therein recommended in favour of Hoosein Alee 
Khan. It must be evident to your Excellency, that the British Government 
having, at your express desire, taken an active part in this affair, it is impossible 
for me to cease from troubling your Excellency on the subject, until either a due 
proportion of tlie family property shall have been made over to Hoosein Alee 
Khan, or the provision originally granted to the family shall have been restored 
and assigned for the su]>port of that much injured person. The facts stated in 
the Vice-President’s letter, and derived from your Excellency’s own representa- 
tions, precluding all expectations of the former, the adoption of the latter 
arrangement becomes indispensably just and necessary. 

I request your Excellency to re-peruse that letter with attention, and honour 
me with a reply. 1 am willing to believe, that when your Excellency shall have 
duly weighed all the circumstances and considerations therein detailed, that 
reply cannot hut he favourable. 

It is with sincere regret that I find myself compelled to notice some other 
points, on which tlie most earnest represontations have been made to your Ex- 
cellency 
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cellency on the part of this Government without success. Of these I shall first 
advert to the measures lately pursued by your Excellency towards her Highness 
the Bhow Begum. 

I have received, and perused with great attention, translations of the corre- 
spondence which has lately passed between your Excellency and the Resident on 
tins subject. Although 1 readily admit that every Government which reposes 
full confidence in the integrity and ability of its representative, is naturally dis- 
posed to concur in his representations, and to support his acts and proceedings 
at the Court to which he is accredited, yet I beg to assure your Excellency, that 
in considering the merits of the question lately discussed between you and 
Major Baillie, I have endeavoured entirely to divest my mind of this bias, and 
that, on a full consideration of the whole correspondence, 1 cannot but deem 
the facts and arguments, stated in the Resident’s letters to your address of the 
9th and 17 th of April, to be conclusive and unanswerable. 

That they are so, appears to me to be established, by a comparison of the 
facts of the case and some passages in your Excellency's letters with the terms 
of the engagement concluded between your Excellency and the Begum, under 
the guarantee of the British Government, in the month of February 1798. 

That engagement contains the following words. 

” The Nawaub Vizier, Saadut Alee Khan, being impressed with sentiments 
“ of the sincerest respect and regard for her Highness the Bhow Begum, and 
“ fully relying on her friendship and assistance in his affairs whenever requisite, 
“ promises to shew her every degree of respect and attention, and do every 
“ thing to promote her convenience and comfort. As a proof of which, the 

said Nawaub agrees that the pensions allotted for the Khass and Khoord 

muhls shall be paid by her Highness, and the muhaul of Gonda be made 
“ over to her as a jaidad for that purpose.” 

Allow me to ask your Excellency, whether the appointment of a person of 
your own selection to receive the revenue of the jaidad, and distribute it to the 
ladies of the muhl, in opposition to the declared wish of the Begum, is con- 
sistent with the terms of the above quoted engagement ? Can it possibly be 
said, that the pensions of the Khoord muhl are paid by her Highness, when 
the person who, with her concurrence and under her orders, had received and 
distributed the revenue of the jaidad for a long term of years, is removed against 
her consent, and a stranger appointed in his room ? 

Your Excellency, in one of your letters to the Resident, has stated, with a 
view to prove your title to make such an appointment, that “ with the exception 
“ of the jaidad for the stipends being under her charge, she never had, nor 
“ has any thing to do, nor right to interfere in the management of those 
“ muhls.” 1 leave your Excellency to judge, whether this assertion is compa- 
tible with the engagement, which declares that the pensions of the muhls shall 
be paid by her Highness, and with the fact of her having invariably paid them 
through the Nazir, Tuhseen Alee Khan, and of her having uniformly exercised 
a superintendence over the Khoord Muhl through his agency. When it is 
declared in the engagement, that her Highness shall pay the pensions of the 
muhls, can your Excellency justly maintain (as you have maintained, in 
another of your letters to the Resident), that “ the mode of the distribution of 
” the allowance for the Khoord muhl depends on your Excellency, and her 

Highness has nothing to do with it ?” 

Your Excellency, in reply to the Resident’s remarks on your assertion, that 
her Highness promised that she would merely collect the revenue of the muhaul, 
and send it to your Excellency for distribution, has only stated, that as Tuh- 
seen Alee Khan is your slave, and as at the period of the dethronement of 
Vizier Alee her Highness was in a high degree dissatisfied with him, her giving 
the pay of the ladies of the muhl to him, on his receipt, was the same as 
Bending the revenue of the jaidad to your Excellency. 

In reply to this argument it may be observed, in addition to what Major Baillie 
has stated, that admitting the facts of Tuhseen being your Excellency's slave, 
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and of her Highness’s displeasure against him, she voluntarily employed him in 
the distribution of the pensions; he was consequently her agent, underh er autho- 
rity, and responsible to her, as far as regarded the payment of those pensions. 

I liave judged it necessary to enter into these details, because the question is 
connected with an obligation of public faith on the part of the British Govern- 
ment; an obligation to guarantee the fulfilment of the engagement concluded 
between your Excellency and the Begum ; and because your Excellency does 
not admit the right of this Government to interfere in questions of this nature. 
This argument, however, I am confident your Excellency will cease to maintain, 
when you advert to the terms of the engagement by which your Excellency 
promises to manifest towards her Highness every degree of respect and attention, 
and to do every thing to promote her convenience and comfort, and by which 
the British Government is declared to be the guarantee of those promises. 

I now fulfil the duties of that guarantee, by expressing to your Excellency my 
earnest hope and expectation that Tuhseen Alee Khan niay be reinstated uncon- 
ditionally in the charge of the muhl, under the superintendence and control of 
her Highness the Begum, and that your Excellency, bearing in mind the terms 
of the engagement, will not think it necessary to interfere in the payment of 
the pensions of the Khass and Khoord muhls, nor deem it expedient to adopt 
any measures adverse to her Highness’s convenience and comfort. 

I am compelled to advert to another subject of a similar nature, on which the 
most earnest and repeated representations have been conveyed to your Excel- 
lency by the Resident, under the express instructions of this Government, but 
hitherto without effect. I allude to the severe distress and vexation experienced 
by her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum. I have received copies of the letter 
which the Resident addressed to your Excellency on that subject, under date 
the 1st of April, and of the letter from her Highness to the Resident to which 
it refers, and I concur entirely in the sentiments expressed in the former of those 
documents. 

I deeply lament the failure of every effort of remonstrance, on the part of the 
Resident, to produce even a mitigation of the distresses to which this lady is 
subjected, by the rigour of your Excellency’s measures. I have to lament, also, 
this additional instance of the inefficacy of that advice, which it is the duty of 
the British Government to offer to your Excellency. I have directed the 
Resident to renew his application on this subject; and I conjure your Excel- 
lency, by every consideration connected with your own honour and reputation, 
and with the calls of justice, compassion, and humanity, to redress the grievances 
of which the Begum has so much reason to complain. 

These are not the only points respecting which I have cause to regret your 
Excellency’s disregard of the representations conveyed to you by the Resident ; 
but it is not necessary to enumerate them in this address. 1 have to regret 
generally, the efibets of a uniform disposition, on the part of your Excellency, 
to mark with your displeasure all those who, by the course of former transactions 
and events, by special engagements, or by services and situation, are entitled to 
the protection and favour of this Government, and systematically to exhibit to 
the world the inefficacy of its counsels, on every occasion on which, according 
to the provisions of subsisting engagements, it is called upon to submit to your 
Excellency the suggestions of its judgment in points affecting the honour and 
interests of your Excellency’s Government. Nor have its representations been 
more successful in producing the exertion of your Excellency’s authority to 
restrain or punish your officers and Zemindars, who afford protection and assis- 
tance to robbers and marauders, infesting the Company’s provinces contiguous to 
your own, or to withhold them from the exaction of duties on merchandize, the 
property of British subjects, in direct violation of treaty. 

I am persuaded, however, that in all those cases to which I have either 
specifically or generally referred, your Excellency is guided less by the dictates 
of your ow’n enlightened judgment than by the false and interested insinuations 
of evil advisers ; for your Excellency’s unbiassed discernment and ability would 
lead you to reflect, that perfect harmony and co-operation, a reciprocity pt 
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fi'ieodly f>fiiceS) and a comhiunity of views and interests, should alone govern 
the intercourse of States so closely and inseparably connected. The men whose 
counsels have an offsite tendency are not less the enemies of your Excellency 
than of the British Goveromeut. 

It is with extreme reluctance and concern that I address your Excellency in 
the language of complaint and remonstrance ; but the duty and the interests 
committed to my charge have rendered it indispensable. At the same time, 
soliciting nothing but what justice, your own reputation, the prosperity of your 
countiy and the spirit of the subsisting alliance demand, 1 indulge a hope that 1 
shall not have addressed you in vain. 

For further particulars, I refer your Excellency to the communications of 
Major Baillic. 

Believing me, &c. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) N. B, Edmonstone, 

Chief Secretary to Government 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \5th May 1812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. In further continuation of the subject of that portion of my despatch of 
the 15th ultimo, which regards the dispute between his Excellency the Vizier 
and her Highness the Bhow Begum, with a reference to the superintendence of 
the Khoord muhl, I have the honour of transmitting to you, for tlie notice of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, copies and translations 
of four letters, which have still more recently passed on this subject between 
his Excellency the Vizier, and myself. 

2. It unfortunately escaj>ed my recollection, in the commencement of the dis- 
cussion with the Vizier, that I was furnished with an authenticated copy, in 
English and Persian, of an engagement under his Excellency’s seal and the 
signature of the Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, the existence of which 
should have originally prevented the Vizier from giving cause of complaint to tlje 
Begum, and the mere transmission of which to his Excellency, without any 
comment on my part, might have convinced him of the impropriety of his 
conduct. 

3. The Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council wdll now be 
pleased to observe, that I have rectified my original omission, and I am per- 
suaded that his Lordship in Council will view with surprize and concern the 
proceedings of his Excellency the Vizier, in direct violation of an engagement 
contracted with her Highness the Begum, under the Honourable Company’s 
guarantee. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

ith May 1812. Resident. 


Bengal Political 

Consultations, 

15 May 1812. 
Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 30th April 1812.) ^ 

Nuseem Alee Khan, the newly appointed Darogha of the Khoord muhl, 
tendered his receipt for the stipends of the ladies to Mohummud Darab Alee 
Khan, who, in answer, told him that he would not furnish the money, without 
a receipt under the seal of Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. • 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


This 
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Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


This will gtv’e occasion to the ladies of the mulils to create a fresh distur- 
bance ; do you, therefore, give directions that the money for the above purpose' 
be issued to the Daroglia. If the money should not be furnished 1 will supply it 
myself, Avith the view of obviating inconvenience to the muhls from delay, as 
Avell as . to guard against disturbance. It will be proper to reply to this letter 
with all practicable dispatch. 

A true translation : . < 

(Signed) J. BArLUc, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st May 1812.) 

I have been honoured by the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of yester- 
day’s date (17th of Rubbee-oos-sanee). (Recapitulate the contents.) 

Having transmitted on the 17th of Ajrril (4th Rubbee-oos-sanee) to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, copies and translations 
of the letters which passed between your Excellency and me on the subject 
of the Khoord muhl, and having every reason to expect that I shall soon be 
honoured with a communication of his Lordship’s commands in reply, I am 
necessarily precluded from offering any suggestion on the subject to her 
Highness the Begum, or writing to her Minister in the terms which your 
Excellency has prescribed, until 1 receive the orders of the Government; 
more particularly after perusing the engagement under your Excellency’s 
seal, and the signature of the Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, which 
was granted to her Highness the Begum on the 20th February 1798. A copy 
of this treaty, in Persian and English, authenticated by the signature of Mr. 
Edroonstone, was fortunately discovered to-day among the secret records of 
my office, and an extract from it is here inserted for your information. *♦: As 
“ a proof of which, the said Nawaub agrees that the stipends of the Khass and 
** Khoord muhls shall be paid by her Highness the Begum, and the Muhaul 
** of Gonda shall be made over to her as a jaidad for that purpose.” 

I can see no reason why a delay of ten or twenty days in the payment of 
the stipends of the muhls should now create a disturbance on the part of 
those ladies, as it is well known that they have heretofore been frequently 
three and four months in arrears, without the sound of their voices being 
heard, unless indeed the intrigues of the new Darogha and other persons, 
recently deputed to Eyzabad, may have wrought such a change in their 
conduct, which is certainly by no means impossible. 

At all events, if your Excellency do really apprehend any disturbance, and 
will be pleased to write to the ladies that the subject of the superintendence 
of the muhls has been referred for the consideration of the British Govern- 
ment, and that an answer to this reference is expected in. a few days, I am 
persuaded that those ladies will remain quiet until the sentiments of the 
Government shall be made known to them. Should your Excellency not 
approve of this suggestion, as my whole mind is bent on consulting your 
Excellency’s gratification, I suggest, with this view, another expedient, 
namely, that your Excellency for the present procure a receipt, as hitherto, 
tinder the seal of. Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan, and transmit it to her 
Highness the Begum : in this case, I shall write to her Highness without 
awaiting the orders of Government, and shall request her to advance the 
allowances for the ladies; and I have every reason to believe that her 
Highness will comply with my request. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bailjlie, 

Resident 

« From 
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From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2d May 1812.) 

I have received your letter of the 18th instant (1st May), in reply to mine 
of the 17 th (30th April). 

With regard to what you state, that “ having transmitted to the Right 

Honourable the Governor-General in Council,” &c. &c. (to the end of the 
paragraph); the case is this: you must procure from the Begum, and 
forward to me, the engagement to which you allude as in her possession, 
that I may learn from the instrument itself the nature of its contents. 

As to the intrigues of the Darogha and others, for what advantage and to 
what end should such intrigues be employed? I cannot comprehend how 
they can exist. 

In reply to your suggestion of my writing to the ladies that the subject of 
the superintendence has been referred, &c. &c. (to the end) ; the fact is, 
that though you yourself directed Tuhseen Alee Khan to suggest efficient 
measures for the superintendence of the muhls, he has yet offered no 
satisfactory communication on that subject. If he offer the necessary satis- 
faction without delay, so much the better, but otherwise I shall refrain 
from saying a word to the ladies on the subject, because if I did they would 
immediately quit the muhls. If her Highness the Begum will not issue 
the allowance on the receipt of the new Darogha I will grant a receipt to her 
myself. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Beni'al Pdtiticat 
Consutution^r 
15 May 1B12. 

Letter 

from the Vizier. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th May 1812, 21st Rubbee-oos- 

sanee.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of the 19th Rub- 
bee-oos-sanee, in answer to mine of the 1st instant (18th Rubbee-oos-sanee). 

I shall apply to her Highness the Begum for the original, or a copy of the 
engagement, though I do not see any necessity for doing so, and in the mean 
time I transmit, for your Excellency’s inspection, a copy from the authen- 
ticated copy which is lodged among the records of the Residency, in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Edmonstonc, and of equal validity with the original. 
If, after perusing this document, your Excellency persist in the opinion 
with regard to the question at issue which has occasioned so much trouble to 
ns both, I shall have additional cause of concern. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that though I had myself 
directed Tuhseen to suggest, &c. &c. to the end : I have perused a copy 
of Tuhseen’s arzee to your Excellency, and of the draft of a letter 
proposed to be written to the ladies of the muhls, and 1 entirely approve 
of both; the measures proposed by Tuhseen are in my mind extremely 
judicious, and I am persuaded that their adoption by your Excellency will be 
productive of the desired effect, if all other intrigues be put a stop to. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s offer of a receipt from yourself to 
her Highness the Begum, it is sufficient for me to observe, in the words of 
your Excellency’s engagement, “ that the convenience and comfort of her 
“ Highness are the only objects in my view.” and consequently, if she agree 
to your Excellency’s proposal, I shall of course be entirely satisfied. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Engagement executed by the Nawaub to the Bho'w Begum. 

The Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan entertaining a high respect for the Show 
Begum, and relying upon her friendship and assistance whenever it may be 
required, promises on his part, and in consideration thereof, a strict attention 
to the preservation of her honour and dignity, and to contribute in all respects 
to her comfort, and in proof thereof consents that the allowances of the Khoord 

4 E and 


Endowre. 



290 


OUDE PAPERS. 


and Kha^ niuhls shall be paid through her; and that to enable her t< 
1818 discharge them, the Muhaul of Gonda shall for this purpose be appropriatec 

' in jagier ; and as a further proof of his regard for her, agrees also tliat as the 

Endomre, jagier of Oude is situated near her residence at Fyzabad, it shall be made 
over to her for her personal accommodation. He also requires; thit the 
Company shall be the guarantee of this engagement, and the signature of the 
Governor.General in token thereof be put thereto. 

Delivered, 20th February 1798. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That the following letter be written to the Resident at Lucknow, in 
reply to tlie foregoing despatch. 


Letter To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

from Secretary to gjj. • 

Government. j directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date the 

4th instant, enclosing copies of your correspondence with the Vizier, in con- 
tinuation, on the subject of the superintendence of the Khoord muhl, and 
noticing your want of recollection of the engagement concluded by the Vizier 
and the Bhow Begum in February 1798, and guaranteed by the British Go- 
vernment. 

3. The Governor* General in Council inferred, from the tenor of your corre- 
spondence with the Vizier, of which translations formed enclosures in your 
despatch of the 15tb ultimo, that both you and his Excellency bore in mind the 
existence of that engagement, since Iwth referred to the Company’s guarantee 
relatively to the Begum ; but from a passage in the Vizier’s letter to your 
address, received on the 3d instant, it would appear tliat he had no recollection 
of it 

3. You will observe, however, that the Governor-General, in his letter 
to the Vizier, (an English copy of which was enclosed in my despatch 
to you of the 8th instant), in discussing the subject in question, has spe- 
cifically referred to tlie terms of that engagement, for the purpose of demon- 
strating the right of the Begum to pay the stipends of the muhls through her 
own agents, and his Lordship in Council is consequently disposed* to question 
the Vizier’s authority to exact any conditions preparatory to the restoration of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office from which he has been so unwarrantably 
removed; and you will observe that the Governor- General has accordingly 
judged it proper to require the unconditional restoration of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan to the office of Nazir. 

5. Although it seems probable, from the tenor of your late communication on 
this subject, that information of his having been actually reinstated may be 
received before the letter from the Governor-General to the Vizier, aTOve- 
mentioned, can be prepared in the Persian language, still his Lordship will not 
deem it expedient, in that event, to make any alteration in the letter, as the 
distinct exposition which it contains of the rights of the Begum, under the 
engagement in question, may be useful on future occasions. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. Eijmon.stonk, 

15th May 1813. Chief Secretary to Government. 
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Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To N. B. Edmonatone, Es<i , Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir ; 

Considering the great importance of the recent discussions between his Excel- 
lency the Vizier and myaelf on the subject of the reform of his administration, 

I deem 
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I deem it to be my duty to place on the records of the Government, as well in 
Persian as in English, the whole of the correspondence which has passed on that 
subject since my receipt of your official despatch under date the 28th December ; 
and accordingly 1 have now the honour of transmitting to you the whole of the 
Persian documents arranged in a regular series, and comprizing thirty-four 
separate letters or official notes, with their respective enclosures. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillif, 

1 st August 1811. Resident. 


Ordered, That the Persian documents enclosed in the foregoing letter be sent 
for deposit to the Persian Department, together with a copy of the foregoing 
letter, for the information of the Persian Secretary. 

Note . — The thirty-four Enclosures alluded to in the foregoing letter are the 
original Persian Correspondence with the Vizier, of which English trans- 
lations appear in this compilation. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 25th June, 1812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. My reiterated applications to the Vizier, in obedience to the commands of 
the Government, and in compliance with the requisitions of the judge and 
Magistrate of Elahabad, for the apprehension of marauders who have recently 
infested that district and found refuge in the reservetl territory, have at length 
produced an effect, which I could not have ctmtemplated as the result of a dis- 
cussion on any subordinate question between his E.xcellency and me, namely, a 
long letter from his Excellency in answer to my letter of the 15th January last, 
on the important subject of reform. 

2. As introductory to the matter of this document, a translation of which is 
enclosed, I take the liberty of referring the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council to my separate despatch of this date, containing copies and 
translations of letters on the subordinate point, which have passed between his 
Excellency and me, and in the last of which letters, on the part of his Excel- 
lency, it will be seen that he has again reverted to the expedient of drawing a 
distinction between the civil demands of his Government and offences committed 
against its peace, and has endeavoured to render a requisition from our Govern- 
ment for the seizure and surrender of felons an instrument of terror and oppres- 
sion in the hands of his Auuiil of Pertaubghur, a district notoriously the scene 
of every species of violence and rapacity for a protracted period of time, sup- 
ported, 1 am sorry to add, by the active operations of our troops, during a por- 
tion of almost every succeeding year since the date of the Treaty of Cession. 

3. That the- object of the Vizier on this occasion has been frustrated in a 
becoming manner, the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be 
J)lea8ed to observe, by the tenor of my short letter to Ins Excellency, under date 
the 6th instant, and by the terms of my instructions of the same date to the com- 
manding officer at Pertaubghur, which form numbers of m}’ separate despatch ; 
and my reply to his Excellency’s letter on the more important subject of reform, 
a copy of which is enclosed, will, 1 doubt not, serve to evince to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that the Vizier has gained no 
ground in the discussion of this question by his recent characteristic evasion. 

4. I am sorry to have occasion to report to you, for his Lordship in Council's 
information, that his ExceHeney seems still determined to maintain his new 
arrangement for the superintendence of the Khoord muhl, in opposition to 
the will of her Hii>hness the Begum, and indirect violation of his engagement, 
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which he can now no longer disavow, a copy of it having been furnished lor 
his perusal. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

IGth May 1812. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (20th Rubbce-oos-sanee 1227, 3d May 1812.) 

I have received your letter of the 11th instant (24th ultimo), in answer to my 
shooklia dated lOtU (23d ultimo.) 

You have stated, that “ the promulgation on your part of any such report as I 

described, even were the fact as stated, is impossible, and that in reality the 
“ statement of the fact, that the British troops arc never to be employed is 
“ erroneous,” &c. &c. 

The fact is, that the matter is public, whatever may be the means of its 
having become so ; and that it should acquire publicity through me is also impos- 
sible, from the obvious loss it w'ould occasion to me and the disorders it would 
create in my country. 

With regard to what you observe, that you “ are ready to furnish a force at 
“ all times, under the conditions declared in your letter of the Gyth Zeehijj 122tf 
“ (15th January),” &c. &c. The truth is this : My answer to that letter was 
drafted long ago, but not having been fair copied was not despatched to you. 
There are several parts of it, however, which it appears necessary now to reply 
to, and those I proceed to notice. 

In your letter of the 29th of Zeehqj 1226 (15th January), in reply tomy shookba 
of the Sulkh of Zeekad (17th December), which covered a cop}'^ of the arzee 
of Imaum Bukhsh, Aumil of Durceabad, you staterl, “ that during the whole 
“ cold season of several succeeding years, and particularly during the last year, 
“ a considerable detachment of the Honourable Company’s troops had been 
“ constantly employed in Dureeabad and the adjacent district of Kcdowlee, in 
“ supporting the authority of my Aumils,’' &c. &c. I have referred to your 
letters of the 3d and 27th Rubbce-oos-sanee (27lh April and 22d May 1811), 
and of the 10th Jemadee-ool-awul 1226 (3d June 1811), but cannot find in 
any of them the least mention of operations against the fort of Keampore, 
belonging to Aman Sing, in the district of Durceabad. It is, perhaps, iu 
some other of your letters that these circumstances are noticed. 

You next observe : If such be the state of the case, to what cause have 
“ we now to ascribe the disaffection and revolt of the landholders, as repre- 
** sented by the Aunnl of Dureeabad r If the representation of that Aumil 
“ be correct, can we ascribe it to any other cause than the oppression of the 
“ landholders, and their despair of obtaining redress from your Excel- 
“ lency’s justice ?” In truth, had the British detachments in those quarters, 
when they were employed, as you mention, for the purpose of punishing the 
refractoiy and maintaining the tranquillity of the country, acted in the same 
manner as the troops which were employed on the service of Nandparra and 
Kewayee, the object I had in view would have been accomplished. I have ever 
afforded, and do constantly dispense ample justice and protection to my 
subjects ; and injustice, oppression, and rapacity, being at all times hostile to 
my disposition, could never have been practised Jowards them, because such 
conduct, if practised, must have ruined the inhabitants and depopulated my 
country ; whereas, I thank God, that my country, compared with former tiroes, 
is in a flourishing condition. Travellers passing through it from other quarters 
hear testimony to its populous, cultivated, and affluent appearance. These 
accounts have most probably reached you, and you might have witnessed the 
confirmation of them on our hunting excursion. If, at times, disjmtes, distur- 
bances, and even murders occur, they must be placed to the account of jwivate 
enmity among tlic Zemindars, or to tiieir resistance to authority and detention of 
the lawful (lues of Government, and not to the oppression and exorbitant 
demands of the Aumils, nor to despair of justice and protection from me. The 

Aumils, 
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Atimils, aware of my disposition, and from the dread of my displeasure, Would 
not presume lo make exorbitant demands from the landholders, of which the 
latter are fully sensible, since they know that, upon the slightest representation 
of oppression or exorbitant demands by the Aumils, ample redress %vill be 
alTorded to them : and if, at any time, a diflerence arise between the landholders 
and Autnils of a district, the grounds of it are fully investigated by me, and it is 
adjusted in a proper manner. Thus, in the case of Aman Sing, who,- instigated 
by enmity and oppression, seized on the villages of Veroulee and Ferozepore, 
belonging to Kullunder Bukhsli ; on the latter complaining to the Presence, 
the villages were restored to him, from no other motives on my part than those 
of equity and justice alone ; but he vvas afterwards murdered, with some others, 
by h is oppressor, Aman Sing. Neither tyranny, oppression, nor exorbitant 
demands by the Aumils, nor the landholders' despair of justice, can be inferred 
from the case of Aman Sing, which, on the contrary, fully proves his resistance 
to the authority of Government, and that the despair of the landholders, if it 
exist, must proceed from his not being punished. 


You observe, “ if the object of my requisition, in the terms of my letter to 
** you, be the seizure and punishment of a murderer, this is not the duty of 
“ regular troops, nor is the performance of it practicable by their exertions : 
“ the apprehension of criminals and felons is the obvious duty of the police,” 

&C.&C. 
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The apprehension of Aman Sing was not a matter of much difficulty. Had yoii, 
as in the case of my requisition fur the aid of your troops to support the Aumil of 
Akherpore, when you furnished me with a letter at my desire, written a letter in 
the same way to the commanding-officer of the troops at Secrora, Aman Sing might 
have been easily seized, as Keampore is only three or four coss from that can- 
tonment. No Resident at my durbar has ever refused me the aid of British 
troops for the purpose of seizing murderers and robbers. Admitting that the 
Cutwals and Thanahdars are the proper persons to execute this duty, and that 
they use their utmost endeavours on such occasions, they must still fail in the 
object without the assistance of the British troops, since the number of people with 
the Thannahdar is too small for such a purpose. 

You state, that “ the Honourable Company’s Government having under- 
** taken, by the provisions of the treaty of 1801, to defend my territories against 
“ all foreign and domestic enemies, it follows, as a necessary consequence of the 

above obligation, that the British Government must have a title not only to 
** investigate, but to decide on the merits of all such claims and disputes between 
*' my Government and its opponents, as may require for their adjustment the 

interposition of the British influence or power,’’ It is true, that the 

treaty in question stipulates the defence of my dominions against all foreign and 
domestic enemies by the British Government, but it is not mentioned in the 
treaty that the British Government shall arbitrate my demands, or decline to 
believe my assertions, and that 1 and my subjects shall be placed in the situation 
of plaintiff and defendant. 

Again, you observe, “ you have been commanded to intimate to me the final 
“ resolution of your Government lo assert and to exercise this right, on every 
“ future occasion of a demand on my part for the aid of the British troops to 
** support the authority of my Aumils, adjusting on such occasions with me the 
“ manner of prosecuting an investigation of the justness of the Aumil’s demands.” 
Although the friendship subsisting between me and the British Government, and its 
confidence in me, should be such as to preclude its entertaining a doubt of the truth 
of my own representations, in applying for the assistance of troops against insur- 
gents and enemies who create Commotion and disturb the peace of my country, 
yet, if tin investigation is indeed to be required, if, what I consider impossible, 
tte British Government should insist on ascertaining the truth of the subject in 
dispute before the assistance be afforded, the mode of investigation is this, that 
agreeably to the statement of the Aumil, when the nature of the case shall demand 
it, I shall depute an Ameen to the Elaka, to investigate the state of circum- 
stances and to report to me on the subject. The information so received I shall 
communicate to you, and then measures must be adopted agreeably to my re- 
tluisition. Except this, no other mode occurs to me to he practicable ; for as 
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tQ tb^ n)mure of, your ^eputbg Aoseens on your own part, I rejected it 
wboti it wa« firtt proposed to me, because, if an Ameen were appointed by you, 
and 1 and my subjects should be placed in the wtuation of plaintiff and cl^or 
dant, what power or authority siiould I possess? The necessary effect of such a 
itut^sure would be the diminution of my consequence, and numerous evils 
sides, which it is improper here to detail. From the kindness of the Governor'^ 
General I expect that^ my power and authority should daily increase ; whereas, 
by this means, it h obvious that my power and authority must be injured. 

Here ends my reply to the contents of your letter of the 29th Zeehijj 1826 
(15th Jaimary), and with a reference to your remark in the letter to which this 
shookha is an answer, namely, that “ if the inadequacy of the Aumil’s force 
“ be now the only pretext for bis delay to apprehend the delinquents,” &c. 
As the smallness of the Aumil’s force is an obvious excuse on his part, I desire 
that yon will send me a letter, to the address of the commanding>officer of the 
troops, mat I may forward it to the Aumil. 

I consider you to be my friend, and one who sympathizes in all my uneasiness; 
and, consequently, which God forbid, if you should be indifi'erent or dilatory in 
taking measures for the punishment of those who excite insurrection in my coun- 
try, disturbances of a serious nature must be the consequence. There are at 
present two or three places in my dominions which in an eminent degree require 
the presence of the British troops, without whose assistance my affairs cannot be 
arranged. 1 desire nothing contrary to justice, nor do i seek assistance with 
any other view. I have no troops of my own sufficient to quell insurrections; 
and if I had, I would, as you are my friend, still apply to you for assistance. If 
yon delay to punish the turbulent, you will see liow much revenue 1 shall lose, 
for wbeir the Zemindars hear of the delay, they will withhold the just dues of the 
btate. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency tire Viz.cr. (Written the 9th May 1812.) 

1 have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter dated 3d instant, 
and 1 have fully understood its contents. 

My repeated applications to your Excellency, in obedience to the orders of 
the Goveriunent lor the apprehension of a few of our rebellious subjects, who 
have found refuge in your Excellency’s territories, and commit depredations in 
the district of Elahabad, would seem to have furnished an expedient for the 
renewal of a discussion, which 1 considered as at an end, and the revival of 
which in such a manner, and witlt such arguments as your Excellency has used, 
could never have entered into my contemplation. 

The seizure of t!»e delinquents in question, which was originally declared to 
depend on the appoamnee of a person to point them out, and subsequently 
vtated to require the assistance of a detachment of our troops in support of 
yoBT Excellency’s Aumil, would seem now to be considered as a pretext for 
vntmiiing the solemn declaration, which I conveyed to your Excellency in the 
name of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in'Council, on the 15th 
January last, as the ultimatum of the British Government on the important 
enbject of reform. 

My letter of the I5ih of January, and the Anal declaration which it contairred, 
were meant merely to explain to your Excellency two distinct propositions, in 
order to your acquiescence in one of them, which is in(iis}>ensable, with a 
reference to the future employment of our troops in support of your Excel- 
lency’s Aumils, and in the realization of the revenues of your Government ; 
namely, first, that your Excellency should establish a system of administration 
in your dominions either that recommended by the British government, or some 
^er equally calctilated to afford permanent security to u», for the justice of the 
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meaiuvM and demons which our power may be required to enforce, or, 
secaodly, sa the only alternative, that on every future occasion of a requisition 
by your Excellency for the employment of the Honourable Company's troops, 
the British Government should assert and exercise its own essential and un- 
questionable right to investigate the nature of those demands, and to arbitmte 
between your Excellency’s Aumils and landholderik 

To such a letter and declaration as those, the only answer which could be ex- 
pected by the British Government, or its representative at your Excellency’s 
court, was a ready acknowledgment by your Excellency of the justice of the two 
propositions which were thus submitted for your choice, and your cheerful ac- 
ceptance of one of them ; or, if the alternative were disagreeable to your mind, 
a tacit indication of your resolution to refrain, on all future occasions, from 
requiring the aid of our troops in the collection of the revenues of your country : 
a species of aid or support which your Excellency must be fully aware that the 
British Government is no where pledged to afford you. 

But, at all events, as my letter to your Excellency, under date the 15tli 
January, conveying the declaration above described, was written under the 
express and explicit commands of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, whose high and entire approbation of the tenor of that letter has 
been subsequently signified to me, so as to render it the indispensable rule of 
my conduct on all future occasions, it is obvious that I am precluded from 
entering into any fliriiier discussion of the justice of the propositions submitted, 
and still more so from relinquishing the objects of them in the smallest possible 
degree. The only duty whicli remains to me is that of transmitting a transla- 
tion of your Excellency’s letter for his Lordship in Council’s consideration ; 
and this I propose doing witli the least practicable delay j but, in the mean 
time, I shall offer to your Excellency a few observations in reply to it ; and to 
these observations, in the genuine spirit of friendship and regard for your 
Excellency, inspired by 4 residence of nearly five years at your Court, 1 most 
earnestly solicit your attention. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, that on a reference to my letters 
of the 27 th April, 22d May and 3d June 1811, you find no mention of opera- 
tions against the fortress of Kcarapore, inferring, doubtless, from this circum- 
stance, that the former services of the British droops in Dnreeabad left li«e 
settlement of that district incomplete : yet the just inf'ereuce from the fac^ 
which your Excellency has stated is manifestly the reverse of that which you 
have deduced from it, and demonstrates the truth of my observation in my 
letter of the 13th January, namely, that the fortress of Keampore was not Uien 
in existence, and has been subsequently built, or that its possessor was then iti 
obeilience, and has since been induced to resist the authority of your Excel* 
lency’s Aumil ; ki both which cases, alike, the recent disturbance in Dureeabad 
must be ascribed to tl)e Aumil’s neglect or rapacity. 

Your Excellency’s second remark, witli reference to Nandparra and Kewayee, 
proves merely tiiat the force of the British arms, if applied, can destroy all 
the means of resistance on the part of your Excellency's subjects ; a fact 
which has never been denied : but the justice of applying that force to such a 
purpose, and even tiie permanent advantages of such measures, are the quest- 
tions now under discussion ; and, with a reference to these, I maintain, that the 
true principle of attachment to j'our Excellency’s Government will still be 
wanting in your subjects, the disposition to revolt will remain, nay, .that this 
must be ever the case under the present system of your administration. 

Your Excellency next observes, that you “have ever afforded, and do 
“ constantly dispense, the most ample justice to your subjects,” &c. Were 
the case as your Excellency has stated it, this di.scussion could never have 
commenced. Your well-wisher, and the Government which he represents, 
must ever be gratified and pleased by receiving reports and observing examples 
of your justice : but it is certainly fair to reply, that a desci iptioii of your 
Excellency’s justice which flows from your own pen, be the colours of it ever 
so glowing, cannot be received as an argument in discussions of , a nature like 
this } aud that the fertility, produce, and population, admitting th.em all to bo 

proved, 


Letter 

from jlencleat at 
Luckn9ir, 



296 OUDE PAPERS. 

Aiang^'l^liticat 
Coittultation*, 

SSiJune 18112. ' 

•Letter" 

from S«udent at 
Lucknow. 


Your Excellency proceeds to remark, that the apprehension of Aman 
** Sing was not a matter of diiiiculty/* and that no Resident at your durbar 
** had ever refused you assistance for the purpose of seizing murderers and 
•** robbers,” &c. 

To this 1 reply : that though tlie apprehension of criminals be, as formerly 
stated, the duty of the police, I have never absolutely refused, nor shall I here- 
after refuse, to afford the aid of our troops in a case of necessity for that 
purpose. But the aid of our troops to an Aumil, a Cutwal, or a Thanadar, for 
the seizure of a murderer or a robber, is one thing, and the support of an Aumil 
or a farmer in the collection of his just or unjust demands of revenue from the 
landholders, is another. And as, from the tenor of the Aumil’s arzee, con- 
veyed to me by your Excellency's letter of 17th December last, it was evident 
that his object in the requisition for military aid was not limited to the appre- 
hension of Aman Sing, but embraced the enforcement of his demands against 
all the landholders in bis district, it became my indispensable duty to hesitate 
about the employment of our troops. 

Your Excellency has next argued, or seemed to argue, from the terms of the 
treaty of 1801, that ** as the obligation to defend, &c. is expressly stated, and 
** the right to arbitrate is not declared in that treaty, the British Government 
** roust 1^ bound to receive implicitly the assertions of your Excellency’s 
** Government and its officers, and to act on them without investigation or 
” inquiry,” &c. 

To this argument I reply, in* the first place, generally, that an obligation to 
defend or protect, of necessity requires in the contracting party a paramount, 
•and in some respects, a controlling authority over the party to be defended or 
protected. And, secondly, that defence or protection against “ enemies** as 
in the words of the treaty in question, requires that the enmity be proved. 
Till it be apparent, therefore, or proved to the satisfaction m the British 
Government, that your Excellency’s landholders are indeed the enemies of the 
State, and withhold its just revenues without any just cause or pretext, without 
the plea of a farmer’s extortion, the British Government can never be bound to 
punish or coerce those landholders; for, if so, the British Government must be 
bound to commit oppression and tyranny, which are certainly not compre* 
bended in the letter or spirit of its obligation under the treaty of 1801. The 
right of investigation must therefore be necessarily implied ; it must consti-. 
lute an essential part of the engagement to defend and protect ; and the disbe- 
lief, or the hesitation to believe, the assertions of your Excellency’s Government, 
is a necessary and unavoidable consequence of the present system of your admi- 
nistration, under which the simple assertion of an interested Aumil or farmer is 
the only proof to be obtained since there is no court of justice, no legal 
tribunal in your .dominions, where disputes between the Aumils and landholders 
can be heard, where just demands might be distinguished from extortion. 

Your Excellency would seem particularly averse to being placed or con- 
sidered in the light of a plaintifi or defendant, with relation to the subjects of 
your Government yet the true and exclusive characteristic of a just and vir- 
tuous Government is that which your Excellency would avoid. The just and 
obvious relation between every Government and Its subjects, the reciprocal 
«ature of their rights and obligation to each other, require that both should 
ireguently appear in the character which your Excellency objects to; but in 

this 


proved, of a country whose revenues are collected at the point of the sword or 
the bayonet, can never Im stated as proofs of the virtuous government of that • 
country. The proofs of a virtuous government, of the justice and moderation 
•of a sovereign, and his impartial administration of the laws, are the willing 
allegiance of the people, their, attachment to the person of their prince and 
obedience to their immediate rulers, their voluntary payment of the revenues, 
and the absence of any necessity for the employment of military force. 

Such is the well-known condition of the Honourable Company’s possessions, 
and such would soon be the state of the whole of j'our Excellency’s country 
under the system of administration proposed. 



O U 1) E PAPERS. 


Q97 


ibis there is no dcgratlation of the Goveniincnt, no diminution of its 
lawful authority or power. Is the power or consequence of tlie British 
Government in India diminislicd by its practice in this respect with a refe- 
rence to the lowest of its subjects ? In every district of our dominion.s 
a court of justice, a legal tribunal, is established, before * which the Go- 
vernment appears or may be cited, as a plaintiff or defendant, every day. Its 
constituted agents arc in constant attendance on those courts, for the purpose 
of asserting its rights and establishing its claims against the landholders and 
every other description of its subjects, whose reciprocal claims and demands 
are tried by the same tribunals j and till the justice of a demand on the part of 
the Government be acknowledged or proved, no military force, no legal means 
can be employed to coerce the meanest of its subjects. 
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Your Excellency next proceeds to suppose what you are pleased to term an 
impossible case, that “ the British Government should insist on ascertaining 
“ the truth of the subject in dispute before the assistance be afforded ami 
for this case you are pleased to suggest a provision, namely, “ that agreeably 
“ to the statement of the Aumil, you will depute an Ameen to the district,” 
&c. To which I shall first reply, that the orders of my employers, the com- 
mands of the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council, are express 
for the appointment of an Ameen, on my own part, to investigate the matter in 
dLsputc in concert with your Excellency's officers ; and, secondly, that the 
measure which your Excellency has proposed would, in ray mind, prove 
totally useless. The connivance of your Excellency's Ameen with your Aumil, 
under the present system of your Government, would be the necessary result 
of his deputation. The statement of the Aumil would be confirmed in your 
Excellency’s belief by the report of your Ameen, and the double wages of 
corruption would fall to be paid by the landholders. An Ameen on the part of 
our Goverment is therefore indispensable, with a view to its end of impartial 
justice between your Excellency’s farmers and landholders: but that “the 
“ necessary effect of such a measure would be the diminution of your Excel- 
“ lency's consequence, and numerous evils besides,” I am by no means pre- 
pared to admit ; for if the employment of the Company's troops to enforce 
your Excellency's demands be not a diminution of your consequence, it is 
difficult to conceive how the appointment of a single person as an Ameen, 
who will merely accompany the troops, should produce the effect which you 
describe. 


To the genuine friendship and kindness of the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General in Council, from which your Excellency has stated your 
expectations in the concluding paragra{)hs of your letter, I ascribe in a similar 
spirit the wise and virtuous system of Government which his Lordship has 
recommended to your adoption, as w’ell as the necessary alternative of your 
adoption of that system in the appointment of Ameens j and I am satisfied, 
nay, your Excellency roust be satisfied, that his Lordship in Council woukl 
never have proposed this system, or its alternative, for your choice, if’ he had 
not been fully convinced of the perfect practicability of your acquiescence, 
without injury to your just rights and authority, as well as of the necessity of 
the measures in question, with a reference to the true interests and reputation 
of your Excellency’s Government and his own. In reply to your Excellency’s 
concluding appeal to ray friendship, and your caution against indifference, or 
delay, in taking measures for the punishment of your subjects, I can only refer 
you to the assurance which I conveyed at the close of my letter under date the 
15th January. The remedy for past, and preventive of future losses, consist in 
your adoption of the system so earnestly recommended by my employers, 
and frequently urged to you by me, on the fullest conviction of its advantages, 
and from the purest motives of friendship. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident, 


1. G 
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Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
25 June 1B12, 


Ea' tract Letter from Mr. Secretari/ Kdmonstove to the Resident at Luclno'w, 

dated ^2QlhJunc 1812. . 


Letter !• Under the direction of tiie Right Honourable the Governor-General iii 

from Secretary to Council, 1 have BOW the honour to reply to your several despatches of the dates 
Government. noted ill the margin.* 


2. His I.ordbhip in Council considers you to have successfully replied to 
the several points of his Excellency the Vizier’s letter, containing his answer to 
yours of the 15th January, especially to that part of his Excellency’s letter in 
whicii he disputes the right of the British Government to ascertain, by means 
■which can alone be deemed calculated to produce a satisfactory result, the 
justice of the cause in which the services of its troops may be required. You 
■will observe, that the Governor-General, in his letter to the Vizier of the 8th 
ultimo, has asserted that right, and you will, of course, continue to maintain 
it. On the receipt of ids Excellency’s reply to that letter, the CJovernor- 
General in Council will be enabled to judge what measures it may be advisable 
to pursue, with a view either to the elficient exercise of the right in question, 
or to the more fundamental object of a reform in the system of his Excellency’s 
administration. 


3. You very properly frustrated the Vizier’s attempt to convert the alleged 
necessity for the employment of the British troops at Bertaubgluir, lor the 
apprehension of the robbers infesting the district of Elahabad, into the means 
of placing those troops at the disposal of the Aumil for the purpose of oppres- 
sive coercion ; and the guardetl instructions which you issued on that occasion 
lo the commanding officer at I’ertaubghur are entirely approved. 


Bengal Political 
Coiisu]tation.s, 
4 July 1812. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 4<t/i July 1812. 


T.etter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To N. B. Edmonstonc, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir ; 

I. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 8th ultimo, in reply to iny despatch of the I4lh of April last, having refe- 
rence to the proceedings, political and military, W'hicli have taken place at this 
court and in the district of Mohumdic, with regard to the marauder Budjha 
Sing, and conveying the sentiments and commands of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council for the guitlance of my conduct, in the case 
of a continued opposition on the part of his Excellency the Vizier to the mea- 
sures and arrangements suggested for the seizure or destruction of that ma- 
rauder. 


2. By a despatch which I have recently received from tlje Resident at Delhi, 
it appears that the employment of a portion of the irregular cavalry, commandctl 
by Captain Skinner, in the pursuit of the rebel Budjlia Sing, is for the prc.sent 
totally impracticable; but it is satisfactory, at the same time, to be assured by an 
official communication from the commanding officer of the troops at Scetapore, 
that the active and zealous exertions of the detachment employed at IVIohumdie 
have superseded the necessity for the measure, which has thus proved to be 
impracticable ; anti it is still more satisfactory to me to be enabled to report to 
the Government an apparently sincere, and if so, a most salutary change, in 
the disposition of his Excellency the Vizier, with a reference to our just views, 

and 


■* 12tli May, enclosing translation.s of your correspondence with his Excellency the Vizier, on the 
subject of the depredations committed in the district of Elahabad by persons [hiding refuge in the 
Vizier’s contiguous territory. 

12th May, enclosing translations of a letter from the Vizier, founded on the correspondence 
reported on the uhovernentioned despatch, replying to your letter o[‘ l.^th .Imiuary and ot your 
an.swer. 
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aiul to the conduct of his olliccrs and sul)jccts, in regard to the niarautlcr 
Budjha Sing. 

3. At a conference with his Excellency the Vizier on the morning of tlie 1 8th 
instant, encouraged by the liberal and gratifying support which the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor- General in Council has been recently pleased to afford 
to me, in the terms of your despatch under dale the 8th ultimo (the original of 
the enclosure of which has not yet been received), I took a full and comprehen- 
sive review of his Excellency’s untoward proceedings and unliappy disregard of 
my advice, with a reference to a number of questions that were theti dcpentling 
between the two Governments, and had long been the subjects of discussion 
between his Excellency and me. 


15e'nj;iil Politiral 
(’otfsultatums, 

4 July 1812. 

Lt'tttr 

Iroin Kc.JtU nt at 
Lucknow. 


4. The result of our conference on that occasion was far more satisfactory, 
with a reference to every question which it embraced, than the effect of any 
communication or remonstrance w'hicli I had offered to Ins Excellency the Vizier 
since Lord Minto’s departure from the Presidency, on his Lordship’s expedition 
to Java; and among the salutary effects of my representations on this occasion, 
I have genuine satisfaction in reporting to you, for his Lordship in Councirs 
information, the unconditional reappointment ofTuiisccu Alee Kluui to the 
office of Nazir of the Khoord inulil, ais well as the Vizier’s cheerful acquies- 
cence in some important measures recommended by me with a reference to 
Jludjha Sing, and the satisfactory adjustment of a few other subordinate points 
on which we liad long differed in opinion, and regarding wliicli his Excellency’s 
compliance with my suggestions seemed equally just and desirable. 

5. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government on the primary subject of his despatch, the enclosed copy of a 
letter which I have recently received from Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, with 
copies and translations of a mandate and proclamation, under the seal of his 
Excellency the Vizier, which have l»ecn issued at my suggestion, to the Aumil 
and population at large of the districts of Khyral)a<l and Jiloluimdic, and copies 
of which are to be circulated, under my instructions, w ith his Excellency’s con- 
currence, by the commanding officer at Sectaporc. 

I have, 8c c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. IIailme, 

20th June 1812. Resident. 


To Major J. Baillic, Re.sident, See. 8cc. Lucknow. Letter from 

5ii‘ : I.iL’Utt njHit-Colone] 

1. Having received instructions from Lieutenant-General ( Jiampagnc, com- Adams, 
nianding the army in the field, to remand into cantonments the whole or such part 
of Captain Maepherson’s iletachmcnt, as I may deem pro|)er, and the Lieutenant- 
General, adverting to the near ujjprouch of the rains, having at the same time 
expressed his hopes that no part of the detachment may he required during tliis 
season, I do myself the honour to acquaint yon, that being on my own part 
likcwi.se of opinion Budjha Sing will not he able, if so iiicliiie<l, to collect a sutli- 
cient number of followers during the periodical rains, I have, therefore, in con- 
formity to the Lieuteuaut-Gcncrars instructions, rccallctl the whole of Captain 
Maepherson’s detachment into cantonments. 


2. I take the liberty t)F suggesting, that a proclamation to the Zemindars, See. 
i'aainst harbouring or giving countenance to Budjha Sing in future, may pos- 
sibly be attended with good effect. 


Scctaporc, 

Htli June 1812. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Vf. Adams, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
at Scctaporc. 


Translation 
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Bengal Political 
C4>ui$uhatipns, 
4. July 1B12. 


Tramlal 'ion of a Shookha addressed lo Ilukeou Mehdi Alee Khan, Aumil of 

Kht/rahad and Mohumdic. 

The enclosed proclamation, issued by order of the Presence to the Zemindars, 
&c. in your Eiaka, is transinittcd to you for the purpose of promulgation. You 
will further write to your deputy, directing him at all times to seize and despatch 
to the Presence any person or persons residing in his Eiaka, whom the coui- 
ntanding officer of the troops at Sectapore may point out as desert'ing of this 
treatment. 


Proclamation. 

Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, Chowdries, Canoongocs, Ryots, 
and inhabitants at large of llie districts of Khyruhad and Mohumdic, tliat if 
any one shall hereafter admit or afford protection iii his village or house to the 
rebel Budjha Sing, or to any of the adherents or followers of that rebel, or shall, 
on any account, or in any manner w'hatcver, be aiding or abetting Budjha Sing or 
his accomplices, or shall purchase or receive in deposit any article of property or 
effects plundered by those marauders, the person so offending, on proof of such 
offence, shall be forever expelled from his zemindary, as well as banished from 
his country for life, and otherwise severely punished : and whosoever shall ap- 
prehend, or cause to be seized, the rebel Budjha Sing alive, or shall bring his 
head as a proof of his destruction, shall receive, as a reward for this service, a 
village free from assessment yielding a hundred rupees per annum, to him and 
his heirs for ever. 

True translations : 

(Signed) J. Baii.lie, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That the Resident at Lucknow be informed, in reply to the fore- 
going despatch, of the Right Honourable the Governor-Ocncral in Council’s 
high satisfaction at the communication which it contains, but which does not at 
present suggest the necessity of any detailed observations or any additional 
instructions. 


Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Consultations* 

21 Aug. 1812. The 215^ August 1812. 


Letter To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

from Kesident o- 

Lucknow. Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 22d ultimo, conveying an extract from the proceedings of the Govermneiit 
in the Judicial Department, under date the 18th ultimo, and the commands of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council with a reference to those 
proceedings. 

2. In obedience to his Lordship’s commands, I have prepared and submitted a 
translation of the whole of the proceedings in question for the perusal of his 
Excellency the Vizier, to whom I hav’e addressed a letter in the terms of the 
accompanying document, the result of which shall be communicated to you 
hereafter, for his Lordship in Council’s information. 

3. If the Vizier shall prove disposed to evade the adoption of measures for 
the apprehension of those leaders of banditti who are known to reside in Baraitcli, 
on the ground of a scarcity of troops, or from the still more probable motive o 
a wish to screen the Zemindars from the consequences of an enquiry into then^ 
conduct, which would probably lead to their conviction in the case of the scizuic 
of a few of the principal marauders, I submit, for the consideration of t ic 
Government, the expediency of detaching a portion of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s troops from the neighbouring station of Sccrora to ])roceed to Atrow a 
and Bulrampore, and seize the persons of such marauders as may be found o 
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reside in those district, without any reference to die Viziei* or to the local auUio- 
i-ity of the Aumil, as was done on a recent occasioq, at the suggestion of the 
Magistrate of Elahabad, with a reference to the district of Pertaubghiir. 

4. I am induced to offer this suggestion by the constant disavowal, on the part 
of his Excellency the Vizier, and of his Aumils and landholders, of the residence 
of banditti in his territory, and by secret information which I possess of the 
haunts of a few of the marauders, obtained through the medium of an Hirkar- 
rah, now in my service, who has long resided in Baraitch. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

5 th August 1812. Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 3d August 1812.) 

I have already frequently had the honour of addressing your Excellency on 
the subject of the robberies and depredations, attended by atrocious murders, 
committed in the district of Juan pore, Sarun, and Tirhoot, by a banditti known 
to reside and to find protection in your Excellency’s province of Baraitch, and 
to be supported and encouraged by some of the principal landholders in that 
province, particularly by Lootf Alee Khan, Jehangeer Khan, and Newul Sing,- 
Zemindars of Atrowla and Bulrampore, who are stated and believed to receive 
a considerable share of the booty acquired by those marauders. 

Your Excellency must be aware, that my repeated and urgent applications on 
this subject have been hitherto totally unavailing; and consequently it caniiot 
excite your surprize, that the reports and proceedings of the Magistrates of the 
several districts which have so long been subjected to the depredations of those ma- 
rauders, should have ultimately engaged the serious attention of the Government, 
and have appeared to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council to 
require a more direct and a more urgent representation of the state of the case to 
your Excellency, with a view to the adoption of effectual measures for the pre- 
vention of an evil of such magnitude as the frequent incursions of this banditti 
into the Honourable Company’s dominions. 

I have accordingly received the commands of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council to submit, for your Excellency’s perusal, the 
enclosed extracts from his Lordship in Council’s proceedings, in the Judicial 
department of his administration, by which it will appear to your Excellency to 
be clearly and satisfactorily proved, that the principal leaders at least, if not the 
whole of the banditti who attacked the treasure escort in the district of Sarun, 
and carried off the sum of 4,000 rupees, after murdering, or wounding so as to 
disable, the whole of the guard who protected it, as well as the leaders of the 
several gang^ who formerly committed depredations in the districts of Juanpore 
and Tirhoot, are the subjects of your Excellency’s Government, residing in the 
province of Baraitch, protected and encouraged by Lootf Alee Khan, Jehangeer 
Khan, and Newul Sing, the landholders of Atrowla and Bulrampore. 

Under these circumstances, I am commanded by his Lordship in* Council to 
suggest, and indeed to urge in the strongest manner, to your Excellency, the 
necessity of your adopting immediate and effectual measures for the seizure and- 
surrender of the several leaders of Banditti, whose persons and places of residence 
are particularly described in the accompanying statement received from the 
magistrate of Sarun ; and further, for the due investigation of the conduct, and 
eventually the exemplary punishment, of those Zemindars, by whom the marau- 
ders' in question are stated and believed to be protected. 

The necessary measures to be adopted for the acconiplishmeut of those ends 
are so simple and easy in their execution, that I shall leave them to your Excel- 
lency’s judgment without any further remark; requesting, however, to ' be 
apprized, for his Lordship in Council’s information, of the measures which your 

4 H Excellency 


Ben^ Politfeaf 
Ceuiultstions, 
21 Aug. 1812* 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknovr. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



OUDEPAPERS. 


Dongsl -Folkipirt 
31 Aug. I 3 I& 


30t^ 


« 


Excelieocy raay adupt, aaid expressing^ my readittess to offtr my assktance and 
advice, if your Excellency shail be pleased to inquire them. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Ba.il LIE, 

Resident. 


On the 1 Ttb instant, tlie following repfy to the foregoing letter was ordered to 
be written to the Resident at Lucknow. 


To, Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

from Secretary to ^ 

Government. 1 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 5tli 
instant, reporting your proceedings under the instructions of Government, con- 
veyed to you in my despatch of the 22d ultimo, on the subject of the apprehen- 
< sion of certain leaders of banditti and decoits protected in the province of Ba- 

rakch, and suggesting the expediency of detaching a portion or the Honourable 
Cempaoy’s troops from Secrora to proceed to Atrowla and Bulrampore, and seize 
the persons of such marauders as may be found to reside m those districts, with- 
out any reference to the Vizier or to the local authority of the Aumil, as was 
done on a recent occasion, at the si^gestion of the Magistrate of Elababad, in 
the district of Pertaubghur. 


2. The tenor of your letter to his Excellency the Vizier is entirely approved 
by the Governor-General in Council. With regard to the suggestion above 
referred to 1 am directed to state the following observations. 

3. That suggestion » expressed in terms which create a doubt in the mind of 
lus Lordship in Council with respect to the exact nature of it, or the measures 
actually adopted in the district of Pertaubghur, to which you refer, as the 
measures which you propose to be authorized on the present occasion do net 
seem to correspond with ^e description contained in your letter now acknow- 
ledged. You propose that the British troops should be authoraed to proceed 
to Atrowla and Bulrampore, and seize the persons of such marauders as »av be. 
found to reside in thou districts, without reference to the Vizier or to the weal 
authority of the Aumil. In the case -to which you refer, however, the orders 
issued by you to the commanding officer at Pertaubghur, directing, “ on receiv- 

ing information of the place of Kishen Sing's concealment, either from the 

Magistrate of the district of Eiahabad, or from the Vizier’s AumB of Per* 
** taubgbur, to take the necessary measures for the apprehension of that 
“ marauder,” were communicated to the Vizier previously to their being des- 

E atched. The mode of proceeding, therefore, adopted on that occasion, cannot 
e said to have beeu adopted without any reference to the Vizier, if, howevep, 
your proposition is to be understood in a more limited sense, that is to sa^’, if 
you intended, as in the former case, previously to apprize his Excellency of the 
nature of the orders tu be issued, and obtain his consent, and by the expressioB 
re^ence to the Vizier or bi§ Aumil” you merely meant that after obtmning 
his Excellency ’s general concurrence in the proposed measuEe, the troops should 
at liberty to proceed to the apprehension of the marauders on receiving intel- 
ligence of the place of their concealment, without any additional reference or 
commimicatioa to tlm Vizier or to the Aumil, of course no ol^odea exists to 
this mode of proceeding, because the only direction would arise lions the wmit of 
the Vizier's consent, which is not suppos^ in this case. 

I have, &c. 

FortpWIIliaw, (Sigeed) N. B. 

17 th August 1 » 12. Chief Seeretaiy to ^loucMOWet. 


On a further consideration of the proposition contained in the above letter from 
!thc Resident at Lucknow ; 

Ordered. iThat the foUawingfuEthecinAtMCtioiis be adjubwOsedfo the Resident. 

To 
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Sir: 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


1. A furthq* consideratioo of the proposition cootained in your despatch of 
the 5th instant, to which l^bad the honour to reply, under the orders of Govern- 
ment, by my letter^ of the 17th, has suj|gestea to the Rig^t Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council the expediency of endeavouring to obtain the 
Vizier's consent to a modified employment of the British troops stationed within 
his dominions, for the apprehension of robbers and criminals who find a refuge 
and asylon thcrem freoi the pursuit ofjuatic& 


Bengal Politiosl 
Consullationa. 
21 Aug. 1812. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Goremment. 


2. Adverting to the interest wbiicK under the existing system of the Vizier's 
Government, bis Aumils and Zemindars have in conniving at the depredations 
and protecting the persons of professional robbers, a material advantag e would 
be gained by our possessing the liberty of employing our troops, in certain cases, 
for the apprehension of tudi criminab without prevtons reference to the Viader 
at* to the oftcera of the district, in which they may be concealed. The cases kt 
which this, empfoyment of our troops is alone contemplated are, when tfae coim 
manding officer may receive authentic mteUigence, that any of the maraudsra 
whose scizDce is desiied are concealed at some, place within the distance of a rapbl 
march from the station of the troops, and may have, reason to believe that, by 
the delay of a reference to the Vizier, or of application to the Aumil or Zemindar 
of the district, or even of die tatter's knowledge that such movement is intended, 
the opportunity of effecting the seizure wouta be lost, or would he defeated. 

3. Strong objections oppose the measure of authorizing such a system of 
proceeding without the Vizier’s consent.; for although it is true, that even without 
such consent that system might be rendered necessary, and might finally be 
justified by provocations even of a negative kind, such a& the refusal or the 
negTect of the Vizier to afford the assistance which we have a right to require 
against rebels and plunderers who take shelter in his territories, yet to redress 
ourselves at our own baodsi in the manner above stated, would be a measure of 
at least modified hostility, and would throw a degpree of perplexity upon the 
iiature of our relations with Oude, in regard to the change which such a state of 
aifoirs might be supposed to ^erate upon them, as might create inconvenience 
and embarrassment of various kinds;, and It is, moreover, extremely dbsirableto 
avoid any act which would afford to the Vizier even a plausible ground for com- 
plaining of a breach of treaty, as the movement of troops, and any operation 
executed by them without reference t» him, for purposes of our owp, would 
ptobably do. 

4. Ror these reasons, bis Lordship in eouncU is not prepared to authorize the 
Qmpli^nMat of our troops in the manner above suggested, wUhoul a reference 
to the.' Vizier, and without a general, if not a specific consent on bis part. It is, 
tbere&MQ, the deaire of bis Lordship in Council, that you should request, and 
^wfeavonr to obtain, the Vizier’s consent to such orders for the sudden march of 
detachments, in the cases only of the emergencies described, being issued to the 
officers in command at the frontier stations within bis Excellency’s dominions, 
and that the application for this general sanction to the measure should be made to 
the Vizier, without specifying any particular case for which that power may be 
desired^ but upon tbe general and well established ground* that such occasions for 
the immediate employeaent of troops may^ and actually do arise, and tl^ 
without the power requested, k must occasionaHy happen that the object which 
might otherwise be obtained must be diefeated. 

5. The Vizier beaeepcatedly and solemnfy dedaeed his solicitude for theseizara 
nf the marauders who infest our territories, by means of the refuge which th^ 
find in his own. He cannot, therefore, consistently with these declarations, 
Mrithbold his consent tq the proposed measure, unless be can disprove tbe exigency 
on which the application is founded, or unless hemaintains the probability of oar 
availing ourselves of the solicited privilege, in a manner to disturb the tranquillity* 
ot his country, and to subvert the authority of his govbrOment in the districts 
where that privilege may be exercised : a supposition which, undbr the specified 

circumstances 
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circumstances and icsHc^iong, he would not be warranted 4>,.assui^c, and whic 
you will, of course, be prepared to combat. ■ > > 

, 4 ^ I ^ve,' &c. 

Fort William, . . .(Signed) N. 8.'EijitowsTOisrE, 

Si St August 1812* ■' .Chief Secretary to Govern men 

EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 9 M 1 . August 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government 
Sir: 

1. I solicit the favour of your submitting to the Right Honourable the Go 
vernor-General in Council, for his Lordship in Councils commands on th< 
question to which it has reference, the enclosed copy of a letter which 1 hav< 
this day had the honour of receiving from the Judge and Magistrate of Elaha 
bad. A copy of my answer to that letter is also transmitted for information. 

2. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, 
under date the 31st ultimo, being a continuation of your despatch of the 22(: 
Ultimo, and containing a further extract from the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment in the Judicial Department, a translation of which, and of your lettUl 
conveying it, has been submitted to his Excellency the Vizier. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

15th August 1812. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
28 Aug. 1812. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal PoUlical 
Consultations, 
21 Aug. 1812. 


Letter 

froin Magistrate of 
LJahabad. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. The secure state of the frontier of this district from incursions by Surnam 
Sing, Kishen Sing, &c. and his party, and from Bodia and his followers, is, in 
my opinion, to be ascribed to the vigilant watch which has been kept on their 
movements, and their consequent inability to plan, with their former ease and 
success, those sallies which have so long continued to distress the inhabitants. 


2. I consider the fortunate result of your application to the Vizier for Colonel: 
Kyan’s aid in the apprehension of our fugitives, to have had a most powerful, 
good effect, as it has really alarmed the rebels for their own personal safety, 
and shewn them that, even with the decided protection of theNawaub’s officers 
and Zemindars, they cannot screen themselves from our search, as it manifests 
to his Excellency’s local officers their impotency to expect to grant effectual 
shelter, and rendering them cautious of the consequences of our apprehending 
the offenders within their jurisdiction, after the penalties which have been 
denounced by his Excellency against them, but above all, as it has manifested 
the willing co>operation of his Excellency. 

3. Under these circumstances, I am induced to suggest to you to .)nrg<e bis 

Excellency to the advancement of one step further towards the co.roplete extir* 
pation of the evil, especially as at this moment such reports and circumsjtanti^ 
accounts reach me of the anxiety and preparations of the fugitives, as, leave no ; 
doubt in my mind of their intention to take advantage of the first oppoclimity, 
or want of vigilance, on the part the people under my orders, to- effect an 
incursion and plunder. . , , 

4. The plan I propose is nothing -more than* to station an officer's party, 

from Pertaubgbur, or elsewhere, in the vicinity of the harbour and i^ 9 de « the, 
fugitives witltin his Excdlency’s territories j and should you bp able to preyail, 
iii this suggestion, I dbafi hereaRer have thq honour pe adyite you of^thi 
advantageous position for, tbe4etacbaieht. , , . - > 
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Bengal PaliticMl 
Consultations, 
2b Aug. ]8i2. 

Letter 

from Mtigisirate at 
Eiahabad. 


6. It is unnecessary Tor me I presume to uphold what I have said, by proofs 
of the fugitives receiving support and protection within his Excellency’s terri- 
tory. On this point 1 have already assured you ; and although the Vizier may 
hesitate to credit an open disregard of hiis authority, 1 entertain no idea of your 
doubting the fact, or that I possess those proofs which will bear me out in my 
assertions. 

I have, &c. 

Zillah Eiahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescue, 

8th August 1812. Magistrate. 


5. You will readily perceive how much this arrangement may afterwards be 
improved upon, by an intelligent and active officer being chosen''for the duty, 
who may be aided by an establishment of requisite persons to convey to him 
information; and although the chief object of his command maybe copsidered 
merely to prevent the establishment of Kishen Sing, &c. and the assembly of 
his party in the neighbourhood (whence he dways issues), his views may also 
be directed to their seizure. 


To T. Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Eiahabad. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 8th 
instant, suggesting the detachment of a portion of the troops from Pertaubghur 
to take post and be permanently stationed in the vicinity of the principal haunts 
of the marauders, who have recently infested the frontier of the district under 
your jurisdiction. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


2. I concur entirely with you in the expedience of the measure which you 
have proposed, with a view to the ed'ectual protection of the subjects of the 
British Government from the future incursions of those maurauders, and even- 
tually to the seizure of their persons, and having little doubt of the ready acqui- 
escence of his Excellency the Vizier in this measure, if proposed to him with 
the sanction of our Government, 1 shall submit a copy of your despatch to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, for his Lordship in 
Council’s commands, with the least practicable delay. 

3. The previous sanction of the Government seems necessary, to my judg. 
ment, as well as proper, not only with the view of conferring additional weight 
on the representation to be made by me to his Excellency the Vizier, but par- 
ticularly with reference to an arrangement by which a portion of the military 
force is to be withdrawn permanently, or for a considerable period of time, from 
the ordinary place of its cantonment, and fixed in another position. 


4). No inconvenience can arise from the delay which this reference will 
occasion in the execution of the proposed arrangement, because it could 
scarcely, under any circumstances, (save of great emergency) take place before 
the breaking up of the rains or the middle of the ensuing month, by which time 
you will have obtained the most accurate information regarding the fittest 

S osition for the detachment, and 1 shall have had the honour of receiving the 
light Honourable the Governor-General in Council’s commands. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

15th August 1812. Resident. 


To Majoc Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

. Sir; 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
transmitting copies of your correspondence with the Magistrate of Eiahabad, 
on the subject of Mr. Fortescue’a suggestion, that a small detachment from the 
troops at Pertaubghur, be stationed in tlie victnil^of the principal haunts of the 
marauders who have recently infested the frontier of the district of Eiahabad. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Governiuenc. 
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2. The Right Honourable the GoverDOf.Getieral iii Council entirely concurs 

in your opinion of the expediency of the measure suggested by Mr. Fortescue; 
and directs me to desire that you will point out to the Vizier the advantages to 
be expected from that measure*, and request his Excellency’s sanction to its 
adoption. ,, 

3 . It will occur to you* that this arranffement is very similar to that which, 
by iny despatch of the 21st instant, you nave been ^irsf^ted to submit for the 
sanction of his Excellency the Vizier. The latter would include the former, 
excepting so far as relates to the previous inarch of a detachment to a position 
in the vicinity of the haunts of the marauders, for the purpose of being in 
readiness to eflect the seizure of them. Although, therefore, the general per- 
mi-ssion suggested in my last letter should have been obtained, on your receipt 
of this, it will still be necessary to obtain the Vizier’s specific sanction to the 
arrangement proposed in the district of Pertaubghur. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Eumonstonj!;, 

28th August 1 812. Chief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

7’Ac IlM September 1812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

]. In continuation of the subject of my despatch, under date the 5lh instant, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of 
the Government, the enclosed copies and translations of letters which have more 
recently pa.ssed between bis Excellency the Vizier and me on the subject of that 
despateJ). 

2. The measures which have been ultimately adopted, at my recommenda- 
tion, by the Vizier, appear to supersede tire suggestion which was submitted in 
the third paragraph of my former despatch on tins subject, and will, I trust, 
liave the desired effect of preventing any marauders from finding refuge here- 
after in Baraitch, as well as of conducing to the apprehension cd' the principal 
leaders of the gang who have hitherto infested our duminioos. 

3. If the measures adopted on this occasion be approved, I suggest for the 
consideration of the Government, that the adoption of similar measures, and 
the offer of pecuniary rewards for the seizure of the several marauders who have 
recently infested Elahabad, might perhaps supersede the neces.sTty of the 
measure proposed by Mr. Fortescue, and referred for the orders of Guvernnient 
in my despatch of the 13th instant. 

1 have, Ac. 

Lucknow, (Signed) . J. BAii,t.iE, ‘ 

26th August 1812. Resident. 

From His Excellency tlie Vizier. (Reived l6th August 1812, or 7th 

Sfaabaun 1827.) 

I have received two letters from you, the first dated 26 th Rujub (I5rfi instant), 
stating that you had received the orders of Goverainent to solicit my adoption 
of effectual measures for the seizure and punishment of certain deceits and their 
abettors, with a translation of an extract firom the judicial proceedings of the 
Government, and descriptive rolls of the decoits ; *aiid the second, dated the^th 
.Shabaun (1 4th instant), wkfa translations of a letter to your address from’the 
Chief Secretary to Government; and of further proceediogs, in cootiouation, on 
•the subject of your former address. 

With regard to what you have stated of jmt ** former iwqwmt applications, 
^ in cowmiance with th« reomsitkNis of die iudbes, for tbe seizure of thoiw 
' ^ « offenders,’* 
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** affeoders,” kc. (to the end); on the 10th Rubbee<ool'a\iriii or 5^ of Bengal Politicitl 
April last, the copy of au arzee from Balek Ram deceased, late Auniil of 
Baraitob, with Bekbu, &c. eight shegfaalkhors and 3,934 rupees were sent to you.. ^ ‘ 

Your subsequent applications for the seizure of such oflenders have invariably Letter 
been complied with, and orders to that effect have been issued by me to Umer Vizier. 

Sing, Aumil of Baraitch, &c.« copies of whose arzees, in reply, have been regu- 
larly forwarded for your information ; nayt one or two othar offenders, who had 
been seized by the Aumil, have been sent to you, with such property as was 
found bn them. The Aumil, too, has exerted himself to tlie full extent of his 
power for the seizure of all the offenders, and in destroying tbetr ghurries, being 
aware that the apprehension and punishment of such offenders is greatly wished 
for by me; but as the seizure and extirpation of this banditti cannot be expected 
to be produced by the single exertions of the Aumih who, in consequence of the 
limited number of his troops, is unable to keep his own Elaka in good order, it 
appears to me to be advisable that an intelligent English officer, with a detach- 
ment of the Company’s troops, be employed on this service ; and that a confi- 
dential servant be appointed by me, to procure the necessary supplies and attend 
the commanding officer of the detachment, to report to him every particular ; and 
that a shooklia be addressed to the Aumil to the following purport: — That an 
English officer, with a detachment, has been deputed to seize such and such 
deceits and their accomplices, and send them to the Presence ; that the Aumil 
must assist and obey the commanding officer of the detachment in the perfor- 
mance of this duty ; afterwards all such persons as you may point out to be 
seized, orders for their seizure shall be issued by me. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 18th August 1812.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated 7th Shabaun, 
in answer to my two letters of the 26tb Rujub and 5th Shabaun. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that “several deceits and a 
“ large sum of money were seized and recovered by the Aumil of Bafaitch,” &c. 
it is true, as your Excellency has stated-. But a recurrence to my letter to your 
Excellency, under date the 24th Suffur or 21st of March in the last year, con- 
taining a copy of the Magistrate of Goruckpore’s proceedings on that occasion, 
will serve to evince to your Excellency that the success of my application w'as 
ascrihable rather to the vigilance and zeal of the Magistrate and his officers, in 
tracing and following the robbers to their usual haunt and asylum in your Excel- 
lency’s dominions, where they were seen with the stolen property under the 
charge of Lootf Alee Klian, originally suspected and now believed, or rather 
proved, to be their abettor, than to any measures adopted by your Excellency’s 
Aumil or subjects, with a view to putting a stop to those depredations. Indeed, 
there is every reason to believe, that if the Magistrate of Goruckpore and liis 
subordinates had not enabled me to lay before your Excellency the accurate and 
minute information which 1 submitted on that occasion, the detection of the 
robbers and recovery of the money coqld never have taken place, and the failure 
of all my subsequent applications for the seizure of other decoits in the same 
district, affords a sufficient proof of the negligence, at least, of your Excellency ’.s 
officers, if not of their connivance with the offenders. 

In reply to your Excellency’s remark of the inadequacy of the force of the 
Aumil to preserve tlte petme of his district, far more to seize those decoits, and 
your suggestion of the employment of a British force in Baraitch, J submit that, 
as a large detachment of the British troops with a battering train lias been very 
recently employed in the district in question, every fortress and ghurry in which 
was destroyed, and every pow’erful landholder disarmed, it seems impossible now 
to conceive or account for the existence of any place of strength, or even 
twrecy, in the distiict, as an asylum for robliei's tw thieves, save ffie houses and 
vHlages of the landholders who have the power of apprehending those offenders, 

and 
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from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal I'oliucal and Consequently that the employment of regular troo^ cannot, on any princi- 

required, nor be productive of the object in view, but on tlie contrary, 

’ .must rattier impede it; because, if tlie troops be openly employed, the Zemin- 

I^tier dars who protect the marauders must necessarily be appriaed of the measure, 
from Itesident at and will naturally induce and facilitate the escape of those whom it is intenderi 
i.uckuow. to seize, and whom the troops can never’ come up with. My advice to your 
Excellency is, that the measures whi^h were recently adopted, with a view to 
the seizure of Budjha Sing, be had recourse to in the district of Baraitch ; that 
proclamations and instructions to the landholders and Aumil of the district, in 
the terms of those adopted in Mohumdie, be issued without delay in Baraitch, 
and descriptive rolls of the marauders he furnished -to the Aumil, Umer Sing, 
and that penal bonds be required from all the principal landholders, against 
their harbouring any of the marauders, in terms corresponding with those which 
were re([uired uom the Zemindars of Mohumdie. 

The result of these measures, there seems every reason to hope, will be the 
speedy apprehension and punishment of all the principal oflenders, the protec- 
tion of the Honourable Company’s territory and subjects from the depredations 
of the banditti in question, and the acknowledgment of obligation, on the part 
of the British Government, to your Excellency, for your ready acquiescence iu 
its views. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bailuk, 
Itesident. 


Letter From His Excellency the V’izier. (Received the 25th August 1812, or l6th 
from the Vizici. Shabaun 1227.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 18th, in reply to mine of the l6th 
instant, on the subject of the inutility of detaching British troops for the appre- 
hension of the marauders culled Shegaikhors, and suggesting that a proclamation 
be issued, and moochulkas be taken from the Zemindars of Baraitch and 
Atrowla, &c. 

Agreeably to your request, a proclamation and orders to take the moochulkas 
.shall be issued to Umcr Sing, Aumil. 

With this view, I enclose drafts of the proclamation, &c. for your perusal. 
You will be pleased to insert the amount of tlie rewards to be ofered on the 
part of your Goveriuuent, for which blanks have been Left in the drafts. 


Endoiurc. To Umct Sing, Aumil of Baraitch. 

The enclosed draft of a moochulka is transmitted to you, by orders from the 
Presence, with instructions to take moochulkas, agreeably to the draft, from Lootf 
Alee Khan and Jehangeer Khan, Zemindars of Atrowla, Newul Sing, Zemindar 
of Bulrampore, and from every Zemindar and Talookadar within your Elaka, and 
forward them to the Presence without delay. 

Draft of the Moochulka. 

I Zemindar, or Talookadar, of the village of , in the Elaka 

of , in the district of Baraitch, do hereby agree and give in writing, 

that if I do hereafter, in any measure, assist, protect, or give asylum in my Elaka, 
village, or house, to Kullundra dacoit, or his follower’s of the tribe of Sheghal- 
khors, a description of whose persons is annexed, or purchase any stolen pro- 
perty from them, or kedp such property in deposit, and this offence shall be 
proved; I be considered as a criminal to the State, and for ever expelled from 
my Zemindary and bouse, and be liable to every other punishment which can 
be inflicted on me. 

In witness wlicreuf, &c. 

Draft of Proclamation. 

Be it known to the Zemindars, Taluokadars, Chowdries, Cauoongoes, Ryots, 
and iiihabitauts at large, of the district of Bulrampore and Atrowla, &c. 
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aU loth^r Clakai and piirfiirahalis in Baraitcli) That if any aiiall hereafter 
adntW or afford prfttection iti il? yUlace or house to KuUundrav or to any of the 
adhireiits orfoUowersof that dec0it,adescriptioii<^ whosepereoiitwkhdMriptions 
of teveral of bis followers) is annexed, or shall on any account) or in any manner 
whatever, be aiding or abetting to KnUundraor hif afronipiioft) nr pur- 
Chua or receive in deposit iwpr articles of property or effects plundered by those 
marauders, the person so o6fending) dh proof of such offsnce, ahall be ibr ever 
expelled from his Zemindaiy, as WipH as Unished from his country for life, and 
otherwise severed punished ; an^ whosoever shaH.apprehend, or cause to be 
S6iz6d| t|)e Mid Kulliidurfi or snail brin|^ bis hcad^ a proof of his cfes* 
traction, shall receive, in reward for^this «?rvice from the Sircar, a village, free 
from assessment, yielding a hundred rupees per annum to him and bis heirs for 
ever, and further the sum of one thousand jLncknow rupees from the Honour- 
able Company’s Government. 

A regard bf five hundred rupees will be given by the British Government to 
any person who shall appreliend, or cause to be seized, any of the principal 
followers of Kullundra, or leaders of gangs of deceits whose persons are des- 
cribed in the margin. 

True translations : 

(Signed) Ji Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier, (Written the 26th August 1812.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter with its enclosures, 
all of which 1 entirely approve. Tl»e blanks in your Excellency’s proclamation 
have been filled up according to your desire, and I suggest that the proclamation 
and instructions to the Aumil be issued without any delay. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your despatch, under date the 
26th ultimo, enclosing copies and translations of letters which had passed 
between you and his Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of the robbers 
wereted in the district of Baraitch, in consequence of the communication and 
inrtruetioDS ennveyed to you in my despatch of the 5fh, from which documents 
itappMi*^bait Jus ExeeUenqr bad, at yoar recommendation, adopted, with regard 
to those robhws, tlie same measures that be had been persoadM to adopt with 
regard-to Sing, and which you coboeive to supersede the suggestions con- 

tained in your former despatch on the same snl^ect, of the Sih ultimo; and if 
adopted, also, with respect to the marauders who have lately infested the district 
of Elababad, and who find refuge in that of Pertaubghur, might equally super- 
set the necessity of the measure proposed by the Magistrate of the former 
district, and referred for the otdm of Government in your despatch of the 15th 
ulthno. 

4* It is satisiactoiy to the Riglit HonouraBle the Governor-General in Council 
to that the Vizier has issnra the orders and the proclamation which you {wo- 

pownl* and htsLoidsbip inConiibiti;oncuibeatir<% m the expediency ot issuing 
the^ttinein thd district of Pertanb;g^r, as ybik have suggested, with a view to 
thenpptehensibn ' cf the nfaraudcrt who have been in tlie habit of infestldg tte 
district of Elahabad ; and you will accoidingly be pleased to make the necCssairy 
^ppheation to the Vizwr on the subject. His Lordship in Ckiundl ktevoa it to 
your discretion, to decide wbetlier or not the adoption of these measures shall 
the proposition of tlie Magistrate,of Elahabad, , described in your des- 
ISthidtimo, and approved ‘by'the 'Governor-Geul'rattn'I^uucil, as 
w^lfied to you in my reply id that despatch. 

4 K 5. It 
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'^gal Political 3. It does not, hotrever, appear to his Lordship in Council, that tljc morn 
1 general arraiigeiiient suggested in the instructions of Government to your address 

-I- ,. *” of the 21st ultimo, need be suspended, in consequence of the measures wliich the 

Vizier has consented to adopt in the district of Baraitch, although you are at. 
liberty to suspend the prescribed proposition, if you should judge it expedient s« 
to do, on grounds which, in that case, you will of course submit to the consU 
deration of Government., 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 

1 Ith September 1812. Chief Secretary to Government, 


Letter To N. B. Ethnonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

from Resident at » 1 » J 

Lucknow. Sir: 

1. lam concerned to have occasion to report to you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council, that her Highness the 
Begum, Sliunis-oon Nissa, has this day quitted the city of Lucknow, and pro- 
ceeded to her jagicr of Pertaubgunge, at the distance of twelve coss, with the 
declared intention of remaining there but for a short time, and then proceeding 
to the Presidency, or to some intermediate station in the Honourable Company’s 
territory, where her residence may hereafter be fixed. 

2. The lamentable detail of those unhappy disputes with her brother-in-law, 
the Vizier, and of her own conseejuent suflerings and distresses, which have at 
length impelled her Highness to take this step, in opposition to my’earne.st 
remonstrance and a<lvice, needs not to be repeated at present for his Lordship in 
Council’s information. 

3. The Vizier sent me a letter to her Highness’s address at a late hour of yes- 
terday evening; and as the terms and manner of the letter were conciliatory, 
and kind in the extreme, I accompanictl the transmission of it with expressions 
of advice and entreaty, on my own part, which I trusted would hav’c some effect. 
Her Highness, after again and again refusing to open or peruse the Vizier’s letter, 
or to receive a communication from him on any subject whatever, at length 
yielded to my entreaty, received tlie letter from my messenger, and promised to 
suspend lier journey for a few days at the least, and to coimminieaic her senti- 
ments to me, though not to his Exccllenc}’, with a reference to the contents of l)i.s 
letter. To my astonishment and concern, about an hour ago, a me.';sagc from 
her Highness, by her Vakeel, informed me of her actual depuiture towards Per- 
taubgunge, and of her intention of explaining to me tlie causes of this move- 
ment by letter, immediately on her arrival at tliat place. 

4. His Excellency the Vizier docs not appear to he much concerned at her 
Highness's departure from Lucknow. He imist he conscious that his own un- 
generous conduct was the only original inducement to this measure, and that a 
timely change of conduct on his part, in coinjiliance with the earnest and 
repeated advice of the British Government aiul its representative, would have 
surticed to prevent her Highness from executing this design. As matters stand, 
he may perhaps consider her departure, after receiving his letter of last night, tO' 
form the ground of a solid argument against the truth of all her former com- 
plaints, and as a vindication of his own conduct towards her in the opinion of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, which is of course the 
principal object in his view. 

5. The transmission of his Excellency’s answer to the Governor- General's let- 
ter, whicii I received on the 2bth ultimo, as reported in my despatch of yes- 
terday’s date, has been suspended by hi.s Excellency’s clesirc, for the purpose of 
revisal and reconsideration. I shall forward a copy of it, and a copy of my 
remarks on the tenor of it, submitted to his Excellency on the 29th ultimo, to 
the secretary in the Persian Department, for his Lordship in Council’s infor- 
mation. 

6. With a reference to the ultimate resolution of her Highness the Bc^^uiti, 
after sjjending some time in her jagicr, it seems to me to be advisable anti con- 
ducive to the happiness and peace, not only of her otvn mllul but of her 'brother’s. 
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if a cordial reconciliation cannot be effectctl between thetii, that l)er Highness 
be permitted to reside in some one of the principal cities within the Uonoinable 
Company's territory ; and I foresee little, if any, difficulty, in inducing the Vizier 
to consent to this measure, or to the subordinate arrangements connected with 
it, having a reference to her Highness’s maintenance, which is of course a burthen, 
on this Government wherever her Highness may reside. 

7. In the case of the Begum’s proceeding towards the Presidency, or of her 
protracted residence in thejagier, I propose detaching a guard of the Honourable 
Company’s troops to attend and protect her Highness on her journey, or during 
lier stay in thejagier. The propriety, and indeed the necessity of this measure, 
with a reference to her Highness's rank, as well as to the safety of her person, 
are apparent, and no objection to this measure can be expected on the part of 
the Vizier. 

I have, See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) .T. Baillie, 

lot September 1812. Resident. 


hengal Political 
('onsultationo, 
11 Sept 1812. 

Letter 
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Lucknow. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the. receipt of your dcspatcli, under date the 
1st instant, on the subject of her Highness Shuins-oon Nissa Begum’s retreat to 
her jagier, and her solicitude to take up her abode within the territories of the 
Honourable Company. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


2. The Right Honourable tlie Governor-General in Council deeply laments 
the failure of all the earnest and repeated endeavours which, aided by direct 
applications on the part of this Government, you have employed, to produce 
such an alteration in the conduct of the Vizier towards her, as by removing the 
distresses to which she has been so long subjected by the injustice and cruelty of 
his Excellency, would have removed her desire to emigrate. 


3. If, ns appears to be the case, all hope of a reconciliation between the Vizier 
and the Begum is extinguished, his Lordship in Council concurs in your sugges- 
tion, that she be permitted to reside at some one of the cities within the llo- 
iiourable Company’s territories, and is of opinion, that Patna would be Ihe ntost 
convenient. Under this arrangement, it will remain to make the necessary 
urrangements fur her subsistence; and bis Lordship in Council is disposed to 
render those arrangements, as far as may be practicable, agreeable to her wishes. 


4. In a letter dated the 27th October 1 802, your predecessor, the late Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Scott, transmitted an earnest application from the Begum for 
permission to proceed to Kerbnlla, and she at that time proposed that the col* 
lections from her jagier should he made by her own servants, subject to the 
authority and guidance, or in other words, under the guarantee of the British 
Government, atui that after paying such salaries as she should appoint, the 
balance should be remitted to her montlily, or annually, through the officers of 
that Government. She proposed, also, that the provisions supplied for her use 
from the Vizier’s kitchen should be commuted for an annual payment in money, 
and the amount be remitted to her. 


6. Tlic whole of the Begum’s requests were complied with, as appears by 
the reply of the 13ih November 1802 to the late Resident’s letter, above men- 
tioned ; hut the Begum’s relinquishment of her design precluded the agitation of 
the question with the Nawaub Vizier. 

G. The' Governor-General in Council would not object to a similar arrange- 
ment on the present occasion ; but the consent of the Vizier would be nedessary, 
and it is probable that his Excellency would be disinclined to admit the inter- 
vention of the proposed guarantee. 

7. A preferable arrangement would be, to commute the jagier for a stipend 
equal to its proiluce, his Excellency paying the amount regularly into your trea- 
sury, and the collector of the station at which the Begum may reside, paying the 
same to her by fixed instalments from his. To this arrangement, on the other 

hand. 



S12 OUDE PAPERS. 

haml, llie Begum might ol^ect ; but ypu may not, pethap^ find it diitienh ta 
overcome her objectionsk Yon are anthonzed, htilrever, fb acRu^ the mode of 
providing for her subsistehce cither way, and’tha aiQtiatihfeiitbfIt fe acoot^ngfy 
left to your discretion; although yon wilt endeavour, prtifentbly,' to catty 
second suggested arrangement info efibcL 

8. i am directed to add, tliat it is by no iheaaa advisable, nor, onder the reso> 
lution now adopted, can it for any purpose be necewaiy, the BegcMn should 

proceed, as she appears to have intended, to the Prestoency ; and, therefore, if 
she should strii entertain that design, you will dissuade ber from earryiiw it 
into effect. , . 

9> His Lordship in Council entirely approves your having furnished her n itli 
an escort of the Honourable Company's troops, to attend and protect her 
Highness on her joum^ to, and during her continuance in heryagier, and you 
arc, of course, authorized to furnish her with an etcort On her journey to the 

station at which she is to reside within the British territories. 

• * 

10. When bis Lordship in Council shall be apprized of the result of your 
proceedings under these instruction^ such orders as may be necessary, will he 
issued to the civil officers at the place of her destined residence. 

11. Your despatch of the 3 1st ultimo, to which the fifth paragraph of your 
letter now acknowledged refers, has not yet been received. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N. B. EnMOKSTOiie, 

1 1 th September 1812. Chief Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

T/te 2d October 1812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, datetl the 
21st and 28th ultimo, and to transmit to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor General in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter, on 
tile subject of those despatches, which 1 have addressed to his Excellency the 
Vizier. 

2. At a personal conference with his Excellency on the morning of the 12th 
instant, I took pains to convince him of the essential benefits to be derived by 
both States from the arrangement prescribed by your dispatches, and suggested 
in my letter to his Excellency, the draft of which I su^itted to him on that 
occasion. Tlie Vizier desired the letter to be sent to him immediately, and pro- 
mised to pay due attention to its contedts, and to the further remarks on the sub- 
ject of it which I submitted at our conference. My present opinion is, tbat bis 
Excellency will readily concur in the measure of stationing a portion of oar troops 
on the frontier of tlie district of Pertaubghur, but that his Excellency wHI start 
many objections .to the other part of the arrangement proposed, iwmoly, that 
of a general licence to the commanding-officers of our troops for theseizuNre bf 
marauders in Ids dominions, without previous reference on every occasion to 
himself. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J« Bailux,. t 

19A1 September 1812. Resident.. 

' To 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultationg^ 
2 Oct. 1812. 


BcMgtr Folilital 
11 

from ^ fo ii ry to 
Govemmeiit.. 



O U D E PAPERS. 


SI 3 

To His Excellency the Vizier. ('Written the 12th September 1812.) Bengal Political 

CoHiultutioiM, 

Some time ago, Mr. Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate of Elahabsid, with a oct. isiti. 
the view of endeaveuring to put a stop to tlie very serious and alarming depre- I’^r 

dations committed in the district under his charge, by gangs of marauders and Re,ident at 

banditti hnding refuge in the frontier districts of your Excellency’s territory, Lucknow, 
suggested to me an apparently efficient, and in all respects an unobjectionable 
aritingement, to be carried into effect with your Excellency’s knowledge and 
concurrence, namely, that of stationing a small portion of the British troops in 
some convenient position on the frontier of the district of Pertaubghur, to watch 
the motions of the marauders, and to profit by every opportunity of seizing 
their persons, as well as to deter the surrounding Zemindars from harbouring 
them or affording them assistance. 

Although satisfied, in my own mind, of the wisdom and propriety of this 
arrangement, and assured of your Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the 
views and motives with which it was proposed, I delayed submitting it to your 
Excellency till I should refer it for the consideration of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, and obtain a communication of his Lordship's 
sentiments regarding it. 

Having now had the honour of receiving his Lordship in Council’s com- 
mands on the subject, I of^r, with additional confidence, the following respectful 
suggestions for your Excellency's mature consideration. It is obvious that the 
prevention of depredations in the Honourable Company’s dominions, and occa- 
sionally also in your Excellency’s, by persons finding refuge in this country, or on 
the common frontier of the two States, and the seizure and punishment of such 
offenders, must on-general principles form an object of great interest and mutual 
importance to both States, and that in as far as the subjects of our Government 
may be supposed to be the principal sufferers by those depredations, and the 
chief asylum of the marauders to be found within your Excellency’s territory, 
your Excellency must be peculiarly desirous of the accomplishment of the 
object in view. Now experience has fully convinced us, that your Excellency’s 
repeated and most positive orders to the officers and subjects of your Govern- 
ment for the seizure of the marauders in question, and against their finding an 
asylum in your territory, are inadequate to the purpose proposed, since the 
atrocities of the banditti have increased instead of being put a stop to in any 
degree ; and it follows, as a necessary consequence, that some new and more 
effectual arrangement should be devised, and that your Excellency should 
cheerfully concur in the execution of that arrangement, if it be unobjectionable 
on any other grounds. The arrangement proposed by the Judge and Magis- 
trate of Elahabad, and approved by the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral in Council, as being in fact the only efficient or beneficial plan to be devised, 
must, therefore, 1 am satisfied, receive your Excellency’s entire approbation, 
and your assistance in carrying it into effiect. 

1 therefore propose to your Excellency, that a portion of the Honourable 
Company’s troops, now stationed at Belagath, in your Excellency’s district of 
Pertaubghur, be detached to a convenient station on the frontier of that district, 
and there cantoned for a season, or permanently, as circumstances may suggest, 
and that your Excellency’s Aumil of Pertaubghur be directed to furnish ground 
and materials for a small cantonment on that frontier, in a position to be hereafter 
selected by the Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad. An arrangement similar to 
this, having reference to the marauder, Budjha Sing, had effect, as your Excel- 
lency knows, for a considerable period of time, on the frontier of Khyrabad and 
Mohumdie. 

As connected with the above arrangement, and peculiarly conducive to its 
success, 1 further propose to your Excellency, under the orders of his Lordship 
in Council, that the officer in command of the detachment to be posted on the 
frontier of Pertaubghur, and all English officers commanding military posts in 
the frontier districts of your Excellency’s dominions, be furnished with general 
instructions, on their receipt of authentic intelligence from their ownspies, or from 
those of the Magistrates of contiguous districts in our territory, that any of the 

4 L notorious 
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notorious marauders whose seizure may be desired, are concealed at a village or 
place within a short distance from their station, to march immediately and 
secretly to that place, for the purpose of surprizing and apprehending such 
marauders, and to be guided in communicating this intention to your Excel- 
lency’s Aumils and landholders, by the necessity of requiring, and probability 
of receiving, their assistance in the accomplishment of the object in view. 
Your Excellency will, of course, be pleased to convey such general orders to 
your Aumils on the subject of this arrangement, corresponding with the 
instructions above described, as to your Excellency’s wisdom may seem proper. 
It seems almost superfluous, on my part, to explain to your Excellency the 
grounds of manifest justice and necessity on which this arrangement has been 
suggested. 

Your Excellency’s cordial desire and earnest solicitude for the seizure and 
punishment of the marauders who infest the Company’s territory, by means of 
the refuge which they And in your dominions, have been repeatedly and 
solemnly avowed, nay, exemplified on several occasions, by the terras of the 
orders and proclamations which have been issued to your oflicers and subjects, 
at my particular desire. Yet, at the same time, it is sufficiently proved, that 
neither the hope of reward nor the dread of punishment, as held out in those 
orders and proclamations, has had the effect of preventing your Excellency’s 
Zemindars in Pertaubghur, and in Mohumdie and Palee, as well as also in the 
province of Baraitch, from concealing and protecting the marauders, and from 
apprizing them and facilitating their escape, on every occasion of the employ- 
ment of British Troops for their seizure ; and, consequently, as it must be 
obvious to your Excellency that the plan which is now proposed is the only 
efficient plan for effecting the seizure of the marauders, I cannot entertain a 
doubt of your ready concurrence in this arrangement, and your assistance in 
giving it effect. The position of the new cantonment on the frontier of Per- 
taubghur shall hereafter be suggested to your Excellency. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

Ordered, That the foregoing letter lie for consideration. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Tiie SSd October 1812 . 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : , 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch, under date the 19th instant, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable theGovcrnor-General in Council, the enclosed copies and translations 
of two further letters which have passed on that subject between his Excellency 
the Vizier and me. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of 
your letter dated the 11th instant, in answer to my despatch of the 26th ultimo,^ 
which suggested, for the consideration of the Government, the substitution of 
another arrangement for that prescribed by your despatches of the 21st and 28th 
ultimo, and which suggestion has now, to a certain extent, received his Lord- 
ship in Council’s approbation. 

2. Being satisfied, however, in ray own mind, after mature deliberation on the 
circumstances which induced my suggestion in my despatch of the 26th ultimo, 
and on the former proceedings of this Government, which suggested to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council the necessity of a still 
more efficient arrangement for the accomplishment of the object in view', as 
prescribed by your despatches above noticed, that the latter arrangement 
involved many more solid and more permanent advantages than the former, 

while 
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wliile they were perfectly consistent with eacli other, I have deemed it to be 
my duty, as his Lordship in Council will perceive, not only to propose the 
arrangement in question to the Vizier, but to use every argument that occurred 
to me for the removal of his Excellency’s objections to a measure which that 
arrangement involved. 

3. The partial success of my endeavours hitherto, and the probability of 
their total success hereafter, will be made known to his Lordship in Council 
by a perusal of the documents which are enclosed. 


Bengal Political 
Consuhationa, 
Oct. ISIS. 

Letter 

from Ketident at 
Lucknow. 


4. I have great satisfaction in reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that four of the principal deceits who were secreted in the district 
of Baraitch, and for whose apprehension rewards had been offered in behalf 
of the British Government, in the proclamations issued at my desire, have been 
seized by the Aumil of Baraitch, in obedience to the orders of the Vizier, and 
delivered over to me for trial. They shall be despatched to the Zillah court of 
Sarun without any delay. Lootf Alee Khan, Zemindar of Atrowla, the noto> 
rious protector and abettor of those marauders, has also been apprehended at 
Fyzabad, in compliance with my requisition to her Highness the Bhow Begum, 
at his Excellency’s the Vizier’s desire. 


Lucknow, 

28lh September 1812, 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 12th Rumzaun 1227, 

20th September 1812.) 


Letter 

from the Vuticr. 


I have received your letter of the 4th of Rumzaun (12th instant). You 
state that *' some time ago Mr. Fortescue, the judge and Magistrate of Elaha* 
“ bad, with the view of endeavouring to put a stop to the many serious depre* 
“ dations committed in the district under his charge, by gangs of marauders 
“ and banditti finding refuge in the frontier districts of my territory,” &c. 
&c. (recapitulate.) 

As the extirpation of marauders and banditti from the territories of both 
Stales is an object of importance to both, and would afford me infinite pleasure, 
I do not object to the plan which you propose for a portion of the Honourable 
Company’s troops stationed at Belagath, being detached to the frontier of the 
district oi‘ I’ertaubghur, for such a time as may be found necessary, in the same 
manner as detachments have heretofore, in cases of emergency, been posted at 
certain places on the frontier of ray country, for the execution of services of 
the nature described ; because the troops to be so stationed will not only seize 
or destroy the marauders and banditti of the Honourable Company’s territory, 
but also those in the territory belonging to me, who constantly harass and 
distress the subjects of my Government, and the arrangement proposed will 
thus become of equal advantage to both States. Whenever you inform me of 
the position chosen for the cantonment, the requisite orders shall be issued to 
my Aumils. 

With regard to your further proposal, that ** all the officers commanding at 
” military posts in the frontier districts of my dominions be furnished with 
” general instructions on the receipt of authentic intelligence,” &c. (recapitu- 
late) the state of the matter is this ; As it was formerly made generally known 
that the British troops would not be employed against the public debtors or 
lefractory subjects of this State, and consequently many Zemindars in balance 
to Government withhold the revenue and. resist my authority, the employment 
of the British troops stationed in my country, as now propos.'d, for apprehend- 
hig insurgents, under the direction of the Judges, in the frontier districts of 
the British territories, and at the discretion of the British officers, will create 
a general belief among the people that I possess no power or authority, even 
in the execution of such measures as this, and that 1 have transferred the whole 
of my authority to the English gentlemen. This belief will tend to multiply 
disorders and disturbance, and a system of resistance and withholding the 

revenues 
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rcvenjies will be pursueiJ, to the total disregard of the authority of iny Aumils. 
It is a matter of surprize, that the British troops wliich, according to treaty, are 
stationed in my country, fur the sole purpose of punishing insurgents and pre- 
serving the tranquillity of my dominions, should not be employed for those 
purposes, but be appointed to seize robbers, marauders, and banditti, who infest 
the British territory alone, and that all the measures now proposed should 
have for their object merely the seizure and extirpation of the offenders against 
that Government, while no measure is proposed for apprehending or punishing 
those against mine. I beg you to consider, that while the employment of your 
troops for the settlement of my country, and the punishment of insurgents, 
defaulters, and public debtors is suspended, and while even the seizure of 
criminals against my Government, who find refuge in your territory, is delayed, 
if such measures as those which you propose be adopted for the seizure of 
offenders against the peace of the British Government, what answer can I give 
to such a proposal ? I am surprised, indeed, beyond measure by this proposal. 
Friendship and amity demand that the same means which are employed against 
delinquents in the British territory, be also recurred to in mine. 

A true Iranslatioir: 

(Signed) J, Baillie, 

llesident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th September 1812, 

17th llumzaun 1227.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated the 11th 
Rumzaun (19th instant), in answer to mine of the 12th instant (4th Kumzaun) ; 
and witli a view to the execution of the first part of the arrangement proposed, 
in which your Excellency has been pleased to acquiesce, namely, the detach- 
ment of a portion of our troops from Belagath to be stationed in a convenient 
position on the frontier of Pertaubghur, I have written to the Magistrate of 
Eiahabad, whose answer shall be communicated to your Excellency when 1 
receive it. 

With a reference to the second part of the proposed arrangement, namely, 
that of furnishing general instructions to the commanding officers of our troops 
at frontier stations, for the seizure of such robbers and criminals as may be 
concealed in the neighbourhood of their posts, although the doubts and appre- 
hensions which would seem to have arisen in your Excellency’s mind be in my 
judgment totally imaginary, and very easily to be removed, and although I pro- 
pose to offer some suggestions to your Excellency with this view in the sequel, 
yet as the proposal was originally offered to you under the orders of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 1 shall deem it to be my duty 
to submit a copy and translation of your Excellency's answer for his Lordship 
in Council’s consideration and further commands, before I renew my request 
of your Excellency’s concurrence in the arrangement. 

For the present, I content myself with remarking that the general knowledge 
to which your Excellency alludes, of a refusal on the part of the British Govern- 
ipent to employ its tioops in the punishment of rebels and criminals of your 
Excellency’s State, if such be indeed prevalent, is entirely erroneous, and 
totally inconsistent with the truth. I have already repeatedly assured your 
Excellency, and do now again, with a view to your confidence, declare, that the 
suppression, seizure, and punishment of rebels, criminals, and offenders of every 
description, against your Excellency’s person and Government, whether in 
your own or in the Honourable Company’s territory, are objects, for the accom- 
plishment of which the exertions of your well-wisher and of the British troops 
•are, on every occasion of necessity, at your Excellency’s perfect devotion, and 
ready to be zealously employed, as they have been on every former occasion ; 
n.iy, that the detachment to be now stationed on the frontier of Pertaubghur, 
as your Excellency has very justly observed, “ will not only seize or destroy 

the marauders of the Honourable Company’s territory, but also those in your 

“ Excellency’s 
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** Excellencj^'s dominions, and the arrangement proposed will thus become of 

^ual advantage to both States.” 

It would seem, from the above quotation, that your Excellenpy is not only 
fully aware, but perfectly satisfied, of the beneficial effects to be derived from 
the general arrangement proposed to you ; and under this impressipn, I must 
con^ss myself much at a loss to account for tlie subsequent expressions of 
doubt and alarm, inconsistent with the foregoing quotation, which would seem 
to have arisen in your mind, with a reference to one part of the arrangement 
indispensidtle to its general success. 


The natural and obvious distinction between rebels and felons, the subjects of 
either State, and the civil debtors of either, cannot, I am certain, have escaped 
your Excellency’s penetration and observance. For the recovery of civil debts 
or pecuniary demands from the landholders or other defaulters of this* descrip- 
tion, the employment of a military force is unnecessary, and unknown in the 
British dominions ; and it is the earnest and anxious wish of the British Govern- 
ment, that the adoption of the system of reform proposed to your Excellency, 
or of any other system to be devised by your Excellency’s wisoom with similar 
views, should quick|y and happily lead to a similar result in your dominions, 
and th4t the revenues of your Excellency’s country should hereafter flow 
into yoUr treasury, without any necessity, as heretofore, for its collection 
by military power. But until that happy period shall arrive, 1 have no hesita- 
tion, ia repeating (fo^ppr Excellency, what 1 have submitted' on many former 
occasions, tliat raf idid't^^l^aiii^ilf and enforcement, if necessary, of every just 
demand and decree of yoiW Excellency’s Gov^ment, under the provision and 
in the q^q^^^rf|ady. , 8 !», 9 ffo|i described, my most zealous exertions, and the 
active 0 per{t^opfi;.Qf 9 W. tr(^ps, shall be ever at your Excellency’s disposal. 
With the, 6 )cp|ap^iido, b^caubmilted, t conceive that every ground of surprize 
and al^rm/s^ qnbiicd for your consideration, should cease in yuur 

ExceU«nqy>' w ' , 

■/: A true copy: 


• . u) ; . i, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Ordered, That a<c/ipy qf. t]be fourth paragraph of the foregoing letter from 
the Resident at Luckuo.W .b^, sept to the Judicial Department, for information, 
in reply to tbc.refq^qncjes ^.at department of the 18tb July 18l!2. 


Majw J. Bailiie, Resident at Lucknow. . 

Sir: .:;.»/■ ‘*' 1 '- 

1 . 1 am directed acknowledge the receqit of yonr despatch, under date the 
S8th ultimo, enck^UW copies and translations of two lett^s which liave passed 
between you and bis Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of tbe proposed mode 
of etnpfoyiUg detachments of the British troops, stationed in his Excellency’s 
coont^, 'for ’this apprehension of banditti avbich infest tlie Honourable Com- 
pany’s territory, and fiind refuge in the former. 


2 . Tbe reply which you returned to the Vizier’s extraordinary letter of the 
SOdi ultimo is entirely approved by the Right Honourable the Governor- General 
in Council, but tbe tenor of some part of his Excellency’s observations appear^ 
tp>htft.iA}rdsbfp in Council to require more special notice on the part of this 
Government* 

A The Vizier, in objecting to “the emjiloy meot of our troops for the appre- 
hdnsloti of robbers and bkntlitti, who acquire the means of committing depredar 
iions jind UiUrder within the Btitifo territories by the asylum afforded to them in 
his Exdflleqcy’ri country, entiicly loses sight of the positive obligation imposed 
On his (^^vernment, and of his disinclination or inability to fulfil thatohligetion. 
%e’Utiei4SUrB in question was proposed solely in consequence of the experienced 
inCffickl^ of reiterated applications for the due exertion of, bis Excellency’s 
authority, in effecting the apprehension or expulsion of the marauders ; aind tlie 
dbsetvations contained in Illy letter of the 8 th of May lust, demonstrate, that, in 
for his Excellency’s consent to the arraugetiieut described in my dcs- 
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patch of the llth ultimo, this Government fell far short of the exercise of its 
' '*®doubted rights. It is, moreover, a subject of just offence to the British Go* 
vernment, that the Vizier has withheld liis consent, not on the ground of a real, 
Letter or even a professed resolution to supersede the necessity of the proposed arrange, 

from Seeretat^ t* ment, by the due exertion of his authority over his own officers, but on the plez^ 

OoveraiMMt. rather tlie unfounded imputation, of a declared design on our part^ to refuse 

the aid of our troops in the execution of the services prescribed by the stipula- 
tions of existing engagements, and of our declining to employ a military force 
for the coercion of debtors and defaulters, which forms no part of the obligations 
imposed on the British Government by those engagements. 

4. His Lordship in Council now deems it necessary that you should explain to 
tire Vinner the principles described in my letter of the 8th of May last, above 
referred to, intimating to liim, at the same time, in the event of his Excellency's 
continuing to manifest iiis aversion to concur in the prosecution of effectual 
measures for the redress of the grievous evilsof wliich we have so iongand so justly 
complained, that the British Government will be compelled to pursue the steps 
best calculated for the attainment of that object, without reference to his Excel- 
lency’s authority. You will also make known to him the surprize and displea- 
sure with which the Governor-General in Council has perused* the offTensive 
observations contained in his letter to your address of the SOtb ultimo. 

5. His Lordship in Council has received with great satisfaction the informa- 
tion communicated in the last paragraph of your despatch, of the seizure of four 
of the principal decoits who were secreted in the district of Baraitcb, and of 
the apprehension of Lootf Alee Khan, the Zemindar of Atrowla, the chief 
protector and abettor of the marauders. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) N, B. £i>»onst(»kk, 

23d October ] 812. Chief Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The Qdjufy 1813- 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir; 

* 1. A part of the contents of your letter, uoder date die 1 1th ultimo, having 
been communicated to her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa, 1 have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in CouDci4 the enclosed transbtioa of a letter w'hich I have* 
received firom her Highness in reply, and in which bislx»dsbip in Council wilt 
be pleased to observe tliat it is the wish of her Highness the Begum to proceed 
in the first instance to Elababad, with the view of fixing her ^ure residence^ 
there, if the climate shall be found to agree with her, and. there^ be no other objec- 
tion to this measure. 


2. As I am not aw’are of any material objection to a compliance with the wish 
of the Begum in this respect, I take the liberty of suggesting that the. necessary 
orders on the subject of her Higlmess’s receptiou in a suitable manoer at Elahai- 
bad, be issued to the civil officers of that ZiiJab. 

3. 1 have been induced to postpone the discussion with his Excellency the 
Vizier, ofthe several arrangements connected with the Begum's departure, which 
are treated of in your despatch above noticed, chieffy by a contemplation of the 
facilities and advantages to be derived in this discussion, from tbe tenor of the 
Right Honourable tbe Governor-General's expected replies to his Excellency's 
and her Highness's letters, conveyed in my despatches of the 9th and ISth ultimo- 
to the Persian Department, and partly by the visit to this capital of his Extier- 
leucy theCommander-in-Cbief, and its attendant ceremonies, which have necte- 

sarily 

* This I«ttcr from the Resident at Lucknow, though not recorded on th* Beagal prooMdim 
until Juljr MIS, hm been plaeed here in order to avoid the manifest incongruity or givii^ tke 
answer returned thereto by the Bengal Government before the Letter to whidi It replied. 



OtJDE PAPiaS?. 


319 


sirily baid'ttie eflfifedt of suspending business for a few days. .Ifis Exdeilittfcy Sir 
Nt^ent arrived at Lucknow on the naorning of die 1 6 th InStktit, add 
has been received by bis Excellency the VMer with every soithbte nitirk of edit* 
sideration and respect. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

1 5th October ,18 1 2. Resident 


From Her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa-Begunn (Received the 4th October 1812.) 

Your kind letter, received at the moment of expectation, has added to my 
comfort. 


The perusal of the sentiments which the Riglit Honourable tlie Governor- 
General has expressed, in terms corresponding with the distinguished qualities 
of his Lordship’s mind' and- with the friendship that subsisted between the late 
Vizier and the British Government, having reference to my statement of the 
causes of my disgust with' my situation in this country, has had the elfceti like 
tire bieath of the Messiah, of inspiring new life into niy feeble frame. F expect 
still greater benefits from the friendly exertions to be adopted by you, who know 
ail my rights and wishes^ and whose untforuily kind attentiei? to me hitherto 
might forni a model of sincere friendship to the age. liuw sliail 1 exprebs ilf 
writing all my obligations for the interest you have so humanely taken' iA niy ' 
concerns ? They are beyond tlie power .of the tongue or the pen to convey. 
Truly the great artizan of nature has nicely suited you with the habit of dis- 
covering ttuth and acquiring a knowledge of the just principles of human con- 
duct, and the preceptor of the universe has taught you how to appreciate ^\^at 
is just and worthy among mankind. Being^persuaded that you will uniformly 
employ all practicable means for the maintenance of my dignity, and to promote 
my welfare and happiness, I shall,, in compliance with your opinion and advice, 
wait some time longer for the reply of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General to my letter, as well as for die purpose of adjusting certain other 
matters of business, and' I trust that, through your kind aid, the interval will 
be sufficient to produce the accomplishment of ail the remaining objects of my 
anxiety and desire. 


As it is my intention that the practice of receiving ready-dressed victuals 
from the kitchen of the Vizier shunld be discontinued from tlie 1st of Shu waul 
(8th instant), I request that ywis wiH inquire into this matter, and obthin an 
allowance in cash in lieu of it for me, upon the principle establiaiied during the 
Residency of Colonel Scott, in order that, wherever I may happen to reside I 
may receive this allowanee rai ready woiie^ througlv the medhim of the British 
Government. Further, I request you to receive for me the nroney accruing 
from my possessions in Delhi sinoe^ the accession of my brother, Saadut Alee 
Khan, till, die present year, together with an order addressed to the farmers of 
those possessions for their surrender to my servants without delay. If a delay 
occur in the settlement of the other points, it will he of no importance, as 
tlirough the interest you feel for me they may be easily adjusted in my absence. 


With regard to what you have written about the remaining objects, although 
tlie end in view might be attained by means of your letters, or a confidential 
agent, yet as your coming out to me yourself will aflbrd relief to the distressed 
«'tate of my mind, and' give opportmiities-of conveying infbnrtation which cannot 
be afforded by letter, you must consider it indispensable to gratify me w!d>a visit 
to bid me a personal adimi; for I basne many subjects to convene with you on 
that 1 cannot communicoter by lattei\ I of you also to imderstandi wttli a' 
referenoe to the route of my march and ultimate place of my retirement^ fhnt 
it is my intention affer leaving the ja^er to reside aw’hile at ElalmlHulv WiMl'n 
die climate and the country arealike pleasant ShooM' thiey agree: with diy. 
bealtli, my object will he attained by fixings my residence diere, but otherwise 
1 shall proceed to Patna and fix my abode m that city. 

Wfjat I formerly wrote to you, of inconvenience sustained by the want of 
carriage for my baggage, was not intended to give you unnecessary trouble. 


Coh'cuftalioni, 
2 Jtdy ISiS. 


Letter 

from the Begum. 



320 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Consultations, 
2 July 1813. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
30 Oct. 1812. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from tlie Begum. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
GoTcrninent. 


If my own people bp unable to procure the necessary clarriage for my effects, I 
shall of course address myself . to you, whose resources can supply every d^- 
ciency. . The communication of the intended day of my departure will depend 
on your reply to this letter ; let me therefore have the pleasure of soon bearing 
from you on the subject of it. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAiiiLiE, 
Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 90th October 1812. 

To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the loth instant, I have 
the honour of submitting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s information, the 
enclosed translation of a letter which I have this day received from her High- 
ness the BegutiirShum8.4>on-Nissa, fixing the day of her Highness’s departure 
from her jagier for the 7th of the ensuing Mohummedan munti), corresponding 
with the ISth or 14th of November. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

19th October 1812. Resident. 


From Her Highness the Begum, Sbums-oon Nissa, (Received the 19th 

October 1812.) 

My departure from my jagier has been fixed for the 7th of the month of 
Zeekaad (13th or 14th of November next), and the necessary preparations for 
my march are now nearly concluded. 

I beg that you will report this circumstance immediately to the Right 
Honourable the- Governor-General, in order that a consideration of the friend- 
ship which subsisted between the late Nawaub Asuf*ood>Dowiah and the British 
Government may induce his Lordship to issue such orders to the officers of 
his Government at Elahabad, as may ensure my reception in a suitable manner 
on the frontier of that district, and such treatment uniformly, after my arrival 
at that station, as will banish ail remembrance of the vexation which has here- 
tofore corroded my mind. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailxie, 

Resident 


Ordered, Tliat the following reply be addressed to the two foregoing des- 
patches. 


Sir: 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 15th 
and 19th instant, relative to Shums-ooniNissa Begum's resolution to retire into 
the Company’s provinces, and her selection of Elahabad for her piaoe of resi- 
dence, and to desire that you will correspond with the Magistrate of that 
district, apprizing him of her Highn^s’s intention, and suggest to him the 
proper forms of respect with which she should be treated on her arrival, and 
during her residence in the district of Elahabad. 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, 




(Signed) J. Adam, 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 

The 8lk January 1813. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department 
Sir : 

1. I have great satisfaction in reporting to 3 rou, for the information of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council,' that I have this day 
received two petitions, bearing the seals of fifteen of the principal ladies of the 
Khoord ITuhl, who reside in the Imam Baree of this city, and written with the 
concurrence of all the others, save a few who are publicly supported by the 
Vizier, expressive of their earnest desire to be permitted to return to Fyzabad, 
and claiming merely a small increase of their allowance, which I have ever 
considered to be reasonable, and which Lhave no doubt of her Highness the 
Bow Begum’s disposition to grant to those ladies from the surplus revenue 
of the jaidad. Corresponding letters from those ladies, addressed toTuhseeu 
Alee IClian, have been received and submitted to my perusal. 

2. The tenor and contents of those petitions, translations of which are 
enclosed, and the circumstances under which they have been prepared and 
transmitted to me, have so obvious a tendency to develope the extraordinary 
and unworthy intrigues by which the clamour in tire Khoord Muhl was excited, 
the respectable Nazir superseded, and the authority of her Highness the Begum 
suspended for a time, that 1 deem it to be totally unnecessary to offer any 
further remarks on the singular conduct of the Vizier, which has occasioned so 
much trouble to the Government. 

3. I intend to have the honour of breakfasting with his Excellency to-mor- 
row, and r shall use my best endeavours to bring this vexatious discussiou-to a. 
final and satisfactory adjustmenU 

I have, 56C. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28 th December 1812. Resident. 


From the Ladies of the Khoord Muhl. (Received the 28th December 1812.) 

By our unhappy destinies we were brought here and are dying of hunger. In 
the hope of an increase of salary, and of Siccas for Rikabee rupees, we exposed 
ourselves in the plains and came hither. Nearly four months have elapsed,, 
and we are just as we were when we arrived ; not one of our desires has been 
accomplished. May God preserve you one hundred and thirty years in health 
and prosperity over our heads. We beg that you will obtain for us from his 
Excellency the Siccas for Rikabee rupees, and an increase of our pay, that we 
may return to Fyzabad without delay. To whom can we address ourselves 
but to you ? 


From the same, (with additional seals, and conveying an arzee to the address 

of the Vizier). 

We have no protector, relation, nor friend, save the Honourable Company 
and the Nawaub Vizier. 

We left Fyzabad, uncalled by his Excellency, in the hope of an increase -of 
pay and of Siccas for Rikabee rupees, which we claim as our right. Four months 
have elapsed, and not one of our desires has been accomplished. All mankind 
have justice from the Honourable Company : we also are hopeful that, through 
the justice of the Honourable Company, our petitions may be heard, our full 
pay with an increase and Sicca rupees may be given to us, and that we be per- 
mitted to depart to Fyzabad. 

May God long preserve the Company. The Mohurrum is fast approacliing. 

True translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 

4 N To 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in tlie Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter under date the 28th instant, 
I have now the pleasure of reporting the actual departure towards Fyzabad of 
the whole of the ladies of the Khoord Muhl, with the exception, as X believe, 
pf four or five, in seeming harmony with each other, and perfect reconciliation 
with the Nazir, Mohummud Tuihseen Alee Khan. A copy and translation of 
an acknowledgment, under the seals of a number of those ladies, expressive of 
their perfect satisfaction with the Nazir and future submission to his authority, 
which was voluntarily prepared and transmitted to me at a late hour of yester- 
day evening, are submitted for the information of the Government. 

2. This truly satisfactory result of a most unjust and unwarrantable proceed- 
ing on the pert of his Excellency the Vizier, and of a consequent vexatious 
and long protracted discussion between his Excellency and me, cannot fail to 
be agreeable to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. It 
has been brought about chiefiy, in my opinion, by the manifest justice of the 
cause which his Lordship in Council was pleased to espouse, in the first instance, 
in compliance with my suggestion, and partly perhaps by the temperate firmness 
and perseverance with which the cause of justice has been maintained, in oppo- 
sition to base intrigue and to groundless clamour, uniformly detected, investi- 
gated, and exposed, with a seeming disregard of their consequences, during a 
period of several months. 

8. His Excellency the Vizier has been pleased, from what secret motive, or with 
what degree of sincerity I know ndt, to express his highest satisfaction at the 
departure of those ladies from Lucknow. He has furnished suitable con- 
veyance for them and their servants to Fyzabad ; and after declining, on 
some frivolous pretext, to furnisit a guard of his own sepoys for their protec- 
tion, he has readily acquiesced in my design to afford them the protection of a 
small escort of the Honourable Company’s troops, which has proceeded with 
them accordingly to Fyzabad. 

I have, &c, 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

81 st December 1812. Resident. 


Acknowledgment of the Ladies of the Khoord Muhl. (Received the 30th 

December 1812.) 

We, Goree Begum, Zeboon Nissa Khanum, Bebee Fyzec, and others, the 
widows of the late Nawaub, Shooja-oo Dowlah, of blessed memory, do hereby 
acknowledge and declare, that as long as we have breath in our bodies we will 
cheerfully and readily submit to the Nizarut of Tuhseen Alee Khan, with 
whom we are satisfied and pleased. In witness whereof, as a legal and valid 
instrument we have written and delivered these lines in the manner of a Razee- 
namah, to be considered hereafter as a Sunnud, sealed with the seals of the 
following ladies, viz. Fukhuroon Nissa Begum the daughter of Meer Mohum- 
raud, Bebee Fyzee, Bebee Saheb Jan, Hussen Baiee, Bebee Hoolia, Oothum 
l^iee, Misree Khanum, Bebee Fnj,joo,Hooseyiiee Begum, Gomane Baiee, Bebee 
Nunhee, Zeboon Nissa Begum, Bebee Pearee, and Loll Baiee. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow; 

Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 28th 
and 31st ultimo, reporting the submission and return to Fyzabad of the ladies of 
the Khoord Muhl, and the latter enclcsing an acknowledgment, on the part of 
the^ ladiM, of their satisfaction with the Nazir, Tuhseen Alee Khan, and ot 
their submission to his authority. 

2. This 
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2. This favourable termination of a vexatious and tioubiesoffie afi&ir has 
afforded great satisfaction to the Governor-General in Council, by whom it is 
ascribed in a high degree to the firmness and constancy of your efforts to 
effect it. 

3. His Lordship in Council observes also, that the removal of this cause of 
embarrassment and dispute may be expected in some measure to facilitate the 
progress of the pending discussions with his Excellency the Vizier oh other 
points of diffference between the two Governments. 

4. His Lordship in Council approves of your having afforded the ladies the 
protection of an escort of sepoys on their journey to Fyzabad. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

8th January 1813. Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULT 4 TIONS, 

The 15th January 1813. 

To John Adam, Esq,, Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1. The enclosed are copies of letters which have recently passed between the 
Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, the commanding officer of the tfoops at 
Pertaubghnr, and me, on the subject of a military arrangement for the defence 
of the Honourable Company’s frontier, and protection of its subjects in the 
district of Elahabad, against the incursions of marauders, who find refuge in 
the Vizier’s territory, and for the destruction or seizure of those marauders. 

2. This arrangement was originally suggested by Mr. Forlescue, submitted 
by me to the Government in my despatch of the 1.5th of August last, and has 
now been carried into effect with the sanction and concurrence of the Vizier, 
as prescribed by the orders of the Government. 

I have, he. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J, Baillib, 

4th December 1812. Resident. 


To Thomas Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Elahabad. 

Sir; 

In continuation of the subject of my letter to your address, under date the 
15th ultimo, 1 have now the honour of informing you, that his Excellency the 
Vizier has been pleased to acquiesce in the measure which you proposed, of 
stationing an officer’s party from Pertaubgbur in the vicinity of the harbour-of 
the marauders, who find refuge in his Excellency’s territory j and I request the 
favour of your informing me of the position #bich you may now have selected 
for the cantonment of the party to be detached, that measures may be adopted 
accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Slst September 1812. Resident. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sin 

1. I liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, and to acquaint you that the village of Kulla Bhudownee, Petgunnah 
Bel Khur, the zemindary of Roy Zubber Sing, appears to me, from the circum- 
stance of the inroads having been most frequent from that quarter, as w’cll as 

its 
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ito being the general hiding place, to be the most advantageous position for the 
detachment to be stationed. 1 would, however, recommend that it be not 
consitlered as a permanent post, as it is not improbable that the banditti mjay, 
on the arrival of the troops in their neighbourhood, remove to some other 
quarter where it will be proper to follow them. 

S. I request that the name of the officer may be communicated to me, and 
that he may be directed to correspond with me, as well as to attend 'to such 
information and suggestions as I may convey to him, relative to the banditti and 
the persons composing it, who have hitherto continued to alarm this district. 

1 have, &c. 

Ziliali Elahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescub, 

13th November 181;^!. Magistrate. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for your information and gui- 
dance, the enclosed copies of letters which have recently passed between me 
and the Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, on the subject of stationing a 
detachment from the troops under your command at a convenient position on 
the frontier of the district of Pertaubghur, with a view to the detection and 
seizure of certain marauders who have long infested the neighbouring district 
of Elahabad and found refuge in the Vizier’s dominions, more especially in the 
Pergunnah of Bel Khur and zemindary of Roy Zubber Sing. 

2. The nature of the service to be performed seems to me to be suflSciently 
explained in the accompanying documents, and the extent of the force to be 
employed, and the particular instructions which should be furnished to the 
commanding officer of tiie detachment, are left entirely, and with perfect con- 
fidence on my part, to your approved professional judgment. 

3 . An application has been made to the Vizier to ensure the co-operation of 
his Excellency’s Aumii of Bel Khur in the measures which you may direct, and 
the regular supply of the detachment with provisions and every necessary 
article, in the case of its being permanently or temporarily cantoned in the 
position selected by the Magistrate, or any other more convenient place. 

4. You will, of course, instruct the commanding officer of the detachment 
to correspond with the Magistrate of Elahabad, and keep that officer regularly 
apprized of his proceedings, and of every occurrence of moment connected 
with the object in view. 

5. You will further be pleased to transmit a copy of your instructions to tlie 
commanding officer, and copies of his reports, for my information and for that 
of his Excellency the Vizier. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow. (Signed) J. Baillie, 

21st November 1812. Resident. 


To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the filst 
instant with enclosures, and beg leave to acquaint vou that 1 immediately 
addressed q letter to Mr. Fdrtescue, the Judge and Magisti'ate at Elahabad, 
informing him that a complete company of sepoys, with a HavUdar, Naick, 
and twelve troopers, would march as yesterday, under the command of Lieu* 
tenant Ellison, to Kulla Bhudownee or Bhedowlee, agreeably to his desire, 
and with instructions to conform to such prders or directions as he might deem 
mecessary to send to that officer. I alsurequested Mr. Fortescue to send to Mr. 
EMison two or three intelligent natives, to identify the persons whom he wishes 
to have apprehended. 

I un- 
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I unclerstatid the oflfemlers, Surnain Sing and Kishen Sing, are fugitives 
skulking about from village to village, I tlierefore judge that the detachnient 
placed under the command ol Lieutenant Ellison will be perfectly adequate to 
any duty he may have to perform ; and as the frontier of his Excellency's 
country on this side is not more than one march of eight or nine coss from 
hence, I cannot think it will be necessary to keep a detachment jrermanently 
stationed (as suggested by Mr. Fortescue,) in the neighbourhood of Kulla 
Bhedowlee, since detachments might be sent out secretly from this post to 
seize any offender within a forced march, with better prospect of success than 
if stationed near the frontier, where they would be constantly watched and 
unable to make any movement without its being immediately known. On tliis 
point, however, I shall do myself the honour of writing to you more particu- 
larly hereafter. 

As Roy Zubber Sing has shewn a disposition to be on good terms with the 
commanding officer of this post ever since 1 have been here, I hope to get his 
assistance in apprehending any fugitives who may resort to his district} but 1 
shall not take any steps until 1 hear from Mr. Fortescue. 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of my instructions to Lieutenant Ellison, 
and beg leave to assure you tiiat my best endeavours shall be used to accom- 
plish the present service, in a manner that may be satisfactory to you and meet 
the approbation of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) R. FniTH, 

36tU November 1812. l..icutenant-Colonel commanding. 

To Lieutenant Ellison, commanding a Detachment. 

Sir : 

Certain banditti, at the head of which are persons of the names of Surnam 
Sing, Kishen Sing, and Boodie, have been in the practice of plundering in the 
district of Eiahabad, and of evading apprehension by retiring into the territory 
of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. These banditti are supposed to harbour, 
and occasionally to assemble in large parties, preparatory to committing their 
depredations, in the village of Kulla Bhedowlee, in the purgunnah of Bel 
Khur and zemindary of Roy Zubber Sing. 

Tlie object of the detachment which has been placed under your command, 
by order of the Resident of Lucknow, is to put a stop to those depredations, 
and seize, if possible, the ringleaders and disperse those banditti ; you will, 
therefore, proceed with your detachment to-morrow and encamp in the vicinity 
of the above-named village, choosing a convenient and secure position. Mr. 
Fbrtescue, the Judge and Magistrate of Eiahabad,- will send persons to you to 
identify and point out the persons to be apprehended, and you are to obey 
all orders and instructions which you may receive from time to time from him. 
You are also to correspond with him direct, and communicate such information 
as you may receive regarding the people to be apprehended, and such measures 
as you may adopt for this purpose, reporting occasionally all occurrences to me, 
for the purpose of forwarding for the information of the Resident at Lucknow 
and his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. 

You will be careful to keep your party at all times alert and on their guard ; 
and though 1 think your force fully adequate to any duties you may have to 
perform, yet if you should, in the execution of the orders of the Magistrate 
of Eiahabad, deem a reinforcement necessary, let me know without loss of 
time, and 1 will furnish it, as far as I am able, from the slender force at this 
post, since I would wish to leave as little to chance as possible. 

As you are to be guided chiefly by the instructions which you will receive 
from the Magistrate at Eiahabad, it is unnecessary for me to enter into any 
further details } I shall, therefore, conclude by observing, that I have perfect 
confidence in your best exertions being used to bring this service to a successful 
termination. 

4 O 
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I send an intelligent man, Buctour Sing, who is well acquainted with the 
country and inhabitants, to accompany you, and orders have been given for 
‘ providing your detachment with the necessary supplies. 


Pertaubghur, 
‘i4th November 1812. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Fhith, 
Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. 


i-etter To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

from Magistrate of ^ . 

Elahabad. • 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th, 
enclosing a copy of your instructions to Colonel Frith of the 21st instant ; 
and in consequence of my having received notification from Lieutenant Elli- 
son of his arrival on the 20th instant at Kulla Bhedowlee, I have addressed him 
this day, a copy of which letter is herewith transmitted for your information. 

I have, &c. 

Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescue, 

28th November 1812. Magistrate. 


Letter To Lieutenant C. Ellison, commanding a Detachment, Kulla Bhedowlee. 

from Magistrate of o* 

Elahabad. = 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
instant, and have directed tlie Thanadars of Sooram and Foolpoor to station 
oneo r two of the Burkendauzes of their establishments with you, and to depute 
one or two of their most intelligent informers to remain with you, in order to 
assist in procuring you accounts of the abode and intentions of the banditti 
who have so frequently made incursions into the Company’s provinces from 
the neighbourhood in which you now are. 

2. It is probable that your presence will prevent any further inroad j but, 
from the information that has reached me from time to time, I am apprehensive 
that the party is by no means dispersed, and that they only wait a favourable 
opportunity to commit depredation. 1 would, therefore, suggest that you 
adopt the best means in your power, with a view to ascertain the residence of 
the banditti or any individuals of it, and should opportunity offer, to cause 
their apprehension. 

3. I presume you will have been furnished with particular instructions from 
Colonel Frith ; and 1 shall only add, for the present, that the names of the 
persons whom 1 am most anxious to apprehend are Kishen Sing, Surnam Sing, 
and Sookha Sing, who have been proclaimed, and Bodie who has not. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. Fortescue, 

Magistrate. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 4th instant, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government, the enclosed copies of letters which I have more recently received 
from the commanding officer of the troops at Pertaubghur, reporting the pro- 
ceedings of the detachment employed on the frontier of that district for the 
apprehension of the principal marauders who infest the district of Elahabad. 
In the latter of Colonel Frith’s reports, the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council will observe with satisfaction the account of the seizure of 
one of the offenders pointed out by the Magistrate of Elahabad. 


2 I have 
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8. 1 have hitherto delayed to acknowledge the receipt of the Chief Secre* 
tary’s letter under date the 23d of October, in answer to my despatch of tlie 
28th of September last, having reference to the military arrangemeni, the salu- 
tary influence of which in the seizure of one of its objects is now reported to 
the Government. The communication which that letter prescribed has been 
made to his Excellency the Vizier, in, I trust, an impressive manner, and will 
be attended, I have reason to hope, with the most beneficial efiects. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (SigneJl) J. Baillie, 

19th December 1812. Resident. 


Bengal Polil^ 
Cpniultatidfia 
15 Jan. 1815. 


To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

o. Lieutenant-Colonel 

*• , Frith. 

I have the honour to enclose the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Ellison 
who commands the detachment at Bhedowlee, and as no intelligence can be 
obtained of the people whom Mr. Fortescue wishes to have apprehended, and 
the Zemindars can have no interest in harbouring or screening them from jus- 
tice, I have suggested to Mr. Fortescue the recalling the detachment until 
some certain accounts can be obtained of the retreat of the offenders, when a 
})arty of troops can be sent out privately to seize them, which appears to me 
the only mode of laying hold of them. 

When I hear from Mr. Fortescue, I will do myself the honour of transmit- 
ting for your information a copy of my letter and his reply. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) R. Frith, 

12th December 1812. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. 


To I.ieutenant-Colonel R. Frith, commanding at Pertaubghur. Leuer from 

. Lieutenant EUigon. 

[ have the honour to acquaint you, that I have made every enquiry in iny 
power in order to gain intelligence regarding the banditti, both by means of men 
and letters, but without effect. 

I have bad ten men belonging to Mr. Fortescue, the Magistrate, out for the 
last eight days, but they cannot gain the least information respecting the persons 
I am in quest of. 

I have the honour of transmitting to you two letters, which were received in 
answer to two which 1 have w'ritten for the purpose of getting information, one 
from Dewan Zubber Sing, the other from Isharee Bukhsh, and you will see by 
them that they are ignorant of any such people being in this part of the 
country. I also beg leave to inform you, that 1 cn(juired from the different vil- 
lagers round, and they say that they were in this part of the country about four 
months ago, but they have not heard anything of them since ; and I beg leave 
to observe, that if they were in this part of the country, Mr. Fortescue’s men 
would be likely to find them out, ou account of their local knowledge. 

I beg leave to state, that fronj its being unlikely that w'c can acquire any 
further information with respect to these men, I think the detention of the 
detachment at this place cannot be attended with any beneficial consequences, as 
the country around appears perfectly peaceable and quiet. 

1 have, Ac. 

Camp, Kulla Bhedowlee, (Signed) C. Ellison, 

9th December 1812. Lieutenant, commanding Detachment. 


To 
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kenjgai Political To Major John Paillic, Resident at Lucknow. 

Consulutions. 

15 Jan. 1813. Sir: 

— - I have the honour to acquaint you that Lieutenant Ellison, commanding the 

Letter detachment at Kulla Bhedowlee, sent in yesterday three Chuppras-sies belonging 

leutemt^olenel p’ortescue, the Judge and Magistrate at Elahabad, giving information 

that tw o of the offenders whom Mr. Fortescue wished to have seized, viz. Sookha 
Sing and Bisna Sing, were in a small village called Gomaun Sing*ke Poorwa, 
near Nowrengabad, and about five coss from hence, and that in consequence of 
this information I detached last night a company of sepoys and a small party of 
cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant Orlando Stubbs, for the jiurpose of 
seizing those offendcr.s. 

Lieutenant Stubbs returned this morning with his detachment, having suc- 
ceeded in securing one of the offenders, Bisna Sing; the other, Sookha Sing, 
having left the village yesterday forenoon, in consequence, as the villagers report, 
of a quarrel with some of them, attended by four or five followers. They could 
not tell the direction he took, but expressed great regret that they did not know 
of the party’s coming, as in that case they w'ould have seized and secured him 
before he left the village. 

Lieutenant Stubbs executed this duty with address and entirely to my satisfac- 
tion, and he reports that the villagers behaved remarkably well, and assisted with 
the greatest readiness in securing the offender. 

As the man who has been seized is an inhabitant of the Elahabad district, I 
purpose sending him over with a party which will proceed for treasure in a few 
days, and delivering him to the Magistrate, which 1 hope will be approved. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) R. Fuith, 

15th December 18IG. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Got eminent. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 4th and 
19 th ultimo with their enclosures, and to inform you that the Governor-General 
in Council has received with satisfaction your report of the conclusion, with the 
sanction and concurrence of the Nawaub Vizier, of the arrangement for the 
protection of the frontier of the district of Elahabad against marauders from his 
Excellency’s territory, and the success with which it has been already attended, 
by the apprehension of one of the principal offenders. 


2. Your communication with the Magistrate of Elahabad and the commanding 
officer at Pertaubghur is entirely approved by his Lordship in Council. 


Fort- William, 
15th January 1813. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Apam, 

Secretary to Government. 


Bengal Political 
Conaultations, 
29 Jan. 18 IS. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
TAe S2d January 1813. 


irow Kwident at Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, Ac. 

Lucknow. My Lord : 

1. His Excellency the Vizier having been pleased to address a letter to your 
Lordship, in which his Excellency complains of my conduct as your Lordship’s 
representative at his Court, I deem this .to be a suitable occasion of addressing 
, your Lordship directly, and of expressing my humble reliance on the wisdoni 

and justice of the Government for a just and impartial decision on the merits or 
his Excellency’s complaint. 


2. That 
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- 2. That the nature of the negotiations and discussions which have arisen at 
the court of Lucknow, during the last two years, should have excited the 
resentment of the Vizier against the organ of your Lordship's instructions, and 
of the accomplishment of your just views, cannot be a matter of surprise : yet 
M formal and serious complaint, of the nature of that which is before me, was 
certainly as unexpected on mv part, as the object of his Excellency’s letter, and 
the principal circumstances which are stated in it, will appear to your Lordship, 
I trust, to be evasive and destitute of foundation. 

3. With a view to facilitate and expedite the decision of your Lordship in 
Council on the subject of his Excellency’s complaint, I have the honour of sub- 
mitting for your perusal a verbal translation of bis letter, with translations of all 
its enclosures, and a translation of a statement in answer, which I have pre- 
sented to the Vizier, for the purpose of enabling him to reply to it, if the contents 
shall suggest a reply, lliis statement contains, as 1 have mentioned in it, the 
whole of the substance, a correct recapitulation of the language, and a faithful 
description of the manner, of my discourse to his Excellency the Vizier, at our 
conference on the 19th of December. Having previously written notes for the 
conference, in conformity with my uniform pra<;tice on occasions of the smallest 
importance, it is impossible that I should have erred from forgetfulness, and I 
4m unconscious of a design to deceive. 

4. The tenor of the instructions of Government, conveyed to me by the chief 
Secretary’s despatch under date the 23d of October, and communicated to his 
Excellency the Vizier at the commencement of the conference referred to, was 
of a nature to create apprehension in the mind of a person disposed to persist in 
those unwarrantable proceedings, which gave rise to your Lordship’s resolution 
regarding the eventual employment of the British troops in this country without 
rererence to the authority of the Vizier. 

5. It is possible, though by no means my opinion, that the communication of 
this resolution, with the inferences to be naturally deduced from it, and which 
were certainly pointed to by me as applicable to some other questions under 
discussion, might give rise to his Excellency’s misconstruction of the remaining 
parts of my discourse ; and a remark of an equivocal nature, which I now 
recollect him to have made towards the conclusion of our conference, 
would give ground for this supposition. After hearing a translation of the sub- 
stance of the Chief Secretary’s letter above noticed, and my comments on the 
tenor of that letter, as applicable to the questions in dispute between his Excel- 
lent^ and her Highness the Begum, his Excellency, in a taunting manner, 
observed, ** You appear to have settled every thing, and of course 1 have 
tiothing to say or words to that purpose ; to which I immediately replied, 
without adverting to the drift of his remark, that in as far as dejiendcd on me, 
1 had placed them in a train of adjustment, and should be happy wiien they 
were finally settled. The conference lasted, however, for some time after this. 
We conversed on desultory subjects, and parted, as I believed at the time, iii 
perfect harmony with each other : nay, an interchange of visits and otlier 
friendly observances have passed between us, as usual, since the 19th of 
December last. A conference took place on the 28th, when the question of the 
Khoord Muhl was settled to bis Excellency’s apparent satisfaction, and a pass- 
port was promised for Hyder fiukhsh ; and, under all these circumstances, your 
Lordship will readily believe that my receipt of his Excellency’s letter, which is 
now submitted for your perusal, was an occurrence as unexpected on my part, 
as any that has taken place, in iny recollection, since niy arrival at the Court 
of Lucknow. 

6. The more probable cause of this complaint, as consistent with and dedu- 
cible from the Vizier’s characteristic evasion, is a conviction in his Excellency’s 
mind that the just views of tlie Government, and the objects of your ^rdsbip 
in Council’s repeated instructions to me and solemn advice to his Excellency, are 
no longer to be frustrated or opposed by any arguments that his Excellency can 
adduce, or by any reasoning on the merits of the questions at issue ; ana that 
the equivocal expression of a wish to travel or to relinquish his Government, so 
frequently resorted to before, is the only remaining expedient to' induce your 
Lordship in Council to abandon your just views, to concede every point that 

4 P has 


Bengal Politio4' 
Coniultatiofi 4 
28 Jan, ISIS. 

Letter 

from Reiidentel 
Lucknow. 



^T ?iiRi T i ^ ‘ *w«uedi and to leav« liJa,E(*:cieUc»cy;4!t to. pursue, hU sdbem« of 

rapacity, with tlie aid of the iBritia^ower, and.to satiate bis feelings of wseuV 
meat against our subjects and faithful dependants who reside within the Verge 
Lettn? of his coiuroi. 

.tfrom Roddlont m ,, . • • « - > 

.Luckaonb 7«' That the ViziCT in reality entertains, or has ever entertained, the mostdisi^ 
tant idea of travelling beyond the limits of his otvn territory, is as far from nay 
•belief aiul persuasion, as my knowledge of his Excellency’s character, founded 
on the careful observation and constant experience of yean, is in my own 
judgnieut necessarily accurate: and I might venture with confidence to predict, 
that your Lordship's declared consent to his Excellency’s proceeding on a pilgri- 
mage, under the provisions which were settled by Lord Wellesley, would be 
followed by a limitation ot liis ticsign to the usual hunting excursiou, or would 
lead to its dereliction entirely’, as on every former occasion. 

8. Bat on this portion of the subject of his Excellency’s letter to your Lord- 
ship it were presumption in me to enlarge, since your Lordship’s wisdom alone 
can be competent to decide on the expedience of encouraging or opposing the 
disposition, protended or real, of tlie Vizier, to retire from the government of 
his country. Of the remaining parts of his letter, !’i as far as my own conduct 
is concerned, I have afibrded in the statement enclosed what will, I trust, 
appear to your Lordship to be a full and satisfactory exposition, and will serve 
to demonstrate beyond a doubt, that I have never at any time transgressed the 
limits of my positive duty in the execution of your Lordship’s commands, nor 
failed in the observances of respect which are certainly due to his Excellency. 

9 . The Vizier, if I may credit reports, is already disposed to repent his having 
made so unju.st an accusation. The manner of his messages to me since his 
transmission of the letter for your Lordship has been fully’ as conciliatory as 
before, and I have reason to suppose that a little encouragement on my part 
would induce the ex|)ression of his wish to recall the letter entirely, ami to 
acquiesce in the explanation which 1 have oflered. Yet it is iny natural and 
earnest desire, that his Excellency’s complaint should be heard, and that a 
aoleinn decision should be passed on the merits of a question of such importance 
to the credit of my official character and to my future prospects in life, as well 
as imiecd to the security and confidence of every accredited agent at the Court 
of an Indian prince ; since it is obvious that on many occasions of negotiation, 
like mine with the Vizier, an accusation of intemperance or disrespect may be 
preferred from malicious and interested motive.s, to evade, or at least to protract, 
the accomplishment of the views of the Government, by inducing the recall of 
its agent, or an investigation into the merits of the charge. 

10. Before I conclude this address, I will take the liberty of submitting to 
your Lordship's humane cojjsideration, the peculiar hardships and oppression to 
M’hich the native officci s and soldiers of the Honourable Company’s service, anel 
their numerous families and relations, are subjected daily inoie and more by 
the rapacity of the Vizier’s Anmils and his Excellency’s support of their pro- 
ceedings. It is the general belief of those Anmils, and a prevalent o|)iniun 
throiigliout (lode, that the favour and patronage of the Vizier can be by no 
means so efi'ectually secured as by distressing the dcpenrlants of our Govern- 
ment and harassing them with groundless complaints. The jjarticular case of 
IMal Tewaree, a Naick in the Twenty-fourth Regiment, which is referred to in 
the statement enclosed, is one of the most cruel that can be imagined, Tliis 
unfortunate person, tvliile on duty with his regiment in Lucknow, was inftjrmed 
of the tlistrcss of his family, in conse(juencc of the extortion of an Aumil at no 
great distance from this pi-acc, and proceeding on leave of absence from his 
battalron in tlie month of July last, had no sooner arrivetl at his village than he 
wa.s seized and confined in a fortress, and loaded witli the heaviest irons, and 
tlie whole of his property confiscated, and converted to the use of the Aumil. 
The commanding officer in cantonments, when the naick’s leave of absence 
CjXpircd, sent a person to enquire for him at his village, and on learning the par- 
ticulars of his confinement made an application to me for his release. I accom- 
}>anied my requisition for this purpose to the Vizier with a just and natural 
rciquest, lliat the offending Aumil should he punished. He . was accordingly, 
buinaioned to the J’rcsgncc, continued in altcudancc for some days, and was 

permitted 



dst 
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nffmUfted *uiekM* t.proin^ anooaneftd tp we by the 

Vicier, of immeoiafe rejnwUoa to coioplatnaot. Mai Tcwanee haa b«a wer 
«0O« « at^iutence at bit ExceHency'a gate or at mine, and the nedrcsa ot bis 
extraofdiiiaiy grievance seensa now as remote as on the day when it was nrst 

represented to his Excellency. 

11. A tmtalier of other cases, equally in point though not so strong, might 
tie submitted for your liordship’s information ; but the above will be sufficient, I 
conceive, to justify, in your Lordship’s opinion, the remarks vdiich I deemed it 
my duty to otfer for the consideration of the Vizier at our conference on the 
lytli December, which forms the subject of bis Excellency’s complaint. 


Bengal Pldidail 
Coiuiiltatioo% ' 
fti Jan. ISIS. 

Letter 

firom Reaideat ait 
Lucknow. 


I have, 8lc. 

Lucknow llesideucy, (Signed) J. Haillik, 

4th January' 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier to the Right Honourable the Governor-General,. Letter 

dated the 1st January 1813. from the Vizier. 

After the usual cotnpliments : 

As your [.ordship’s sincere well-wisher considers your Lordship to be his kind 
and sympathizing friend, and knows to a certainty that you are his benefactor, 
and.as it is obvious that the rank of a Prince which your well-wisher possesses 
has been acquired through the protection and assistance of the Honourable Com- 
pany alone, for which your well-wisher is grateful to the Company ; and as I 
consider your Lordship to be my kind and sympathizing friend, therefore deem- 
ing a representation of certain occurrences here to be indispensable, I write to 
your Lordship as follows : 

After ceding the ceded provinces, which was done for the satisfaction of the 
English Government, I Wt assured that, through the kindness of that Govern- 
ment, my life would be spent in jjci'fect comfort and ease, with full power and 
security. 

By chance unpleasant circumstances have arisen, of which tlie following is a 
statement; Major Baillie, in consequence of dissatisfaction with me, for some 
time past has failed in those observances of respectful consideration in his letters 
which were practised by the Residents at my Court. He prevented me from 
going on a hunting excursion. At a recent conference, on .Saturday the 14th of 
Xeehijj (l9th December), he observed to me in great anger, that he considered 
the respectful consideration which he hud hitlierto shewn to the Presence as 
improper; that, with regard to certain questions requiring adjustment, my con- 
sent was unnecessary ; that it behoved him, in compliance with the requisition 
of the elder Begum, to send his own people and place her in possession of tlie 
disputed villages ; to send his own people to adjust the complaints of the Honour- 
able Company s sepoys and possess tJiero of their rights, agreeably to their request; 
and to send a servant of his oam to pass Hydcr Buklish out of the city. 

Your well-wisher became very apprehensive in consequence of those obser- 
vations; and afterwards, on the l6ih Zeehijj (21st December), the Resident 
sent me a letter of that date, containing a declaration, under the seal of Hyder 
Bukhsh, with a copy of a former letter, dated the 11th Zekaud 1224 (ipth De- 
cember 1809), in answer to a letter from the Presence, copies of all which .are 
now transmitted to your Lordship, and wilt explain the particulars. It will 
appear to your Lordship from this letter, Riat tlie Resident has plainly falsified 
your well-wisher’s words, and imputed oppression to your well-wisher: whereas, 
in reality, iie bimself formerly wrote to me, tliat if 1 had any demands against 
Hyder Bukhsh, he would see them liquidated, otherwise that he would give him 
leave to depart to his house; and consequently your well-wisher wrote to him a 
true statement of the case, incompliance with his request, as may be seen by the 
copies enclosed. Furtlier, your well-wisher never in any way oppressed nor 
dealt harsldy with Hyder Bukhsh, nor ever expressed a wish to this cflfect to the 
Resident. 
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Bengal PoliCicftl 
Consultations, 

«s Jan. mrs. 

Letter 

^om tbe Vizier. 

The wish of the Resident now is to settle all matters in his own way, and merely 
to apprize roe of the settlement; but your well-wisher will never consent to this: 
and matters have come to such a pitch, that my statements are falsified in every 
case, and the assertions of others are believed, which is extremely distressing and 
disagreeable to me. 

I can never reconcile myself to the idea of argument and altercation with the 
Resident on every question that occurs, tor I consider this to be totally beyond 
my power, and 1 never expected such proceedings from any Resident at my 
Court. Theiefore seeing all those occurrences, 1 am greatly distressed ; and, 
considering it for my advantage to remove from hehcc, 1 am induced to solicit 
yx)ur Lordship's permission to my travelling, and 1 await your answer to this 
letter. 

Hitherto matters have been carried on through your Lordship’s kindness alone; 
but now, if the veil is to be removed, your well-wisher can do nothing ; and 
therefore I beg your Lordship not to delay an answer to this letter, nor to con- 
sider your well-wisher like any of the other Princes, but as obedient to your 
Lordship at all times, and to treat me with kindness accordingly. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillik, 

Resident. 


As your Lordship’s sincere well-wislier knows no other kind and sympathizing 
friend in the world than your Lordship, and the power and strength of your 
well-wisher depend on your Lordship’s protection alone, and as the plan here has 
assumed another appearance your well-wisher, seeing these matters, has become 
apprehensive in the extreme. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th December 1812.) 

1 have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s note, desiring me to sub- 
mit for your perusal a translation of the orders of the Government regarding the 
case of Hyder Bukbsh. 

The instructions which I received from the Government respecting all the de- 
pendents of the late Almass Alee Khan have been repeatedly explained to your 
Excellency, and a translation is already in your possession. The case, however, 
of Hyder Bukhsh, and his title to depart from Lucknow, are obviously not of a 
nature to require the especial notice and orders of tbe Governor-General in 
Council. Hyder Bukhsh is unquestionably a subject of tbe Honourable Com- 
pany, and an inhabitant of Corah in the British dominions. His connection with 
Almass Alee Khan occasioned his temporary residence in Lucknow, which he now 
wishes to quit and to return to his hou.se in the Doab; for which purpose he has 
obtained a passport under the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s signature 
and seal, which is equivalent to the express order of the Government, for his depar- 
ture whenever he thinks proper, and no cause for his detention has been shewn. If 
he be indebted to your Excellency’s Government, and your Excellency will be 
pleased to explain and establish tbe grounds of your demand, 1 am ready to 
order the payment of it ; but, otherwise, as I have already submitted to you, I 
deem myself to be fully authorized to grant him permission to go to bis house, 
which 1 shall do accordingly, and report the circumstance to Government, with 
the other particulars of our conference of thi.s morning at the Residency. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letier From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 20th December 1812.) 

from the Vizier. 

You have stated to me, that if I have any demands against Hyder Bukhsh, I 
should explain them, in order that you may direct him to liquidate them. ^ The 
case is this : after the death of Almass Alee Khan this person appeared in the 
Presence, aud represented that he had seventy' thousand rupees and a few thou- 
sand gold mutuiis, which lie was ready to give me for permission to proceed on 
a pilgrimage. I dcsirtd him to reiuain in attendance with confidence, and 

shortly 
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•bonfy after lie mpiied for the oEke of Daroeha of tlie Dewan Kliana, which »««■> P<4W«ail 
I dedined to eonlwr on him. Shortly after this he sought the office of Khan- 
eamatt) and I gave him a kbelat of diatinctioo, on which be presented an artee ■ 

proiMing not to quit Lucknow witliout my permission, which arsee I showed Letter fiwm the 
to Fukc€ir«ood Deco Akmud (Mirza Jafer}. Since that period 1 have never dis* Viarior. 
tressed ffim in manner whatever, and he then cmnmenced his attendance 
on you, abandoning die Presence entirely. 

He was originally a Hindoo, and afterwards became the slave of Almass, who 
was the slave of the Presence. Fyzoolla, the treasurer, and Gbolum Molium- 
mud Toshukchee, keeper of the wardrobe to the late Almass, assert that Hyder 
Bukhsh has appropriated part of the wealth of Almass ; and if this be proved, 
let Hyder Bukhsh answer to the charge. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written die 19th December 1809.— 11th * 

Zekaud 1224.) ftemR^Ltw 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter • of yesterday’s date, Lucknow, 
stating that your Excellency had desired me to address the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General respecting Hyder Buklisli ; that I had accordingly done 
so, and had stated in person to your Excellency the orders of Government in 
answer, but that, as your Excellency had forgotten the substance of my verbal 
communication on this subject, you wished me to submit it in writing. 

I do not remember that your Excellency ever desired me to address the 
Government regarding Hyder Bukhsh ; but I perfectly well recollect, that on 
the death of Almass Alee Khan, I admitted, in conversation with your Excel- 
lency, your preferable right to the property of the deceased over the claim 
which the Beg^m had advanced to it, and pointed out the only unexception- 
able, or even reputable means, by which your Excellency could get possession 
of the property. I also submitted, on that occasion, the whole of the circum- 
stances of the case to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 
whose commands were communicated to your Excellency, the substance of 
which ia as follows : 

“ The Governor-General in Council is unwilling to admit the belief tbattlie 
“ Vizier will exert the right of sovereigns of Mahometan countries over persons 
“ in the situation of the late Almass Alee Khan, to the extent of reducing bis 
family and dependents to want or distress. Should you, however, have reason 
“ to apprehend that his Excellency contemplates any measures of severity and 
harsnnat, you will not hesitate to represent to him, in the most urgent and 
“ impressive manner, the injustice as well as impolicy of such acts, setting 
before him hi the strongest light the injurious consequences to his reputation 
“ as a Prince, which acts of such unjust severity towards the family of an ol<l 
** servant of his house would produce. His Lordship in Council cannot doubt 
“ that your repre^ntation, urged with earnestness and made in the name of the 
** Government, will produce a proper effect on the mind of the Vizier.” 

To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 21st December 1812.) 

A perusal of your Excellency’s letter dated yesterday, and having reference 
to the case of Hyder Bukhsh, has excited my surprise and concern ; and although 
it be unnecessary and unpleasant to trouble the Government with references on 
such trifling matters as this is, I shall- he compelled, on the present occasion, to 
submit a translation of your Excellency’s letter, now acknowledged, with a cor- 
rect and |>articular statement of the merits of this case, to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, that his Lordship in Council may be apprized 
of the exitraordinary grounds or pretexts on which your Excellency would seem 
to have resolved to distress the dependants of our Oovernraent, in opposition to 
his Lordship’s advice. 

4 Q 

* Tliii letter does not appear upon the Consultations. 


At 
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At the same time, I tntist beg your Excellency to recollect, that tlie r'esolcitbR 
expressed upon iny part of representing tlie case of Hyder Bnkhsh tnthe 
’ * Right Honourable the Gtovernor-General in Council, is by no means intended 

L«^ to supersede the requisition which I have conveyed to your Excellency for the 
at unmolested departure of Hyder Bukhsh, as a subject of the British Government 
LudcMw. furnislied with a' regular passport under the Governor* Genet'ars seal, when- 

ever he niav think proper to quit your capital. On the coptiagr,, 1 repeat to 
your Excellency, that the nennissiou which I consider oaywif as &l)y autboriae^ 
to grant to that person for his departure is still in force, and that any att^pt on 
the piartof your Excellency s oiheers to detain hun will be,, in my judgment, 
highly improper. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, “ that after the death ofAlmass 
Alee Khan, Uyder Bukhsh attended in your presence and declared,'* &c. (reca- 
pitulate.) 

I have thought it my duty, with the view of ascertaining the real circum- 
stances of the grounds on which your Excellenc)’ would forcibly detain Hyder 
Bukhsh in your capital, to suintnou that person before me, and to examine him 
particularly on oatn. His deposition has been taken accordingly, and is submit- 
ted for your Excellency's perusal, without comment ; for to comment on the par- 
ticulars to which he has sworn seems to me to be totally useless* 

Your Excellency's assertion, that an arzee on the part of Hyder'Bukhsh, con- 
taining a promise never to quit Lucknow without your consent, was presented 
by that person to your Excellency, and exhibited by your Excellency to Mirza 
Jafer, a confidential servant of uiine, seemed to require more minute inves- 
tigation, and I have questioned Miiza Jafer on the sul)ject. He denies his 
having ever seen such an arzee in the Presence ; and it is certainly very extraor- 
dinary, if he had seen and read it as declared by your Excellency, that he should 
have concealed the circumstance from me. 

A copy of the Arzee, however, has been exhibited to me this day by Hyder 
Bukhsh, and it certainly does not contain the promise which your Excellency 
has been pleased to adduce. The explanation, too, afforded upon oath, of the 
circumstances under whicli tlie arzee was wrested from Hyder Bukhsh, rather 
than voluntarily presented by him to your Excellency, is particularly worthy of 
notice. Your Excellency’s allusion to the circumstance and causes of Hyder 
Bukhsh’s attendance on me may be answered, by recalling to your recollection 
the occasion of your request of my agency towards the liquidation of yotiv 
demands against Almass Alee Khan. On tliat occasion, as your Excellency 
knows, I summoned all the principal dependants of Almass before me, and 
induced them, by a promise of protection, to liquidate the arrears of Almass, 
with the view of his and their obtaining a general acquittance from your Excel- 
lency. To Hyder Bukhsh, who on that occasion contributed a considerable aum 
of money for the attainment of the object in view, I promised not only my pro* 
tection, but also the permission of our Government to proceed on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, or to visit and reside with bis family in the Dooab, provided he should 
not undertake any office or situation of responsibility in the service of your 
Excellency's Government. On the faith of this promise by me, and under feats 
of oppression by your Excellency, Hyder Bukhsh has continued to attend me, 
and occasionally to urge me for permission to depart from the city of Lucknow. 

From the tenor of your Excellency's message to me on Saturday last, rearing 
a translation of my instructions from Government for the protectioa of .the 
dependents of Almass, and more particularly from the intention which you 
evince of compelling Hyder Bukhsh to continue bis residence in this cUy^ it 
would seem that your Excellency had forgotten tlie contents of your own letter 
to my address, under date the tenth of Zeekaud 1S24 (IBth December 
and of my answer to that letter, which was written on the following day, coavt^- 
ing to you the sentiments of the Government, as expressed in the ft>Uowia|g 
words : * 

“ Should you, howev’er, have reason to apprehend that his Excellency eon- 
** templates any measures of severity and harshness, you will not hesitate to 

** re'prefent 
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cepiresent to hiso, in tiie imtst urgent and impressive manner^ the injustice as 
V as; impoUcj^ p<f audi acta» setting before him, in the strobgest light, the 
“ iiyurious pousequeoces to his reputation, as a Prince, which acts of such 
'V unjust severity towards the family of an old servant of liis 4ouse would 
“ produce.** 

I mtrrat your Excellency to compare the impressive and friendly advice of 
the Rij^ht Honourable the Govemor*General in Council, as expressed in the 
foregoing words, with the design which you now entertain of forcing Hyder 
Buktish to remain in a city,, where he has neither subsistence nur employment, 
and preventing his retreat to his home in the Honourable Company’s territory, 
where he enjoys or has a prospect of both. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Deposition, on Oath, of Hyder Bnkhsh, taken on Atonday the 21aY of December, 

bejofc the Resident at Lucknow. 

Question, State, on your oath, with accuracy, the cause and circumstances of 
your attending in the presence of his Excellency the V^izicr, both before and 
after the death of the fate Almass Alee Khan. 

Answer, The state of the case is as follows When Almass Alee Khan was 
pleased to grant me his permission fur my proceeding on a pilgrimage to 
Kurbula, I presented a petition to his Excellency for an order to quit the city, 
without which no person can have egress, and the prayer of this petition was 
refused. I then applied to Ray Jeysook Ray, and afterwards repeatedly to Mirza 
Muhdee Alee Khan, who informed me that it was his Excellency’s pleasure I 
should continue in attendance in the Presence and accept an employment in the 
State. This I most peremptorily refused, declaring that 1 had no wish tor 
employment, or should have continued to serve my muster Almass, who had 
much of the country in his hands : that my sole and earnest desire was to be 
permitted to proceed on a pilgrimage. Soon after tliis Shurf Alee Kiiau 
summoned me before him, and urged me strenuously to attenci iii the Presence, 
which I was tiuis forced to agree to, considering any further resistance to his 
Excellency’s will as improper ; and accordingly, w'ith Almass’s permission, 1 
attended, and was treated with extraordinary distinction, as well as encouraged 
to hope for permission to proceed on a pilgrimage. 

Q. It would appear that while attending in the Presence after the death of 
Almass Alee Khan, you declared yourself to be in possession of seventy thou- 
sand rupees and several thousand gold niohurs, which you oil'cred as a douceur 
to bis Excellency for permission to proceed to Kurbula : state, on your oath, cor- 
rectly, the circumstances of this transaction. 

A, They are as follow. Shortly after the death of Almass, I renewed my 
application to the Presence for permission to proceed on a pilgrimage, and wa» 
desired to , rely on liis Excellency’s favour with confidence. The mention of 
money, too, I recollect, and it occurred exactly as follows. 1 stated to his Ex- 
cellency the Vizier tliat 1 did possess, at one time, the sum of seventy thousand 
ruDces in silver and property, which 1 had devoted to the liquidation of the 
balances of revenue which Were claimed from my master, Almass ; and that 
now the wreck of my fortunes, after disposing of every thing in my possession, 
ntigbt amount to fifteen or twenty thousand rupees and two hundred gold 
moburs, which I reserved as an offering at tlie holy shrines ; but, if his Exoel- 
leocy should be pleased to deprive me of a part of this sum, and permit uio to 
retain nlerely enough for the expenses of my journey, I was willin|» to pay any 
portion of it into his Excellency’s treasuiy. I was commanded, in answer, to 
oe at rest, and that a particular answer should be given on further consideration. 
Iliie mention of the sum of seventy thousand rupees I solemnly declare to have 
occurred in the manner above stated, and the number of gold niohurs which 
I twntioned to have been no more than two hundred in all. 


Bei^ Political 
ConauluttOQi, 
82 Jan. ISlIt 

bsttcr 

from Residmt at 
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Q. If would seem that, at one jieriod of your attendance in the Preiehcit»; yeu 
solicited the offices of Darogha of the Dewan Khatni, and Khanfiimah to- Ids 
Excelletn^ the Vizier : state the circumstances under Whi^ yott for 

thoseoffices. 

J. I solemnly deny, upon my oath, my having ever solicited or wished for 
an appointment of any description under his Excdlency the Vizier*^ , ^he.lm^- 
liable practice of his ^cellency*s Government is known to he, thijt hp 
nor negotiations on the subject of appointment to office are ever verba^ hpard 
or received, but that written applications, under the seal of the cands^t^i are 
unffiNtnly demanded. If I bad ever -mMwiAaieh anwjppKcation, ft ihust have 
been in writing under my seal, end meiy now ' bC produecd egainst ttiCi ' Hds 
application, if ever made in my name, was totally false and malicious; Z had 
three times the honour of a khelat from the Presence, but never wished for, nor 
accepted, nor interfered in any manner in, the service of the State. 

Q. It would appear that you presented an arzee to his Excellency, promising 
never to depart from Lucknow without bis consent. 

ji. The true statement of this affair is as follows. Rale Ruttun Clmnd sent 
for me one day, and shewed me two drafts of an arzee and memorandum, to 
which, under the order as he said of the Presence, my seal was immediately 
required. I at first refused to sign any one of them, declaring that they were in 
direct opposition to my wishes, whicn tended only to my obtaining permission 
to depart, and consequently that I could never sign or seal them with my free 
will or accord. The Raie answered, that such were the orders of the Presence ; 
that I must not on any pretext disobey them ; that his Excellency was disposed 
to befriend me ; and that I could never expect to live in peace, save by ob^ing 
the orders and conforming with the will of his Excellency. 

By these means I was at length compelled to put my seal to the papers, which 
I delivered into the hands of Ruttun Chund ; and two d^s after 1 got back the 
memorandum from the Raie with the sign manual of his £xcellcn<^, granting me 
an allowance of five hundred rupees per mensem. But being ever indisposed to 
receive place or pension from his Excellency, and desirous to proceed on a pit* 
grimage, 1 have not accepted nor been offered a single rupee of the salary from 
that day until this. 

Q. Fyzoola Khan Khezanchce, and Gholam Mohommed Toslmkehic of the 
late Almass Alee Khan, assert that you have fraudulently appropriated a part of 
the wealth of Almass. How is this ? 

This assertion is totally false aitd groundless, I solemnly declare upon iny 
oath. If I had appropriated any part of Almass’s wealth in his lifetime, he 
would doubtless have called me to an account, and would never liave permitteti 
me to proceed on a pilgrimage, far less have granted me an acquittance of my 
conduct and intromissions with his property in full of all demands. This is per** 
fectly clear, I apprehend. 

True translations : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Sd January 1813.) 

Your Excellency having been pleased, in your letter of yesterday’s date to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, which I shall have the lionour of for- 
warding without delay, to convey some complaiiits of Itty conduct, which it 
behoves me, of course, to reply to, 1 deem it proper, in the first instance; tosbhofit 
a few observations to your Excellency, with the view of requesting an^eludd»“ 
tion of some points of your complaint which appear to require expidnafioii. 

Your Excellency has complained, in the first place, of a want of rei|>ect in 
my letters, proowding from dissatisfaction or displeasure. Now, al^ough the 
displeasure of the British Government, and consequently my dissntisfiMrtiiBHa at 
your Excellency’s recent proceedings, and the obvious grounds of llieoir namely, 

your 
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Your Excellency’s second complaint has a re^ence to my supposed p«ve»- 
tiou of your hunting excursion- last year. In anawer to- this, if it were oecee* 
^ry, Iniight beg your Excellency to recollecttbat an annual hunting excursiem, 
in the hottest season of the year, wa3"irever your Excellency's practice till 1 
had tile honour of residing at your Court ; since which 1 have on four successive 
occasions, without reluctance, and with a view to your Excellency’s pleasure, 
suffered all the fatigues of a journey', and cheerfully attended your Excellency 
in camp for months during the most inclement season of the year. But, with a 
reference to the last year in particular, which is tlie subject of your Excellency’s 
complaint, the real state of the case your Excellency must admit to be as fol- 
lows : at a conference in my own house, in the month of March or April,- when 
the hunting, excursion and the preparations for your journey were mentioned, I 
begged your Excellency to reflect that a letter from the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, on a subject of the utmost importance, the reform of your 
Excellency’s admininistration, had been before you for upwards of a year, and 
that it seemed to me to be advisable that your Excellency should take some 
steps in this business, and prepare your answer to the Governor-General before 
you set out on your journey, but that your Excellency might act as you thought 
proper; to which your Excellency immediately replied, that you would put off 
the hunting excursion. 

If your- Excellency be now pleased to consider the above suggestion on my 
part, to the verbal accuracy of which l am ready to de|)ose upon oath, as a pre- 
vention of your hunting excursion, 1 must acquiesce in your Excellency’s 
construction. 

The third ground of complaint is the substance of my conference with your 
Excellency on Saturday the 19tii of December, at which I submitted an abstract 
of the orders of Government, under dates the 8th of May and S9d of October 
last, having reference to the employment of the British troops for the suppression 
or seizure of banditti infesting the Honourable Company's territory and finding 
refuge in your Excellency’s dominions, applying those orders of the Govern- 
ment, and their necessary consequences, witii the purest motives of friendship; 
as a salutary caution to your Excellency against tlie eflects of your continuing to 
oppose the just views of our Government. 

To those orders, in fact, and to my expo^tion of their tendency. In the strict 
discharge of my duty, and from the purest motives of friendship, I ascribe en- 
tirely and exclusively the tenor of your present complaint. To persons who 
know much less, and to others who know .more, than your Excellency of my> 
disposition and manners, I may safely refer for the truth of my solemn and can- 
did assertion, that 1 am incapable of shewing auger in argument, on suiijects or 
occasions of the nature to which your Excellency alludes, and that the words 
which your Excellency has been pleased to ascribe to me were never uttered by 
me in the manner, nor to the effect, which you have stated. 

Our conversation was entirely in Hindoostauee, and I held written memoranda- 
of my own part of it in my hand at the time. 1. commenced with observing to , 
your £x,celfency, that it had long been my practice, and should ever be my, 
earnest ,^esire, from motives of respect for your Excellency, to avoid urging you 
repeatedly, or with earnestness, on any question whatever, however just in my, 
own ^nion^ without a previous reference to the Goverument and receiving its. 
positive orders to that That the cases of Budjha Sing and of the banditti 

in Elababad were striking examples of this remark ; and that the result of the, 
tefcrenceson those subjects now before you, and on many other questions formerly 

4 11 lel'circd, 


■your Excelfency’s uniferm opposition to the just views of the Government ilid 
total disregard of my- advice, be readily admitted and established, yet as l am 
totally unconscious of any failure iu the observances of personal respect, lam 
naturally at a loss to conceive to which of my recent letters your Excellency has 
been pleascdto allude, and therefore I beg to be informed, whether your Excel- 
lency refers merely to those of which copies are conveyed in your address to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, and are indeed' already before him, 
or there be any other letters of mine to form the ground of your Excellency’s 
cohaplttint, that those also may be submitted to the Government. 
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Bgn p l referi^j as removing the vdl from . your ' conduct, should naturally suggest jto 

your Excetlency the wisdom, and even the necessity of paying degree^of 
aa to my suggestions on other points. That the questions of th«? superintend 

. LMer . dence of the Kboord Muhl, disputed villages in Binga, and other contested points 
fiw Py iirt ft between your Excellency and her Highness the Begum, were fully as clear as llie 
frafilpfF* former, were originally susceptible of decision by me, without any reference to tl|e 
Government, and that the result of the references on these points might be natu- 
rally expected to be the same with that which I had just read in your preseime ; 
font was dear^' the province of the British Government, in its character gua- 
rantee of the rights of both parties, to arbitrate and decide on all matters contested 
between them, and to place the party aggrieved in the full possession of its rights, 
and tliat such in my belief would prove the consequence of your Excellency's 
delay to do justice to her Highness the elder Begum. Digressing from more 
important subjects to questions of smaller moment, I complained in strong, but 
respectful terms, of your Excellency’s delay to acquiesce in the departure of 
Hyder Bukhsb, a native subject of the British Government, and holding the 
Governor-General's passport in his hands for his departure from Lucknow and on 
a pilgrimage. I complained, further, of your extraordinary delay to redress the 
grievances of the Honourable Compan^r’s sepoys, and specified the particular case 
of MalTcwarree, uaick, who had been confined in irons by one of your Excellen- 
cy’s Aumils for weeks, and the whole of his property plundered, and whose 
redress, like that of many other persons, was evaded by the contending state- 
ments of the aggressors and aggrieved, the former supported by your Excel- 
lency, and the means of due investigation denied. 

With regard to all those cases I argued, that a constant reference to the 
Supreme Government was totally unnecessary, save from motives of respect for 
your Excellency, since my own judgment and ofiicial authority were sufficient 
to bring them to an equitable decision. 

That the obviously just and most simple method of doing so was to depute 
AmeeiH or Cboprassies to the spot, for the purpose of investigating the grounds 
of complaint, and to consider and act on the reports of those Ameens as decisive 
of the questions at issue between the Aumils and the parties aggrieved. That 
this seemed to me to be now the only remaining expedient for redressing 
the wrongs of the sepoys ; and with regard to the departure of Hyder Bukhsh, 
as a question already decided by the instructions of the Government to me, I 
have no hesitation in admitting tliat I frankly declared to your Excellency my 
resolution of employing a servant of my own to pass him beyond the gates of 
the city, if your Excellency should persist in refusing to permit him to depart 
to his home in the Honourable Company's dominions, or to shew some good 
cause for bis detention. 

The above, to the best of my recollection, is the whole of tlie substance, and 
a faithful description of the manner, of my share in the conference with your 
Excellency oo the morning of the 19th of December. If there be any thing 
demonstrative of anger, or of a wish, far less a resolution, to settle every point 
“ in my own way,” and merely to apprize your Excellency of the settlement 
your Excellency has now to explain it, and the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General im Council will decide. 

To express a direct contradiction of the assertion of any person, the lowest 
in tlw world, b totally foreign to my forms of speech, and can never bsb® 
my pen. But I am perfectly ready to admit, that cases have arisett and m^ 
ansc^ in which a manifest difference between your Excellency’s statement on e 
partieular question at issue, and that of a poor person, the other party in the 
cause, imqr require that 1 should form a judgment of the merits of the caeo nom 
concomitant circumstances and proofs, and that my judgment beicq^' at variance 
wi& your Excellency’s, I feel it my duty to declare this opinion, in argaa^ t w ' 
in correspondence, without reserve. If by this conduct on my part, your Exc^ 
ledey should be induced to complain that 1 have felsified your Excdlwcya 
a^rtions, I may frequently ^ve cause of complaint widioot the smallest inten- 
tion of offending. 


Yoof 
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Your. Excettency has t)bserved in your letter to tlie the 

OQver«Oi><Jeneral,. that you never expected »ich prooeedinga the lleftident 
etyoiit Excellency’s Court ; yet the obvious cause of thcne pubetltdlf^ and 6f i , , ,-- 
every drcunistance or ineasareon my part which can give uheai^eiis to your Lcteat 
Excellency’s mind, is your determined perseverance in opposing the advice of ** ?"f*j “**^ 
the Government which i represent, and whose sentiments I submit to your i'W*aa*^* 
Excellency, and consequently the removal of that cause is alone in your Excel- 
leqpy’a-power. Your declaration, at the close of your letter, of entire obedience 
to the wiH of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, when 
compared with your uniform disregard of every counsel which his Lordship has 
conveyed to you during a period of two years, deems to me to be deserving of 
reflection. 

Having now concluded those remarks on the whole of your Excellency's 
letter conveying a complaint against myself, whidi I propose transmitting to 
the Government, I submit them, in the spirit of candour, for your Excellency’s 
perusal in the fli'st instance, that if your Excellency wish 'to reply, you m^ be 
furnished witlj the best means of doing so by considering the purport of my 
renmks. 

A true translalitm : 

(Signed) J. Haillix, 

Resist. 


To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor- General in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. Eort- William. 

My Lord : 

i. Jn continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 4tti instant to your 
Lordship in Council’s address, I have now the honour of transmitting to you a 
copy and translation of a letter received from his Excellency the Vixier, in 
answer to the statement which 1 submitted on tire subject of his Excellency’s 
complaint contained in bis letter to your Lordship under date the 1st instant. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


•2. It was my original intention to have abstained from further correspondence 
with the Vizier on the subject of his letter to your Lordship, and after submit- 
ting a copy of his answer to my statement^ with such remarks as the tenor of it 
might suggest to me, for your Lordship in Council’s decision, to have awaited 
the communication of that decision to his Excellency directly or to myself, 
before 1 should address him again on any subject whatever, unless it were of a 
nature so urgent as could not with propriety be postponed till I should receive 
your Lordship’s instructions. 


3. But the general tenor and the manner of his Excellency’s letter to my 
address, and particularly some of the doctrines which are stated and supported 
in that letter, seemed so novel and extraordinary to my judgment, that 1 could 
not, consistently with my duty, refrain from submitting to his Excellency my 
sentiments on the nature of the degradation which be has thus attempted to 
impose OB the high official station of your Lordship’s representative at, his 
Court 

J* 

4. A copy and translation of the letter which I have deemed it to be my duty 
to address to his Excellency the Vizier on this occasion are submitted for your 
Lordship’s perusal, and supersede a repetition of the remarks on the subject of 
the complaint against myself, which it was, originally my intention to have con- 
veyed in a direct address to your Lordship, 

5. With a reference to the exceptionable manner of writing which the Vitier 
hei^n to- adopt in the latter years of the Residency of the late Colonel Scott xt 
Lucknow, and has gradually woaghito a pitch which is, in my judgment bi^Iy 
offensive, it may be necessary to account to your Lordship in CouncR for my 
having omitted to notice it before, and thus affording an opportunity to the Vizier, 
not only to persist in and tp aggravate bis own exefsptiooable style, but to be the 
first to complain, however groundlessly, of a want of respect upon my part. 

6'. TIjc 
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P iil8ji l< ri ^ T|}e causes aud motives of this omission, by my predecessors as well as 
myself, are to betracM in the intricacies and celicacies, as I majr term then), of 
, * the forms of Persian correspondence as practised in this countiy ; in an imperfect 

knowledge, or a disregard of those peculiar intricacies by G>lonei Scott ; the total 
jftMi'ffiMMBntat ignorance of theta by Colonel Collins ; the gradual and imperceptible advantage 
''*“*““’*'* of those circumstance;} whi^ has been taken by his Excellency the Vizier ; the 
establishment of nearly the present form of correspondence on the part of his 
Excellency before tay arrival at bis Court, and my natural desire to ccncili' 
ate, and to refrain from serions remonstrance regarding matters of taere form, 
till they became of . considerable importance; combing with a hope, I con* 
fes^ that the model which I. thought proper to adopt for my own letters to his 
Excellency, being that of the earlier ])erioas of his, and of the whole of bis bro- 
ther’s administration, would have ultimately answered the purpose, hy recalling 
to his Excellency’s mind what was proper and becoming on nis part, with a refer- 
ence to the oflldial rank of the Representative of the British Government at his 
Court, which in evety other instance, save that of letter-writing, be has generally 
most strictly observed. 


7. With a view to elucidate the remarks on this branch of the subject of his 
Excellency’s letter to my address, which are contained in my answer to that 
letter, and now submitted to your Lordship, I shall transmit to the Persian 
department copies of a number of letters from the lateNawaubAsuf-ood-DowIab, 
addressed to Mr. Ives and kir. Lumsden, and of letters from those gentlemen 
to the late Nawaub, with copies of a number of letters from the present Vizier to 
Mr. -Lumsden and Colonel Scott, and from those gentlemen to his Excellency ; 
a comparison of the style and manner of which with those of his Excellency’s 
recent letters to me, will enable the Persian Secretary to report to your Lordship 
in Council on the general accuracy of my remarks; and after receiving the report 
of that officer, it will remain for your Lordship in Council to decide whether the 

P resent forms of correspondence adopted by his Excellency the Vizier to your 
ordship’s representative at his Court, and the submissive and derogatory style 
which his Excellency requires from tlie Resident, shall be continued, or the less 
exceptionable practice of former limes, and of the early part of his Excellency’s 
Government, shall be resumed and established for the future. 

8, With a reference to the more essential degradation of the rank and official 
influence of the Resident at the Court of the Vizier, which his Excellency has 
very plainly expressed his design of imposing on me in tlic concluding para- 
graphs of bis letter, I deem it to be totally unnecessary to intrude on your Lord- 
ship’s time, by submitting any other remarks than those which arc stated in my 
reply. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

1 1 th January 1813. Resident. 


from^^VizitT From H is Excellency tlic Vizier. (Received the 7th January 1813.) 

Your writing submitted on the 28th of Zeehijj (2d January), containing an 
answer to the contents of a letter from Uie Presence to the Right Honourable 
tbe Governor-General, dated the 25th of tKal ihohth (Slst December), has beqn 
perused. You have submitted, that ** although the causes of the cUspleasuf^ pf 
“ the British Government arid your own, namely, ray uniform pppositidn, to l^e 
“ just views of the Gbverhmeht and total disregard of your adyice,,be admip^d 
“ and established, yet you are totally uncouscioua,” &'c, (to the end.); 

In reply t® which, the case is this:' Your fiilturefn the dHiiiiihraihc^ of it^ect 
for the Presence began 'before the dfscussions to Which ydti aflbdiB’ fdok ’pla^; 
ahd, on the part of tile Presence, no alteration in the taann'er and styfe of writ- 
ing has ever been inede, asthe 6f the Pr^enee 

writings of rife former snct^ritaebt'titatai cMpated W^ each' driiet a)ftd tn^ 
‘H^tttigii former Residents in ybnf'Pffiide,' *dnl ahoVi*’ Tf 6o IbSY at th'enSi’yqtt 
will perceivethediflbrence, and thtf'Prcienbefliis'nd’Oeif^tbiii tbexplain'it. 

After 
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After acknowledging your dissatisfaction, you submit that '* you are at a toss Falttkal 

to conceive to which of your recent letters I have been pleased to allude as u 
** cause of complaint, and beg to be informed,” &c. The case is this : From 
the representations contained in your writing submitted ou the 3d of Jemadee^ letter 
oos>sanee 1286 (27tli June 1811)* the manner of your respect for the Presence is *0“ dw Visisr. 
apparent, and of the representations in your writing containing the deposition of 
Hyder Bukhsh, what was disagreeable to the mind of the Presence has been stated 
in my letter to the Governor-General. Your writing in answer to tliat letter, ' 
too, contains a manner of respect for the Presence which is obvious. 

The speech which you submit in denial of your prevention of the bunting 
ekenrsion was made last year. But as you must have accompanied tlie Presence 
on the hunting excursion, the answer to the Governor-Gcnerars letter might have 
been written there as well as here. And on one occasion before, last year, when 
the Presence intended moving to Nawaubgunge, you. prevented it, and after all the 
preparations for the hunting excursion were made according to custom, till you ob- 
tained a promise of an early return, you did not approve of the march of the Pre- 
sence : nay, further, after our return, when Lucknow was enlightened by the Pre* 
sence, and the Presence was afflicted with rheumatic pains in the joints, to a degree 
winch rendered speaking or breathing unpleasant; when in that state the Presence 
removed for change of air to Beebeepore, at so short a distance from the palace of 
Furhu Bukhsh as to be no more than a change of residence, even this movement 
was disagreeable to you. If the cause of your disapproval was merely the 
difflculty of transacting business or obtaining answers to your requests, the 
distance was of no consequence whatever, and in a state of sickness what could 
be done? 

■ In reply to your representation of “your having submitted an abstract of the 
** (wders of the Government dated the 8th of May and 23d of October, regarding 

the employment of the British troops, to the Presence, at our conference of 
“ Saturday we 14th of Zeehijj (19th Decembet), and your having applied those 
“ orders and their consequences from motives of friendship, and your consider- 
“ ing those orders to be tne true cause of this complaint from the Presence,” the 
case is this : At the conference abovementioned, the two papers described were 
taken, and regarding them not a word was issued from the Presence ; but, M'ith 
regard to other matters, the expressions which you submitted to the Presence were,, 
in the opinion of the Presence, clearly demonstrative of anger and disrespect. 

You admit your application of the words “ necessarily removing the veil,” &c.; 
and after this admission, what more need be written from the Presence r 

With regard to your representation, that it was “ the province of the Brltisli 
“ Government, in its character of guarantee, to arbitrate and decide on all con- 

tested points,” &c. What has been already repeatedly said upon this subject 
shall never be departed from with my consent. If done contrary to my consent, 
you are at liberty,. 

With regard to your complaints at the conference above mentioned “ on the 
“ case of Mai Tewarree, naick, and other sepoys and dependants of the British 
“ Government, and the support of the Presence to the statements of the Aumils, 

“ and a denial of the means of investigation,” the case w this : It was never the 
wish nor tlesire of the Presence, that the complaints of those sepoys should not 
be justly decided, or that their investigation should be delayed} far less that the 
rights of the poor should be lost, or the statements of tne Aumils confirmed. 

But the cause of the delay is this : that the sepoys will not agree to the state- 
ments of tbe Seghadars (revenue officers) and persons versant in the business, 
nor will they submit their complaints to arbitration, nor be satisfied with anything 
sbott of the accomplishment of their own views. Reflect that conversation on 
business does not require anger, nor wrath, nor forgetfulness of the respect for 
situation, and that the expressions whidi you submitted in the Presence, as tend- 
ing to diminish the authority of the Presence, clearly indicated anger and wrath, 
siiioe the plan which you propose of deputing Ameens and Chupprasstes to dhni- 
ntsU the . power .and autl^ity of the Presence can never be agreed to 1^ the 
Pre.sence, as lias lieen already repeatedly signifled. 

4 S 
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. With regand to the clisinisdioii of Hyder Bokhsb, the method' which you have 
adopted has never been seen in any country^ Notwithstanding your promise to 
make him pay any demands of the State that might be established against hin^ 
without investigating the statement of Fyzoolla and Gholam Mohummud, or 
confronting them with him, you permitted him of your own accord to depart. 
And, with a reference to your statement of his being a British subject, the case 
is this : that he left the purgunnah of Corah, which you represent to be his conn* 
try, long before it was (%ded to the Company, and became tlie slave of Almass 
Alee Khan deceased^ whose property be was at his death, and by wliom in this 
city he was educated and brougiu up. It would, therefore, have been becoming 
your friendship, to have confronted him, in the first place, with the two persons 
above mentitmed, and called on him for an answer to their assertions ; and in 
the case of nothing being proved against him, you might then have applied to 
the Presence for his leave to depart, instead of declining: to confront him with 
his accusers or to attend to the commands of the Presence and using angry 
words on the subject of bis departure, which did not become you in any degree, 
and which you yourself acknowledge your having used. 

Again, with regard to your representation, that ** a manifest difference may 
arise between the orders of the Presence on any subject and that of a poor 
“person,” &c. (to the end). The case is this: that the very thing which is 
disagreeable to the mind of the Presence you yourself have acknowledged ; nay, 
you add that this cause of complaint by the Presence may often happen again ; 
and, if so, what respect for the Presence can remain ? Your application even of 
the word “ Complaint,” with a reference to the Presence, is contrary to the 
due observances of respect to which the Presence is entitled. 

Independently of the case of Hyder Bukhsb, there are many other affairs of 
the Presence still unsettled : and with regard to your submission of the denial of 
Pukhur'Ood'Deen (Mirza Jafcr), of his having ever seen the arzee of Hyder 
Bukhsb, what ivas signified from the Presence to Mirza Jafer, and what be 
submitted in answer, shall be written in detail from the Presence, on the con- 
dition of his swearing on the Koran in confirmation or denial of what shall be 
written. 

In reply to your observation, that “ my professions of entire obedience to the 
wilt of the Governor-General, when compared with,” &c. (to the end). 
There is no manner of doubt whatever of the obedience of the Presence to the 
Governor-General, for the Governor-General is the benefactor of the Presence $ 
and if the accomplishment of a matter be beyond the authority and power of the 
Presence, writing a true statement of the case to a benefactor is in no way 
inconsistent with obedience. What more shall be written ? 3d of Mohur- 
rum 1£28. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 8th January 1813.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s gracious letter of yes- 
terday’s date, and have carefully perused its contents. 

The tenor and substance of the letter, in my candid opinion, are such that 1 
mi^bt safely submit it to the Government without a single comment orremarki 
and rely on the justice ofi the Government for a judgment of absolute acquittal 
of the charges of disrespect and imtemperance which your Excellency has pre- 
ferred against me. Yet a sense of my duty to your Excellency, as well as to 
the Government which 1 represent, my wish for a solemn dedsion on the whtrfe 
of the merits of this complaint, from even the remote period >to which your 
Excellency Inas now referred for the grounds of it, mid some other considerationt 
which will appear in theaequel of this letter, ioduce me to tre^ass on your time 
with the following detailed observations. , 

At 
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Atn very early period after my arrival at your Excellenry’s Court; the forms 
of correspondence then recently adopted on the part of your Excelhncy to the 
Resident, and seemingly expected by your Excellency from hioi, seemed to me 
to be deserving of most serious attention and revisal. I looketl back to the 
records of my diice for the forms ofletter-writing on the part of the late Nawanb 
Asuf-ood*Dowlab to the Resident, and found them to be as different from your 
Excellency’s as they are from the mandates of the Emperor of Delhi to his 
Majesty’s subjects and servants, which latter your Excellency’s mandates, rather 
than letters, to the Representative of the British Government at your Court 
exactly resembled, and do resemble at this day. I compared your Excellency’s 
letters to Mr. Lumsden, and a few of those to Colonel Scott, and their letters to 
your Excellency, with your Excellency’s letters to Colonel Collins and myself, 
and found them to be totally different from each other. Being, of course, mor* 
tified and surprised at the change, I submitted my sentiments regarding it in the 
most delicate terras to your Excellency, through the medium of my confidential 
servant, and was referred to the correspondence with Colonel Collins for the only 
satisfaction that could be given. 

Upon this I determined, perhaps improperly, though my motive could not be 
misconstrued, to abstain from any formal remonstrance to your Excellency, on 
the apparent want of consideration in correspondence, which classed the British 
Resident at your Excellency’s Court on a footing of rank with your Excellency’s 
subjects and servants, and to content myself with framing my own letters to your 
Excellency on the model of those of Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott, which 
had never been objected to by your Excellency in the times of those respectable 
officers, and indeed has never been questioned by your Excellency with me till 
the date of your letter to the Governor-General. A number of no less than 
thirty letters from the late Nawaub Asuftood-Dowla to Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, 
from those gentlemen to the late Nawaub, from your Excellency to Mr. Lums* 
den and Colonel Scott, and from the last-mentioned officer to your Excelieney, 
are now submitted for your inspection, and copies of them shall be forwarded to 
the Government ; and 1 shall leave it toyour Excellency’s justice and candour 
to decide, in the first place, whether the least respectful of all the letters from roe 
to your Excellency, during a period of five years, which form the subject ofyoor 
present complaint, do not exceed the most respectful of the enclosed, in every 
point to which your Excellency has alluded ; and, secondly, whether the style 
and language of all your Excellency’s letters to me, .more particularly of that 
which is now before me, do not more resemble the mandates of the King of 
Delhi to his servants, than the letters of any of your Excellency’s august pre- 
decessors, or your own, to the former Residents or representatives of the British 
Government at Lucknow: 

Under all the circumstances which are stated, and wHh a particular reference 
to your Excellency’s remark, that no alteration in the manner and style of 
“ writing has ever been made by your Excellency,” I deem it now to be roy 
duty to solicit from your Excellency’s justice, as I shall submit to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, in vindication of the dignity of 
his Lordship’s Government, that the style and manner of writing to the 
Resident at your Excellency’s court, which was practised by your august 
brother and by your Excellency during the time of Mr. Lumsden, be resorted 
to and scrupulously observed for the future, and that all the exceptionable 
expressions and omissions which have subsequently crept into use be hereafter 
withheld and attended to. 

A copy and translation of my letter of the 3d Jemadee-oos-sanee 1225 (27th 
June 1811), on the subject of reform, to which your Excellency has now beem 
pleased to object, as well as copies and translations, indeed, of all my letters on 
every subject of importance, are already before the Government, and have passed 
the ordeal of its approbation. 

Re^rding my prevention of your Excellency’s bunting excursion last year,yoan 
Excellency has admitted the truth of my declaration. With regard to the circumr 
stances of your intended movement to Nawaub-gunge, my soliciting a promise 
of your early return to Lucknow fWxn a former hunting excursionj and my 
dissatisfaction with your movement to Beebeepore, 1 cannot, at this distance 
of time, sufficiently charge my memory to submit a detail of them to your 

Excellency. 


Bengal PoliiiMf 

Cotuultatkma, 
22 Jan. ISIS. 

Letter 

from Heaident 
. Lucknow. 
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Excellency. The grounds of my surprise and concern at your sudden defiarture 
to Beebeepore are submitted,, and fully explained, in my letter of the 27 th of 
w- * June 1811, already referred to : but, tvith a reference to all those complaints, I 
^ l>aiwr may surely be permitted to plead, that your Excellency’s gracious letter of the 
9 th of July 1811 should, in justice and candour, supersede any further explaha- 
tion on ray Mrt The words of that letter are as follow : “ Reposing con- 
^ fidence, as Ido, in your friendship, and having no other real and sympathizing 
** friend than youfselti whose kindness could give consolation ainl conudence to 

my mind, 1 therefore write to desire, &c. Jn the whole world 1 ha^'e not 

one such a friend as yourself.” 

Your Excellency’s repeated reference to the substance of our conference of 
Saturday the l9th of December, as demonstrative in your opinion of anger, can 
require no other xeply than a solemn declaration on my part, which 1 am ready 
to repeat upon oath, that friendship and conciliation, with the accomplishment 
of the just views of the Government, were the sole objects of ray discourse, 
and that anger and wrath, or disrespect, were as far from my manner at die 
time as they are at the present moment. My application of the words 
removing the ireii from your Excellency’s conduct,” to the orders of Go- 
vernment, dated the 8th of May and 23d of October, was, in my judgment, 
correct, respectful, and friendly in the extreme. 

Your Excellency's repeated refusal to admit of the mediation and arbitration 
erf* the British Government between her Highness the Begum and yourself, 
cannot surety form a necessary obstacle to the Government’s continuing to urge 
the just settlement of her Highness’s claims, or the redress of her manifest 
grievances; but as this question has been finally referred to the Government, I 
^ve nothing fuither to offer regarding if. 

The question of the redress of the grievances of our sepoys and other 
d^iendants, may also be passed over without remark. It is my firm and decided 

2 union, that till regular courts of justice be established throughout your 
xceilency’s dominioos, for the investigation of all complaints, as recommended 
by the British Government, by your Excellency’s benefactor and friend the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, our subjects and de- 
pendants, in common with, but in perhaps a greater degree than, your own, 
must be subjected to distress and oppression ; and that the only alternative 
which exists for the redress of the grievances of our sepoys and otlicr de[ien- 
dants, is that which I submitted to your Excellency at our conference of the 
19 th of December, and which your Excellency seems disposed to resist. 


With a reference to the case of Hyder Bukhsh, I certainly promised to your 
Excellency, and do now repeat the promise, to procure the liquidation of every 
just demand of your Excellency’s Government against him. He was dismissed 
to Corah with your. Excellency’s declared consent. A rahdaree dustuck, in tlic 
terms of that under the Governor-Gcnerars signature and seal, was regularly 
applied for to your Excellency, nay, was promised on the 28tli ultimo by your 
Excellency to me, and was ultimately refused to my servant Ameer Hyder, 
with a declaration from your Excellency that it was unnecessary, and that 
Hyder Bukhsh, like Gholam Reza Khan, might proceed unmolested without a 
dustuck. Your Excellency has omitted any notice of the Governor-General’s 
passport to this person, which was uniformly, in my judgment, decisive of the 
question of his departure. If the statement referred to by your Excellency of 
Fyzoolla and Gholam Mohumiiiud had been that of a debt due to your Govern- 
ment by Hyder Bukhsh, instead of a vague assertion of his appropriating the 
wealth of Almass, it might have deserved, and would have formed the subject of, 
investigation in the manner which your Excellency has now for the first time 
suggested : but when I beg your Excellency to recollect that Hyder Bukhsh 
has an acquittance from Almass, and that the whole of the property of that 
Aumll has been locked up under your Excellency's seals since the moment of 
Ills death, and guarded in the strictest manner by the Honourable Company’s 
sepoys and your own, it cannot be a matter of surprise that I should have been 
satisfied with the deposition of Hyder Bukhsh, jn refutation of a cliarge so 
extraordinary. But, with a view to yOur. Excellency’s satisfactioB, I now entreat 
you to be convinced that Hyder Bukhsh is still answerable in every respect, as 
i . . before, 
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J9iic.^.3^cdlency’8 Just demands, and amenabte to the regular rnves- 
tl gario n^af theehargc which has l^en preferred by Pytoolla and Ghdiam Mo> 
hummt^sod which thp accr^ited agent of Uyder Bukhsh is now in attoidance 
to answer; nay, that he inay.be recalled, If necessary, at any time, with the 
perrassion of the Riglit Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to 
answer to such charges and demands as your Excellency may wish to bring 
against him. 

My opinion is stall; I must confess, what has already been submitted to your 
Excellency on the question of his being a native subject of the Honourable 
Company’s Government, as being a landholder in the district of Corah, .where 
the bulk of his {woperty is situaterl and his family liave always resided*. But be 
tliiat question as it may, I have your Excellency’s repeated authority fur sub- 
mitting,, that no Mussulman can he a slave, and that he is entitled to every 
privilege of a free subject as well as of a dependant of the British Government, 
although your Excellency seemed disposed to refuse him any of those privileges 
by detaining him forcibly at Lucknow : a circumstance, surely, more unpre^ 
cedented, than my submitting the most urgent application for his release. 
That this application Was accompanied with expressions of anger or disrespect, 1 
most solemnly and sincerely disavow. 

From your Excellency’s next observation, that ** the submission, on my part, 
“ of' a difference in point pf fact between any of your Excellency’s statements 
** and that of another person,” in other words, *' of an opinion different from 
“ your own, is the very thing which is disagreeable to you that, “ 1 have 
** acknowledged this fault,” nay, ** predicted its future occurrence,” and ** that 
” this is incompatible with respect it would seem to my judgment to follow 
asyourExcellency’s wish and expectation, that the rank of the British Resi* 
dent at your Court should be that of the lowest of your subjects : that he 
should have no opinion of his own, nor even the right of submitting the senti- 
metits of his Government to your Excellency, unless in perfect ootncidence 
Wrkh yours, and demonstrati\'e of the most profound submission to your will, 
if such be, indeed, your Excellency’s wish or expectation, and the design of 
the British Government in maintaining a representative at your Court, it is 
certainly far from my conception of the nature and duties of my station, and 
remains to be explained to me by the Government. If even ” the use of the 
” word complaint,” with a reference to your Excellency’s proceedings, be 
ipadmissable on the part of the Resident, the exercise of his functions at 
Lucknow would seem to me to be completely suspended. 

Tour Excellency’s demand of an oath from Mirza Jafer, who has long volun* 
tartly ceased to be the medium of my communicattons, end may naturally have 
forgotten tha circumstances to which your Excellency alludes, seems to me to 
be objectionable on many grounds ; but if your Excellency will be pleased to 
explain the particular points regardinp^ which the deposition of this respectable 
and highly creditable person is required, I shall considw of the justice and 
propriety of acquiescing in your Excellency’s requisition, and shall submit a 
reference on the subject to the Right Honourable the Govem<»*6eiimul in 
Council. 


Bfogal 


Le^r 

from Resident at 
Lnoknow. 


Of the sincerity of your Excellency’s professions of entire (diedience to the 
will of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in CouncU, hia Lordship in 
Council himself is the only competent judge. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. BainuE, 

Resident. 


The Oovemor^General in Council deeming it advisable to suspend a reply 
to'the letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the Govemor>Genmi, 
of which a translation was enclosed in the Resident’s despatch of the 4th 
instent;* tmUl he shall receive a report from the Persian Secretaiy to.lhe Go* 
vemment on the sutyect of the doeummits which Migor BeiUie sitates that he 
bee forwarded to the Persian Secretary, 

4 T 


* 


Ordered, 
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B engal Pbteia l Ordered, That an extract from the proceedings be ient to the Penim Secre* 
taryv»0ffice, and that the Ftueian Secretary be infoitned'.ef the desire of' hit 
Loidsbip in Council to reoeiae bis report Onth toe fciastprattieabledelay. < 

Ordered, That the following Instrudtions be addresseid to tlie . Bieeiderit a| 
Lucknow. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4<tb in- 
stant, encloTihg the translation of a letter addressed to the Govertior.Oeneral 
by the Yixier, in which his Excellency charges you with disrespectful and intem- 
perate language and conduct, and renews the expression of his desire to travel. 

2. This extraordinary and groundless accusation appeared to the Governor- 
General in Council to require the decisive inteiference of Government, in 
order to vindicate your official conduct and proceedings, to uphold and 
strengthen the influence of your representative character, and to counteract 
the evident design of the Vizier in framing the letter to his Lordship's address, 
viz., to deter the Government from persevering in the prosecution of the 
objects which have formed the topics of your recent discussions with his Excel- 
lency, by accusations against its representative at his Excellency's Court, and 
by renewing the subject of his travels. 

8. The Governor-General in Council was accordingly prepared to addre.ss a 
letter to his Excellency, calculated to eflect tlie important object above stated, 
when the receipt of your further despatch of the 11th instant, enclosing the 
continuation of your correspondence with his Excellency, appeared to the 
Governor-General in Council to render it advisable to take tlie new and higher 
ground which the Government was enabled to assume, by the discovery of the 
impnqiier and indecorous style in which the Vizier himself has of late been 
accutoomed to indulge in his correspondence with the British Resident. 

4 . It has become necessary to suspend the preparation of an answer to his 
Excellency's letter, under the difierent view of the question which, in conse- 

S uenCe of the receipt of your last despatch, has been taken by the Governor- 
renenil in Council, until a particular report shall be received from the Persian 
Secretary, founded on your communications to that officer, and on the mate- 
rials which the records of his office will supply of the several changea which 
have occurred in the manner of conducting the correspondence between the 
Vizier and the successive Residents at bia Court, the or^n of , the departure 
from those forms of respect which were formerly observed both by. the present 
Vizier and his predecessor, and the nature and extent of those deviations from 
the prcqier etyte of address. Such a report is necessary to form the foundation 
of a grave and official remonstrance with the Vizier on the subject, and of a 
requisition io the name of the Governor-General, that his Highness will . revert 
to correct and decorous mode of conducting his correspondence with the 
Britidb Resident, from which be ought never to have, departed. It is not 
neoessaiy on this account, however, to delay the communication to you of the 
sentimenta-of the GovemorrGeneial in Council on the subject of your two 
depaU^ei above referred to. 

5. The instructions, which I had received the orders of his Lordship in 
Council to address to you, oh the case of -Hyder Bukbsh, not having been dcfr 
patdied when the receipt your despatch apprized the Govcmor-Genetal 
Coundl of the actual departure of that person from Lucknow, they have) btoo 
cancelled ; but such of dbe reflections ana observations which arose in tiM mind 
of his Lordship in C<Mincil oo perustng the, mport of your proceedings in that 
case as it may be proper that you diould still be appnzed of, wtU be included, 
in this despatch. 

6. It is not necessary to enter into a ptaflihulir and mialffe 'hximinhtithiV ih 
this place, of the several charges 6f iffthlhbetote and dltotope^l Itfhgiiage atid 
conduct brought against yoU by the Videi*, which haVe wiifl'ln genttol ehC- 

. . cessfuHy 


Lettar 

from Secretaiy to 
Govemment* 
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cessfuUy nefitted in ynliir letter to his, £xceUency» of iriiich s translatfon Is 
enclosed in yours d^ateh of the 4tli . instant. Tite only exception to this 
remark is thecasejof ^Hyder Bul^sb» above noticed, and wbicb mu tie aiWetted 
to in a subsequent part of this de^tcb. 

7 . His Lordship in Council trusts, that the eilfect of the let^' 
Governor«Oeneral proposes to address to his Excellency the Vizier w£ff a 
suitable impression on his mind, and will both induce him to retract ins ground- 
less and injurious imputations against your personal and official character and 
conduct, and dispose him to pay more regard to the remonstrances and repre- 
sentations which it will be your duty to continue to address to him on vamus 
subjects of discussion, and will also effect the immediate re-establishment of the 
epistolary intercourse between his Excellency and you, on a footing suitatde to 
the rank and dignity of your representative character, upon which the Govern- 
ment is determined to insist. 

8. The proposed letter will, moreover, be so framed, as to prepare his Ex- 
cellency’s mind for the renewal of the subject of the reform of his administra- 
tion and other depei^ing questions, on which the extreme pressure of ot^r 
business of more immediate urgency has rendered it necessary for tlie Governor- 
Genmal in Council to suspend his deliberations, but which will form the subject 
of an early communication to you. 

. 9 . The question of the reform will now be urged, with all the advantage to 
be derived from the effect which must be produ<%d by the decided interference 
of the Government on the occasion, which is the immediate subject of this letter. 
A similar advanta^ may be expected to be found with respect to the other ques- 
tions depending with the Vizier, whiqh still remain to jx adjured* On all these 
points the instances of the Government to the Vizier will be renewed and 
enforced. 

10. It was extremely tatkfactoiy to the Governor-General in Council to find' 
that the departure of Hyder Bukhsn from Lucknow had supers^ed the necessity 
of interposing the direct authority of the Government in Support of your pro- 
ceedings in that person’s case, as that case involves the very delicate question of 
the degree in which our interference with the Vizier, in favour of persons of that 
class, can properly be exercised ; and as the view which the Governor-General in 
Council has taken of it differs materially (although with much reluctance on the 
part of his Lordship in Council) from yours, I have b^n directed to enter at 
some length into a consideration of the whole transaction! 

1 1. The Governor-General in Council is unable to consider Hyder Btrkhsli in 
the light of a British subject, on the ground merely of bis having been born and 
possessing landed property in the Craed Provinces, since the circumstances of 
his having been from bis infancy resident within the dommiens of tlie Vizier, and 
employed from an early period of liis life in the service of the Government of 
Oude, combined with the relation in which he stood towards Almass, himself a 
servant of that State, must, in the judgment of his Lordship in Council, be cipir 
sidered to supersede any claim to the personal privilege and rights of a sui^^ 
of the Comparty, which perhaps he might other wis^*^ but still doubtfully, derive 
from the possession of lands in a province now belonging to the Company, but 
formerly to the Vizier, and ceded by the latter, at a period long subsequent to 
the origin of Hyder Bukhsh’s connection with Almass and the Government of 
Oude. 

is. A long course of events and transactions, affecting mutually the interests 
of the two States, hi which a principal part wBs borne by Almass Alee Khan, had 
established a sort of relation between the British Crovernment and that person, so 
much more intimate than generally subsists between the supreme authority of one 
State an^ the subject and officer of anotlier, as to afford him a strong claim to 
ow countenancG and sui^rt, in case he sliould be exposed to unjust and cruel 
troatment by his immediate masters; but it was never maintained, that bis nar- 
tiid dependeiQce qn the British. Government derogated from the authority w ffie 
Vizi|||;r oyer subject! After the death of Governor-General in 

Coupcil fett, di^pbWd to afford, to a certain extent,' similar countenance and fevour 
to his family' aiid dependants, and you wero'noebrdinsty authorheed! by the 

listructions 


BeagS^lVifMieal 

Cot i wi ft a i oiM ^ 

^2 Jaw. Itat. 
Letter 

IhNU Secretary te 
G^l^mmenta 
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Bengal i^i«al iQstructions of tl»e lOtli of October 1808, above referred to, to inter{>08e in their 
behiftlf, by employ iug the laugusg? of representation atid remomtreuee, in-border 
...^ to divert tlie Vizier from any measures ot harshness and kajustioe wliioh he might 

Lester meditate against them. The whole spirit and tenor of thofe instrootMtis (tUKi, 
finm Becsvtary to as applicable to any supposed designs to deprive t)je persons iti question of their 
®^***"'**"^* property, the express letter of them) demonstrate the objection of the Ooverti' 
meat to the adoption of measures of a more deckled character,, any right, to 
employ which is diselaimed as inconsistent with the acknowledged prerogatives 
of the Vizier, and the provisions of treaty. 

IS. As connected with ilie personal claim of Hyder Bukhsh to our snfiport, it 
is proper in this place to observe, that the Govemor*GemraltD Conned ck)es not 
consider the grant of a passport under the signature of the Govcmor-Oeneial to 
form a valid ground for insisting on his being allowed to depart from LttcknoMv, 
nor docs the grant of that paper place him in the condition of a . person ctgoying 
the.protcction ot' the British Government, at least hi the manner in which you 
have considered it In tact, the Governor’Ceneral’s passport can orily becomeof 
authoritative force on the entrance of the person holding it, being the sul^ect of 
another State, within the Honourable Company’s tei'ritories. . . 

14. By the stipulations of tlie treaty of 1801, explained and confirmed by the 
result of the subseejuent negotiations between tlie iVlarquess Wellesley and the 
Vizier at Lucknow, the British Government is empowered to oflf’er its advice to 
the Vizier on all matters connected with the affairs of h'ts Excellency's Govern** 
ment, and the Vizier is bound to act in conformity to the advice of the Govern- 
ment ; but this reciprocal obligation must be interpreted by the general spirit 
and objects of the alliance, and cannot be made the ground of indiscriminate 
interference on our part in questions between the Vizer and his subjects. It is, 
indeed, desirable on many grounds of practical expediency, as well as because it 
is consonant to the general spirit of the treaty, that we should abstain from 
interposing in cases of inferior impottance, as the frequent occurrence of such 
interposition vvould be apt, by exerting irritation and discontent, to indispose the 
Vizier to listen to our remonstrances in aifau's of greater magnitude, for which 
the weight of our authority ought to be reserved. On all tiiese grounds, the 
Governor-General in Council would have wished that you had not taken up the 
cause of Hyder Bukhsh so warmly, as your just and natural feeling of compas- 
sion for the hardship of his situation, combined with your conviction of his claim 
to the protection of the Britisii (rovernmeni, prompted you todo. 

15. It cannot be denied, that the character of the Vizier’s conduct towards 
Hyder Bukhsh purtalces largely of that capricious and tyrannical exercise of liis 
power, which has unfortunately become habitual to his Excellency, and which 
appears to afford him peculiar gratification when it is directed against, auy person 
who either is, or is reputed to be, an ol^ject of the consideration and regard of 
the British Government. 

15. His Lordship in Council fully appreciates the delicacy of your situatibn, 
and tJie difficulty which you must experience in cases in which the limits of inter- 
ference and forbearance arq so inaccurately defined ; in avoiding the opposite 
evils of trenching upon the independent authority of the Vizier on the one hand, 
and withholding the support of your representative situation from persons look'tfig 
up to the British Government for protection, on the other. The repeated testi- 
monies which you have received from the Governor-General in Coiincil, of his 
Lordship’s approbation of your conduct in the discharge of the arduous duties of 
your station, will satisfy your mind that, in forming a judgment of thb course 
which you were called on to pursue in the present affair different fWiwi yobp 
own, the Governor-General in Council has given the most unqualified credit to* 
the motives of public zeal and of warm and generoujs feeling which governed 
your conduct. 

17. The part of your proceedings relative to Hyder Bukhsh which proyedlcast 
satisfactory to Government, was the menace which you held out to tne Vizier of 
affording to Hyder Bukhsh the protection of an escort of stqiws, to^nabte him 
to quit the city of Lucknow end bis Excellency’s dominions. This Was the mote 
to be regretted, as it might have plac^ the GovemoivGcntral in‘Gouhi^ in the 

einbarmilsing 
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etbbtrraAirai^ ^ilcmiiia of wltbhdding his supptirt to th^rQ(^>Qg> pf an Bengal Political 
office high in rank, and in the confidence and esteem of the Governaaeh^ or of t'oiu>uUation«. 
enforcing an act which bis judgment could not approve. Fortunately the dUfi- 
culty is removed, and the qu^tion dosed, by the departure of Hyder Bokhsli xxiiter 
from the city ; and alt that remains is to express the satisfaction of Government from Srcretory to 
at this termination of the affair, and to intimate to the Vizier that, although Oovemment. 
Hyder Bukhsh h^ left his dominions, he will still be liable to be called on to 
answer any charge or demand which his Excellency may produce against him. 

You will accordingly take an opportui^ity of signifying this to the Vizier, at.such 
time and in such manner as you may judge most likely to impress him with a 
aen^e of oaf desire to do impartial justice between his Excellency and an 
alleged defaulter. 

18. lam directed to observe, that the details of your conferences with the 
Vizier, at which his Excellency consented to permit Hyder Bukhsh to depart, 
are not before Government, and that the fact of his departure is only known 
by the incidental mention of it in your letter to the Vizier, of which a trans* 
lation accompanied your despatch. 

19. The Governor<General in Council is satisfied that the Vizier entertains 
no intention whatever of putting his plan of travelling in execution. His 
design in bringing it forward is evidently that stated in a preceding part of this 
letter, namely, to induce Government to remit its endeavours to obtain his 
compliance with its requisitions, by leading it to apprehend that he really will 
put ki force his plan of leaving his dominions if he is pressed on any unpleasant 
subject of negotiation. His expectations of success have probably been en- 
couraged by the great desire which has on former occasions been evinced, to 
prevail on him to abandon his intention. It is highly desirable, however, that 
ne should be made to understand that Government views it as a matter of indif- 
ference ; and the Governor-General, therefore, purposes to express the readi- 
ness of thi British Got'ernment to afford every facility to the accomplishment 
of his Excellency’s wishes, requiring no other condition than that he shall 
make a suitable arrangement for the administration of his Government during 
bis absence. 

20. The only arrangement for that purpose which would be satisfactory to 
the Governor-General in Council, or which could be sanctioned, is that pointed 
out in the instructions iiddressed to the late Colonel Scott, under date the 11th 
November 1802, and which will of course be found among the records of tlie 
Residency, viz., ** the appointment of a regent, who shall be bound by a 
** specific engagement to regulate idl his official proceedings by the advice and 
** recommendation of the British Government, and to adopt all such measures 

as may be suggested by the Resident, under the authority of that Govern- 
** raent, for the prosperity of the country,” &c. &c. ; in other words, to place 
the administration virtually in the hands of the British Government. If his 
Excellency were to consent to such an arrangement, his departure, though 
certainly an undesirable event even then, would be the less to be regrett^, 
frpm the opportunity which it would afford of introducing an improved system 
of administration into his dominions. You will observe, that the condition 
foriqerly annexed to our consent to the Vizier’s undertaking the proposed jour- 
ney, viz. tliat lie should previously carry into effect the proposed reform, will * 
not be insisted on ; but it will be proper to intimate to the Vizier, that his 
, departure will not cause any relaxation of the endeavours of this Government 
JliPAQOQq^plkh . this important object. 

21. It is unnecessary, however, in the present stage of the business, to expa- 
tiate on this subject. If, contrary to all reasonable expectation, his Excellency 
shpuld continue to express a desire to travel, the Governor-General in Coqncil 
will be prepared to taxe up the whole question. 

22. Repurring to the complaint against you contained in the Vizier’s letter, 
the Governor-General in Council remarks, that it is superfluous to state his 
.unabated confidence in your zealous, able, and judicious performance of the 
Arduous duties of your office. His Lordship in Council is satisfied that the 

4 U calumnious 
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caliunnious charts against you are to l>d ascribed to the dkpleasuiie axcUoditi 
the mind of the Vizier, by your zealous and persevering endeavours to mitigatfl 
the rapacious and oppressive system of his Excellency’s Governinei}t»K8ti4 ti» 
prevail on him to r^ulate it by the principles of justice, moderation, and good 
faith. 

Such further observations as may occur to his Lordship in Council, will 
be stated to you when his Lordship’s proposed letter to the Vizier is transmit* 
ted. It does not seem advisable that you siiould make any communication to 
the Vizier previously to the delivery of the letter ; but it is left to your discre- 
tion to apprize his Excellency of your expectation of the early receipt, of a 
reply to the letter which hi.s Excellency addressed to the Governor-General, if 
you should deem such previous notice to be expedient. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

22d January 1813. Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The QQth January 1813. 

To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1. 1 have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy 
and translation of a letter which 1 have received from his Excellency the 
Vizier, in reply to my communication to his Excellency of the substance of 
the orders of the Government, conveyed by the Chief Secretary’s despatches 
of the 8th of May and ^3d of October last, having reference to the metliod 
proposed of employing detachments of the British troops stationed in this 
country for the apprehension of banditti infesting the Honourable Company’s 
territory and finding refuge in the Vizier’s. 

2. The transmission of this letter by his Excellency would appear to luive 
been hastened by a communication whicli I deemed it to be my duty to make 
to him, in consequence of a letter received from the Judge and Magistrate of 
Elahabad, a copy of which, and a translation of my letter to his Excellency on 
the sutgect of it, are submitted for the notice of the Government. His Ex- 
cellency’s answer to that letter, a translation of which is enclosed, was con- 
ceived in a style which induced me to suspend the orders that I had issued to 
the commanding officer at Sooltaripore for the seizure of Stirnam Sing and his 
associates, and gave me every reason to expect the immediate accomplishment 
of this oigect through the exertions of his Excellency’s Aumil. 

.3. My disappointment in this hope has been aggravated in a peculiar degree 
by the tenor of his Excelliency’s reply to my communication of the orders of 
the Government, in which his Lordship in Council will observe a continued 
disposition to oppose the just and necessary arrangement suggested for bis 
Excellency’s acquiescence, under the flimsy disguise of a <leclared 'SoKritude, 
combined with an ineflectual proposition, for the accomplishment of the i^ect 
in view, by means that have been already lepeatedly tried and uhiformly found 
to be unavailing. 

4. Tlie attendance of the Vizier’s Aiimils, or of any of Ids Excellency’s 
officers, on the commanding officers of detachments of British troops employed 
in the pursuit of delinquents or fugitives from tbcJ^dsli dominions, ey»> 
the previous knowledge by his Excellency’s officers of the movement of a B***' 
tish detachment for such a purpose, has been proved, by the unffiorm expP" 
rience of ten yeai^ to 4je the certain, cause of failure and diisappointmeiit, m 
every instance that has occurred} and the imposition of this j^ovision on a 
consent which could not be withheld, to the occasiohal employment of our 
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troopk ftw the kelzare ' of ovit rebeWibtts subjects finding ref^ in his Ekcel* Bengal PoWfcrf 
lency^Bierritofy,; would eppeeif to hUvie no other motive the defeat of the 
object in View. 

5. His Excellency’s resistance or objection to the measure which is now fromUM^ntat 
proposed, as founded on the declaration of Lord Cornwallis, seems to me to be Lucknow, 
totally misplaced, since tlie proposition from which his Lordship receded was 
of a nature totally diderent from that which is here discussed ; and, at all 
events his^Excellency had before him, in the substance of the Chief Secretary’s 
despatch under date the 8th of May last, an exposition so clear and satisfactory 
of the grounds on which Lord Cornwallis's admission, or rather concession, 
should now be modified or withdrawn, that his Excellency's recourse to it on 
this occasion may be justly thought a matter of surprise. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

13th January 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 9th January 1813.) 

Your letter of the 18lh December, with translation of a letter from the 
Secretary to the Government, and translation of former orders which were 
issued to you, soliciting an answer to your letter to the Presence submitted 
on the 17 th of Ramzaun (S3th September), has been perused. 

The case is this : The proposal of establishing a military post on the frontier 
of Pertaubghur, in the dominions of the Presence, for the purpose of appre- 
hending, dispersing, and extirpating marauders, deceits, and plunderers, has 
been already agreed to, in the shookha of the 11th of Ramzaun (19th Septem- 
ber) } and it was also written, that this arrangement would be beneficial to both 
Governments. 


Letter 

from the Vi/ier. 


On the other hand, the apprehension or punishment of Aman Sing and 
others, regarding which orders were issued to you from the Presence, has not 
yet by chance been carried into execution. But let the past be considered as 
past, for it is not the wish of the Presence to enter into controversy or alter- 
cation, and it was merely for the sake of information that the mention of some 
plan for the apprehension of fugitives from tbe dominions of the Presence was 
conveyed in the above shookha, and it is impossible that the Presence should 
ever have neglected the means of seizing fugitives, rebels, or plunderers, 
belonging to the British Government. With regard to the apprehension of 
the rebel Budjha Sing, proclamations have been issued by the Presence, and 
moechulHas (penal bonds) taken from tbe Zemindars, agreeably to your sugges- 
tions, without the least delay or neglect. A- detachment of British troops was 
also employed for the seizure of the said rebel. The Zemindars who were 
stated by you to be the partizans and abettors of Budjha Sing, have been appre- 
hended and are still in confinement ; therefore the fact of the rebels not being 
seized can on no principle be ascribed to a want of exertion or inclination on 
the part of the Presence. 

As the liappiness and tranquillity of the subjects of both Governments, and 
the extirpation or seizure of plunderers, marauders, and deceits, to whatever 
comatry they belong, have ever been, and are now, the sincere desire of the 
Presence:} and, as it is further the wish of the Presence to satisfy to the utmost 
extent the Riglit Honourable the Governor-General, on whose favour and aid 
tbe establishment of the full power and authority of the Presence rests; for 
this cause only tlte cantonment of a British detachment on the frontier has 
been agreed to by the Presence : and, if it be necessary to have some horse- 
men to act in conjunction with the in&htry, portions ot the cavalry stationed 
at Pei'taqbghur may also be employed for that purpose. Nay, further, as the 
destruction or apprehension ol rebels and plunderers is the sincere desire of 
^e Presence, the measure now proposed for this purpose is agreed to by the 
Presence in the following manner. 
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That whenever abode eif . any plunderer or decoit is ascertained to be in 
a village in the dominions of the Presence, and you may wisli to detach a force 
to apprehend him, you shall first ap^ly for the permission of the Presence to 
that efiect, and then orders shall be immediately issued front the Presetace to 
the Aumil to attend the commanding officer of the detachment and obey hb 
orders in the execution of thu service. Or, if you entertain aahsptcion that 
the Aumil, through connivance with the plunderers, b likely to aoauaint them 
of the movement of the troops, and enaole them to escape; in ws case an 
order to the Aumil shall be issued merely to the following efiect, wz. ** That an 
** English officer with a detachment b proceeding in such a direction, for the 
** accomplishment of a certain object, and that he or hbNaib must accompany 
** that officer and obey all his cominands.** Again : if it be wished, with a view 
to the apprehension of a particular offender, tliat the detachment employed on this 
service shall continue constantly in the pursuit, and never relinquish it until the 
service be accomplished, in this case, on your representing tlie circumstance 
to the Prince, permission for the employment of the detachment shall at 
once be given by the Presence, in such terms as that, until the object in view 
be accomplished, there shall be no occasion to ask permission from the Presence 
a second time. But the Aumil or his Naib shall continue in attendance on the 
commanding officer so long as the detachment may be employed ; and, in con- 
sideration of the friendship subsisting between the two States, the commanding 
officer of the English detachment must protect the subjects of the Presence 
against injury to their cultivated fields, by marching over them in the same 
manner as is practised in the Company's provinces. If it be proved to you that 
any of the subjects or Zemindars of the Presence afford assistance or protection 
to rebels or marauders, and you represent this to the Presence, the offending 
person shall be seized and punished, or expelled, and his zemindary shall be 
sold by auction. 

On an occasion, many years ago, when the Marquess Wellesley proposed 
that the British troops should enter the dominions of the Presence, in pursuit 
of rel^s and fugitives from the British territory, and carry them away, and 
that in like manner the troops of the Presence might enter the British terri- 
tories in pursuit of defaulters and others, to apprehend them ; this proposal 
was rejected by the Presence, and shortly after this Colonel Collins submitted 
a representatiou to the Presence by order of the Governor-^reneral, Marquess 
Cornwallis, an extract from which is transmitted for your perusal. Now that 
measures have been sanctioned for the seizure of delinquents and fugitives 
from the British territory, in the manner above explained, do you inform the 
Presence, through friendship, of the measures proposed to be adopted for tlie 
seizure of fugitives from this country, since the due arrangement of the afikirs 
of the Presence is a necessary duty on your part. 


Extract (abwe alluded to) from a Letter from, the Secretary to Gocamnent 
addressed to Colosiel Collins, dated the i^th August l&UJ. 

“ You will accordingly take an early opportunity of signifying to the Vizier 
that the British Government suggested that arrangement to bis Excellency’s 
“ consideration, under a conviction that the benefit of its adoption would be 
“ experienced by his Excellency’s Government, as well as by tlie Government 
“ of the Company’s contiguous territories, and that it was not calculated to 
trend), in the slightest degree, upon his Excellency’s rights and independence. 
“ That the British Government fully admits his Excellency’s right to withhold 
his concurrence in the proposed arrangement, and that it is not the intention 
“ of the Governor-General to urge his Excellency’s concurrence agdnst bis 
“ decided aversion to the adoption of that arrangement.” 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resifleut. 

- To 
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Sir : 


To Major Jol>n BailliCi Resident at Lucknow.. 


Bengal Politicat 
.ConsultslionSi 
89 Jan. 1818, 


1. 1 have the honour to 8eq.ualnt you that I have received iuformation that 
Surnani Sio^ one of the banditti who hks infested this district, is traced* with Letter 
about thirty foBowers* to the village of Buhia on the right bank of the Gpomtee, 
abcNit jthree coss above Sooltanpore, Oude; aud that theXalookadar of this village 
(Bnkhtawar Sing, of the Kajkoomar caste) is related to Kislien Sing (another 
of the siaine banditti) by marriage; who therefore harbours and protects tliese 
ojTen'dera. ' 


. I beg to suggest to you, that yon a^pt measures with a view to fortnw me 
with au^rily to. i^ly to the comraaodiog officer at Sooltanpore to proceed to 
the apprehension of any of the banditti whom 1 may send ptople to ^iht Out ; 
the present moment,, whilst Lienteoant Ellison’s detachment is out, appearing to 
me the most favourable for our best and united efforts to extirpate this horde df 
depredators. 

1 have, &c. 

Zilla Elababad, (Signed) T. Fooitkscue, 

3 1 St December 1812. Magistrate. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 5th January 1813.) 

I have the honour of submitting to your Excellency a translation of a letter 
received from Mr. Fortescue, Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad. The spirit and 
tenor of the orders of Government to me, which were recently communicated 
to your Excellency, both verbally and in writing, cannot have escaped your 
recollection, In pursuance of the orders referred to, as it is established by Mr. 
Foftescue’s letter that the marauder, Surnam Sing, and his associates are how 
concealed in the village of Buhia, in the zemindary of Bukhtawar Sing, where 
they are protected by that Zemindar, if your Excdlency conceive that your 
orders to the Aumil of Sooltanpore will produce the apprehension of tbe roa^ 
rauder, or his detention in the village aboveraentioned till the British troops can 
arrive to apprehend him, I suggest that those orders be issued, in order that, if 
possiUe, the accomplishment of this important object he effected through the 
exertions of your officers, for the satisfaction and gratification of our Govern- 
ment. But, with a view to greater precaution, I shall instruct the commatidtng 
officer at Sooltanpore to detach a part of his force for the seizure of the marauder 
in question. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Hyderabad. 


I further propose to your Excellency, in compliance with the desire of the 
Magistrate, fhat a general order be issued to Colonel Kyan, to apprehend such 
other fugitives from the Honourable Company’s territory as the Magistrate’s- 
spies may point out. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the fith January 1813.) 

Your' letter submitted yesterday, with a translation of Mr. Fortescue’s letter, 
stating ** the abode of Surnam Sing in the village of Buhia,’’ &c., (to the end) 
hat perused. 

The apprehension of those marauders is desired by the Presence, and a plan 
for ibis purpose, which has been devised, shall be written to you the day aftor to- 
morrow. You are, therefore, required to suspend issuing any orders to the com- 
manding officer, until the plan and manner of apprehending those marauders.be 
adjusted. 

Whien the manner is adjusted yon may write. . , - 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 




From the same, of the same date. . . 

YbW letter* stating that you had suspended your instructions to: the com- 
ownding officer oT the troops at Sooltanpore, &c« ms been perusqd. 

4 X Immediately 


Letter 

from the Vizier^ 



i9 ^an. ins. 


Letter 

from Secretaiy i 
Government. 
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Immediately on the perusal of your letter, the roost positive orders wore issued 
from tlie Presence to the Auroil of Sooltanpore for the apprehension of Surnam 
Sing. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie, 
Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknovr. ' 

Sir: 

li I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 15 lli 
January, with the several documents stated to be enclosed in it, and to commu- 
nicate to you the following resolutions, which the unaccommodating conduct of 
the Vizier on the subject to which your dispatch relates, has compelled the Gover- 
nor-General in Council to adopt. 

£. The conditions which the Vizier has thought proper to annex to his consent 
to the employment of the British troops stationed within his territories for the 
apprehension of banditti infesting the Honourable Company’s adjoining provinces 
and finding refuge in the Vizier’s country, demonstrate either the absence of any 
cordial desire on liis Excellency’s part to co-operate with the Company in re- 
pressing so great an evil, and depriving the offenders of the shelter and support 
they now find in his territories, or some unwarranted and offensive suspicion and 
jealousy respecting the object this Government may have in view in the proposed 
plan, the nature and grounds of which his Excellency should be called upon to 
avow distinctly, and to substantiate, if he can, by some satisfactory proof. 

3. The almost invariable fulure of every attempt to secure ofiTenders in 
which his Excellency*s officers have had any share, leaves no room to hope that 
they will be more successful in future \ and his Lordship in Council is concerned 
to declare, that he can ascribe his Excellency’s conduct in insisting on a mode 
of proceeding, of the inefficacy of which experience has afforded the strongest 
proofi to no motive consistent with friendship or sincerity. 

4. Under a deliberate conviction of the truth of this proposition, it has now 
become the duty of the British Government, after one more attempt to obtain 
his Excellency’s co-operation, to resort to the only means which remain to secure 
the territory and subjects of the Honourable Company from the evils to which 
they are exposed, by the weakness, treachery, and corruption of the Vizier’s 
officers, namely, by the employment of the troops stationed within his Excel- 
lency’s dominions, as often as occasions for employing them on this species of 
aervice may arise, without reference to his Excellency’s authority. 

5 . His Lordship in Council has accordingly resolved to authorize the officers 
commanding posts and detachments within the territory of Oude, on the 
receipt of an application, either from you or from the Magistrates of the 
neighbouring districts, accompanied by certain information of the hiding places 
of public offenders, to detach the troops under their command for the appre- 
hension of the persons so pointed out, without any communication witn the 
oflfcers of the local government 

6. It is judged proper to limit this authority to cases in which the information 
is precise and authentic, as any such movements of the troops on uncertain 
grounds, would aff'ord some countenance to those objections to the measure of 
employing them on the service in question, which are now so entirely destitute 
of force or plausibility. 

7. With this limitation, then, you are desired to furnish the commanding 
officers with authority and instructions to the forejs^ing effect, transmittif^ a 
copy of your instructions for tiie information of Government, and to make 
the necessary communications to the Magistrates of the adjacent districts in 
the Company’s territory. 

8. As it would on all accounts, however, be desirable that the measures 
now determined on should be taken in concert with the Vizier, it will be 
proper for you, previously to issuing the instructions in question, to apprize 

his 
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bis Excellency of the substance of the present orders and make another 
attempt to obtain his assent to the arrangement, and his cordial co-operation in 
carrying it into effect. It may be proper, on this occasion, to recall to his 
jattention the representations which you conveyed to him under the instructions 
.of the 3th .May and S3d of October, pointing out to him that the measure now 
taken falls far short of the exercise of our unquestionable rights, which would 
entitle us -not only to employ the force within the country for the apprehension 
of robbers and^murderers, but under the many ineffectual applications to his 
Excellency for the same purpose, to march the troops across the frontier in 
order to effect . that object. Our preference of the former measure may be 
instattced as a strong proof of the moderation of the British Government, and 
its desire to accomplish this just and legitimate object by the means least repug- 
nant to his Excellency's feelings. 

9. You will again press upon him the explanation of Lord Cornwallis’s decla- 
ration, contained in Mr. Edmonstone’s despatch of the 8th of May, exposing 
the futility of his' attempt to pervert it into an entire abandonment of our 
right to correct those evils for which no remedy can be obtained from his 
Excellency’s own Government. 

10. It will not be inappropriate to the present purpose, to exhibit the con- 
;trast between his Excellency's conduct and that of the States in alliance or 
friendship with the British Government. The enclosed extract from a despatch 
from the Resident at Hyderabad will enable you to explain the cordial and 
eifrctual co-operation afforded by the Government of his Highness the Nixam, 
for the purpose of seizing or destroying marauders who plunder the Company’s 
territories and find refuge in those of the Nizam. 

11. The recent proceedings ofScindiah’s Government, and the exertions of the 
Maharajah, between whom and the British Government no other relation than 
that of peace and friendship subsists, in effecting the apprehension of the ban- 
ditti who attacked Mr. Halhed in Sindouse, have probably come to your know- 
ledge, and will afford another, and even stronger ground of representation to 
the Vizier, whose much more intimate connection and intercourse with the 
British Government would naturally have led to the expectation of a veiy 
dii&rent result of any comparison between bis conduct and that of other princes, 
in instances so nearly afifecting the interests of the British Government. 

1^. The enclosed extracts from the recent correspondence on this subject 
with the Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, will enable you to state 
the transaction in a clear and authentic manner. 

13. His Lordship in Council hopes that, by a solemn representation to the 
foregoing el^t, accompanied by a communication of the positive resolution of 
the Governor-General in Council, as notified in this dispatch, you may succeed 
in your endeavours to prevail on the Vizier to withdraw bis opposition to the 
arrangement above adverted to ; and in that case, the several orders, both to 
the British officers and to bis Excellency’s Aumils and others, will be issued in 
concert with his Excellency. If unhappily, however, bis Excellency shall - 
continue to refuse or evade a compliance, you will proceed without further 
delay to carry into effect the instructions contained in frie fifrh paragraph of 
this letter. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

£9l;h January 1813. Secretary to Government 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

T//e 11/4 February 1813. 

To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political 

Department 

Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 15th ultimo, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further in|prmation of the 
Government, the enclosed copies and translations of three letters which have 
more recently passed on that subject between his Excellency the Vizier and me. 

S. In 


Bei^ Pojptkpl 
Comultafioas 
29 Jan. 161S. 

Letter 

from Secretaiy to 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultationa, 
11 Feb. 1813. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow* 



S. In tlitf event of my i«cetvtog an tmfavoural^Ie niisWiit from bi 
jij 2!*S^ to my letter of t^ SOtlt ultimo, I solicit the favour of yoiiu' informiiii; me, 

_: ’ whether or not it be the pleasure of the Right tionomable thei^yeimw- 

General in Council, that the instructions suggested by the Judge and Magh- 
tratc of Eiahabad, In the second paragraph of b» mter Of the Slst of 1^ 
cember, to my address, be issued to the commanding officer of the troops at 
Sooltanpore, without further refhitnce to the Vizier, as prmcribod l^'^e Chief 
Secretary’s de^atch of the 23d October last. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Eaiaiaa, 

2d February 1813. Resideat. 


Letter 

fiera Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 13th Janvaiy 1813.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 9tb instant, 
in answer to mine of the 18th ultimo. 


As the whole of the contents of this letter are In direct opposition to the 
arrangement proposed by the Right Honourable the GovemoT'General, as ex- 
plain^ in my letter of the 12th of September last (4th Ramzaun 1227), and to 
the orders of Government received by me, and submitted to your Excellent in 
my letter of the 19th ultimo ; and as it is the decided opinion of the Govern* 
ment, as well as my own, proceeding on the experience or a period of ten years, 
that the co-operation of your Excellency’s Aumils with the commanding officers 
of British troops employed in the pursuit of delinquents or fugitives from our 
dominions, nay, even the previous knowledge by your Excellency’s Aumils of 
the movement of a British detachment for such a purpose, must prove the cer- 
tain cause of failure and disappointment in the accomplishment of the otgect in 
view ; in addition to which it should be remembered, that the proposal now 
offered for your Excellency’s acquiescence has been induced not merely by the 
n^ligence of your Excellency’s officers, or their connivance with the dfelin- 
quents in question, but by the apparent and established meflica^ of aH* the 
measures which your Excellency has hitherto adopted for the iqiprebension of 
those maraude^ in other words, by your Excellency’s disinclination or inability^ 
to redress the injuries of which we liave so long and so justly complained, and 
which the experience of ten years has proved to be unsiuceptible of redress, 
any other means than those now suggested for your acquiescence : under all 
these circumstances, it is, of course, with the deepest concern that 1 feel myself 
called upon to report to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, your Excellency’s ultimate rejection of the just and unobjectionable arrange- 
ment which bis Lordship in Council proposed, and to submit for his Lordship’s 
perusal, in the correspondence that has recently passed, the apparently frivolous 
grounds on which your Excellency’s rejection has proceeded. 

I request that your Excellency will inform me whether or not the Aumil of 
Sooltanpore has obeyed your Excellency's orders for the seizure of the nraraiider, 
SurnamSUag; and if not, I agab submit to your Excellency the propriety of 
your sanctioning my orders to the commanding officer of the troops at Sooltah- 
pore, in the teniM which were formerly suggested. 

The original nature and tendency of the late Governpr^en^&h Mai^ess 
Comwdlus, concessbn to your Excellency, as conv^ed in his orders to Colo- 
nel Collins, and the just and obvious grounds on which that concession should 
now bemodifiei or altered, have bocn alrea^ fttlty explained to you in the 
abstract of the ordera of Government under date the 8th May last, which I 
submitted to your Excellency in writing, at our oottfrienoe of the 19th ulrimo. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. BailUX} 

Raaidoiit. 

./ . r . 



PAPEis$$. m 

fixeellenj^ tte Vizier. ' (Reeeirtd tb»4^- Jwnni^ 1815.) 

Yourted^, tttbMItted (Jili tbe I^th itistatit, ib a6s\ver to thishookha of the 
'PrtHetme dftted steting th&t ** the whote of tb^ conteifits of the sbookha 

** Wrt« itt direct ^po^UtOO to the tOeasOrM prObosed by the kight (^oura^le 
“ the GovernOr'GeneraV’ &c. has been perusea. 

The ease is this : what has been written from the Presence is in conformity 
with the terms of the treaty. The sole wish of the Presence is to retain full 
power and authority in my own country ; and the seizure of fugitives and 
maraudersi which is the sincere desire of the Presence, may be accomplished in 
the tnahner which the Presence has pointed out 

In answer to what has been submitted by you, that the suggestion of the 
** measures proposed has been induced, not merely by the neglect and inatten- 
** tion of my officers in .the seizure of delinquents, but by the apparent ineffi* 
»* cacy of the iiieans adopted hitherto for that purpose by the Presence,” $cc. 

The case is : That in the event of the British troops being employed on this 
service, with the consent of the Presence, neglect and inattention on the part of 
tlie Aumils can no longer be an obstacle to success. And with a reference to the 
case of Sumatn Sing, the arzee of Gholaum Hoosein, Aumil of Sooltanpore, in 
answer to a shookha from the Presence, has already been sent for your in- 
formation. 

In reply to your request of being informed of the sentiments of the Presence, 
regarding your issuing orders to the commanding officer of the troops at Sool- 
tanpore, in the terms suggested by the Magistrate of Elahabad ; my wish on 
this subject is still the same, which has already been made known to you. 

And with a reference to what you have stated ** respecting the orders issued by 

the late Governor-General, Marquess Cornwallis, to Colonel Collins,” &c. 
As many important affairs are conducted agreeably to the treaty, and the Pre- 
sence has confidence in its tenor and contents, which might be shaken in other 
instances, also, by a departure from it on the present occasion, therefore it is 
better to adhere to it. But the Presence is adverse to long discussions, which 
are highly disagreeable ; and therefore, if, through your friendship, this matter 
can he settled in the way the Presence wishes, it is well. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellehcy the Vizier. (Written 30th January 1813.) 

1 liave the hpnour of submitting to your Excellency a translation of a letter 
which I have received from Mr. Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate of 
Elidiabad. 

The failure of the apprehension of Surnam Sing and his associates, in Conso* 
quence of the suspension, at your Excellmicy's request, of t^ orders which I 
had issued in the first instance to Colonel Kyan, and the improbability, or 
rather the impossibility of the seizure of the above offender, or any other, save 
by the means which our Government has suggested, must now be as apparent 
to yoiur Excellency as they have been made manifest to me by the experienee of 
several years ; while, on the other hand, your Excellency’s appreliehsion of a 
loss of power or authority, by your acquiescence in the proposal of the Govern- 
inen^ oetaUed in its orders to me, of which your Excellency has been furnished 
with a copy, must appear, on mature consideration, to your Excellency, as wspU 
as to to be totally imaginary and groundless. 

To my Judgment there is not a single remark, far less an aignment, in 
your Excelumcy's letter on this subject of the fiSd instant that could r^uire 
consideratiott or reply. 

M^th a reference to what your Excellency has written, that “ you^r proposal 
** h agreeable to treaty there is surely no provisiem m the treaty, hor in the 

4 Y orders 
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BcMi^BgiitieU orders issued by Lord Cornwallis, which can possibly miliiato against the Right 
Honourable the Govcrnor*General in Council’s recent proposal to your Excel- 

’ lency for the employment of British troops, already stationed, within your territory, 

Letter in the only manner that can ren^ their services efiectual &)r the reprehension 
from tUwMait at orsuppression of marauders. 

Lttckoow. 

Nay, on the contrary. Lord Cornwallis’s instructions to the Resident at yOur 
Excellency’s Court, under which he desisted from urging you on the point of 
the pursuit of marauders by our troops from the ceded territory, proceeded on 
the obvious supposition, and indeed on the express provision, that our troops in 
your Excellency’s dominions should perform the service effectually, and should 
accomplish the object in view ; and, under these circumstances, it is obvious 
that your Excellency's continued objection to the only practicable means of the 
accomplishment of tlve object in view, may be very fairly ascribed to a desire 
for the protraction of those injuries which our Government has so justly com- 
plained of, and culled upon your Excellency to remove. 

The whole of our former correspondence on this subject having been already 
submitted to the Government, whose final orders 1 have reason shortly to expect, 
1 might have awaited the communication of those orders ere I addressed your 
Excellency again; yet, in the spirit of cordial friendship, and with a view to the 
preservation of haroiony, I entreat your acquiescence once more in the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Generars proposal. 

A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, 

from Magistrate at Sir : 

Elahabad. j have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th, 

together with its enclosure in the Persian Language froiU his Excellency the 
Vizier, detailing the measures adopted under his orders for the apprehension of 
Surnam Siug, and regret to observe, that the plan followed was ill calculated to 
effect the object intended. 

2. It would seem obvious, that previous, open, and systematic preparations for 
proceeding to the village, without a guide or a person to point out Sumam Sing, 
who is always on his guai-d, afford but little prospect of success, whilst, on the 
other hand, the informers whom I had sent to Sooltanpore could have shewn 
the place of his residence to the troops deputed to seize him, and they would not 
have induced Colonel Kyan to move until they bad accurately marked the spot 
of Sumam Sing’s concealment. 


3. I request you will induce his Excellency to sanction the renewal of the 
orders which you had given to Colonel Kyan of the 3th instant; and aithou|'h 
the alarm given to Surnam Sing, by the late unsuccessful proceeding, may for 
the present defeat our efforts to secure him, yet I trust, by the active co-opera- 
tion of those immediately subject to our Government, we may hereafter obtain 
possession of his person, with others connected with him. At the same time, 1 
cannot omit the present opportunity, of strongly recommending that, on every 
occasion, we endeavour to dispense with tiie proffered aid of his Excellency’s 
olficers, which, although granted with every apparent feature of a sincerely g(^ 
intention on his part, is seldom attended with that success which, under a dif- 
ferent system of Government, might be expected, and which, if left to ourselves 
wc may effect. 

I have, &c. 

Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. FoRTESCbE, 

23d January 1813. Magistrate. 

'To 
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y . To Major i. BaUlie, Resident at LQcknoWv.' 

. Sir; 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tb&9d instank 
enclosing the oontiuuation of your correspondence with his Excellency the Viaier, 
on the subject of tlie. employment of tne British troops stationed within bis 
Excellency s dominions, in the apprehension of persons committing offences in 
the Company’s territories and finding refuge in those of tbe Vizier. The instruc- 
tions conveyed to you in my despatch of the Spth ultimo, will have apprized you 
of the deliberate sentiments and resolutions of the Governor>GcneraI in Council 
on that subject, and supersede the neces»ty of any further communication at the 
present time. 

2. The spirit in which the further correspondence now before his Lordship in 
Council is conducted, on the part of the Vizier, confirms the justice and necessity 
of the previously formed determination of his Lordship in Council 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

llth February 1813. Secretary to Government 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 26th February 1813. 

To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1. Tlie necessities and importunities of her Highness the younger Begum, 
since her departure from this province towards Elahabad, have induced me to 
open a negotiation with liis Excellency the Vizier for the commutation of her 
jagier and provisions for a fixed annual stipend, under the instructions of 
Government contained in the Cliief Secretary’s letter of the llth of September 
last, sooner than I originally intended, and without awaiting a communication of 
the sentiments of the Government regarding it, in a direct address to bis Excellency 
the Vizier, or to the Begum, from the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 

2. The enclosed copies and translations of letters which have passed on the sub- 
ject between his Excellency and me, will shew the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor- General in Council the actual state of the negotiation, and will evince to 
his Lordship in Council that there is scarcely a shadow of hope of persuading 
his Excellency the Vizier to do full justice to the Begum, or of inducing her 
Highness to accept the allowance which bis Excellency has offered. 

3. A number of creditable witnesses might he called to establish the original 
amount of tbe allowance for the supply of her Highness's table ; but his ExceU 
lency has distinctly expressed his resolution ro reject every evidence that may be 
offered, save authenticated written documents, which he knows cannot be pro- 
duced, and indeed were never extant on the subject : and, with regard to the 
revenue of the jagier, which appears to me to he established in tbe ordinary 
manner, by the attested statement of the hereditary revenue officers of -the dis- 
trict, his Excellency’s refusal to admit that statement, and bis wish for an inves- 
tigation eX'parte by a person of his own exclusive selection, would seem to me to 
be unreasonable in the extreme. 


4. His anxiety to get possession of the jagier on any reasonable terms, as the 
only practicable means of precluding future disputes, was acknowledged and 
apparent, while the Begum’s consent to relinquish it was a matter of doubt and 
apprehension : but no sooner had her Highness consented to a transfer, on just 
and reasonable terms, at my earnest entreaty, than his Excellency’s anxiety was- 
at an end ; and an alleged inaccuracy in her Highness’s statement of the revenue 
became a pretext for an unprecedented species of investigation, which has mani- 
festly for its object tbe reduction of her income to a sum inadequate to her 
support. 

5. I suggested to his Excellency in vain, the deputation of Ameens on both 
parts, with a third to be selected by me, for the purpose of ascertaining the real 
revenue of the jagier, or its being offered publicly in farm, and his Excellency’s 
'tweiving it at the valuation ,which a farmer might undertake to pay with undoubted 
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Letter 
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stated a mean ratio . Iwtrieen lidP li%)MeM*s demand «6d his olfer, which 
appeared to be reasonable For both parties, but which his ^t^Uency has bwn 
pleased to reject in the mom pCiddwe and r^ate terms. 

6. Under all the circumeCances dcaeribed, any furtbet attempt npen my pan 
to reconcile those persons^ to each other,* or to indoce his ExCdlteiicy tiia 
Vizier to do justice to her Highness the Be^m, must of Cdurae be totaily tnw- 
vailing; and 1 am compelled to submit the question again for the eoiteidksraiiob 
and final decision of the Right Honourable the Governon'Geoefal in CkninciL 

7. I shall use my best endeavours to dissuade her Highness the Begum from 
quitting Elahabad for the present ; although her disappointment in the hope of 
comfortable accommodation, and the uncommonly high price of provisions at that 
place, must render her residence there extremely irksome and inconvenient 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaiLlib, 

ISth January 1813. Resident* 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the l()th December 181S.) 

With a reference to what you have stated regarding the provisions supplied to 
her Highness the Bhabee Begum, the case is this : 

An Extract from my letter of the 1 8th ultimo to your address is enclosed for 
your information ; and agreeably to my promise in that letter, the sum of Ru> 
pees 4,662 is seut to you on account of the Khassa, being the amount due from 
the S9th of Rumzaun to the 14th Zeehijj, at the rate of sixty-three Rupees per 
diem. 

With regard to her Highness s jagier, I transmit for your information an 
account of the jumma of it. 

I have never heard, nor has any person ever represented to me, that confusion 
and disturbance have been excited in it by the Aumiis of the Khalsa. 


Extract frotn Hit Excellency the Vizier't Letter, dated the 16M November, 

referred to in the above. 

With regard to the future satisfaction of the Begum and the fulfilment of 
** all her reasonable wishes and views, no fault shall be committed hereafter on 
my part; and with a view to her immediate gratification, 1 agree to commute 
the provisions which are cooked and supplied to her Highness by my officers, 
though it be contrary to the custom of my Government, for a certain allow- 
“ ance in money, accorditig to your desire." 

Estimate if the Jumma <ff the Jagier denemnateJ Ta^ah XkiAree, for the 

Fusly Year ISSO. 

Amount of jumma mal and sewaic, including the revenue of the village Bdi- 
towlee, collected by the Begum’s cheers, together with nuzaeranab, saeer, nankar, 
and exemptioas to Zemindars ......Rupees 6d,S39 6 3 

Deduct: 

Nankar 2,586 4 0 

Chowdrees’ fees 656 0 0 

Exemptions to Zemindars 9l6 8 0 

Pension to Hedayet Oolla Khan 200 0 0 

Unreaheed balances which are now annual^ 

remitted atetaeaeaaaaes •aeaweww'we* ••••twaswa* 4,094 8 6 

— 8,403 8* 6 


54^835 13 9 

Commission on the amount of cottections at ten per centum 5,483 9 ^ 

Balance, Riq>eea 49^852 4 8 


True translarioBS : 

(Signed) J. 

Beiktettt^ 

Te 


« 
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V ; To iiis EscccUcocjr (beVkieri. (WnUeti the A^ DweHib^^^i 

Tfie tttottcy WhkA I recdv^d from ymit Excellency oft flcooowt of the Khii«sa 
ef her Highuess the 13eg«m ShfttTns-ooti-Nissa, namely, the sutrt of Rupe^ 4,6*52, 
has twen deposited ih the treasury, as already stated to your Bxeellcftty, to 
await tite adjustment of the account. I now submit to your Excellency what I 
deem to lje just and proper, with a reference to the khassa and jagier of l>er 
HighnchB. 

The daily expenditure, as originally fixed in the time of the late Nawaub 
Asuf'ood Bowlah, for the supply of her Highness’s kitchen, amounted, as she 
herself was pleased to declare to me, to the sum of one hundred and tw'enty-five 
Rupees ; and this statement has been subsequently confirmed, in my belief, by 
the reports of her Highness’s officers and others, who must have been acquainted 
with the circumstances of the case; in addition to which, it would appear from 
the statement of Tuhsecn Alee Khan, supporting the Begum’s declaration, that 
on an occasion during the Residency of the late Colonel Scott, when the supply 
of ready -dressed provisions to her Highness was suspended, on some account, for 
a time, your Excellency sent to Irer Highness by the hands of Tuhscen Alec 
Khan at the requisition of Colonel Scott, the sum of Rupees 3,400, on account, as 
Tuhsecn declares, of twenty- eight days in the month ofRumzaun 1215. 

It is highly proliable, however, as your Excellency has remarked, that the 
actual expense of the khassa, in latter times, has been no more than sixty-three 
Rupees per diem : and this is consistent with the fact, that since the year of my 
arrival at Lucknow her Highness has constantly complained to me of the bad- 
ness and scantiness of her provisions. Not a month, nor scarcely a week, has 
elapsed, without complaints of this nature being brought to me ; so that the 
persons appointed by your Excellency to supply provisions for the Begum must 
liave reduced and debased the allowance and (juallty of the supplies, with the 
view of pleasing your Excellency by their economy, without regard to her High- 
ness’s comfort; and thus the original sum of one hundred and twenty-five Rupees 
per diem has by degrees been reduced to sixty-three. But it is surely very 
apparent, that a reduction of this nature can never be pleaded in proof of the 
sum of sixty-three Rupees having been fixed originally as the allowance for her 
Highness's supplies ; and, consequently, that the amount of the original allow- 
ance is that of her Highness’s just claim. Nevertheless, as it is always my 
anxious desire to adjust matters in the easiest and most satisfactory manner, I 
submit for your Excellency’s consideration, that the sum of one hundred Rupees 
per diem be now fixed by your Excellency as the allowance for her Hightiess’s 
provisions ; and I offer my mediation with her Highness to induce her acceptance 
of this sum. A smaller allowance than this 1 cannot, with any propriety, pre- 
sume to propose to her Highness. 

Tire amount of the revenue of the jagicr will still remain to be adjusted ; and 
with this view I submit, for your Excellency’s information, a triennial account of 
the jumma, under the seal of the Chowdree of the jagier, by which your Excel- 
lency will perceive that the gross revenue of the fiisly year 1 2 19 amounted to 
the sum of Rupees 62,623, exclusive of the rent of a village which is held by 
Tuhseen Alee Khan from her Highness rent free, and which will of course 
remain as heretofore. From the above amount, agreeably to the statement 
delivered in by the Begum’s Vakeel and tire Chowdree, the sum of Rupees 5,045 
is to be deducted for the annual expenses of dollection, the particulars of which 
will appear to your Excellency on perusal of another statement which is enclosed. 
Thus, after deducting the expense of collection, the net jumma of the jagier 
for one year is Rupees 57,578 I. 

In the statement which was sent by your Excellency, a further deduction of 
Rupees 4,094 8 6 per annum is claimed under the head of unrealized balances, 
which are said to be annually remitted. 

It is surprising, your Excellency will admit, and unprecedented in my belief, 
that in a district of so limited a revenue and extent, so large a deduction shuidd 
be claimed under the head of irrecoverable balances, so as to constitute an annual 
loss ; and, besides, I am perfectly satisfied, that if so great a deduction were 
.just, the Chowdree of the jagicr would have noticed it. Nevertheless, if your 

4 Z Excellency 
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Exceilencj desire a more minute inveetigatioD of this matter, 1 shall require from 
the Aumil, and produce to your Excellency the kabooleats of all the Zemindars of 
the jagier for the present fusly year, to prove the amount of the assessment Agaiiv 
the expense of collection, which is stated in your Excellency’s estimate at the 
rate of ten per cent on the jumma, seems to me to be highly exorbitant In 
the Honourable pompany's dominions, it is true, at the commencement of the 
system of Tehsildarree, an allowance of ten per cent was granted to the Tehsil- 
dar ; but at that period the country was unsettled, and since the settlement has 
been properly made the above allowance has been withdrawn ; and in many 
inuhauls, to my knowledge, only five per cent is allowed to cover the expense of 
collection. In addition to which, it is obvious that if the officers of her High- 
ness the Begum, with power and means so circumscribed, have been able to 
collect her revenue at the small expense which is stated, your Excellency’s 
power and means should reduce that expense still further ; and as I can never 
permit myself to suppose that your Excellency in this arrangement would seek 
any personal gain, to the prejudice of her Highness the Begum, I submit with 
confidence for your ready acquiescence and sanction, the following statement of 
the amount to be annually paid to her Highness, in lieu of her jagier and 
provisions. 

The annual jumma of the jagier to be estimated at Rupees 57,378-1, and 
the supply for her Highness’s kitchen at the annual sum of Rupees 36,000, 
making in the aggregate Rupees 93,.578-l per annum, or the sum of Rupees 
7,798-2-9 per mensem. If your Excellency be pleased to agree to this estimate, 
and to pay into the Honourable Company’s Treasury at Lucknow the sum which 
is above staled, I am prepared, under the authority of the Begum, to place your 
Excellency’s officers in possession of the jagier without any further delay, and 
I shall instruct the Collector of Elahabad to pay that amount to her Highness. 

The collections from the jagier for this year, when ascertained by ymur 
Excellency’s officers in concert with the Begum’s, shall be carried to your Excel- 
lency’s credit in account. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J, Baillie, 

Resident. 


The particulars of the Expense of Collections of the Jagier of the Begum, 

Skums-oon^Nissa, 

Salary of Aumil, including assistant, thirty rupees per month. 


or per annum Rupees SCO 

Expense of Sebundy, per annum 2,585 

Nankar to Zemindars 1,500 

Russooro to Chowdree 600 


Per annum. Rupees 5,045 


Goskwarah, or summary Account of the Jumma, including Mai and Sewaie, of 
Tappah Dadree,far die Years 1217, 1218, and 1219 I^isly, exclusive of the 
Jagier of Tuhseen Alee Khan. 


fumma of the year 1217 •••' 
Sewaie : 


Rupees. A. P. 

58,137 3 6 


Nuzzeranah If007 12 0 

Saaer 651 0 0 

Gunjwannoh 106 0 - 0 

Bbeyt and Kubooleeatana 50 1 0 0 


60,402 15 6 


Jumma 
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Jiinaim of the year 1318 ....... 

Sewaie : 

Nuzzeranah 

Saaer ^ 

Ganjwannah 

Bheyt and Kubooleeatana, &c. 


Jumma for the year 1319 
Sewaie : 

Nuzzeranah 

Saaer 

Gunjwannah 

Abkarree, if there be any sale 

for liquors 

Bheyt and Kubooleeatana, &c. 


59,147 15 9 

1,387 8 0 
651 0 0 
106 0 0 
501 0 0 

— 3,545 8 0 


1,881 8 0 
675 0 0 
119 0 O 

50 0 0 
501 0 0 

3,336 8 0 
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61,693 7 9 


62,633 8 0 


59,396 0 0 


Given under the seal of Ahmed Oolla, Chowdree of Tappa Dadree. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27 th December 1813.) 

Your letter, dated the 33d instant, regarding the amount of the allowance 
in money, in lieu of the provision and revenue of the jagier of her Highness 
the Bhabee Begum, with its enclosures, has been received. The state of the 
case is this : The full amount of the allowance for provisions up to the 14th of 
Zeehijj has been sent to you already, agreeably to my promise, and at the same 
rate it may be paid to you hereafter. It was formerly ray determination to give 
nothing on this account till her Highness should accede to my desire ; yet, 
although it be contrary to the custom of my Government, in compliance with 
your request I relinquish that resolution, and in the terms of my shookha dated 
the 18th of November (13th Zeekaud), I still agree to continue the allowance at 
the rate which is there specified. 


Letter 

from ihe Viz/iiT. 


Regarding what you have stated respecting an occurrence in the time of the 
Residency of Colonel Scott, as a proof of a larger allowance, I recollect 
nothing of the matter ; and there being no writing to prove it, I cannot credit 
the mere assertion of any person. 


I transmitted to you formerly a copy of the statement of the revenue of the 
jagier which was submitted for my information ; and as I know notijingof the 
actual amount of the revenue or capability of the jagier, nor, as you say, do 
I wish either profit to the prejudice of the Begum, nor loss to my own prejudice, 
it appears to me to be advisable that a person be deputed from the Presence to 
the jagier, to ascertain its actual revenue and assets from the Seghadars on 
the spot, and report them to the Presence ; and agreeably to his report, an 
allowance in money for the jagier, after making the necessary deductions for 
expense of collection, &c. shall be regularly paid to her Highness. The com* 
mission on the amount of the revenue, as expense of collection, has been 
fixed agreeably to the custom in my dominions. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

Copies 
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?#»# ^ Copiea of the foregoing documente »ha»4ng bwa 4i»aMiitU«4 !,lb^ stbo ^udhsU 
^pWg^ deraUou^of the Beguw^ bev Highneas sent the MowAng " ’ 


Letter From Her Highness t^ie Begum Sbums-oon-Ntssa. {Received the 

from the Begum. . lOlh January 1813.) 

By the blessing of God my health is now re-established. On -tlm I6tb of 
December I arrived at £lahabad,and was anxiously wishing to hear of your health 
and welfare, when your letters, dated the 24th and 2&th of December, with 
copies of two letters from my brother to your address, were received. I have 
understood all their contents. My friend, you have undoubtedly exerted 
yourself to the utmost in your power for the adjustment of the affiurs of m’y 
Sircar; but as the settlement was not in your power, and the result was in the 
hands of others, nothing has been done to my satisfaction. 

With regard to what you have stated of the demand of my brother for 
authentic documents to establish the amount of my khassa (provisions), and 
his agreeing to pay sixty-three rupees per diem on that account, if my brother 
will not admit what was paid to roe by himself in the time of the late Colonel 
Scott, and demands stronger proof than this payment, to what else can 1 
ascribe it than his desire to continue to vex and harass me ? and, in this case, 
how can I expect that he will credit the testimony of other witnesses, who are 
well acquainted with the original circumstances of the case? It seems advisa- 
ble, and now indispensable, that 1 quit this city and proceed to Calcutta, to 
lay my grievances before the Right Honourable the Governor-General, Lord 
Minto, in person ; for as justice is the peculiar attribute of the Honourable 
Company, and his Lordship in a particular degree has ever been attentive to 
my qistresses, he will doubtless, on this occasion, befriend me, prevent others 
from oppressing me to such a degree, and direct the satisfaction of all my just 
claims and demands by my brother. 

Under these circumstances, I do not wish, for the present, to take money in 
lieu of roy jagier. . I shall shortly transmit to you a letter to the address of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, stating' the hardships which I still 
suffer frord my brother, notwithstanding ray having quitted his countr}', and my 
intention of proceeding to Calcutta to seek redress. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Tom Secretary to Sir : 

Goveniment. j 2^ directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the I2th 

ultimo, on the subject of the commutation of the jagier of Shums-oon- 
Nissa Begum, and the supplies for her Highness’s table, which she has been 
accustomed to receive from the Vizier’s kitchen, for a fixed annual payment in 
money. 

2. It is with regret that the Governor-General in Council has learned that the 
Vizier, after admitting the principle of the proposed arrangement, has (>€«'- 
tinaciously opposed the accoa>|)iishiucut of it, by withhplding his consent to the 
only fair and equitable means of ascertaining tho value of tlm objects of the 
commutation. 

.3. His Lordship in Council can ascribe to no other cause than a desire to 
defeat an arrangement to which he has given a pretended consent, the conduct 
of his Excellency, in requiring that the value of the jugier shall he determined 
by t,he result of an investigation to be conducted by Ameens of his own selec- 
tion, and in demanding the production of written vouchers in support of the 
amount ot the supplies which, as you state, he knows have never existed. 

After 
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4. AMbk havtttg undertaken the adjustment of fbHi- affair on beli^Eiir of the 
B^ih, and having obtained her consent to the commutatfon of the jagier, as 
a mode of adjustment supposed to be more satisfactory to the Viaier than that 
■formerly proposed by the B^guin^ the Oo^rnor-General in Ceatneil cannot- arkh Letter 
propriety relinquish his en^vours to effect the attainment of these objects *»i“Sec»etatyt« 
without a furdier effort. It is true that we cannot insist upon his Excelfency’s w"”*®*®** 

^ acquiescenbe iii.the proposed arrangement; but since he has adinitM the 
propriety Of it generally, we shall be jastided in urging him to adopt the only 
measure which can give it effect, by consenting to a fair and impartial inquiry 
into the actual amount of the jagier and of the provisions. You are, there* 
fore, authorized to renew, in urgent terms, and in the name of the Governor* 

General in Council, your representations on this subject, porating out to hi» 

Excellency not only the injustice of exposing the Begum to pecuniary loss, by 
an arrangement rendered necessary only by the vexation and disquiet which 
have compelled her to seek an asylum in the Honourable Company’s dominions, 
but the deep injury which his reputation for humanity, generosity, and 
faith, must sustain, if, after consenting to the measure in question, he shall 
coulinue to throw obstacles in the way of its accomplishment, which will 
doubtless be ascribed by the world to the most unworthy motives. You will 
urge his Excellency to admit the valuation of the jagier, founded on the 
statements of the hereditary revenue oflicers of the district^ or to consent to 
one of the other modes of ascertaining the value of it offered by you to his 
Excellency’s consideration. If be shall persist in his opposition to all those 
modes of proceeding, you will state to him expressly that the Governor-General 
in Council will consider him to have retracted the consent already formally 
given, and urge him to reflect on the impression which such conduct must maka 
on the mind of his Lordship in Council. You will then proceed to apprize him 
of the desire formerly expressed by the Begum to Colonel Scott, to (dace the 
management of her jagier under the superintendence and guarantee of the 
British Government, accompanied by the explanation suggested in the fifth 
paragraph of Colonel Scott’s letter of the 27tn October 1802; and you will 
omit no argument calculated to prevail on him to accede to this arrangement, 
or to the preferable one of a just and fair commutation of the jagier for a fixed 
annual stipend. If your endeavours to obtain his consent to either shall be 
fruitless, you will be pleased to submit the case for the further consideration 
and orders of the Governor-General in Council. 

5. With respect to the supplies, you appear to be satisfied that they have been 
greatly under-rated by the Vizier, and his Lordship in Council trusts that, by 
renewing your representatiot^s on this subject, and stating to the Vizier the 
earnest desire of the British Government that the just expectations of the 
Begum on this head should be realized, you will succeed in fixing the amount 
to be paid to her Highness at the rate you proposed, or at least at a sum more 
nearly approaching what is supposed to have been the cost of the provisions 
than that tendered by his Excellency. 

6. The Governor-General in Council is not aware of any further instructions 
that cut be furnished in the present state of the business. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J.Adam, 

26th February 1813. Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 

The 5th March 1813. 
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To J, Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political l.eMer 

Department. f*’®"’ Resident «t 

gjj. . Lucknow. 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 2dth 
ultimo, in answer to none of the 15th, conveying the orders of Govemmeiit tor 
the employment of the British troops stationed in the Vizier’s dominioas, on the 
Xquisition of the Magistrates of contiguous districts, to seize tlie persons of 

5 A marauders 
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liiarauclera and other public •offfendera a^irtst our govierDmeot, whft nrfy find 

■ 3 reFuge in the territory of the Vizieir. ,w . , - , 

L«ter 2. The substance of your letter above noticed waa communicated, and trails* 

from ^wUent «t Jatious of all its enclosures were presented and read, to the Vizier, at a^confenence 
1.UCICBOW, which took place in the palace, on Tuesday the I6th iiistant, when his E^xcelleocy 
was formal ly and solemnly apprized of my resolution to carry the orders of 
(joverument into effect, with or without his concurrence, on the enstitng Tlmrs- 
day or Friday, and every argument that I could think of was adduced to obtain 
liis Concurrence in the measure, ami to save him the discredit of having opposed, 
from motives of enmity to our Government, an arrangement so totally .u^b- 
jectionable, and so indispensable to the protection of our subjects from injuries, 
for the redress of which his Government was solely responsible. 

3. On iny return from the palace on Tuesday last, I was followed by a mes- 
senger from his Excellency, to request a translation of the orders of Government 
conveyed to me by yoiir despatch, and to announce his intention of committing 
ins sentiments ami ultimate determination on the subject of them to writing, 
though without any wish or design to suspenil the execution of the oixlers which 
he was aware of the necessity of my obeying. 

4. I complied with his Excellency’s request, repeating my earnest advice and 
entreaty that his determination might lie such as I should "feel pleasure in con- 
veying to his Excellency’s friend, the Right HonoiiraWe the Governor-General in 
Council, and suggesting the utter impossibility of any further delay, upon my 
j>art, in the execution of his Lordship’s commands ; as well as nnnouncing my reso- 
lution to refrain from making any reply tosuch remarks and objections as his Ex- 
cellency had been in (he habit of offering, and might now be disposed to renew, 
for the purpose of evading this arrangement. I acconi|)anicd my transmission 
of a Persian copy of the substance of the orders of Government with that of a 
copy of instructions to be issued to the cnaimamling officers of our troops, and 
of corresponding instructions from his E.xcellency to his Aumils, which I sub- 
mitted the propriety of his issuing, in the case ofliis concurrence in the arrange- 
ment. Copies of both those documents are transmitted by this despatch, for his 
Lordship in Council’s information. 

5. On Friday the 19th instant, I had the honour of receiving from his Excel- 
lency a short letter, conveying and referring to a statement of his sentiments and 
wishes on the subject of the proposed arrangement, in which his Excellency was 
pleased to depart from one of the conditions that were formerly annexed to his 
consent, namely, the presence and co-operation of his Aumils with the command- 
ing officers of our troops, but to insist on a particular communication to himself, 
through the medium of the Resident at his Court, of the precise nature and object 
of every requisition from a Magistrate, before that requisition should be for- 
warded, ora movement of the troops be authorized, in any emergency whatever. 
The letter further conveyed a document of considerable length, intended as an 
answer to the arguments arising out of the amicable conduct of their Highnesses 
the Nizam and Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah towards the British Government, 
on occasions similar to the present, contrasted with the conduct of the Vizier. 

6. The nature of the latter condition imposed by his Excellency on his consent 
to the arrangement prescribed by our Government being obviously hostile to its 
success, if not intended to frustrate its object, and the arguments, or rather the 
groundless remarks, by which this condition was supported, appearing to me to 
be frivolous and perverse in the extreme, I adherctl to anrl repeated my resolu- 
tion to refrain from making any reply to them ; and 1 exhibited to his Excel- 
lency’s confidential servant, who brought me Ins letter, my instructions to the 
commanding officers of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, in the form of despatches 
prepared for transmission, and to be transmitted in the course of that evening. 

7- Ills Excellency shortly after announced his intention to honour' me with his 
com|)any at breakfast on the following morning ; and in the expectation pf ulti- 
mate success in obtaining bis consent to the arrangement,, I postponed the trans- 
mission of my letters to the commanding officers of the troops. 

8. The 
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8. The result has been propitious to nry views., At a conference this morning, 
.whicli lasted for several hours, anti dnrius which I successively combated the 
remarks in his Excellency’s statements, and a number of others equally frivolous, 
perverse, and absurd, 1 succeeded at length in obtaining bis seemingly cordial 
consent to an arrangement, which appears to be calculated to ansvyer all the 
purposes in view, to the extent contemplated by the Government, and prescribed 
by its instructions to me in tlie Chief Secretary’s despatch under date the Slst 
of August last. 

g. I transmit, for more particular information regarding the terms of the 
arrangement in question, a copy of my letter of this date to the Magistrate of 
the zillah of Elahabad ; and I shall be extremely happy to learn that tliis docu- 
. ment, and the others to which it has reference, have met with the approbation cf 
the Government. 

10. Translations of the letter and statements received from his Excellency the 
Vizier on Friday the 19th instant, and a detail of the arguments by which his 
Excellency's remarks were successfully combated at the conference of this morn- 
ing, shall hereafter be submitted for his Lordship in Council’s information. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

, eoth February J 8 1 3. Resident. 


(Circular.) 

To Colonel F. Kyan, commanding the Troops at Sooltanporc, and 
Lieutenant- Colonel R. Frith, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 

Sir : 

1. The frequent outrages and depredations committed in the district of 
Elahabad, by fugitives and outlaws from the British territory, finding refuge in 
the dominions of the Vizier, and the general failure of the measures hitherto 
adopted by this Government for the suppression or seizure of those marauders, 
or their expulsion from the territory of the Vizier, appearing to liis Excellency 
and to me to require the adoption of more prompt and effectual measures for the 
accomplishment of the object iii view, I have the honour of ti an.sinittiug to you, 
for your particular information and guidance, the enclosed translation of in- 
structions which have this day been issued by his Excellency, in compliance with 
iny suggestion, to the Aumils of the districts around you ; and, in the spirit of 
those instructions, I have further the honour to desire that, on eveiy future occa- 
.sion of your receipt of authentic intelligence from the Magistrate of the zillah of 
Elahabad, ’or from persons deputed by that officer, of the concealment of a ma- 
rauder or other public delinquent in the vicinity of the station which you com- 
mand, you will be pleased, without any delay, on the requisition of the above- 
mentioned officer, to adopt the necessary measures for the seizure of the delin- 
quent described, by proceeding with the troops under your orders, or detaching a 
portion of them on this service, as the circumstances of the case may suggest. 

2, You will exercise your own judgment in deciding on the propriety of your 
apprizing the Vizier’s Aumil, or otlier officers, of the intelligence which you 
receive from the Magistrate, and the measures wliich you intend to adopt, 
requiring or dispensing with the aid and co-operation of the Aumil, as they 
may tend, in your own opinion, to facilitate or impede your success ; and you 
will be pleased to report to the Magistrate and to me, for the information of his 
Excellency and of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, your 
proceedings on every occasion of the nature to which these instructions refer. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow', (Signed) ^ J. Baillie, . 

SOtli Fcbrgary 1813. *ResidenL 
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Jnstructiom to , , 

The itlatioos pf frieadaliijp end bctWjeeP, lloiwum^p Com^ 
Government and tbia belnig establlsbed In SHob * dt^ee^ tbntibftrebpb or enemke 
of either Government, and aU public o&nders against either, Bte alike the 
enemies of both, and the sdzitre and punishment of such t^enders t^ duty and 
interest of both, and it being understood by the Presence that, notwithstanding 
repeated and most po^ve injunctions to the contrary, a numbo of fujs^ives and 
outlaws from the British territory, finding refuge and protection in thn country, 
commit outrages and depredations in the Honourable Company’s districts, and 
evade the punishment of their crimes ; therefore, with a view to the more efl^c* 
tual prevention of those depredations in future, and to the seizure and punish^- 
ment of the offenders, as well as in consideration of the firm friendship and 
unity subsisting between the two States, it is now determined and agreed, that 
all commanding officers of British troops stationed in the frontier mstricts of 
the territory of the Presence, be, for tlie future, instructed and authorized, oa 
their receiving authentic intelligence from the Magistrates of contiguous districts 
ill die British dominions of the concealment of a rebel, marauder, or other 
public offender, in any village or place in the vicinity of the station which they 
command, to march promptly and suddenly, without previous communication 
with any one, to the place of the delinquent’s concealment, and seize and secure 
Ins person, requu-ing for that purpose, or not, as the commanding officer may 
think proper, the aid of the officers of this Government and their co«operation 
in die service proposed. 

You are therefore commanded to take notice of the object and purport of 
these orders, and to warn the Zemindars, &c. of your district, by proclamation, 
that thty hereafter refrain from protecting or harbouring marauders or fugitives 
of any description from the British territory, the inevitable consequences of 
which must be the employment of the Company's troops for the seizure of the 
fugitives so harboured, and the must severe aud exemplary punishment of the 
Zemindars by the Presence, in proportion to the enormity of thcir crimes. 

You are further, on every occasion of a requisition or summons from (he 
commanding officer of the troops, to comply with the object of his requisition, 
to give implicit obedience to his orders, and provide supplies for the troops in 
whatever direction they may proceed. 

A true translation : 


(Signcil) 


J. Bailmi:, 

Kesident. 


I.ellcr 

Torn Kt'hidcnt at 
Lucknoiv. 


To T. Fortesciic, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Elaliabad. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter under date the 9th instant, I 
have DOW the satisfaction of informing you, that an arrangement has been con- 
cluded this day between the British Government and liis Excellency tlie Vizier, 
under w'hich the several commanding officers of British troops stationed in his 
Excellency’s dominions will hereafter be authorized and instructed to comply 
with the requisitions of the Magistrates of all the contiguous districts in tlie 
Honourable Company’s territory, for the apprehension of every marauder and 
public offender against our Government, who may be ascertained by preci.se 
information to have found refuge, and to be actually concealed, in the neighbour- 
hood of any station or post within the Vizier's dominions. 

S. The conditions of this arrangement ou the part of the British Government 
are merely 4lie two following, namely : First, that the information of the place 
of residence dr actual concealment of the offender to be seized, on which the 
Maeistrate's requisition to tlie commanding officer of a post or station may pro- 
ceed, be particular, precise, ami authentic, with a view to preclude, as fiir as 
possible, the unnecessary movement of the troops ; and secondly, that before 
issuing a requisition for the seizure of any marauder in the territory ot‘ Jplxcol'* 
leney the Vizier, the Magistrate of the contiguous- district shall transmit to the 
Kefident at Lucknow, for his Excellency's exclusive information, a general list 

r ' "of 
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df tbe names of all the public ofibnders whose apprebensioo piay be desired by Bmgsl PoUtiMt ' 
the >hjtagisthile, akMl Ibr whoee seicare his tequreitlbbs iCre to be' all^Wi^fdi( Issued «®i!f 

wUhfH^ neserye^aihMiaheertaitiiog the place of i^eirconcealmedti' ' ' a w ar. 

S: ’pn nMit of his Excellency the Vizier, in addition to the genend autUo- > 

rity th^ ‘^^loyment of tbe British troops In his dominions on the re(|uisitioD ^^^o***"* ** 
of Ihe’Map^tates, as abdve*inet)tk)ned, for the seizure of offenders against our 
Goii^bieht, it is particularly provided and agreed, that the ofiicers of his Excel- 
lency’s Government shall have no knowledge whatever of, nor any participation 
in, me measures to be adopted by commanding otiicers, save by their own imme- 
diate ebhtmunidiiion and desire j and further, that even the names of the offen- 
ders, to be romniunicated in the first place by the Magistrates for the Vizier’s 
cxdbwve itiformation, sball never, on any occasion, or for any purpose what- 
ever, be mentioned to his Excellency’s Aumils, or to any other officer of bis 
Govcnwnenl. 

4.. I transmit for your more particular information legarding the details of the 
important and beneficial arrangement which has tl)U8 been concluded with the 
Vizier, the enclosed copies of instructions which w'ill be issued by his Excellency 
and by me to his Aumils and our officers respectively, without any further delay ; 
and 1 have only to solicit the favour of your furnishing, at your earliest conve- 
nience, the list of public offenders which his Excellency has been pleased to 
require, and which I have engaged to submit to him before the actual movement 
of any detachment of our troops in compliance with your requisition. 

I have, 8cc. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J, Baillic, 

80th February 1813. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 80tb instant, I 
have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government, the annexed copy of a letter which I liave this day addressed to the 
Judge and Magistrate of Barellie, conveying copies of instructions to tbe com- 
manding officer of the troops at Seetaporc and the Aumil of the district of Mo- 
humdie, in terms corresponding with those of the documents already before you. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

88d February 1813. Resident. 


LoU<t 

from Hesuient at 
Luckr.utr. 


To Henry Dumbleton, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zitlah Barellie. Litur 

Q* from Resident at 

^ Lua.iuw. 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for your information, the enclosed 
copy of a despatch* under date the 80th instant, which has been addressed to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, commanding the troops at Seetapore, for the purpose 
of authorizing that officer to comply with your eventual requisitions for tbe 
seizure of tbe person of Budjha Sing, or of any other public delinquent, escaping 
iVom your jurisdiction and finding refuge in the territory of the Vizier. 

2. The principal condition of his Excellency’s consent to the lieneficial arrange- 
ment under which those instructions have been issued to the several commanding 
officers of British troops in his dominions, is that of his being previously furnished 
by the Magistrates of contiguous districts, through the medium of the Resident 
at his. Court, with a general list of the delinquents who have fled from tbe British 
dominions, are suppttsedto have found refuge in his territo^, and whose appre- 
heuuon may hereafter become the object of a requisition for the employment of 
our troops, on the place of their concealment being ascertained. 

3. In the spirit of this provision, I solicit the favour of your informing me 
whether or not there be any other, piiblic offender against our Government than 

' Budjha ■ 

* Hm it a copy of tbe Circular Letter which ii given on pam 367, addressed to Colonel Kyoo, 

and Lieutenant-Colonel Frith. 

3B 
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'.it & If 

^ yitfkaa^ I 

sug^t the propriety ot your furuishing, at your earliest coaveniencfV a wneral 
list of the naaies of ^ uspcU delinquents foi. his ^if^dkqcy'it^ Waier’s 

information. , , i , ,| t; 

I,have»,&C5. • / . . . , .'til u 

Luck-no«v (Signed)< . 

2Ca lebruary J SI :J. »esy«»t. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
(Tovcraiiicnt. 


To Major Baillie. Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the SOth 
February, reporting your proceedings under the instructions communicated to 
y’ou in my letter of the 29th January last, and the successful result of your 
efforts to obtain the acquiescence of the Vizier in the indispensable measure of 
authorizing the employment of the British troops stationed in his Excellency’s 
dominions, on the requisition of the Magistrates of contiguous districts, for the 
seizure of public ofienders against our Government who find refuge hi. the 
territorv of Oude. 


2. Tardy and reluctant as his Excellency’s consent has been, it is a source of 
satisfaction to the Governor-General in Council that the measure has been 
effected in apparent concurrence with his Excellency, instead of being promui* 
gated as the act of this Government, independently of the authority ol the 
Vizier, thus exhibiting to the public a marked disagreement between the British 
Government and the V’^izier, on a question of primary importance. You. will 
observe, that the completion of this arrangement is adverted to in the Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier, of which you will receive a copy in my separate 
despatch of this date. You will be pleased to exercise your own discretion, with 
regard to anticipating that part of his Lordship’s letter by .;^ corresponding com- 
munication to his Excellency from yourself on the part of the Government. 

The conditions annexed to his concurrence in the measure by the Vizier, 
are not considered by his Lordship in Council to be likely to affect the efficacy of 
the arrangement. 

4. Tlie instructions issued by you to the commanding officers of the troops, 
and the tenor of your communications to the Magistrates, are entirely approved. 
There is nothing to be added but the expression of the Governor-General in 
Council’s approbation of the judgment, spirit, and firmness, with which you have 
executed the instructions above referred to, and which have effected the accom- 
plishment of a most desirable arrangement, and the removal of one more of tlic 
many vexatious and embarrassing subjects of contention between this Govern- 
ment and his Excellency the Vizier. 

5. Your despatch of the 22d, communicating a copy of your address to the 
Magistrate of Barellie, on the subject of the arrangement under consideration, 
has also been received and submitted to Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. A da si. 

Secretary to Government. 


Fort William, 
March 5th 1813. 


The Persian Secretary having submitted his report on the Persian documents 
alluded to in the despatch* from the Hesident at Lucknow of the 1 1th January, 
recorded on the consultations of the 22d January, the letter from the Resitlent n> 
the Persian Secretary accompanying those documents, and the Persian Secre- 
tary’s report upon them, are ordered to be now recorded. 

To 


* See page 340. 
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’ 1 / Vl^li irtiference to the subject of my despatch of this date to the Ri^ht 
Honourable the Governor'General iu Council, 1 have the honour of transmitting 
to you thirty copies of Persian letters, exhibiting the forms of correspondence 
which'' W^e|)ractised by the late Nawaub, Assuf-ood-Dowla, and by his Excel- 
lency the present Vizier during the first years of his Government, in their letters 
to the Resident at Lucknow, and also the forms of address to the Vizier which 
were practised by the late Mr. Ives, by Mr. Lunisden, and by Colonel Scott, 
while those gentlemen were Residents at this Court. ^ 

2. The object of transmitting the enclosed documents to you, is that of 
enabling you to report to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, if his Loraship in Council shall be pleased to require your report, on 
the nature of the change which has taken place on the part of his Excellency 
the Vizier in the manner of his correspondence with the Resident, and further, 
on the justice or injustice of the charge of disrespect in correspondence which 
his Excellency has preferred against me. 

8. It must be totally unnecessary, on my part, to request your particular 
attention to the various epithets and expressions which are used in Persian 
correspondence, to denote the difi'erent degrees of inferiority iu the rank of 
the person addressed with relation to the writer of a letter. You are aware that 
the term and the words //oosoor and ershad, are never adopted in 

correspondence as descriptive of the letter, tiie person, or tlie desire of the 
writer, save by princes or persons of the highest autliority and rank, with a 
reference to their subjects and servants ; and that the word arzee, arecza, 
marooz and goozarish, as descriptive of the tetter, the zvrilfen statement, or 
verbal representation of the person addressed, are lughly derogatory to tlic 
condition of any person but a subject or servant. Accordingly, you will not 
fail to observe that in the whole of the bundles of letters marked 1, il, iS, and 
4, from the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and from tiie present Vizier to the 
Residents, Mr. Ives, Mr. Lumsden, and Colonel Scott, there is not a single 
instance of the application of any one of tiie exceptionable words above 
noticed, and that the terms morasula, einjanib, go/ta, hhut, motcatuba, 
murkoom, erkam, ezhar, &c. are very properly substituted to express the same 
meaning : while, on the other hand, in tiie bundle No. 5, containing hi.s 
Excellency the present Vizier’s letters to my address, you will ob-serve not 
only the constant application of all the above exceptionable terms, but also the 
style and manner throughout of a shookha or mandate from a prince to Ins 
servant of nearly the lowest degree. The expression “ bn moolahuza dur 
amud,'* too, instead of 'woozool numood, in every one of his Excellency’s 
letters, to signify his receipt of the Resident’s letter, is, in my judgment, 
extremely exceptionable, and constitutes another remarkable distinction be- 
tween the manner of former times and that of the present day : in addition to 
which, the constant introduction of the date at the end of his Excellency’s 
letters, as well as on the envelope, denoting tiie manner of a shookha, is 
superfluous, contrary to former usage, and manifestly intended to give ofi'cnce. 
The omission of the word sahib on the envelope is another mark of disrespect, 
by which his Excellency has been pleased to distinguish my immediate pre- 
decessor and myself. 

5. With reference to the second object of this lettei', and of the transmission 
of the enclosed documents to you, it is superfluous, and would perhaps be 
improper, to make any remarks. A comparison of any one or all of my letters 
to his Excellency the Vizier, of which copies are lodged in your office, with 
the documents in the bundle No. 6, or with the forms established in your 
office for your own correspondence with the Vizier, will enable you to form an 
“accurate judgment on the nature of the charge which his Excellency has pre- 
ferred against me, and to submit your opinion, if required, to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 

' “ 6. A memorandum in Persian, having reference to the subject of this 
despatch, and particularly to the documents enclosed in it, which has been 
- prepared 


Bengal Fofitical 
iContuhations, 
a Mar. t8].s. 

Letter 

irom Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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prepM^imd submitted toiuM^llitlMmd'Meonaliee eft 1^ 
seem to be worthy of your notice* end is transmitted with that view* 

1 have* &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. 

litb Januaiy 181A. .Resident* 

PeHian Secretary’s Persian Secretary's Report on the Forms qf Correspondence Ijetween Cue late and 
*^*P®*^*’ present Vmer and succesnve Rendents at Lucknow, 

Having been directed to report on the subject of the Persian documents 
transmitted by Major Baillie in his letter of the lllh ultimo, for the purpose of 
enabling Government to form a judgment of the general accuracy of tl)e 
remarks contained in Major Baillie’s address to his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier on the 8ih of January, on the nature of the charge preferred by his 
Excellency against the Resident, of disrespect in the forms of his correspon- 
dence with his Excellency ; 1 have examined those documents with attention* 
and have now the honour to report the result of that examination for the 
information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 

There appear to be two questions for consideration : hr§t, the form of the 
Vizier’s letters to the Resident at his Court ; secondly, the form of the 
Resident’s letters to his Excellency : I shall accordingly discuss them separately 
in that order. 

The document marked No. 1 is a copy of a letter from the late Nawaub, 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, to Mr. Ives, in which the term used as descriptive of the 
letter received is ** Khut-ikhyreeut numut," and that signifying the receipt of 
the letter is russeedu. 

The documents marked No. 2 consist of copies of five letters from Asuf- 
ood-Dowlah, addressed to Mr. Lumsden. 

The terms used in these letters to designate the writer and his own 
letter, are een janeb, or dili-dostee-munzil, or MizqjumowudduUmdimqj, and 
Muktoob-i-khyr-usloob ; while those which are descriptive of the letter received 
are Khut i-hhyreeut-numuU or mookatuba-khyreeuUterax ; of the person ad- 
dressed, aun geramee kuddur ; of the receipt of the letter and knowledge of 
its contents, russeedu kashifA hdBt gurdeed,or wusool mmoodu musroor-o mootiUla 
sakht, or wusoolA ibtihSj shumool ntanoodu ntusroor o moonbussit sSkht. 

Of the letters above enumerated, none bear any date either at the foot of 
the letters or on the envelope. 

The documents marked No. 8 consist of copies of five letters addressed 
by the present Vizier to Mr. Lumsden. 

Hie writer in these letters designates himself een janeb. He terms the 
letters of the Resident, khut-i-khyreeut numut, mooka^draA khyreeut teraXt or 
moordsula ; signifies the receipt of them by the terras chihru-i wusool tffrokht 
or wusool numoodu ; and on one occasion signifies his knowledge of the 
contents of a letter which be had received by the terms kdshifA hSULt gurdeed. 

Of these letters one is without date,' three are properly dated on the 
envelope, but the last letter bears the date at the conclusion of it. 

The documents No. 4 consist of copies of five letters from the present 
V izier to Colonel Scott. 

In these the writer designates himself een janiht calls bis correspondent's 
letters moordsula or mookatiUfa, with the epithet khyreeut teraXt and signifies his 
receipt of them, in his first letter, by the words ba' muzmoon-Unmdnderqja Htila 
oagahee dustdad, and in his subsequent letters by the term kSsliff-i hSUU gwdeed. 

Among the documents comprised in Nos. I, ft, ft, 4, 1 tSnd the words 
erkSm and nocishtu employed, to express the verbal or written state- 
tnefit of the person addressed.^ 


Senga) iMals 
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‘ dated not onljr/tm the envelope but iibo.at the.concrusioh Bengaf PoYnic^ 

of them. ’ . 

5 War. 1819. 

The documents No. 5 consist of copies of letters from the present Vizier to „ . ' — 
Major Baillie. '' 

The term shookha, and the words hoozoor and ershaudt are employed in all 
these letters to express the letter^ the person, and the <fe«Vc of the writer ; 
while the terms mookatuba-i-Jchyreeut teraz, and bu moolahiza der amudt are 
employed to express the letter of the person addressed and the receipt of his 
letter, and the words maarooz and goozarish are used as descriptive of the 
'written statement, or verbal representation of the person addressed. 

These letters are all dated at the end, as well as on the envelope. 

The preceding documents fully prove the correctness of Major Baillieb 
observation, that the Vizier, in his correspondence with the present Resident, 
has departed very essentially from the forms which the late vizier, Asuf->ood 
Dowlah observed towards Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, and which his Excel- 
lency the present Vizier himself used during the early part of his administra- 
tion, and that the present style of the Vizier's letters resembles the style of man- 
dates issued by a Prince to his subjects or servants, which was not before the case. 

Thus we find, in the present correspondence of his Excellency the Vizier 
with the Resident, the words shookha, hoozoor, and ershaud, denoting the 
letter, the person, and the desire of the writer, substituted for those of 
muktoob-i-khyr-usloob een janib, and gojlu ; and the terms bit moolahiza der 
amud, maarooz, and goozarish, implying the receipt of the letter addressed «o 
the writer, and the verbal or icritten statement received, supply the place ol‘ 

'tmtsool numoodu, or wusool-ibtihaj shumool numoodu, and trkum, izhdr, &c. 

'I'lie forms observed by Asuf-ood-Dowlah, even, do not exhibit a perfect 
uniformity or consistency of style. For instance, in signifying his receipt of 
a letter and his hiou'ledge of its contents, Asirf-oocl-Dowlali has at one time 
said Tcusool-iblihapshumool numoodu musroor o moonlmssit sakht, while at another 
be has simply .said russeedu kasky'-i-haldt gurdeed ; the former being a term of 
equality, whereas the latter expression is only applicable to a pei'wanah or 
order. But I ascribe the deviation alluded to rather to accident or ignorance 
on the part of the Moonshee, than to design on the part of the late Navvaub, 
since the other parts of the letter, which contains the expression kashif~i haltlt 
gurdeed, do not partake of the style of a perxvanah. The absence of all 
date to Asuf-ood-Dowlah’s letters is rather irregular than indicative of any 
want of due consideration for the Resident. 

From the Persian documents transmitted by Major Baillie, the first change 
introduced by the present Vizier into his correspondence with the Resident at 
his Court appears in his last letter to Mr. Lumsden, in which I observe that the 
date is placed at the conclusion of the letter, whereas the date to the other 
letters from his Excellency to that gentleman appears on the envelope. The 
distinction is this : that letters have their date on the envelope, sinA ^rwanabs 
or orders at the foot of the writing. But why this change was introduced into 
the last letter to Mr. Lumsden, whether by design or in consequence of any 
accidental change of the Vizier’s Moonshee, of course does not appear. The 
last letter to Mr. Lumsden which is dated at the conclusion does not bear any 
date on the envelope ; but all the .letters addressed to his immediate successor. 

Colonel Scott, (of which copies have been transmitted by Mnjor Baillie), bear 
date both at the conclusion of them and on their envelopes, 'i he circumstance 
of the date being on the envelope also, does not, however, in the least degree 
counteract the humiliating effect of the appearance of the date at the conclh- 
sion of the letter. 

ITje next change which appears in the form of the Vizier’s correspondence, 
is that which jhis Excellency now observes towards the pre.sent Resident. 

tt bas been observed by Major Baillie of the Vizier’s letters to Colonel Scott, 
that not any material difference exists in point of forth fr6m that observai 

’ • 5 C towanls 
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B«gal Political towards other Residents, excepting the change of the place, of their date 
1^’ which has been already noticed. This change seems to have been introduced 
^ from the very first commencement of Colonel Scott’s time, since the letters, of 

Persian Secretai^'s which Major jBaillie has transmitted copies, are all dated in I 799 and 1800. 

Report. Major Baillie is correct, however, in stating generally, that the change in the 
form of the Vizier’s correspondence with the Resident began in the latter part 
of Colonel Scott’s Residency, since 1 have found in the Persian office a copy of a 
letter from Colonel Scott to the Vizier, dated 17th July 1801 , in which Colonel 
Scott acknowledges the receipt of the Vizier’s shookha, or mandate, in reply to his 
areeza. Thus it appears that nearly the present form of correspondence was 
established in that year; and it seems to have been maintained, as far as 
depended on the Vizier, to the present time. Whether this essential change 
ever attracted the notice of Colonel Scott, or whether his acquaintance with 
the intricate forms of Persian correspondence was such as to enable him to 
detect the change, cannot now be known, but it appears from the tenor of his 
reply just cited, that he, or at least his Moonshee, acquiesced in that change. 
The important negotiations, however, in which Colonel Scott was then engaged 
with the Vizier was not a time to cavil about mere forms of epistolatory inter- 
course. He was looking to the attainment of substantial benefits for the Com- 
pany, and if he was aware of the change, he was probably not disposed to 
enter into any controversy about it at that moment. But, excepting under 
peculiar circumstances, such inattention on the part of the representative of 
the British Government to those forms to which the natives attach so much 
importance is perhaps not proper. 

Major Baillie has adverted to the omission, on the part of the Vizier, of the 
word saheb on the envelope of his Excellency’s Letters to his address, and that 
of his immediate predecessor, as a mark of disrespect on the part of the 
Vizier. 

The documents transmitted by Major Baillie, as specimens of the late and 
present Vizier’s correspondence with Mr. Ives, Mr. Lumsden, and Colonel 
Scott, all contain the word saheb on the envelope. This word, as stated by 
Major Baillie, is omitted on the envelope of the letters to his address, and the 
omission M^qor Baillie says refers to Colonel Collins’s time. 

Whether the Nawaub Vizier, by omitting the word saheb on the superscrip- 
tion of his letters to the late Colonel Collins and to the present Resident, 
intended to manifest less consideration for them, 1 do not know. The other 
changes which his Excellency has introduced into the form of his correspon- 
dence, certainly countenance the belief that the omission in question was 
suggested by similar motives; but considering the question abstractedly, 1 
doubt whether the omission of the word saheb, in a case where the person 
addressed, as in the instance of Major Baillie, possesses elevated Oriental titles, 
can properly be considered as any disrespect. 

1 know that the word saheb is generally omitted in the superscription of 
letters to the address of English gentlemen, when high sounding Oriental titles 
are associated with their names. 

Now Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott had no titles: might not the Vizier, 
then, say that the word saheb was properly applied to them because they had 
no titles, but tliat the circumstance of Colonel Collins and Major Baillie being 
distinguished by titles rendered the insertion of the saheb unnecessary if not 
improper. 

Mr. Ives, however, had titles, and the single letter from Asuf-ood-Dowlah 
to his address (of which Major Baillie has sent a copy) certainly does bear the 
word saheb on the envelope. Still there is no doubt that the word saheb in 
such cases is generally omitted, and the use of it, in addressing gentlemen who 
are distinguished by high titles from the throne of Delhi, is esteemed wrong, 
because the former is considered to be lost in the superiority of the latter. 

1 believe that Major Baillie obtained his titles from the throne of Delhi sub- 
sequently to his appointment to the Court of Lucknow ; if, therefore, it should 
appear that the Vizier omitted the word saheb in the superscription of the 

letters 
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letters to Major Baillie's at^dr^ss before he obtained his Oriental titles, the Bengal PnKtieal 

intention of his Excellency in omitting it would be placed ^yond all doubt, ’ 

and leave his Excellency without the shadow of a plea for his conduct in that 

respect. On referring to the few letters from his Excellency to my address, Penian Secretary’a 

I find that I, who have no tiUes, have not the compliment paid to mi of being Report. 

styled sa/iei, which shews that the Vizier does not always introduce the word 

so/jcD where titles are not enjoyed. 

Of the degree of offence offered to the dignity of the representative of the 
British Government by the changes which the Vizier has introduced into the 
form of his correspondence with the Resident, tl>e Members of Council will 
be able to form a correct opinion, from their knowledge of the high importance 
which the natives of all Asia attach to points of this nature. 

Having disposed of the first question, I now proceed to the consideration of 
the second. 

The document No. 6 contains copies of the undermentioned letters from the 
gentlemen who have successively filled the station of Resident at Lucknow. 

1 Letter from Mr. Ives, 

1 Dd. -irom Mr. Johnson, 

4 Do. Irdm Mr. Lumsden, 

3 Do. from Colonel Scott. 

Tl>e terms used by these gentlemen, to express the letters of the Vizier, 
are by Mr. Ives, newauzish nama ; Mr. Johnson, asfi/auk nama wurood-i shuffeut 
atnood f Mr. Lumsden, inai/et nama-i tufiizzool amood, or inayetnama i a^e ; 

Colonel Scott, ditto. 

It will be observed, that every succeeding Resident has described the Vizier’s 
letters,* by a more respectful term than his immediate predecessor; and the 
correspondence of these gentlemen embraces the greater part of Asuf*ood> 

Dowlah’s administration, and the early part of the present Vizier’s Govern*' 
roent. 

The term now used by Major Baillie to express the Vizier’s letter is inayet- 
nama, with the varied but equally respectful epithets ofshitfkut amood, tuluUi^ 
amood, Ac. The terms used in speaking of the Vizier, Itis desire, Ac. are 
more respectful than those which 1 have had an opportunity of seeing in the 
correspondence of which he has transmitted copies. Thus Major Baillie, as 
he has stated, has only reverted to the forms which were.observed by the J^sir 
dents during the late Vizier Asuf*ood-Dowlah’s administration, and con- 
tinued for a time after the present Vizier’s accession, while, on the other hand, 
the Vizier addresses the Resident in a style which places him in a rank relative 
to his Excellency far inferior to those of his predeoessoni, who practised the 
same forms of correspondence as are now used by Major Baillie. 

In short, as far as I can judge, the language of Major Baillie’s letters to the 
Vizier is highly respectful. Whether there is any thing in the spirit of them 
which can justly give umbrage to his Excellency, is a point on which it is no. 
part of my duty to pronounce an opinion, since it is one on which Government 
has ample means of judging, through the medium of the translations of the 
Resident’s letters ; but it is fair to presumei that if any such objection did exist, 
it would have been noticed in the progress of his correspondence with the 
Vizier, translations of which have bedh regubriy submitted to the observation 
of Government. 

(Signed) J. Moncktok, 

Persian Secretary toGoverjORjeut., 


Mr. 
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Bengal Political 
Cooauitatioiui, 

5 Mar. 181S. 


Mr. Edmonstone records the following Minute. 
Mr. Udmonstone's Minute, February 1813. 


^««nttone*a The Persian Secretary’s analytical observations on the rdative forms of cor*- 
Minute. despondence between the Vizier and the British Resident are entirely consistent 
with nil the knowledge I possess of the rules and principles by which those 
forms are regulated, and I fully concur in the conclusions which Mr. Monck- 
ton has drawn. It is to be observed, tliat the Vizier’s charge against the 
Resident, on the subject of the latter’s written and verbal communications, 
and the Resident’s statement relative to the impropriety of the style of writing 
adopted by the Vizier, stand on very different grounds. It is the matter and 
spirit of the Resident’s representation of which the Vizier complains. It is the 
assumption of a high and authoritative style of address, unsuited to his Excel- 
lency’s relative rank, that constitutes the Resident’s charge against the Vizier. 
The first is compatible with the observance of the strictest forms of Oriental 
correspondence; the latter is inadmissible and offensive, however gracious the 
substance of the communication may be. 


Although the severity of some occasional passages in the series of the Resi- 
dent’s letters to the Vizier might perhaps have been avoided, without weakening 
the force and effect of his representations, yet the general language of argument 
and controversy employed by the Resilient, naturally, and even necessarily, 
proceeds from the very nature of the subjects of negotiation, combined with 
the peculiar temper and disposition of the Vizier, the defects of his character, 
and the vicious system of his Government. That language of argument and 
controversy offends the Vizier, because it is addressed (unavoidably addressed) 
to him. In every other State there is a Minister, who conducts with the repre- 
sentative of a foreign power the details of negotiation : the freedom of dis- 
cussion is not embarrassed by the inequality of rank, and offence to the sove- 
reign is avoided by the intervention of an agent. If the Vizier thinks proper 
to undertake the detail of duties which belongs to an officer of Government, he 
must submit to the inconvenience which necessarily attends the assumption of 
that subordinate character. He has no title to complain of the spirit and 
matter of communications which belong to the subject of negotiation, and 
which under the system adopted by him for the conduct of public affairs can 
only be addressed to himself The language of Major Buillie’s letters, consi- 
dered with reference to the minute rules prescribed for the selection of words 
and phrases, according to the relative rank of the parties, rules complicated 
and extensive, and altogether unknown in the system of European corres- 
pondence, is not merely unexceptionable, but perfectly respectful, and the 
Vizier does not appear to me to accuse him of a departure from those rules. 


The Vizier himself, however, deviates from them essentially. The style of 
his letters to the Resident is that which no person of rank inferior to that of 
royalty is entitled to employ in addressing the representative of a foreign State : 
it is an offence to the British Government, as well as personally to the Resi- 
dent. The terms, shookha, koozoor, ershaud, &c. applied to himself, and 
maaroox, goozaresh, applied to the representations of the other party, are 
precisely those which he would adopt in writing to the lowest of his subjects, 
and this gross impropriety should certainly be corrected. 

(Signed) N. B. Edmonstone. 


Letter from the Erom the Govemor-Gcncral to His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 

Governor-General. jgu ) 

I have received your Excellency’s letter, dated Ist January, answering to tbe 

stating certain causes^of dissatisfaction with Major Baillie, the 

sident at your Excellency’s Court, and expressing your desire to carry into eflect 
the intention which your Excellency has frequently intimated of travelling into 
A>reign countries. 

The 
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The respect which is due to every statement proceeding from your Excellency, 
and the^frave and serious nature of the charges which you have preferred against 
the Resident, having rendered it my duty to give your Excellency’s letter the 
most mature consideration, and to examine with attention the grounds of those 
charges, some delay necessarily occurred in the preparation of an answer to your ' 
Excellency’s letter. That delay has been unavoidably still further increased, by 
the intermediate receipt from the Resident of the correspondence which passed 
between your Excellency, and Major Baillie subsequently to his letter to your 
Excellency’s address of the 2d of January, the tenor pf that correspondence 
having brought to my observation some circumstances connected with the style 
and manner which your Excellency has of late years adopted in your letters to 
the Residents, as I shall have occasion to notice before 1 conclude this letter, 
which rendered a previous revision of the correspondence of your Excellency 
and your illustrious predecessor with the several successive Residents at the 
Court of Lucknow necessary, to enable this Government to form a correct 
judgment of the merits of the question. 

I proceed, in the first instance, to reply to your Excellency’s letter of the 1st 
January. 

1 cannot but lament, that your Excellency should have so far misconstrued 
Major Baillie’s conduct and language, as to found on them a formal charge 
against that officer of a deficiency in the respect and honour due to your Excel- 
lency’s exalted rank. 

The tenor of the statements which Major Baillie had the honour to submit to 
your Excellency, in answer to the charges contained in your Excellency’s letter, 
to which I imW reply, and in your letter to his address of the 7th January, 
together witn the reports which I have received from him of his proceedings in 
the several cases to which your Excellency refers, enable me to return a specific 
answer to every part of your letter. 

Youf Excellency first states, that “ Major Baillie, in consequence of dissatis- 
faction with your Excellency for some time past, has failed in those observations 
of respectful consideration in his letters which were practised by the Residents at 
your Excellency’s Court.” 

Major Baillie' is in the habit of communicating to the Governor-General in 
Council copies of all letters and memorials which he is called on to address to 
your Excellency in the course of his official duty. 

Many of those papers contain urgent representations and remonstrances to 
your Excellency on points of discussion between your Excellency and the 
Resident, equally affecting the honour and interests of the two Governments, in 
which the Resident was required, both by the nature of the subject and the tenor 
of the instructions under which he acted, to employ the language of complaint 
and expostulation. In such discussions, it must necessarily happen that senti- 
ments and expressions will occur which cannot be altogether agreeable to your 
Excellency ; but while this is admitted, 1 am compelled to state fny dissent 
from your Excellency’s opinion, that there is any thing in the style of Major 
Baillie’s addresses which can bear the construction of intemperance or disrespect. 
1 can only, therefore, account for their having appeared to your Excellency in 
that point of view, from the dissatisfaction which your Excellency felt at the 
repeated instances of the Resident, on subjects in their nature unpleasant to 
yoiir Excellency’s feelings. 

Your Excellency must be sensible, however, that Major Baillie would have 
neglected his duty to the Government which he serves, as well as your Excel- 
lency’s true interests, if he had omitted to exert all his powers of persuasion 
and argument to prevail on your Excellency to comply with the just and rea- 
sonable expectations of this Government. It has been at all times, and is still 
In yeuf Excellency’s power, to relieve yourself from the discussion of these 
un^latable subjects, by acquiescing in requisitions so just and moderaite, and so 
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Bengal Political clearly conducive to the true interests of your Government } but while your Ex- 
6 cellency shall continue to disregard the friendly counsel of the British Govem- 

_1_ * ment, and of the Resident as the representative of that Government, and shall 

Letter from the withhold a compliance with its just demands, or salutary advice, your Excellency 
Goveroor^aeneral. j^ust be prepared to receive similar representations, as it is impossible that I can 
discontinue my efforts to accomplish objects which I am entitled by treaty, and 
impelled by the manifest interests and reputation of the two Governments, as well 
as by the common feelings of humanity, to pursue. 

Your Excellency next proceeds to state, that Major Baillie prevented you 
from going on a hunting excursion. After the satisfactory statement which 
Major Baillie has submitted to you on this point, 1 trust your Excellency will 
excuse me from enlarging on the subject. 

The next article of complaint against Major Baillie stated in your Excellency’s 
letter, is expressed in the following terms : “ At a recent conference, on Satur- 
“ day the 14th Zeehijj (19th December), he, Major Baillie, observed to me in 
“ great anger, that he considered the respectful consideration which he has 
“ hitherto shewn to the Presence as improper : that with regard to certain ques- 
“ tions requiring adjustment my consent was unnecessary ; that it behoved him, 
“ in compliance with the requisitions of the elder Begum, to send his own people 
“ and place her in possession of the disputed villages, to send his own people 
“ to adjust the complaints of the Honourable Company’s sepoys, and possess 
“ them of their rights agreeably to their request, and to send a servant of his 
” own to pass Hyder Bukhsh out of the city.” 

The clear and satisfactory statement of the substance of what passed at the 
conference between your Excellency and Major Baillie, on the 14th of Zeehijj, 
contained in his letter to your Excellency’s address of the 2d of January, and 
resting on the acknowledged integrity and veracity of that officer, leaves no 
room to doubt that your Excellency must have entirely misapprehended the 
tenor, spirit, and manner of his discourse to your Excellency on that occasion. 
That part of Major Baillie’s rej)resentation which related to the eventual employ- 
ment of the British troops for the suppresson or seizure of banditti infesting the 
Company’s provinces, was made by my express direction, and was founded on 
the absolute riglit which we possessed of resorting to our own means of obtaining 
that redress and security which was denied by your Excellency, in direct contra- 
diction to the spirit of the alliance. 

I have now learned with the most cordial satisfaction that your Excellency 
has acquiesced in the arrangement which the Resident has again proposed to 
your Excellency by my orders. The gratification which this result of the dis- 
cussion has afforded me is proportioned to the regret which I should have expe- 
rienced if your Excellency’s perseverance in refusing to comply with the just 
expectations of this Government had compelled me to resort to the only means 
which would then have remained of providing for the security and tranquillity of 
the Honourable Company’s possessions. I am willing to receive your Excellency’s 
consent to this arrangement as a proof of your desire to afford satisfaction to the 
British Government on all points connected with your administration, by which 
its interests are affected. 

With regard to the subjects of difference between your Excellency and her High- 
ness the Bhow B^um, which were referred to by Major Baillie, your Excellency 
is aware that the British Government not only possesses the right,but is under a po- 
sitive obligation to protect and secure her Highness’srights, and to investigate and 
determine all disputes that may arise between her Highness and your Excellency, 
or between your respective officers and servants. It is superfluous to refer more 
particularly to the terms of an engagement which I have so recently had occasion 
to bring under your Excellency’s particular notice in my letter of the 8th May 
last. Major Baillie was perfectly justified in agitating the subject with your 
Excellen<w, and in expecting your acquiescence in his judgment, without a 
special reference to my authority. 


The 
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The case of Mai Tewarree, naick, a sepo^) in the service of the British Go- Bengal Political 
vernment, is so striking an instance of oppression and extortion on the part of 
one of your Excellency's Autnils, practised against a person actually in the 
service of the Company, and consequently entitled in a peculiar degree to the Letter from the 
protection of this Government, that Major Baillie would have shrunk from his Govemor-Geneial. 
duty, if he had not strongly urged your Excellency to take measures for 
redressing the grievances of that unfortunate person and of others of the same 
class suffering similar injuries. His conduct, tnerefore, was exactly that which 
he would have been instructed to pursue, had the case been such as to require 
a reference to my authority. 

The case of Hyder Bukhsh was submitted to me by the Resident previously 
to my receipt of your Excellency's letter ; but before ray instructions to Major 
Baillie on that subject were prepared, 1 had the satisfaction to learn, by a com- 
munication from that officer, that your Excellency Itad permitted Hyder 
Bukhsh to depart from Lucknow. This happy termination of the affair renders 
it unnecessary to pursue the subject further. 

However repugnant to your Excellency’s feelings may have been the agita- 
tion of the questions above referred to, 1 am unable, as I have already stated, 
to perceive any thing in Major Baillie’s share of the conference which ought to 
have given offence to your Excellency. 

With regard to what your Excellency states, of Major Baillie's having falsi- 
fied your words, it is necessary to observe, that the Resident is bound by the 
obligations of his duty to adopt such measures as will serve to ascertain the real 
nature of the facts and circumstances of any case which becomes a subject of 
negotiation and discussion between your Excellency and him, and to state 
explicitly to your Excellency the result of those measures. It must, therefore, 
occasionally happen, that the representations of the Resident, deduced from 
proofs and arguments, in his judgment conclusive, differ from the communica- 
tions of your Excellency on the same subject. This course of proceeding on 
the part of the Resident cannot be justly characterized by the expression of 
“ falsifying your Excellency’s words an expression indicating a rudeness of 
language, of which I perceive no trace in the correspondence before me, and 
of which 1 am satisfied that Major Baillie is incapable. 

I am equally at a loss to discover the ground of your Excellency’s allegation, 
that “ the wish of the Resident now is to settle all matters in his own way, and 
“ merely to apprize your Excellency of the settlement since it is well know'ii 
to your Excellency, that many arrangements and measures, calculated for your 
Excellency’s benefit and that of your subjects, and for the advantage of the 
British Government, as affected by the prosperity of the state of Oude, have 
either been suspended or relinquished, for no other cause than the forbearance 
which has hitherto been shewn by the British Government in urging your Excel- 
lency to comply with requisitions which it is entitled to prefer, and with advice 
to which your Excellency is bound to conform, but which both directly in 
letters from myself and through the organ of the Resident have repeatedly been- 
urged in vain. Such forbearance, if carried too far, becomes censurable remiss- 
ness but it shews how entirely opposite the facts are to any encroachment on 
your Excellency’s independent authority. I entreat your Excellency to reflect 
on the consequences of a continued opposition to the just demands, and a perse- 
vering disregard of the advice, of the British Government, whether offered 
directly from myself or through the Resident. 

I have deemed it incumbent on me to enter into this explanation, for the 
purpose of vindicating the conduct of an officer of high and unblemished cha- 
racter who possesses a distinguished place in my confidence and esteem, and 
whose zeal and activity, in endeavouring to carry into effect the views of the 
British Government for the promotion of your Excellency’s genuine interests 
and the prosperity of both States, appear unfortunately to have exposed him to 
your Excellency’s displeasure. 1 trust, however, that deliberating on the sen- 
timents expressed in this letter, and giving a fair and impartial consideration to 

the 
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In your Excellency’s reply to Major Baillie you have referred to two specific 
letters, one on the subject of reform, and one respecting Hyder Bukhsh, as 
affording proof of disrespect towards your Excellency ; and you have referred 
also to specific occasions of verbal communications with the Resident, in which 
his language was indicative of resentment. 1 am compelled to express my 
dissent from the opinion stated by your Excellency respecting those two letters. 
With regard to the latter article of charge, it is of course impossible for me to 
judge of the tone of verbal communications ; but 1 think myself warranted in 
giving implicit credit to the Resident’s asstirances and explanations on that 
head, as contained in his own reply to your Excellency’s letter above referred 
to. On the whole, I cannot allow that your Excellency has succeeded in esta- 
blishing or enforcing any charge against the Resident, by the more particular 
statement contained in that letter. To enter into a minute examination of that 
statement, would be little more than to repeat what I have already represented 
to your Excellency. 

At the commencement of this address 1 have alluded to a late change in the 
style and manner of your Excellency’s letters to the Resident, as brought to my 
notice by the correspondence which passed between your Excellency and him, 
subsequently to his letter to your Excellency of the 2d January, and expressed 
my intention of adverting to it more particularly. I now proceed to fulfil that 
intention. 

Major Baillie, agreeably to the intimation contained in bis letter to your 
Excellency of the 8th January, has transmitted to me, for inspection, copies of 
a number of letters from the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, to Mr. Ives and 
Mr. Lumsden, from those gentlemen to the late Nawaub, from your Excellency 
to Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott, and from the latter to your Excellency. 
Having directed the proper officer to prepare and submit to me a report on this 
subject, founded on a careful revision of those documents and a comparison of 
the style of writing at present employed by your Excellency, and that which 
your predecessor, and formerly your Excellency yourself, observed in letters to 
the Resident, I find Mqjor Baillie’s statement on that subject, contained in his 
letter to your Excellency of the 8th of January, to be perfectly accurate. It is 
demonstratively shewn, that while Major Baillie has scrupulously observed, nay 
exceeded, the respectful forms of address employed by former Residents, your 
Excellen<y has departed entirely from those which were uniformly employed by 
the late mwaub, and, in the earlier part of your administration, even by your 
Excellency yourself, and has assumed a style of address in your letters to the 
Resident, not only degrading to him but to the Government which he repre- 
sents. 

It is unnecessary to recite the particular expressions, as they occur in your 
Excellency’s letters and those of Major Baillie, on which the above remark is 
founded. They will be sufficiently obvious to your Excellency’s discerning 
mind, by a comparison of the letters which passed between your Excellency and 
the present Resident, and the documents which Major Baillie submitted to your 
Excellency with his letter of the 8th of January. 

I regret most sincerely, that a disinclination, on the part of the successive 
Residents at your Excellency's Court who have Been the objects of this inde- 

deOordus 


the passages in Major Baillie’s written and verbal communications, which form 
the grounds of your Excellency’s complaint, you will see reason to recall the 
charges of disrespectful and intemperate conduct and language which you have 
imputed to him. 

Having thus replied to the charges against the Resident as they are stated in 
your Excellency’s letter, I proceed to offer such further remarks as have been 
suggested to my mind by the perusal of your Excellency’s answer to the letter 
addressed to you by the Resident on the 2d of January, and of the Resident’s 
rejoinder. 
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«arou8 proceeding, to trouble your Excellency on matters of form, should Bengal Political 
have sumred this, evil to continue for stich a length of time ; but as it has now ^^omuitatronr, 
been brought to the notice of this Government, more especially by means of a ^ M ar, is is. 

complaint on your Excellency’s part against its representative, of a want of Letter tvom 

respect in the language of his letters, I cannot permit it to continue ; and your (>overnor-Generai. 
Excellency must allow me to express, in the strongest and most explicit terms, 
my desire and expectation that you should revert to those observances of re> 
spect, which were uniformly practised from the early periods of the inter- 
course between the two States, until they were set aside by your Excellency’s 
own act. 

I consider your Excellency’s immediate compliance with this requisition to 
be essential to the maintenance of the dignity of the British Government and 
of its accredited representative at your Excellency’s Court, and I rely with 
confidence on your immediate attention to it. 

Your Excellency may be assured, that as no just cause of odence has been 
given to you in this respect hitherto, so the future correspondence of the 
Resident will always be conducted in strict conformity to those observances of 
respect and honour which are due to your exalted rank and station, and wih 
every possible regard to your Excellency’s feelings, on the points on which it 
will be his duty to address you. 

It only remains to reply to that part of your Excellency’s letter which relates 
to your desire to travel. On that point Major Baillie has been instructed to 
make known my sentiments to your Excellency ; and I have only to state in 
this place, that when your Excellency shall have made the necessary arrange- 
ment for the administration of your Government during your absence, and shall 
be pleased to apprize me of the time you may fix for your departure, every prac- 
ticable arrangement shall be made to facilitate the accomplishment of your 
wishes, and for your honourable reception and entertainment during your pro- 
gress through the British territories. 

Major Baillie has received my instructions on every point comprehended 
in this letter, and I request your Excellency to consider his representations 
as proceeding directly from myselfi and equally demanding your attention 
and regard. 

A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to Government. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

1. You were apprized, by my despatch of the 22d January, of the intention 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General to address his Excellency the 
Vizier, in reply to the letter from his Excellency which accompanied your 
despatch of the 4th January. 1 am now directed to transmit to you the enclosed 
English draft of his Lorefship’s letter : the letter itself will be forwarded to 
you by the Persian Secretary to the Government as soon as it can be 
prepared. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
(ioverninent. 


% You will observe that the Governor-General has replied specifically to 
every point of the Vizier’s charge against you, and has confirmed and enforced 
the statement contained in your letters to his Excellency’s address of the 2d 
and 8th January, of which translations accompanied your despatches of the 4th 
and 11th of that month. His Lordship has also called on the Vizier to revert 
in his epistolary intercourse with you to the forms of correspetidence employed 
by bis predecessors and by himself in the early part of his administration, in 
addressing the Resident at the Court of Lucknow. 


5 E 
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S. The sehthnenteof the Govetoor^Cfeneral in Council on the several poioti 
embiaced in the encbsed doctnneat, have been oomniinicated to you in my 
letter of the esd, in such detail as to render unneoemry any ^rther observa* 
tions at present. 

4. His Lordship in Council is not aware of any additional ailments or 
representations on the general subject of the Govemor>Generil*a letter which 
can be urged in confirmation of its contents. You will, however, accompany 
the delivery of it with such written or verbal communications on your own 
part, as you may judge to be best suited to the occasion. 

5. It was his Lordship’s wish to have taken this opportunity of renewing his 
representationa to the Vizier on the subject of the reform of his Excellency's 
administration, and other points which have been lately agitated with his Excel, 
lency, and to reply to the Vizier's letters on those subjects : it has been found 
absolutely necessary, however, to suspend the further consideration of them 
until a season of greater leisure. You will observe that they are hinted at in 
the enclosed document, and you will of course avail yourself of any opportu- 
nity of improving the impression which the present letter may be expected to 
make on his Excellency’s mind with reference to those matters. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J, Adam, 

5th March 1818. Secretary to Government. 


Bmgai F^litical 
5 Mar. laiS, 
Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consul tations, 
19 Mar. 1813. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \9th March 1%\S. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government 
Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the £Oth ultimo, I have 
now the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government, the enclosed copies of letters which I have received from the Judge 
and Magistrate of Elahabad and the commanding officers of the troops at Sool- 
tanpore and Pertaubghur, in reply to my communication and instructions to those 
officers respectively, of the date abovementiuned. 


S. The circumstances which are stated by Colonel Frith, in his letter of the 
5th instant, to my address, though they be neither new nor surprising to me, 
and have t^n frequently submitted already to the notice of his Lordship in 
Council, as well as insisted on to the Vizier, in the Course of my correspondence 
with his Excellency on the important subject of reform, seem nevertheless worthy 
to be recorded, as an additional and authentic proof of the manifest Justin and 
necessity of the measures recommended to the Vizier in the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General’s letter of the 528tb of December 18 id. 


Ludmow, 

Vik March 1813. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident 


To 
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To Majol*' Baillife, Resld^t at Lucktiow, &c. &c. 

Sir: 

1. I bave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the fiOih 
instant with its enclosures, and am much gratified to learn the completion of the 
arrangements therein detailed. 

S. Conformably to the desire expressed in the second paragraph of your 
letter, 1 have the honour to transmit a list, in the Persian language, of the fugi* 
tives from this district, presumed at present to be secreted in his Excellency the 
Vizier’s territories. 

I have, &c. 

Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescue, 

' 27th February 1813. Magistrate. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
instant, containing directions regarding the apprehension of delinquents, for the 
seizure of whom I may receive requisitions from the Magistrate of Elahabad, 
and enclosing translation of instructions on the subject, issued by his Excellency 
the Vizier to the Aumils of the neighbouring districts. You may rely on the 
strictest attention being paid to the directions you have transmitted for my 
guidance. 

I liave, &c. 

Sooltanpore, Oude, (Signed) F. Ktan, 

24th February 1813. Colonel, commanding at 

Sooltanpore, Oude. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
instant, covering a translation of the instructions of his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier to the Aumils in this part of the country, on the subject of the apprehen- 
sion of certain banditti who have been in the practice of infesting the neighbour, 
ing districts of Elahabad, and also conveying your own instructions on the same 
subject, and beg leave to assure you that. my best endeavours shall be exerted 
to accomplish the object in view, in a manner that may be satisfactory to bis 
Excellency, and in conformity with the very liberal authority which has been 
entrusted to me. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that no intelligence, which could be at all 
depended upon, has lately been received, either by Lieutenant Ellison or myself, 
respecting any of the offenders whom the Magistrate at Elahabad wished to nave 
apprehended. It hence appears, that the seizure of Bisna Sing lately, and the 
active search which has since b^n made after 'the others, has driven them out 
of this part of the country, and I entertain sanguine hopes that the instructions 
of his Excellency to the Aumils, and the ample authority which you have been 
pleased to vest me with, will effectually prevent their return, or the recurrence 
of the depredations in the Elahabad district. 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of the last letter I received from Lieute- 
nant Ellison. His other communications lately being of the same tenor, 1 did not 
deem it necessary to trouble you with them. 

I have, &C.. 

(Signed) R. Frith, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
at Pertaubghur. 

Ta 


Pertaubghur, 
26th February 1813. 


Bengal l^eal 
CmwnltaUam, 

19 Mar. 181S. 

Letter 

from Magistrate at 
Elahabad. 


Letter from 
Colonel Kyan. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Frith. 



19 Mar. 1818. 

Letter ftom 
Lii'utannnt Ellison. 


Letter from 
Liciuennnt Colonel 
tVith. 
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To Lieufeiiant>€olond'Fr1tb> commanding ittf^ertaobghur. ■ 

’ Sir: ■" ■' ' ■ ' ' '■■■;•' ■ :■ ■' 

Since I had the pleasure of addressing yon last, in continuation of the atit^edt 
of those banditti, I have not been able to gain the least intelligence 'of diCm, 
although the Hiremrabs inform me that, they went .all.4trnugb ;the.distrtot of 
Sooltanpore, Gude, and in di^eot parts of that country, and through the dif- 
ferent juhgi^ without giving tSie requisite information {< and it now seems, from 
the imeltigeoce eomiiiutiicated to me from time to time, that they are-not in tbis 
part of the country or about Sooltanpore, Oude, that I think they/must have 
retreated to some other province for protection. 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Kulla, (Signed) Charles EnLisoH, 

Bliedowlee, 25th February 1813. Lieutenant, commanding a 

Detachment. 


To Major Daiilie, Resident at Lucknow* 

Sir : • 

I have the honour to acquaint yoli, that in consequence of the Magistrate of 
Elahabad having signified that the detachment at Kulla Bhedowiee was no lunger 
necessary With the view to the apprehension of certain offenders, Lientenant 
Ellison, with the party under his command, has returned to cantonments, having 
first cautioned the Zemindars and others in that quarter against harbouring, in 
future, any fugitives from the neighbouring district of Elahabad. The Magis- 
trate's people have also been instructed, whenever they may gain intelligence of 
any of the offenders, to give information thereof to me without Joss of tijne, 
when, measures will be immediately adopted for their apprehension. The 
IMagistrate has also furnished me with a list and description of the several indi- 
viduals he wishes to have seized. This, with the orders of his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier, and the authority with w’hicb you have been pleased to invest 
me, will, I liope, enable me to prevent any cause of complaint in future, in regard 
to fugitives from the Company's districts. In a conversation which I had with 
Lieutenant Ellison on his return, he mentioned some particulars regarding the 
state of the country where he had been posted for the last three months, which 
I think it proper to communicate to you, although perhaps it may be exceeding 
the precise line of my duty. ' - ■ 

< . ' • - • f '' ' I , 

Lieutenant Ellison stated, that the inhabitants of tjie village pf Kulla B^ediow- 
lee, and of all the neighbouring villages, were in .the most ideplorable state, of 
|)Overty and distress; that they were generally afflicted with sickness,.' which 
appeared to him to arise from the scarcity of food and the badness of the quality 
of that on which they subsisted, as none of the sepoys or followers of bis detach- 
ment got ill while he remained there. ,Ife also stated, .that op. his arrival at 
Kulla Bhedowiee, the children of the village, to the number of about fifty, came 
out to his camp in a most famished and starving state ; that the sepoys of bis 
detachment, firom motives of pare humanity, fed than, and continued to feed 
and employ them in IHtl'e offices while they remained therCi by which means 
many of their lives were certainly saved, and that when he marched away these 
children followed the detachment several coss. Lieutenant Ellison further men- 
tioned, that the principal inhabitants of Kulla Bhedowiee .and the neiglibouring 
villages represented, that the extreme poverty, misery, and wretchedness which 
he observed, proceeded from there- being no fixed or seftled MScssnient Of the 
revenue, and from the bad faith apd oppression of the people employed m ^I- 
lecting it. That when , an agreement was made, if the crops proved deftCt|vej 
from a failurcof rain or other cause, nq retnission was made, hot the ulmql^t rupee 
of tlie agreement exacted, whereby siifflcient grain was not left (p the ijinS" 
bitants until the ne?tt season came round. On the other hand^ if tM^c^P* 
proved abundant and the seasoti favourable, the full value was exacted, jwtlfoot 
any regard to the agreement Thus, whether the seasons wfere gCqd hr had, 
or the crops abundant or otherwise, it made no difference to the inhaoftailts, who 
•were equally left without the means of eubsistence. Tliese exactions were 
enforced with such rigour, that it was not ronoommon for BraminS'of 4^specta- 

bility 
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bility to be reduced to $ucb a state of desperation, as in despair to-destroy them* 
selves. One of these Bramins Lieutenant Ellison saw, who with a tulwar had 
made a deep gash in bis belly ; but his bowels fortunately escaped' injury and 
his friends saved his life. 

Many of the young men belonging to cantonments, who occasionally go out 
into the country shooting and hunting, have reported that similar complaints 
have been made to them by the villagers. I am therefore apprehensive, that 
the above is but too just a picture of the miserable state of the inhabitants 
of this count ry. 

I have, &c. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) II. Fan u, 

5th March, 18 1 Si Lieuteuant.CulDnel, comiuaudiug. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 

The 26/A March 1813. 

To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in CouneiK 
My Lord : 

1. 1 have hitherto delayed to address your Lordship in Council in con- 
tinuation of the subject of my despatches of the 4th and 11th ultimo, or in 
reply to the important communication of your Lordship’s sentiments and com- 
mands, which I have recently had the honour of receiving through die medium 
of the Secretary to Government, in the expectation of receiving from the 
Vizier a recantation or renewal of his charges of intemperance and disrespect 
against myself, in the form of a reply to my letter under date the 8th ultimo, 
and also in tlie hope of being honoured with a further communication of your 
Lordship in Council’s instructions on the various points of discussion depending 
with his Excellency tlie Vizier, accompanied by copies of the answers to his 
Excellency’s letters to your Lordship, dated the 20th August, 8th of Septem- 
ber, 1st of December, and 1st of January last. 

2. The Vizier would seem determined to commit the issue of his complaint 
against me, in the decision of your Lordship in Council, to the documents 
already before you. 1 have no reason to believe that his Excellency meditates 
a reply to my letter of the 8th ultimo, though he be necessarily aware of its 
tendency to disprove his charge of intemperance, and to repel the accusation 
of disrespect in correspondence, by a well-founded and substantiated chaige of 
offensive deviation, on his own part, from the established forms of address t» 
the representative of the British Government- 

3. The exercise of the duties of personal intercourse and ofBcial communi- 
cation, on ray part, with his Excellency the Vizier, has suffered no interruption 
wliatever in consequence of his extraordinary complaint ; nor has his Excel- 
lency been deficient in the observances of personal consideration for me,, nor 
less attentive than usual to my suggestions on the subordinate points of dis- 
cussion which 1 have had occasion to bring to his notice. 

4. On the contrary, your Lordship in Council will have observed from my 
recent despatches to the Secretary, dated the 5th and 20th instant, that I have 
succeeded in effecting an arrangement for the regular supply of the British 
troops at Seetapore, and consequently at all the other stations in the Vizier’s 
territory; and that I have further, though with much difficulty and afler a 
great deal of vexatious discussion, obtained his Excellency’s consent to the 
employment of our troops in his dominions, on the requisition of the Magis- 
trates of contiguous districts, for the apprehension of offenders against our 
Government. 

"With the view of exhibiting to your Lordship the unhappy disposition of 
his Excellency’s mind, the character and grounds of his resistance to every 
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'-propel',' the moist and salutary',' which 'onf OovvfnN. 

irtcdt may have ocedsion ta iugg^ to him, and the extraordinary difiieultiss 
which oppose the suceesaful tmnduet of the duties of yonr .LordehipV repre> 
sentative at his court, I have the honour of submitting for yoor perusal ttans- 
lutioiis of a letter and statements received from his Excellency, in answer to 
iny commnnication of the orders, of Government dated the sgih ultimo, and 
referred to in the concluding paragraph of my despatch of the SOth instant to 
the Secretary in the Political Department. 

6. His Excellency sets out in his statement with an evasion of your Lord* 
ship’s desire, that his unwarrantable suspicion and jealousy of the measures 
and counsels of our Government should be disavowed, or the grounds of them 
explained and substantiated, and he exhibits a view of the proposal for the 
empfoyment of our troops in his dominions which is obviously erroneous and 
false ; for if the Britisli Government had ever wished or intended to take 
measures for the apprehension of delinquents in his Excellency’s territory 
without his previous knowledge and consent, the proposal which was the sub- 
ject of discussion could never obviously have been made to him ; and thus the 
unhappy disposition of his Excellency’s mind has perverted a friendly applica- 
cation on the part of our Government for his acquiescence in a just and neces- 
sary arrangement, into a premeditated design of carrying that arrangement 
into effect of its own authority, without lus Excellenty’s knowledge or c^sent, 
to the prejudice of his riglits as a sovereign. , 

7 . It is, in fact, the right of the Britisli Government to advise and to press 
its advice upon any point tO his Excellency, (unquestionable as this right must 
be considered under the spirit and letter of the treaty) that has ever been irk- 
some to his Excellency’s mind, and to infringe or evade which is his constant 
aim and pursuit by every means in his power; because that advice must Ije 
generally hostile to the gratification of his favourite pa.ssions, and because every 
occasion of his acquiescence, whatever the subject may be, is misrepresented 
by his evil advisers, or misconstrued by the natural jealousy of his own temper, 
into a confirmation of the original right of interference in the concerns of his 
Government, wliich, according to his conception, has been already essentially 
impaired, and may be eventually lost by prescription. 

8. The exercise of our right to advise is therefore uniformly resisted, as an 
encroachment on his Excellency’s power and authority ; and in every case like 
the present, where a plausible ground for resistance may be wanting, his Excel- 
lency does not hesitate to misrepresent the object of our suggestion or advice, 
as he has done on the present occasion, perverting an application for his con- 
sent to the march of a dctalchment of our troops to a short distance from a fron- 
tier station of iiis territory, for a just and necessary purpose, into a design of 
“ employing our troops without liis consent, to carry off any offender from any 
“ village or town in his country, nay even from the capital of his dominions.” 

9 . Tlie perverseness and absurdity of a mi.'iconstniction or misstatement like 
this is too apparent to have escaped his Excellency’s notice, even at the time 
when he applied it as an argument ; yet he maintained it at our conference on 
this subject on the £JOth ultimo for a very considerable time, and though I fre- 
quently begged him to recollect, and ultimately read to hifn the terms of your 
Lordship in Council’s proposition, which literally assumes for its basis a state 
of circumstances quite inconsistent with any that could be contemplated 
in Lucknow, namely, the influence of the misconduct of his Excellency’s 
officers at a distance to defeat the views of our Government, and the purposes 
of his own orders, in tlie seizure of public offenders, he still persisted in pre- 
tending a belief that his acquiescence iu the proposed arrangement would lead 
to our adoption of similar measures throughout his territory, and even in his 
capital, under his eye. 

10. I asked his Excellency if be considered himself to be bound by the 

of the subsisting alliance, and by the terms of the arrangement with Mar- 
quess Wellesley, to seize and deliver over oftenders against our Government 
who might find refuge in any part of his dominions : and on his amwering this 
® question 
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qtieftion in the affirmative, 1 inquired whether or not he bioHi^lf. or any otlier 
peracjo in his dominions, could doubt li is ability to discharge this obligBtion, 
with reference to odenders who might at any time be concealetl in Lticknow. 
To this inquiry his Excellency immediately replied, that neither bis inclination 
nOr ability could be* doubted ; and on my pointing to the natural inference from 
this avowal, namely, his compliance with every requisition for the seizure of 
delinquents in Lucknow, as superseding both the use and the object of your 
Lordship in Council’s proposition, his Excellency reluctantly departed from the 
untenable argument which he had urged. 

11. The succeeding paragraphs of his Excellency’s statement contain a 
departure from his original demand of the association of his officers with ours in 
the execution of the required service,, and a requisition, equally injurious, of 
renewed and specific application, through the circuitous medium of the Resi- 
dent, for the seizure of every offender, after the place of his concealment should 
be known. 

12. The manifest tendency of this requisition to frustrate your Lordship’s 
views in the arrangement proposed to his Excellency, could scarcely require to 
be explained. It was, in fact, a direct and unqualified rejection of the only new, 
and the most essential, part of the proposition contained in the Chief Secretary’s 
despatch of the 21st of August 1812; for his Excellency had never objected 
to the employment of our troops on specific application being made to him for 
the seizure of any offender, and the general authority applied lor under the 
recent orders of the Government was the only subject of discussion on which 
the smallest hesitation had been sliewn ; so that my consent to his Excellency’s 
proposal, however artfully and plausibly desired, with a view to the preserva- 
tion of his authority, would have been, in fact, a total dereliction of the arrange- 
ment W'hich your Lordship in Council had prescribed. The manner in which 
this part of the question was ultimately adjusted between us, to the apparent 
satisfaction of both, has been explained in my despatch to the )Secretary under 
date the 20th instant, and does not require to be repeated. 

IS. The remark in his Excellency's statement having reference to his rejec- 
tion of the proposal which was made to him originally by Lord Wellesley and 
withdrawn by the late Lord Cornwallis, has an obvious .tendency to confirm the 
observation submitted in a preceding paragraph of this despatch, namely, that 
the Vizier considers every instance of his acijuiescence in the counsels of the 
British Government as a confirmation of, and every occasion of successful 
resistance to its advice as tending to weaken, our right of interference in his 
Excellency’s concerns. 

14). The concluding paragraph of his Excellency’s letter is worthy of parti- 
cular notice. It is the uniform practice of the Vizier to apply his territorial 
cession to the Honourable Company uniler the fictitious character of a gratuity, 
as a set-off against every proposal of our Government, however salutary in its 
nature and objects, beneficial to his Excellency’s Government, and even sanc- 
tioned by the letter of the Treaty of Cession, that may operate in the smallest 
degree against his feelings, caprices, or self-interested and personal views. 

15. I have always considered it to be my duty to remonstrate, in unqualified 
terms, against so strange and so wilful a misconception of the principles of the 
Treaty of Cession as the above, whenever the Vizier has adduced it ; and, on 
the present occa.sion, I laboured with more than my usual earnestness, and I 
trust with considerable success, to convince his Excellency’s mind of the weak- 
ness and unwortbiness of the arguments which are adduced at the close of his 
statement. 

16. Our subsidiary alliances with their Highnesses the Nizath and the 
Peishwa, I proved to his Excellency to be the same in every respect, in their 
principle, nature, and beneficial objects to both parties, with the treaty of 1801 , 
concluded between his Excellency and Lord Wellesley. The nature and extent 
of his Excellency’s territorial cession, as of districts originally acquired, witli 
one dr two I rifling exceptions, by the power of the British arms, and transferreil 
to his Excellency’s ancestors, I described as exactly the same 'with the cessions 
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of the Nizam aiul the Pcishwah ; proportioned, too, in a similar manner, to 0)0 • 
amount of the pecuniary subsidy, and the other objects of the alliance, as regu- 
lated by former treaties : nay, that the benefits acqnire4 by his Excellency,, in 
exchange for tITb cession ot which he boasted as a gratuity, were decidedly 
greater and more essential than hail accrued to the other States ; and that the 
only circumstance which was wanting to perpetuate and improve in his posses* 
sion, and in that of his descendants, the advantages of the treaty of ISOI, 
was his Excellency’s cordial conctirrence in the necessary measures of reform 
recommended by your Lordship in Council ; his own performance, in fact, 
of the only important stipulation of that treaty which now remained to be 
fulfilled. 

17* Of hie Excellency's ** other acts of friendship during the progress of the 
” Mahratta war,” I observed tfiat it was by no means my wish to detract from 
the merit of those services, which the Government bad acknowledged in suit- 
able terms as they occurred, and would always be disposed to compensate by 
similar demonstrations of friendship; but that the question which we were 
then engaged in discussing was obviously not of a nature to admit of such 
arguments as those, since his Excellency’s obligation by treaty to apprehend 
and deliver over marauders and other offenders against our Government finding 
refuge within his dominions, was not to be compromised or set aside by any 
gratuitous acts which he had the option of performing or not ; and, on the 
other hand, the protection of our subjects against those marauders, by re- 
quiring a fulfilment of his obligation, was a positive duty on our part, which 
no consideration of friendship for his Excellency could ever entitle us to 
neglect. 

18. Having thus disposed of the whole of his Excellency’s statement, in a 
manner that seemed to convince him of the inefficacy of the arguments which 
it contained, I animadverted on the nature of his comments on the substance 
of the several documents conveyed to me by the Secretary’s despatch under 
date the 29th ultimo, and translated for his Excellency’s perusal. The sole 
object and the obvious tendency of those documents, I observed, w'as to 
exhibit and to prove to his Excellency the ready and cheerful acquiescence of 
iheir Highnesses the Nizam and Dowlut Rao Scindia, in proposals, on the part 
of our Government, exactly similar to those which his Excellency had so often 
rejected ; while the grounds of our proposal to his Excellency were manifestly 
stronger than the others, since the injuries which the arrangement under dis- 
cussion was intended and calculated to remove had been borne and submitted 
to patiently for a period of ten years, under every circumstance of aggravation, 
and without any hope of redress, save by the measures that we had ultimately 
suggested tc his Excellency, and which had been proposed to the other States 
and acquiesced in, on the first occasion oP a necessity for resorting to them. 
Could this obserTOtion, I asked, be refuted by his Excellency’s comments ; and 
if not, to what purpose did they tend ? Could the united substance of his 
Excellency’s letter to my address, and of the declaration and statement which 
it conveyed, be viewed by his Excellency, on reflection, in the light of a 
satisfactory reply to my letter conveying a translation of the orders of Govern- 
ment and of tfae documents referred to in those orders; or as a just cause, or 
even plausible pretext for his Excellency’s continued resistance to the arrange- 
ment, which those orders prescribed, which I had proved to be necessary and 
unexceptionable, and which other States less closely connected with our Go- 
vernment than his Excellency’s bad readily and cheerfully agreed to, on the 
first occasion of its being proposed to them ? The association and co-operation 
of the Nizam’s officers and tfoops, or those of Scindia, with the officers of our 
(government, in the pursuit and suppression of marauders, had never been 
insisted on by his Highness the Nizam or by Dowlut Rao, as a condition, pi 
their acquiescence in our views ; nor had this co-operation on the part of the 
other States beeii*even ascertained to be injurious, as established by repeated 
experience, with a reference to marauders in Oude. In the instance 
Nizam, indeed, it was doubted whether or not a requisition for the aid of bis 
troops, and a communication with his Highness's officers, were expedient; 
and, accordingly, it was left to the discretion ol the British officers to make 
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that reqtilsitton or not, '-without aay objection whatever on tl)e part of ius Bengal Political 
Highnesa'a Government, exactly as suggested by me with a reference to his Consuitatiobt, 
Excellence’s officers, whQn|> his l^xcellency had insisted on uniting in the ^6 Mar, i sis, 
execution bf the service proposed, to the manifest prejudice of its pbjecU, In Letter 
the instaoce of Scipdia, again, the deputation of an officer of his.Governineni froni Resident at 
to attend a detachment pf our troops, proceede4 on the Kesident’s appficatipn, Lucknow, 
and by tib means on Scindia’s desire.; while tlie contrast between Scindia’s 
conduct and his Excellency’s, in regard to another, apd a far more essetilial 
point, the admission of our troops into his territory, was deserving of par- 
ticular remark, A jealousy on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindia, with a 
reference to a measure like this, might have deserved consideration and in- 
dulgence, ^on, grounds which it was unnecessary to explain, and which his 
Excellency knew to bp inconsistent with British principles or faith, as well as 
to be totally inapplicable to the terms of our alliance with him, whose territory, 
power, and authority, we were bound to protect and maintain, and whose true 
interests were all identified with our own. I intreated his Excellency to re- 
consider the nature and tendency of the remarks with which he had thus 
again attempted to oppose the just and necessary arrangement proposed by 
your Lordship for his acquiescence, and to hesitate Cre he permitted me to 
record the ultimate grounds of his resistance, contained in the documents 
before me, to a measure entirely unexceptionable, and to w'hich further 
resistance was unavailing, since his Excellency was fully aware of the necessity 
of my carrying It into effect, with or without his concurrence, in the course 
of that very day. 

19 . His Excellency had scarcely interrupted me during the whole of the 
preceding disqourse, and he now made a pitiful appeal to what he termed the 
parapiouot power and authority of your Lordship’s Government, declaring 
that. he had neither the wish nor ability to oppose it, and that your Lordship 
might do what you pleased ; but that, foreseeing the total annihilation of his 
own power by the adoption of the measures proposed, he could never willingly 
consent to them. 1 replied that, if such were his genuine sentiments, after 
hearing all the arguments which I had adduced to convince him that his fears 
were imaginary, any further discussion must be vain, and that I should imme- 
diately, though with real reluctance, proceed, in the execution of my duty, 
to issue the orders which were prepared to the commanding officers of our 
troops at the several stations on the frontier. 

20. I then made a signal to get up, but liis Excellency seemed unwilling to 

leave me 'in the determination which 1 had thus finally announced to hite, and 
he heggbd me again to consider whether or not it were possible to reconcile 
the execution of the orders of Government with the preservation of bis con- 
sequence and authority, and to act as his friend on the occasion. I answered, 
that they were perfectly reconcilable, and indeed could never he at variance, 
since your Lordship’s orders and views were uniformly directed to the rnaih.^ 
tenaned bf his Excellency’s just authority over his subjects and dominions, as 
well as to'the mutual and more essential advantages of his Excellency’s Ob- 
vertfmeut and your own; and that his Excellency had only to reconsider 
dispassionately' the tenor of the original proposal, and the grounds on which it - 
was-stipportedi to be satisfied of the truth of this remark ; that his Efccel- 
lency had frequently admitted his obligation to execute of his own authbrity 
the service which' we had required of him, namely, the seizure and surrender 
of -cridiinals'; tbathe had as frequently avowed his inclination to perform this - 
duty ; and that the measures which we had proposed to liim were, in facti 
prbpbsed lvith the^iew of supporting his Excellency’s authority, of enabl!rij| 
him; by' the aid of our troops, to discharge an avbwed obligation which be- 
had no mber tneans of fulfilling. ' .' ’.'. f/! 

ffe hbw t'odk up the Persian copies of instructions to our officers, , 

Aanf»iiy,"li^hrch f had prepared for liis perusal, and I begged him, to My it ti;er| ' 

Wbre iby'^ihln^'ih the terms of those instructions to which he qouJd re^!jit]^^P]y 
; Me answered, that thb general nature of them was .the prji^ncipal 
of 'lilsotfjbeilioh'l'thatt^^^ did not specify any particular Cf^puler p.j^e^seiziqa," 
tfim’Vat wh'leh the troops were to move bn this service, nor, m .worti iiny 
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particular purpose or place to which the operations of our troops in his domi. 
nions sliould be limited. 

22. I replied, that there could be no motive whatever, on the part of our 
government, for withholding information on those points, under any circum- 
stances, from his Excellency, nor even from the officers of his Government, 
save a well-grounded fear of the connivance of the latter with offenders, so as 
to frustrate the object in view. But that, in fact, the particular information 
which his Excellency seemed to require was not now in the possession of any 
one, and could only be gradually obtained by the Magistrates of contiguous 
districts, whose spies would be employed to discover the places of the offender’s 
concealment, and who would issue their requisitions to commanding officers, 
and convey the necessary information to me, to be submitted to his Excellency 
at the very same instant of time ; so that his Excellency might always be 
informed of the intended movement of the troops and its object, before the 
actual movement took place. 

23. The Vizier took advantage of this suggestion on my part, to renew bis 
original demand of a specific application from the Magistrate, through me, for 
his consent to the employment of our troops, on every occasion of the discovery 
of the place of an offender’s concealment ; observing, that as 1 had now agreed 
to inform him of the Magistrate’s requisition and its object, and as I could have 
no doubt of his Excellency’s fidelity on tl)ose occasions, the Magistrate’s requi- 
sition miglit, without any injury, proceed through the usual channel of the 
Resident, after obtaining his Excellency’s consent. To this proposal J. objected 
in the calmest possible manner, although irritated by his Excellency’s perverse- 
ness, submitting the manifest disadvantage and the total inutility of delay, as 
well as the probability of a disclosure of the circumstances to be communicated 
by the Magistrate, from their passing tlu'oiigh so many offices and becoming 
known to a number of persons, before the execution of the service required or 
the movement of the troops for that purpose. 

24. His Excellency sullenly replied that “ he was helpless,” or used words to 
that effect; and on a second signal from me we got up and proceeded to the 
door, where he commenced another pitiful complaint, and deplored in a manner 
unmanly and unbecoming, with tears in his eyes, the unhappy situation in 
which he was placed, unwilling, as well as unable, to contend with your Lord- 
ship on any point, and yet incapable of reconciling to his feelings tbe wrauge- 
meni which your Lordship had proposed. 

25. I now perceived, or thought that I perceived in his Excellency’s coun- 
tenance and manner, a serious apprehension of tlie consequences of any further 
resistance to our views ; and I took advantage of this state of his feelings, by 
begging him to reflect on the extraordinary forbearance of the Government, 
not only on this question but also on a number of others, on which our advice 
had been offered to his Excellency in the genuine spirit of friendship, and with 
the purest |)ossibie motives, and had been treated witli total disregard. The 
justice and necessity of the employment of our troops, in the only effectual 
manner, for the seizure of offenders against our Government Ending refitge 
and protection in this country, had been apparent for a series of years, bad been 
frequently urged and demonstrated to his Excellency in the most amicably 
manner and by irrefragable proofs, and we were ultimately now reduced to ibe 
alternative of conniving at the pillage of our subjects in every district of our 
territory contiguous to his Excellency’s dominions, or adopting measures for 
their redress in direct opposition to his will. Was this a state of things to have 
been contemplated between the British Government and that of Oude ? could 
such a state of circumstances exist l>etween them for any protracted period of 
time? and if the unhappy result of the present discussioiD with his Excellency 
sliould extend to but a few of the other questions that were still depending »nd 
unsettled, did his Excellency contemplate the consequences? and to whopa were 
those consequences to be^ascribed ? I stated my extreme reluctance, pn obvious 
grounds, to notice any part of the letter which his Excellency had recently 
addressed to your Lordship, till an answer tp that letter should he received; 
but the extrordinary contrast and htconsistehey of the ejypressipns at the 
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close of Uuit letter, with bis Excellency’s uni&rm conduct of late years, and more 
]}articu]arly on the present occasion, were by far too striking to be overlooked. 
He had entreated your Lordsiiip not to view him as on a footing with any other 
of the princes of India* but as entirely obedient to you in ail things ; and he 
had now afibrded an example of the manner of his obedience to your will, by 
resisting to the last a most salutary and unexceptionable arrangement, no 
sooner proposed than acquiesced in by two other princes of India less closely 
allied to us than himself. 

26. The Vizier seemed greatly affected by the tendency of tlic foregoing 
remark. He led me again to the table, and begged me to decide for him as a 
friend what was proper to be rlone on this occasion. He wanted nothing but 
information of the measures proposed before they should he carried into execu- 
tion ; even the names of the offenders to be seized, and the places of their 
supposed concealment, would suffice ; and he would pledge himself never to 
make them known under any circumstances whatever. I answered, that I saw 
noobJection whatever to his being furnished with a general list of all the offen- 
ders and fugitives from each of the districts in our dotpinious contiguous to his 
Excellency’s territory, before any requisition should be issued by the Magistrate 
of the district in question to our commanding officer at llie frontier post ; but 
that a specibcation of the place of concealment of any particular offender, or an 
application, through a circuitous channel, for the seizure of that offender after 
the place of his concealment should be known, was totally out of the question, 
and must prove in practice a dereliction of the object of our original proposal to 
his Excellency. 

27. At length, with apparent cordiality, his Excellency was pleased to accept 
of the degree of information which I olfercd, and desired me to give him, in 
writing, a .statement of what I proposed. I accordingly committed to writing, 
in the Persian language, and delivered to his Excellency, an agreement in the 
following terms : “ It is now dually settled, that the Resident’s instructions to 
“ commanding officers, and the V izier's orders to his Aumiis, agreeably to the 
“ copie.s {irepared, shall be issued this day or to-morrow; that the Kesiclent 
“ shall require frtun the Magistrates, and present to his Excellency the Vizier, 
“ general lists of the names of all fugitives ami offenders, whose apprehension 
“ may be required, and until the list of oftenders in each district be delivered to 
“ his Excellency, the movement of the troops shall not take place. His Excel- 
“ lency, on the other hand, voluntarily offers and promises, never to impart tr* 

‘ any of the officers of his Government the names of the offenders in question ; 
“ and the above rules shall be observed on every future occa.sion, in the cn.se of 
“ new offenders arising, whom it may be the wish of the Magistrates to seize. 
“ A list of their names shall be forwarded, before requisitions for their seizure 
“ be Issued.” 

28. In this manner, your Lordship in Council will observe, by wy qoace^^cp 
of a puerile and unmeaning request on the part of his Excellency tbie Vizier, 
which his Excellency might have offered with equal success at the C(Mu,men4;e- 
ment, a most vexatious discussion has been terminated, and the object of 
Lordship in Council’s instructions fuffilled. 

29. On a review of this voluminous detail of my conference of the 2(Hh 
instant with the Vizier, I feel some degree of hesitation in trespas»«g on your 
Loiflship’s time by transmitting it for your perusal ; yet, under an idea that as 
descriptive of the uniform character of the Vizier’s vexatious proceedings 
during a period of several years, and of the unhappy |)erverseness of hk dispo- 
sition in every discussion with our Government, it may not be destitute of use, 
1 discharge a duty in submitting it. 

90, My proceedings with reference to tins arTangenieut, both faefocean^ MfUr 
the conference, have been already reported to your Loedsdup, HdpixMigh phe 
medium of the Secretary to Government. 

81. Ihave now the honour to acknondedge my receipt of '^reitOi^’s 
despatch ‘Under date the S2d -ultimo, cooitaining a ciOi(ninuDicatioa.of your ILord- 
ship in Couneirs sentiments and commands on t^e subject of the Vizier's xom- 
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plaint, and the several questions connected with it ; to express my cheerful and > 
grateful concurrence in the justice of all the remarks which your Lordship has ' 
made on niy conduct ; and to offer a solemn assurance, that those remarks shall* 
form the guide of my future proceedings. 

32. M3* despatch to the Secretary to Government, under date the 1 6th ultimo, 
will have served to explain to your Lordship, the delicate and embarrassing 
predicament in which I was necessarily placed, with a reference to the case of 
ilyder Bukhsh, and will have constituted an additional apology for the uninten- 
tional error of my conduct regarding that person’s departure from Lucknow. 
In ascribing those errors to their true motive, your Lordship in Council has 
been pleased to do me all the justice that 1 could desire. 

33. I await with considerable anxiety the receipt of your Lordship’s answerk 
to the several letters from the Vizier which are noticed in the commencement of 
this despatch, and a communication of your Lordship in Council’s sentiments 
and commands on the various subjects of those letters. The deplorable case of 
her Highness the younger Begum at Elahabad in particular, which forms the 
principal subject of two of those letters, seems to merit your carU* consideration, 
and to require the adoption of more efficient measures than have hitherto bee8* 
tried, with a view to the satisfaction of her Highness’s just claims by her unkind 
and illiberal brother. 

1 have, Ac. 

Lucknow Residency, > (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28th February 1813. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 19th February 1 813.) 

No. 1. 

The translation of the orders of Government to your address, and of its 
enclosures, with the draft of instructions to Aumils, has been perused by the 
Presence, and therefore a paper, in the form of a declaration, and another con- 
taining the sentiments and wishes of the Presence, with n correct draft of the 
instructions to Aumils, are now sent for your perusal, enclosed in this sbookha. 
After having attentively and deliberartely perused the above docunicnts, you will 
clearly submit to the Presence whether my requests can be acceded to or not. 

No. 2. 

In the translation of the orders of tSovermnent, regarding the apprehension 
of delinquents, it is slated that the nature and grounds of my unwarrantable 
suspicion and jealousy should be distinctly avowed, and substantiated by some 
satisfactory proof. Ttie case is this: The only point in dispute, with a reference 
to this subject, is, the following. The British Government wishes to adopt 
measures for the apprehension of delinquents, marauders, and offenders against 
that Government in my country, without my previous knowledge, and the 
Presence wishes that the above measures should be carried into effect with its 
previous knowledge and consent, and thus that the accomplishment of the wisli 
of your Government, which will prove highly gratifying to the Pi'Csence, be 
effected rn- such a manner as to preserve the power and authority of the Presence 
as heretofore, with the assistance of the Honourable Company. Now, if the 
British troops stationed in my dominions shall, without the knowledge or consent 
of the Presence, seize aad carry away any person whom they wish, from any 
village or town belonging to my country, nay even from Lucknow itself, and the . 
Presence, like every other inhabitant of the country, from the want of previous 
information be ignorant of the object of those proceedings, it is obvious that 
my power and authority are at an end, and that dominion, under such circum- 
stances, can have no charms for me whatever. A detailed statement pf . the 
nature and grounds of this remark, or of proofs to substantiate it, is evidently 
unnecessary. 

With r^rd, again, to what is written, that “the commanding officers of 
“ tbeJBrit^^troops be authorized, on their receipt of intelH^noe from , you or, 
“ -from the Magistrates, accompanied by certain information of tiie hidipgi 

“ places 
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places of public offenders, to detach the troops under their command for tlic 

apprehension of such offenders, without any communication with roy officers.'* 
If it ic the wish of your Government to preclude my officers and Aumils from 
any knowledge or participation in your measures, this may be accomplished in 
the following manner, without any hindrance to the object in view, namely : 
on every occasion, when the Magistrate of a contiguous district may write to you, 
to inform you that the seizure of a particular offender is required, and request 
you to issue your orders to a commanding officer to comply with the Magistrate’s 
requisition for the apprehension of such an offender, on his being pointed out by 
rhe Magistrate, you submit the application of the Magistrate, in the first instance, 
to the Presence, when permission will be granted by the Presence for your 
issuing your orders to the commanding officer, agreeably to the Magistrate’s 
request, and thus the desire of the Company’s Government will be fulfilled, and 
'similar orders may be issued for the seizure of fugitives from my Government'. 
If you consent to this arrangement, let me know ; and it will certainly accom- 
plish the desire of your Government, as well as preserve the power and autho- 
lity of the Presence. 

"When the Most Noble Marquess Wellesley proposed that the British troops 
should enter the dominions of the Presence in pursuit of fugitives from the Bri- 
tish territory, and that, in like manner, the troops of the Presence might enter 
the British territories in pursuit of defaulters against this Government, this pro- 
posal was rejected by the Presence, although perfectly equal on both sides. 

From the translations of the letters enclosed and referred to in the orders of 
Government, nothing satisfactory can be decided, because the previous circum- 
stances connected with them are unknown, nor can these documents form any 
precedents for the Presence. What concern has the Presence in the affairs of 
others, and what comparison or resemblance can exist between the affairs of the 
Presence and those of others? Through friendship and unity alone I acceded to 
the wishes of your Government, and proved my obedience to its will, by ceding 
a portion of my country and disbanding the whole of my troops, besides other 
acts of friendship which took place during the operations against tlie fortress of 
Bhurtpore, &c. 

No. 3. 

In the translation of Mr. Russell’s letter to Mr. Tod, tljc Magistrate of Ma* 
sulipatam, dated the 8th January 1813, it is stated that, “ there is no objection 
” on the part of the Nizam’s Government to the employment of our troops to 
“ seize the persons of the freebooters mentioned in your letter,” &c. to the end 
of the paragraph. From the above sentence it is evident that a particular list of 
the names of the marauders must have been inserted in Mr. Tod's letter, and that 
the seizure of Ashw'a Rao was desired by the Nizam himself. 

From the next paragraph of Mr. Russell’s letter to Mr. Tod, enclosing orders 
from the minister to Meer Hedayet Alee, the Talookadar of Khummumet, 
directing him “ to obey any orders which he might receive from the officer com- 
“ manding the troops,” &c. (recapitulate), it is to be inferred that a particular 
communication was made to, and permission obtained from the Nizam, before 
the orders in question were issued. 

With a reference, to the last paragraph of the above letter, in which the Resi- 
dent states that he has thought it better not to ask for the assistance of the 

Nizam’s horse nor to make any communication,” &c. to the end. Mr. Russell 
in this paragraph has merely expressed his own thoughts and suspicions regarding 
the people ui question. 

In the translation of Mr. Tod’s Letter to the Secretary in the judicial depart- 
ment, Fort St. George, dated the 2i2d December 1812, it is written, that “ it is 
** notoriously known that they are countenanced and protected by a Zemindar 
“ called Ashwa Rao,” &c. It is also stated, that “ if it should not be deemed 
" expedient to proceed against AshwaRao,a party of horse should be employed,” 
&c. The first sentence is merely expressive of Mr. Tod’s opinion, and the 
second suggests the co-operation to the Nizam’s cavalry in the apprehension of 
the marauders. 

5 H liv 
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Bengal t’ol&*baf In the translation of the letter from the Reaident witli Dowlut Rao Scmdia 

Lordship’s address, dated the 12th September 1812, it is written, tlutt hie 
‘ * * ‘ “ Highness deputed a hnzooreah,” &Cii It is further stated, that *' it was fpttled 

I-etter •' that our (the British) troops should have liberty to cross into the Maluurajah’s 
from the Vizien “ territory, for the apprehension of such violaters of tlie peace,” &c. and further, 
that “ the Subadar of Gwalior was directed to afford every aid in his power,” &c. 

Now the Presence, in like manner, has no objection whatever to appoint a> 
person, for the purpose of co-operating in such measures as may be adopted for 
the ease of the British subjects and tranquillity of the country, nor to issue any 
orders which are required to the several Aumils. But with regard to the British 
troops entering my dominions in pursuit of robbers, &c. as there were no British 
troops in the Maharajah’s country, if he did not accede to their coming, what else 
could he do ? Whereas, in my country, British troops are already stationed, 
and these are sulhcient for the punishment or seizure of all the offenders in 
question. 

In the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Mr. Adam it is stated, that “ in 
“ the uncertainty whether my communications,” See. (recapitulate). In this 
letter, the co-operation of Dowlut Rao Scindia and his officers is apparent and 
manifest. 

In the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Mr. Ilalhed, Assistant to the 
Magistrate of zillah Agrali and Etaivah, dated tlie 27th October 1812, it is 
written, “ I requcsteil that his Highness would send a party of horse to co-operate 
“ with them, in which his Highness immediately acquiesced,” &c. Co-operation 
is also evident from llfis sentence. 

Again, in the translation of the orders issued by Maharajah Doulut Rao 
Scindia to Bhngwunt Rao, the Naib of the Subadar of Gwalior, dated the 27th 
of October 1812, the place of the rebel Lollgic’s residence, and the names of the 
villages w'hose Zemindars concealed and protected him are specified, and from 
the tenor of the above order it is clear that his Highness’s permission must have 
been previously asked and obtained. 

From the translation of Mr. Strachev’s letter to Mr. Halhed, dated the 30th of 
October 1812, it appears that an application was made by him to the Maharajah 
for a letter to his Highness's Aumil of Omrec. 

From ditto to ditto, dated the 1st of November 1812, previous application and 
co-operation arc apparent. 

From Mohoroba Hurry’s letter to LallaLokcman, dated the IstNovemher 1812, 
aid and co-operation are very clear and apparent. 

In the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Mr. Halhed, dated 3d November 
1812, previous application, co-operation, and great degree of consideration for 
Scindia are obvious. 

From the translation of Mr. .Strachey’s letter to Captain Popham, dated the 
20th November 1812, the orders issued by Dowlut Rao Scindia for the aid, 
assistance, anti co-operation of his officers in the punishment of offenders are 
evident. 

From tlie translation of orders issued by Dowlut Rao Scindia to Khundoo 
Hiizooreah, dalcd'thc 20th November 1812, the aid and co-operalion, &c. of his 
olliccrs are also very clear. 

The orders issued to Uamchund, Koomasdar of Omrec, are in similar terms fo 
the orders issued to Khundoo Huzoorcah. 

True translations : 

(Sisned) J. Baillte, 

•Resident. 

T» 
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Sir: 


To Major BajUie, Resident Lifok^pw. 


1. I am directed to acknowiedge the receipt of your despatch to Uie address 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, under date the 
StSth ultimo, principally relating to the arrangement which has been finally set- 
tled with His Excellency the V izier for the pursuit and seizure of delinquents 
within his Excellency’s dominions, with a detail of the conference which you 
held with his Excellency on that subject on the 20th of the same month. 


2. The Governor-General in Council directs me to state, that the perusal of 
the report of yopr conference with his Excellency the Vizier has impressed him 
with a high sense of the address and ability with which it was conducted on your 
part. His Lordship in Council’s approbation of the judgment and firmness 
which you have uniformly manifested during the whole course of this long and 
vexatious negotiation, and with which you have now brought it to a successful 
termination, has already been signified to you in a letter of the 5th instant. 


3. On the other topics alluded to iu the concluding paragraph of your despatch 
above acknowledged, you will receive a communication of his Lordship id 
Council’s sentiments at a future period, when the pressure of other important 
public affairs shall admit of the subjects to which they refer being taken into his 
Lordship in Council’s consideration. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

26'th March 1813. Secretary to Government. 


Read again a despatch from the Resident at Lucknow, under date the 20lh 
ultimo, recorded on the proceedings of the 5th instant, transmitting copies of 
circular letter addressed to officers commanding Uritish troops in tlie Vizier's 
dominions, of instructions issued by the Vizier to his Auuiils, and of a letter to 
the Magistrate of Elahabad, on the subject of seizing robbers and njarauders 
who find shelter within his Excellency's tenitories. 

Read also a despatch from the Resident at Lucknow, under date the 22d 

ultimo, recorded on the proceedings of the transmitting a ropy 

of a letter addressed to the Judge and Magistrate of Baieilly on the same 
subject. 

Ordered, That copies of the enclosures in the abovementioned despatches 
from the Resident at Lucknow be recorded for information in the Judicial De- 
partment. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \5th May \%\S. 

To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. Your Lordsliip’s letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, under 
date the 5th of March last, in reply to liis Excellency’s letter of the 1st January, 
was received from the Persian Department on the 27th ultimo. My desire of 
being furnished with a copy of the Persian Secretary’s rcpoit on the forms of 
correspon«lence with the Vizier, to be submitted to his Excellency in explana- 
tion or a portion of your Lordship’s letter, having reference to that subject, 
induced me to postpone the delivery of the letter to tiie Vizier until the morning 
of the 13th instant, when 1 announced my intention of breakfasting with bis 
fijtcellcncy'for this purpose. 

2. The Vizier was prevented by a slight indisposition from receiving my visit 
the morning of tlie ISth'instant, and hii Excellency did me the honour to 

breakfast with me on the morning of the following day. 

* • . 3. I 
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3. I prefaced the delivery of the letter by referring to my usual practice of 
reading in his Excellency’s presence all letters on subjects of importance, With 
the delivery of which I might be charged under the orders of the Governor- 
General, and I explained the cause of my departure from that practice on the 
present occasion to be the delicate nature of the principal subject of the letter, 
as it related to my own character and conduct. I begged his Excellency to 
reconsider the grounds of his complaint against me, and your Lordship s senti- 
ments regarding them, in a calm and dispassionate manner ; and I expressed 
my reliance on his Excellency’s justice and impartiality, for his ultimate acqui- 
escence in the judgment which your Lordship in Council had pronounced. I 
begged him to be assured of my disposition to take no other advantage of your 
Lordship’s decision in my favour, than that of renewing my ardent endeavour to 
cultivate his Excellency’s good-will and to promote the honour of his Govern- 
ment ; and I ventured with confidence to predict to him, that the result of his 
late misconception of my expressions and motives would prove the means of a 
more cordial friendship between us, and of our more ready concurrence than 
heretofore in the measures and views of each other. I adverted to his Excel- 
lency’s indisposition of the preceding day, as a cause for my limiting the busi- 
ness of that interview to the delivery of your Lordship’s letter, and for refraining 
from any discussion on the merits of the questions at issue, as they were treated 
or referred to in your Lordship’s instructions to me. 

4. There was one question, however, which I stated to his Excellency to require 
my immediate notice, with a view to the proper regulation of the forms of cor- 
respondence between us, in order that no interruption of our official correspon- 
dence might take place, and that his Excellency might at once be apprised of 
the terms on whicn alone 1 was authorized to receive his letters in future. His 
Excellency could not require to be informed, that a striking alteration had been 
made in the manner of his written communications with the British Resident at 
his durbar, shortly after his accession to the musnud ; nor could it be necessary 
for me to repeat the observations which his Excellency would find in your Lord- 
ships reply to his letter, on the manifest impro|)riety of that change which 1 was 
disposed to ascribe to the ignorance or negligence of his Moonshees, rather than 
to a want of consideration on his own part for the station of Representative of 
the British Government at his Court. I stated to him, that a similar departure 
from the established forms of correspondence with the Resident had been noticed 
on the part of the Bbow Begum, and that I was prepared, under the spirit of 
your Lordship in Council’s instructions, to make an application to her Highness 
on this subject, exactly similar to that which it was now my duty to urge for his 
Excellency’s immediate acquiescence. As explanatory at greater length, and in 
explicit detail, of the remarks and requisition contained in your I.ordship’s letter 
to his Excellency, I presented and referred to a translation of the Persian Secre- 
tary’s report, which 1 begged his Excellency to peruse with attention, and by 
adopting the suitable style which it suggested, to save me the unpleasant and deli- 
cate task of reciting in his Excellency's presence, those exceptionable terms and 
expressions which could no longer be admitted in our correspondence.- 

5. His Excellency now took bis leave, carrying with him the letter and report, 
and I announced my intention to wait on him in the course of a few days, pro- 
]>osing Saturday the 17th instant at breakfast, for the purpose of learning the 
result of his deliberation on tbe subjects of the letter. 

6. I attended his Excellency on Saturday, and had a conference with him of 
considerable length. The object of my attendance I described to be partly that 
of learning from bis Excellency the result of his attentive pelkisal of your Lord- 
ship’s reply to his letter, and partly to communicate to his Excellency the sub- 
stance of your Lordship’s instructions, which accompanied the transmission of 
it to me. Yet the tenor of the letter itself, I observerl, was so explicit and com- 
prehensive on every question, as to supersede illustration on my part, and to 
preclude the necessity or use of my submitting additional arguments. In confir- 
mation of any point which it uiged* In as far as I was personally concerned, 
it seemed totally unnecessary to say any thing. Your lordship, aware of tbe 
delicacy of my entering into a personal discussion with Ids Exc^l^CQ^ 

' grounds of his complaint against tpysclf, (had relieved me from, that paiwul 

necessity. 
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iicce»sity, by conveying; a specific and satisfactoiy reply to ©very one of his BeBitaii'oif i 
Excellency’s charge of intemperance, anger or disrespect, and of unwarrantable Ctosuiiationt!' 
encroachment on his authority. You had further found it necessary, after mature 15 May i8t.s. 
consideration and investigation of his Excellency’s charge of disrespect in the £■; — 

forms of correspondence on my part, to require from his Excellency’s justice, in Ke'skUnt i.t 
vindication of the dignity of your Government, an immediate and entire change Ln. know, 
in the style of his letters to your Representative, which I was instructed to urge 
and persist in demanding from his Excellency, till the object of the requisition 
should be fulfilled. On this point it was therefore my duty to announce to his 
Excellency at once, in the plainest and most decided manner, that my instruc- 
tions were final and express, and that I was no longer at liberty to receive any 
written communications from his Excellency, which might contain an exception- 
able term, or an expression unauthorized by the ancient forms of correspondence 
established between his Excellency’s predecessors, ami the former Residents at 
Lucknow. 

7. With a reference to all the other points in disj)ute, I observed that his 
Excellency’s letter to your Lordship, dated the Qfith of August last, in' answer 
to your Lordship’s letter of the 8th of May, in which tliose (|ucstions were par- 
ticularly discussed, would have been replied to directly, long ere now, if the 
attention of the Government had not been constantly occupied by other niatters 
of equal importance, and requiring greater deliberation tiian those ; since the 
deliberate judgment of the Government, on every question depending with his 
Excellency, had already been formed and convcy'cd to him, and what remaincil 
with a reference to him, could be no more than a final endeavour to operate a 
coDvictiou in his mind of the necessity of his early compliance with our just 
and reasonable requisitions, his acquiescence in our salutary advice. 

8. For this purpose, it seemed sufficient, on my part, to request his particular 
attention to a few of the impressive remarks contained in your Lordship’s letter. 

In that letter his Excellency was explicitly told, that your Lordship could never 
desist from urging to a satisfactory conclusion every one of the questions that 
were pending. He was further entreated to reflect on the consequences of liis 
continued opposition to your Lordship’s most reasonable demands, his j)crsc- 
vering disregard of your counsels ; and in the conclusion of the letter he was 
apprized that your Lordship’s instructions to me compreheiidid every point in 
discussion, were conclusive on every question in dispute, anti therefore that my 
representations should be considered as proceeding directly from your Lordship, 
and equally demanding his regard. 

<). Proceeding on the natural belief, that the impression of remarks such as 
tliuse, must be productive of his ready acquiescence in the suggestions that I 
should now have to offer, I commenced with a recapitulation of the grounds on 
which his Excellency’s consent to the arrangement in behalf of the younger 
Begum was so strongly recommended, and so earnestly desire<l by your Lordship. 

The orders of the Government on this subject, under dale the i^d'th of February, 
had been submitted for his Excellency’s perusal. Your Lordship in Council’s 
sentiments on the nature of his Excellency’s opposition to the only satisfactory 
adjustment of the Begum’s claims that could be devised, had been cxidicitly con- 
veyed to him by me, and the inevitable consequence of bis persisting iu that oppo- 
sition was all that remained to be stated to him. The condition of the Begum's 
consent to the transfer of her jagier to his Excellency, even at its fullest value, 
was the commutation, at a reasonable rate, of the supplies of her kitchen for 
•money. The sum of one hundred riqiees per diem was the lowest rate that 
could be fixed, without a sacrifice of her Highness’s comfort as well as a cotn- 
promise of her just right, and it remained for his Excellency to decide whether 
he would accept of the immediate transfer of the jagier at a valuation of its 
produce, to be ma<le as oHginaily suggested by me, on the condition annexed to 
it by the Begum, or actiuiesce in her HighneWs desire to commit the mainvge- 
mem of her jagier to the charge of the British Government, granting still an 
allowance to her Ht^lniess in lien of the supply of provisions, to such extent as 
might he proved to be tlie actual value of that supply. 

10. His Excelieney interropted me Iwre, and referred to a Mmrt correspon- 
^ee wtiith had reoendy passed between us on the sul^ci of her Highness's 

5 I claims. 
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Jk’ngai Political claims. The result of this recent contdponclencfe, as nbVir explained bv his 
Vrivia'^l'isTs Excellency, was a solemn promise^ on his part, to refer the amount of the allow- 
’ ‘ ' ance in lieu of the Beijum’s provisions to my decision entirely, and to receive 

l>ettcr the verbal declarations of the revenue officeis of the jagier to be summoned to 

fiota Uesidont his Presence for that pitrpose, in confirmation of the written statements of its 

at Lucknow. produce, and of the actual charges of collection, which should regulate the 
amoimt of the stipend to be fixed in lieu of the jagier. I have, therefore, the 
satisfaction of announcing to your Lordship in Council, that two of the most 
vexations (jueslions depending between the Vizier and the younger Begum 
may be considered as finally adjusted, unless his Excellency may be suspected 
of a design to depart from his solemn assurance, which at present I do not 
apprehend. 

1 1. With a reference to the elder Begum, 1 now remarked to his Excellency, 
that your Lordship’.s reply to his letter left ire little to add on the subject of the 
adjustment of her Highness’s claims. His Excellency was explicitly told, that 
the British Government not only possesses the right, Init is under a positive 
obligation, to investigate and determine all disputes between him and her High- 
ness the Peguin ; and, in pursuance of this declaration, it was now my duty to 
require from his Excellency’s justice and good faith, his concurrence with her 
Highness the Begum in referring their respective claims for disputed villages in 
lihinga, and all other matters in dispute, to my investigation and decision, or to 
the judgment of your Lordship in Council, on receiving a report of my pro- 
ceedings. 

12. The Vizier referred me, on this occasion, to a letter which he had recently 
written on the subject of the Begum's demands, and which 1 had not hitherto 
had leisure to peruse, in w hich his Excellency had assured me of his readiness to 
abide by my decision on all the questions in dispute. This assurance has since 
been repeated, and I have every reason to consider tlie most important and most 
troublesome of the questions depending beiueen the Vizier and the Begum as 
in a train of satisfactory aujustincnt. 

1 3. Regarrling the case of Mai Tewaree and otlicr sepoys and dependants of tlie 
Honourable Company’s Government in Oude, a discussion of considerable length 
took place between his Excellency and me at the conference which is now 
reported. I pointed out to his Excellency, and proved, the manifest injustice and 
oppression of the means which were uniformly resorted to by the Aumils of this 
(iovernment for evading the claims of the sepoys, and the redress of the wrongs 
which they sustain. “ A person is thrown into confinement, the whole of his 
“ property seized, nay his house is plundered and burnt by the order of a rapa- 
“ cions Aumil without any just cause or pretext, or at all events without legal 
" trial, and he lingers in a pri.son in irons till his case be reporteil to the Pre- 
“ sencc. Jf a dependant of the (knnpany’s (ioveriiment, 1 remonstrate with 

your Excellency in liis behalf the prisoner is necessarily released, and the 
“ Aumil is summoned to the Presence. He denies his rapacity of course, and 
“ your Excellency calls on me for evidence, not only of the act of oppression, 

“ which is self-evident in the appearance of the op[)ressed, but also for proof by 
“ witnesses of his original possession, and actual roljbery by the Aumil, of every 
“ article of properly in his house, to found a claim for the restitution of that 
“ property, or even for a compensation of the loss. Is such evidence in the 
“ nature of things tc» be procurer! ? and who, but the wife and cliildren of the 
“ aggriev'cd, could be w'itncsses of the loss which he suff*ere«l, could identify any 
“ article of his property, could substantiate ariy portion of his claim r But 
“ 3 'our Excellency or your law'yer-s will tell me, that the wives or chihlren ot the 
“ plaintiff are not to be witne.sses in his cause, aud thus the unfortunate Mai 
“ Tewaree, after suffering a grievous imprisonment, being robbed of every 
“article that ho possessed, and awaiting at your Excellency’s gate for a 
“ period of more than a year the redress of his manifold wrongs, is to be dis- 
•“ missed without any redress ; and why ? for the want of ev’fdcnce to substan- 
“ tiate injuries and losses which the Aumil has partially acknowledged, atnl 
“ which are known to all the people of the district ; because no one will give 
“ evidence against the Aumil ; and because the particular articles plundered 

“ can 
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“ can only be known to relations,' whose evidence your Excellency would 
“ reject.” 

14’. His Excellency listened ivith attention to tlie above and to many odier 
arguments which I adduced in behalf of our sepoys ; and at length an arrange- 
ment was concluded, under which there seems every probability of eft’ecUial 
redress of the grievances, not only of Mai Tewarcc, Naik, but of every other 
dependant of our Government who may complain of such injuries in future. 
Jt was settled, that on every future occasion of such oppressive proceedings as 
those on the part of his Excellency's Aumils, or of the seizure of an\' part of 
tlie property of a sepoy, on whatever pretext, the declaration of the plaintiff on 
oath to the extent or value of his property seized, without any specification of 
tlie articles or testimony of witnesses in his behalf, shall ha received as proof 
against the Aumil, wdio shall be immediately compelled to repay the amount of 
tile sepoy’s loss to the full extent of his declaration. 

IJ. I now called his Excellency’s attention to the only remaining (juestions 
which are hinted at in your Lordship’s letter: the refonn of the s\stem of his 
ndniinislration, including that of tlie police of his capital, and tlie cases of 
llooscin Alee Khan and Alee Nuckie. On these qiteslions I observed to his 
Excellency, that there was every reason to expect another strong and dirret 
remonstrance from your Lordsliip in the course of a very short time, unless the 
necessity for it should be happily sujrerseded by l>is Exetllency’s acquiescente 
in the suggestion which I was instructed to oiler under your Lordship's autho- 
rity, and in your name. The arguments on both sides ol each of the questiens 
refened to, had long ago been exhausted, and his Excellenc} , seemingly aware 
of the weakness of those ma'mtuincd by himself, had found it necessary to com- 
mit the decision to your Lordf-hip’s ultimate judgment, by which he had pro- 
mised to abide. Of your Lordship in Councirs deliberate judgment on each 
and all of the questions at issue, I diti not hesitate to assure the Vizier that he 
was already in ample possession, and that no argument in liis Excellency's letter 
of the lifith of August, nor any other to be hereafter adduced, could alter your 
Lordship’s opinion, nor induce yon to discontinue yow ellorts for the accom- 
jilislmient of the objects in view. It remained for his Excellency to determine 
whether he should await another and a stronger declaration to this efl’ect from 
your Lordship, or anticipate what might prove unpleasant to his feelings, by 
receiving this assurance from me, and acting on it by my friendly suggestion. 

16. On the concUuling paragraph of your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency’, 
having reference to his disposition to travel, 1 thought it useless to oiler any 
remarks, unless the subject of it should be revivcil by liimsclf, and his Excel- 
lency seemed unwilling to notice it. He had listened to me with the greatest 
'attention (hiring the whole time of our conference, and had interrupted me but on 
three occasions, to declare his acquiescence’ in my proposals with regard to their 
Highnesses the Begums and to the question of Mai 'J’ewarce. He now' remarked, 
with a reference to the style and manner of correspondence, that he considered 
your Lordship’s requisition as precluding objection on his pmrt, though it was 
evident that your L()rdslii|>’s opinion on this, as on every other point of his 
letter, was in perfect coincidence W'ith mine ; that, for himself, he had only to 
.acquiesce in the manner of writing prescribed to him, but that the style of our 
correspondence with the Marhattus seemed more liable to objection than his, and 
it seemed odd that he should first be corrected. 1 replied, that 1 could with 
accuracy advert to the letters of such Marhatta chieftains only as had corres- 
ponded with me in Buiullecund, and that those W'cre respectful in the extreme; 
that I had heard of inconsiderate and exceptionable forms of address (ternieil 
Jlkab in oriental correspondence) on the part of his Highness the Pcislnva, hnt 
that the general style of his letters was entirely free from objection in every other 
ies|)cct; that the antient forms of address (rotn his Excellency and his father and 
brother to the Governor-Genera! of India, and to the representative of the Bri- 
tish Governtnenl at Lucknow, whether originally suitable or otherwise, and whe- 
ther applicable or inapplicable to the actual circumstances of the times, had never 
in any instance been objected to, and would remain as originally fixed, without 
any cavil on my part; and all that your Lordship required, or that I was instructed 
to urge on the present occasion to Itis Excellency, was his own recurrence and 
' adhcre'ue 
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15 May i^. t>*ed by hi« predecessors, and wtach be had been pleased to !set aside, wbile 4lie 

‘ former Residents at his £jtce)leii(^*s Court, and particttburly myself^ bad been 

• letter grad ually increasing the demonstrations of our highest req>eet for .his Excellency 
*1 tu blow”* ** language and manner of our letters. 

] 7 . With this observation on my part, and an assurance on the part of the Vizier 
tlifit he would deliberate fully and maturely on every subject of niy discourse, 
and inform me speedily of the result on such questions as remained to .be settled, 
our conference of the 17th instant broke up, and 1 have not seen his Excellency 
since. 

18. I have, however, the satisfaction of transmitting for your Lordship in 
Council’s perusal a copy and translation of a letter which his Excellency .sent to 
me yesterday, and the language of which, in the original, will be reported to your 
Lordship to be free from every one of. those offensive expressions which the 
Vizier has been accustomed to use, and which are noticed in the Persian Secre- 
tary’s report, while tlie substance of the letter will, I doubt not, appear to your 
Lordship in Council to be more satisfactory on the whole than could have been 
expected at this stage of my proceedings, under the recent instructions of the 
Government. 

19 . I shall have the honour of submitting my sentiments on the subjects of his 
Excellency’s letter in detail, and of reporting my further proceedings regarding 
them, in a future address to your Lordship, or through the medium of the Secre- 
tary to Government, at an early period of time. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Raiixie, 

26 th April 1813. Resident. 

Letter From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 25th of April 1813.) 

roni the Vizier. 

I purpose in this letter to give an answer to each of the questions that were 
discussed at our conference of Saturday last; and first, regarding her Highness 
the cider Begum. The disorders and irregularities which prevail in all the 
frontier villages of my dominions, and the murders and other outrages committed 
against my subjects, inhabitants of those villages, Ijy the Zemindars of her 
Highness’s jagier, have been repeatedly complained of by me to her Highness, 
and I have written to you on the subject. You, too, have written to her fre- 
(piently, but hitherto in vain. Nevertheless, in consideration of your urgent 
requisitions for the settlement of her Highness's claims, njy letter of Uie 4th 
instant gives you full powers to decide in whatever matmer you think proper, and 
whatever you say shall be agreed to. 

ik Witlj a reference to the khassa (provisions) and jagier of her Highness the 

younger Begum, I agree to your proposal, as detailed in your letter of the 1 3tli 
instant. 

With regard to the claims of Moonshee Alec Nuckee, and Hoosein Alee Khan, 
after conveying a true statement of both cases in iny letter to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, 1 expressed my readiness to comply with his lA>rd- 
ship’s wishes on those points. To this letter I have not hitherto had a reply ; 
but still if his Lordship will be pleased to point out any mode of investigation 
into the merits of those cases, in reply to ray letter above noticed, or will merely 
write to roe, “ tlo so and so, in com|)iiance with my request,” I am ready to 
comply with his trishes ; indeed your own application to this effect would 
satisfy me equally well ; but as the matter has been referred to his Lordship, it 
behoves me to await his reply. 

- With regard to the case of Mai Tewaree, whenever that person shall a^ili pre- 
sent himself to me, and shall swear by the faith which he professes to tlie amount 
of the loss which he sustained, I shall perform my promise io his ikvQW , , ll have, 
moreover, issued positive orders to my AumiU to beware of seising of .distra^,^, 
. on any pretext whatever, the property of a sepoy or servant of the Honouinoie 
Company’s Government, . i. * 

. With 



■ With « raftiMce te tbe iei«H 9 «ad expretiloBf hitherto used 

m oorpeefopdmee, ^ nutter of fiiet in thin ; tlut those wonin have been used 
att aloof with the eoDsmt and approbation of former Kesidents, not otberirise, 
or di^woidd certainly have rmonstrated on the subject, vbicb atmo of them 
has hitberto done, fiut as it appears, from the tenor of the Right Hopourabie 
the Governor-General’s letter, that the use of the expressions in question is now 
disapproved by his lordship, and has long been unpleasant to you, and the 
discontinuance of all those expressions is considered as essential to the honour 
and dignity of the officers of the British Government ; under these circumstances, 
if I were to hesitate or object to lay aside those obnoxious expressions, his Lord- 
ship might infer, what God forbid ! that I wished to derogate or detract from the 
honour and dignity of British officers, and therefore every expression which could 
be considered in tnat light by his Lordship has been laid aside and discontinued 
in correspondence ; for, if the discontinuance of those words can promote tlie 
honour and dignity of the British officers and be satisfactory to his Lordship's 
mind, what better inducement can I wish for ? 

It is stated in the translation of the Persian Secretary’s report to Government 
that “ in the time of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah the forms of correspoml- 
“ ence were not invariably the same, but that trifling differences occasionally 
“ occurred, either through the ignorance or mistake of the Moonshee,” &c. &c. 
(to the end). And also, that “ the present forms of correspondence seem to 
“ have commenced in 1801, but whether this essential change attracted the 
“ notice of Colonel Scott,” &c. &c. (to the end). 

All this matter seems to me to be irrelevant and unnecessary ; for it has ever 
been and is now my chief wish to give pleasure and satisfaction to the Governor- 
General, in as far as lies in my power, and besides the forms of correspondence 
were certainly not invariably the same during the Government of my bro- 
ther the late Asuf-ood-Dowlah : but were I to enter into a discussion of those 
forms, it might give rise to -another dispute which I am cordially disposed to 
avoid. 

With regard to the insertion of the date of my letters at the conclusion, 1 
mentioned, and wished to continue it, merely to aid my recollection ; and after- 
wards suggested, that it should be written on tlie corner or the back of the letter, 
or on any other place, as you thought proper. You determined that it should 
be written on the back of my letters, and with this suggestion I have complied. 

With regard to your letters to my address, you suggest that they be dated in 
Persian or English on the back, as I may think proper. In answer to which I 
repeat, that whatever you proposed to me with a view to respect for your own 
Government, I have agreed to, and you may either date your letters or not at all 
and in the way which is most agreeable to yourself, as I have no right to pres- 
cribe any rule for your guitlance. ’ 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


BeagalFditi^td 
CoiiniItatk>os, 
15 May 161.9. 

Letter 

from the Visier. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir t 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch to the Rigiit Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, under date the S6th ultimo, and with a particular 
teference to three of the questions depending with this Government which are 
treated in that despatch, I have the honour of transmitting to you, for hU Lord- 
ship in Council’s information, the enclpsed copies in English and Persian of 
three separate letters which I have addressed to his Excellency the Vizier, and 
a translation of one letter which 1 have received from his Excellency in reply. 

2. Frontihe hmor nf this latter document, his Lordship in Council will be 

to fwserve that the final redress of the grievances of Mai Tewarree, Naick 
in ffit^tfOi^rtble Company’s service, has been postponed by his Excellency 
ithp Viuer, contrary to my inclination, till the re-appearance of Mai Tewarree at 

5 K Lucknow, 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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WAFER'S. 


Bengal Political 
UonsnttaHoiiai 
15 May 1813. 

Letter 

from HetidenI at 
Lucknoar. 


Lucknow, to make oath to the extent of bis loss, and I have xequhed; his attend* 
ance accordingly. The purport of the Virier's circular order to his Auinils,:as 
intended and calculated to {^lode the oppression of our Sep(^itt luttm^ and 
vexatious discussions on that subject, will, 1 doubt not, be nttisf^toTy to the 
Government. • 

. 1 ' . • 

S. Of the redress of the grievances of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, and a^ 
renewal of the former allowance to the indigent family of JHyder Beg, in the 
person of his son Uoossein Alee Khan, though 1 have deemed it to be my duty 
to urge both those points in strong terms to the Vizier, 1 can scarcely entei^n 
an expectation, till his £.KceUency shall receive a reply to his letter to fhe Right 
Honourable the Governor-General under date the 26th of August 


4. The more important question of reform is obviously in a similar predica- 
ment ; and I have great doubts of the expediency of my pressing this question 
again on the attention or consideration of the Vizier till he be apprized of the 
sentiments of the Government in a direct address from his Lordship, whose 
commands 1 shall therefore await regarding the revival of the question of reform. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

6th May 1813. Resident. 


Letter To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 28th of April 1813.) 

from Rc\si(lent at 

Lucknow. It is my intention to reply to the several remarks which are contained in your 

Excellency’s letter of the 25th instant by a series of letters to your address, in 
each of which one of the remaining questions at issue shall be separately treated 
and discussed, as I hope, to your Excellency’s satisfaction. And first, regarding 
the case of Mai Tewaree, Naick in the Honourable Company’s service, your 
Excellency has been pleased to assure me, that “ whenever that person shall 
“ again appear in the Presence, and shall swear by the faith which he professes 
“ to the amount of the loss which he has sustained, your promise in his behalf 
“ shall be fulfilled.” 




The arrangement which your Excellency has recently made for the redress of 
all future injuries to be sustained by the Honourable Company’s sepoys and 
dependants, is, in my opinion, highly satisfactory, and will, I doubt not, have 
the desired effect: but, with regard to the particular case of Mai Tewaree, who 
has been already in constant attendance for a period of more than a year, and 
after suffering unprecedented loss as well as disappointment, was at length com- 
pelled to join his corps at Benares, (leaving his son behind him as his agent, with 
full powers to act in his behalf), the extreme old age and infirm state of health 
of this unfortunate person, rendering him an object of the invalid establishment, 
induce me, to suggest to your Excellency that his personal attendance be dispensed 
with, and that the deposition of his son be received, to establish the extent of 
his loss and his claim against your Excellency's Aumil. 


A copy of an arzee from his son, with a statement of the property of which 
he was plundered, is submitted for your Excellency’s perusal ; and if your 
Excellency will be graciously pleased, in compassion for the sufierings and weak 
state of the father, to comply with my suggestion in bis behalf, you will roofer 
a favour on the British Goveroment, as well as perforin an act of humanity to 
the invalid. v 


I beg to be favoured with a copy of the circular order to Aumils which,** 
referred to in your Excellency’s letter, tlMJt a translation of it may be sent to the 
Presidency for bis Lordship in Council’s satisfaction. ‘ ‘ 





. ) 




A true 


copy: 

?(Sighed) . ‘ 


. ’j. 



OUDE M 

To His Excelttmcy the Vizieir. (Written th6 Sj^th of Apnl Bengal PoHticar 

In your Excellency’s letter of the S5th instaot it is stated. witAt a’re&renoe to ls 
tliie claims of Moonsliee Alee Nuckee Khan, that after conveying a tnie state* — 
ment of tlie case in your letter to the Right Honourable the Governnr*<0*neral, at 

you expressed a readiness to comply with his Lordship’s wishes on this point, and Lucimow. 
that if hU Lordship will be ])lea8ed to point out any mode of HivestigStibh into 
the merits of the cas^ in reply to the letter alxrve noticed, or will merely write 
to you, do so and so,” you are ready to comply with his wiSlies. ■ ' 

Now, as your Excellency may be perfectly assured that I would never pre^ 
sume to suggest any measure for your Excellency’s adoption, far less to ^rgn, 
and importune you regarding it, without the express sanction and command of 
the Right Honourable the GuverDor>General in Council, and as, in fact, 1 am 
fully acquainted not only with his Lordship in Council’s decision on the merits of 
this case, after a careful perusal of the sunnuds and of the arguments ou both 
sides of the question, hut also with his Lordship’s particular wish and desire in 
behalf of Moqnshee Alee Nuckee Khan, and with his gracious resolution, if 
necessary, to address your Excellency again in the strongest terms on this sub- 
ject, under these circumstances I submit for your Excellency’s serious conside- 
ration, under his Lordship’s authority and in his name, the following fact and 
propositions, which have appeared to his Lordship in Council to be established 
ill favour of the Moonshee, and which I have no hesitation in promising to pro- 
duce and exhibit to your Excellency in a short time, if it be necessary, under 
his Lordship’s signature and seal. 

First. Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan has an unquestionable right, by inlie- 
ritance, to a certain share of the Chowdhur, canoongoey, and zemindary of the 
town and district of Sandee, in your Excellency’s hereditary dominions, and in 
virtue of tliis right, as his own individual share, specifically allotted to him by a 
deed of dUtribution and acknowledgment under the seals of the other sharers, 
confirmed to him hy the perwannahs of former possessors of Sandee, by the 
grants of your Excellency’s brother, the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlab, and by 
the letters of Hydcr Beg Khan, Mr. Middleton, and of the Auniils of that 
pergunnah, as well as by your Excellency’s mandate obtained through the media- 
tion of Colonel Scott, the Moonshee is known to have maintained the uniform 
and undisturbed possession, till the year ISlSfusly, of three gardens, one chuck, 
two villages as Nankar, namely Muhwa Colee and Acknowra, and a bazar, 
called after him Moonshee Gunge. A particular and authenticated statement of 
all those possessions, under the seal of the deputy Aumil of Sandee, Naib of 
the late Almas Alee Khan, has been frequently submitted to your Excellency, 
and demonstrates the Moonshee’s possession of the premises beyond the pos- 
sibility of a doubt. 

Second. Of all those hereditary possessions the Moonshee was unjustly de- 
prived about the middle of the year 1216 fusly, by the then Aumil of Sandee, 
who now prevents him from farming any one of the villages in his zemindary. 

Third. Rushek Loll, a Brahmin, and others, have forcibly possessed them- 
selves of ground in the bazar of Moonshee Gunge, and have erected houses on 
that ground without the Moonshee's permission. 

Fourth, A person named Initeaz Alee, under the pretext of bein^ a son of 
Sulam Oolla, the late Chowdree of Sandee, has taken possession of the house 
of the deceased, tbua depriving and forcibly dispossessing the cliildren and grand- 
children of Sulam Oolla, including the sons of Moonshe^ Alee Nuckee Khan,, 
of their just and lawful inheritance. 

These facts being admitted or proved, it is expected from your Excellency’s 
justice, and will be received as a favour and a mark of your Excellency’s iiriem* 
ship by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that your 
Excellency issue your orders to the Aumil of the district of Sandee for the 
release and iSMitocation to the Moonshee of his possessions above describ^, with 
theeispKQ.t of the rents which have been collected from them, and for his being 
permitted to farm the villages in his zemindary at a fair and moderate assess- 
Btent, and to the sevend persons who have built houses on the Moonshee’s 

grouno 



gmuad wHfaout his consent for thelounedinfo rcniovil of dMsir h nil%ff f, nnd for 
iS^Smt ^ nnnstiitenient ofihe Moouhee’iisons, the only terithnate gr anA^liji^V n o£ 5 „;, 
_1_ lanh XMhi, in the lioKues andother posaessioQS pi which thqr onjoidy denrived. 


Letttf 

from BeiidBiitat 
Lucknow,. 

Enclosure. 


' W deprived.. 

Writing under the -seal of Lalla Sooroot Sookh, Naib of Sendee and Palee, on 
the part of Mobummud Alinaas Alee Khaa Dated the I7th of }} 

1^215, or A. D. 1801. » * • 


Notice is hereby given to the present and future Mootusuddees in the peigunnah 
of Sendee, Sircar Khyrabad, that in consequence of a shookha issued from the 
Presence to Mohummud Almass Alee Khan, I have received a perwannah from 
llaja Bufawannee Pershaucl to the following eilect. “ Moonshee Alee Nuckee 
“ Khan is going to Calcutta, and you must not suifor any person to interfere 
“ with any of his villages, houses, or other rights and perquisites of zemindary. 
“ Should any one attempt to molest him, information must be conveyed to the 
“ Presence.” You are therefore desired to consider this as a positive order against 
the molestation of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, in his possession of the houses, 
villages, or other rights and perquisites which are now held by the Moonshee, 
as established by ancient custom, to wit : 


Exemptions, under the head of Nankar. 

The village of Aknowra, 

The Puryek garden. 

The garden of Nawaub Gunge, 

The village of Muhwa Colie, 

One Chuck and the Emambara gar- 
den. 


Rights of Zemindaree. 

Purjowt-i-Khalesa, 

Saeer-i-Zemindaree, 

Fisheries in the Nullah, 

Sweetmeats distributed on the com- 
mencement of collection, 

Bheyt from each village and Moon- 
shee Gunge. 


, To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st of May 1815.) 

Lucknow. Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, in your letter of the 25th 
instant, with a reference to the claims of Hooscin Alee Khan, that after con- 
veying a true statement of the case in your letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, you had expressed a readiness to comply with his Lordship’s 
wishes on this point, and if his Lordship will be pleased to point out any mode 
of investigation into the merits of the case, in reply to your letter above-noticed, 
or will merely write to you, “ do so and so,’’ you are leady to comply with his 
wishes. 

The representation which I have recently had occasion to make to your Excel- 
lency on the subject of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan’s claims, must appear to 
you to be equally applicable to ibis case. The Right Honourable the Governor- 
General has explicitly informed your Excellency, that I have received his Lord- 
ship’s instructions on every point under discussion, and has requested your 
Excellency to consider my representations as proceeding directly from his Lord- 
ship, and equally demanding your regard. Were it otherwise, 1 should not have 
presumed to solicit your Excellency’s attention to, far less to urge your acquies- 
cence in any of the questions or objects which were formerly agitated between 
us, and had long ago been referred by your Excellency, as well as by me, for bis 
Lordship's ultimate decision. 

It is, in fact, therefore, the deliberate decision of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, after a minute and attentive consideration of all 
tiic papers and arguments on the case of Hoosein Alee Khan,, that 1 opw sub- 
mit to your Excellency, under bis Lordship’s authority, and in his name> and I 
have no hesitation in promising to procure and exhibit to youc £xceUeacy> if* 
your Excellency be pleasetl to require it, a similar statement verbatim under _hi® ' 
-Lordship's signature and seal. It is as follows ; 

The grant of a yearly stipend of one lac of rupees in mowqr, widi neveanri' 
villages and other possessions in jagier, to the two legitimate sniisaiid^her- 
surviving relations of the late Hyder Beg Khan, through the .mediatioii ;of the; 
late Marqub Comwalib, and their uniform enjoyment w thb aWefwilic!e.'till yotm 

' Excellency’s 
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havr b«ei»^'pi>o<t»i‘ 

of a %% the coucoitfirig tfertfciiof^ of the tnostireapcetahltf inl)^ 

bitants of l.UCaDOVtr, wljo are still in existence anti ready to make oath to this 
clhjct, as,' welt as hy the records of this Residency ; and* your Excellew^’i igno- 
rance of the fatit, which is tlie only argument atWuced; cannot obviortsly he 
received in refutation of the grunt of an allowance by the late Nawaub Assuf- 
ood*^Duwlah long before your Excellency's time, consequently your Excellency 
must be bound by the express terms of your letter to the address of the Hoiioui'*' 
able Mr. Wellesley dated the 17th of Jemadee«6os-sanee, A.H. 1215, a copy 
of winch is transmitted for your perusal, not only to restore the allowance which 
has hitherto been withheld since your accession, but also in strict justice to 
refund tlie arrears of that allowance to the indigent posterity of llyder Beg 
Khan. 


Bengal PofiiE^ 
CunkuUatioflf, 
15 May J81«. 

.Letter 

froni Kvsitlent at 
Lucknow. 


Akbur Alee Khan, the eldest son of Hyder Beg, who originally received the 
amount, and directed the distribution of this allowance among the several rela- 
tions of the deceased^ having incurred the displeasure of your Excellency as 
well as of the British.Government, and being now under personal restraint, there 
is certainly a valid pretext for the resumption or detention of that part of the 
stipcml which was originally allotted to him, and 1 do not consider myself as 
authorized to insist on your Excellency’s payment of that portion of the allow- 
ance ; but as Huosein Alee Khan, the second son of Hyder Beg, has an equal 
light with his brother, and is under none of the disqualifications which are 
described in your Excellency’s letter to Mr. VV'^ellesley,. there can he no just 
cause, I conceive, for his deprivation of his own share of the stipend, nor of 
tlie right of receiving auil distributing the shares of the other relations, which 
has been forfeited by his. elder brother in consequence of his disobedience of 
the law. 


A consideration of justice, therefore, as well as of due regard to the impor- 
tant services which were rendered to your Excellency’s Government by the late 
Hyder Beg Khan, most urgently demands, and I have been instructed by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, on these grounds, and in 
the most earnest manner to request, that your Excellency will be pleased to 
restore the whole amount of the stipend of a lac of rupees per annum, deduct- 
ing the share of Akbur Alee Khan, to the family of the late Hyder Beg, in the 
name of his second son, Hoosein Alee Khan, w ho will reserve and appropriate to 
himself his personal share of the allowance, and distribute the remainder among 
his brothers and other relations, the neetly dependants of his father. 

I shall have the honour of submitting to your Excellency a correct list of their 
names, with a statement of the raonildy allowances which each of them formerly 
received, as soon as your Excellency shall inform me of your acquiescence ia 
this necessary arrangement. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie, 
Resident- 


From His Excellency the Vizier to the Honourable Henry Wellesley, 
(Dated and received the 26ih October IbOl.) 


Letter 

from the \ izier. 


I have received and understood your letter, stating that “ I had agreed to the 
“ regular payment of the pensions granted either by the deceased Nawaub or 
“ by myself, with the exception of that of Mirza Hussun Rezu Khan Behadur, 
“ which was now fixed at eight thousand sicca rupees per month.” It is true 
that r have agreed to the above purport, and they shall all receive the pensions 
granted to them, and no person shall be omitted. If any person,- however, 
should absent himself from my presence and leave the country; or if (which 
God forbid) any person should commit oppression upon the life or property of 
aether ^s it ia in no measure agreeable to me that any one should in any shape 
dktieas wr oppress another, it is necessary that the orders of the Adawlut should 
bo re^ENtetedX ^pd should resist the orders of the Adawlut ; 6t if any person 
should iiehooie the road of enmity and dmaffection, and this ‘ disaR'ection be 

5 L proved. 
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proved) by reason or by ocular detnonstratioo, tbe pensions of those only who 
refrain from such conduct shall remain firm and established. 

You also wrote, that you would relinquish the plan which had been concerted 
tbi' an establishment, under the Company’s servants, in the reserved dominions, 
und leave this to the servants of my Government. I am highly pleased and 
satisfied with this instance of your friendship, and by the blessing of God, an 
efficient system shall be established under my Government, to protect the lives 
and properties of the people, and proper persons for this purpose shall be in- 
quired after; I write this for your satisfaction. 


A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie. 
Resident. 


Letter From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the Sd May 1813.) 

from the Vizier. 

Your letter, dated the 26th of Rubbee>oos-sanee (28th April), requesting that 
the personal attendance of Mai Tewaree be dispensed with, on account of his 
extreme old age and the infirm state of his health, and that the deposition of his 
sou, who is in attendance, be received to eslablisli his claim, with an arzee from 
the son of Mai Tewaree and a list of his property, has been received. The case 
is this : Considering Mai Tewaree to be the principal, and in fact the only person 
concerned in this affair, I formerly wrote to you to desire his attendance for the 
purpose of taking his oath ; therefore, when be attends and makes oath to his 
losses, his property or the value of it shall be restored. 

A copy of the orders issued to my Aumils is enclosed, agreeably to youf 
request. 


Orders to AumiU. Orders to Awmls, (Dated the 24th April 1813. 22 Rubee-oo^sanee 1228.) 

On the 29th of Rujeeb last (8th August 1812), an order was issued from the 
Presence, directing the fair and equitable settlement of all matters of dispute 
^ with the Honourable Company’s servants, and forbidding their being confined or 

ill treated. You are now enjoined by the Presence to pay strict attention to the 
former shookha on.this subject, and hereafter on no pretext to seize or molest the 
property or dwelling-house of any servant of the Honourable Company’s Govern- 
ment, taking notice that if you act in opposition to this order, all property in 
ready-money or goods which may hereafter be distrained or confiscated, or the 
full value of that property, to the extent which the owner may declare on his 
oath to be true, snail be taken from you and given to the complainant. Being 
apprized of this resolution beforehand, you have yourself to blame for the con- 
sequences if you act contrary to orders. 

True translations : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That the following letter be written to the Resident at Loeknow, in 
reply to the two foregoing despatches. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 • 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your deroateb, dated the 26tb 
ultimo, to the address of the Governor-General in Council, reporting your pro- 
ceedings in execution of the instructions conveyed to. you io my letter of the 
5th of March. Your letter of the 6th instant to my address, in continuation tA 
the subject of the despatch above acknowledged, has also been received and 
submitted to the Governor-General in CounciU 

2. I 
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9 . I atn directed to convey to you the expression of his Lordship in Council’s 
entire approbation of the manner in which you have executed the instructions 
above referred to , and of the tenor of your discourse to his Excellency the 
Vizier at the two conferences with his Excellency, which you have described 
in your despatdi. His Lwcbhip in Council considers your share of those con- 
ferences to have been conducted with judgment, spirit, firmness, and address, 
and the success which has attended your exertions to improve and confirm the 
effect produced on the mind of the Vizier by the Govemor-General’s letter, has 
afforded his Lordship in Council a high degree of satisfaction. 

3 . The tone and manner in which his Excellency’s acquiescence in the propo- 
sitions to which he has acceded, was conveyed both in his verbal communications 
and in his letter to your address, of which a translation accompanied your 
despatch, although not free from the appearance of reluctance and ungracious- 
ness, are yet, on the whole, sufficiently satisfactory, and his acquiescence on 
those points is in substance so explicit and unqualifiecl, as to leave no room for 
evasion or equivocation. The Governor-General in Council relies on your firm- 
ness and perseverance, from which so much advantage lias already been deriverl 
for giving full and cdmplete effect to the consent of the Vizier to the arbitration 
of his differences with the Bhow Begum, the adjustment of the affaifs of Shums-oon 
Nissa Begum, and the redress of grievances sustained- by the Honourable Com- 
pany’s sepoys at the hands of the Vizier's Aumils. 

4. His Lordship in Council is happy to observe that his Excellency has already 
afforded a practical instance of his compliance with the remonstrances of the 
Governor-General on the improper style and form of his correspondence witli 
you, by addressing to you a letter entirely free from objection in those respects. 

5 . With respect to his Excellency’s refusal to acquiesce in your suggestion, 
that the denosition of the son of MalTewaree,naick, should be received instead of 
that of Mai Tewaree himself, his Lordship in Council does not consider his Excel- 
lency’s expectation in this instance to be unreasonable, especially adverting to 
the extremely favourable nature of the test by which the truth and extent of tlie 
alleged grievances of our sepoys are to be decided, and his Lordship in Council 
entirely approves of your having desisted from urging his Excellency on this 
point. * 

6 . The tenor of your letters to his Excellency’s address, relative to the case of 
Alee Nuokee Khan and Hoosein Alee Khan, is entirely approved. Those two 
cases and the important question of reform, are the only points adverted to in the 
Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier of the 8th May 1812 which remain to 
be adjusted. A reply to the Vizier’s answers to that letter will be prepared with 
the least practicable delay. In the meanwhile you will avail yourself of any 
favourable opportunity of urging his Excellency on these questions, assuring 
him that you are authorised to declare that the sentiments expressed in the letter 
of the 8 th of May have undergone no change whatever, but have, on the contrary, 
been strengthened and confirmed by further reflection, and that no circumstances 
can ever induce the British Government to relax in its exertions to introduce into 
his Excellency’s administration those salutary reforms, of which the expediency 
and necessity can admit of no dispute, and which both Governments are bound 
to use every effort to accomplish, or to refrain from urging the necessity of ren- 
dering justice to Hoosein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

13th May 1813. Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POUrrCAL CONSULTATIONS, 
as May 1818 . The mh May IB 13 . 

from^'ident at To J. Adam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Lucknow. Sir : > 

I. A daring robbery having been recently committed in the British canton- 
ments, and another in the neighbourhood of the Residency, by persons actually in 
the service of his Excellency the Vizier or leagued with the officers of his police^ 
1 deemed it to be my positive duty to take advantage of this extraordinary occur- 
rence, for the purpose of recalling and entreating the most serious attention of 
the Vizier to the establishment of the police of nis metropolis, and to the con- 
tluct of the oflicers of his Adawlut. 


2. I have accordingly addressed a letter on this subject to his Excellency, a 
copy and translation of which are enclosed, and in which a particular reference 
is made, as the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be 
pleased to observe, to my long letter on the same subject tinder date the 7th of 
October I SI I, already before the Government, and hitherto unanswered by the 
Vizier. 


3. His Excellency has repeatedly assured me, that the subject of both those 
letters shall be taken into liis early consideration, and that every practicable 
measure shall be adopted to give effect to the suggestions which I have offered 3 
j'et the frequency of robbery and of every' other atrocious crime, in this profligate 
and unfortunate city, has of late apparently increased, and I see little prospect 
of its diminution, under the present system of the Government and unhappy 
disposition of its ruler. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

19th May 1813. Resident. 


Letter To Itis Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 12th May 1813.) 

from Resident at 

Lucknow. A Statement of every circumstance connected with the seizure of the thieves 

who broke into Lieutenant Munro’s bungalow in the cantonments, and carried 
off the whole of that officer’s property, and of the discovery of the greater part of 
the property in the houses of those offenders, has already, I have reason to 
believe, been submitted to your Excellency by the Cutwaul. 

The peculiar circumstances attending this robbery must have excited your 
Excellency’s indignation, as well as my surprise and concern. They afford a 
most salutary example of the state of the police of Lucknow', and demonstrate in 
an extraordinary manner the juctice and accuracy of the remark which 1 had 
occasion to offer to y our Excellency, in the commencement of my letter op 
police, dated the 18th of Rumzaun 1226 (7th October 1811), namely, the conni- 
vance at least, if not the association of your Excellency’s officers and servants 
with the perpetrators of those crimes. Indeed, the audacity with which Uiese 
offenders have constantly committed their depredations in the British caotom 
mentsand in the city, and the total absence of fear evinced by their retaining the 
stolen property in their bouses, under the walls of your Excellency’s palace, caii 
be ascribed to no other cause than their being in fact your Excellency’s servants, 
or leagued with the Cutwaul and his establisliment, as well as with the Adawlut 
of Lucknow ; and consequently the only effectual remedy for this evil must be 
a complete reform in the Adawlut, and in the present system of the police, in the 
manner so often suggested by your Excellency’s well wisher and friend, both in 
writing and in earnest discourse. 

*■ 

I take this opportunity of transmitting to your Excellency a copy ofthe third or 
fourth petition wiiich bas been presented to me by Major Dalton’s native woman, 
who was plundered of all her property and reduced to absolute beggary by the 
atrocious banditti of Lucknow ; and I entreat that your Excellency will be pleased 
to adopbsuch measures as may lead to a speedy recovery of her property, and 
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Intelligence from the Chuboot era. (JVritten the IfHhqf Ma^ 1%13.} 

Two Ghqbdars, accompanied by Rumzanee Passce, in the service of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, delivered a shookha to the Cutwaul, directing him to send liis 
Peadas immediately with the Passee. 

Dhoomun Beg accordingly despatched Khajeh Mohummsd and fifty Peadehs 
with the Passee, wlio, attended by Buldee Sing, sepoy, and Londuree bearer in 
Lieutenant Munro’s service, conducted them to the neighbourhood of Gunga 
Sookool’s tank, where they seized Bukhsh Ooila Khan and five other Meiwattees, 
servants of the Vizier, and brought them, with two boxes containing the greater 
part of the property of which Lieutenant Munro had been robbed, before the 
Cutwaul, who confined tliem all night in the Chubootera, and sent them to the 
Presence the next day. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Caillie, 

Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 2d July 1813. 

To N. B. Edmonslone, Esq., Clnef Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1 . I have already bad the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your des- 
patch under date the 8th of May last, containing an English copy of a letter of the 
same date, addressed to his Excellency tl>e Vizier by the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, for the purpose of aiding my representations to his Excellency 
on a number of points of negotiation depending between the two States. The 
original letter in Persian was received on the 22d of June last, and was presented 
and read to the Vizier, after a suitable exordium on my part, on the morning of 
the 4th ultimo. 

2. 1 ha\'e hitherto delayed to report to you, for hrs Lordship in Council's 
information, tl»e details of my discussions with the Vizier on the principal points 
which are noticed in the IliglH Honourable the Governor-General's letter, in the 
daily expection of receiving a definitive answer to that letter, which his Excel- 
lency was occupied in preparing, and transmitted to me for despatch to the Pie- 
sidency on the evening of the 26th instant. 

S. The apparently happy result, though not the detail, of my arguments at a 
longeonfbrcnce with the Vizier on the morning of the 18th June last, lias already 
been reported to you for his Lordship in Council’s information. 

4. On that occasion I recalled to his Excellency’s mind the subjects of the 
many unpleasant and vexatfous discussions which iiad occupied his time and 
my own, daring the greatest part of the period of Lord Minto’s absence from the 
Presidency ; a period marked in its commencement by his Excellency ’-s depar- 
ture from his solemn and written engagements with a reference to the reform of 
his administration, and subsequently by' a series of manifest opposition and 
disregard to every measure and suggestion recommended and submitted by me, 
on grounds of tlie most obvious justice and expedience, with a view to chqck 
the ittcgal' and irregular proceedings of his Excellency’s officers and subjects 
agaihst the subjects arid dejieodaiHs of our Government, and to obtain redress of 
the mabifiltcl injuries ahd wrongs sustained by tlie latter from the former. 

5 M 5. I asked 
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. -if'W Ekci^ncy iftit were posatble for EiiMih « state of things 'to exiM 

any protMicted fteriod of time, between Guvertiments so chMsely connected 
with each titberiM the Honourahie Contpanjt’s and that of O^de. Could bis 
ExceJteficy Ihc it moment suppose, that alt or any one of the. various measures 
and sug^tions which had been recommended and urged to him by me, end 
systetpatically opposed or disregarded during the period to which I bad referred, 
was tW offspring of my own judgment, uninstructed by the Government, was 
an object of merely personal interest to myself, and unlikely to obtain the 
sanettpn or support of the high authority wpieh I represented r >Vas ,the si- 
lence of tlie Right Honourable tlie Govecnur-General on those points since bis 
Lordship’s return to the Government, hfs del^ to reihoi^trate against proceed- 
ings wh,ich had an obvious, tendency to subvert the principles of the alliance, and 
to dissolve the relations of amity subsisting betueeh the two States, to be mis- 
construed into a sanction of such proceedings ? 

6. I stated my having reason to believe that it was a favourite topic of dis- 
course among a tew of bis confidential servants, that the measures of reform in 
his Government, the suggestion of a provision for Hoossein Alee Khan, the rein- 
statement of Tubseep Alee Khan in the management of the Khoord Muhl, the 
redress of the grievances of Moonshce Alee Nuckee Khan, and a number of 
subordinate claims which had been urged to his Excellency by me, were matters 
of importance and interest chiefly to myself, and had received in some instances 
the sanction and support of the Government merely at my suggestion, but that 
this support would be carried only to a limited extent, in the language of 
friendly remonstrance, and that his Excellency had nothing to do but to persist 
in his opposition to the measures for a time, when the Government would cer- 
tainly depart from them, since it bad never been in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment to urge those demands to extremity, as was evident by its silence on the 
important (]ucstiun of reform, and on several others of importance, for so lung 
a period of time. 

7. Thit such was the pernicious doctrine held forth in his Excellency’s Durbar, 
and that it had infiuenced his Excellency’s proceedings, was apparent from these 
proceedings themselves, as well as confirmed in my belief by the various reports 
which had reached me ; and that the unprecedented circumstance of a lapse of 
nearly two months without bis having once visited the Residency, connected with 
his systematic disregard of every suggestion which I had conveyed to him, 
afibrded sufficient proof of the unhappy and baneful efiects of the pernicious 
doctrine described. 

8. I now entreated his Excellency to banish for ever from his mind such 
baneful conclusions as those, and to remove from his confidence and favour the 
inspirers and encouragers of such sentiments. 1 assured him, on my honour and 
truth, that with a reference to every question of importance which bad been 
agitated between his Excellency and me, the Government was fully ai>d regu- 
larly apprized of iny proceedings, nay, was in jKtssession of every written docu- 
ment that bad passed between us on those questions, and that 1 wa^ further 
prepared to take official notice to the Govemincnt of his personal neglect and 
disregard for the high station which I occupied, when the necessity for this 
measure was happily superseded by his friendly visit to the Residency* which I 
had now come to acknowledge, with the cordial wish and the anxious expectation 
of its leading to a salutary and permanent change in Ids RxceUcircy’s disposition 
and cpnduct. 

9. The Nawaub interrupted me here to make some apolegy for hJs remissness 
in visiting the Residency as usual, and conveyed sodie equivocal expresskms of 
regret for our frequent ditference of opinion on the’siiti^cts of ibscussjon betweea 
us. He declared his having passed many lestless iughts in ee^ctiiig on the 
nature Ofthose discussions, and in endeavouring to sdconcilehismpMdoaslioiinine. 
He avowetl his ootivictiMi of the necessity, as well as f. due »«nte of the obligar 
tions, by which he was bound to conform to the advice of our ,Gplwwin*eaq and 
to comply with the suggestions of its replwsenlal4vekiaisd ;|pl^^ 

desire to do so in every pntoticable eas^ Hb ^hinted, at bis 

knowledge of measures in traio «t tbe PresMbwey^of mpresen- 

tations, and appealed, in earnest and pa^ietic tevin^ lO iay llmgiitdBttabllshod 

friendship. 
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fri«iidbhi|)^i for the moclenate exercise of foat support which be knew T must Bengai Political 
reoeivo from the Uoveri«neai,fvdedaring that tlie power in tny handiv that 
he wxs deteriniiiedoabHigeii to^oppose my widies or views, anti nsing a number 
of coiKiliatory epithete and expressions which k is unnecessary Jiei* to repeat. Letter 

10. Taking aitvantage of th^e apparently happy frame of mind which induced *^*'Luckww! * 
fodse acknowled'gmefits add expressions, I proceeded to discuss with hiS Exceb 

Tency a few of the principal questions which required an immediate adjnstpjent : 
and first, '.with a reference to fiudjha Sing, I applied with cuinplete and iilime- 
diate suedess the reasoning adopted in your despatch under date the 8tH of Ma^ 
last. His Excellency seemed' pecufiarly impressed by foe conviction, which this 
reasoning afforded, of the inadequacy, or rather the injurious tendency, of foe 
measures and proceedings adopted heretofore by himself, and of the right of the 
British Government to adopt more efficient measures vdih regard to the ma- 
rauder Budjha Sing, and acquiesced with readiness and seeming cordiality in 
every suggestion which I offered. The ultimate result of my negotiation on 
this point, and on the similar question of marauders finding refuge in the pro- 
vince of Baraitcii, is already in detail before the Government. 

1 1. The second topic of our discu.ssion was the extraordinary and aggravated 
nature and extent of the illegal exactions of <luty which had been recently 
levied, under peculiar circumstances of violence and oppression, by his Excel- 
lency’s Aumils and landholders on the banks of the Ganges and Gagra, from the 
merchants and traders of ruthaghor and Cawnpore, proceeding with their mer- 
chandize by water under the protection of the llonourable Company’s pass- 
ports, and without any intention of landing or disposing of it in this country. 

A sum of several thousand rupees had been levied by violence from those 
traders, whose boats bad been detained for several weeks together at the gauths 
in his Excellency's dominions, and the restitution of this money, with the 
penalty, was now claimed in terms of the commercial treaty, as well as the 
adoption of efiectual measures for precluding such irregularities in future. On 
this subject a written discussion of considerable length bad taken place between 
his Excellency and me, and ample satisfaction on the question was now for the 
first time promised by his Exodlency. 

12. The next questions of discussion were the complaints of Gungapershaud^ 
havildar, and Joorawun Sing, sepoy, in the Honourable Company’s service, for 
outrages committed against their persons and property bj' an Aumil and Cutwaul 
in the service of the Vizier. The detail of my written remonstrances on those 
subjects, and the sentiments of the Right Honourable tlic Governor-General in 
Council regarding them, are already recorded on the proceedings of tiie Govern- 
ment. The measuie of justice and redress originally deniiuuled by me, and fur 
a time so pertinaciously refused by the Vizier, who persisted in avowing and 
vindicating the outrageous conduct of his officers, was on this occasion promised 
by bi.s Excellency, and has since been reluctantly granted. 

15. I then proceeded to the question of the superintendence of the Kboorri 
Muhl, and entreated his Excellency to review in a cool and dispassionate manner 
foe arrangement which he had recently made, in direct violation of treaty, and 
in manifest opposition to the just rights and declared will of her Highness the 
Bhow Begum, as well as in disregard of my repeated and earnest advice. I 
begged him to consider the utter impossibility of the British Goverament’s 
acquiescence in, far less its support of, an arrangement, in breach of a solemn 
obligation to whicli that Government was a guarantee. I admitted, for the sake 
of argument, that the ladies of the Khoord Muhl bore a nearer relation to his 
Exoelkuey than to her Highness the Begum ; that his Excellency had originally 
confirmed^ t'uhseen Alee Ktran in the superintendence of the Muhl, in oppo- 
sition to ^r Higlmcss’s will, or with merely her tacit consent ; tlrat the distribu- 
tion of the stipends of the Muhl, received in foe first instance from tire Begum, 
had been made for a period of fourteen years by Tuhseen, under his Excellency’s 
exclusive control ; that the accounts of those stipends had been uniformly 
rendered to bis ExeetWncy, and that the balance or surplus of tlie dktribution 
had been paid into his Excellency’s treasury. The utmost extent of the pica 
wliieisdlfosectffcunis^ces, if admitted, could agthorisC, was that the Begum 
bad iiriifa%;dekyedfor a ttmstheasaertton of her just rights, and liad acquiesced 
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lkng 9 l,Po|iU 9 ^ IQ Ej^celtency s encronch^nte; i<urely» that her Hishnees’s positive 
unquestionable r\ght under the treaty bad bcM abrogated or lost by this 
__ delay. During all tiie peri^ referred to, .that is, from the tonfirmation of 
Letter Tuhseen Alee Khans i^pointinent after bis Excellency’s accession to the. 
from Keaidentat JMusnud, whether with or aealnst the declared or tacit consent of l^er Highness 
Luduiew. the Begunt, no innovation nad hitherto taken place. Her Highness became 
reconciled to Tuhseen, or acquiesced in his Excellency's vieurs with a reference 
to the appointment of that person. An innovation had now taken place, a 
direct infraction of the treaty had occurred, inasmuch as an utfer stranger had 
been appointed to supersede Tuhseen, without reference to the Begiim on the 
subject, and in opposition to her declared will. Against this innovation and 
infraction her Highness had thought proper to appeal to the Government which 
guaranteed the engagement. Could this appeal be declined ? Could the British 
Government, without a positive breach of its own faith, refuse to listen to 
her Highness’s remonstrance ? and could his Excellency, under these circum- 
stances, expect to maintain the arrangement which he Iiad made, in defiance of 
my repeated and earnest caution against the consequences of so unprecedented 
a measure r Was it not better, more advisable, more conducive to his Excel- 
lency’s repQUtion, to anticipate the consequences described, to supersede the 
necessity tor a positive demand by our Government of bis observance of the 
obligation which it guaranteed, by restoring Tuhseen to the office of Super- 
intendent of the muhl, as a voluntary act of justice on his own part, which I 
was still prepared to acquiesce in, and thus to put an end to a discussion which 
had caused so much uneasiness to both r Would the comfort of the ladies of 
the muhl, for whom his Excellency had now professed so much regard, after 
appropriating for a series of years to himself a considerable portion of their sub- 
sistence, which the Begum declined to clahn, be in any degree infringed by this 
measure ? Would her Highness the Begum, under whose protection, in whose 
cit}’, at whose door, those ladies had resided for a |>eriod of forty years, who had 
regularly paid their full allowance without deduction, and to whom in fact their 
reputation, honour, and good conduct, as the females of her husband’s house- 
hold, formed an object naturally of more importance and of greater interest tlian 
to his Excellency, or to any other person in the world, be so unmindful of her own 
dignity and reputation, as to treat those ladies with severity, and impel them to 
disorderly conduct? Would Tuhseen Alee Khan, the faithful servant of the 
State, to whose superintendence and control those ladies had been habituated for 
a period of equal duration, and with whose conduct they had constantly 
expressed their satisfaction in tlie strongest and most animated terms, when now 
in the last stages of his existence, while suflfering under the displeasure of his 
sovereign unjustly, and surrounded by enemies and spies, he less mindful of his 
character and credit, less kind or attentive to the ancient objects of his attach- 
ment and regard, now aged and infirm like himself, than in the days of his more 
ample authority and power? Was there, in reality,, any solid or even plausible 
objection to the measure, which justice and a aue sense of my public duty 
induced me to recommend to his Excellency, and which tl>e spirit and letter of 
an express obligation on his own part, guaranteed by the British Government, 
required ? Again, I entreated his Excellency to consider in a dispassionate 
manner the tendency of all these remarks, and to hesitate ere he resolved to 
maintain an arrangement which could not be supported on any principle of jus- 
tice or good faith, and consequently could never receive the saactioii of the 
British Government. 

14. His Excellency, after a little consideration, declared his acquiescence in 
my proposal, agreed to reinstate Tuhseen without delay, to announce his re-ap- 
pointment as an act of impartial justice to tlte ladles of the mulil, and tb 
confer a khelat on Tuhseen .\lcc Khan as a proof of bis restoration to favour. 

15. These measures have since lieen carried into efifect tbougb; I most add, 
with extraordinary reluctance and in a most ungracious maiincr, thmugli every 
stasje of the proceeding. The ladies of the muhl have been tanght to lielieve by 
Miizii Shoojaat Alee Khan, and others, in the confidence and service ot the 

that tlie re-appointment of Tuhseen Alee Khan is a measure by no means of Incli- 
nation on his part, and that their opposition to the autliorlty of Tuhseen, and cv^ 
of the Begum, will be considered as a proof of their attachment to his Excel- 
lency, 
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Iency, ,«nd may, probably lead in tbe end to the subversion of the late appoint- 
ment and the gratification off his. £)ccdlen^*s vienrs. O^positiou haa accord- 
ingly been shewn oh die part of a number or those ladies to the person appointed 
by Tuhseen, with the concurrence and approbation of theBegum, to receive aud 
distribute at Fyzabad the stipends of the ladies of the khoord mubl ; and that 
this opposition is secretly supported by intrigues carried on with his Excellency^ 
sanction or by his desire, is not only my firm and decided opinion, but is publicly 
avowed and declared by the Begum, and by every other person acquainted in 
any degree with the circumstances of the recent transaction. His Excellency 
disavows it, of course ; but liis refusal to comply with my suggestions and those 
of the Begum, for putting a stop to the disorderly conduct of the ladies of the 
mubl, affords a proof beyond question or doubt of the inference which I have 
submitted. A number of those ladies have recently quitted Fyzabad in a most 
disgraceful manner, and are now on their way to Lucknow. 

16. The observations here made, and the facts on which they are founded, 
seem particularly worthy of notice, and are introduced in this despatch with the 
view of guarding against the impression which might otherwise be made, by the 
plausible but uncamlid statement contained in his Excellency’s letter, with a 
reference to the superintendence of the khoord muhl. Translations of two 
letters from the Begum are transmitted with the same view. 

17> Having disposed of, and finally concluded in a satisfactory manner, as 1 
believed, the discussion of the question of the khoord muhl, 1 proceeded fo 
represent the condition of her highness the younger Begum, and the apparently 
fixed resolution of this most respectable, unfortunate, and deeply injured perso- 
nage, to depart from the city of Lucknow, and to seek that protection and com- 
fort in the Honourable Company’s territory, which she had reason to despair of 
enjoying in the capital or dominions of the Vizier, lier brother and natural pro- 
tector. His Excellency, as has been his uniform practice, disavow’ed in the 
strongest terms his intention of injuring the feelings or infringing the rights of 
the Begum, anil retorted her complaints and accusations. My sentiments regard- 
ing the matter and manner of the unhappy disputes which have so long sub- 
sisted between his Excellency and the Begum, and which were always believed 
by my predecessors in office, and have recently been proved beyond a doubt, to 
be totally unsusceptible of adjustment or reconciliation, are already on the 
records of tlic Government, detailed in a number of my despatches, and espe- 
cially in my letter to your address under date the 8th of October last. 

] 8. His Excellency the Vizier, on the occasion now referred to, after listening 
with attention to au earnest appeal on my part in behalf of her Highness the 
l^gum, made a proposal plausible in itself, but highly disingenuous, as it has 
since proved, on his part, and which he must have known to be totally futile at 
the time, namely, that her Highness, in the present justly irritated state of her 
mind, should pay him a friendly visit, or receive a visit from him ; should con- 
sent to the renewal of a friendly intercourse between them, which was originally 
suspended by himself and by his ow'n ungenerous conduct ; that a reconciliation 
should take place, through the medium of iny intercession, with her Highness ; 
and that his Excellency's future proceedings towards her should be regulated by 
my advice. 

19* Although I doubted the success of my mediation, the Vizier's proposal 
seemed so plausible, and the frame of mind and disposition under which.it was 
made seemed so candid and sincere, that I resolved to undertake the task which 
he committed to me, and concluded the discussion of this question with a pro- 
mise to make the attempt. 

20. The last subject of discussion at my conference with his Excellency the 
Vizier, on the nlorningof the 18th of June, was the claim of Hoosein Alee Khan ; 
and on this subject alone, of all the points which were agitated, his Excellency 
seemed totally ipflexible. He disavowed his knowledge or belief of any pro- 
vision having been ever made for the family of Hyder Beg Khan by the late 
Nawai^ Asuf-ood'Dowlah ; denied the right of this family to any' provision 
from himself ; asserted his having made a doclaration at the date of the Treaty 
of Cession, and subsequently to Lord Wellesley in person, of his inability to 

5 N 


Bengal Political 
Conioltationr> 

2 July 181S. 

Letter 

from Reeident at 
Lucknow. 



414 


dtTD^E P AIDERS. 


CiMndtirtiiM, 
jt Jdy 1«IS. 

LeCler 

frotn KMuientat 

(.iKlciMm. 


eontitttte the 'penttonsivhid) had been muted by bis pretleeeinor,.'ii^ the ae«|ni- 
eseence ef Lord Wellesley in thii deraratiorij by reason of the division of bis 
country. I replied to those arguments and assertkms, referring to the public 
records of his brother's <rovernment, and to such of tlie pnbtic officers of flak 
time as were still in existence, nay, to the testimony on oaffi, if required,' of 
every old and respectable inhabitant of Lucknow, ffir proof, tbe most clear and 
satislBctory, of the original grant of the pension, and its regular payment until 
his Excellency's accession to tbe musnnd. 1 submitted copies and extracts of 
tbe public records of this Government during the administration of Tufiizxool 
Hoosein Khan, authenticated by the seal of Mirza Jafer, who held the office of 
Bukhshee, or paymaster of tl;e troops and liousehold, during the whole of that 
administration, and containing detailed statements of the distributiou of the 
•sum of Rupees 8,33S 31 annas per mensem, as a pension to Akbur Alee Khan, 
Hoosein Alee Khan, and the otiier dependents of Hyder Beg. 1 assured bis 
Excellency, that I had examined my own records in vain, with a view to trace 
the declaration to which he referred, at the date of the Treaty of Cession or at 
any subsequent period. I described the utter impossibility of the British 
Governnient, or its representatives, being induced, by any selfish or personal 
views, to sacrifice or compromise the rights of its ancient and faithful depen- 
dants. I stated the example of the stipends of a branch of the Royal Family 
of Delhi residing at Benares, from which the British Government had relieved 
Ills Excellency, by taking on itself the future payment of those stipends ; and I 
referred it to his Excellency’s candour to determine, whether or not the same 
Government could be capable of acquiescing in a declaration of the nature above 
described, without engaging at the same time, or resolving, to pay all the pensions in 
■question. With a reference to his Excellency’s ability or obligation to provide 
for the faithful servants and clepeiulants of his brother’s Government ami his 
own, 1 maintained, that these could not have been affected in the smallest degree 
by the terms of the Treaty of Cession, wliich provided merely for His Excel- 
lency’s relief from established military charges to be incurred by the Honourable 
Company, for the future defence of his dominions and support of hb just autho- 
rity ; and I referred to the actual state of his treasury, to his own candour and 
sincerity, for his conviction of the truth of my persuasion, that his finances had 
yearly increased since the date of the Treaty of Cession, and that the clear 
Tevenue which he derived from his present possessions was greater, far greater, 
than he derived, or could have ever expected to derive, from his dominions, under 
the influence of the subsidiary alliance concluded with Lord Teignmouth by 
himself. To all the arguments which I adduced on this subject, aud to every 
appeal which I offered to his justice, benevolence, and humanity, in behalf of 
Hoosein Alee Khan, his Excellency listened in silence, hut continued immove- 
able on the question ; and ultimately yielded will) reluctance his sanction merely 
to the sale of some old mansions, tbe property of the late Hyder Beg Khan, 
(which his Excellency had tbrnieily attempted to appropriate to his own use), 
witii the view of protracting the wretchetl existence of Hoosein Alee Khan and 
his numerous family for a time. 

21. I took my leave of his Excellency at mid-day on the 18th June, after a 
conference of more than three hours, the general result of which wifi appear to 
the Right Hotiourable the Governor-General in Council to have been satisfac-? 
tory to a greater extent than was reported for his Lordship’s information in my 
despatch of the20th of June last; though I am sorry to have occasion to add, that 
ills Excellency's subsequent proccetlings have by no means been uniformly con- 
sistent with his professions and assurances on that day. 

22. The Vizier did me the honour to breakfast with me on the morning of 
the 27 th of June, and a conference took place on that occasion, when I remon- 
strated in mild and conciliatory terms against the delay which had occurred ih 
the reinstatement of Tuhseen Alee Khan in his office of Superintendent of the 
khoord muhl, and which his Excellency disingenuously ascribed tbjfi* 
heosion of disorders in the muhl, when this measure should be aiittpuncea to 
the ladies. Being now in possession of tbe Right Honourable the Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier, I should have deemed it to be my duty to take 
this opportunity of presenting the letter to his Excellency, if I had not expected 

to 
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ta Jieviw conudenble adva&Mn in tiie ducussion of the, more instant aues. 
rtion of .K0tno, end of the ri^t of investigation of the claims and deniands of 
this Government to be enforced by our military power, which 1 was partimilarly 
instructed to assert^ by the previous satisfactory adjustinent of every subet|d<PAte 
question that had been agitated between his Excellency and me. 

93, To those Bubordinate questions, accordingly, 1 resincted my discourse 
on this occasion ; and, in the first place, with a reference to the khoord muhl, 
1 dedared to his Excellency my conviction, that the possibility of disorder 
among the ladies depended entirely and exclusively on their belief of its affi>rd- 
ii^ gratification to his mind. That the original and sole cause of the complaint 
of those ladies was the alleged misapplication or detention of a portion of the 
stipends of the muhl, uniformly received from the Begum, and paid as regularly 
by Tuhseen Alee Khan into his Excellency’s treasury, by his orders. The 
allowance for the intercalary month, and the batta on liukabee Rupees, if 
granted out of the surplus of tliose stipends, occasioned by casualties in the 
muhl, would put an end to every fear of disorder, and would be sufficient to 
reconcile the ladies to any arrangement which might be made for the future 
superintendence of the muhl, far more so to the restoration of Tuhseen, to 
whom they had'untfonniy professed the most sincere personal attachment, 
wliile remonstrating against the deductions from their allowance, and urging 
him to support this remonstrance. 1 entreated his Excellency to banish all such 
imaginary tears- as this from his mind, to reconsider the purport of his obligation 
to her Highness the Begum under the guarantee of the British Government, 
and by complying with her just and moderate desire of the reinstatement of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan in his office, to anticipate and preclude her Highness’s 
probable demand of the satisfaction of all her rights under the obligation in 
qiiestion, nay, of the repayment of the sums of money hitherto received by his 
Excellency as tlie surplus of the stipends of the khoord muhl, to be distributed 
among the survivors at her discretion. The Vizier seemed greatly impressed 
by this last observation on my part, and promised to summon Tuhseen Alec 
Khan to his presence on that or the following day, for the purpose of reinstating 
him in his office. 

24i. I now reminded his Excellency that his promises at our former confer- 
ence, with a reference to the exaction of duties from the merchants or traders 
of Cawnpore, were still remaining to be fulfilled ; and 1 informed him that 
more recent complaints of the violence and extortion of his officers and sub- 
jects, in the districts of Sandee and Belgram, had been received from the mer- 
chants and traders. Repeated assurances of the most ample satisfaction on this 
point, and of the redress of the grievances of Gungapershaud and Joorawuu 
Sing, sepoys, were conveyed to me on this occasion by his Excellency ; and on 
A retrospect of all the subordinate points which are noticed in tiie Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General’s letter, one question only occurred to my 
recollection at this time, wiiich had not already and recently been discussed, 
and in a manner adjusted between us. 

95, The question alluded to was that of the redress of the grievances of 
Moonsbee Alee Nuckee Khan, the restoration of his hereditary rights posses- 
sions and privileges in the district of Sandee, of all wliich he had been most 
unjustly and violently deprived by the Aumil and others in that district, with 
his Excellency’s sanction, or by his orders. 

. 26. With a reference to this question I observed, that it might be considered, 
with justice, as a matter of more immediate and personal interest to myself, than 
any other subject of discussion that had arisen between his Excellency and me 
during the period of my residence at his Court Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan 
bad been my servant for more than fifteen years, and had uniformly during that 
period conducted himself so as to merit my approbation and regard. In former 
times, like every other landholder under the Government of Otide, he had Been 
subjected occasionally to violence and cqipression for a time, but had uniformly 
obtained either total or partial redress, through the intercession of former 
Residents, particularly of Mr. Middleton, during the Government of the late 
Nawaub A8ur>ood*Dowlah,. and of Mr. Lumsden, Colonel Scott, and Colonel 
Collins, since his Exceliency’s accession to the musnud. To those latter gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen he had been known but through the medium of my recommendation ; 
\et their intercession, as in a just cause, had usually prevailed, and had uniformly 
served to maintain him in the posseasion of at least a considerable portion of 
thosej^llowances privileges and rights, of which he was now entirely dispos* 
sesse^while in the confidential employment of the Government as being my 
principal Moonshee, and having charge of all the Persian records of my office. 
'J'Jiat it was true, I had long been restrained, by motives of personal delicacy, 
from urging the redress of the Moonshee’s grievances to his Excellency, in such 
terms as a sense of public duty would have led me to use, and have enabled me 
to apply with success, in behalf of any other subject or dependant of the British 
Government, whose complaints might have come before me ; but that a know- 
ledge of this circumstance, and a conviction of the justice of the Moonshee’a 
claims and complaints in his Excellency’s mind, should have naturally tended to 
tlie redress of the grievances stated, as soon as they were known to his ^cel- 
lency ; and that, at all events, when the deficiency In my representations was 
.so fully and so ably supplied by a direct communication from the Government, 
in the name of the Vice>President in Council, containing or accompanied by a 
detail of the obvious grounds of justice on which the redress of those grievances 
was claimed, it was difficult to account for any further delay in the satisfaction 
of the Moonshee’s rights, unless indeed it were supposed that the situation of 
tiie claimant, as a servant of the British Government confidentially employed by 
me, had rendered him obnoxious to his Excellency’s displeasure. 

Tf. The Vizier most solemnly disavowed any ground of displeasure with the 
Moonshee ; professed his uniform readiness to consider and admit of his claims 
against the Government, in-as far as they were supported by ; nay, 

without reference to the justice of his claims, to grant him a yearly allowance 
for nankar, as a mark of personal friendship for me, which had been frequently 
offered and rejected ; and with regard to bis disputes with other subjects of the 
Government, to refer them for investigation to the Adawlut, which was the only 
tribunal that could decide on the merits of such questions or disputes. 

$8. I replied, that I had uniformly restricted my views in the Moonshee’s 
behalf to such possessions in the district of Siindee as were clearly established 
to belong to him by proofs and sunnucls the most satisfactory and authentic 
that could be conceived. That for proof of his zemindary rights, and of his 
title to a share of the allowances and privileges of Cliowdree and Canoongoe in 
the district of Sandee, in common with numerous other branches of his family, 
wlio were actually now in possession of their respective shares of those rights, 
the uninterrupted possession of his ancestors for a period of nearly two-hundred 
years, proceeding on a firmaun under the seal of the Emperor Shah Jehan, was 
surely more than sufficient. That the distribution of those rights, allowances, 
and privileges, among the various branches of the Moonsbee’s family at two 
successive periods, one of them antecedent to the authority of his Excellency’s 
ancestors over Oude, and the particular shares allotted to the ancestors of 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan and to himself, were authenticated and deter* 
mined by original documents, the written acknowledgments of the parties to 
the distribution, against which no grounds of cavil could be stated. That for 
the particular share of the Moonshee's ancestor in a direct line, Seyyed Chiragh 
Alee, namely, the village of Tutha Nuggtir rent free (subsequently exchanged 
for Muhwa Colie), and a yearly allowance in money of one thousand two hun- 
lired rupees (lor which the village of Mohuromud Nuggur Tiloween was after- 
wards substituted), he possessed original sunnuds, under the seals of the Na* 
waiibs Abdoolla Khan and Azecz Khan, jagierdars of Sandee, before that dis- 
trict, with the province of Oude, came into the possession of Boorhan-ool-Moolk, 
his Excellency’s ancestor ; and under those sunnuds, without renewal or-ob- 
jection, the possession of the Moonshee’s ancestors proceeded till about the 
period of the demise of the late Nawaub Shoja-ood-Dbwlah, when the whole 
race of the Seyyeds of Sandee were dispossessed of their rights for a time, 
through the influence of a Hindoo, who claimed those rights as a descendant of 
the ancient Zemindars in possession before the edict of Shah Jehan. That the 
rights of the Seyyeds had been restored to them shortly after the accession of 
Astif-ood-Dowlaii to the musnud ; and that immediately ef^er this restoration, the 
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title, of ^opnsliee Alee Ntickee Khan had been recognised ahd.confirftied in BimgaJ Political 
Ilia own person, trough tbe influence of Mr, Middleton, then EOsident at this ^''"'■suhations, 
GQiiyt, as appeared by ah authenticated copy of an order issued by Hyder Beg ^ 

Khan to the Auniil of Sandeet by an original letter under.the seal and signa* Letter 

ture of Mr. Middleton, addressed to the same Aumtl, and by an original order from Resident at 

from the Aumil of Sandee to his Naib. That subsequent eonfirmatiohSi the Lackdow, 

most ample, bf the title of Moonshee Alfee Nuckee Khan to every right, pos- 

sesrion, and privilege, which had been claimed by me in his behalf, were exlii- 

bitfed in three original mandates under the seal of the Nawaub Asuf-ood-DowlaH, 

addressed to the Aumils of Sendee, and in corresponding orders to those offl. 

cers under the seal of the minister, Hyder Beg Khan, and of the British 

Resident at this Court, who was authorized and accustomed in those days to' 

issue orders to the officers of this Government on every question of iinportance 

which came before him.^ That under those sunnuds the Moonshee’'s possession 

of all his rights was uniformly acknowledged, nay, supported and maintained 

by this Government and its officers, though occasionally and partially disturbed 

by his associates and opponents in Sandee, till the death of Almass Alee Khan, 

whose authority had been always exerted in support of the Moonshee’s rights. 

That on occasions of partial usurpation or molestation by the Moonshee’s 
assodiates in the zemindary, and in the rights of Chowdree and Canoongoe, 
the mediation of the Residents at this Court had been constantly offered, and 
admitted in his behalf! as was established by the records of my office, more 
especially in the time of Colonel Scott, when a mandate under his Excellency’s 
seal, to the address of Almass Alee Khan, was obtained, directing that Aumil’s 
support of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan in the maintenance of all his po$> 
sessions. 

29- For a further and more accurate detail of all the arguments which I had 
now stated to his Excellency, and for authenticated copies of all the sunnuds and 
other documents described, I referred his Excellency to my letters in his possses- 
sion ; and fur the deliberate and impartial judgment of the Honourable the Vice- 
President in Council, on the whole of the merits of the case, as explained in those 
letters, and his Excellency’s answers to them, I referred to the Vice-President’s 
letter under date the S9th of March 1811. 

30. His Excellency disavowed his being in possession of any authenticated 
sunnuds to establish the Moonshee’s rights, expressed the necessity of his receiv- 
ing and taking time to examine and investigate the. sunnuds for each particular 
claim before be should be required to admit it, renewed his offer of a yearly 
allowance to the Moonshee as nankar, with a view to my satisfaction, or as u 
proof of his friendship for me, and for the purpose of saving trouble. 'This offer 
I rejected of course, and entreated his Excellency to revise our correspondence 
on the subject of the Moonshee’s claims, to peruse the copies of the sunnuds 
which were conveyed and referred to in that correspondence, and if a doubt 
existed in his mind regarding the authenticity of any one of the sunnuds, to require 
the original from me, and compare it with the copy in my presence, or with the 
view of saving him trouble, to depute a confidential .servant, or appoint his 
minister to confer on the question with me, to examine the orilfinal sunnuds and 
collate them with the copies in his possession, or with new copies, which I 
engaged to prepare. His Excellency now seemed unwilling to continue the dis- 
cussion of this question, complained of a violent head-ache, promised to take an 
early opportunity of revising the correspondence and sunnuds, and to commu- 
nicate the result to me at our next conference, which was fixed for that day 
se’nnigfit, the 4th ultimo. 

31. During the ipterval between this and ray next conference with the Vizier, 
his Excellency seemed unnecessarily dilatory in the fulfilment of maqy of the 
promises which were made to me at our interview of tlic 18th of June; and my 
daily messages to his Excellency, having rdfereace to the reinstatement of Tuhseep 
Alee Khan, to the redress of the grievances of Gungapershaud havildar, and 
Joorawun Sing sqpqy, to the continued exaction of duties from the merchants 
and traders of Cawnpore, and a few other subordinate points, were answered b\’ 
frivolpaa excuses, w\wch indicated a, disposition to evade Uie satisfactory adjust- 
Jtient of points that pp longer admitted of discqssion. . 
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SS; Tt) ami^Mgeon the S9th o£ Jane, soliciting in eamett terma the imtiie*' 
diate and final adjustment of those points, with a view to Sfiy reppiting it to Gp> 
veenment, in confirmation of the favourable report which. X had made on the 
ROih of that month, by his Excellency’s particular desire, 1 receivedi an answer 
horn his Excellency, importing that he was actually occupied in writing anck 
issuing his orders to give efihet to the assurances which he had tuacle to me on 
all those subordinate points, and would convince me of the truth of this asser- 
tion at our next meeting, when he intended to make a particular and earnest 
request on his own part, to wliich he would entreat my most &vourabIe 
altentiou. 

33. Considering the import of this message to be nothing else than a subter- 
fuge on the part uf his Excellency, 1 determined to present the Governor-Gene- 
ral's letter to him without any further delay, and to render the substance of that 
letter the ground- vvurk of all my future discussions and arguments on the points 
to which it referred. 

34. Xlis Excellency listened with great attention to the contents of his Lord- 
ship’s letter, which I read to him from a copy carried with me for that purpose, 
being aware ofhis inclination to evade the perusal of such letters'll! my presence. 
He interrupted me several times to comment on some passages of the letter, par- 
ticularly that in which his supersession of Tuhseen Alee Khan in the superinten- 
dence of the khoord miihl is described as his appointment of a person ofhis oivn 
selection, to collect, as his Excellency professed to understand it in the Persian, 
or to receive, as in the English copy, the revenue of the jaidad, and to distribute 
it to the ladies of the muhl. Xle disavowed his ever having made such an 
appointment, declared that the Governor-General was misinformed; and boast- 
ing, as it were, of the advantage which the application of this particular word 
in his Lordship’s letter afforded him, he added, that he could give a satisfactory 
reply to that and every otlier part of the letter. 

35. 1 treated this absurdity, of course, as it deserved, and explained the mean- 
ing of the words in his Lordship’s letter to be merely the supersession of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan by the appointment of another person to execute those duties, which 
he had performed with the consent and approbation of the Begum, namely, to 
receive the stipends from her Highness (not of course to collect them from the 
jaidad, which had never been the duty of the Nazir) and to distiibutc them to 
the ladies of the muhl; in short, the appointment of a Nazir or superintendent 
of the khoord muhl, contrary to the will of her Highness the Begum, whose 
exclusive control and authority over the muhl was expressly provided for by 
treaty, under the XIonourabIc Company’s guarantee. 

36. His Excellency made no reply to the above explanation on my p 9 rt, and 
waving any further discourse on the subject of the Governor-General's letter, lie 
proceeded to convey to me his particular and earnest request, which to my asto- 
nishment, after solemnly disavowing its connection ip any degree with the con- 
tents of the letter just read, he announced to be that of my assistance In obtain- 
ing the permission of the Government for his departure witliout delay on a 
pilgrimage. He declared that, on this condition, be would iininediately do all 
that was required of him in the Right Honourable the Governor^Generars letter, 
and every thing which I might propose, but that otherwise tie would dp nothing 
till his answer to the letter should be prepared. 

37. 1 had very considerable difHculty in commanding my countenance into, no 
more than a smile on the occasion of a proposition so extremely puerile and 
absurd, though at the same time so characteristic of his Excellency. During the 
whole time of breakfast, in the highest possible spirits, and in a manner the most 
gracious towards me, he had been talking of his proposed amusements for the 
ensuing cold season, of horse-racing, and of his horses expected from Ei^land, 
exhibiting designs for new palaces aiuTdecorations of roonit^ the execution , of 
which had commenced, and the completion of which, if intended,, moat WCipy 
and serve to amuse him for a period of several years ; and Jthn« d'<l hit! Excel- 
lency, without a blush or the smallest hesitation in his expre^Mwoi^, deewre to me 
in a serious manner, calling God to witness his truth, that-Wl itnwfdixte or early 
departure on a pilgrimage, a release from the cares and troubles of sovereignty. 
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h^flti for a coBaiderable period of time the, leading desire^ ttie 

l^rmeipa] piyrpp8|?9fWa itpttrt. 


38. My ansvfer to tl^e above declaratiQt), in as fur as Jjl}, Sf^en^s M'ortby 
of being renorded, was merely to the following effect. That his ExceUeocy from at 
could not expect me to suppose him serious in harbouring or expressing such Luciwmv.' ‘ 

a design. That lie had . made use of similar expressions to me on one occasion 
before, shortly after my arrival at his Court, and that in consequence, as I 
believed, of my remonstrances agaiiwt the measures of violence which were 
then meditated against Tuhseen Alee Khan, the unhappy object of his aversion, 

I should have added of his relentless and unmerited persecution, which lie now^ 
seems resolved to coutinue till the death of this aged and faithful servant of his 
house. That I bad ample reason to consider the proposal of a pilgrimage, or of 
his Extellency’s quitting his Government, if it had ever been seriously made, 
as entirely abandoned by his Excellency ; and tliat the renewal of it on this 
occasion could, in my judgment, have no other view than the evasion of a 
satisfactory answer to the Right Honouralile the Governor-General’s letter of the 
£8tb of D^ember 1810, and of the further purposes and objects of the letter which 
I had now read in his presence ; but I added, that if his Excellency were really 
serious in tlus, proposal, and should repeat his request to me at our next iuter- 
yiew in a grave and dispassionate manner, I should be prepared with a satisfac- 
tory reply. I now took my leave of the Vizier ; and the purport of bis particular 
and earnest request on the morning of the 4th ultimo, though once slightly 
hinted at in a message through the channel of my Moonsbee, has never beeii 
repeated in my presence. 


39* My next conference with the Vizier was on the morning of the 18lh 
ultimo, when his Excellency did me the honour to breakfast with me. During 
the interval between this and our former interview, Tuhseen Alee Khan had been 
twice admitted into the Presence, had nominated his deputy to proceed to 
Fyzabad for ffre purpose of taking charge of the khoord muhl, a letter had been 

I irepared to announce bis re-appointment, and the name of his deputy, to the 
adies, and ultimately, after repeated remonstrances on my part, a kiielat had 
been sent to the deputy, but in such a manner as to convince the Nazir, the 
ladies of the muhl, and every respectable inhabitant of Lucknow, as well as 
myself, that the measure of Tuhseen ’s reinstatement was by no means spon- 
taneous on the part of his Excellency, and that its failure would be gratifying to 
ids mind. 


40. I submitted all these circumstances, and explained their obvious tendency, 
to the Vizier at our conference on the 18th ultimo. I predicted disorders in the 
muhl, and did not hesitate to pronounce that bis Excellency was the only per- 
son responsible forthose disorders. I submitted to him the reports of my news- 
writer ip Fyzabad, from which it was clear and unquestionable that intrigues had 
already commenced, for the purpose of defeating an arrangement prescribed by 
the British Government, in strict observance of its qwn public faith, and which its 
power might be justly applied to enforce; and after entreating his Excellency to 
feflect bn the nature of those observations, I remarked, that is he must now be 
ipuch occupied in preparing his answer to the Governor-Generars |ett,ir, I would 
not detain him any longer. 

41. As his Excellency was taking leave of me, I reminded him, in a few 
words, pf his promise to revise our correspondence on the subject of my Mbon- 
shee’s claims, and be declared, to my astonishment, that on inquiripg for ffipsp 
papers, he discovered that the death of a servant, to whom they were committed, 
had occasioned their being lost or mislaid. 1 instantly assured him in reply, 
though aware of the nature of this subterfuge from repeated experience on former 
occasions, with a reference to more important and original documents, that dupli- 
cates of all my letters, with authenticated copies of his own copies, and ol‘ the 
Moonshee’s suntmds, should be prepared and submitted without any dplay. His 
Excellency reverted to his unreasonable and frivolous demand of alt thp original 
sunnuds to be inspected and examined at his leisure, and 1 repeated my former 
.proposal bn this subject without success. 


4‘J. On 
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42. On the morning of the 2'8th ultimo I waited on his Excellency, with thtf 
view of endeavouring to gather from his conversation on ilie leading topics of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-Generars letter, the general tenor of the answer 
which lie was occupied in framing to that letter, and taking advantage of any ■ 
opportunity which might arise of enlarging on the arguments irbich it contained^' 

43. His Excellency, as usual on such occasions, was extremely girded in bia 
remarks with a reference to the Governor-General’s letter. He acknowledged, 
generally, his conviction of the absolute necessity of a compliance with his Lord- 
ship’s suggestions and advice, that he had no other friend nor protector in the 
world than his Lordship, no resource but in obedience to his will. He would 
offer a candid statement of all the circumstances and transactions referred to in 
his Lordship’s letter, and submit the decision to his judgment. Th^re were 
some points discussed in the letter which had been already satisfactorily adjusted 
in compliance with my desire; there were others which he would concede as far 
as possible; and with regard to some, in which his acquiescence was impossible 
without diminishing his consequence and power, he would state the grounds of 
that impossibility to his Lordship, and leave the questions to his Lordship to 
ilecide. 


44. I requested his Excellency to inform me whether the grounds and argu- 
ments to which he now alluded had been already under discussion with me, or 
were .suggested by more recent consideration. I submitted, that the Right 
Hononrable the Governor-General in Council, in framing his last letter to hi» 
Excellency, could not be supposed to have overlooked any part of the former 
discussions on the important question of reform, or on any of the subordinate 
questions and claims which had been agitated between his Excellency and me, 
and referred by me to the Government, in consequence of our difference in 
opinion. That the grounds of this difference in opinion, in his Excellency’s 
language as well as mine, had been fully detailed in my despatches containing 
copies of the correspondence between us, and that, under such circumstances as 
these, it would obviously argue on the part of his Excellency a want of con- 
sideration for the dignity of the British Government, as well as of just deference 
to its counsels, if those counsels should again be evaded or opposed, by the 
same arguments and objections which had already been offered and repelled. 
That the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to use the impres- 
sive language with which his Lordship’s letter concluded, had “ solicited nothing 
“ from his Excellency but what justice, his own reputation, the prosperity of 

his country, and the spirit of the subsisting alliance demanded,” and that it 
Ijeboved his Excellency to hesitate and reflect maturely, while framing his 
answer to that letter, on the nature of such requests and suggestions as those, 
and the probability at least, if not the certainty, of their being hereafter con- 
verted into demands, in the case of protracted, refusal to comply with them, or of 
evasion, upon slight and frivolous grounds, tliat had already obtained ample con- 
sideration. 

45. His Excellency listened with great attention, but made no reply to those 
remarks ; and despairing of gaining an accurate knowledge of his intentions 
with a reference to any particular question by further general discourse, I 
renewed the discussion of a few of the subordinate points which still remained' to 
be adjusted. 

46. The measures suggested for the restitution of the sums of money exacted 
^ his Excellency’s officers and landholders frrvm the merchants of Cawifpore end 
Futhaghur, though repeatedly and almost daily promised by his Excellency^ 
had not yet been carried into effect, the redress of the grievances of Gunga- 
pershaud and Jdorawun Sing remained to be accomplished, and the leave of 
absence of those persons bad expired. 

47. I now exhibited and read to his Excellency in Persian, from the original 
English in ray hands, the substance of your despatch of the 25 June last, 
having reference to a number of questions, and particularly to the two last above 
described, observing to his Excellency, that though furnished with^ the senti- 
ments of the Government on the cases of those men, and with its positive instruc- 
tions to insist on the most ample redress of their grievances, I was still disposed 
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to acquiesce in thcmocferate degree of redress which was origihaiit|f; suggeste«l Ijy 
tnyself^ and to receive that measure of compensation fur the wrongs sustained by 
our sepoys, as a proof of his Excellency’s disposition to comply with my own 
friendly arivice, unconnected with the support which it bad obtained fintn the 
Bight Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 

48. The Vizier became visibly impressed with a conviction of the impropriety 
of his conduct and correspondence in regard to Gungapershaud and Joorawun 
Sing, lie replied to me in these remarkable words : ‘‘ 1 have acted unwisely. 

** and 1 have sutfered for it: forgive me, and what you desire shall be done.'* 
He has since performed his promise, though I am sorry to repeat, with rdiictance, 
as is stated in a former paragraph of this despatch. A public officer of his Govern- 
ment has also proceeded, at my desire, attended by an armed force, and accom- 
panied l>y an accredited agent on the part of the merchants and traders of Cawn- 
pore, for ti»e purpose of enforcing the restitution of the illegal exactions from 
those persons, and taking penal bonds from all the landholders on the banks of 
the Ganges and Gagra, to preclude future complaints. 

49. I now submitted to his Excellency a letter received the day before from 
her Higliuess the younger Begum, in answer to a mi^ssage which 1 had sent to 
her, announcing my intention of a visit. A translation of this letter is enclosed 
for the Right Honourable the Governor-Generars perusal, and the contents of it 
clearly indicate what has since been more fully established, that her Highness’s 
just resentment of the Vizier's unnatural conduct towards her had risen at length 
to a degree, which left little or no prospect of a cordial reconciliation between 
them. I suggested to his Excellency on this occasion, the propriety of some 
tlirect and unequivocal manifestation of his good will and liberality towards the 
Begum, such as the commutation of the supply of her kitchen for an allowance 
in ready money, with the view of assisting my endeavours to appease her. 

50. This proposal his Excellency declined, on the ground of our former agrer- 
ment, that an attempt at least to reconcile them to each other should prece<le 
his concession of her claims; and being determined to wait on her Highness at 
all events, in conformity with my promise to the Vizier, I waved the further 
discussion of this question till the result of my visit should be known. 

I then reminded his Excellency, that a month had nearly elapsed since his 
receipt of the letter from the Governor-General, and that the delay of more than 
a year in replying to former letters should be atoned for, on the present occasion, 
by a speedy and satisfactory reply. 

51. From the 28th ultimo until the 25th instant, I had no conference with the 
Vizier. His Excellency visited me on the lltli instant, but complained of a 
severe head-achc, and declined entering into conversation on business, assuring 
me, however, on this occasion, as he had regularly assured me in answer to my 
daily messages since our last conference, that his letter to the Governor-General 
was very nearly finished and should be sent to me in a few days. He further 
announced his intention, with the view of making some arrangement in behalf 
of Hoosein Alee Khan, to summon first that person, and afterwards Akhur Alee 
Khan into his presence, and to inform me of the result of his proceedings and 
further deliberation on this subject, which was, he added, the only point of his 
letter on which his mind was not entirely made up. 

52. I have since understood from Hoosein Alee Khan, that his Excellency 
addressed him on the 12tb instant in nearly the following words: “ Your father 
** was a zealous and faithful servant of this Government, and on a memorable 
** occasion of disagreement between my brother and the English Government he 

proceeded in person to Calcutta, for the purpose of adjusting all the matters in 
’’ dispute. An unpleasant discussion has now arisen between me and the Eng- 
■“ lish Government, and you are the sole cause of it. Is this becoming your 

Condition, and the character and services of your father ? What <lo you 
** require from me? Can I settle your dispute with your brother? I shall 
'* send for and admonish him to-morrow. What more do you desire r” 

53. .Hoosein Alee Khan informs me that he submitted to his Excellency, in 
feply, tire wrctdied condition to which he was reduced, partly by the obstinacy 
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of his brother, ond partly by his Excellency’s unkindness. That the claims of 
his father’s posterity upon this Governtnent were independent of tlveir disputes 
with each other, and that the pension and jagier which they enjoyed for many 
years, indeed uniformly from the death of their father till his Excellency’s acces- 
sion to the inusnud, were known to all ranks and descriptions of people alt 
Lucknow. 

51 . His Excellency dismissed Hoosein Alee Khan immediately after hearing 
the above statement, and has not sent tor him again. Akbur Alee Khan, who 
is still confined in the dowlut khana, an<l with other prisoners of this Govern- 
inent under charge of the Honourable Company's sepoys, though under his Ex- 
cellency’s exclusive authority and control, has been twice summoned into tlic 
Presence, but the result of Ins attendance is unknown to me. 

55. On the morning of Tuesday the 25th instant I waited on his Excellency 
the Vizier, and had a long conference with his Excellency. Concluding, from 
his message of the preceding day, that his letter to the Governor-General must 
be prepared, I suggested the propriety of my being permitted to revise the draft 
of it with his Excellency before it should be copied for transmission, with'the 
view of saving unnecessary trouble to both of us, by now offering such remarks 
for his consideration as the tenor of tlie draft might suggest to me, instead of 
submitting them eventually hereafter, in the form of a written remonstrauoc, 
when the letter should be finally prepared. 

56 . His Excellency declined producing the draft, on the grounds tliat it was 
not customary to do so, and that it would be time enough to submit iny 
remarks when I found any thing in his Ictlt'r to require tljcm, and that, of 
course, it should be sent open for my perusal. 

57* Being thus disappointed in my hope of ascertaining his Excellency’s 
intention with regard to tiie question of reform and the other unadjusted points 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, I still considered it to 
be my duty, and as 1 termed it, an act of friendship for his Excellency, to take 
a final summary review of the discussions which had recently occurred on the 
subjects which remained to he adjusted. I used every argument that I could 
devise to Induce his cordial acquiescence in the general system of reform, 
recommended by the Government for his adoption. I pointed out to him the 
fallacy of his apprehensions with regard to the complete success of the reform, 
if entered into with a sincere disposition, on his part, to promote the objects in 
view. I argued, with a reference not only to ibis question but to the establish- 
ment of courts of justice and police throughout Oude, the re-cstahlishment ot 
Tuhseen Alee Khan’s authority over the Khoord Muhl, and universally to^ tl>e 
successful execution and accomplishment of every just measure and view which 
could form an object of mutual interest to the two States, that two things only 
were required to give perfect efficiency to such measures ; namely, a sincere and 
cordial disijosition to promote them on the part of his Excellency, and the 
exertion of the British influence and power in aid of his Excellency s authority, 
justly applied and directed. That it was in vain, nay, absurd, to express or 
contemplate material difficulty or opposition in the progress of just measures to 
be thus undertaken and supported ; and that the apprehended diminution of Ids 
Excellency’s consetjuence or authority, by his acquiescence in the friendly advice 
of the British Government, or his application of the effectual support of its 
power, was equally imaginary and groundless : but that, whatever rai^ht be his 
Excellency’s resolution on the important question of reform, his immediate 
admission of the alternative so frequently submitted by me and enforced by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, was obviously as indispensable 
as it was just; and 1 considered it to be my duty to apprize his Excellency, 
once for all, that the unquestionable right of the British Governmenl, which 
his Lordship had thus defined and established in his letter, could never, on any 
principle, nor by any evasion, be set aside. 

58. I then recapitulated the grounds and arguments on which the clahns of 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan had lieen so strongly recommended to his *^5 , 
lency’s favourable consideration by the Hortourable the Vice- President, the Right 
Honourable tiie Govemor-CJcneral, and by myself, In several impressive letters. 
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mud at two recent conferences with his Excellency. I stated some adtlitional 
arguments in behalf of Hoosein Alee Khan, arising out of information inwe 
recently obtained of his Excellency’s promise to Lord Wellesley, during liis 
Lordship’s visit to Lucknow, regarding the future r^ular payment of ail the 
pensions of this Government, and the liquidation of tl>e arrears which were 
due; and, finally, I reminded his Excellency of the strong and remarkable 
words in the Governor-General’s letter, with a reference to Iluosein Alee Khan : 
“ It is impossible for me to cease from troubling your Excellency on tl»is 
“ subject until,” &c. It behoved his Excellency to deliberate on the tendency 
of those expressions while forming his resolution on this question. 

59. With a reference to the superintendence of the Khoord MubI, I submitted 
some letters from her Higliness the Begum and papers of intelligence from my 
news-writer at Fyzabad ; from which it was clearly established that the disgrace- 
ful and disorderly conduct of the ladies of the Muhl, if not expressly sanctioned 
by his Excellency, had at the least his gratification for its object ; and I 
warned his Excellency that those statements wouhl, of necessity, be forwarded 
to the Presidency, as a comment on any remarks whicli he might offer, of a 
tendency to subvert the arrangement that had been made in compliance with 
my advice. 

• 60. With regard to the younger Begum, I expressed my sincere concern at 
her seemingly fixed and unalterable resolution of quitting his Excellency’s 
country and avoiding a reconciliation with him. I apprized him of the day (the 
following Thursday) which had been fixed for my conference on this subject 
with her Highness/and promised to let him know the result ; and after receiving 
an assurance from iiis Excellency, who hnfl listened to me with attention for an 
hour, that he would meditate on all that 1 had said to him, and again refer to ail 
his papers, more particularly to the record of his discussions with Lord Wel- 
lesley at Lucknow, before he finally transmitted his answer to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General’s letter, I took my leave, with a well-grounded hojre 
that the answer would be highly satisfactory on every question of importance to 
be treated in it. 
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61. On the evening of the following day (the Sfith instant), I receiv’ed his 
Excellency’s letter to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, which should have been forwarded without any delay, and would have 
superseded the necessity for this voluminous detail of my proceedings, if it had 
not fallen far short of my reasonable hopes and expectations on every important 
point of its contents. 


6 S. I should have failed in the discharge of my duty, and should have ill 
repaid the confidence and support which his Lordship in Council has uniformly, 
and now more especially, been pleased to afford to me, if I had suffered such a 
letter as this to proceed to his Lordship’s address without previously remonstrating 
on the contents of it. Although humble and submissive in its language and 
manner throughout, and expressive of an ultimate resolution to abide by his 
Lordship’s decision on all the questions at issue, it is so full of the Vizier’s 
characteristic deceit and evasion, so replete with erroneous statements of every 
fact "and argument that it contains, ns to exceed in Ail those characteristic qua- 
lities every former production of his Excellency’s that has fallen under my 
observation. 


63 . I have written and transmitted a strong remonstrance to his Excellency, 
the effect of which remains to be seen, and I have requested an early commu- 
nication of his wishes regarding the despatch or detention of his letter. 

64. Before concluding this despatch, I must report, as I do with concern, Tor 
his Lordship in Council’s information, the total failure of my endeavours to 
bring almut a cordial, or indeed any degree of reconciliation between the 
Vizier and her Highness the younger Begum. I waited on her Higlmess by her 
appointment on the morning of the 27 th instant, and remained in attendance 
and conversation with her for upwards of two hours. The detail of her manifold 
grievances, of the indignities, inhumanity, degradation, and contempt, which 
she had suffered at the hands of her brother, and seemed determined to suffer 
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no longer, would require a volume to be stated. 1 perceived iintnediately, is 
indeed I had foreseen for several weeks, that the time for conciliation was past, 
that the irritation of her ilighuess’s mind was too great to be appeased any 
longer by promises, or indeed by acts of kindness from tire Vizier ; that the 
miserable preparations for her journey from Lucknow, inadequate as they must 
prove t<» her comfort, were already actually made, and that her departure on that 
very day had been prevented exclusively by my visit. Every argument, every 
entreaty on mjf part, every assurance of future kindness and generous treatment 
on the part ot her brother, were offered and repeated in vain. She exclaimed, 
that “ she had been treated like a child, like a slave, by a person whom she was 
“ born to command ; that death was* sweet and desirable compared with such 
“ an existence ; and what could I suppose her, under such circumstances, to 
“ apprehend from the fatigues or even dangers of a journey, more espe- 
“ cially such a journey' as this, from an enemy’s country to a friend’s. The 
“ British territory was the only friendly country left to her, the Governor- 
General her only friend and protector. To that country, to his Lordship, she 
“ would fly for an asylum ; and unless I sought her immediate death, I could 
“ neither wish to prevent nor detain her.” At length, with the greatest reluc- 
tance, and in a state of mind which I cannot attempt to describe, her Highness 
was induced by my repeated and earnest entreaty to limit her journey for the 
present to the principal town in her jagier, at the distance of twelve cosses front 
this city, and there siie has promised to await the result of my communication to 
Government of her fixed and unalterable resolution to quit the capital and 
country of Oude, and to reside in the Honourable Company’s dominions, at any 
station, and under any circumstances, which may be prescribed to her. 

65 . My subsequent proceedings and correspondence with her Highness and 
with the V^’izier, regarding her, shall form the subject of a future despatch. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Slst August 1812. liesidcut. 


From Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received 10th Shabaun 1227, 

19th August 1812.) 

I have conformed to your advice regarding the Khoord Muhl, and on the 
representation of Moluimmud Nughut J have issued the necessary instructions 
to my people, who are posted on all sides round the Khoord Muhl, and by 
guarding the avenues of ingress and egress have prevented the ladies from 
quitting it. The adoption of this measure greatly confounded them, and they 
were on the point of dropping further opposition, and submitting to authority, 
when letters from Mirza Shujat Alee Khan Beliadiir, brother of my son Saadiit 
Alee Khan Behadur, and from other persons at Lucknow, of a nature tending 
to encourage them in their views, were received and excited a fresh disposition 
to commotion. Mirza Seraj-ud-deen Hyder Khan Behauder, Mirza Kumal- 
ood-deen Hyder Khan Behadur, and Mirza Hoosein Abe Khan Behadur, have 
likewise been instrumental in deceiving those ladies, and may be considered 
as principal agents in fomenting their discontents. To stop their allowance is 
therefore the only effectual remedy left, for until they experience the extremity 
of privation and distress, they will not relinquish their evil intentions. If my 
son, Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan Behadur, were to address a letter to the fol- 
lowing effect to bis brothers, Mirza Seraj-ud-deen Hyder Khan Behauder, Mirza 
Kumat-ud Deen Hyder Khan Behadur, and Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan Behadur, 
there is no doubt that it would be completely successful ; ** Her Highness the, 
“ Begum being equally your parent as she is mine, you must deport vour- 
“ selves according to her will, and persuade the ladies of the Khoord Mum 
" to submit themselves to her authority and to return to their respective habi- 
“ tations, to receive their stipends month after month, and enjoy ail the ease 
** and comforts of their situation, and any opposition to_ the orders of her 
“ Highness will be not only ruinous to themselves, but will also draw down 
** upon all of them my greatest displeasure, as well as that of her Highness. 
Let my son likewise address an arzdasht to me to this effect } that 1 am the 
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sole controller of the Kboord Muhl, that 1 should iise my own discretion in Bengal Pojiticsf 
pacifying the members of it and inducing them to return to their houses,, that 
if they oppose my authority it will be necessary for me to take effectual mea> ^ 
sures for obliging them to repair to their houses, and that be will assist me in Letter from 

those measures. When an arzdasht and letter of the foregoing purport shall Bhow Begum, 

be received from my son, and the ladies of the Khoord Muhl shall be m^e 
acquainted with the contents of them, they will immediately desist from all 
further noise and resistance, and will betake themselves to their respective 
apartments, without offering the smallest objection whatever. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From the same. (Received 2lst Sbabaun, SOtb August 1812 .) Letter from 

the Bhow Begum* 

I have repeatedly written to you on the subject of the Khoord Muhl, that 
the ladies of it had lost all sense of shame, and would not, without [)uni8hment, 
be brought to submit to control. At your desire my people were employed, 
under my instructions, in carefully guarding the Khoord Muhl, when yester- 
day, two messengers reached them from Lucknow, with letters from their 
daughters to this effect : “ That they must break through all restraints, and 
“ advance to Lucknow.” Accordingly, this morning the ladies of tlie Khoord 
Muhl assembled in a tumultuous manner, aided by Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan 
and others, who drew their swords on the occasion, threatening violence to 
ray people who guarded them, quitted the Muhl, and took the road to Rekab- 
gunge. 1 formerly wrote, and desired you to obtain and despatch to roe au 
arzdasht from my son, the Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan Behadur, to my address, 
with the view of putting a stop to these disorderly proceedings, and inducing 
those women to return quickly to their homes. As no arzdasht has been trans- 
mitted to me, it has no doubt impressed them with an opinion that their object 
could not be accomplished here, and, in consequence, they have to-day moved 
out to Rekabgunge, which is in the direct road to Lucknow. 

I have heard that my son, Saadut Alee Khan Behadur, has assured those 
ladies, through his brother, Mirza Hoosein Alec Khan Behadur, that as long as 
they lived he was the sole controller of their affairs, and that no other person 
whatever could interfere with them. This, of course, has excited them to quit 
the Muhl and proceed to Lucknow. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa. (Received the 27th 

July 1812.) 

My Vakeel, Nuringen Doss Pundit, has represented to me, that it was your 
intention to pay me a visit, and that you requested me to hx a day for the pur- 
pose. This pleasing intelligence has afforded me the greatest happiness and joy, 
rraise be to God, that what I most ardently desired and was long anxiously 
hoping for, namely, that the Almighty would bring about some cause to induce 
you to pay me a visit, is now about to come to pass, and that, too, by your own 
request. Come to me without hesitation and make roe happy, that 1 may have 
an opportunity of describing to you some little portion of the manifold dis- 
tresses which 1 suffer from the harshness and oppression of my brother, whose 
conduct has reduced me to a state in which death must be preferable to exis- 
tence. When my brother ascended the musnud, 1 received a letter from the 
Governor-General, Sir John Shore, which gave me every reason to hope and 
expect that the remainder of my life would be free from trouble or distress of 
any kind ; and, under this expectation, although 1 might have easily obtained 
from the Governor-General's friendship the most ample establishments for 
myself, diatinct from those of my brother, yet considering our rights and inte- 
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rests to be the same, 1 did not consent to a separation, but on the contrary 
endeavoured to strengthen and increase the original ties of propinquity and 
friendship between us, by entering into new alliances. (The Begum’s nephew 
is married to a daughter of the Vizier’s, and his Excellency’s third son to her 
niece.) Notwithstanding all which, my brother has uniformly treated me with 
the greatest contempt and disregard ; so much so, that when his mother was 
indisposed, and I went to pay her a visit of friendly inquiry, forgetting all his 
former unkindness and harshness to myself, he happened to be there at the 
time, and on my arrival took no notice of me whatever, as if he could be igno- 
rant of ray arrival. I leave it to you to determine whether this was proper 
conduct or not. For myself, I was so much irritated and vexed at the time, 
that I made a vow of never meeting him in my life. 

Every branch of my establishment has been done away : the property and 
possessions of my ancestors in Delhi have been usurped by him, and the lowest 
of his servants and minions have been taught to oppose and despise me. 

During the residency of the late Colonel Scott, a favourite servant of mine 
was unjustly confined in the Chubootra by the Cutwaul, and his sontah, or 
badge, was hung up on the public road by way of contempt ; and although I 
repeatedly remonstrated against this violence, no notice was taken of my com- 
plaint, till at length he was released by the Resident. 

A piece of cultivated land on the bank of the River Goomtie, which 
belonged to my bazar, and half of the bazar itself, have been taken from me 
by my brother, and his officer of customs has recently ruined and driven away 
from my bazar every trader and shopkeeper who was attached to it. I have 
again and again stated all these circumstances to you, and you have exerted 
your utmost endeavours in my behalf, but no good cfl’ccts have resulted from 
them. 

You are well acquainted with the purchase of ground on the bank of the 
River Goomtie, which I made for the purpose of building on it, and the man- 
ner in which that purchase was frustrated. The whole of ray jagier is going 
to ruin. The dispute between Sheikh Mocz-ood-Deen and Musaood remains 
unsettled. 

But how long, and to what purpose, shall I trouble your patience with a 
detail of my sufferings and distresses, which have already filled hundreds of 
letters to your address. In short, the conduct of my brotlier has been such as 
to induce me to pray to God that I may never again see his face in this world, 
nor even at the resurrection ; and, for the few days of my life which remain, 
I trust entirely to the friendship of the British Government for my protection 
from further degradation and disgrace, and for the reparation of all that I have 
suffered. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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Letter To John Monckton, Esq. Persian Secretary to Government. 

from Resident at 

Lucknow. Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 5th of June last, conveying a letter from the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General to the address of his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. His Excellency’s answer to that letter was received on the 26th ultimo, 
and with a reference to my despatch of the Slst ultimo to the chief Secretary 
to Government, should now have been forwarded to you ; but his Excellency 
having subsequently requested me to suspend the transmission of his letter to 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, with a view to his reconsidering 
the contents of it, I deem it proper to transmit to you, for his Lordship in 
Council’s information, the enclosed copy of that letter, with a copy of the 

remarks 



remarks on its tenor, which 1 submitted to his Excellency the Vizier on the 
morning of the S9th ultimo, and which have led to the delay in the transmis* 
sioo of his original letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s 
.address. 

3. A letter from her Highness the Show Begum to the address of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, having reference to some recent dis- 
turbances in the' Khoord Muhl of Fyzabad, is also transmitted to you by this 
despatch. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

5tl) September 1812. Resident. 


Enclosure in a letter from the Resident at Lucknow to the Persian Secretary 
to Government, dated the 5th, and received the 18th of September 1812. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, dated the Q6th August 1812. 

After expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to acknowledge 
the receipt of your kind letter of the 8th of May last, replete with sentiments 
of friendship and regard, and stating that you had expected to receive answers 
to your letter of the 2Sth of December 1 810, and to two letters from the Vice- 
Presidentof the 29th of March and I2th of July 1811, the former on the subject of 
the claims of Moonshce Alee Nuckee Khan, and the latter in favour of Hoosein 
Alee Khan, son of tlic late Hyder Beg Khan. I have fully understood the contents of 
your Lordship’s letter. Tlie suspension and delay which has occurred in the 
transmission of an answer have been occasioned by the discussions which have 
taken place between me ami Major Baillie. The objections which occurred to 
ray mind during those discussions I stated to the Resident in writing. As 
those objections have not yet been removed by Major Baillie, and as the 
execution of the several matters of business which formed the subjects of 
discussion has conse({ucnt1y remained suspended, from motives of respect and 
consideration for your Lordship, which 1 am ever disposed and attentive to 
observe, I suspended the transmission of my reply to your Lordship’s letter. 
An answer to the letters of the Vice-President was not written, for reasons 
which are contained in the present letter to your Lordship’s address. Now 
that your Lordship has kindly called me to your recollection, and favoured me 
with your letter above acknowledged, I consider it to be an indispensable duty 
to transmit a reply to your Lordsliip, and I proceed accordingly to state what 
is necessary to be represented. Under every circumstance, my expecta- 
tion from the chief of the British Government, and more especially from so 
kind a friend as your Lordship is, that, in the affairs of my Government, and 
in the dominions subject to me, as well as in all my concerns, my power and 
authority may daily be strengthened and increased, and that, in the spirit 
of the friendship and amity established of old between the two States, and 
which is conspicuous to all the world, no manner of loss, injury, detriment, 
or diminution may take place, and that counsel and advice, such as may be 
productive of salutary effects, may be afforded to me by the chiefs of the 
British Government, and more especially by your Lordship. 

In your letter of the 28 th of December 1810, your Lordship has written with 
your friendly pen, that by the terms of the sixth article of the treaty of Novem- 
ber 1801, I engaged to establish in my reserved dominions such a system, 
of administration to be carried into effect by my own officers, as should be 
conducive to the prosperity of my subjects, and be calculated to secure the 
lives and property of the inhabitants ; and further, that with reference to this 
particular stipulation, the late Governor-General, Marquis Wellesley, in a paper 
which he delivered to me, under his seal and signature, in the year 1802, 
observed that I had engaged to advise with the British Government, and to 
conform to its Counsels in the establishment of an improved system ofadminia* 
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Amgal PoUtkal tration within the reserved dominions, and also in all afliairs connected with the 
ordinary government of those dominions, and with the usual exercise of my 
^ ' established authority, and so forth. What your Lordship has written, as above, 

Ruitmn is right and true, nor is there any denial on my part. The case is this: At a 
in JMdmt’s Letter, former period I was desirous of sending my son with a detachment of British 
troops for the settlement of my reserved dominions, and that, with the approba- 
tion of Major Baillie, the Resident, he might establish a system^of administration 
in those dominions. When I consulted the Resident on this point, that gentle- 
man clearly and explicitly signified his prohibition, saying that, in an affair of 
this kind, the nomination and deputation of the Sahibzadah (that is to say, my 
son) were not necessary : the establishment of a system of administration was 
therefore not carried into execution. Your Lordship will decide with justice, 
that in the introduction and establishment of a system of administration in my 
dominions, and in advising with the British Government on that subject, 
according to my engagements, I have not failed j and with lespect to the 
system proposed by your Lordship in your letter above quoted, it was not carried 
into effect, in consequence of some doubts and objections which occurred to 
my mind. Those objections were repeatedly stated by me in writing to the 
Resident, and personally discussed between us. Confomiably to the dictates 
of the friendship which I entertain for your Lordship, I now feel it to be an 
incumbent duty that I should of necessity state some of those objections for 
your consideration : they are as follows. Your Lordship, in your letter above 
quoted, has written, that ** if the assessment of the lands throughout the 
“ country should be regulated by the real assets of the several districts, to be 
“ ascertained by actual investigation, and be fixed for a certain time, and if that 
“ assessment should be increased only in proportion to the augmentation of 
“ resources in the several districts which might be expected to arise from an 
“ approved system of administration,” and so forth. The case is this ; That 
without the actual measurement of the lands of the several mouzahs and villages 
of the country ; and without ascertaining the particular quantity of cultivated 
lands and lands capable of cultivation, village by village, and the boundaries 
accurately defined ; and unless the Canoongoes, Chowdries and Putwarries, 
give a detailed statement of all these particulars, and conceal nothing, and the 
^mindars make no objection to the measurement of their lands, it appears to 
me that it will be difficult to ascertain the real assets of the several districts. 
With respect to the deputation of Ameens to ascertain all those particulars, 
apprehensions occur to me with regard to misconduct on their part, and to 
emigration and disgust on the part of the cultivators and renters, and to dis- 
order and interruption in the receipt of the revenues, and to failure in the 
payment of balances in consequence of the introduction of a new system. All 
these objections will have been made known to your Lordshi|) by the perusal of 
the letters which I addressed on this subject to the Resident. 

With respect to Major Baillie’s representation on the subject of establishing 
courts of Adawlut and police in the several districts of my dominions, under 
the management of officers of my Government, I am willing to appoint officers 
to those situations, conformably with the Resident’s advice ; but the accomplish- 
ment of these two objects cannot be contemplated, until every rebel and disaf- 
fected person in my territory shall have at once been effectually punished aifd 
rooted out of the country ; until they find that if they seek an asylum in the 
British territories they will not be able to maintain themselves there ; until 
they be utterly extirpated and the troops never desist from pursuing them ; 
and, finally, until they be convinced that there is no place where they can 
establish themselves, secure from the troops of the Government. Thus, in 
the Honourable Company’s dominions, whatever turbulent or disaffected per- 
son is proceeded against, until he is effectually punished he does not cease 
from his evil courses ; moreover, in the police establishment of each individual 
place, where the people of the establishment, according to the system, can only 
be few in number, how will they be able to maintain order, when the turbu- 
lent and disaffected shall excite disturbance in large bodies ? 

With reference to your Lordship’s observations regarding the right of investi- 
gating and arbitrating all such daims and demands on my part, and on the part 



OUDE PAPERS. m 

of my Aumils, as the British troops may be required to support, and so forth : 
Whatever plan your Lordship may be pleased to adopt for the purpose of inves- 
tigating and arbitrating all such claims and demands, so that my independent 
power and authority, as established by treaty, may not thereby be impaired, and 
my dignity and consequence be not diminished, in the slightest degree, in the 
eyes of my subjects, have the goodness to communicate it to me, and I am at 
your command. As I consider your Lordship to be my sincere and affectionate 
friend ; as all my prosperity, welfare, comfort, and happiness depend on your 
kindness and favour; and as, excepting the members of the British Govern- 
ment, and your Lordship in particular, I know no protector and succouier ; if 
your Lordship, which God forbid, shall be dilatory and forgetful in affording 
me aid and assistance, and in taking a warm and active interest in the 
arrangement and settlement of my affairs, know for a certainty, that then, in 
such an event, the settlement and reform of my Government will be difficult to 
be accomplished by me. 

Your Lordship has been pleased to observe, that “ it may not have occurred to 
“ me that your Lordship’s temporary absence from the Presidency produced no 
“ change in the authority of the Government, and so forth.” My Lord, I, who 
am your well-wisher and firmly attached to you, entertain the same sentiments 
of regard and attachment towards you in all circumstances, and at all times, 
equally in your presence and absence, when you are near and when you are far 
distant. Such a thought my imagination is not capable of conceiving. You will 
be pleased to consider such a representation, by whomsoever it may have been 
made, to be entirely erroneous. On mature reflection, your Lordship will be 
satisfied that a charge of the nature alluded to cannot with justice be attached 
to me. 

Your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, that “ I should no longer 
“ delay to exert my authority for the redress of the wrongs of which Moonshce 
“ Alee Nuckee Khan has so much reason to complain.” I never did, nor 
ever can entertain the idea of sacrificing the rights of any individual. The 
state of the case is this: The claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan are of 
two kinds ; one against my Government, and the other against his partners 
and associates. With respect to the first, let the Moonshee produce the origi- 
nal sunnuds, in succession, under the seal of my father, the late Nawaub 
Shuja.ood-Dowlah, and the seal of my brother, the late Nawaub Asoph-ood 
Dowlah, for the purpose of substantiating his claim and for my examination. 
In the event of his proving that the sources of provision stated in those sun- 
nuds have been withheld during my Government, I will order them to be 
restored to him. With respect to the claims which he has against his partners, 
let him refer them to the court of Adawlut, where they will be decided accord- 
ing to the holy law. On this subject I have stated to your Lordship what 
appears fit to me ; but if it be not deemed so by your Lordship, be pleased to 
signify your wishes on this affair, that I may carry them into effect. 

With reference to what your Lordship has written on the subject of the 
engagements concluded between her Highness the lady mother (Bhow Begum) 
and me, in the month of February 1798, according to my promi.se, I have 
never been guilty of any remission or neglect in shewing her every degree of’ 
respect and attention, and in doing every thing to promote her convenience and 
comfort; but, on the part of the Begum, her Highness has observed a course 
of conduct the reverse of what is contained in the engagement, viz. that when- 
ever requisite, she will afford me every degree of friendship and assistance in 
rayafiairs ; for on the occasion of Marquis Wellesley’s coming to Lucknow, it 
having become necessary for me to pay a sum of money into the Company’s 
Treasury, her Highness did not afford me any assistance whatever. As, by the 
engagement above mentioned, the British Government is the guarantee in all 
the affiiirs of the Begum, it becomes incumbent on it to devise means that the 
Begum may pay to me such a sum of money as may afford me assistance, and in 
future, whenever it may be requisite, she may befriend and assist me. 

With reference to what your Lordship has written, '* whether the appoint- 
*' ment of a person of my own selection to collect the revenues of the jaidad. 
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Beii||«l •* and distribute it to tlie ladies of the muhl,” and ao fortli, I have, to. inform 

your Lordship, that I never appointed a person to collect the revenues of the 
' jaidad, and I have not removed the person who is appointed on the part of the 
Exiioture Begum to receive the revenues of the jaidad. The fact is this : the Begum 
in JUudmu’sLeUef. received the revenues of the jaidad by the hands of an oflScer (Aumil) of her 
own nomination, and sent the amount of the stipends through Tusheen Alee 
Khan, who on my part held the oflBce of Nazir of the Deorhees (muhls), when 
the distribution of the stipends was made, and every matter of business, great or 
small, relating to the Deorhees, which arose, was submitted by the Khan to me, 
and executed by him according to my orders. Your Lordship will be kindly 
pleased to ascertain that her Highness had no right of interference in the dis* 
tribution of the stipends of the muhls, or in their reduction or augmentation, 
or in any other matters connected with the Deorhees, and that she never 
exercised any superintendence over the affairs of the Khoord Muhl. The 
receipts of the ladies of the muhl were always brought to me ; and if any of 
the persons in the muhls died, the charge of the funeral ceremonies devolved 
upon me. Had the ladies of the muhl understood that the Begum was vested 
with the superintendence of the affairs of the muhl, when would they ever 
have agreed to it ? This is evident from the clamour and disturbance, and 
other proceedings, which have now taken place. With respect to what is con- 
tained in the engagement, that the stipends of the muhls shall be paid by the 
hands of the Begum, it does not appear to me by that stipulation that the ladies of 
the muhl should be subject to the authority of the Begum. As the ladies of the 
muhl had some time ago excited clamour and disturbance beyond all bounds, 
and as Tusheen, after repeated requisitions on my part, failed to propose any 
scheme for composing the disturbances (and my sole object in making such 
requisitions was to prevent the disgrace and dishonour which have occurred 
and which continue to take place), I was compelled, for the sake of restoring 
order and tranquillity in the muhl, to remove Tusheen Alee Khan from his 
office of Nazir ; for unless 1 had removed him, the ladies would not have been 
. satisfied, and no means could have been conceived for settling the disturbance. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to judge, whether or not I am the master 
(Wauris) of the ladies of the muhl ; whether or not the management of the 
muhl is part of my household concerns ; whether or not the honour of the 
ladies of the muhl is identified with my honour ; whether or not, by treaty, I 
ought to have a control over my household concerns ; and whether it is proper 
and becoming in me to acquiesce in the dishonour and disgrace of those ladies. 
With respect to what your Lordship has written, that I do not admit the right 
of the British Government to interfere in questions of this nature, the case is 
this : In all questions in which the guarantee and interference of the British 
Government are stipulated in the treaty, how can 1 but admit such right ? I 
never oppose cr deny it ; but my expectation from your Lordship’s kindness and 
favour is, that in my household concerns, &c. as stipulated in the treaty, no 
interruption or diminution of my power and authority may be sufiTered to take 
place. At no period of time have 1 ever disturbed the peace and comfort of 
her Highness; whereas, on the other hand, her Highness frequently manifests, 
a disregard of my interests. If I propose to her Highness to adopt measures 
for putting a st(jp to the acts of tyranny and eppression which are practised in 
herjagier, my representations are ineffectual, and not well received; nay, to 
many of them, however necessary, she does not deign to return an ansvyer, or if 
she does, it is only to say that they are false, and she causes my people to be 
beaten, and she has established herself in the possession of many places exclusive 
ofher jagier. Such being the case, your Lordship will judge whether her 
Highness or I be in fault. 

With regard to what your Lordship has written respecting the severe distress 
and vexation experienced by her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and that 
you have received copies of the letter which the Resident addressed to me on 
the subject, under date the 8th pf April, and of the letter from her Highn^ 
to the Resident, to which it refers, and that your Lordship concurs entirely in 
the sentiments expressed in the Resident's fetter, and that your lordship has 
directed the Resident to make an application to me on this subject, and to 
rje^uest I would redress the grievances of which the Begum has reason to 

complain, 
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complain^ the case is this : I am ready to redress any grievapces of which the 
;^cgum can jurtly complain^ and at no time have I ever concurred in, or per- 
mitted, any molestation or cause of grievance to her Highn^ nor has ever 
such a thought entered, nor can it enter into my mind. On tim other haad, 
however, several petty acts on the part of the Begum have occurred, whigh are 
a cause of grievance and distress to some pour people and a source of ve^tation 
to me: such, for example, as taking the property of another and not p^ing 
the price of it, or occupying a piece of ground without the consent qt the 
owner. Nay, shC even detained in her muhl the daughter of an injured Svyed, 
and when the father complained, she said that she had purchased the girl, nor 
would she attend to the representation of the Resident in his behalf. Your 
Lordship will be pleased to determine whether the sale of a mussuhnan is per- 
mitted by the Mahomedan law. Her Highness has also possessed herself of 
several places belonging to me. Be pleased to w'eigh this well ; whether any 
one takes possession of the property of another without the consent of the 
proprietor. This also I have overlooked. Her Highness, moreover, has 
entirely given up the observance of those appearances and external forms 
which are suitable to the relation in which we stand to each other, of brother 
and sister ; and when she is expostulated with on such points, she prepares to 
leave the city, and she frequently remarks, how can she remain a subject in a 
place where she possessed the rule ; and with respect to settling the affairs of 
her jagier, on which she speaks to me, if any difficulty is made about sending 
my people there, she makes it a subject of complaint, and if my people are sent 
she accuses them of plunder. At the time when the Resident spoke to me on 
the subject of settling the business of the bazar attached to her deorhee, and 
of making an allowance in money in place of the khassa (victuals) which are 
furnished to her Highness from my household, I replied, “ let her Highness 
“ observe the forms of respect which are due to my rank as sovereign, and 
“ the obligations of fraternal affection, and, on my part, to the extent of my 
** ability, there shall be no failure in the manifestation of my duty towards 
** her as one of the heads of the family, or in the cultivation of her good-will.” 
Major Baillie asked me, if what he should submit to my consideration in this 
affair would be agreeable to me ? I replied, certainly. At length it was settled, 
that Major Baillie should repair in person to her Highness's deorhee and reason 
and expostulate. In the end, however, the Resident did not repair in person 
to the Begum. Your Lordship will be pleased to deliberate maturely, whether 
ainy or what improper request has been made by me, and what cause of griev- 
ance to her Highness has arisen on my part. Her Highness will not consent 
to a reconciliation ; nay, she declares that she has made a solemn vow to 
heaven never to see such a one’s face, meaning me. Your Lordship will 
be pleased to judge whether it is her Highness who does not listen to the 
representation of the Resident, or whether it is 1. It is my wish that her 
Highness should, in all matters, pay regard to what is due to me as the sove- 
reign and as a brother, and that I, on my part, should promote her satisfaction 
and render her service. Further than this, whatever your Lordship shall desire, 
have the goodness to signify your pleasure to me, that I, who seek your satis- 
faction, may conform to it accordingly. 

With reference to what your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, 
that “ you have to regret the uniform disposition on my part to mark with my 
“ displeasure all those who are entitled to the protection and favour of the British 
“Government, and to exhibit the inefficacy of its counsels on points affecting the 
“ honour and interests of my Government,” I have to observe, that as I consider 
my prosperity and welfare to depend on the augmentation of the tics of friendship 
and union, and on the consolidation of the foundations of unanimity and concord 
with the British Government, and on the favour and kindness of your Lojrds):tip^ 
which hitherto have happily increased from day to day ; and as I deem attenffiqn 
to the interests, and consideration for those who have a title to the prqtecdon,of 
the British Government to be conducive to the increase of my ow,n reput;atipn, 
how is it possible that I should mark such persons with my displeasure ? If 
your Lordship had been kindly pleased to apprize me of the naipes .and condi* 
tioos of the persons alluded to, 1 should have entered into the particulars. How 
IS it possilde that L should turn away from the counsel and suggestions of the 
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PoIiUcal British Government after discussion and explanation, or that I should act con- 
2 thereto? At every time and every moment, I have acted, atjd continental: 

' .. /■ act, in conformity to the counsel and ativice of the British Government and the 
Endonre Resident; but, with respect to a matter of business, the accomplishment of 
» which does not appear to me to be practicable, and on which for my proper 
understanding of it discussions take place, your I.ordship will yourself be pleased 
to judge how my judgment can be satisfied with respect to it, or the accom- 
plishment of it can be contemplated. 

With respect to what your Lordship has written on the subject of my exerting 
my authority to restrain or punish my officers and Zemindars, who afford pro- 
tection and assistance to robbers and marauders, and to withhold them from 
the exaction of duties on merchandize in boats passing up and down, in violation 
of treaty, I assure your Lordship, that conformably to your wishes I have always 
been, and continue to be, ready and disposed to adopt measures for that pur- 
pose ; nor have I ever been neglectful or remiss in that respect. Accordingly, 
the seizure of the marauder, Budjha Sing, has always been, and is an object of my 
attention. If a copy of the letter from Major Baillie to my address, dated the 
14th of Rubbee-oos-sanee 1227(27th April 1812, A.D.), in reply to my letter of 
the preceding day, in which Major Baillie expresses his approbation of the 
measures pursued by me in this affair and his intention of transmitting it to 
your Lordship, that you might be apprized of the care and pains which I had 
taken to effect the seizure of the marauder in question, had been received by your 
Lordship before the despatch of your Lordship's letter, I am satisfied that you 
would not have had to express your regret and concern with respect to this point. 
The most positive orders and injunctions are at all times issued by me to tlie 
Aumils on this subject ; and what power have my Auniils and Zemindars to act 
contrary to my orders, and to aid and assist robbers and marauders? As it is 
not the practice of robbers and marauders, with reference to their own evil deeds, 
to fix their residence permanently in any one place, their detection and seizure 
must be attended with extreme trouble and difficulty. Thus, on the 6th of April 
last, Captain Maepherson proceeded with a detachment of British troops, with the 
utmost secrecy and caution, to the village of Jhcona, in my dominions, and sur- 
rounded it ; but after great and diligent search after Budjha Sing, was unable 
to find him. On the 4th of .lemadee-oos-sanee (14th June 1812, A. D.), several 
English officers stationed at Bheclaghaut set out wdth a body of horse and 
telingas (infantry) to surprise a band of robbers at Mulpoor, near Umree, a 
dependency of Pertaubghur, when after long and diligent search they succeeded 
in apprehending only one person, named Sheo Dut ; none of the other robbers 
and marauders could be found. Adverting, therefore, to the nature and habits of 
those who lead a predatory life, 1 am persuaded that your Lordship will not 
iihpute the want of success in apprehending and punishing them to any defici- 
ency of exertion or zeal on the part of the Aumils. Your Lordship will also be 
pleased to reflect, that disaffected persons and others, who have left my territo- 
ries and taken up their residence within the Company’s dominions, from whence, 
when opportunity offers, they make incursions into my country for the purpose 
of plunder, escape being apprehended and punished, notwithstanding the orders 
of the Resident, and the most active exertions of the Magistrates of the districts. 
With regard to the exaction of duties on merchandize, I har e at all times prohi- 
bited, and continue to prohibit such practices ; and your Lordship will be ap- 
prized, by the Residents communication, of the measures which I have lately 
adopt^ for that purpose. 

On the subject of the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, son of Hyder Beg Khan, 
your Lordship has written that you have little to add to the just and forcible 
observations contained in the Vice-President’s letter to my address of the 12th 
July 1811. The state of the case is this: Ilis Excellency the Vice-President 
wrote to me on the subject of compelling Akbur Alee Khan to make over to his 
brother, Hoosein Alee Khan, his just share of their family property, and of 
restoring.a certain allowance for thesuppprt of the latter. I have no knowledge 
whatever of the grant of the allowance alluded to, or of the correspondence of 
that period. At a former time, when Hoosein Alee Khan rented from my 
Obvernment the lands of Sundeela and Mtilleehabad, on his being turned out of 
those lands he paid the balances due to my Government, partly by borrowing 

money 
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money from the late Almas Alee Khan, and partly by raising it in M^hatever 
manner he could ; but he never stated anv claim of right to an allowance, nor 
did his elder brother, Akbur Alee Knan, make any claim. When the late 
Colonel Scott was Resident at my Court, no mention was ever made of the 
allowance alluded to ; and at the time of Lord Teignmouth’s visit to Lucknow, in 
when the treaty was concluded between the two Governments, on which occa- 
sion the stipends of many persons were confirmed, and of some augmented, and 
all points of business were settled and adjusted, I heard nothing of the allow- 
ance in question. In like manner, not a word was said about it in Lord Welles- 
ley's time, and no mention was made of it during the negotiation of the treaty. 

On various occasions 1 have accommodated Hoosein Alee Khan with loans of 
money on his application for that purpose ; sometimes of my own accord, at 
other times at the instance of the Resident ; hut if the Khan had had any know- 
ledge of the provision in question, he would have made an application to nre 
for its restoration. I must be excused, therefore, in not having granted that 
allowance. With respect to giving Hoosein Alee Khan his share of the familv 
property, his brother, Akbur Alee Khan, is still confined under a guard of 
British Troops, and Hoosein Alee Khan may take it from his brother in what- 
ever manner he can ; or let him point out where his father’s property is, that it 
may be given to him. The Resident having some time since repeatedly requested 
my permission for Hoosein Alee Khan's taking possession of some gardens and 
houses belonging to his late father, Hyder Beg Khan, I signified my consent, 
and the Khan is accordingly bent on digging and selling them, without fixing 
or specifying what his share is. As I am ready and willing to adopt any mea- 
sures by which Hoosein Alee Khan may obtain his just share of the property, 
whatever your Lordship shall be pleased to dictate with respect to causing Akbur 
Alee Khan to give up his brother's share, I will act accordingly. As 1 swerve 
not from the path of compliance with your Lordship’s wishes, if besides this 
there be any thing else which your Lordship is desirous of being done for Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan, 1 am ready to do it to the extent of my ability. 

As my ease, comfort, security, tranquillity, my power and authority in the 
regulation and administration of the affairs of my country, and the welfare and 
prosperity of my Government all depend on the favour and kindness of your 
Lordship, I entertain a confident persuasion, that by your kind care and atten- 
tion the foundations of my Government will daily be more and more strength- 
ened and consolidated. The execution and accomplishment of all matters con- 
nected with my Government, the interests of which are identified with those of the 
British Government, entirely depend on the favour and regard with which your 
Lordship may be pleased to consider them. If your Lordship will be graciously 
pleased to consider me to be entirely at your disposal, and, abstaining from all 
discussions, will kindly devote your time and attention to the promotion of my 
dignity and authority, all points will he happily arranged and accomplished. 
The sole wish of my heart is, that being enabled by your Lordship’s kindness and 
favour to pass the few days which may remain tome of this precarious existence 
in the possession qf honour, dignity, authority, and affluence, I may employ 
myself in expressing my sense of gratitude and obligation to your Lordship ; for 
in this transitory world I have no kind friend or protector to succour and assist 
me, save yourself. But should any question be agitated, God forbid that 1 
should think it proper to dispute a single point of what your Lordship may pro- 
pose ; nor will I ever do so. My hope and expectations are, that your Lordship, 
in the spirit of sincere and cordial friendship and affection, will watch over my 
interests at all times, and never for a moment be neglectful of them. 

• May the days of your Lordship's prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) Georox SwiNTOtr, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 
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From Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 

2 July 1813. The charge of the khoord muhl of the late Nawaub, ^ 

, » l>een attached to my household, in conformity to the treaty under the’ sig- 

the BhwlSini. Governor-General, Sir John Shore, and the office of Nazir to 

^ that njuhl was held on my part by Tuhseen Alee Khan, The persons composing 
the muhl, having lately become hostile to Tuhseen Alee Khan and having sus- 
oended his duty, made an application to his Excellency the Vizier fof another 
Nazir. His Excellency accordingly sent an eunuch, called Nusseem, to under- 
take that duty ; but as I did not approve of his nomination, I requested that he 
might be removed. With this request his Excellency ostensibly complied, 
while in his heart he was meditating a design of a different nature. , Nusseem 
having been removed, Mohummud Nukhut, an eunuch, was appointed by me 
to act as deputy on the part of Mohummud Tuhseen, to superintend the muhl 
and to distribute the stipends. The ladies of the muhl, instigated by the sons 
of the late Nawaub, Shuja-ood-Dowlah, who are the children of these women 
(many of them residing with their mothers in the muhl, and several of them at 
Lucknow), and acting with the secret concurrence and by the suggestion of his 
Excellency, refused to accept their stipends from Tuhseen Alee Khan, or to 
acknowledge him as Nazir, without any fault on his part or that of his deputy, 
and for several days excited clamour and disturbance. On that occasion I 
addressed a letter to the Resident, and requested that he would procure letters 
to be written by his Excellency, one to the ladies of the muhl for the purpose of 
composing the disturbances, and of inducing them to submit to the authority of 
my people in the management of the affairs of the muhl, and one to my address 
on the same subject. The Resident communicated my letter to his Excellency, 
but every argument was ineffectual, and his Excellency openly disregarded what 
I bad written : and according to what he had in view, all the persons composing 
the muhl, male and female, raising a great clamour and disturbance, suddenly 
came out of the muhl and proceeded to Lucknow. This occurrence has given 
me much pain. As the English gentlemen, and more especially your Lordship, 
are at all times cordially disposed to promote the interest and welfare of this 
Government, I now request that your Lordship will bepleased to issue instructions 
on the subject to Major Baillie, directing him to remonstrate with his Excellency, 
and, procuring the removal of all the evil advisers and instigators of these dis- 
turbances, to restore order in a suitable manner in the affairs of the muhl, and 
to continue Tuhseen Alee Khan in the office of Nazir, as he is an ancient ser- 
vant of our house, and is fully acquainted with all the duties attached to that 
situation ; for much danger to the interests of the muhl is to be apprehended, 
should a Nazir be nominated at the will of the Begums. 

I trust that your Lordship will issue positive instructions on thispointto M^or 
Baillie, so that these disturbances may be settled and tranquillity be restored. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) Geouge Swintov, 
Deputy Persian Si^cretary to Government. 
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Letter To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

fTom Resident at gjr ; 

Lucknow. jjj continuation of the subject of those portions of my despatch of the 

31 St ultimo, which have reference to the disorderly conduct of die ladies of the 
khoord muhl of Fyzabad, instigated and encouraged unquestionably by. die 
proceedings of his Excellency the Vizier, it is now my duty to report to you, 
for the further information of the Government, that a considerable number of 
those ladies have actually arrived at Lucknow in a most disreputable and disor- 
derly manner, and have taken up their residence in the Emambara. 

2. I have, however, the best reason to believe, that many of those misguided 
women have already repented of their proceetfings,* and are disposed to open 
a negotiation with their ancient and faithful Nazir, Mohummud Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, for the purpose of submitting to his authority and returning peaceably to 
Fyzabad. 
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3, 1 have instructed Tuhseen Alee Khan to take every possible advantage of 
the disposition which has thus been, evinced on the part of those ladies ; and 
though the result of their negotiation with Tuhseen, on their future conduct, 
in any respect, be of no other importance in my mind, than as it may reflect 
additional dishonour on themselves and their advisers, or tend to the recovery 
in some degree, of the character which they have lost, I deetn it to be highly 
probable that 1 shall soon have the satisfaction of reporting to you, for his 
Lordship in Council’s information, their peaceable return to Fyzabad, and 8ub> 
mission to the authority of the Nasir. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Sd September 1812. Resident. 
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Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 

I transmit to you, for the notice of the Government, the enclosed translations of 
letters which have since passed between her Highness and me. A translation of 
the Vizier’s letter to her Highness, which is frequently referred to in these docu- 
ments, is also transmitted by this despatch. 

2. It has occurred to me to suggest for consideration, the . possibility of the 
success of a negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier and with the Begum, for 
her Highness’s permanent residence in her. jagier, under arrangements for her 
security and comfort, to be made at the charge of this Government ; and if the 
measure of her Highness’s future residence in any part of the Vizier’s dominions 
be deemed preferable to her receiving an asylum within the Honourable 
Company’s territory, it might be advisable that this measure be proposed to the 
Begum by the Right Honourable the Governor-General directly, in his Lord 
ship’s answer to the letter which her Highness is now framing to his address. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

7th September 1812. Resident. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 1st instant, having 
reference to the departure of her Highness the younger Begum from Lucknow, 


To Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa. (Written the Ist Letter 

September 1812 .) Resident at 

^ Lucknow. 

The manner and contents of the Vizier’s letter to your Flighness, which I 
transmitted by a confidential messenger last night, were such, notwithstanding 
his Excellency’s delay in thus addressing your Highness, as when combined 
with the unequivocal a.ssuranccs of friendship and support which were conveyed 
to you by me, seemed to my own judgment to constitute a solid ground for the 
request which my messenger was instructed to submit to you, namely, that of 
your suspending your departure for a few days at the least, and maturely delibe- 
rating on the contents of his Excellency the Vizier’s letter. 


Your Highness was accordingly pleased to express your compliance with my 
request, and to promise remaining until Thursday ; and having never hitherto had 
the smailleSt reason to doubt your Highness’s good faith or sincerity, I relied 
with confidence bn your promise, and was preparing to address you in writing 
on the subject of your brother’s assurances in his letter of last night, when, to 
my infinity concera and surprise, your Vakeel announced your departure this 
morning to Pertaubgunge, in disregard or forgetfulness of your promise. 

If your Highness wore not fully convinced of the sincerity of my uniform 
of attachment and regard ; if you had not constantly eitpressed your 
implicit reliance on my friendshw ; if your Highness had not. had reason to be 
convinced that my object Wasless to detain you in Liucknow thaa to provide 
for your happiness and comfort, wherever your future residence might be fixed, 1 
might, have conjectured some reasonable pretext for this hasty and injudiebns 
. proceeding. 

But 
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Dot I will not presume to insinuate a repibach, in the|n«sent justly irritated 
state of your Highn^’s mind, which I deplore with every 'sentiment and feeling 
that the most cordiu friendship can excite. 

That your brother, his Excellency the Vizier, sincerely repents of his former 
conduct towards you, that he laments your departure from his capital and is 
himly resolved to promote your comfort in future, seems to me to be a reason- 
able inference from the tenor of his letter to. your address. 1 have already, in 
person, conveyed to you the nature of his assurances to me, and I have, in a 
manner, become bound to your Highness for his Excellency’s fulhlment of those 
assurances. 

If your Highness will be graciously pleased to consider these assurances for 
the future as some degree of atonement for the past, to bury the past in obli- 
vion, and to return to your palace in Lucknow, it will afford me the most genuine 
satisfaction to attend on your Highness at Pertaubgunge, to renew and confirm 
those assurances in person, and to conduct you, with every mark of respect for 
your high rank, to Lucknow, where your Highness may with confidence expect 
every possible degree of comfort and happiness during the remainder of your 
valuable life, whi^ I pray to Almighty God to prolong. 

But if my earnest and repeated entreaty on this point be unavailing, and no 
circumstances will induce your highness to resume )’our residence in Lucknow, 
I must, in this case, remind you of your solemn and positive promise to remain 
for a time in your jagier, till I receive and communicate to your Highness the 
answer to my reference to the Government ; and further, I must caution your 
Highness against the inevitably disagreeable consequences of any future inju- 
dicious haste. A precipitate retreat from the jagier, like your Highness’s depar- 
ture of this morning, would unquestionably be highly displeasing to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, who, like me, has your Highness’s 
prosperity and happiness at heart. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To the Begum, Shums-oou-Nissa. (Written the 2d September 1812.) 

I cannot express to your Highness the extent of the uneasiness and concern 
which I feel, by reason of your departure from this city to encounter all the incon- 
veniences of a journey, under circumstances of inadequate preparation, while 
your quitting your country and home, under any circumstances whatever, would 
necessarily fill me with apprehensiou. I am naturally still more alarmed, on 
learning tlie inadequate number of the party who have accompanied your 
Highness on this journey for the protection of your person and property. As 
a consideration for your Highness’s dignity, and the security of your person 
and property, have ever been matters of interest to the British Government, 
and particularly to me, I have deemed it proper to appoint a company of Sepoys, 
under the command of a British officer, to attend your Highness as an honorary 
guard, during the period of your absence from the capital. 


Your Highness will be pleased to give directions to some of the servants of 
your household to choose a proper place for the officer and company to encamp 
on, and to conduct them to it ou the officer’s approach. 


In pursuance of the intentions which I expressed to you in person, ywterday 
mmunicated to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, in such terms 
your Highness must approve, the intelligence of your departure fr^ this city 
ih a design to Uke upyiiur residence within the territory of the Honouwble 
impaoy ; and I entertain hopes that, in the course of twmity or thirty 
all receive a decisive answer on the subject. Until the expwation ctf that 
riod, I trust, whatever may happen, that your Highneu will continue to 
lide in your jagier, in expectation of an answer from the Government. Inis 

i^icc is dictated, you may be sure, by a cordial desire for your advantag^ mO 

1 beg 
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I beg that your Highness will conform* to it. I sliall await with anxiety the 
receipt, of your reply to this, af well as to my former letteri in order that the 
oi^cer and company may, inarch from hence to Pertaubgurige. . 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baii.lie, 

Resident. 


From her Highness the younger Begum. (Received the S8th Shabaun 4tli 

September 1812.) 

I have received your two letters of the 23d instant, one brought to me by a 
Chubdar, the other by a Shooter Suwar, and understood all the particulars 
which they convey. 

I acknowledge the justness of your observation, in taxing me with a breach 
of my Vr’ord and expressing your surprise on the occasion. The sorrow which I 
myself feel in consequence of this breach of my promise (a thing which never 
happened to me before) is not to be eradicated from my breast. But, under the 
influence of vexation and despair, what could 1 do ? Immediately on receiving 
the letter from my brother, the fear of his approach and conversation set fire to 
the fuel of patience ; and however sincerely desirous I was, and am, to evince my 
compliance with any suggestion of yours, which in no instance whatever I have 
hitherto disregarded, yet, by his tyranny and oppression, being reduced to the 
last extremity of forbearance, when human nature could endure no more, and it 
became impossible, under the disgrace I suffered, to prolong existence in this seat 
of tyranny, I lost all command of myself; and when, with the view to save ap- 
pearances, by attending to the* message which you cunimuuicated to me through 
Moonshee Ameer Hyder, I proposed putting oft' for a day or two (until Thurs- 
day) my departure, the agitation of iny heart, like the convulsions attending 
the separation of soul and body, was incapable of control ; and it is my firm per- 
suasion, that if I had not then left Lucknow, the bird of immortality would have 
escaped from the cage of existence. Under these circumstances, 1 trust, my con- 
duct will stand excused. If you reflect ou the many atrocious and undisguised 
acts of tyranny and oppression committed .against me by my brother himself, and 
by his unworthy servants under the sanction of his authority, astiiey have been 
repeatedly represented to you and to your predecessors in office, and applying 
them to yourself, consider the case with impartiality, you will confess that I have 
borne them with every possible degree of patience, and that if you had yourself 
felt but a portion of niy sufferings, you would have at once broken the oonds of 
restraint, and have obeyed the first impulse of your feelings. In this state of 
mind, you will admit that the tendency of my brother’s remark to me, that he 
is ignorant of the cause of my distress, is to renew iny pain by throwing salt on 
the old wound. The inferior rank of others is no concern of mine, neither do I 
wish to impose notions of iny own consequence on any one, but the sharp 
pointed steel of his pen has inflicted a still deeper M’uund in his remark, that bis 
grief at iny departure is occasioned chiefly by the distress to which it will expose 
my p'erson, and the scandal it may create among those who are ignorant of the 
true state of circumstances ; for which reason he advises me to drop my inten- 
tion, and to accept of his future services. The degree of my brother’s discern- 
ment is perhaps exalted beyond the capacity of ordinary minds, and he thus found 
out the true cause of my vexation and desire to depart, to be no more than the 
melancholy and morbid state of my mind, or perhaps something much worse and 
more disgraceful to my r^utation. To inform the ignorant of the real state of 
circumstances, has therefore become incumbent on me ; and with regard to his 
promises of future service, their nature is clearly proved by the experience of 
jast events, which are known to all. During his residence at Benares, the arzees 
le addressed to me, containing offers and promises of services, arc still in my 
.possession. The fulfilment of tliose offers and promises has already satiated me 
with life ; what more can remain to be done bv him ? But even this insincere 
offer, you may be assured, has been made only at your desire ; for, of himself, 
he conld never be disposed to drop the former domineering tone of authority. 
Although the pains inflicted by the oppressions of my - brother have long been 
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insupportable, yet God is niy witness, that I have never mentioned them to you 
without pain, lest the knowledge of them should give you uneasiness ; it being 
the necessary effect of reciprocal inendsbip to create participation in the suflFer- 
ings of a friend ; and my repeated experience of your zealous representations in 
my behalf, founded on the consideration due to my rank, and to the friendship 
subsisting between the late Vizier and the British Government, left me no room 
to doubt of your friendship. But it was evident that you had no power to 
accomplish any thing in my behalf, and that sympathy and the dictates of a 
feeling heart were all that you could oppose to the cruel tyranny of my brother. 
Yet your sympathy is, perhaps, the only cause under God which has preserved 
me from the guilt of suicide ; and my obligations to you, on this account alone, 
are such as I can never repay. The proper return to you, on my part, for all your 
kind concern about me, was certainly that you should derive pleasure from my 
communidations, instead of my proving always the source of trouble to you by 
the relations of my distress. 1 feel, on this account, the deepest regret. U was 
never certainly my wish to cause the ‘least uneasiness to you, wh6 ‘hkve dbewn 
such respect for my rank and my feelings ; but my conduct has been influenced 
exclusively by the tyranny which I have experienced from my brother, and on 
this ground I claim your forgiveness. One other request and I have done. The 
compassion which you feel for me demands that you desist from urging a dying 
person, as I am, on the subject of a return to Lucknow, and that you consider 
the bare mention of my return, like the relapse of a mortal disease, to be the 
signal of immediate destruction. I purpose shortly, please God, after recovering 
a little from the pressure of the afflictions by which I am attacked, to write an 
account of my condition to the Right Honourable the Governor-General ; firmly 
hoping that as his Lordship is informed of the real state of circumstances, both 
from your communication and my own former letters, he will consider the 
oppressions I suffer with all the favour due to the former friendship of the late 
Vizier, and to the exalted rank of the blessed martyr, my father, the Nawaub 
Vizier Eatomad-ood-Dowlah Kummer-ood-Deen Khan, and rescue me from 
further disgrace. From the wisdom and justice of the English, by which, they 
are distinguished by heaven, and from his Lordship, renowned for every human 
excellence as well as for exalted rank and station, I shall expect with confidence 
a favourable answer to my letter, and that his Lordship, well aware that to 
express a wish for my return to the city must be the same as his pronouncing 
my death, \vill abstain from any mention of it in his letter. I accede, however, 
to your desire of my remaining where I am for twenty or thirty days, and beg 
you will not entertain the least doubt of my adhering to my word. If, agreeably 
to my hopes, within the period here mentioned 1 should experience the kind 
protection of your Government, it will be consonant to its wisdom and justice, 
otherwise, “When the soul, unconscious of guilt, is prepared for eternity, 
“ it is of no consequence whether it meet death on a throne or on the ground.” 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa. (Received the 5th Sep- 
tember 1812.) 

1 have had the pleasure of receiving your friendly letter, expressing the 
concern which you felt at my departure, and informing me that you had 
appointed a company of Sepoys, under the command of an English officer, as 
a guard for my protection. This communication imparted vigour to both my 
body and mind. The anxiety and regret which you tell me you felt in conse- 
quence of my departure from the city prove the excess of your friendship. Jt is 
natural that the sentiments of friendship in the minds of the worthy and 
volent, should at first sight, and until the circumstances bd maturely cohuder^ 
create the anxiety which you describe ; and as Almighty God has distinguished 
the English nation above all others by an abundant share of the qumities of 
virtue and benevolence, such feelings must be expected from thepi ip. a still 
more particular degree. Hje fatigues and distresses of the journey may bb as 

great 
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great as.you suf^wM ; twt when cmnpared with the distresses I have suffered, 
from the oppression • and the tyranny of ray brother, they are ho more than a 
grain of mustard-seed compared with the mountain of Alburz. From this, in 
fact, you may conceive what I have suffered, that 1 quit my native country and 
my home without any preparations for my comfort, and consider this banish- 
ment but light, when compared with the evils which I quit. But now, in a 
particular degree, when your kind assistance has provided me with the means 
of protection, as well as other proofs of your respect, my cares and apprehensions 
with regard to the journey are banished, nor can any thing further occur to 
distress or to irri.tate my mind. Be assured that wherever 1 go, my mind and 
my tongue will be employed in contemplating and declaring your virtues, and 
the obligations which your friendship has imposed on me. 

In my answer to your former letters 1 assured you of my compliance with 
your desire of remaining some time in the jagier. Receive the repetition of 
my assurance, that without your concurrence and advice, I shall not proceed any 
further. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident, 


From His Excellency the Vizier to Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon Nissa* 

(Written the 31st August 1812.) 

I have recently heard, with extreme' grief and concern, that your Highness 
entertains the design of quitting this city. As your Highness is one of the 
heads of our family, and none of the heads of our family has ever hitherto formed 
such a design, 1 lament that your Highness should have formed such a resolu- 
tion, and should expose yourself to the hardships of a journey. 

It is obvious that, wherc'^er you go, the governor and princes only of that 
country, to whom your elevated rank may be known, can treat you with the 
proper attention : whereas, in this country you are known to all, and every 
description of the people must respect you. 

Your quitting this city is altogether improper and unbecoming. Such an 
occurrence has never happened before. Your Highness’s residence here is an 
honour and an ornament to the city, as well as a source of pleasure and happi- 
ness to me. 1 am totally ignorant of the cause of your displeasure ^ and, at 
all events, your departure can tend to no other purpose than my grief and con- 
cern, from a contemplation of the distresses to which it must expose you, and 
the discredit which must be attached to it by those who are unacquainted with 
the circumstances of the case. 

On all these grounds, I request your Highness to desist from this design, and 
to relinquish your hasty resolution. I am ready to serve you in every possible 
way ; and if you agree to this proposal of mine, I shall attend you, and repeat 
those assurances in person. What can 1 say more ? 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baii.lie, 

Resident. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir; 

1. His Excellency the Vizier has this instant transmitted to me a letter to 
the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the subject of 
which is litnited to the question of the superintendence of the Khoord Muhl, 
and thd' dejiatture of her Highness, the younger Begum, from Lucknow. A 
separate reply to the other points of the Governor-General’s letter to his Excel- 
lency, under date the 8th of May last, is promised, after a further discussion of 
those points between his Excellency and me. 

«. The 


Bengal Political 
Conaultotions, 

2 .July 1818. 

Letter 

from the Begum. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


Letter 
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Letter 

fimn Kesident at 
Lucknow. 


a. The tenor of my letter to your address, under date tl^e Slst ultimo, appears 
to my own judgment to supersMe the necessity for an^ . remarks on the state- 
ments or documents which are conveyed by the Vizier in his letter to the Kieht 
Honourable the Governor-General. 

3. With a reference to the recent clamour and disorderly conduct of the ladies 
oftheKhoord Mtihl, his Excellency’s statements and the letters of those ladies, 
containing complaints against Tunseen Alee Khan, are so’ entirely and so 
satisfactorily refuted by the nature of the clamour itself, and the character of 
Tuhseen, in the first place, by bis Excellency’s former letter to tlie ladies in 
answer to their complaints against the Nazir, and by the uniform conduct and 
written declarations of those ladies themselves, with regard to Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, (until instigated to their present proceedings by his Excellency’s secret 
advice,) as well as further by the daily reports of my news-writer at Fyzabad, 
and by the remonstrances of her Highness the Bhow Begum, that it seems to 
me to be a waste of time to enlarge on the manifest inaccuracy and perverseness 
of the fads and arguments^ by which his Excellency would still attempt to 
evade the provisions of his obligation to the Begum, under the Honourable 
Company’.s guarantee. 


4. 1 transmit copies and translations of three letters from the principal ladies 
of the inuhi, and bearing the seals of a still greater number of them, which 
were written to Tuhseen Alee Khan a few months before his supersession, and 
liave been submitted by me to the Vizier, in the hope of convincing his Excel- 
lency of the absurdity of any attempt to represent the present clamours of these 
ladies as the dictates of their own free will. In addition to those documents, I 
shall transmit to the Persian Department a number of reports from my news- 
writer at Fyzabad, and other original documents in Persian, which it is impossible 
now to translate with the view of their forming numbers of this despatch. 


5. It is worthy of particular remark, that the character and conduct of those 
women of the khoord mubi, who are the chief instigators of the others in their 
present disorderly proceedings, have ever been disreputable in the extreme ; that 
they have frequently, on former occasions, during the government of the late 
Nawaub, Asuf-ood-Dowiah, and since his Excellency the present Vizier’s acces- 
sion to the musnud, been known to quit their habitations without any adequate 
cause ; and that their disgraceful conduct on this occasion is different from 
their former practices, merely in as far as it has been produced and encouraged 
by the Vizier's advice and support, which are now no longer a secret, the whole 
of their letters and complaints being known to be drafted in his presence, or 
by persons appointed by his Excellency for the purpose of guiding their pro- 
ceedings. A number of the most respectable women of the muhl, who are 
still residing at Fyzabad in submission to the will of the Begum, are perfectly 
satisfied with the reinstatement of their ancient and faithful Nazir. 


6. With regard to the remaining complaints tvhich are stated in his Excel- 
lency’s letter against her Highness the Bhow Begum (a number of those in his 
former letter have been withdrawn), the only one which .seems worthy of notice 
i.s that of her Highness’s declining to come forward with pecuniary aid to his 
Excellency, at the time of Lord Wellesley s visit to Lucknow. It does not appear 
from my records, nor from any information before me, that a request of pecuniary 
aid from her Highness was ever made by the Vizier ; but, at all events, it seems 
a singular instance of her Highness’s breach of the obligation referred to by his 
Excellency, which is evidently an obligation on his own part alone, and inwlves 
no specific stipulation on the part of the Begum, that her Highness should 
have refused to supply his Excellency with ' money under any emergency 
whatever. 

7. With a refereucc to his Excellency’s complaints against her Highness the 
younger Begum, impartial justice compels me to declare that they are,, for tJie 

‘most part, tctully 'grbbridless, as has been establislwd beyond bduubt, in 
documents already before the Government, or forming a part of the rcbords of 
my office, which it appeared to me to be superfluous to translate. 

8. The Begum did ceitainly, ou one occasion, authorize licr servants to take 
potaession of a very small portion of the vacant and rulodUs buitditi^ adjacent 
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to lior teaidience, wilii the view' chiefly of repairing them to [jrevcnt accidents to 
her servants, and eventually of converting them to the increase of her own 
inadequate accommodation. The Vizier objected to and opposed this trifling 
' encroachment in a harsh and ungenerous manner, and her Highness relinquished 
it by iny advice. The opportunity of inspecting her Highness's habitation 
afforded to me at my recent visit, was sufficient to prove to me fts total 
inadequacy to her comfort, and the illi(;erality, in this respect, of his Excellency’s 
conduct towrards her Highness. 

9. Her Highness’s purchase or forcible possession of land, or other j>roperty, 
without paying the full price of it, is an accusation the most erroneous and 
perverse. Her Highness Was in terms of purchase of a small spot of ground 
contiguous to her residence, on the bank of the Goointie, with the view of 
building a house on it. The Zemindar or proprietor (nominally in this country) 
of the ground had agreed to sell it to her Highness for a nmderate sum, arid the 
Vizlerj or his servants by his orders, prevented the conclusion of the bargain, 
and instigated a false complaint on the part of the Zeminflar, who refused 
ultimately to part with his ground, and her flighness relinquished her intention. 

10. Of a similar nature is the complaint of her detaining the child of a Syyed 
by force as a slave, in opposition to the will of its parents. A long correspond 
denceon this subject took place between his Excellency the Vizier, her Highness 
the Begum, and me, which is referred to iu one or two, if I mistake not, of 
my former despatches to your address. 

1 1. In the progress of this correspondence it was proved, that her Highness 
(as is the universal custom of this country) observing accidentally a helpless 
female infant, the offspring of indigent parents, who possessed not the means of 
its support, had adopted the child as her own, had entertained the mother as a 
servant to nurse it, and had given a sum of money to the father for his support ; 
that the child grew up under the Begum's care, was treated with maternal kind- 
ness, and repaid that kindness in such a manner as to create maternal affection 
in the heart of the Begum, who had ultimately resolved to bestow the young 
woman in marriage on some deserving dependant of her own. The father, a 
worthless person, taking advantage of her Highness’s growing fondness for his 
daughter, repeated and increased his pecuniary demands against the Begum, to 
a degree which excited her indignation, and he then complained to the Adawlut 
of the forcible detention of his daughter as a slave. This complaint, encou- 
raged certainly, if not instigated by the Vizier, was referred to me by his Excel- 
lency, and by me submitted to the Begum for redress. 

12. Her Highness, injudiciously, at first combined her right of purchase 
from the father (which, by the way, is universally recognized and admitted in 
this country) with the title of a parent by adoption proceeding on the father’s 
consent ; and this plea, when repeatedly opposed by the Vizier, I deemed 
it to be my duty to reject, and her Highness reluctantly abandoned it, in com- 
pliance with my decision. She further expressed her resolution to give up the 
child if I required it, declaring at the same time, that she considered the infant 
as her own, and that their separation would overwhelm her with grief. 1 now 
entreated his Excellency to accede to her Highness’s wishes, and to admit of 
her compromising the complaint by satisfying the worthless father of her adop- 
tive child or prot6g6e. 

13. In this manner above a year and a half ago I was enabled to settle, as 
1 believed, to the satisfaction of all the parties, a most unpleasant and vexatious 
dispute, which forms the subject of the principal complaint that is now adduced 
by his Excellency against the unfortunate widow of his brother, the descen- 
dant of ancestors by far more illustrious than his own. 

14. Any further comment on the tenor of his Excellency’s letter to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General were manifestly an unprofitable 
encroachment on his Lordship’s valuable time. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

9th September 18H. Resident. 

5 U From 


Bengal jpoliticoil 
CDnsiiltatiooe, 

2 .July 1813. 

Letter 

from Residoit at 
Lucknow. 
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Consultations, 
S July ISIS. 

Letters frotn the 
Ladies of the 
KbotfdMidiL 


From Doolhun Begum, and seven other Ladies of the Khoord Muhl to 
Tuhseen Alee Khan. (No date.) 

We have beard that Hoshmund Alee Khan, the faithless villain, is about to 
be appointed our darogba, which God forbid ! 

We were never happy under this person, and food and drink are unlawful 
to us since the intelligence of his appointment arrived : our lives and honour 
are at stake. When we refused to submit to the Begum we were perfectly 
satisfied with you, whom we consider as the light of our eyes ; our life and 
honour are still with you. If this intelligence, which God forbid, should be 
confirmed, we swear by the Holy Imams, that we will proceed bareheaded to 
Golab Baree (Shooja-ood>Dowlah*s tomb), and that no consideration on earth, 
even a lac of rupees per mensem,' will induce us to submit to such an arrange-, 
ment. At your bands, and with you, beggary, nay starvation, will be agreeable 
to us. We will proceed with you to Kerbelaw. Reproach us not hereafter 
for what may happen. We have given you timely information : if you forsake 
us and relinquish your office, we will no longer retain our lives. Consider a 
little written on this subject as a great deal. In the time of Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
when Hoshmund was our darogha, the Nawaub ordered twenty thousand rupees 
for us, and that villain appropriated the whole to himself. When we taxed him 
with this conduct he gave us his bond for the sum, and we hold his bond to 
this day : so great a thief is Hoshmund. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From the same to the same. (No date.) 

At length we have received your letter and understood the whole of its con- 
tents. The intelligence of your returning health has delighted our hearts. 
May God preserve you a hundred and thirty years in health and happiness, for 
the sake of Mohummud and his posterity. 

You write, that we know nothing of the Hindee calculation of time. That 
is very true } but we know that our stipends were originally fixed on the 13th 
of the month of Mohurrum, and that this is the proper account. Our friend, 
you will take care that the account be fairly acljusted. You know better than 
we do. If you possessed the power, we are sensible that you would give each 
of us separately thousands of rupees, and that we should no longer be plagued 
by our creditors. God knows, and is our witness, that we love you more than 
our nearest relations. If we urge you on the subject of our claims and 
accounts, it is because all our dependence is on you, and- to whom else could 
we apply ? But your pleasure is all that we wish for. We agree to take one 
month at your desire, notwithstanding the distress which it will occasion. On 
the 13th of Ramzaun four months were due to us, and the fifth is now in its 
progress ; we are, therefore, distressed beyond measure. Send in two months 
from Lucknow, and order a month to be paid to us here, to relieve us in some 
degree. Our friend, two circumstances distress us particularly : first, that in 
the time of the late Nawaub we received only five or six months in the year, and 
that now twelve months are paid to us, yet we suffer reproach from incum- 
brance in a greater degree than formerly ; secondly, that you should threaten 
to relinquish your office : let the pen of the writer never convey such a remark 
to us again. Inform us of the day of your bathing, that the vows which we 
have made may be performed. Send an answer to this letter immediately. If 
you give us up, then where are we, where this muhl, where the city of Fyzabad? 
In such an event we must seek the plains of Kerbelaw ! Of this truth be assured. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

From 
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From Kummeivoon-Nissa B^um, and seven other Ladies of the MubI, 
to Tuhseen Alee Khan. (No date.) 

The intelligence of your having bathed on your recovery has been a cause 
of delight to our hearts. We had long by day and by night prostrated our- 
selves before God to solicit this blessing, that you might be preserved over our 
heads, whose honour and happiness depend on you. 

You complain that Bebroze has been occupied for two months in explaining 
matters to us, and that we refused to receive his explanation : you have also 
written, that we seemed in secret to wish for your removal, and if so, that we 
should plainly speak out. This is all a mistake upon your part. While we live, 
we wish for no person but you, and can never consent ‘to your removal: 
banish, therefore, this erroneous conception from your mind. Do with us 
whatever you please ; send us only three months allowance on the expiration 
of the month of Ramzaun. We never complained of your deducting one or 
two months from our allowance ; we stated merely, that the intercalary month 
had been stopped, and that thus, in three years, a month’s allowance had been 
lost to us. May God preserve his Excellency and you. We trust that here- 
alter we shall receive sicca rupees, and be indebted for this addition to your 
kindness. W^e say nothing for the present year ; but next year it is our, inten- 
tion to insist on the payment of our allowance in siccas, and of this we inform 
you beforehand. 

It seems ihat you have written to Doolhun Begum to explain all matters to 
us, and to endeavour to satisfy our minds. To what purpose was this ? Is she 
greater than we are, that we should attend to her explanations ? If we be satis- 
fied, wo must be satisfied by you ; if dissatisfied, to you express our dissatisfac- 
tion. We are all here on. a level, and there is no one greater than another: 
of this truth be assured. Doolhun Begum is the daughter of Alee Beg ; but 
who is she, that she should cause us to understand ? This is all an erroneous 
conception. Our understandings are equal to hers, and we act from our own 
judgment, without reference to her or any other. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Bengal roKticU 
Consul tMiona, 

2 July 1813. 

Letter from the 
Ladies at' the 
Khoord MubI. 


To Jolin Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral, which is referred .to in my despatch of this date to the Chief Secretary to 
Government. A Paiiiian copy of a letter which I deemed it to be my duty to 
address to his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of his letter to the Gover- 
nor-General, and copies of several papers of intelligence and other documents 
having reference to the superintendence of the Khoord Muhl, (which it has 
been found impracticable to translate), are also transmitted by this despatch, 
with a view to convey the most ample and satisfactory information regarding 
every point that is stated in his Excellency’s letter, without any unnecessary 
delay. 

I have, Sec. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

9th September 1812. Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 20th September 1812.) 

After expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to acknowledge 
the receipt of your kind letter of the 8th of May last, replete with sentiments 
of friendship and regard, the contents of which I have fully understood. 
Having written an answer to the points contained in your Lordship’s letter, .1 
«ent my reply to Major Baillie, and after a discussion of some of its contents, 

it 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 
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S«n|«l PtiUtical it will shortly bo transmitted to your Lordship. Some strange becurrencea 
having lately taken place here, rramely, the departure of the ladles of the 
muhls from Fyzabad, and their arrival at Lucknow in a state of the utmost 
Latter wretchedness, distraction, and misery, the departure of her Highness the 
from ^ Vicior. Bhabee Begum (Shums-oon«Nissa) in the most ungracious manner from this 
city towards her own jagier, and her ordering her Khassburdars and other 
attendants to march with their matchlocks lighted, and ready to hre at any one 
who should oflfer to stop them, I consider it to be my duty to state the real 
circumstances lor your Lordship’s information. The aflair of the ladies of the 
muhls is this : Some time ago letters having been repeatedly addressed to me 
by these ladies, and they having come out of their muhls and excited clamour 
and disturbance, and it appearing certain to me from the contents of their 
letters that they were in the highest degree dissatisfled with Mohummud Tuh- 
seen Alee Khan, and that they would shortly proceed to bring dishonour and 
disgrace upon themselves, I repeatedly called upon Tubseen Alee Khan to 
propose some measure which would have the effect of composing those clamours 
and disturbances. The Khan proposed nothing but measures of severity and 
menaces, such as I could not employ, and which would have been injurious to my 
reputation, and would have provoked the Begums to put an end to their lives. 
I saw no other expedient but that of appointing some other person as Nazir 
in the room of Tuhseen Alee Khan. Being thus without remedy, 1 nominated 
Mohummud Nusseem Alee Khan, on the recommendation of Afreen Alee 
Khan, and that person accordingly proceeded thither, and pacified and appeased 
all the ladies of the muhls ; and all these ladies, welUpleased, returned into 
the muhls, and desisted from further clamour and disturbance. In the inter* 
val. Major Baillie made a representation to me, for the purpose of restoring 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office of Nazir. I replied that I was ready to 
restore him, but that the Khan must first propose a plan which should have the 
effect of putting an end to the clamours and disturbances of the Begums, and 
of inducing them not to come out of the muhls, a proceeding which V^ould be 
attended with dishonour and disgrace. Major Baillie spoke to the Khan : the 
Khan did not suggest any plan. On this account 1 was deliberating about his 
re*appointment, when your Lordship’s letter arrived. Major Baillie took that 
opportunity to make a second representation to me on the subject of restoring 
the Khan to the office of Nazir and giving him an honorary dress. I sent an 
honorary dress to the Khan, and gave him in charge a letter to the ladies of 
the muhls. The Khan gave the honorary dress to Nukhut, Khaujeh Sera 
(eunuch), and deputed him to Fyzabad. The ladies of the muhls, immedi- 
ately on hearing the intelligence of Nukhut’s receiving an honorary dress, came 
out of the muhls and raised a greater clamour and disturbance than before. 
Afterwards letters were brought to me from those ladies, stating the circum- 
stances of their distress and the hardships and misery of their situation, and 
complaining of Nukhut, the deputy of Tuhseen Alee Khan. Out of a regard 
to the representations of Major Baillie I returned no answer, and many of their 
letters which came to me I sent to him. When no attention was paid by any 
one to their situation, the ladies of the muhls, submitting to undergo the 
fatigue and difficulties of travelling, some on foot, and some in carriages of 
various descriptions, came to Lucknow in a miserable and wretched plight, 
without tents or awnings. The enclosed copies of eight letters from them, and of 
a statement transmitted to me by my brother, Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, who 
accompanied them on their journey from Fyzabad, will afford j^our Lordship 
detailed information respecting their situation. Disgrace and dishonour, such 
as never before sullied our reputation, have now been brought on my house, 
and the circumstances have become notorious to all the world. In requiring 
the Khan to propose a plan to me, as before alluded to, the sole object, which 
from the first I had in view, was to prevent the disgrace and degradation which 
have now occurred, and which will continue to take place. Had the Khan 
thought of a plan, this misfortune and disgrace would not have come to pass. 

With reference to what your Lordship has written on the subject of the 
engagement concluded between her Highness the Lady-mother (Bhow Beguns) 
and me, in the month of February 1798, according to my proraiee, 1 have never 
been guilty of any remissness or neglect in shewing her every degree of respect 

and 
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and attention, 'and in doing every thing to promote her convemenee futd com- 

fort; but, on the part of the Begum, the reveraeof what isoootained in the 

en^gement, viz., that, whenever r^uiaite, she will afford iiie. {«vdty'< degree of ^ ^ 

friendship and assistance in toy affairs, has taken phme ;.fori.onthe.eecasion of Ltuar : 

Marquess Wdlesley’s coming to Lucknow, it having become necemry-fitr me to Viuwt 

pay a sum of money into Hm Company’s treasury, her Highness did notaffbrd 

me any assistance whatever. As the eng^ment abovementioned, tbeBritish 

Government is the guarantee of all the ai&irs of .the Begum, it becomes incuoi- 

beUt on it to devise means that the Begutn may pay to me such a sum of money 

as may affbrd ine assistance ; and that in future, whenever it may be requisite^ 

she may manifest her friendship and afford me asmstance. 

With reference to what your Lordship has written, whether the appointment 
** of a person of my own selection to coUed the revenue of the jaidad and dis- 
** tribute it to the ladies of tlie muhl,” and so forth, I have to inform your 
Lordship, 1. never appointed a person to collect the revenues of the jaidad. I have 
not removed the person who is appointed on the part of the Begum to receive the 
revenues of the jaidad. The fact is this : TheBegum received the revenues of tlie 
jaidad by the hands of an officer (Aumil) of her own nomination, and sent the 
amount of the stipends through Tuhseen Alee Khan, who on my part Ixeld tlie 
office of Nazir of the deorhees ; when the distribution of the stipends was made, 
and every matter of business, great or small, relating to the deorliees, which 
arose, was submitted by the Khan to me, and executed by him according to iny 
orders. Your Lordship will be kindly pleased to ascertain, that her Highness 
had no right of interference in tlie distribution of the stipends of the muhis, 
or in their reduction 'or augmentation, or in any other matters connected witli 
the deorhees, and that she never exercised any superintendence over the affairs 
of the Khoord Muhl. The receipts of the ladies of the muhl were always 
brought } and if any of the persons in the muhis died, the charge of the 
funeral ceremonies devolved upon me. Had the ladies of the muhl under- 
stood that the Begum was vested with the superintendence of the affairs of 
the muhl, they would never have agreed to it. This is evident from the 
clamour and disturbance and other proceedings which have now taken place. 

With respect to what is contained in the engagement, tiiat the stipends of the 
muhis shall be paid by the hands of the Begum, it does not appear to me that, 
by that stipulation, the ladies of the muhis shall be subject to the authority 
of the Begum. Your Lordship will be pleased to judge whether or not I am 
the master (waifris) of the ladies of the muhl i whether or not the manage- 
ment of the muhis is a part of my household concerns ; whether or not the 
honour of the ladies of the muhl is identiffed with iny honour } whether or 
not, by the treaty, 1 ought to have a control over my household concerns, 
and whether it be proper or becoming in me to acquiesce in the dishonour and 
disgrace of those ladies. 

With regard to w'hat your Lordship has written respecting the severe distress 
and vexation experienced by her Highness Shuins-ooii-Nissa Degum, and that 
“ you have received copies of the letter which the Resident addressed to me on 

that subject, under dale the 1st of April, and of the letter from her Highne.ss to 
“ the Resident to which it refers,” an<i that your Lordship “ concurs entirely in 
*' the sentiments expressetl in the Resident’s letter,” land that your Lordship has 
“ directed the Resident to make an application to me on this subject, and to request 
“ that I would redress the grievances of w hich the Begum has reason to complain,,’’ 
tlie case is this : I am ready to redress any grievance of which the Begum can 
justly complain, and at no time have I ever concurred in or permitted nny 
molestation or cause of grievance to her Highness, nor has ever such a tbc^^l; 
entered, or cah it enter into my mind. On the other hand, however, .several 
petty acts on the part of the Begum have occurred, which are a cause 
auceand distress to some poor people, and a source of vexation to me 
for example, as taking the property of another and. not paying the price df^^'or 
occupying a piece of ground without the consent of the owners; nay,' ah# av'en 
detained in her muhl the daughter of a poor injured Syyed ; and when 4h>a|atber 
complained, she said that she had purchased the atkl, nor would she aUrad to 
the representation of the Resident in his behalf Your Lordship will Ire pleased 
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■todetertnine wltether the «ale of aMu88ulinaoi8pennittedbvtbeM(^oinedanlaW’; 
tier H»ghne88ha8 ateo poeeessed herself of several places ^longing to me. Be 
pleased to weigh diis well, whether any one takes possession of the property of 
another without the ccmsent of the proprietor. This also I overlookeo. Her 
Highness, moreover, has entirely given up the observance of those appearances 
and external forms, which are suitable to the relation in which we stand to each 
other of hrother and sister; and when she is expostulated with on such points, 
she prepares to leave the dty, and she frequently remarks, how can she remain a 
subject in a place where she possessed the rule. And with respect to settling 
the affairs of her jagier, on which she has spoken to me, if any difficulty is made 
about sending my people there, she makes it a subject of complaint; and if my 
people are sent, she accuses them of plunder. At the time when the Resident 
spoke tome on the subject of settling the business of the bazar attached to her 
rleorhee, aud of making an allowance in money in place of the khassa (victuals) 
which are furnished to her Highness from my household, I replied, “ let lier 
” Highness observe the forms of respect which are due to my rank as sovereign, 
“ and the obligations of fraternal affection, and on my part, to the extent of my 
“ ability, there shall be no failure in the manifestation of my duty towards her, 
■** as one of the heads of the family, or in the cultivation of her good will.” 
Major Baitite asked me if what he should submit to my consideration in this 
affair would be agreeable to me. I replied, “certainly.” At length it was 
settled, that Major Baillie should repair in person to her Highness’s deorhee, 
and reason and expostulate with her. A reconciliation rested accordingly on 
the success of the Resident's expostulation. In the end, however, the Resident 
did not repair in person to the Begum. Your Lordship will be pleased to deli- 
berate maturely, whether any or what improper request has been made by me, 
and what cause of grievance to her Highness has arisen on my part. Her High- 
ness will not consent to a reconciliation ; nay, she declares that she has made a 
solemn vow to heaven never to see such a one’s face, meaning me. Your Lord- 
ship will be pleased to judge whether it is her Highness who does not listen to 
the representation of the Resident, or whether it is I. It is my wish that her 
Highness should, in all matters, pay regard to what is due to me, as the sove- 
reign and as a brother, and that I, on my part, should promote her satisfaction 
and render her service. Notwithstanding so much consideration towards her 
Highness on my part, she formed the determination to quit this city ; upon which 
I transmitted a letter to her, enclosed in one to the address of the Resident, and 
omitted no intreaties, arguments, or professions of consideration and regard for 
her, offering to wait upon her in person. Copies of my letters to her Highness 
anri to Major Baillie, and of Major Baillie’s reply, I have the honour to enclose 
for your Lordship’s information. Her Highness, without paying any attention 
to my arguments and kind and conciliatory expressions, and without returning 
any answer to my letter, left Lucknow and proceeded to her jagier. A copy of 
the letter which she addressed to Major Baillie, under date the :^8th Shabaun (4th 
September 1812), was transmitted by him to me, and I now enclose it for your 
Lordship’s notice. Your Lordship will be pleased to observe in what terms of 
conciliation and regard I have addressed her Highness, and in what terms she 
has expressed herself of me to the Resident, paying no regard whatever either to 
my rank as the sovereign, or to the relation in which I stand to her as a brother. 
The same questions had been agitated between us from former times, but never 
did her Highness proceed to take the step she has now taken, nor has she once 
reflected on this, that the terms in which she has expressed herself of me will not 
be agreeable to the Resident, in consideration of the friendship and union which 
subsist between the Honourable Company and me. 

May the days of your prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) Geoboe Swinton, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 

Enclosures 
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Encldsur^s iti th6 foregding Letter from the Natratib Vizier. 

Tramlation of a Copy (f a latter from Doolhun Begum to his Excellency the 

Nazeaub Vizier. 

It has been reported W rtie that your Excellency, from motives of regard for 
the reputation of Tuh^een Alee Khan and a desire to please him, does not intend 
to remove him from the office of Nazir. This is surprising. In all the world 
the honour and reputation of father and mother, and one’s own, are dearer than 
those of any other person : how then can it be, that the reputation of a male ot 
female slave should be of more value with your Excellency than ours ? Woe is 
me, of this life, if this be the fact I Accursed be such a state of existence ! When 
1 and the odier ladies of lire muhl have been forsaken by your Excellency, and 
been exposed to be insulted by a slave of the late Nawaub Asuf>ood>Dowlah, we 
ought to be ashamed to live longer in the world. Your Excellency knows well 
that we have no dispute but on one point, the Nazirship of Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
to which we do nut consent. When your Excellency, who is our natural patron 
and protector and the defender of our rights, is not well disposed towards us, who 
is this Nazir r We know not what this vengeance from heaven is which has 
overtaken us. Till now we have considered that we lived on the bounty of your 
Excellency, but should the Nazir not be removed we shall certainly consider it 
to be the bounty of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and wc wish not to live on the bounty 
of a perfidious slave, who every moment uses reproachful language towards us, 
and will not allow an account of our situation or our letters to reach your Ex- 
cellency. A letter is half a personal meeting. If we cannot see your Excellency 
let our letters at least reach your presence ; and when a letter comes from your 
Excellency, we can imagine ourselves to be sitting in your company. I have 
never set foot out of the muhl, and in the presence of Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan 
I have sworn to it by your Excellency’s precious head. Of what use then would 
it be to come out of the nmhl ? It is better to die at once. I now also swear 
by your blessed head, that if the Nazir be not removed from his office I will take 
poison, and my life shall be your sacrifice. When honour is gone, of what worth 
is life ? Further details of our situation will be made known to you by the letters 
of the Nawaub, Shums-ood-Dowlah. It is a duty incumbent on your Excellency 
to turn the eye of regard upon us, and to have compassion on oiir wretched con- 
dition. I shall hope to receive an answ'er to this letter. Ifonc individual should 
perish it is of little consequence ; but as I am in debt, I beg of your Excellency 
to take charge of my funeral, that my corpse may not remain unburied, which 
would excite the scorn of the people and add to my dishonour. What more can 
I write ? It is probable that, from this cause, the measure of my days is now 
completed. May the Almighty preserve your Excellency for a hundred and 
forty years, for the sake of Mohummud and his posterity. Let the portion of 
iny days be added to those of your Excellency ; but on the day of judgment X 
will make this base*born villain understand. In this world, as his loins are 
broken, so in the next shall his neck be broken with the weight of our blood. 
On the day of resurrection I will mount upon his neck, and cry out under the 
canopy of heaven, “ My blood is on the neck of Tuhseen.” My words will not 
be in vain. In short, since the decease of the Nawaub Shuja-ood-Dowlah my 
life has been brought to an end by the indignities to which I have been exposed. 
It is better to die than to live. I beg your Excellency will favour me with an 
answer, and may the sun of your life continue to shine. 


Beagil PdItiosI 
ConsultitloQ*. 

2 Jan. ISIS. 

Endoitttet 
in Vizier's Letta , 


Translatiom of a Copy of a Letter from the Ladies of the Muhl to the Nawaub, 
bhums-ood-Dou'lah, Son of the Vizier. 

It is generally rumoured here, that Tuhseen Alee Khan, the Pharaoh of the 
day, intends to come here (Fyzabad) after the mohurrum ; we therefore write to 
inform you, that we have given a written promise to his Excellency, the Vizier, 
that we will never set a foot beyond the door, nor indeed did we ever form any 
such. intention. How much then have we been slandered by Tuhseen, who has 
fold his Excellency that every moment we are ready to come out of the muhl. 
Perhaps he is novv endeavouring to make his words true ; for if he come here, 
and for the purpose of making us satisfied with him, we are not and never will 



44*8 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal Political be satisfied with him, and we will make away with our own liv^s. We are una- 
2Jul*yl8ls!* nitnous in this affair. By a thousand arts, Juwaher Alee Khan, the former Nazir 

’ of her Highness the Bhow Begum’s deorhee, sought to make us acquiesce in the 

Endamres authority of her Highness, but without effect. Now that we have fully under- 
in Vizier't Letter. stoodTubseen Alee Khan, when will we ever agree to take our stipends from him ? 

Let it not happen, therefore, that he come and make his arrangements here, so 
that our letters shall be prevented from reaching the Presence. Then, indeed, 
we shall be without remedy at his hands, and we will come out of the muhl and 
go to Gola Baree, or we will shut the doors and put ourselves to death. It is 
proper that you make a repiesentation to his Excellency, that never, never, in 
any way whatever, will we take our stipends from Tuhseen Alee Khan. He has 
formed a wrong resolution in coming here, and he will only bring disgrace upon 
himself at our hands, or be the cause of our losing our honour and our lives. If 
each of us were to receive gold in place of silver from him, we would not take it. 
From the hands of his Excellency, who is our patron and master, we should be 
satisfied with a crust of bread. Further, accept our prayers for your welfare, 
and consider the little which we have written to imply a great deal. 


Translation of a Copy of an Agreement executed among themselves hy the Ladies 

of the Muhl. 

(Te-xt of the Coran.) 

By the above sacred text we swear, that while life remains in our body, be 
we killed or be our heads severed from our necks, we never will be satisfied 
with Tuhseen, and we never will agree to his holding the office of Nazir. We 
will never betray or be false to each other : never, never, in any way, will we 
consent to Tuhseen Alee Khan’s being Nazir. To this instrument, therefore, 
we set our seals. To whatever calamity may befal us, we submit ; never will we 
shrink from it. But to Tuhseen’s being Nazir, who is an oppressor and the 
enemy of our house, we will not assent. If we depart from this engagement, 
may we depart from God, and from the Prophet and the holy law'. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Doolhun Begum to his Excellency the 

Vizier. 

Your Excellency has well discharged the obligations of filial duty, in per- 
mitting such oppression to be exercised on us by Daraub, Tuhseen, Nukhut, 
Asghur Alee Khan, and the Begum, who is the ruler of Fyzabad (Bhow 
Begum), every one of whom uses every exertion to bring disgrace upon us 
and cause our death. The base-born villain Nukhut, Khaiijeh Sera, has cast a 
thousand scandalous reflections on us. On Monday the 6th, a servant at three 
rupees per mensem died, when Begum Jaun, a dependent of Sahib Jee, asked 
Nukhut for the monthly pay of the deceased. We, all tiie ladies of the muhl, 
agreed, in jest, not to permit the corpse to be removed for interment. At 
length I paid the money out of my pocket, and caused the body to be interred. 
The Bhow Begum and Daraub told Nukhut not to go on such a day near to 
the muhl. That son of a strumpet, however, from a spirit of tyranny, sought to 
cause our destruction, and came to the door, when I and all the other ladies 
raised a cry of lamentation, and openly pouring out curses and imprecations on 
his head, we each seized a stick in our hand. Nukhut, standing at the door, 
called out to bring more sticks, and pile them at the door. Alas, that in your 
Excellency’s life-time, Dalmeer, a misbegotten Peon, should say to us that he 
would beat us back into the house. Since our honour is come to this, why 
leave us in the muhl : better turn us out at once, or at one stroke separate our 
heads from our bodies. We never in our lives will agree to Tuhseen’s bein^ 
Nazir. Nay, should any one, two, or three of us be satisfied with that perfi- 
dious villain, the rest of us will put them to death. To-day I have sworn all 
the ladies of the muhl, high and low, on the Coran, and caused them to affix 
their seals to the engagement, that they will put themseh'es to death, and have 
sent it through Omrao Sing, the news-writer, with a letter from myself, and 
another under the seals of all the ladies, to be laid before your Excellency. I 

therefore 
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2 July ISIJ. 

Enclosures 
in Vizier's Letter. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from the Ladies of the MuhL 

Let it be known to yoU; on the part of all the unfortunate ladies of the 
miihl, that after forty years the day fixed by fate has arrived, that is to say, 
to-day, Thursday the t5th of the month, when the deputy of Tuliseen Alee 
Khan, having built up the Dellii gate and assembled two thousand people, 
villagers and rajpoots, for the purpose of beating us poor helpless w'omen, came 
and surrounded the muhl. It is also reported, that he intends forcibly to enter 
the inner apartments. He has turned out our female domestics, and does not 
permit them to come in to us. No oflence has been proved against us. Our 
only offence is, that we are satisfied with his Excellency and will not be satisfied 
with Tuhseen ; and for this offence he is ready to put us to death : and you. 
Sir, cause us to be put to death. Nukliut has also determined to withhold our 
food, that we may be starved into compliance. The Begum tells us that she 
will give us the increase of stipend which we ask, if we will accept the Darogah 
(Tuhseen). We, poor unfortunate women, are like a drop -of water ready to 
fall. If you have a spark of humanity or generosity, we entreat you, for the 
sake of God and his Prophet, to take our case into your consideration, other- 
wise you will soon hear tliat, like a dying ember, we have been extinguished 
at once. 


Translation of an Arzee from the Ladies of the Muhl addressed to the Naxcauh 

Vizier. 

Be it known to your Excellency, that it is the custom of the world for every 
50orand injured subject to seek redress from the prince, when justice is done to 
lim. What offence have we committed, but that for protection we have caught 
'old of the skirts of your Excellency’s garment ? When we attempted to repair 
to your presence for the purpose of obtaining redress, the bearers' and carriage 
drivefis were prohibited from assisting us j and when we resolved to proceed on 
foot, six hundred people belonging t o the Begum, peons and rajpoots, some 
'''ith sticks and others armed, surrounded us, and considering us to be without 
a protector began to threaten us and raise a tumult. What could we unfortu- 
rtate females do, but weep and wail and cry out for redress ? at this juncture 
orders from Nukhut Alee Khan were suddenly brought to the peons, not to 
allow a single female domestic or other person to go ont, and to stop all victuals 

5 Y from 


■ therefore send Fuzl Alee to you, the servant of Mirza Akbur Alee. My people 
do not go out of the muhl : they are the prisoners of Nukhut and her Highness 
the Bhow Begum. You will observe by the solemn engagement which we have 
executed among ourselves, that we will give up our lives sooner than consent 
to have Muhummud Tuh.seen as Nazir. What will your Excellency gain by 
our death ? Such is our evil fortune that we cannot trust our own shadow. God 
knows whether the news-writer forwards our letters to your Excellency ; nor 
do we know what crime we have committed that your Excellency should give 
us up to be put to deatk by these villains. If our food and raiment were a 
heavy expense we would not ask for them. Turn us out of doors. Wo do not 
know who the Begum is, that she should exercise such tyranny over us. In 
the life-time of her son,. Asuf-ood-Dowlah, she never exercised authority over 
us, nor oppressed us. Who then is she, while your ICxceHency is preserved to 
us? For fifteen or sixteen years the Begum knew nothing of us, and never 
issued orders to our servants. Why does your Excellency wrongfully allow us 
to be dishonoured ? If your Excellency has any discussions to hold with us, 
send for us to Lucknow, where you and Major Baillie and the Nazir (Tuhseen) 
are, and we will answer for ourselves. If you bear us enmity and wish to put 
us to death, do not delay, but give orders to separate our heads at once from 
our bodies. If we shrink from the stroke may the curse of God be upon us. 
AVhy do you permit the Begum to molest us so to death ? ‘We hope your Ex- 
cellency will send an answer to this letter by the hands of our messenger, Fuzil 
Alee, and despatch him quickly, for we are reckless of life and are ready to 
destroy ourselves by taking poison. What can w’e say more ? Consider a little 
to mean a great deal. 
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Ihm being carried in. Accordingly, we could get no food, nor wa» even n 
eweeper allowed to enter. Bang reduced to the last extremity, that the 
B^um might be without excuse, we sent an arzee to her, informing her of our 
situation, by the hands of Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan and Mirza Seraj-ood 
4a VUie’tijMHr. Deen Hyder Khan. The news.writer of his Excellency and the Chuprassy of 
the news-writer to the Residency were present at the Begum’s deorhee when 
our two messengers arrived with the arzee, and held a discussion on the sub- 
ject of our representation, the details of which it would be too long to write. 
In the end, tlie Begum sent a verbal message by Khoosh Chushm, Khaujeh 
Sera, that 'he had done nothing on her part ; that she had not sent the people ; 
that she had no concern with our affairs ; but that agreeably to the directions of 
a person of authority (tlie Resident), she bad sent her people to attend Nukhut, 
and who might, on his own part, order what he pleased. That Tuhseen was 
the Nazir chosen by a person of authority, and would never be removed ; that 
it was decreed by fate that he should be Nazir ; that she had no concern in this 
afikir ; that we ought to inform our patron and protector of all the circum- 
stances of our distress, and that he would do whatever he deemed to be best 
for us. We implore your Excellency, therefore, for the sake of God and of his 
Prophet and the posterity of the Prophet, and by the pure spirit of the departed 
Nawaub (Shuja-ood-Dowlah), with whose honour, as well as that of your Excel- 
lency, our honour is identified, to take our case into your consideration, and to 
save us from being disgraced and insulted at the hands of others, or otherwise 
to put us all as criminals to death with your own hand, that we may receive the 
punishment due to our guilt. If your Excellency, out of consideration for the 
wishes of the English gentlemen, can do nothing of yourself in this affair, be 
pleased to refer our case to the doctors of the holy law, and discuss the question 
(with the Resident). By the holy law, Tuhseen never can possess the right of 
being our master . waurisj and ruler (hakim). It is now incumbent on your 
Excellency to save us from this tyrant (Tuhseen) and to defend our honour. 
If your Excellency shall maintain Tuhseen in his appointment of Darogah over 
,us, we will destroy ourselves by poison. What species of tyranny, oppression, 
and indignity is left, which we have not experienced at the hands of Tuhseen ? 
We are tired of life, and we have taken an oath on the Coran, that if Tuhseen 
shall be Darogah, we will take poison and never will consent to live. Alas ! 
alas! a hundred times, that while your Excellency is preserved to us, we should 
suffer such dishonour and disgrace at the hands of Nukhut. We had talked 
among ourselves, that we should set fire to the Delhi gate and go out. Nukhut 
was informed of this as he was sitting in the mosque, when he .said he would 
kindle a fire all round the muhl, .and would deduct the amount of the loss out of 
our stipends. It appears to us that they intend to cast us into the fiery furnace, 
when Tidiseen will become Darogah of the depot of martyrs. 



Transla^on of a Copy of a Letter from the Ladies of the MuH to His Excel- 
lency the Vizier. 

Be it known to your Excellency, that on Monday the Chobdar of the Begum 
(Bhow Begum) came here to summon Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan to her High- 
ness’s presence. He accordingly repaired to the Deorhee, when a conversation 
took place with her Highness, through Khoosh Chushm Khaujeh Sera. 
To-day a conversation was held with him, through Saadet Khaujeh Sera, 
who informed him that her Highness desired him to return and make us under- 
stand that what we were doing would not be good for us. Her Highness at 
the same time sent for Nukhut, and he was present during the whole of the 
conversation. She said that Tuhseen would never be removed froirt the oflSce 
of Nazir. The Mirza replied, that it was not possible that the ladies of the 
muhl would be satisfied, and that they would sooner submit to lose their heads 
or suffer whatsoever else should befal them. Saadet observed, “ ^You shall not 
“ lose your head, the ladies shall not lose their heads, nor shall Tuhseen lose 
“ his appointment of Darogah, and what is not possible will become possible.^ 
Mirza Hoosein Alee said in answer, “ as long as words only shall pass in this 
** affiur, 1 aud the others will say nothing ; but when Tuhseen shall proceed^ 
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'Make »ny iinmoper inea^res with the ladies, owr h<^^y,lil^L,go 6rst, ttod 
<* after that whatever shall happen to the ladies cannot be,hel^4 • tee will not 
consent to Tuhseen's being Darogah.” Nukhut said to hiin, ** it is you 
*' who mislead the ladies.” The Mirza replied, “ I have nothing to do with 
** Tuhseen, but the case is this : If any one shall offer insult or indigfuty to the 
“ ladies of our late father’s family, we will not survive the affi'ont. What 
“ oppression have they not suffered ? 1 heir walls and doors have been closed 
’’ up, their female domestics have been denied ingress and egress, their food 

** has been withheld ; what worse can befal them ? * And persuade IIm 

ladies of the muhl to desist from such proceedings, for otherwise they will 
" be beat and driven into the muhl with broken legs and arms, and dragged 
“ there by the hair.” Your Excellency will judge from this what we may 
expect to Slider. These indignities and the loss of life we submit to, but we 
will not .submit to that accursed tyrant being Darogah. God knows, and all 
the world knows, that in no age have ever such iniquitous proceedings been 
witnessed. 

Verses. 

“ Our rent garments complain of our hands. 

“ The skirts of our robe complain of the tears we shed. 

” So long have wc been confined in the dungeon of sorrow, 

“ Our very chains are fretted and our prison complains of us.” 

No prospect of life remains to us. Perhaps the holy martyrs of the plain of 
Kerbelaw, and the wretched captives of the desert of calamity and woe, may 
come to the succour of us, wretched and afflicted sufferers. 

Enough, enough ! May God cause the sun of your life and prosperity ever 
to continue refulgent. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) George Swintok, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


Translation of a Memorial under the Seals of Hoosein Alee Khan and Seraj-ood- 
Deen Hyder, Brothers of the Vizier. 

The circumstances of our unfortunate case are these : After the demise of 
his Excellency the late Nawaub-Shooja-ood-Dowlah, the Khoord Muhl was 
made a separate and distinct department by the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
and the Bhow Begum had no further concern with it, nor did she interfere in 
our affairs. Our stipends were paid to us by the Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
distinct from that of her Highness : Nay’, even when he sent presents of fruit, 
&c., he sent them separately for the Begum and separately for us. The Nazir- 
ship of Tuh.seen Alee Khan depended on his obedience to us. When your 
Excellency ascended the musnud, you i.ssiied your orders for the issue of 
twelve months’ stipend in the year, from that time Tuhseen was in the habit 
of deducting three per cent, for his own benefit, and without receiving fifteen 
or sixteen rupees from us he would not permit our relations to come and visit 
us. Various acts of oppression he was in the habit of exercising upon us, 
which made us weary of life. When we saw, at length, that we should be 
entirely ruined and must die under his Nazirship, and that no one took any 
heed of us, we of necessity came out of the muhl, and sent several letters to 
your Excellency, with an account of our situation ; and we pledged ourselves 
to each other, that if your Excellency would not attend to our representations, 
we should set out barefooted to your Presence. Your Excellency was pleased 
to take compassion upon us, and appointed Mohummud Nusseem to be our 
Darogha. We had agreed to this, when in the mean time Tuhseen again sends 
a person, called Nukhut, on his part, to act as Darogha. Nukhut having 
come to Fyzabad said to us, “ You, in your own imagination, have removeu 
” Tuhseen from the office of Nazir, but, thank God, you have once more 

“ come 

* Some wordt appear to be led out here. What follow* appear* to be apokro bjr Nukhut 
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« iitillii^4inder the roil of Tuheeeti : yoh*wfll now find It so.** When we found 
that I^tlkhut was so full of 'anger,' we Shut the doors and v^onld not allow him 

; to enter. We afterwards came oiit of the niuhl, and the ladies of the muhl 

Ench^yt * sent Mirza Kumaul-ood-Deen Hyder and me (Hoosein Alee Khan), to repre- 
I Fiziert Letteijt sent the circumstance Of onr case to your Excellency. When we reached your 
palace you did not Call us to the Presence, nor did you take any notice of our 
condition. Being thus disappointed, we returned to Fyzabad and informed 
tlie ladies of what had passed. On that occasion Narain Doss, the vakeel of 
<|fuiiseen, said to Nukhut, Do you remain silent. I will send for the Begum’s 
“ peons, and give them a good beating until they submit to Tuhseen : please 
“ God, I will make them eat pease off my shoe. Shall a parcel of female 
“ slaves dare to disobey Tuhseen’s order; and do they think that they can 
“ remove him from his office ?** Nukhut and Narain Doss then went to the 
■Begum, and brought with them six hundred peons to surround the muhl. 
They would not allow any food to be conveyed to us, nor would they permit 
any one, not even a sweeper or water-carrier, to come in or go out. On 
Thursday, when many of us kept fast, they would not allow parched pease to 
be brought to us. If there had not been a well in our house we should have 
perished for want of water. Nukhut, on that occasion, said to us, “ Now 
“ that Tuhseen will be confirmed as Darogah, 1 will make you eat half split 
“ pease and rice, and half salt, for these doings.” Seeing him in such a state 
of anger and passion, we addressed an arzee to the Begum in these words : 
“ What crime have we committed, that we should be kept in confinement and 
“ denied meat and drink, and brought to the point of death ? In the time of 
“ Asuf-ood-Dowlah, who was the fruit of your Highness's womb, your 
“ Highness never had any concern with our affairs, and now you exercise 
“ tyranny against us.” The Begum sent a verbal message to our arzee by her 
Khaujeh Sera, Khoosh Chushm, that it was of no use sending nrzees to her ; 
that from the day of Shooja-ootl-Dowiah's demise she had no concern with us 
and had relinquished all authority over us, but that she knew we should bring 
great disgrace upon ourselves if we did not consent to receive Tuhseen as 
Nazir ; that she acted solely by the direction of the British Government ; that 
she bad not caused us to be confined, but that a great person had written to 
her, and that therefore she had placed her peons under the orders of Nukhut ; 
that that person could do as he pleased ; that we should inform our patron 
(wauris) of our situation, who would do what he deemed to be advisable. We 
tha’efore sent arzees to your Excellency, stating the circumstances of our 
situation, but we were not honoured by an answer from your Excellency ; and 
Nukhut, seeing how matters stood, took a penalty bond from all the bankers 
not to advance a single farthing to the members of the m;ihl, on pain of being 
punished as a state delinquent. Dalmeer, the discharged peon and Narain 
Doss, haying consulted with Nukhut, said to Saad Oollah, an officer of her 
Highness the Begum, who was put under their orders, “ To-morrow you will 
“ drive them by force into the muhl.” Saad Oollah demanded a written 
order to that effect, which might be a voucher if he were afterwards called to 
account, observing to them, that Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan and the other 
Saliibzadabs had declared at the Begum’s deorhee, that if any indignity should 
be offered to the ladies of the muhl, they would sacrifice their lives in defence 
of their honour. Nukhut then told Saad Oollah that he would give him 
an answer the next day. Afterwards, Nukhut, on the part of the Begum, 
gave orders to the bearers and drivers of carriages, telling them if any one 
lent a carriage or cart, or any other vehicle, to the people of the midd, they 
would be put in prison. From these proce^ings we foresaw that b}' remaining 
here wo ahouW be exposeA to great indignity and insult, and 

accordingly^ lyp.ideterniined to proceed to Lucknow, and began to seek for the 
means of cdnureyoocey AUboi^b we <«9ered to pay double hire we were 
unable to procure fjiijgl#, vehicle: no one would agree to furnish us with car- 

riages. Being thus remedy, we resolved to set out OD foot. Nukhut, 

upcm this, gave orders again, to Saad Ocdlah and the other people, that when- 
evei'^he ladies sirould attempt to leave the muhl they should beat them well. 
Saad,Doollaii and his people asked for a written order from the Begum. Nuk- 
iiut and Saad Oollah then went to the B^um and told her the state of affairs. 
The Begum said, “ You must never lift a stick against the ladies, but as 
* « Nukhut 
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jpUy. 

^ v-., y, ,'*.**^*^ , BntJomttf 

from their women withdrew Irom the scene. th^o, »»^»fer**Jp&w 

(Fyzabad) bareheaded and barefooted, in a miserable st)|iii%:$i#s^ll in^ 
may our enemies never know. Nukhut called out aloud* l!be|» ai:e 
*< not going with the intention of getting Tuhseen removed, biiti.:^4ilo » 

“ overthrow the Vizarut, for his Excellency’s Government is ready to fall 

*• to pieces, and they will gain nothing for their pains.” After the ladies tof 

the muhl had set out on their journey we went to the Begum's deorhee tP 

request the means of conveyance, saying that we were to accompany the ladies 

of the rauhl, and that the honour of $hooja*ood>Dowlah was involved in their 

honour ; that we were descendants of Shooja*ood>Dowlah, and begging that we 

might be furnished with carriages. The Begum told us that she should not 

supply us with carriages, and that her reputation was not concerned. Being 

without help, we travelled as we could and reached Mourabee. On the next 

day, when we came to Mohummudpore, the chief man there also refused to 

furnish us with the means of conveyance. We were ready to die with the 

fatigue of walking on foot, and our feet were blistered in such a manner that 

we could not proceed : many of us also fainted from the excessive heat of the 

sun, and lay on the ground. We procured from the neighbourhood a few 

carts, and waggons, and carriages, and by this means brought on those who 

were unable to proceed further. When we came to Durreeabad the people 

shut their shops, and with the utmost difficulty we succeeded in procuring 

some flour and pease. In like manner were we treated at Nawaub-gunge and 

Salar-gunge. Such calamities, both in times past and the present, having been 

brought upon us by Tuhseen, how can we ever be reconciled to him ? If your 

Excellency prefer Tuhseen and is indifierent about us, be pleased to take our 

lives, or let us depart for the holy shrines at Kerbelaw. Great God ! while such 

a just protector (wauris) as your Excellency is preserved to us, how should it 

happen that we should sufler such tyranny and oppression, as never were ... 

experienced in the time of the late Assuf«uod-Dowlah ? We never thought that 

your Excellency would have permitted the memory of the Nawaub, Shooja-ood* 

Dowlah, to be disgraced in such a manner. We have now no desire but to go 
to Kerbelaw. Neither honour nor reputation is left to us. The very slaves give 
us abuse to our faces ; and Nukhut and Dulmeer, a discharged peon, Narain 
Doss, and others, ,,order us to be beat, and say, " beat these female slaves till 
“ their legs be broken, for till their legs be broken they will not be stopped.” 

Excepting our refusal to acquiesce in the appointment of Tuhseen, what fault 
have we committed,. that we should sufler such severity and misfortune ? We 
hope, from the justice of your Excellency, that you will give us redress, and 
we will ever pray for your happiness and prosperity. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) George Swinton, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 

Translation qf a Copy qf a latter from the Nawauh Vizier to Shums-oon-Nissa 
BeguMt enclosed in the foregoing^ dated the Slst August 1812.* 

Translation qf a Copy qf a Letter from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to 
Major BaiUie, dated the Slsf August 1812. 

With respect to what you have stated in your memorial addressed to me, on 
the subject of the contents of my letter to the Governor-General of the 17th cX 
ShabauD (28th August), namely, that with regard to her Highness the younger' 

Begugi (Shums-oon-Nissa), the many frivolous complaints on points , of the 
ffiost trifling nature which I have stated against her Highness, seem to you to 
be uube<»>mittg in the extreme and unworthy of my mind, while some of them 
Atu totally erroneous ; and that having yesterday passed two complete hours 

■5 Z ■ -in 

* This Letter hu been aheadjr given on page 4St. 


Nukhut shall settle it: you mustflrst beat the finite 
** .may be thus deterred from the atteutpt to 
we came Out of the rouhl the peons setized stmks and 
Saad Oollah and others seeinif that the ladies could not 
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bti her Hi^oess, yoa hsd a painRil opportunity of ii 3 ten- 
- t«l bf hoi^'giiBir^^ observing the state of her accommo- 

ippi vhicb, for mj sali^ irod'tvb^d have wished to soppress, but which you 
^uid now be compelled: to ipj^irt, by way of answer to my complaint, and as 
a justidcatlin of bm E^oess^s resolution to quit my dominions. The state of 
the case is this: 1 said to to yod, that whatever you should propose I would 
agree to. After this yeou addressed a letter o£ inquiry after her health to the 
Begum, and you also had a personal interview with her. While 1 was yet 
expecting an answer, I received your memorial, containing the observations 
above recited ; I have therefore audressed a letter to the Begum, which I now 
send to you enclosed in this. I wished, at the same time, to answer the other 
points of your memorial, but 1 am compelled by indisposition to postpone my 
intention till another opportunity. Of necessity 1 have written on this subject, 
and my reply to the Other points shall be sent to you shortly, as soon as 1 get 
well. Until you shall receive it, 1 request that you will not forward to his 
Lordship my letter to his address. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) George Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


Tramlatwn of a Copy of a Letter from Major BaUlie^ to the Nawaub Vizier, 

dated the 31st August 1812 . 

1 have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of this day’s date, 
with a letter to the address of her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and have 
understood its contents. 

The substance of what passed at my interview with her Highness (as the 
time does not admit of my entering into a detail of the particulars,) is as fol- 
lows : 1 exhausted every argument to pacify her Highness, to induce her to 
desist from her resolution to expose herself to the troubles and fatigues of tra- 
velling, and to persuade her to remain in ease and comfort at home, or at the 
least to postpone her departure until 1 should have time to communicate an 
account of her situation to the Right Honourable the Governor-General ; and 1 
also gave her an express promise that your Highness would settle ail her afiairs, 
as well those pending at present as those which might arise hereafter, with 
every degree of attention to her Highness’s rank and wishes; but to all these 
representations on my part she only replied, in the most earnest and resolute 
manner, that it was impossible that the toils and difficulties of travelling, nay 
(which God forbid) the pangs and agonies of death itself, could be equalled by 
the vexations and distresses which for a long time past she had submitted to 
bear, and that she would much rather prefer the first. She added, “ From my 
“ experience of the past, what have I to expect from the future ? It was my 
“ fixed determination to leave Lucknow this very day, and I only waited to 
*< receive your visit. 1 shall now depart without further delay, and I commit 
all my afi&irs into your bands and to the British Government ; but for your 
** sake, and not to disappoint the expectations of your Government, as well as 
" in consequence of your interview with me to-day, I will consent to this much : 

« On Tuesday the Slst of August I will leave this place and, go to my jagier, 

** where I will remain until the receipt of an answer to your letter from (^al- 
cutta, provided it arrive in the course of twenty-three days, after which, 

** whatever may be the result, I will proceed into the Honourable Company’s 
** dominions.^’ T^is is the s^stance of what Her Highness said to me at our 
interview. With respect to the buildings there, which I personally inspected,. 

I will makh a representation to your Excellency hereafter. For the present I 

have defjMtched your Excellency's letter to her Highness by a oonfideotial 

senger, and I will endeavour to prevail on her Highness to dewrt ftom hw 

purpose. For the sake of yoar Excellasoy, as well as of her* Highness, ^he 

interests of both of whom are the nearest olfa^etta of my heart, I 

lhat my representations may be attended with sacceesi* and that 

may be persuaded to remain in iLudfaiiOW. fiat if your ExceUertcy is’siacereiy 

disposed 
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dispcaed to conciliate her Hijg^Beas and pay her due itspoct, there is a itraiM 
probability; nay, 1 entertain a ooofident penoauon, tlmt fiven after ahe abira 
haveipoaeto her jagier, such an arrangement may l>e made ea «riR indubeher 
HighneBs to return to Lucknow* and enable her to re^nahi here in ^ftitnre With 
honour* eaae, and comfort. ; 

A true translatioD : > 

(Signed^ Oborob SwfNtbfir* 
Depi^ Persian Secretary ^•OoveittlBant. 

Tramlation of a Copy of a Letter from Skums-oon-Nissa Begum to the aS4*^is 
of Major BailUe. Dated '2,%th Shdbaun(4ith September Vide page 437. 


Enclosures in a Letter from the Resident at Lucknow to the Persian Secretary 
to Government, dated 9th and received SOth September 181S. 

Translation tf a Copy (f a Letter from his Lxcellency the Vizier to M<por 
BailUe, dated SO^A Shabaun 11227 (9/A September 1812). 

With reference to what you have stated in your memorial, on the subject of 
the contents of my letter in reply to the letter from the Governor-General, 
namely, “ To me it must form a source of the greatest surprise and concern, 

that your Excellency, after yielding to all my su^estions regarding the 
*< khoord muhl,” and so forth to the end. The case is this : that as to what 
you and his Lordship have recommended to be done in that affair, since his 
Lordship is my kind and afiectionate friend, there can be no harm in my 
writing to his Lordship an account pf the real state of the case % nay, it is 
necessary that 1 should do so. 

With leference fo your observation in the same memorial, m. “ of yonr 
“ Excellency’s pecuniary demand against her Highness the Bhow Begum,” and 
so forth : my demand against her Highness is evident, from the terms of the 
engagement quoted in his Lordship’s letter. 

As the circumstances of the arrival at Lucknow of the ladies of the khoord 
muhl from Fyzabad, and the departure of her Highness Shums-oon.Nissa 
Begum to her jagier, require that 1 should inform the Governor-General of 
these events, 1 have now addressed a letter to his Lordship on those subjects 
which 1 request you to forward at an early period. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Major Baillie to the Naxvaub Vizier, 
dated Ist Rumzaun (9rA September 1812). 

I have been honoured by the receipt of year Excellency’s letter of yesteiday’s 
date, conveying a letter fro«u your Excellency to the address of the Right 
Honourable tlie Governor-General, and it is my intention, agieeahly to yoUr 
Excellency's desire, to forward that letter immediately, to*day if it can be 
copied in time, or certainly to-morrow, the 2d of Rumzaun (lOtb instant). 
In the mean time, however, in conformity with my established practice* Iciund^ 
on the sincerest regard for your Excellency and for the true interests of your 
Government, I shall offer a few observations on the general purport and con- 
tents pf your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 

With a reference to the statements under the seals of Mirza Iloosein Alee 
Khan and Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, and to the copies of letters from the 
ladies of the muhl, which seem all to have been prepared in Lucknow and had 
never been seen Iw me befor^ I am clearly and decidedly of opinion, that the 
whole is a groundless fabrication on the part of the misleaders of those ladies 
and that oppression, harsh treatment, or improper conduct of any kii^, can 
on no principle be ascribed to the unfortunate Tiihseen Alee Khan or to his naib ; 

your Excellency knovm better than I do* that those comfdttiillts, fiiwtl) 
wgimsiiig to end, are utterly erroneous mid gnmodbras. Mohummud Nukhut, 
■ : who 


Inigal nriMMl 
CwMBltailswi, 

S July ibis; 

EmUmm 
m t'fner’t JJUtr. 


Enclosurei 
in Resident's Letter. 
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Bengtl PoUtkal who #eot to Fyzabad> had never been admitted within the precincts of the 
khflterd muhl, ao as to give lum an opportuni^ of saying what he is chatged 
^ uiy.ia sa., y^jji . und if the statoneatsdf the Honourable Company’s news*writer stationed 
Endotmru at Fysabad, which have been hidierto and are now daily transmitted to the Pre- 
inRttidetfitjjBiUr. sidency, be worthy of any behef, they must be considered as perfectly conclu- 
sive against the truth of the accusations preferred, without any further comments 
on my part. 

Before my receipt of your Excellency's letter, 1 had prepared a draft of a 
letter containing some friendly suggestions to your Excellency, with the view 
of putting a stop to the disorderly conduct of the ladies of the koord muhl, 
which 1 meant to have submitted to your Excellency, aud which the press of 
business alone has hitherto prevented me from having copied fair for transmissiou. 
And although, from a retrospect of the many recent occasions on which my 
earnest advice has been offered to your Excellency, with the view of strength- 
ening the relations of amity between the two States, and that advice, at first 
apparently acquiesced in, has been ultimately openly disregarded or secretly 
opposed, 1 can indulge no very confident hope of the success of my repre- 
sentations on this occasion ; yet, still, in the discharge of my duty, and from 
motives of sincere friendship, 1 shall submit the purport of the suggestions above 
noticed to your Excellency, before despatching your letter to the Governor- 
General’s address. It is as follows. 

Being satisfied in my own mind, from apparent circumstances as well as 
authentic information before me, that the ladies of the khoord muhl, now 
residing in this city, have been misled chiefly by the machinations of Doolhun 
Begum and three or four others, who have excited all the rest to proceedings 
derogatory to their character and destructive of their happiness and peace, and 
that matters could never have been carried to this extremity but for the machina- 
tions of these four ; in addition to which it has been proved to me, that from 
the beginning of the disturbance till this moment, Mirza Shujaat Alee Khan has 
been the chief fomenter of the discontents, and the principal obstacle to the 
success of the just and necessary arrangement which is now under discussion : 
under all these circumstances, 1 suggest that the separation of Doolhun 
Begum, Janee Begum, Mukboo Begum, and one or two more of those ladies, 
who are the instigators of the ill conduct of the rest, and their temporary 
residence in some other convenient place, with the prohibition of Mirza Shujaat 
Alee Khan from visiting those ladies for a time, and the immediate departure of 
the other sons of the late Shuja-ood Dowlah who have recently come here with 
their families from Fyzabad, would, in all probability, nay, in my judgment, 
certainly, prove the means of putting a stop to every future disorder, and tend 
unquestionably to promote your Excellency’s honour and reputation, as well as 
the future tranquillity of your mind. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark at the close of your letter to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, ” that I did not wait on die younger 
” Begum:’* as both your Excellency and his Lordship in Council are apprised not 
only of my having visited her Highness on Thursday the 18th of Shabaun (27th 
ultimo), and of my having used every possible argument and entreaty to dissuade 
her from her purpose of quitting Lucknow, but also of the failure of those 
arguments and entreaties, and the cause of it, the remark in your Excellency's 
letter above quoted might, I conceive, with propriety have been withheld. 


Translation of a Letter ftom Doolhun Begum, and seven other LadSes of the 
Khoord Muni, to Tuhseen Alee Khan. Vide page 442. 


From the same to the tame, yide page 442. 


JFrom Kummer^oon-Nieta Begum, and m>en other Ladies qf the Muhl, to 
Tuhseen Alee Khan. Vide page 44S. 


Translation 
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Trmifi^Hon vf the S/ubettmee^ iff Bepm ^«/«tei!ljr;gw^ B » p| i y# i(lM^ 

JS^Igum, Mukhoo Begumt md Janee Me^m, 

, ^haerd Mtdtf to opfose Mohumnud TuhtemiAbe KhiOo 'eti fbetegiM * J« iiy I8 IS. 

. Na3ar)t and also that private Instructions^ to. tife same /^eeh areeiadj^miMitnm Endotum--^ 

Shidoat A^Klmn mdihe LadhsiUlMekmoi. • in Resideuet Letter. 

(25th Jul^ 1812). The Ladies of the muhl, on hearing of Tuhiii^ Alee 
jK^n's appointment to the office of NazVf raised s> great t^motiii'endtiiiatljr- 
t^oce. They canie out of the Zenanah and caused the peoide to retu«:fiNH»ptiML 
Delhi gate, as far as Angooree Baugh. . . > 

He^ngoo, a female attendant of Doolhun Be^um, with several othtrs^ titeht 
to Omrao Sing, the Vizier’s news-writer, and dictated to hicn what they ^Islied 
to be written. 

(26th July.) Doolhun Begum, Peearee Bhye, and Janee Begum^ caused 
each a flag to be erected in the bazar, and Mukhoo Begum erected one on tho 
Delhi gate, and they all began to set up a cry of lamentation and moiirnkig.' 

The four ladies above named are the authors of these disturbances. 

(27th July.) A letter from the Vizier has been sent, through Omrao Sing 
the news-writer, to Nusseem, the discharged Darogha, summoning him and tilg 
Umla to the Presence. Doolhun Begum and' the other ladies, ' on b^n^' 
informed of its contents, said to Niisaeem, ** You are one with us, whatever 

befiils us will befal you.” They told the news-writer that they would never 
consent to receive their stipends from the hands of a dave (alluding to Tuhseen 
Alec Khan), and that if Nusseem went to Lucknow they would give Fyzabad 
to the flames and go with him. 

(28th July.) Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, and Mukhoo Begnfi^ Caused 
the Delhi gate to be opened, and cleared the whole of the bazar oh tne bther 
side for their Zenanah, and they despatched Mirza Kumaul-ood-Deen Hyder and 
Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder on their affairs to Lucknow. 

(29th July 1812.) Nukhut, the eunuch, and deputy of Tuhs^u Alee Khan, 
the newly appointed Darogah, arrived from Lucknow, and came to the gate <d’ 
the muhl, where be stood. Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, Peearee Bbye» 

Mukhoo Begum, and Janee Khanum, retired into tlie inner apartments. Nuk-. 
but delivered the Vizier’s letter. The ladies, on reading it, said that they, 
would never consent to what it contained. Nukhut requested that they woidd 
open the inner door a little, that he might inform them of the Vizier’s comw 
mands. They replied, that they knew all he was going to say, and that if he 
brought them loads of diamonds and other jewels they would never take them 
from the hands of Tuhseen Alee Khan. They would not listen to his repre- 
sentations. Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder opened the door a little, and said to 
him in an angry tone, “ What has brought ypu. here? Take yourself offj. 

you will not be allowed to remain in any part of this. city.” Nukhut accord- 
ingly went and took up his quarters in the public sera, called after. Mirza 
Hussun Reza Khan. 

(31st July 1812.) Heeranund, the news-writer to the Residency, sent a, 
message to Doolhun Begum and the other ladies, that he wished to cominuni* 
cate something to them, and that they should seniil a confidential person tet 
him. They returned for answer, that for fifty years past they had no corres- 
pondence or communication with the English gentlemen, none of whose people 
ever came to Fyzabad, and that they would not, bear what be bad to say. I be 
news-writer then came away. 

Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, on the part of the ladies, desired all the depen- 
dents to execute a penjiliy bond, that they would not go to Nukhut the 
eunuch. Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, and Mukhdo Begum, enjoined their 
female attendants to take notice what persons of the muhl maintained sn^y 
intercourse with Nukhut. 

(3th VVugust 1812.) It is understpodtthaf Doolhun Begpm, and tbe^qtlierl^ea, 
carry dri a corfespondepce, through Shujaat Alee Khan, with Shums-oo3-Ddwlah 
(the Vizier’s son), and! also with Bhujaat Alee Khan himself (the Vizier’s bro- 

CA tber). 
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Dib«dhc»BiegMmi Mttkhw D^um, and'Onid% 

^ 1 ^ ™^ cMi^itiiuM, are kitent on miadiief. 

($th August) Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan has come from Lucknow. He 
uij{iaMn<t^«MeK., sent for Doolhun Begnm, Janee JBegum, Mukhoo Begum» Nadira Bhaee» 
CheetuI Bhaee, Ishk Biiaee, Moosahib Bhaee, and others, and told them that it 
was the Nawaub Vizier’s pleasure that they should agree to the appointment of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan as Daroglia. They answered, that they bad reAised on ft 
former occasion, and how would they agree to it now ? And that they wottld< 
set out for Lucknow in whatever manner they could. 

(.10th August.) Dhurrum Dots, Ram Deen, and Bhagaw, Bankers, era* 
ployed by the ladies of the Khoord Mubl, told Nokhut that the exciters of 
all the disturbances were Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, Mukhoo Begum, 
and Boochoo Khanum, and that these ladies had required them to execute a 
penalty bond, that they would not have any intercourse with Nukhut and his 
people. 

(ISth August.) On information being received of tlie ladies having come out 
of the rouhl, her Highness the Bbow Begum ordered peons and telengas to be 
stationed at the Delhi gate, that no one might be allowed to go out. Mirza 
Serauj-ood>Deen Hyder and Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, and several female 
slaves and attendants, made use of abusive language to the peons, and desired 
them to be gone, or otherwise they would receive a beating. 

(14th and 1.5th August.) A Hurkarrah and Omrao Sing, the Vizier's hews<- 
writer, attended the deorhee of the ladies of the muhl, by their desire. Doof* 
hun !^gum, Janee Begum, Mukhoo Begum, and others, held a private 
conference with them, through the medium of Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, 
mid sent Meer Assud Alee along with the news-writer, to assist him ia 
writing what had passed. 

(l6th August.) Omrao Sing, the Vizier’s news-writer, delivered with his 
own hand a letter from Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan, at Lucknow, to Doolhun 
Begum and Janee Begum. On his coming out from their deorhee he said to 
Zadran, a female attendant, ** Convey my congratulations to the ladies." Mirza 
Serai^-ood-Deen Hyder, and the other grandsons of Shooja-ood-Dowlah and the 
Bourns, consulted together, when the Mirza caused all the ladies to affix their 
seal to a paper, expressive of their satisfaction with the Nawaub Vizier, and 
their dissatisfaction at the appointment of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office 
of Darc^ha, and then delivered it, enclosed in a letter to Shoojaat Alee Kban^ 
to the news-writer, who bad been summoned to attend. Mirza l^rat^-ood-Deen 
has placed a gun loaded with small shot at his door, saying that the preceding 
night be could get no sleep for the people of the Bbow Begum keeping watch* 
and that if they came their rounds this evening he would discharge the con- 
tents of the gun at them. j 

(J7th August.) At twelve o'clock MirZa Hoosein Alee, at the desire of 
the Show Begum, attended her Highness, who repeatedly ordered liim to 
expostulate with the ladies of the rouhl and bring them to reason. The Mirza 
replied that they would never agree to the Nazirship of Tuhseem Alee* not 
even if the Nawaub himself were to come to Fyzabad ; and that if the English 
Resident should attempt to appoint one person in room of another, they would 
not submit to it, but would complain to the Government at Calcutta. 

(IMMh August) Purdeea, gardener to Janee Begum, brought a letter ffoto 
Aforufoon-Nissa B^pim, at Lucknow, for her mother, Isbk Baee. 

(2 lat August) A person called Sufdurr Alee brought letters ftbtti iLoekilOwv 
addressed by Nqium*oon-Niasa Begum, to her mother, Beebee Rhhntiit dnd 
to Janee Begum. 

(24th August.) Yesterday Imaum Buksh, a servant of Mirzft Abmtd AJe^ 
grandson of Shocna-oo Dowlah, who bad carried Inters to Lucknow, 
with answers from Ashru&oon-Nissa Begum . to Doolhbo *^ ,“’*"* 

Baee, her mother. To-day Alee Btdtbsh, a^bearer in the service of ^tchmw 
Begum, was despatched with letters to the grand-daughters of Sho^a-OOT- 
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Dowloli AtLueknow. Nukhut, tbe eunuch, by the orden of (lie Bhow Beguon, 
went to the Khoord Muhl near the Delhi gate. Doolhun Beguai, janee l^gutn, 

HyatBaee, and others, on hearing this, came and repeatedly called to him 
from behind the curtain, giving him abuse, and saying, ** A^y don't you come Endmftt 
** to us, that we may tie your hands and beat you, as you deserve ?*’ Nukhut 
bung down his head with shame and went out by another way. 

. (26th August.) To*day letters addressed to Shoojaat Alee Khan, Asbrilf- 
oon-Nissa, Nujum-oon-Nissa, Zeenut*oon-Nissa, ahd Hyatee Begiiih, tveire 
de^ipatched to Lucknow. Mirza Ahmed Alee, son of Mirza Inayet Alee, sdh 
of Shooja-ood.Dowlah, came to Nukhut, and whispered to him that Mirzis 
Shoojaat Alee Khan and the ladies at Lucknolv wrote to the Begums, not tb 
agree to the appointment of Tuhseen Alee Khan as Nazir. 

(27th August.) At seven o’clock in the morning two female slaves, with 
flags in their hands, came out of the muhl. Afterwards Mirza Hoosein Alee 
Khan ahd Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, with swords and shields, marched oOt 
to clear the way, and after them came all the Begums raising a cry of lamen> 
tation. Those two ][^rson8 asked Nukhut why be oflered no opposition to 
them ? Nukhut replied : “ I have written several arzees to the Nawaub; who 
“ has t%turhed no answer. You are the Sahibzadahs (sons ofShooja«ood*Dow* 

** lah), and you can take the ladies of the muhl if it be your pleasure.” All the 
ladies and female slaves, beating their breasts, have set out lor Lucknow. The 
Darogha of tbe Mint and the Darogha of Golab Baree, belonging to the 
Vi^er, attended them at the tank of Ahmed Alee, and supplied them with 
hired carriages, bearers, See. 

(28th August.) A carriage and two palkees have been sent by Seedee 
Nazir, in the service of the Bhow Begum ; and three carriages, together with 
some bearers, have been supplied by Omrao Sing, the news-writer, for the use 
of Doolhun Begum, at Rotaee, 


Subxlance (tf InicUigence jVom the Quarters of Doolhun Begum and the other 
Ladies of the Muhl. (Jth September.) 

Mirza Serauj-oocl-Deen Hyder and Hoosein Alec Khan, who had set out early 
on the morning to wait on the Nawaub, returned at nine o’clock. Mirza Syf 
Alee and Mirza Inayet Alee, grandsons of ShooJa-ood-Dowlah, came to the 
ladies and held a conversation with them, after which they returned home. It 
appears that the sum of one thousand rupees has been privately furnished to 
the Begums, at their request, by Shums-ood-Dowlah, the Nawauas son, for their 
expenses. A servant of Behrooze Alee Khan, eunuch, who was formerly Daro- 
gha of the Khoord Muhl, came to the deorhee, and sent, his compliments to 
the ladies by the female attendants, and after inquiring after their health weiit 
away. At twelve o’clock Musseetie Begum and Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan went 
into the deorhee, and held a consultation with the Begums. It has been learnt 
from many of the female attendants, that all the Begums, with the exception 
of Doolhun Begum and three others, complained to Shoojaat Alee that it was 
entirely owing to him that they had come away and been disgraced ; thait not 
even a single ornament was left with one of them, which they mi^ht sell for 
their support ; and that there appeared to be no prospect of any adjustment of 
their aflairs by his Excellency the Vizier. The Mirza gave them many assurance 
to pacify them. Many of the Begums also expressed a desire that they should 
eacn separately receive their stipends from the Vizier. Hoosein Alee Khan 
sent for Mukhoo, the Hircarrah of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and asked him by who^ 
ordeir^ ^ attended the deorhee to collect intelligence. The Hircarrah stated, 
thgt .it was )ii8 duty to attend on the part of his master, to keep him ipfonned 
of the health' of the Begums: upon which the Mirza took him by thehith'd '' v 

and carrying him to the Zenanah, informed Doolhun Begum of the eifeittn- 
staiici^ Doolhun B^um, Janee Begum, and the rest of the Beguois, 
belihad the outer jpite, and called out in a loud voice, that tlie Hirparrah should 
be>twe31 beaten with a bamboo, and his nose be cut oft, and that Tuhseen. was the 
caiiie df all twir disgrace, for which they hoped he would be puniabed hereafter. 

The 
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sepoya then turned the Hircarrah out, and warned him not to show his face 
9 J^Tsis!' ***®'f® again, as he wished to escape a drubbing. The Hircarrah then left the 

— place and went to Tuhseen. During the whole of the day a communication 

• maintained, by means of the female attendants, between the daughters of 

t* Htmmt iLeUer. S||ooja-ood-Dowlah at Lucknow and the Begums. At seven o’clock in the 
evening Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan and Miisseetie Begum took leave of the 
Begums and returned to their own houses. Many of the ladies of the muhl 
are tired of remaining at Lucknow, and cry out aloud that they have been 
misled by Janee Begum and the sahibzadahs (Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder and Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan), who caused them to take an oath on the Coran, and that they 
have been ruined by them ; that nothing has yet been done for them ; that they 
are in want of the means of daily subsistence ; and that they are looking for 
the time to return to Fyzabad and receive their stipends. 

About nine o'clock at night Hoosein Alee Khan set out to hold a conference 
with the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, and returned in the course of two. hours. 

To day (8th September) Mirza Abbas, Mirza Amcen Alee, and some others 
of Shoojaa-ood-Dowlah’s grandsons, set out to wait on the Vizier; but meeting 
him by the way, they paid their compliments, without having an opportunity of 
presenting their nuzzers. Several of the female attendants yesterday took away 
some of the articles belonging to the Imaumbarrah and the mosque. The Vizier, 
on being infonned of this, sent one hundred and fifty bearers and porters to carry 
away all the things in the Imaumbarrah, and to place them in safety at Baolee. 
Noor Mohunimud, a Hircarrah in the service of the Bhow Begum, who had 
gone to the deorhee of the Begums in company with the Residency Hircarrah, 
was stopped by Meer Imaum Alee and Mirza Motie, who turned them both 
away, saying, “ Why do you come here after having executed a penalty bond 
“ not to come ?” They threatened to heat them if they presumed to return, 
and said that they would never permit the Bhow Begum’s Hircarrah to enter the 
deorhee. However much the Hircarrah of the Resident expostulated with them, 
telling them that the Bhow Begum’s Hircarrah accompanied him ly the Resi- 
dent’s order, and that it was improper to stop them, they replied, that they 
bad received orders from the ladies of the muhl and Hoosein Alee Khan not to 
admit the Bhow Begum’s Hircarrah. The Hircarrah accordingly came away. 


Intelligence from the Deorhee of the Begums at the Imaumbarrah of the late 
Nawaub, Assttf-ood-Dowlah, Sth September. 

The Darogha of Mirza Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder (son of the Vizier) having 
stationed peons on the road between the Imaumbarrah and Baolie, has conveyed 
away all the gold and silver articles from the former to the latter place. At 
three o’clock Mirza Syf Alee Khan, Inayet Alee Khan, and the wife of Mirza 
Adjoo, came and paid a visit to the ladies of the muhl. The female attendant of 
Musseetie Begum mentioned that her mistress, on seeing that the female attend- 
ants had carried away many of the articles belonging to the Imaumbarrah without 
the Nawaub’s leave, said to the Begums, that such proceedings would be 
injurious to their interests, and that the Vizier would be much displeased. The 
ladies of the muhl, on hearing this, were ofi'ended with Musseetie Begum, and 
asked her if she meant to accuse them of theft ? On this account Musseetie 
Begum and Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan have not come to visit them to day. 
The peon of Beebee Fyzee told the Hircarrah of the Residency, that his mistress 
was averse to coming from Fyzabad to Lucknow, but that Dooihun Begum and 
the sons of Sbooja-ood-Dowlah had brought her away by force ; that she was 
much embarrassed on account of her daily expenses, and that she complained 
that there was no one in Lucknow to afford her pecuniary assistance. He added, 
that his mistress had sold her bracelets and other ornaments to support herself ; 
that she would share the fortunes of the other ladies for one week more, but if 
in that time nothing was done for them, she would leave them and return to 
Fyzabad. Many of the bankers who accompanied the Begums from Fyzabad 
and have established themselves at their deorhee, say that as the sons of ShDoja- 
ood-Dowlah and Dooihun Begum and Janee Begum, who purchase cloths and 
other articles, it must be supposed from that circumstance that they are privately 

assisted 
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assisted from some quarter with money, for otherwise, witlioiit borrowing money 
for tiiem, the ladies themselves have not funds to make such purchases. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) George Swintox, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


To J. Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter from her Highness tlie Begum, 
Shums-oon-Nissa, to the address of tlie lliglit Honourable tlie^ Governor-Gene- 
ral, which has this day been received from Pertaubgunge, the place of licr 
Highness’s encampment in her jagier. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batllie. 

1 2th September 1812. Kesiden t. 


From Her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum. (Received the 21st Sep- 
tember 1812.) 

A long time has elapsed since a kind letter from your Lordship has soothed 
my troubled heart and brought comfort to my afflicted spirit : grant, great God, 
that the cause of this intermission of our correspondence be nothing but tl>e 
entire occupation of your Lordship’s time and attention with public affairs. 
The communications of Major Baillie, as well as my former letters, must have 
already afforded your Lordship full information of the wretched situation of my 
affairs. Under this supposition, however aggravating it must be to your Lord- 
ship’s feelings to revert to so painful a subject, yet as my sufferings have now 
reached the utmost verge of endurance, and death is more desirable than life, I 
am compelled once more to state the circumstances of my case. 

My kind friend, it will not be unknown to you that the much-injured female 
who now addresses you is the daughter of the Nawaub Intizam-ood-Dowlah 
Bukhshec-ool-Moomalik Khan Khuniiu, son of the Nawaub Vizier-ool-Moo- 
malik Asoph Jah Eatemad-ood-Dowlah Intizam-ool-Moolk Meer Kummer- 
ood-Deen Khan Cheen Bchauder Nusrut Jung, son of the Vizier-ool-Moomalik 
Nawaub Meer Mohummud Aumur Khan Cheen Behauder. , The high respect 
which the late Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah manifested towards her illustrious 
Highness, the Nawaub Begum Sahiba, my grandmother, a world of people are 
yet alive to bear testimony to, on their personal knowledge, and there still survive 
some of the nobles and courtiers of that period who witnessed the joy and 
exultation of Shooja-ood-Dowlah at the honour he considered his family to have 
acquired by an alliance with our illustrious house, to which, after the most 
earnest solicitation and entreaty, he obtained the consent of Iiis departed majesty, 
Shah Allum. Notwithstanding the change of fortune, and the confusion into 
which the affairs of the empire were thrown by the rebellion of some disloyal 
and ungrateful subjects, no indignity, nor disrespect, was ever experienced at the 
hands of any individual by the members of our illustrious house. The Nawaub 
Shooja-ood-Dowlah entertaining a just consideration for my rank, regarded me 
as one who had ennobled his family, and sought with such devotion to promote 
my satisfaction, and manifested such kindness and favour towards me in so many 
ways that the particulars could not be contained in volumes. Whenever the 
recollection of the past comes into my mind, the comparison of it with the 
present embitters existence. On the succession of Shooja-ood-Dowlah’s son, 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, to the musnud, my rank and dignity continued daily to be 
respected more and more, and with the union of our destinies so intimately were 
our affections united, that I looked upon him as my very self, and myself as his 
very self. In a state of such perfect identity of person, the sense of mutual 
obligation, no more than the cause of complaint on either side, could be con- 
ceived to exist. There was no department of the State, the officers of which 
ever objected to obey my will, and every one executed my commands with all 
his heart and soul not a single inhabitant of the city had power to act 

6 B perversely 


Beqgal Poii^tcal 
Cf'onsiiltatkink, 

2. July 1813. 

Ettclosures 
in Resident's Letter. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Luckjion . 


Letter 

from the Begum. 



46« 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal Piditica) 
ConsulUtifMia, 

2 July 1«1S.- 

Letter 

rom the Begom. 


perversely towards any of my household. After the demise of N^watthAsuE-ooicI^ 
Dowlah, when the signs of unworthiness appeared on the forelaead of Vizier AleU; 
Khan, I expressed my hope to the late Governor-General, Sir Jolih Shore, that 
due attention would be paid' to my rank and situation. On that occasion I 
received from him assurances of the most gratifying and satisfactory nature, and 
I have in my possession a letter from him to the same effect, written to me at the 
time when Vizier Alee Khan was removed from the musnud, and his Excellency 
Saadut Alee Khan was elevated in his room. Notwithstanding my high rank add' 
station, and my right to be. treated with the utmost reverence and respedt by 
his Excellency my brother, I have experienced from him such tyranny- and 
oppression as could not be detailed in writing in fifteen years. My hereditary 
possessbns in Delhi, consisting of villages and houses purchased by. my ances- 
tors, were on my grandmother’s decease given in charge by me to the late' 
Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlali. On the expirafion of the term of- mourning fer> 
the late Nawaub, and the settlement of the question respecting Vizier Alee 
Khan, I requested his Excellency the Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan to give the 
sunnuds of release and possession for the property in question to. my agents 
at Delhi. To this request his Excellency at first returned no answer : being 
at length pressed by frequent letters and verbal messages, he amused me 
with promises from day to day. A letter containing his promise is forthcoming. 
Fourteen years and some months have since passed away, and his Excellency 
still usurps possession. 1 trust tliat your Lordship, who is endowed with the 
power of just discrimination, will pause for a moment to view with attention 
this act of tyranny. 

Other mean acts of tyranny and oppression, which I consider it a disgrace 
even to mention, his Excellency does not blush to sanction : such, for example, 
as discontinuing the pay of the pal kee- bearers of my establishment, the 
allowance for candles and oil, the allowance for the hospital and for pawn, the 
pay of the peons, chobdars, and ahdaur, the allowance for feeding the horses of 
the eunuchs, and other charges, all of which were established of old, and were 
current even during a considerable time after his Excellency’s elevation to the 
musnml. How can 1 enter into a detail of such transactions, which cannot but 
give extreme pain and dissatisfaction to a liberal mind, and a heart which 
reveres justice, such as your Lordship’s ? Moreover, I abstain from enlarging 
on a subject so fatiguing and painful to your Lordship, as I am afraid of intrud- 
ing on the little leisure which the multiplicity of important public affairs 
allow you to enjoy. What I have now stated I have been unavoidably com- 
pelled to state, for the tyrannical acts of his Excellency my brother, which 
have not even left a place in iny body for my soul to reside in, will not siifftr 
me to remain silent. Another more singular occurrence than the preceding is as 
follows: My brother wrasdesirous from the very first to discontinue the supplies for 
my table. Accordingly, in the time of C’olonel Scott they were stopped for a month ’ 
and some days. As the Almighty has been pleased to distinguish the virtuous 
nation of the English above all other nations, by their love of justice and by the 
regard which they pay to the rank and situation of every individual, they never 
on any occasion depart from the strict line of justice, nor suffer one to oppress 
atiother, as well from a respect for the principles of government as from a desire 
to do what is pleasing in the sight of God. Colonel Scott reported the circum- 
stance to the Governor-General, Marquess Wellesley, and with the sanction of 
his Lordship, with much severity and anger caused my table to be supplied as 
before, and a compensation in money, at the average of the usual expense, to 
he paid to me for the time during which the supplies had been withheld.' 
Although satisfied that the exercise of acts of injustice and oppression wiotild 
never be permitted by the English gentlemen, in whose court of justice the 
renowned monarch Nooshirwaiin would be proud to hold the office of doorkeeper,- 
still his Excellency perservering in his tyrannical career, caused such victuals to' 
he furnished for my table as my servants turned away from with loathlng and 
disgust. Being without remedy, 1 defrayed my table expmses out of the' 
receipts of the small jagier which the late Nawaub had settled ‘upon mev through' 
the agency of Mr. Middleton, for the supply of tobacco, cawn, and tnissee, for 
the use of my household, and I caused the victuals to be cook^ within the 
muhl. 1 cannot but lament the stupidity of his Excellency - in thia-affiair, that 
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lie did n*M & moment reflect that, in a case so clear and evident aa this, if the 
Bfitisb* Government was prevented by any olistacle from augmenting the sources 
of provision for one whom it considered to be entitled to superior attention and 
respect, it would never, at least, suffer such a person s established privileges to be Leit«r 
diminishted or infringed ; and that in elevating his Excellency to the musnifdj the Ae fisgam. 
real object and ultimate intent of the English gentlemen were, that he should 
adeninistOr the affairs of the countiy with justice, and promote the hapjnncsscof 
his subjects; not that they had commissioned him to seize with th^hand of 
rapacity the property of the inhabitants and to oppress and tyrannize over the 
people; or that, in violation of the established forms of respect to be observed 
towards families of high arid illustrious descent, he had been authorized to dis- 
grace and degrade those wlra were entitled to be treated with distinction and 
honour. Merciful God, what words are these which have dropped from njy 
pen ! The just and virtuous consider the exercise of injustice under their 
sanction to be worse than the commission of it by themselves, and look upon it 
as more criminal to authorize another to practice cruelty and oppression, than 
to be guilty of those acts in their own person. All that has befallen me is solely 
to bw ascribed to the tyrannical disposition and folly of my brother, which all the 
salutary counsd and zealous exertions of the English gentlemen cannot mend. 

If, notwithstanding their strenuous exertions in mv behalf, his Excellency has 
thus persevered in his career of tyranny, what would have become of me had they, 
contrary to their usual and praiseworthy conduct, been indifferent to ‘my fate, 
and instead of protecting and watching over my interests and welfare, had shut 
their eyes to my brother’s proceedings. 

Another and more singular instance of his Excellency’s tyrannical disposition 
is as follows ’.—As he cannot actually deprive me of my jagier, he is desirous, 
from an innate spirit of malevolence, to render it n barren and unproductive 
waste. Actuated by these motives, when the refractory Zemindars of my jagier, 

r » find a secure place of retreat within the Khalsa lands of his Excellency, 
the crops and carry off tlie property of the Ryots, his Excellency adopts 
measures for the prevention or punishment of such proceedings-; nay, on 
seeing that these acts afford his Excellency satisfaction, the Zemindars of the 
KhaUa are accustomed to excite disturbances in my jagier, and seizing my 
ryots, they carry them away, and do not set them at liberty until they have 
extorted money from them. On a former occasion, while your Lordship was 
at Madras, I stated the particulars of this affair to his Excellency the Vice- 
President. It is now some months since Sheikh Mnssood, a Zemindar under 
the protection of tlie Aumil of Nawaubgunge, belonging to his Excellency, 
forcibly cut and carried off the crops of a mouzah in my jagier. Notwithstand- 
ing my kind friend the Resident repeatedly exerted his infiuence with his 
Excellency to olriain redress of this grievance, no success attended his represen- 
tations. In another case, Goolaub Sing, a Zemindar of the KhaUa, slew 
Sadder Sing, the shuhna of one of the mouzahs of my jagier ; and the 
same person has several times plundered my ryots of their property. Every 
exertion on the part of tlte Resident to procure the punishment of Goulaub 
Sing proved ineffectual. As the punishment of the guilty deters otliers from 
the commission of similar offences, and .as connivance at their crimes gives con- 
fidence and encouragement to the evil-minded, the disturbances of the disaf- 
fected in my jagier, who have a safe place of retreat within his Excellency’s 
khalsa lands, and of the robbers and marauders residing in the khalsa con- 
it'fguous to my jagier, have risen to such a pitcli, that the . small pittance of 
revenue which < I now enjoy will shortly be entirely stopped. There is not a , 
single Aumil, ofiicer, or servant of his Excellency, from whom I have not 
experteneed indignity or oppression. To detail the instances of disrespect, on. . 
the part of the ofiicers of his Excellenoy's court of oppression, which he has 
dignified by tlie title of court of justice, would require a volume. Despairing, 
therefore, of aocx>ii]pli 5 hing so arduous a task, 1 give a new direction to the 
current of my discourse. The circumstances, indeed, of the transactions' to 
\vhich I have alluded, must have been communicated to your Lordship by the 
i^idenfy Major Baillie, whose consideration for my rank, and whose kind exer- 
tions in my behalf, -exceed die powers of description. 

Another similar instance of his Excellency’s enmity, which I communicated 
to the Vice-President in your Lmdship’s absence, I now consider it necessary to 

state 
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stilite to your Lordship. At a former period, wlien I was labouring under a 
severe depression of spirits occasioned by the decease of the late Nawaub, and 
when I was also attaclced with a violent fit of asthma, 1 requested his p^cel* 
lency, as my ojevn muht was in a confined situation, to permit me to resident 
Mutebee Bbuiriin. 'Jihie i^ult of my application was, that after his Excellency 
had repeatedly bro^n his promise, he at last ivrote to me, in answer to a letter 
from me cotnplsjQibg of his conduct, that he had only appeared to agree to my 
requ^ to liiitnour me, and that, consistently with good manneis, he could not 

g iye, me 41 plain refusal. Since that time I have never made another request of 
iih. iMty liealtii bavins ®^ttetnely in the course of the last fifteen 

yeart^ frotti the repeated indignities which I expeHenced at his Excellency’s 
nahds, and which preyed upon my mind, I requested the Resident last year to 
obtain permission for my visiting the gardens of Kaukerabaud for a change of 
scene, and in the hope of finding relief from my asthmatic complaint. His 
Excellency not thinking it proper to refuse the Resident’s request, secretly 
issued orders to the people in charge of the gardens to fill all the apartments of 
the house with the sweepings and rubbish of the grounds. On my arrival 
th«e, unsuspicious of such meanness and malice on the part of his Excellency, 

' X found the house full of dust, rubbish, and stripped of furniture and floor- 
cloths. Vexed and incensed more than ever at this mark of disrespect, I 
returned to my own house on the third day. Being without remedy, I at last 
bethought me that if I couid build a small house on the banks of the river, 
within the precincts of the bazar attached to my own deorhee, the sight of 
the running stream might occasionally divert my melancholy, without being 
under an obligation to any one. Accordingly I purchased from some of the 
inhabitants of my bazar, for more than the value of their mud and straw huts, 
a piece of ground for tlie erection of a house. My brother, from motives of 
enmity, and with a view to lessen my dignity, instigated one of the inhabitants 
to bring forward a plea of a proprietary right in the ground, as having been 
held by his ancestors, and by a decree of the demons of his court of Adawi«t 
(by which I mean the law officers, wlio are the instigators of mischief) he cause * 
a stop to be put to the prosecution of the ivork. Although the Resident, nt . 
kind and compassionate friend, used every means in his power to prevent the 
work being stopped, he failed of success. In consequence of this indignity, the 
not being permitted to build a house on the ground attached to my own deorhee, 
where the vilest of the people construct their huts, and for which I had paid the 
money, I was desirous of leaving the city the same day ; but my kind friend 
abuvementioned, whose affection and regard cannot be equalled by that of a 
son or a brother, soothed my mind by his consoling expressions, and succeeded 
in allaying the flames of my just indignation. 

But the most disgraceful of my brother’s acts is as follows. A person called 
Benee Pershaud, a low writer, whose salutation a sweeper of my bouse would 
have been ashamed to return, l^ing puffed up with pride on becoming a farmer 
of customs, with the concurrence and authority of my brother seized all the 
people of the town and the suburbs who were iu the habit of supplying my 
bazar, and caused tiiem to enter into a penalty bond not to bring their articles 
for sale in my bazar ; although I sent to the Resident a petition from those 
persons, with the terms on which they were willing to purchase permission to 
trade in my bazar ; and although Major Baiilie spared no pains to promote their 
suit with his Excellency, his exertions failed of success. The farmer of customs 
relaxed not from his unjust and oppressive course of proceeding, nor did his Ex- 
cellency dismiss from his thoughts the desire of heaping indignities upon me. 
The weight of these injuries and insults has pressed so hard upon me, and has 
so broken my health and spirits, that I cannot live in this climate, and notwith- 
standing the skill and attention of my two pbytieians ray complaints suflfer no 
abatement. When I reflect, also, on the pain which the knowledge of the 
indignities and injuries to which the cruel tyranny of his Excellency has exposed 
me during a course of fifteen years must have occadoned to the Englwh gen- 
tlemen, I suffer more from vexation WB this aecoofit tlan even rroin the sense 
of my own sufferings. Tlie tyrannical, coodnet of his Excellency has mor^ 
over reached such a pitch, that human nature is unable longer to endure it, and 
it has become impossible to live under' such circumstances of dishonour ana 
‘ disgrace 
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disgrace in this land of trouble. The climate, also, is unfavourable to my cousti* 
tution. Accordingly, I could not restrain myself from writing to Major Baillie, 
that it was my intention to depart from this land of trouble, and to take up my 
residence in the Honourable Company’s dominions. Major Baillie made use 
of every argument to dissuade me from the execution of ray purpo.se, pointing 
out to me the difficulties which would attend my travelling in the unprepared 
state in which 1 was, and striving to comfort and console me ; but as my soul 
was ready to quit my body, and death itself was preferable to living in Luck- 
now, I would not consent to stay, and removed to my jagier at Pertaubgunge, 
with the intention of prosecuting my journey to Calcutta. The conduct of his 
Excellency on this occasion will afford to your Lordship’s discerning mind the 
best test of his intentions ; for, until my tents were actually sent on in advance, 
he never wrote a single line to me. After they had been sent on, he addressed 
a letter to me through the Resident, containing some preliminary observations, 
which excited my utmost indignation. An infant at the breast might be 
capable of discerning that his Excellency’s letter was written entirely at the 
solicitation of the Resident, and with a view to exculpate himself. Your Lord- 
ship has doubtless perused a copy of his Excellency’s letter, and the spirit of 
its contents cannot fail to have been rightly understood by your discerning 
mind. His Excellency’s a.ssertion, that he is ignorant of the cause of my dis- 
tress, is sprinkling salt upon my wound ; and his professing that my departure 
has occasioned him nothing but grief and sorrow, when he reflects on the dis- 
tress to which it will expose me, and the scandal which it may create among 
those who are ignorant of the true state of circumstances, has torn afresh my 
bleeding heart. I cannot but admire the extent of my brother’s sagacity. With 
regard to the sincerity of his promise of service, I need only observe, that when 
he resided at Benares he addressed letters to me after the decease of the late 
Nawaub, assuring me of his desire to serve me. In the course of the fifteen 
years which have elapsed since that time, what services has he left undone to 
make me weary of life, that he should still desire to render me more ? Although 
I was not to be deceived by the contents of his letter, I was willing, at the 
request of Major Baillie, communicated to me through a confidential messen- 
ger, to postpone my departure for two days further. Accordingly, I did not 
set out until Tuesday morning, at which time it having been reported to me 
that his Excellency had made an observation in company, that I was waiting 
for him to make an apology to me, for that otherwise what prevented me from 
commencing my journey, I could no longer restrain my indignation, but set out 
immediately, notwithstanding the burning heat of the sun. 

My kind Lord ; in the sincerity of my heart I assure you, that my object in 
relating these transactions is not to prepare the way for any application on my 
part for an augmentation of my jagier or of the established sources of my sub- 
sistence, neither is it to se^k for reconciliation, or for redre.<!s of ray injuries ; 
but my sole object is merely this, that as the Almighty has pre-eminently 
endowed the English with the virtues of justice, magnanim,ity, and a love of 
truth, your Lordship, who is the fountain of equity and justice, full of kind- 
ness and aflection, justly discriminating the truth and appreciating the rank 
and worth of every one, will, according to the dictates of your just disposition, 
be pleased to direct your attention to my oppressed condition and my injured 
rights, and not withhold from me the observance of that degree of respect and 
consideration which was established for me by the late Vizier, and to which the 
rank of my ancestors entitles me, and that you will afford me such a proof of your 
regard as may enable me in future to pass my life in tranquillity and comfort, 
which but for the kind and sympathizing attention of Major Baillie, would 
have come to an untimely end. My wish is, that my days may not be wasted 
in this land of trouble in the sinful neglect of the ordinances of my religion 
(alluding to the performance of a pilgrintage). Your Lordship’s kindness in 
this respect will both 'be pleasing in the sight of God, and will exalt and per- 
petuate your reputation in all times and in all regions of the earth. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) George Swinton, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government, 
6 C To 


Bengal Politica 
Consultations, 
2 July 1813. 

Letter 

from the Begun 



466 


O U D E PAP E R S. 


Bengal Political To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., .Chief Secretary to Government. 

Consulunona, «. 

2 July ISIS. Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch to your address under date 

- fhe 9th instant, having reference to the tenor and contents of the Vizier^s 

“uctow*** letter of that date to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, I deem it 
to be my duty to transmit to you, for his Lordship in Council’s notice, the en- 
closed copy and translation of two letters on that subject, which have more 
recently passed between his Excellency and me. 

2. The Viztet*S rejection of my proposal, with the view of putting an imme- 
diate stop to. the disorderly conduct of a few of the ladies of the khoord muhl, 
affords an additional though unnecessary proof of what is apparent to eveiy 
respectable inhabitant of Lucknow, that bis Excellency has been the sole insti- 
gator of the resistance of those ladies to the authority of the Nazir from the 
beginning, and that, with the exception of four or five of the ladies who are par- 
ticularly encouraged in their opposition by advances of money, under his Excel- 
lency'^s orders, for their support, every individual of the muhl now confined in 
the ImSmbarrah is sincerely and anxiously disposed to return in peace to 
Fyzabad, and prevented from executing this design alone by the restraints 
which are imposed on them. 

3. The nature and object of his Excellency's allusion in his letter to the pain 
with which he would view the further disorderly conduct of women, whose 
conduct has ever been disreputable, and whose present proceedings are insti- 
gated and directed solely by himself, must be sufficiently apparent to you to 
supersede comment on my part. If his Excellency’s honour or reputation, or 
the memory of the Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah could be affected in any degree 
by the disorderly conduct of women, who have neither honour nor reputation 
to lose, and whose rank in his father’s household was never higher than that of 
slaves, the injury now complained of has been sustained in a similar degree on a 
number of former occasions, and its reparation by an act of obvious justice and 
expediency is at present exclusively in his Excellency’s hands. 


Lucknow, 

12th September 1812. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baiixie, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Ist Ramzaun 1227, 9th Sep- 
tember 1812.)* 


Letter From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2d Ramzaun 1227, 10th 
from the Vi*ier. September 1812.) 

I have perused your letter of the 1st instant, in reply to mine of the Sulukh (last 
day) of Shabaun, acquainting me of your intention to transmit to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General the letter which I sent you to his Lordship’s ad- 
dress. It is well. Send, as you propose, my letter to his Lordship, and also a 
copy of this my shookha to you. 

/ . . 

With respect to your observation, that the statement under the seals of 
Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan Bebaudur, &c. (recapitulate). The fact is this : It 
is true that the statement of my brothers has been prepared since their arrival 
at Lucknow, and submitted to me here, and that the letter of the ladies of the 
muhl, and the agreement entered into between themi, formerly received from 
Fyzabad, have been copied here. Copies of what they had written, without 
the smallest alteration, are enclosed in my letter to his Lprdship, and some of 
tlieir letters on being received from J^zabad were orlgintdly sent w your 
perusal } but as you did not seem to give much credit to tlwi contents of tnoso 
letters, I discontinued Ixansmitting'theni to you. 

• Thia letter liM already been given «h page 4^ 
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Yoti remark, tliat before receiving my letter you had drafled some friendly 
suggestions with regard to the khoord muhl, &c. (recapitulate): The state of 
the matter is this : 1 have certainly performed all that 1 promised to you on 
this head. If you had mentioned more particularly the deviations from my 
promises, and that they were known to me, I should have written a reply to 
this remark. 

You have stated, that from motives of sincere friendship (recapitulate). 
You are, indeed, my undoubted friend and well-wisher, the strength of my 
arni, and personally dear to me, and 1 hope that you will ever continue to be 
so. It would grieve and afiBict me if the contrary, which God prevent, should 
ever appear. 

With reference to your proposal of the separation of Doolhun Begum, &c. 
(recapitulate). The truth is : That the agreement entered into among them- 
selves by the ladies of the muhl, a copy of which is enclosed in my letter to 
the Governor-General, must convince you that the separation of the ladies you 
mention from the rest would prove the source of additional clamour and 
disturbance. It was always my wish that none of the ladies should quit the 
muhl nor commit disturbance : but bad management has led to the present 
disgraceful proceedings. As the ladies of the muhl and my brothers above- 
named are all leagued together in their measures, it is impossible to separate 
them : on the contrary, I am convinced that if orders should be issued for the 
separation of those four ladies, and for prohibiting the. visits of my brothers, 
whose mothers are among the number, they would all immediately quit the 
restraint of the muhl ; and I cannot, therefore, as far as I have power, or 
as the matter may rest with me, consent to a measure which would have the 
effect of driving those ladies into the streets and bazars, for it would be more 
painful to me than death to witness such a scene as that described. The ladies 
of the muhl being no longer regardful of any thing, I have, of necessity, 
written on this subject to you. Consider with justice and impartiality how 
nearly I am related to these ladies, and you will own that, under this circum- 
stance, I must view with pain their degradation and dishonour, by their appear- 
ing abroad in the streets. 

You have stated, that with a reference to one remark in my letter to the 
Governor-General respecting the younger Begum, &c. (recapitulate). The truth 
is this : At the time when you agreed to wait on her Highness, for the purpose 
of effecting a reconciliation, and asked me whether 1 would agree to all your 
proposals, and I answered “ yes,” you did not certainly then go for the purpose 
in question, but, on the contrary, you informed me that her Highness did not 
seem pleased with your intention of waiting on her for the purpose of effecting 
a reconciliation. Hence it follows, that your going to her with that view is 
one thing, and your waiting on her more recently, in consequence of your 
hearing of her intention to leave the city, is another. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. 1 iiave the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, an English copy of the me* 
morial which I submitted to his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of his 
Excellency’s letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, and. a 
Persian copy of which, with a copy of his Excellency’s letter now under 
revisal, was conveyed to the Persian Secretary in my despatch of the 5th 
instant. 

S. 1 have repeatedly called on the Vizier for a communication of the result 
of his teoughts on the subject of the accompanying document, but his Excel- 
lency 
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lency seems disposed at least, if not determined, to evade a satisfactory 
communication on any of the remaining points which are treated in the 
Governor-General’s letter, till he receive a reply to his own letter on the ques- 
tions of the superintendence of the khoord muhl, and of her Highness the 
younger Begum’s departure from Lucknow. 

3. His Excellency’s recent proceedings, and more particularly the proceed- 
ing of his, Aumil of Baraitch towards her Highness the Bhow Begum, and with 
a reference to certain portions of her jagier and jaidad, have been oppressive 
and violent in the extreme, and have induced her Highness to address a letter 
on this subject to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, which 1 have 
received, and shall hereafter transmit to the Secretary in the Persian Depart- 
ment. A translation of a letter from her Highness to my own address, and a copy 
and translation of a letter which 1 have addressed in her behalf to the Vizier, 
are conveyed by this despatch for information. 


1 have, &c. 


Lucknow, 

18th September 1812. 


(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Mnehture. Memorial trantmtud to His Excellency the Vizier. (QOth Shabaun 1227, 

Q9th August 181Q.) 

I have perused with great attention the letter which your Excellency has sent 
to me, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor- General. It was 
not only my anxious wish, but also my well-grounded hope, after the communica- 
tion which 1 made to your Excellency at our conference on the I6th of Shabaun 
(2ith instant), that your letter to his Loi'dslnp should contain nothing whatever 
having reference to any question that is treated in it, to the truth of which 1 
should not be enabled with cheerfulness to subscribe, and to support by my con- 
currence with your Excellency every statement to be contained in your letter. 
Disappointed entirely in this hope, and in the natural expectation which I had 
formed, although nothing was omitted at our conference which seemed worthy 
of being stated to your Excellency with a view to the speedy anti satisfactory 
adjustment of all the points of His Lordship’s letter ; yet, under the idea that my 
remarks on that occasion may have escaped your Excellency’s memory, and 
with a view to remove all further responsibili^ from myself, by leaving no argu- 
ment unessayed to afford conviction to your Excellency’s mind, 1 shall recall to 
your recollection the observations which I made at our last interview ; and in 
the course of my recapitulation of those remarks, I shall reply to such fresh 
matter as your Excellency has introduced into this letter. And 1st, with a re- 
ference to your Excellency’s prc^sal of the nomination of one of your sons to be 
accompanied by a detachment of British troops for the purpose of settling your 
country, this measure was agitated, if 1 mistake not, long before 1 had the honour 
of residing at your Court, and was departed from or suspended by your Excel- 
lency, after mature deliberation, on various grounds of expediency, which are 
obvious, and which it is unnecessary now to describe. But your Excellency 
must be perfectly aware, that the proposal abovementioned was not accompanied 
by any plan or scheme of a setdement or system of assessment of your revenues, 
to be executed by your son or any other person, which the Britisn Government 
might have been called upon to approve or disapprove ; and, on the contrary, 
that the first suggestion of a regular plan for the just assessment and future reali- 
zation of the revenue was submitted to your Excellency originally by me and 
afterwards enlarged on and explained to you by the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, in bis Lordship's letter to your Excellency’s address, under 
date the 28th of December 1810, It follows, therefore, that the approbation 
or disapprobation by the British Government of a system or settlemrat suggested 
by your Excellency, was totally impossible, since no such suggestion had ever 
been made : but eved now I am free to declare, that, accordhig to my judgment 
there is none of your Excellency’s sons possessing that degree of knowledge and 
experience in revenue affairs, which could recommend him for such an cmploy- 
naent ; and further, that in my opinion neither the aid of the British tropps, nor 
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ofany other militarjr force, can be required for the settlcnienl of the rcveuues of B««|al 
a country^ if the objects of the settlement be justice, moderation, and a due re- 

gard to the rights ot the subject, without the wish or intentjoh of making exces* 

«ive demands, and of enforcing them by violence and ojspienion, ,Endom>*- 

Secondly, in regard to the objections which are stated yobr Excel- 
lency in your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-GeiHml ^ajnst 
the system which his lx)rdship recommended, although those objections have 
been already repeatedly answered and removed, 1 will again, in a sum- 
mary manner, submit the answers to your Excellency. The jummabundy, or 
settlement of your Excellency’s dominions, in the manner which his Lordship 
bas proposed, by a fair standard of assessment for a fixed period of years, can, 
with the utmost facility, be accomplished without any immediate recourse to the 
expedient of universal measurement of the lands, aiid the following is a proof of 
this assertion. The jummabundy of all the ceded and conquered provinces of 
the Honourable Company’s territory has been effected in the manner proposed, 
and settlements, first for three years, then for four, and ultimately for ten years, 
intended to be perpetual, have been made, and not a fourth part, nor a tenth, nor 
even a twentieth part of the lands, has to this day been subjected to measurement. 

The necessity for actual measurement is obviously limited to cases where the 
quality and produce of the lands cannot by other means be ascertained, to that 
degree of accuracy on which a fair and moderate assessment can proceed ; where 
disputes between the revenue officers and landholders arise, which can in no 
■other way be adjusted, as when the demands of the one are exorbitant, and the 
others are obstinate in withholding what may be considered as a reasonable 
jumma ; and this state of things may occur in one or two villages of a district, but 
not surely in every village of every district in your Excellency’s dominions, so as to 
suspend thesettlement of the whole, till the whole shall have been actually measured. 

In addition to which I submit, that such a rigid assessment as this, which your 
Excellency would propose in the first instance by actual measurement of the 
lands, is what no just or wise government would suggest on the introduction of 
a new system to its subjects : On the contrary', a moderate assessment should in 
the .first instance be made and established for a term of years, in order to gpve 
confidence to the people, to encourage the cultivation and improvement of the 
soil, to provide for the future increase of assets, and to give time for the more 
accurate and gradual ascertainment of the real value of the lands. Without creat- 
ing diffidence or alarm in the minds of the landholders or cultivators. 

■With a reference to the appointment of Ameens, your Excellency’s objec- 
tion seems to me to be exactly similar to that which is above described. The 
object of the appointment of Ameens is to conciliate the minds of the 
people, who have long suffered from oppression, not surely to give ground for 
alarm which might create disaffection or commotion ; and if disturbance or re- 
bellion in such a case could be reasonably feared, the British troops would be 
ready to suppress it, and to support the just authority of the Ameens. In short, 
what I stated to your Excellency at our last interview, with a reference to this 
point and to every other question of a similar nature, seems to me to be con- 
clusive on the subject, namely, that for the successful progress of the measures 
of reform, and of every Just measure which can form an object of mutual in- 
terest to the two States, two things only are required : On the part of your 
Excellency, a sincere disposition to promote their success ; and on the part of the 
British Government, the exertion of its influence and power in support of your 
Excellency's authority. The perfect union of these two requisites must overcoiQe 
every obstacle which can oppose them ; nay, must preclude the possibility of 
opposition. 

With regard to the establishment of bourts of justice, and police, which yon 
Excellency proposes to suspend until the extirpation of every rebel anti dis- 
affected person from your dominions ; as the &itish troops Jiave repeajtcdly, 

I'may say constantly, during the last thirteen or fourteen years, been employed in 
pursuing, destroying, or expelling every rebel or supposed rebel, whom your Ex- 
«oUency and your Aumils.have been (deased to describe as suc^ it seems difiicnlt 
io account for the existence of the inclination or means of resistance to the 

6 D autliority 
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aaUuHlty of courts of justice aud police to be constituted in tbe manner pre^ 
posed, with the advice of the British government ; but if any such power or die* 
position do still exist, the British troc^s are at all times ready to suppress it, to 
support the just authority of such a police, and the decrees of such -courts of jus- 
tice as those described. 

Thirdly. With a referehce to the investigation and adjustment of the claims 
and demands of your Excellency's Government which the British power may 
be required to enforce, the approved and unobjecti^able plan which has been 
proposed by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, by bis 
Lordship's adoption of the contents of my letter to your Excellency under 
date the 15th of January last (22d zeehijj), namely, the appointment and depu- 
tation of Ameens on the part of both governments, or on my part, for the in- 
vestigation and adjustment of such demands, a measure too which can occasion 
no diminution whatever of your Excellency's consequence and authority, as 
already repeatedly explained to you, supersedes any further inquiry, and 
might, in my judgment, with propriety have superseded the expression in your 
Excellency's letter to his Lordship, of a wish for further information on a 
question already so fully and so satisfactorily explained. His Lordship's reply 
to this part of your Excellency's letter, must inevitably be a reference to what 
you already know. 

Fourthly. On the subject of Moonsliee Alee Nuckee's claims, your Excel- 
lency has been pleased to observe, that they are of two kinds : one against 
this Government, and the other against the associates of the claimant. Your 
Excellency, in the conclusion of this remark, has furnished an Obvious answer 
to what is stated in its commencement. Moonshee Alee Nuckee is at present 
completely divested of every part of his ancient and rightful possessions in 
Sandee. If he have no rights in that district, there can be no associates in his 
rights. The Moonshee has repeatedly submitted to your Excellency, through 
me, the original sunnuds for his rights, and your Excellency declined to peruse 
them. Copies of those sunnuds, authenticated by my signature and seal, have 
been transmitted to your Excellency, and may be referred to at any time in 
your duftur ; or if you w’isb it, fresh copies can be made out, attested, and deli- 
vered wheti required. The history of those sunnuds is as follows : some of 
them bear the seals of chieftains who held the district of Sendee in jagier, 
b^ore the accession to those dominions of any of your Excellency's ancestors ; 
others are under the seal of this Government during the administration of the 
late Asuf-ood-Dowlah. They bear the seals of his minister, Hyder Beg, and 
of the British Resident of that period, purporting the Moonshee to be in po^ 
session of nankar and other privileges from remote times, and prohibiting his 
molestation in the exercise and enjoyment of those rights, not one of which 
is now in his possession, though a mandate, under your Excellency's seal, 
addressed to the Aumil of Sandee, during the residency of the late Colonel 
Scott, for tnaintaining the Moonshee in his possessions, and a statement of 
those possessions under the seal of the deputy Aumil be still extant, and pre- 
pared for submission to your Excellency. That no sunnad was obtained during 
the government of the late Shooja-ood-Dowlab, your Excellency's illustrious 
father, is accounted for on the obvious ground, that no molestation was ever 
offered tp the possessions of the Moonshee during that* period, which might 
have remWed new sunnuds necessary to support his right, as may be proved 
in the molt satisfactory manner by the wasil-biUkee or revenue accounts of the 
district during that time. With respect to the secoftd description of the 
Moonshee*# ciaimsy which your Excellency would refer to the Adawlut, some 
of them are of a nature and have already proceeded to a stage, which 
sedes any reference to the Adawlut* What purpose, for example, couW it 
answm', to bripg bji^pre the Adawlut the case of Eoil, .*** ”*^ 

arzee to your ^celltocy, a eppj irf* wbidi was trawmitted to me, bps hm^ii 
acknowledge the Moonsbee’s right ? or again, witi» 

of your Excellency's or^riiMr Imteeax Aloe to restore to tpe^glfai^chw^h ® 
Balaam Oolla Chowdreo tbft portion of tibair rjg^s whica> W 
law, even admitting the iegitiiiiacf of iintoeaz A]ee**i bietM^hich 
thvre can be obviously no necessity fi*r a reference to tii6 Adasrhltii bocaus ^ 


CoawritiitMML 

ajsiyidti. 
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Fifthly. Your Excellency’s long and extraordinary statement, with a refe- 
rence to the superintendence of the khoord muhl and other complaints 
against her highness the Bhow Begum, in no part of which 1 can concur, is 
alike a source of surprise and concern to me. The clamour and disturbance 
in the khoord muhl are ascribable, in my judgment, solely to the intrigues, 
in the first instance, of Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan and others, who are entirely 
at your Excellency’s devotion, and subsequently, as at present, to a conviction 
in the minds of those ladies, that their conduct is gratifying to your mind. 
Whenever ftiose intrigues shall be put a stop to, when the conviction above 
described shall be removed, all clamour and disturbance must cease ; and 1 
beg your Excellency to be persuaded, that the sentiment which I have here 
expressed must be the sentiment of his Lordship in Council, of all the Mem. 
bers of the Government, and of every person of reason and understanding 
who shall become acquainted with the circumstances of the case. The right 
of her Highness the Begum to exercise her control over the khoord muhl, 
and to distribute the stipends of the women of it through a Nazir of her own 
choice, without any interference on the part of your Excellency, as stated and 
fully explained in his Lordship’s letter to your address, can never be diminished 
nor affected, in any degree, by the statement in your Excellency’s letter, which 
can answer no good purpose whatever ; though to me it must form a source of 
the greatest surprise and regret, that your Excellency, after yielding to all my 
suggestions regarding the khoord muhl, after reinstating Tuhseen Alee Khan 
in his office of Nazir, conferring a khelat on his Naib, writing to that effect 
to the ladies, and desiring me to communicate this satisfactory information to 
the Eight Honourable the Governor-General in Council, should think it wise 
or expedient to address his Lordship in the terms of your letter which is 
before me, and the only effect of which must be to excite his Lordship’s 
displeasure. 

Of your Excellency’s pecuniary demand against her Highness the Bhow 
Begum, which is stated in your letter to his Lordship, with the view, I presume, 
of soliciting his aid in the recovery of that demand, I have no informatioii 
whatever. 

Sixthly. With regard to her Highness the younger Begum, the many frivo- 
lons complaints, on points of the most trifling nature, which your Excelleacy 
has stated against her Highness, seem to me to be unbecoming in the extreme, 
and unworthy of your Excellency’s mind, while some of them are totally erro- 
neous. Having yesterday passed two complete hours in personal attendance 
on her Highness, I had the painful oj^ortunity of listening to the detail eff her 
grievances, and of observing the state of her acconiniodation, whicbf Ibr your 
ExceUent^'s sake, I could have wished to suppress, but which ^I shall now 
be tompealed to report, by way of answer to your iE^o^epeysuompIaiot, 

and 


rule of law for inheritahee in isuch cases is known to all. B^ Vtth Regard to alt 
other claims on thepartof Moonsbee Alee Nuckee Khan, or of any other depen- 
dant of the, British Government in Oude, they can never, with a hope of justice, 
be submitted to your £xceUency*s Adawlut, until the nature and censtitution of 
that court shall become directly the opposites of what they are, in the manner 
recommended by the British Government, and repeatedly promised by your 
Excellency to me. Until such an alteration shall take place, the usual mode 
of determining all questions and claims on the part of the dependant of the 
British Government, which has been practised ever since the commencement 
of the friendship now subsisting between the two States, namely, your Excel- 
lency’s concurrence with the Resident at your Durbar in an equitable investi- 
gation of the claim, must inevitably continue to be observed. Upon the whole, 
with a reference to the just claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee, it is a matter 
of surprise and concern, that your Excellency should now have thought it 
necessary to ask the opinion of the Right Honourable the Governor-^General 
in Council, after the receipt of two letters from his Lordship and the Vice- 
President on this subject, in support of my representation of the true merits 
cf the case. 
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and as a justification of her Highness’s resolution to'quit your Excellency's 
dominions. 


Seventhly. With a reference to your Excellency’s observation, that “ atten- 
tiqn to the interests and consideration for tiie conditions of those who have 
“ a title to the protection of the British Government have ever been deemed 
“-,to be conducive to the increase of your own reputation, and that if the 
“ names and conditions of those who complain of injustice or disregard were 
“ known to you, &c.” I should find no difficulty in furnishing your Excel- 
lency with a numerous list Of such persons, in explanation of the Right 
Honourable tlie Governor-General’s remark, though his Lordship’s letter in 
itself contain a few very striking examples ; such, for instance, as their High- 
nesses the two Begums, Mirza Hoosein Alee Klian, Mohummud Tuhscen Alee 
Khan, and Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, which appear for the present to sufl 
fice. To those I might add, if it w'ere necessary, the names of Mirza Casein 
Alee Khan, the widow and only legitimate sons of the late Ashruf Alee Khan, 
among persons of rank, and Moonshee Iloosein Alee Khan, Pershaud Sing Su- 
badar, and some others, among persons of less consideration. But as it has 
always been, and is still my earnest and anxious wish, that your Excellency’s 
generous and humane conduct to those persons, and others of a similar descrip- 
tion, should hereafter be as generally known, and marked by the whole world, 
as its opposite has hitherto been, and should tend to strengthen and confirm the 
relations of amity between the two States, anil to promote harmony in every 
branch of their intercourse with each other ; under the influence of this cordial 
desire, I refrain from enlarging on the subject, and shall merely express my 
regret, that your Excellency should have introduced into your letter an in- 
quiry which seems calculated to renew with additional grounds, instead of ob- 
viating the just grounds of the complaint that is stated in his Lordship’s letter 
to your address. 


Eighthly. On the case of Hoosein Alee Khan your Excellency has been 
pleased to remark, that “ you have no knowledge whatever of the allowance 
“ alluded to, nor of the correspondence of that period." A complete and 
satisfactory answer to this remark was submitted at our conference on Tuesday, 
and can scarcely require to be repeated j but, for the sake of greater precision, 
I shall now state it in writing. The grant of the allowance in question, imme- 
diately after the death of the late Ameer-ood-Dowlab, by the late Nawaub 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, is universally known to all ranks and descriptions of persons 
residing in this city. My information of its having been settled and regularly 
paid for a number of years is derived as well from the records of this govern- 
ment as of our own, at the period to which I have alluded, and consequently 
the obligation on your Excellency to continue it, can never be evaded by pro- 
fessing ignorance of the grant. In addition to which, I have recently had 
occasion to know from a communication from the Persian Secretary to Govern- 
ment, that when the Honourable Henry Wellesley came here for the purpose 
of promoting the conclusion of the treaty of cession with your Excellency, and 
discussions regarding the establishment of an efficient police in your Excel- 
lency’s country arose, the question of the regular payment of the pensions 
granted by the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah to persons of distinction at 
Lucknow', was also agitated on that occasion, and the result of those discussions 
was this : That your Excellency should continue and regularly discharge the 
whole amount of the pensions which had been trranted in your brother’s time, 
as well as your own, and that the demand of our government regarding the 
police should be given up. But, independently of the above information, the 
official detail of the proceedings of Marquess Wellesley at Lucknow, and of his 
personal conferences with your Excellency, is conclusive on the question at 
issue ; for it records your Excellency’s promise, not only to continue the pay- 
ment of the several pensions assigned for the support of your relations and 
dependants, but to liquidate all the arrears; and as it is abundantly obvious 
that Hoosein Alee Khan, and the other sons of Hyder Beg, must be cotn- 
prehended in the number of persons of distinction depeiident on your Excel- 
Jency’s government for their support, the delay of Hoosein Alee Khan for a 

time 
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time to 4emai9^ the; pajmemt of his pension can, on na of justice or 

liuriiAn^tiiaw a tendency to prejudice his right - 

Having thus, from motives of the purest friendship foryouy Excellency, ex- 
plained and commented on such passaj^S of your letter to the Ri^t ^Honour- 
able the Governor-General as seemed to tne to have been uimi^f^ lciibduced 
in it, or to require revisal and altsrstion, 1 have only to add a re^ie8i^#Ut your 
Excellency# a^r maturely deliberating a«i<vrhatl have here writteti, %nl be 
pl^ed to determine on the e^xpedteiK^ of transmitting your letter as it Stands, 
without any further delay, or of recallmg k for the purpose of revisal, An4 of 
suppressing such pacts Of its contents as may on reconsideration seem hostile to 
the spirit of fHendship and corditdity, that should ever regulate the discussions 
between the British Government and your own. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

From Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 14th Sept. 1812.) Letter from the 

® . r / lihowBesuni. 

You are welt acquainted with the various acts of violence and oppression com- 
mitted by the Aumils and Zemindars of my son's government against the people 
. in my jagier, and you have often represented those circumstances, as explained 
to you by my letters, to my son, but no measures have hitherto been adopted to 
put a stop to them ; and as I suffer a heavy loss from such proceedings, 1 have 
been compelled to address the Right Honourable the Governor-General on the 
subject, and enclose a letter to his Lordship, with a copy of it for your informa- 
tion. You will forward my letter to his Lordship, with such further remarks on 
your own part as you may deem advisable, with a view to my relief 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th Sept. 1812.) Letter 

from Resident at 

I submit, for your Excellency’s perusal, a copy of a letter just received from Lucknow, 

her Highness the Bhow Begum, complaining of the violent and oppressive pro- 
ceedings of Umur Sing, your Excellency’s Auinil of Baraitch, in carrying away 
by force the whole of the produce of the disputed villages and lands in her 
Highness’s distiict of Gonda, with a copy of an arzee on the same subject from 
the Zemindar of Bingha, Sheo Sing. 

I have already, on several occasions, addressed your Excellency on this sub- 
ject ; and on one occasion, by your Excellency’s desire, 1 pointed out the only 
mode which occurred to me of adjusting this unhappy dispute, and which your 
Excellency has been pleased to decline, (n addition to this just ground of com- 
plaint on the part of ner Highness the Begum, the recent atrocities of rapine and 
murder committed in other portions of her jagier by the subjects of your Excel- 
lency’s government inhabitiug and Ending refuge in the khalsa, have been 
represented to vo^r Excellency in vain, and her Highness has consequently been 
impelled to address long letter of complaint on those points to the .Right 
Honourable the Grpvernor-General, wbic^^ sbe has transmitted to me for de- 
spatch. 

(From aiotives of genuine fViendslHpfbr your Excellency, it is my sincere wish, 
if it be possible, to prevent the transmission of her Highness’s letter to his Lord- 
ship : and, with this view, I submit that as her Highness’s right to the disputed 
villages in Gonda has been establiriied, in my mind, beyond a doubt, ywr ’Ex- 
oellency should issue your orders to the Auroil of Baraitch for his immediate' sur- 
lender of ^oee villages to Sheo Sing, Zemindar of Bingha, to whom the villages 
in question belong; or, if a doubt remain in your Excellency's mind df the jus- 
ttce of-llus measure, and you be desirous of ,a further invesdgathni of the real 
mcmts<t>f the cas<^ that your Excellency concur with her Hi^nessthe Begum 
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in referring the final decision of the point .at issue to me, the friend and well- 
wisher of both parties, in which case, 1 shall depute an Aineen to investigate and 
report on the subject, and shall communicate my decision to your Excellency, 
with the least practicable delay. 

If your Excellency will be pleased to agree to this proposal, and to promise 
the exertion of your authority for the redress of the other grievances complained 
of, I shall cheerfully suspend for a few days the transmission of her Highness’s 
letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, in the hope of accom- 
panying the transmission of it with an assurance in behalf of your Excellency, 
that lier Highness’s grievances have been redressed. The satisfaction which 
bis Lordship in Council must derive from intelligence so agreeable as this, and 
so conducive to your Excellency’s reputation, will do more than compensate the 
delay. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Monckton, £sq., Persian Secretary to Government. 

Sir ; 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter from her Highness the 
Begum of Fyzabad, to the address of the Right Hon. the Governor-General, 
which is referred to in my despatch to the Chief Secretary to Government, under 
date the 18th instant. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

Cith September 1812. Resident. 


From her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 5 th October 1812.) 

After presenting compliments and praying for your Lordship’s health, I have 
the pleasure to inform you, that by the divine blessing I am well, and continu- 
ally occupied in prayer for the agreeable tidings of your Lordship’s welfare. 

What account shall I give your Lordship of the disordered state of the affairs 
of my jagier ? Many of the Aumils and Zemindars of the lands belonging to 
niy son, the Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan (whose life may God prolong), commit 
acts of violence and oppression in my jagier, and occasion confusion and disorder 
in its affairs. Thus the Aumil of Baraitch for two years past has interfered with 
eighteen villages in the talooka of Bingha. a depcndancy of the muhls of Gonda 
belonging to my jagier, on the plea of a dispute about the respective boundaries 
of Bingha and Baraitch, and some days ago he carried away the produce of the 
villages to a large amount, and he extorts sums of money from the Ryots whom 
he has -seized. He has also placed his own people over seven other villages of 
Bingha. In like manner, two years past, the Zemindars of mouzah Surawan, 
in the district of Baraitch, have attached about seven hundred begahs of land 
in mouzah Dhuttolec, situated in zillah Ramaunpore, which belongs to Gonda, 
under the pretence of its being within the boundaries of their mouzah, and 
are prepared to take forcible possession of it. Accordingly, a few days ago they 
began, to reap the crops of the lands situated on the frontier of the mouzah of 
Dhuttolec, upon which the Zemindars of that place resisted the attempt; but 
the Zemindars of Surawan having come in a large body with the intention of 
fighting, overcame those of Dhuttolec, seven of whom were killed by swords 
and fire-arms. The heirs of the slain are now besetting my deorhee, crying out 
for retiress. Twenty days ago the Rajah of Kungule, situated in Baraitch, 
without any provocation, sent about four hundred matchlock-men into mv 
jagier, when they killed Hunuoomauu Poorce Gossaync, the renter of mouzah 
Ramaunpore, a dependency of Gonda, and plundered his house of money and 
goods to the amount of nearly a lac of rupees. 

Since last year, the Zemindars of Dhota, in the purgunnahof Dalmow, which 
belongs to his Excellency, have set up a claim to the lands of mouzah 

. . Shah- 
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Shabzadpore, in purgunnah Saloun, and excite disturbances. The Aumii of 
Dalmow sent a body of troops into the disputed lands, when they carried off 
the sons of Adhar Sing, the Zemindar of Shabzadpore, and they still refuse 
to release them. 

Moreover, in the vicinity of Nawaubgunge, and in the lands of Saloun, which 
belongs to my jagier, the Darogha of his Excellency’s customs, at the desire of 
his Excellency, has forcibly established a new chowkee for the collection of 
duties, in consequence of which 1 have sustained a great pecuniary loss. In 
like manner, the Aumils of his Excellency’s Government have been guilty of 
violence and oppression in many other villages of my jagier. I have repeatedly 
written to his Excellency and to the Resident. On his part, he also has made 
suitable representations to his Excellency, but without effect. The affairs of 
niy jagier are daily falling into more and more confusion and disorder, and in 
consequence of these oppressive acts on the part of his Excellency's Aumils, the, 
amount of the revenue realized from my jagier falls short of what it formerly 
was. As the British Government is bound to protect and defend my rights, and 
as I have every hope of receiving its aid and assistance, in consideration of our 
long established friendship, I trust that your Lordship will be kindly pleased to 
issue instructions to the Resident, calculated to restore order to the affairs of 
my jagier, so that the dispute about the boundaries of Bingha and Baraitch may 
be settled, the offenders be punished, all questions respecting jagier be adjusted, 
the plundered property be restored, and the Aumils and Zemindars be strictly 
enjoined not to commit in future any acts of violence or oppression in my lands, 
on pain of meeting the punishment due to their offence. 

Deserters, also, from my jagier established themselves in the lands belonging 
to his Excellenc}', from whence, with the assistance of his Excellency’s Zemin- 
<lars, they come and excite disturbances in my villages. When 1 write to his 
Excellency on this subject, he practises evasion and delay, and I am unable to 
obtain any redress. On this account I .sustain a great loss of revenue. I there- 
fore request, that your Lordslrii' will instruct the Resident to direct his attention 
to this point, and to take measures for the timely redress of such outrages in 
future. By your Lordship's kindness and favour, the aff'airs of my jagier will 
thu.s be restored to order, security will be afforded to my Ryots, and my mind 
will be satisfied and set at ease. 

A true translation : 

(.Signed) G. Swinton, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
30th ultimo,* conveying the instructions of the Government for my guidance 
with a reference to her Highness the younger Begum’s departure from this 
country, and her future re.sidence in the district of Elahabad. 

2. The Begum quitted her jagier on the day which had been fixed for her 
departure, as announced in my despatch of the 19th ultimo, and proceeded 
across the Goonffie to the neighbourhood of Selimpore, about twenty miles from 
Lucknow, where her Highness halted for several days, at my suggestion, in the 
hope of receiving a letter from the Right Honourable the Governor-General, in 
answer to that which announced her resolution to quit the Vizier s country and 
reside in the Company’s dominions. 

S. On Thursday, the 19th instant, I paid a visit to her Highness in camp at 
Selimpore, and in compliance with the apparent wishes and the earnest desire of 
the Vizier, though with scarcely any hope of succe.ss on his or my own part, I 
renewed my endeavours to bring about a reconciliation between his Excellency 
and the Begum, and to prevail on her Highness to return to Lucknow, or take 
up her permanent residence in her jagier. 
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• Vide page 320. 
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Ftolitical 4, After occupying a considerable time in unavailing exertions and entreaties 
2 above effect, 1 deemed it pwper to call her Highness’s attention to the 

^ '■ probability of increasing disturbances in her jagier, in consequence of her 

Letter retirement from this country, and to suggest to her the necessity of some 

from H^ident at arrangement, which might ensure to her the means of subsistence during her 
Luc .now. residence in the Company's dominions. 

5. It was her Highness’s wish and expectation that I should assume the super- 
intendence, and engage for the protection and support of her servants in the 
management of her jagier, and in the realization and remittance of its revenue ; 
.and on my stating a number of obstacles to, and explaining the impractica- 
bility of tiiis measure, her Highness proposed as an alternative, the transfer of 
her jagier to the Honourable Company, in exchange for a portion of land of 
equ.'il extent and produce in the Dooab, or on any other terms which the Govern- 
ment might be pleased to prescribe to her. 

6. My rejection of this proposal, on grounds which it is unnecessary to state, 
was followed by a protracted discussion between her Highness the Begum and 
me, of the arrangement suggested by Government in the Chief Secretary’s 
despatch to my address under date the 1 1th September, for the commutation of 
the jagier for a stipend proportioned to its produce, to be regularly paid by the 
Vizier into the treasury of the Resident at Lucknow ; and I have great satisfac- 
tion in reporting, for the information of the Right Honourable tne Governor- 
(leneral in Council, that I succeeded at length in obtaining her Highness the 
Begum’s consent to the arrangement preferred by his Lordship, on the just and 
reasonable condition of the Vizier’s combining with the stipend, or clear revenue 
of the jagier, the amount of a compensation in money for the provisions hitherto 
supplied from his Excellency’s kitchen for her Highness’s daily consumption. 

7. A written authority for the final adjustment of the terms of this arrange- 
ment with the Vizier, in the name and behalf of the Begum, has been subsequently 
transmitted to me by her Highness ; but I have hitherto delayed to commence 
the discussion of the subject with the Vizier, for the reason assigned in my des- 
patch of the 15th ultimo to the Chief Secretary to Government, namely, my 
expectation of receiving a letter for liis Excellency from the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, which must tend greatly to promote the success of my 
negotiation, not only on this point, but also on the question which is at issue 
between the Vizier and the Begum of Fyzabad, namely, the superintendence 
and control of the khoord muhl. 

8. A number of the women of the khoord muhl are still residing in the 
Emauin Barra, and occasionally clamorous for their stipends, which the Vizier 
has thought proper to issue to them, indirectly and secretly, with the view of 
encouraging tlieir unreasonable and improper resistance to the authority of her 
Jligliness the Begum, and of the Nazir of her Highness’s choice; while her 
Highness is extremely urgent with me for my support of her authority over the 
muhl, in terms of the Honourable Company’s guarantee, and resolute in her 
refusal to issue tlie stipends of the women through any other medium than that 
of their ancient and respectable Nazir, Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. 

9. I transnjit, for the information of the Government, the enclosed copy of a 
letter which 1 have addressed to the magistrate of Elahabad, on the subject ' 
of her Highness the younger Begum’s departure to that district, and 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillix, 

27th November 1812. Resident 


Letter 

froni Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To T. Fortescue, £sq.> Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Elahabad. 

Sir : 

1. Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa, widow of tlie late Nawaub 
Vizier, Asuf-ood-Dowlab, having determined, with the sanction of our Govern- 
ment, to depart from the province of Oude and to reside in the Honourable 
Company’s territory, and her Highness having selected the city of Elahabad, 

or 
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or its ueighbourliood, as tlie place of her future residence, I have been directed 
by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council to correspond on 
this subject with you, to apprize you of the probable period of the Begum’s 
arrival in your district, and to suggest to you the forms of respect with wlticfi 
her Highness should be treated on her arrival, and during her residence in the 
town or district of Elahabad. 

2. 'I’he Begum has recently proceeded from her encampment on the bank of 
the Goomtie, and will probably reach the gath of Papamow on the Ganges, 
nearly opposite to Elahabad, about the 10th of the ensuing month. Her High- 
ness is attended by an escort of the Honourable Company’s troops, under the 
command of an English officer. Lieutenant Fell of the 10th Regiment, and 
this officer has been instructed by me to apprize you of the day of her Iligh- 
ness’s arrival on the bank of the Ganges, with a view to your directing the 
supply of boats for her crossing the river, and provisions for her attendants 
and followers, including the escort, after their entrance into the district of Ela- 
habad. 

3. As a mark of rcsj)ect for her Highness, on the day of her crossing the 
Ganges into the Honourable Company’s territory, I suggest that the principal 
native officer, or tehsildar of the district, be instructed to attend in her High- 
ness’s camp, and to offer to her acceptance a nuzzur on his own part, and a sum 
of money, not less than a thousand rupees, with a small supply of the usual 
articles of consumption, such as rice, ghee, doll, goats, fowls, &c. as a zeqfut 
on the part of the Government ; and that, as soon as may be convenient after 
the Begum’s arrival within your district, or at all events on the morning of her 
approach to Elahabad, you proceed in person to meet and receive her Highness, 
and conduct her to the spot which may be selected for her encampment, till a 
suitable place for her permanent residence can he found. 

4. The Begum has understood and e.xpressed her belief, that the house of the 
late Nawaub Khan-e Aulum, in the town of Elahabad, is the best adapted to 
the purpose of her accommodation, and that it is either at the disposal of Govern- 
ment, or may be rented on easy terms from the proprietor through the medium 
of your negotiation. In any of the cases supposed, I recommend that this house 
be assigned for her Highness’s temporary residence ; and, further, considering 
the present infirm and unhappy state of her Highness’s health and her mind, I 
suggest that .some well-enclosed garden, or if possible, a convenient garden-house 
and enclosure in the neighbourhood of the city, be appropriated to her use for 
a time, with the view of affording her the benefit of occasional changes of air 
and scene, till the perfect restoration of her health shall admit of the adoption 
of measures, under her own orders, and at her own charge, for lier comfortable 
permanent establishment. 

5. With a reference to the high rank and the truly respectable character 
of her Highness the Begum, it appears to be superfluous to add, that every 
possible degree of respectful attention to her wishes, and of consideration 
for her comfort and ease, should be practised on all occasions by your- 
self and by those under your authority, while her Highness may reside in your 
district. 

6. The Begum’s principal eunuch and minister, Mobummud Nushat Alee 
Khan, or a confidential person on his part, will be the usual medium of commu- 
nication between her Highness and you. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

27th November 1812. Resident. 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

I have received from his Excellency the Vizier, and transmitted to the Per- 
sian Department, a letter addressed by his Excellency to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, on the subject of her Highness the younger Regum’s 
departure from this country ; in which his Excellency expresses extraordinary 
concern at her Highness’s departure, and ascribes it erroneously, in my opinion, 
to the evil counsels and the interesteil designs of a few of her Higliness’s ser- 
vants ; inferring, on their parts, a resolution to appropriate to themselves the 
personal property and wealth of the Regum, in the case of her demise on the 
journey or soon alter lier arrival at Elahabad ; an event which his Excellency 
believes to be probable, and to which he looks forward with no other concern, 1 
apprehend, than as it may affect his personal claims, or his views regarding the 
succession to her Highness’s j)ropcrty. 


2. The Regum has been seriously indisposed since she i)roceedcd on her 
journey from Sclimpore, and has halted for several days in the Row Regum’s 
jagier, where she expected to meet, and has certainly met with much greater 
attention and kindness than in his Excellency’s territory. But my latest accounts 
from her camp give no reason to apprehend her sudden demise, nor indeed any 
great protraction of her illness, and his Excellency's alarms upon that score 
seem to me to be disproportioned to the occasion. 


3. With regard, however, to the disposal of her Highness’s property after her 
death, whenever that event may take place, there seems good reason to believe 
that she has already provided, or will make a provision, for the disposal of it, by 
bequests during her life-time ; and consiilering her Highness’s situation with a 
reference to his Excellency the Vizier, as well as the nature, exclusively per- 
sonal, of her property, with the exception of her jagier, there seems to me to 
be no doubt of her perfect competency to dispose of it according to the dictates 
of her inclination. 


4. His Excellency the Vizier, in his letter to tiie Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, having reterred to and transmitted a copy of a letter to my 
address, expressive of his anxiety to be reconciled to the Regum and for lier 
Highness’s return to Lucknow, I deem it to he mv duty to convoy to you, for 
his Lordship in Council’s perusal, a trauslatiou of the letter in (juestion, with 
copies and translations of letters and other documents submitted by me to his 
Excellency, to which that letter is a reply. 

5. The Vizier had originally replied to my letters in very different terms from 
those of the documents which he refers to in his address to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, and -it was not until I had laboured for several 
hours at a conference with his Excellency, on the morning of the 18th ultimo, 
to convince him of the impropriety of tlie terms of his first letters on this sub- 
ject, that he agreed to recall those letters, and to substitute one in their stead, 
according to a draft which I submitted to liini, and which is now referred to by 
his Excellency as the dictates of his own inclination, the genuine sentiments of 
his mind on the question of the Begum’s departure. I transmit, for more parti 
cular information, translations of the letters which were recalled. 

6 . Regarding the claim of her Highness the. Begum for the restitution of the 
lands and houses at Delhi, the unquestionable property of her ancestors, which 
are now possessed by the ’Vizier, as his Excellency seems resolved to retain them, 
and to appropriate the rents of them hereafter, as heretofore, to himself, not- 
withstanding his original promise to restore them, I see no other more satis- 
factory nor more effectual mode of the adjustment of this claim, than by refer- 
ing it to the Resident at Delhi, before whom, if it be necessary, the question 
may be judicially tried. 

1 have, Ac. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2d December 1812. Resident. 


To 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the IHth November 1812. 

13th Zetkaud 1227.) 

I have received two letters from you, dated the 4 th and 1 2 th of Zeekaud ( 9 th 
and 17th instant), on the subject of the affairs of her Highness the Bhabee 
Begum. 

I have ever been, and am still, extremely concerned at the departure of her 
Highness from this city, and the thoughts of the difficulties wdiich she must 
encounter on her journey from the inclemency of the season afflict me in a great 
degree. I consider her Highness’s residence in this city as tending to promote 
its prosperity, and therefore I most anxiously desire that she may be induced to 
return, and increase the splendour of Lucknow by residing in it. If iier High- 
ness be desirous of a cliauge of scene and air, she is heartily wi lcoine to occupy 
my garden-house of Navvaubgunge, or any other palace or garden of mine for a 
time; and should she prefer it, the palace of the Golden Dome, which is a very 
large and sjmeions building, is entirely at her service as a tutnre residence. 

It is the sincere wish of my heart, that her Highness should continue to reside 
i;. this city, and to enjoy every degree of ease and comfort which is possible ; 
and I earnekly request that you will use every means in your |)ower, to induce 
her to return to Lucknow. With regard to the future satisfaction of the Begum, 
and the fuhilment of all her reasonable wishes and views, no fault shall be 
committed hereafter on my part ; and, with a view to her immediate gratification, 
I agree to commute the provisions which are cooked and supplied to her High- 
ness by my officers, thoiigb it be contrary to the custom of my Government, foi 
a certain allowance of money, accorcling to your desire ; and, further, 1 
solemnly promise, if her Highness return to Lucknow, to enlarge, as far as may 
be practicable, the place of her former residence, never to molest the Beoparries 
and others attached to her bazar, and to restore, as far as in my power, the 
good order and tranquillity of her jagier. 

After explaining all tla .se circum.stances, and conveying tho.se a.ssurances to 
the Begum, if yon deem it advisable and proper, I .shall go out myself to .Selini- 
pore, repeat to her in |)erson vvliat 1 liave liere written, and accompany iiei hack 
to Lucknow; and if, after all this, she he dissatisfied, and determine to (jiiit my 
country, it cannot he imputed to me. 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) .1. Bai L i.iK, 

Re.'^iclcnt. 


To his Excelicney the Vizier. (Written the yih November 1812, 4 th 

Zeekaud 1227.) 

1 have the honour of submitting for your Execlleucy’s perusal, the eiiclo.sed 
copy of a letter which I have received from her Highness the Begum, Shiims- 
oon-Nissa. 

Her Highiies.s, being now firmly resolved to take up her residence in one of 
the cities in the Honourable Gompany’s territory, will probably march from 
Pertaubgunge in a few days. She has called on me for the settlement of two 
particular claims w hich are connected with your Excellency’s (Tovernmeut. 

1 st. Tlie coummlation of the provisions hitherto supplied to her Highness 
from your Excellency’s kitchen for a monthly sum of money, agreeably to the 
adju.stmcut which took place in the time of the late Colonel Scott ; and 

2 d. The restoration ol' sums collected from her Highness’s hereditary posses- 
sions in Delhi since your Excellency’s accession to the musnud, with a shookha 
to your Darogha, at Delhi, directing the surrender of those possessions to a 
person whom her Highness may a|)point, agreeably to your Excellency’s promise, 
conveyed in a letter to her Higlmcss on a former occasion, a copy of which, 
with a list of all her pos.sessions, I forward foryonr Excellency’s information. 

. The 
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The justice of her Highness’s claim with reference to those two points seems 
to me to be altogether unquestionable, and will, I doubt not, Readmitted by 
your Excellency ; because it is obvious, that no loss can arise to your Govern- 
ment from the commutation of provisions for the money which those provisions 
have uniformly cost, and because I am satisfied that your Excellency could 
never wish to derive personal advantage from the possessions of her Highness or 
her ancestors in Delhi. 

Having recently received the orders of Government for the adjustment of all 
questions relating to the Begum before her departure, I trust that your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to communicate your sentiments on the subject of those 
two claims at your earliest convenience, that I may apprize her Highness the 
Begum of the result of my application in her behalf, and report the result to the 
Government before her Highness’s departure. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Leitcr To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 17th November 1812, 12th Zee- 
f'rom Resident at kaud 1227.) 

Lucknow. 

On Thursday, the iqih instant, it is my intention to proceed to Seliinpore to 
wait on her Highness the Begum, with the view of renewing my endeavours to 
suspend her Highness’s departure, and by assuring her of your Excellency’s pro- 
mise to accede to all Tier wishes, to pa\e the way for her return to Lucknow. 
Yet, 1 confess, that I have no hope whatever of her Highness’s return to this 
city, unless, indeed, as formerly suggested, your Excellency were to proceed 
to her encampment, and renew anti confirm those assurances which I have 
hitherto conveyed to her in vain. For the purpose of aiding my own exertions 
on this occasion, I again .solicit and recommend your Excellency’s cheerful ac- 
quiescence in the two claims of the Begum, which were conveyed to you by my 
letter of the 4th of Zeekaud (9th November), that I may communicate this result 
to her Highness. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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Extract (if a Letter from His Excellency the Vizier to Her Highness the Begum, 
Shums-oon-Nissa, dated the Lvt of Ramzaun 1215. {llth January 1801.) 


1 have received your Highness’s gracious letter in answer to mine. 


With regard to your Highness’s complaint regarding the house Mutchee Buh- 
wun, it is very surprising that your Highness should not have at once understood 
that my promise to give it up to you was merely a respectful mode of refusing ; 
for had I given up Mutchee Buhwun to your Highness, where could I have 
found a place so spacious as to contain the furniture, &c. that is kept in it ? Out 
of respect I could not flatly refuse your Highness, and therefore I was induced 
to make a promise. 

With a reference to your possessions in Delhi, no one ever reminded me of the 
matter, and the delay must be ascribed to forgetfulness alone. If your High- 
ness will now be pleased to send a person with a list of those possessions, I will 
issue a shookha, directing the surrender of them to the person appointed by you 
to take charge. 


A true extract : 

(Signed) 


J, Ba1I.L1£» 
Resident. 


A lA*t 
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Highness Shums-oon-Nista Begum, in Delhi. 

Villages. 

Sheikpore, Budurpore, Mukunpore, Kummer>ood*<Deen Nuggur, 

Noorpore, Mamoorpore, SaeerMaharajpore, Wuzeer^or, “ 

Noroozpoor, Junpore, Mudowleh, Korekurkur, 

Houses. 

The houses of Deby Dut and Yakoob Khan. 

Ditto of Eateniad-ood-Dowlah Behaudur. 

Ditto of Nawaub Aleah Sholapooree Begum, the widow of Kummer-ood- 
Deen Khan. 

Ditto of Moorteza Khan.^ 

Gardens, ^-c. 

Tiie garden of Yakoob Khan. 

Ditto of Ihtemam Khan. 

Ditto of Kazee Ekram. 

Ditto ofKokultash Khan. 

Ditto of Chuck Mobaruckpore. 

Ditto of Resheed Khan. 

Ditto of Milk Dhuka, Chuk Sudoura, Charbag of Eatemad-ood-Dowlah. 

Wells at Budrein and Ferozabad. 

Some ground within the house of Nawaub Kummer-ood-Dcen Khan, on the 
bank of the river. 

Mukbtira Moonuwura (Mausoleum) of Kummer-ood-Deen Khan. 

The village of Mubdshcer, commonly called Kusbah Burrum. 

A garden near the Nullah of Seyed Hummeed Khan. 

Fyzbaree, a garden. 

Ghoseporeh, ditto. 

Retie, a gar<leii. 

Mutchee Buluvan and the stables of Uara Shekoh, formerly in the possession oi' 
Eatenuul-ood-Don laii Behaudur. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillik, 

Resident. 

From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th of November 1812, Litur 

1 2th Zeekad 1227.) the Vizier. 

I have received your letter, dated the 4th of Zeekad (yth instant), containing 
a copy of a letter from the Babhee Begum to your address, a copy of my letter to 
the Begum dated the 1st of Ramzaun 1215, and a list of the possesions of her 
Higliness at Delhi, and requesting my compliance with the wishes of the Begum 
regarding the provisions supplied to her from my kitchen, and the surrender of 
her possessions in Delhi. 

The degree of her Highness’s displeasure against me, and of my wish for a 
reconciliation, 'as explained in my letter to the f lovcrnor-General, have long 
been apparent, and in proportion to my sincere desire for a reconciliation, her 
anger has hitherto increased ; nor is thcicany appearance of returning cordiality 
on her part. I have stated my wi.shcs to you on this subject freipiently ; and 
you, too, have explained mailers to her Highness, in the manner whicli you con- 
sidered the most advisable, but it has hitherto made no impression on her 
whatever. 

The supply of provisions for her Highness’s consumption has been, and 
is now, on the same footing as it was at the time of my arrival in this country. 

Even after her Highness's retirement to her jagier, her victuals were sent out to 
her as usual by my orders, and her Highness drove away the Darogha and others 
from her camp, and took from them the plates, cooking-pots, &c., which she has 
kept with her. Consider how little respect her Highness has shewn for me on 
this occasion. 

With regard to tiie commutation of the provisions for a sum of money, I can- 
not determine till I receive an answer to my letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, dated the 30th of Shabaun (8th September last) : and with a 
reference to her Highness’s possessions in Delhi, as they were in the time of my 
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deceased tootlier under his authority, so they still remain under my authority : I 
did not resume them from the Begum j and consequently her claim for the restitu- 
tion by me of possessions which descended to me with the Government can on no 
principle he aamitted* 


From his Excellency the Viaier. (Received the 17th November 1812, 12th 

Zeekad 1227.) 

I have received your letter of this date, stating your intention of proceeding 
on Thursday, the 14th of Zeekad (ipth instant), to Selimpore, to wait on her 
Highness the Bhabee Begum, with the view of renewing your endeavours, &c. 
(recapitulate). Do, by all means, as you propose, and in the manner which may 
appear most advisable, exhort the Begum to return : it will be very satisfactory 
to me. 

With regard, however, to your assuring her of my promise to accede to all: 
her wishes, &c., the case is this : I do not know what her Highness’s wishes 
are, and consequently 1 cannot authorize you to promise a compliance with' 
them on my part. 

With a reference to your suggestion of the propriety of my proceeding to her 
Highness's encampment and renewing my assurances, &c. &c., you will recol- 
lect, that at our conference on Saturday, when you mentioned to me that the 
return of her Highness by any n?eans would be agreeable to yourself and highly 
reputable to me, I ausw'ered, that if you thought it advisable 1 would write a letter 
to, or wait in person on her Highness, and your reply was that I might do what- 
ever I thought proper ; and when I observed further, that there was none 
besides yourself whom I could consult in such a case, you made no answer to 
that observation. 

My son-in-law, Hoosein-ood-Deen Khan, waited on her Highness by my 
desire, and implored her to return, but was taken no notice of, nor paid any 
attention to whatever ; 1 therefore leave you to judge what benefit is to be ex- 
pected by my going. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


« « To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to the Government, 

from Resident at . ^ •' 

Lucknow. Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excellency 
the Vizier, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, which 
is referred to in my despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the 
Secret and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batllie, 

2d December 1812. Resident. 


Letter 

from the V’izier. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 12th December 1812.) 

After expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to remind your 
1/ordship that on the last day of Stiabaun 1227 Hjjeree, corresponding with the 
8th September, 1812, I transmitted a letter to the address of your Lordship 
respecting her Highness Bhabee Begum (Shums-oon-Nissa), which contained 
an account of the real state of her case, but I have not yet had the pleasure to 
receive an answer to that communication. As the Begum has, however, lately 
come to a fixed determination to retire from Lucknow, I herewith forward, for 
your Lordship’s information, a copy of the reply which I returned to two rep^ 
sentations which were conveyed to me on that subject by Major Baillie. The 
circumstances of Major Baillie's interview with the Begum, and tbe particulars of 
what passed on that occasion, will doubtless liave been ftilly communicated to 
you by that gentleman. 
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My Lordj the fact of the matter is this: her Highness, Shums-oon-Nissa 
Begum, has been induced to leave this city, at the instigation of two or three 
persons, who will in all probability practice some deception upon her, and in 
case of her death (which God forbid !) possess themselves of her property and 
effects. It is with this view that those evil advisers have set her Highness at 
variance against me, her nephew, her niece, and her late brother’s widow. In 
short, her Highness not returning to Lucknow has been injurious to my reputa- 
tion, and has occasioned me much inquietude and uneasiness of mind. 
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Translation of a Copy of a Letter under date the \3th of Zeekdd (\Qth No- 
vember I8I2J from his Excellency the f^izier to Alajot' Eaillie, in Reply to 
two Letters from the latter respecting Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, referred to in 
the foregoing* 


To John Adam, Esq , Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1 . The letter from his Excellency the .Vizier to the address of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, in reply to his Lordship’s letter of the 8th 
of May last, which his Excellency transmitted to me on the 26‘ih of the month 
of August, and shortly after recalled for the purpose of revisal and amendment, 
fas announced in my despatch to the Chief Secretary to Government under date 
the Ist September,) has been returned to me this day by the Vizier, without any 
alteration whatever, save the omission of those paragraphs which liad reference 
to the question of the superintendence of thekhoord miihl, and to the departure 
of the younger Begum from Lucknow. It is accompanied by an answer to my 
memorial, under date the 29th of August last, a copy of which was transmitted 
in my despatch of the 18th of September: a translation of his Excellency’s 
, V* answer, with such remarks as U.c tenor of it may suggest to me, shall be sub- 
emitted to the notice of the Government with the least practicable delay. 


2. I have had many conferences with the Vizier during the period which he 
has avowedly occupied in reconsidering the tenor of his letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s address, and I have laboured at each of 
those conferences with increasing zeal and assiduity, to convince him of the 
justice and necessity of his acquiescence in his Lordship’s views. 

3. The failure of my endeavours is ascribable, in my own judgment, to his 
Excellency’s untoward disposition, to the habitual, I may add, constitutional 
jealousy and suspicion with which he has ever received propositions of the sim- 
plest nature and most beneficial tendency on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, and to the hope of protracting, at least, if not of evading, a compliance 
with its just views and requisitions^ founded on the known reluctance of the 
Government to urge matters to extremity with him, or to adojjt even the lan- 
guage of demand under any circumstances whatever. 

4. I have transmitted his Excellency’s letter in a despatch of this date to tlie 
Secretary in the Persian rlcpartment. 


Lucknow, 

3 th December 1812. 


I have, &r. 

(Signed) J. BAir.i.iE, 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excellency 
the Vizier to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-fieneral, which 
is referred to in my despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in 
the Secret and Political department. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Lucknow, 

3th December 1812. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) J. Bailwi!:, 

Resident. 


From 


* TMi Letter has been already given on page 479. 



484 


OUDE PAPERS. 

Bengal Political From His Excellency the Navraub Vizier. (Received the 14 th December 1812 ,> 

Conauitations, , ^ ' 

2 July 1813, Alter expressing oiy d^ire for the pleasure of a [tersonal tneeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to acknowledge the 

iVom tire Vizier. 1 ofyour kind letter of the 8th of May last, replete with sentiments of friend- 
ship) anti regard, and stating that you had expected to receive answers to your 
Jotter of the 28th of December 1810; and to two letters from the Vice-President, 
of the 29th of March and ]£thuf July 1811, the former on the subject of the claims 
of Muonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, and the latter in favour of Hoosein Alee 
Khan, son of the late Hyder Beg Khan. I have fully understood the contents 
of your Lordship’s letter. The suspension and delay which have occurred in 
Jthe transmission of an answer have been occasioned by the discussions which 
have taken place between me and Majbr Baillie. The objections which occurred 
to my mind during those discussionsT stated to the Uesidertt in writing. As 
those objections have not yet been removed by Major Baillie, and as the execu- 
tion of tlie several matters of business which formed the subjects of discussion 
Jaas consequently remained suspended, from motives of respect and consideration 
for your Lxardslaip, which I am ever disposed and attentive to observe, I 
suspended the transmission of my reply to your Lordship's lettei’. An answer to 
the letters of the Vice-President was not wi itten, for reasons which are contained 
ill the present letter to your Lordship’s address. Now that your Lordship has 
kindly called me to your recollection, and favoured me with your letter above 
acknowledged, I consider it to he an indispetisable duty to transmit a reply 
to your Lordship, and I proceed iiccoulingly to slate what is necessary to 
be represented. Under every circumstance, my expectation from the chiefs of 
the British Government, and especially from so kind a friend cts your Lordship, 
is, that in the affairs of my Government, and in the dominions subject ta me, . 
as well as in all my concerns, my power and authority may daily be sti;ength-^ 
ened and increased, and that, in the spirit of the friendship and amit^ esta- p 
blished of old between the two States, and which is conspicuous to ^11,1^1 wprld,^ 
no manner of loss, injury, detriment, or diminution may take placer^. a»4rj|haili^ 
counsel and advice, such as may be productive of salutary effects, may be^flwwlcdw 
to me by the chiefs of the British Govenmieut, and more especially by your 
Lordship. 

In your letter of the 28th of December 1810, your Lordship has written with 
your friendly pen, that by tlie terms of the sixth article of the treaty of 
November 1801, I engaged to esublisii in my reserved dominions such a 
system of administration, to be carried into effect by my own officers, as should 
be conducive to the prosperity of my subjects, and be calculated to secure the 
lives and property of the inhabitants ; ainl further, that with reference to tliis 
particular stipulation, the late Governor-General, Marquess Wellesley, in a paper 
wliich he delivered to me under his seal and signature, in the year 1 802, observed 
lliat I had engaged to advise with the Britisli Government, and to conform to 
its counsels in the establishment of an improved system of administration within 
the reserved dominions, and also in all affairs connected with the ordinary 
government of those dominions, and with the usual exercise of iny established 
authority, and so forth. What your Lordship has written as above is right and 
true, nor is there any denial on my part. The case is this : At a former 
period I was desirous of sending my son with a detachment of British troops 
for the settlement of my reserved dominions, and that with tlie approbation ol 
Major Baillie the Resident, he might establish a system of administration in 
those dominions. VV'hen I consulted the Resident on this point, that gentleman 
clearly and explicitly signified his prohibition, saying that in an affair of this 
kind the nomination and deputation of the Sahib Zadah, (that is to say my son,) 
were not necessary. •The establishment of a system of administration vyas 
therefore not carried into execution. Your Lordship will decide with justice, 
tliat in the introduction and establishment of a system of administration in my 
dominions, and in advising with the British Government on that subject 
according to my engagements, I have not failed ; and, with respect to the 
system proposed by* your Lordship in your letter above quoted, it was not 
carried into effect, in consequence of some doubts and objections wjiich 
occurred to my mind. Tiiose objections were repeatedly stated by me in writing 
to the Resident, and persouallv discussed between us. Conformably to the 

dictates 
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dictates of the friendship which I entertain for your Lordship, 1 now feel it to 
be an incumbent 4uty that I should, of necessity, state some of those objec> 
tions for yotir conskleration. They are as follow. Your Lordship, in your 
letter above quoted, has written, that if the assessment of the lands throughout 
the country should be regulated by the real assets of the several districts, to be 
“ ascertained by actual investigation and be fixed for a certain time, and if that 
“ assessment should be increased only in proportion to the augmentation of 
resources in the several districts, which might be expected to arise from an 
“ approved system of administration,” and so forth. The case is this : that with- 
out the actual measurement of the lands of the several mouzahs and villages of 
' the country, and without ascertaining the particular quantity of cultivated lands 
and lands capable of cultivation, vdlage by village, and the boundaries ac- 
curately defined, and unless the J^noongoes, Chowdrics, and Putwurries 
give a detaKed statement of all these particulars and conceal nothing, and 
the Zemindars make no objection to the measurement of their lauds, it 
appears to me that it will be difficult to ascertain the real assets of the several 
districts. With respect to the deputation of Ameens to ascertain all those 
particulars, appreliensions occur to me with regard to misconduct on their 
part, and to emigration and disgust on the part of the cultivators and renters, 
and to disorder and interruption iii the receipt of the revenues, and to failure 
in the jiayment of balances in consequence of the introduction of a new sys- 
tem. All these objections will have been made known to your Lordship, by 
the perusal of the letters which 1 addressed on this subject to the Resident. 

With respect to Major Baillie’s representation on the subject of establishing 
courts of Aclwlut and police in the several distiicts of my dominions under the 
management of officers of my Government, 1 am willing to appoint offi- 
cers to those situations, conformably with the Resident’s advice ; but the 
ftt^mplishment of these two objects cannot be contemplated, until every 
re ni^ and disaffected person in my territory shall have at once been effectually 
and rooted out of the country; until they find that if they seek an 
* m the British territories they will not be able to maintain themselves 

Ihere ; until they be utterly extirpated, and the troops never desist from pursuing 
them ; and, finally, until they be convinced that there is no place where they 
can establish themselves secure from the troops of the Government, Thus, in 
the Honourable Company's dominions, w'lutevcr turbulent or disaffected person 
is proceeded against, until he is effectually punished he does not cease from his 
evil courses. Moreover, in the police establishment of each individual place, 
where the people of the establishment, according to the system, can only be few 
in number, how will they be able to maintain order, when the turbulent and 
disafiected shall excite disturbance in large bodies. 
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With reference to your Lordship’s observation regarding the right of inves- 
tigating and arbitrating all such claims and demands on iny part and on the part 
of my Aumils, as the British troops may be required to support, and so forth. 
Whatever plan your Lordship may be pleased to adopt, for the purpose of 
investigating and arbitrating all such claims and demands, so that my indepen- 
tlent power and authority, as establishetl by treaty, may not thereby be 
impaired, and niy dignity and consequence be not diminished in the slightest 
ilegree in the eyes of my subjects, have the gooduess to communicate it to me 
and I am at your command. As I consider your Lordship to be iny sincere and 
affectionate friend; as all ray prosperity, welfare, comfort, and happiness, 
depend on your kindness and favour ; and as, excepting the members of the 
British Government and vour Lordship in particular, I know no protector and 
succourer, if your Lordship, which God forbid, shall be dilatory and forget- 
ful in affording me aid and assistance, and in taking a warm and active interest 
in the arrangement and settlement of my affairs, know for a certainty, that 
then, in such an event, the settlement and reform of my government will be 
difficult to be accomplished by me. 

Your Lordship has been pleased to observe, “ that it may not have occurred to 
“ me that your Lordship’s temporary absence from the Presidency produced no 
** change in the authority of the Government,” and so forth. My Lord> 1 wlio am 
your well-wisher, and firmly attached to you, entertain the same sentiments of 
regard and attachment towards you in all circumstances and at all tlmes^ equally 

6 U in 



486 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bettgfil noUtic^ 
CoiMuitMioasy 
2 July ISIS. 


Letter 

from the Vitier. 


in your pre.sence and absence, when you are near and when you are far distant. 
Such a thought my imagination is not capable of conceiving. You will be 
pleased to consider such a representation, by whomsoever it may have been made, 
to be entirely erroneoust On mature reflection, your Lordship will be satisfied 
. that a charge of the nature alluded to cannot with justice be attached to me. 

Your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, that I should no longer delay 
“ to exert niy authority for the redress of the wrongs of which Moonshee Alee 
“ Nuckee Khan has so much reason to complain.” 1 never did nor ever can enter- 
tain the idea of sacrificing the rights of any individual. The state of the case is 
this : The claims of Moonshee Alec Nuckee Khan are of two kinds, one against 
niy government, and the other against his partners and associates. "With respect 
to the first, let the Moonshee produce the original sunnuds in succession, under 
the seal of my father, the late Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah, and the seal of uiy 
brother, tlie late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, for the purpose of substantiating 
his claim and for my examination. In the event of his proving that the sources 
of provision stated in those sunnuds have been withheld during my government, 
I will order them to be restored to him. With respect to the claims which he has 
against his partners, let him refer them to the court of Adawlut, where they 
will be decided according to the holy law. On this subject 1 have stated to your 
Lordship w’hat appears fit to me ; but if it be not deemed so by your Lordship, 
he pleased to signify your wishes in this affair, that I may carry them into 
effect. 

With reference to what your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, that 
“ you have to regret the uniform disposition on my part to mark with my dis- 
“ pleasure all those who are entitled to the protection and favour of the British 
“ Government, and to exhibit the inefiicacy of its counsels on points affecting the 
“ honour and interests of my Government,” I have to observe, that as I consider 
my prosperity and welfare to depend on the augmentation of the ties of friend^tp 
and union, and on the consolidation of the foundations of unanimity and concord 
with the British Government, and on the favour and kindness of your I^i^hijp, 
which hitherto have happily increased from day to day; and as I deem attention 
to the interests, and consideration for the conditions of those who have a title to 
the protection of the British Government to he conducive to the increase of my 
own reputation, how is it possible that I should mark such persons with my dis- 
pleasure ? If your Lordship had been kindly pleased to apprize me of the names 
and conditions of the persons alluded to, 1 should have entered into the particu- 
lars. How is it possible that I should turn away from the counsel and sugges- 
tions of the British Government after discussion and explanation, or that I should 
act contrary thereto ? At eveiy time and every moment I have acted, and con- 
tinue to act, in conformity to the counsel and advice of the British Government 
and the Resident. But with respect to a matter of business, the accomplishment 
of which does not appear to me to be practicable, and on which for my proper 
understanding of it discussions take place, your Lordship will your.sclf be pleased 
to judge how my judgment can he satisfied with respect to it, or the accomplish- 
ment of it can be contemplated. 

With respect to what your Lordship has written on the subject of my exerting 
my authority to restrain or punish my ofiicers and Zemindars, who aflbrd pro- 
tection and assistance to robbers and marauders, and to withhold them from the 
exaction of duties on merchandize in boats passing up and down in violation of 
treaty, I assure your Lordship that, conformably to your wishes, I have always 
been and continue to be ready and disposed to adopt measures for that purpose ; 
nor have I ever been neglectful or remiss in that respect. Accordingly, the seizure 
of the marauder Bikyha Sing has always been and is an object of my attention. 
If a copy of the letter from Major Baillie to my address, dated the 14th of Rub- 
hee-oos-Sanee .1527 <27tli April 1812, A.D.), in reply to my letter of the pre- 
ceding day, in which Major Baillie expresses his approbation of the measures 
pursued by me in this affair, and his intention of transmitting it to your Lort^ 
ship, that you might be apprized of the care and pains which I had taken to 
effect the seizure of the marauder in question, had been received by yout Lord- 
ship before the despatch of your Lordship’s letter, I am satisfied that you w^ld 
not have had to express your regret and concern with respect to this point. The 
most positive orders and injunctions are at all timtfs issu^ by vnU to the Aumils 
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on this subject, and what power have my Aumils and Zemindars to act contrary 
to my orders, and to aid and assist robbers and marauders ? As it is not the 
practice of robbers and marauders, with reference to their own evil deeds, to fix 
their residence permanently in any one place, their detection and seizure must be 
attended with extreme trouble and difficulty. Thus, on the 6th of April last, 
Captain MaePherson proceeded with a detachment of British troops with tlie 
utmost secrecy and caution to the village of Jhcona, in my dominions, and sur- 
rounded it ; but after great and diligent search after Budjha Sing, was una- 
ble to find him. On the 4th of Jemmadee-oos-Sanee (14th June 1812, A.D.), 
several English officers stationed at Bheela Gaut set out with a body uf horse and 
telingas(intahtry) to surprise a band of robbers at Mulpoor, nearUmree, a depen- 
dency of Pertaubghur, when, after long and diligent search, they succeeded 
in apprehending only one person, named Shco Dut. None of the other robbers 
and marauders could be found. Adverting, therefore, to the nature and habits 
of those who lead a predatory life, I am persuaded that your Lordship will not 
impute the want of success in apprehending and punishing them to any deficiency 
of exertion or zeal on the part of the Aumils. Your Lordship will also be 
pleased to reflect, that many turbulent and disaffected persons who have left my 
territories and taken up their residence within the Company’s dominions, from 
whence, when opportunity offers, they make incursions into my country for the 
purpo.se of plunder, escape being apprehended and punished, notwithstanding 
the orders of the Resident and the most active exertions by the Magistrates of 
the districts. With regard to the exaction of the duties on merchandize, I have 
at all times prohibited and continue to prohibit such practices } and your Lord- 
ship will be apprized by the Resident's communication, of the measures which I 
have lately adopted for that purpose. 

On the subject of the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, son of Hyder Beg Khan, 
your"Lordship has written, that you have little to add to the just and forcible 
observations contained in the Vice-President’s letter to my address of the 12th 
of Jui^ I81 1. The state of the case is this : His Excellency the Vice-President 
wrote to me on the subject of compelling Akbur Alee Khan to make over to his 
brother, Hoosein Alee Khan, his just share of their family property, and of restor- 
ing a certain allowance for the support of the latter. I have no knowledge 
whatever of the grunt of the allowance alluded to, or of the correspondence of 
that period. At a former time, wlien Hoosein Alee Khan rented from my 
Government the lands of Sundeela and Mulleehabad, on his being turned out of 
those lands he paid the balances due to my Government, partly by borrowing 
money from the late Almas Alee Khan, an<l partly by rai.sing it in whatever man- 
ner he could, but he never stated any claim of right to an allowance, nor did Ids 
elder brother Akbur Alee Khan make any claim. When the late Colonel Scott 
was Resident at my court, no mention was ever made of the allowance alluded 
to ; and at the time of Lord Teignmouth’s visit to Lucknow, when the treaty 
was concluded between the two Governments, on which occasion the stipends of 
many persons were confirmed and of some augmenced, and all points of business 
were settled and adjusted, I heard nothing of the allowance in question. In like 
manner, not a word was said about it in Lord Wellesley’s time, and no mention 
was made of it during the negotiation of the treaty. On various occasions I have 
accommodated Hoosein Alee Khan with loans of money on his application for 
that purpose, sometimes of my own accord, and at other times at the instance of 
the Resident. But if the Khan had had any knowledge of the provision in question, 
he would haye made an application to me for its restoration. I must be excused, 
therefore, in not having granted that allowance. With respect to giving 
Hoosein Alee Khan his share of the family property, his brother Akbur Alee 
Khan is still confined under a guard of British troops; and Hoosein Alee Khan 
may take it from his brother in whatever manner he can ; or let him point out 
where bis father’s property is, that it may be given to him. The Resident hav- 
ing some time since repeatedly requested my permission for Hoosein Alee 
Khan’s taking possession of some gardens and houses belonging to his late 
father H^der Beg Khan I signified my consent, and the Khan is accordingly 
busy in digging and selling them, without fixing or specifying what his share is. 
As I am ready and willing to adopt any measures by which Hoosein Alee Khan 
may obtain his just share of the property, whatever your Lordship shall he pleased 
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to dictate with respect to causing Akber Alee Khan to give up his brother’s share, 
I will act accordingly. 

As I swerve not from the path of comj>liance with your Lordship's wishes, 
besides this, there be any thing else which your Lordship is desirous of being 
done for Hoosein Alee Khan, 1 am ready to do it to the extent of my ability. 

As my ease, comfort, security, tranquillity, my power and authority in the 
regulation and administration of the affairs of my country, and the welfare and 
prosperity of my Government, all depend on the favour and kindness of your 
Lordship, I entertain a confident |)ersuasion, that by your kind care and atten- 
tion the foundations of my Government will daily be more and more strengthened 
and consolidated. The e.xecution and accomplishment of all matters connected 
with my Government, the interests of which are identified with those of the Bri- 
tish Government, entirely depend on the favour and regard with which your 

l.x>rdship may be pleased to consider them. 

If your Lordship will be graciously pleased to consider me to be entirely at 
your disposal, and, abstaining from all discussions, will kindly devote your time 
and attention to the promotion of my dignity and authority, all points will be 
happily arranged and accomplished. The sole wish of my heart is, that being 
enable by your Lordship’s kindness and favour to pass the few days which 
may remain to me of this precarious existence in the possession of honour, dig- 
nity, authority; and affluence, I may employ myself in expressing my sense of 
gratitude and obligation to your Lordship ; for in this transitory world I have 
no kind friend or protector to succour and assist me, save yourself. But should 
any question be agitated, God forbid that I should think it proper to dispute a 
single point of what your Lordship nmy propose ; nor will I ever do so. My 
hopes and expectations are, that your Lordship, in the spirit of sincere and cordial 
friendship and affection, will watch over my interests at all times, and never foi‘a 
moment be neglectful of them. 

May the days of your Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be perpetilal. 

A' true translation : 

(Signed) George Swinton, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1 . I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, a copy and translation of the 
statement received from his Excellency the Vizier with his letter to the Gover- 
nor-General, and intended as an answer to the memorial which I submitted to his 
Excellency on the 29th of August last. 

2. In this statement bis Excellency sets out with an indirect disavowal of any 
fwoposition for the appointment of one of his sons to superintend the collection 
of his revenue before ray arrival at his Court. He calls upon me to detail to him 
what occurred on that subject before my arrival at Lucknow, and he declares his 
recollection of a proposal, not previous but subsequent to my arrival, which was 
suspended in consequence of my disapproving it. 

3. The Vizier’s letter to Colonel Collins, dated the 17th ofZeebijj 1221, submitted 

to Government in Colonel Collins’s despatch of the 7th of March 1807, and the 
instructions of the Government to Colonel Collins dated the 19th of that 
month, serve to demonstrate the truth of the remark in my memorial, which 
his Excellency has tlmught proper to disavow, and to i)rove that neither his 
original proposal to Colonel Collins for the deputation of one of his sons, nor 
the renewal of that proposal to me, could have been accompanied by any plan 
of a settlement or system of assessment of his revenues, the disapprobation of 
r^ection of which by the British Government could have served to exonerate 
Ills Excellency from the express obligation of the treaty which gave rise to the 
qiiestion of reform. ' 

4. His 



O U D E PAPE U S. 


♦ +8<) 


4 . His Excellency’s next observation regardiuji the necessity of an actual mea- 
surement of all the lands in his dominions, and of the removal of all his imaginary 
doubts before any reform of his administration can commence, seems totally un- 
worthy of notice, and is of a piece with the following remark “ That courts of 
“justice and police must be unavailing, till the extirpation of all disalfected persons 
“ from Oude.” To the first observation it might be answered, if further answer 
were requisite, that measurement, in as far as may be necessary, is a branch 
of the improved system -proposed, and that the adoption and exercise of tins 
system must gradually produce the information which measurement is calcu* 
lated to afford. To the second remark it might be answered, in the spirit an4 
character of the remark, that under the present system of the Vizier’s Govern- 
ment, the disaffected persons in Oude must be another name for its population, 
and that his Excellency would seem inclined to suspend the dispensation of 
justice to his people till his people shall be totally extinct. 

5. His Excellency’s objection to the appointment of Ameens upon my part, 
and his desire that the Governor-General should devise some other arrangement, 
for the investigation of his demands against landholders, whom our troops may 
be required to coerce, are obviously frivolous and evasive. The usual tenor of 
the instructions issued to officers in command of detachments employed against 
his Excellency’s landholders, has unifonnly prescribed their investigation of the 
Aumils’ demands, and their attention to the complaints of the landholders, and if 
the Vizier could not reasonably object to those instructions being issued to our 
officers, there seems no plausible ground for his objection to the measure which 
is now proposed, exactly similar in its nature, though more effectual in its exer- 
cise than the former. 


Ikngal Paliti^al 
Coneultationsi 
July 181S. 

^Letter 

rrom Resident st 
Lucknovr. 


6. With a reference to the just and established claims of Moonshee AleeNuckec 
Khan to his nankar and zemindaree rights in the district of Sandee, which the Vizier 
has been pleased to compare with his own disputed right to an extension of the 
limits of bis rumna, involving in this comparison a parallel between his Excel- 
lency’s Adawlut at Lucknow and the British courts of justice at Benares, it 
seems necessary merely to state, that the Moonshee’s claims have been already 
established by the exhibition of attested copies of sunnuds which his Excellency 
has received but refused to compare with the originals, thus admitting the authen- 
ticity of the copies, and further, by the unmolested possession of the Moonshee 
and his ancestors during a period of several ages ; and with regard to the Moon- 
shee’s disputes with the subjects of this Government, which his E)^f;ellency would 
refer to the Adawlut of Lucknow, that the Moonshee, in common with every 
other dependant of the British Government in Oude, will gladly submit his case 
to the Adawlut, on the indispensable and hitherto admitted condition of tlie 
proceedings of the Adawlut in such cases being subject to the Resident’s revis^l, 
or of their being public, and regulated by the principles and practice of every 
well-constituted court of justice in the world, in opfiosition to the Adawlut of 
Lucknow, whose proceedings are notoriously guided by the private orders of the 
sovereign, and its decrees the dictates of his will. 

7. His Excellency proceeds in bis statement to refute the complaint of bis 
unkindness and want of consideration towards the dependants of the British 
Government, by retorting an accusation of those persons who are mentioned in 
iny memorial, and first of their Highnesses the Begums. 

8. A complete and satisfactory reply to his Excellency’s statement, as regard- 
ing the elder Begum, will be found in her Highness’s letter to my address under 
date the 9th ultimo, a translation of which is enclosed, and a copy of which has 
been submitted to the Vizier. In this letter her Higbnes# 6onve^s a fist of faw 
grievances, and in the genuine spirit of a firm reliance on the justice and impair 
tiality of the British Government, which she justly considers as by treaty ilfike 
the guardian and guarantee of her own and her son’s rights. She calb oa 
Government to investigate and decide upon all the matters in dispute, Mid hinds 
herself to abide-by its decision. 

9. I deem it to be my duty to submit on this occasion, for the seriopf oonudera- 
tion of the Government, whether or not we be bound, by the a|^|^ and letter 
of our engagements with his Excellency the Vizier and with the ^gtim, to accede 
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|9i^oial, to arbitrate aH tha question* in dispute, and to 
eufilii^ w oxitoatton of bur 'decision by placing her Highqeas’s officers in pos* 
sesdiOn of 'itIliUiVer may be' proved to be her right. 

fioiniaiSMit at -^9: 9^ Begum’s departure from Lucknow, and ali 

Lucknow. ti>a, ^^qiiiStapCto at|te or connected with it, are so fully before the Govern- 

further remarks. 

' MAtftioUaeiii Alee Khan and Tuhseen Alee Khan are notoriously the victims 
of )liiar£xedlflBqy*a displeasure and resentment. The former is ab^Iutely starv- 
h^jiand lfae>l»tter, though still in the possession of a small jagier, the grant of 
fmcmet Government, has been successively deprived of every lucrative and 
wa peclabte employment which be held at the time of the Vizier’s accession to 
^tbe limaaaKi. 

12. The just claim of the Nawaub Casern Alee Khan for the full amount 
of hia inionwy stipend, as stated in, Lord Teignmouth’s letter to the Resident at 
Eiuskttoir dated the 28th of January 1798, a considerable portion of which is 
notr withheld by the Vizier, has been long under the consideration of the Govern- 
meat, and a letter horn bis Excellency to the Right Honourable the Governor* 
Oendral, contakking many of the frivolous complaints which are now exhibited 
^(aiaat Casein Alee Khan, was transmitted to the Persian department in my des- 
patch of the 28th of September 1809. A satisfactory answer to most if not all of 
fhoae. coinidaints may seen in my letters to your predecessor, dated the 28th 
of July and 28lh September 1809. 

13. The charge of violence committed by the servants of Casern Alee Khan 
, j^OSt a woman named Luchmee is erroneous in the extreme. Luchmee is 

ona of Casern Alee Khan’s wives, who, in consequence of some trifling domes- 
u tt6 diqHite, thought proper to quit her habitation, and was brought back to it 
with some trouble and persuasion by the children and servants of Casern Alee. 
She has since been reconciled to, and is living in peace with, her husband. 

14. In reply to bis Excellency’s observation regarding the widow and legiti- 
’ hlate cfailden of the late Ashnif Alee Khan, it appears to be sufficient to state, 

and is worthy of particular notice, that the arrears of the stipend of this family 
for a period of seven months were issued from his Excellency’s treasury, in con- 
sequence of my repeated and earnest remonstrances, on the day hsfore this 
statement was received. It is a common practice with his Excellency to 
occasion and maintmn a voluminous correspondence or a verbal discussion 
during months, for the purpose of evading a compliance with some simple pro- 
poution or some just requisition on my part, and when at length compelled to 
gCquiMce by my temperate perseverance in the discussion, to take an early 
<m^tunity of boasting of his cheerful acquiescence in my views, his ready 
ffim^spatton of justice to the person whose claim I may recommend to him. 

f^sqnf is M instance in point of the characteristic feature which I 
describe, and of which numerous instances might be quoted. 

14. With reflwenee to the two remaining persons who are mentioned in his 
ExedleMy’s statement, I shall merdy notice in reply, that the claims, or 
fwflher ^ compiaints d£ opi^ession committed by his Excellency’s servants, 
wbiefa were pielbiTed 1^ Moonshee Hoosein Alee about four years ago, seem 
now to be as far from adjustment or redress as th^ were on the first day of 
their bei^ hetfrd, and that the boasted favour and partiality of the Vizier 
tosHtids mil M i ud *S?Dg gpubadar, have been such as to induce this superan- 
nuated attendance of nearly four years in Lucknow, to 

quit thd his ^etensions to his zemindaree ibr ever. 

Ifi. Thi a^meittative part the case of Ilooseio Alee Khan appear^, to 
my jodfBicn^ teiw csliiusted in my despatch of. the 31st of Aognat* 

; I'have, &c. 

lapcknow, .... 

'-..y;' '■ /.• ' I,.' *4*,. 

^ ^atement 


(Signed) X 

- , Betident. 
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SUmmnl^yMu Mi«elhiKi^ Jhe Vixiet\ Mec^d the 5th qf 
mtmgh"Wmg his Let^ ike Address ^ tie Right ^ 

nor-Qeperah and intended as an Answer to Ae Restdenfs Mejm^ddi transmitted ■ 
m the 919A qf September. The 

You have «tated that the project of deputing oae of my sons irtt|i,4 l^ritii* Vizier sSist^apt. 
force for the settlement of the country was agitated before your eetlival at 
Lucknow, &c. If so, do you now state to me in detail what passed upon the 
subject before your time, and the grounds of the suspension of the measure 
on that occasion, as they are known to you. 1 certainly remember an aeea« 
sion of the discussion or a plan for the settlement of my country with/ithe 
advice of the British Government, by deputing one of my sons attended by a 
British force, long before your suggestion or the Govemor-GeneraPs proposal 
of the present system, and the suspension of the plan which I proposed. If 
you do not remember that discussion, I am helpless. 

You observe that the jummabundee. Or settlement of my dominions by a 
fair standard of assessment for a fixed period of years, can be well and easily 
accomplished without immediate measurement of the lands. The fact is tiiia : 
that tne adoption of the new system was originally made dependent on the 
measurement of the lands and the removal of my doubts, and in your draft of 
instructions to Ameens, measurement is also mentioned, and therefore as the 
employment of Ameens was suspended in consequence of my doubts not 
being removed, I have stated in my letter to the Governor-General the diffi- 
culty or impossibility of the adoption of the system proposed for the reasons 
abovementioned. 


Tl^th a reference to your remark regarding courts of justice and police, the 
state of the case is : what I have written to the Governor-General is per- 
fectly unquestionable, viz.^ that until the total extirpation of all diaafiected 
persons, as has taken place it; the Company*s dominions, courts of justice and 
police are totally unavailing. 


With regard to your description an approved and unobjectionable plan 
for the investigation and ac^ustment of all claims and donands by my Govern- 
ment, &c. As I am satisfied that the adoption of this plan would occasion a 
decrease of my power and authority, I have, therefore, knowingly and wilfully 
requested fbe Governor-General to devise and propose to me some other plan, 
which may not occasion this diminution of my authority. 


In reply to your observations on the case of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, 
the case is this : 1 haye stated in my letter to the Governor-General the only 
mode which I approve of adjusting the Moonshee’s claims, and if you approve 
of that mode it shall be followed. That the minute investigation of such 
claims as this is indispensable you must allow, because you know that, with 
regard to my own personal property, via., my rumna in Benares, although I 
have a sunnud fixing its limits under the seal of the late Mr. Duncan, still yoiir 
Government considered the investigation of my right to it as indispensable, 
which appears, indeed, from a translation of Mr. Edmonstone’s letter which 
you sent to me ; and, therefore, if 1 insist on the investi^tion of the Mnon- 
shee’s claims and those of his partners, who are all the subjects of my Govern- 
ment, what objection can be proposed ? 


You observe that you could easily furnish me with a numerous list of «iich 

g irsons as are referred to in the Governor-Generars letter^ &c. My . letter t;o,^e 
oyemor-General dated the last day of Shabaun (8th of Septemhi^)i, ^ ‘the 
subject of the two Begums, has already been transmitted tbroumyou. I know 
not what I have. done to evince my displeasure with their Migbneiisef ji 'hut I 
know that both of them have recently done many things regarding 
never done by them before, even to the extent of neglecting the ordhAfV oltter* 
vances of friendship, such as sending charitable donations and message^ or inquiiy 
af^^.itny, health, which I have frequently complained of t;o ^^^f .li^umher of 
the'Aemlhdars of the elder Begum's jagier are constantl;^ diaipilifi^liidl^^tiog 
srith and plundering and murdering the Zemindars of the t^lsa, and her 
ihglmess takes no measures to prevent them, as ymr must have' seen by a paper 

of 
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Bfogal^l'itttiifdM of intelligence dated the ISth of Ramzaun, which I aeiit ii^jl^ Wt^thc IT^ of 
that month. Formerly 1 bad a servant named Banker 
^ , * and then none of the Begum’s servants were guilty of luiy hif'i^^i^srrftiiss'';^ 

The now every species of impropriety is committed, and even #y ai^?vaiits iW lieate^^ 
Tinet's ^ateiimat. w-id) indignity by her Highnesss people, and the settlement’ of ^l^tes among 
the inhabitants orFyzabad, which formerly belonged to the GOvenmuhi^ is now 
with her Highness’s servants, who make no reference to me. Fotther, her 
Higfhness ‘ has appropriated the revenue of Luwana and Buteye, and. has taken 
possession of many other places belonging to the Khalsa. . Are .all these matters 
of my doing or hers ? 

With regard, again, to the younger Begum, her unkindness and disrespect 
towards me are apparent from the contents of her letter to the Right Honour* 
able the Governor-General. 

To Hoosein Alee Khan, I have repeatedly given sums of money of my own 
accord, and by your recommendation *, and although the inheritance of his 
father has never been divided, nor has he established his claim to any part of it, 
1 have put him in possession of several houses, the materials of which he has 
sold, and appropriated the proceeds to himself. 

Tuhseen Alee Khan I have never molested in the smallest degree. _ On the 
contrary, I have given him a jagier, on the produce of which he lives in happi- 
ness and ease. 


My desire to investigate the claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan is no 
proof of my displeasure against that person. The allowance^ of Casim Alee 
Khan is regularly paid to him at your desire, and every other object of his which 
you recommend to me is accomplished. His attendance at Court is dispensed 
with, and I have long ceased to complain of him to you ; yet you are acquainted 
with his former misbehaviour, and recently, as you yourself must remember, his 
people had the audacity to lay violent hands on a w’oman called Luchmee, whom 
they carried to his house, after robbing her of property, and I made no complaint 
on the sul^ect from my regard for you. In the time of Colonel Collins, Casim 
Alee once delayed to accompany me on my hunting excursion, for which neglect 
the Colonel made him pay me a line of 3000 rupees ; but now, for what reason I 
know not, he presumes to do what he pleases. With regard to the widow and 
legitimate children of Shurf Alee Khan, whom you mention, I liave done no 
injustice whatever. On the Khan’s death I gave khelats to all the members of 
the family, and did every thing necessary to console them, as you acknowledged, 
when you gave them khelats on the part of the Governor-General without my 
previous knowledge, using a proverb on the occasion, ti^jndicate that your own 
kindness towards them was merely the consequence of mine. 1 have not assumed 
nor confiscated any part of the property of the family, nor even accepted their 
proffered ntizzurs. The widow and children are in possession of all the wealth 
and eifocts, living in affluence and ease ; while the eldest son, and many of the 
subordinate women, are starving and objects of compassion. How, then, is my 
displesMure with the widow and children to be established? You may ask 
herself, and she will acknowledge the many salutary advices which I have given 
to her. 


Regarding the adjustment of the claims of Moonshee Hoosein AIm, you 
refuse to rerer them to the Adawlut now existing in Lucknow, and therefore the 
adjustment must be delayed till another Adawlut is established. 


Persbaud Sing Souba<^, who never had possession of bis Zemiodww for a 
period of forty years, preferred a claim fpr it through you ; and though he had 
never .been attended to in my late brother’s time nor in the days of former 
Resident, I consented to hear his claim at your request, and gave 
justice should be done to him : tiius extending my favour, instrad of evinang 
my displeasure towards him. 

You have stated, with a reference to Hoosein Alee Khan, that ‘‘ the of 
•* the allowance in question, after thedeaxh of Amcer-ood-Dowlan, by the late 
** N^waub Asuf-ood-DowIah, is universally known to all ranks of peopl®i 
proved to you by your own records and min^ in addition to which, «c. me 
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case is this i I ha~ve no knowledge whatever of such a grant : and at the period 
of the Honourable Mr. Wellesley’s visit to. this place, on the 7th of the month of 
J.emadee-oo$>San^, 1216 Hijery, corresponding with Monday the l6th of Oc- 
tober IJBOI, when it was agreed that all the pensions of my brother’s time and my 
own should be regularly paid, if any such pension as that in question bad then 
existed it must have been mentioned, and like the others have been regularly 
paid, which is a proof that no such pension did exist at the time referred to. 

In reply to your observation, that it is abundantly obvious that Hoosein Alee 
Khan must be comprehended in the number of persons of distinction dependent 
on my Government, I have already stated enough on that subject, and the rights 
of all the other persons of distinction arc dependent on certain conditions which 
are stated in Mr. Wellesley’s letter to me. 

A' true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Ftom Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 9th November 1812, 

4th Zckaud 12270 

I have received your letter of the 24th of Shuvval (3 1 st ultimo), w’ith copies 
of two letters addressed by you to my son, Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan, regard- 
ing the villages of Bingha, and a copy of my son’s answer to those letters. 

From a perusal of the above documents, it appears that you have represented 
every matter in its true light, and without the least partiality or favour, but that 
my son has no wish to bring the matters to a fair adjustment. What loss, indeed, 
does my son sustain by delaying the settlement of those affairs. By the improper 
and oppressive conduct of the Aumils of the Khalsa during the last three years, 
a great part of the revenues of my jagier has been lost, and this loss must con- 
tinue to increase till a deci-^ion be obtained on all the questions that are at 
issue. With this view, I now express my readiness to abide by any decision 
which you may pass on the several questions that are depending between me and 
my sou, because I know that your decision will be just. There is evidently no 
other mode for the satisfactory adjustment of those affairs, than that you should 
appoint an Ameen on your own part to proceed to Bingha and Baraitch, ascer- 
tain the real circumstances of the disputed lands, and report to you on the sub- 
ject ; that after receiving the report of the Ameen you pronounce your decision 
according to justice, and that I and my son become bound to abide by your 
decision. 

But, in addition to the above question, there are many other matters in dispute 
which require a speedy adjustment, and the settlement of which seems imprac- 
ticable by any other mode than the above. You formerly wrote to me for a 
statement of all the remaining questions, for the purpose of having them decided. 

I now enclose the statement which j'ou required ; and, with a view to the 
speedy and satisfactory adjustment of every remaining question, I jiropose that 
you appoint an Ameen on your oivn part, to ascertain in a proper manner tile 
whole of the circumstances of the case, and report the same to you for your de- 
cision ; and whatever your decision may be, 1 hereby promise to accede tb it. 
If my son consent to this measure it is well ; but otherwise, I desire that you 
address the Right Honourable the Governor-General on this subject, and forward 
the letter whicli I formerly transmitted to you to his Lordship's address, 
obtain the orders of Government to settle the affairs in dispute in a just and irn- 

i iartial manner, and to enforce your equitable decision in all cases which may 'be 
lereafter referred to you. 


Sloteiwnt of Queitions anilGriemnces which required to be abutted and redre^d, 
to the end of Shuvval 1227. (Sthqf November ISIQ.) 

First. It is upwards of three years since the Aumil of Baraitch, contrary to 
established usage, seized upon certain villages of Bingha attached to the nuihl 
of Gonda in my jagier, and lie has this year made a collection of revenue from 
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Bengal Political tliose villages. Let this question be equitably tlecided, and the money collected 

Aumil of Baraitch be restored. 

Leui^rom Second. The Zemindars of Dboma, in the pergunnah of Daltnow belonging to 
the Bhow Begum. khalsa, some time ago preferred a groundless claim to some lands in the 
village of Shazadpoor, pergunnah Salone in my jagier, and aAerwards took 
violent possession Of those lands, contrary to established custom, with the assis- 
tance of an Ameen and a military force deputed from tlie Khalsa. The Zemin- 
dars of Shazadpoor are willing to refer the matter to arbitration, to which the 
Zemindars of Dhoma will not agree, but keep forcible possession of the lands. 
Let an Ameen be appointed to investigate this business and an equitable settle>- 
ment be made. Further, about a year ago, Pirthee the son of Idhar, and his 
nephews, with a Brahmin, were forcibly carried away by Lnehmun jpershaud 
Ameen, who still retains them in confinement. The immediate release of those 
persons is required, as the affairs of the village of Shazadpore are in confusion 
owing to their absence from it. 

Third. About three months ago. Rajah Gungole of Baraitch sent three 
hundred deceits, matchlockmen, to the house of Hunoomanpooree Goshain, in 
the village of Ramanpore in Gonda, killed the Goshain, and plundered property 
belonging to him, to the amount of nearly a lac of rupees. Hurlollpooree, the 
Chela of Hunoomanpooree, is now at my threshhold seeking redress. Let the 
Rajah be punislied for the murder, and the property plundered be restored. 

Fourth. About eight hundred Beegahs of land in the village of Dhonee or 
Dhunoulee, in Gonda, nankar of the widow of Doorga Pershaud deceased, and 
belonging to my jagier, have been sequestered by Becheloll Moostajer (farmer), 
Gholam and Byjnauth Tewaree, Zemindars of Surawan, in pergunnah Gwaritch, 
sircar Baraitch, who now wish to keep possession of it forcibly ; and Ummur 
Sing, Aumil of Baraitch, from unjust partiality to the above moostajer, has con- 
fined Bukht Bully and Umrit Sing, Zemindars of Dunowlee. Several shookhas 
have been issued directing their release, but they have not yet been set at liberty ; 
and, in consequence of their confinement, a loss of revenue is sustained by me. 
Exclusive of the above, and on a very recent occasion, when the Zemindars and 
Assameesof Dhunowlee went to Poorwa-puranapore to till and sow their lands, 
the Zemindars of Surawan,about three hunclred armed men, collected together and 
killed Nepal Sing, Ram Sing, Bukhtawur Sing, Bhola Sing, Bilkur Sing, Dirgpaul 
Sing, and Joga Sing, in all seven persons. Zemindars of Dhunowlee. The heirs of 
the slain are constantly complaining, and nothing has yet been done to grant them 
redress. The remaining Zemindars of Dhunowlee, agreeably to my orders, have 
hitherto refrained from retaliating. Let orders be issued to the Aumil of Baraitch 
for the release of Bukht Bully and Umrit Sing. Let the Zemindars of Surawan 
be punished for the murders which they have committed, and let the dispute re- 
garding the lands between Dhunowlee and Surawan be settled, through the 
medium of an Ameen. 

Fifth. The women of the khoord muhl are still at Lucknow. Speak to my 
son on this subject, that he may allow the women to return to Fyzabad, and 
live in comfort as heretofore ; and let those who have enticed the women be 
punished, that no one may hereafter presume to act in this manner. This will 
add to my son’s reputation. 

Sixth. A number of petitions have been presented to me by the ladies of the 
muhl of my late brothers, Mirza Alee Khan and Mirza Salar Jung, setting forth 
the hardships they endure. You should exert yourself in sutJli a manner in their 
behalf as to ensure the regular payment of their stipends as heretofore, and^ that 
the allowances of persons deceased be continued to their children, otherwise a 
number of them must starve. It was ever the custom of this Government to 
continue the stipends of deceased persons to their heirs. 

Seventh. The disorder and confusion which prevail in the villages and Saer 
Chowkies of Ismaelgunge in my jagier, have been frequently stated to you, and 
are now explained under distinct heads, as follows : Let an Ameen be appointed 
to investigate this business also, and a just decision be passed. 


Fiist. 



495 


OUDE PAPERS. 

First. About four years ago Buhwan Sing, Zemindar ofBuhwareh, belong* 
ing to the Kbalsa, placed chowkies at the villages of Meida and Bhodunpore, 
which reach to Kukraghat on the bank of the Goointee, and which were formerly 
attached to Ismaelgunge. This person has ever since made collections at those 
stations, contrary to custom and right. 

Second. The same person, about three years ago, took forcible possession of, 
and has since possessed some lands in the village or Ghona, which formerly were 
attached to the low lands of the Jheel of Mobarukbagh. My Tehsildar is now 
completely dispossessed of the lands in question. 

Third. The above person becoming this year still more daring and insolent 
under the idea that no notice would be taken of his conduct, lias committed a 
fresh act of oppression, by seizing the Singhara and fish of the Jheels of C'henut 
and Mobaruck-bagh, which since the estimlishment of Ismaelgunge had ever be- 
longed to it. The Tehsildar of Ismaelgunge is now prevented from disposing of the 
Singhara and fish, by the violence of Buhwan Sing, who will not allow the pur- 
chasers to carry them away. 

Fourth. Tiluck Sing zemindar and farmer of Ismadgunge, from whom a large 
sum of money is due to the Sirkar, has fled and taken refuge with his family at 
Kujowr Gawn, in Nawaubgunge. Let orders be issued to the Aumil of Nawaub- 
gunge to aplprehend Tiluck Sing, and deliver him over to the Tehsildar of Ismael- 
gunge. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. In further continuation of the subject of my despatch to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, under date the 26th ultimo, I 
have now the satisfaction of reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that his Excellency the Vizier has been pleased this day, in 
compliance with my repeated and earnest desire, to issue his mandate to his 
Excellency’s Aumil of Baraitch for the immediate restitution to the officers of 
her Highness the Bhow Begum of nineteen disputed villages of her jaidad, in 
the district of Gonda, which had been usurped from her Highness by that 
Aumil, and regarding which a vexatious discussion had been pending between 
his Excellency and me for a period of three years. A copy and translation of 
my last letter on this subject to the Vizier are transmitted for the notice of the 
Government. 

2. The final adjustment and satisfaction of her Highness the younger Begum’s 
principal claims on the Vizier have been prevented hitherto, chiefly by the 
dilatory conduct of the officers of her Highness’s jagier, who have delayed to 
attend at Lucknow for the purpose of confirming their statement of the revenue ; 
but 1 have no reason to apprehend a deviation on the part of the Vizier from 
the promise which his Excellency conveyed to me on this subject in his letter 
of the 25th ultimo. 

I have, Sfc. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

ISdi May 1813. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 13th May 1813.) 

The points in dispute between her Highness the Bhow Begum and your 
Excellency are so various and so complicated in their nature, that a distinct 
statement of the merits of each separately seems indispensable to their satis- 
factory adjustment; and I shall adopt this method accordingly, beginning 
with the disputed right to a number of the villages of Bhiuga, in her Highness’s 
.i«dad. 
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A copy of your Excellency’s letter, dated the 4th of last month, having 
been forwarded to her Highness the Begum, with a request that l»er Highness 
would he pleased to furnish me with a list of all the villages of the jaidad, 
including a detailed statement of their revenue, I have recently bad an answer 
from her Highness, with the required list, copies of which are now submitted 
for your Excellency’s perusal and inspection. The only sunnud which the 
Begum possesses for lier jaidad would seem to be that important instrument 
under your Excellency’s seal, and the signature of the Governor-General, 
Lord Teignmouth, which has of late been so frequently referred to, and 
formed the subject of protracted discussion between your Excellency and me. 


This instrument contains no list whatever of the villages composing the jai- 
dad; but a list of them which was obtained in the year 1204 fusly from the 
then Aumil of the district, Rajah Newaz Sing, by whom they were made over 
by your Excellency’s commands to the Begum, is in my opinion equally 
authentic, alike demonstrative of the question of right to those villages, and is 
now submitted for inspection. 


From the date abovementioned, it is proved that every one of the villages in 
question remained in the possession of the Begum and her Highness’s odicers, 
without any molestation or even claim on the part of the Aumil of Baraitch, or 
of any of the Zemindars or Talookadars of that district, till the commencement 
of the present discussion, occasioned by the manifestly improper conduct of 
Balick Ram and his son, in wresting by violence from the possession of the 
Zemindar of Bhingha no less than nineteen of his villages included in the origi- 
nal list of tlie jaidad, with the intention, not even concealed, of adding those 
villages to the khalsa, and paying their revenue to your Excellency, as is proved 
by the statement of an Ameen deputed by your Excellency to investigate and 
report upon the merits of this case. I have ever considered the report of that 
Ameen as decisive of the question at issue of the villages in dispute being a 
part of the zemindaree of Bingha, and consequently of her Highness the Begum’s 
undoubted right to those villages. 

Under the influence of this conviction, I now transmit to your Excellency a 
particular statement of the villages usurped by the Aumil of Baraitch, and 1 
trust that your Excellency will pleased, without any further delay, to issue 
your mandate to Umcr Sing, for the immediate surrender of those villages to 
the officers of her Highness the Begum. When the purpose of this just requi- 
sition shall be accomplished, 1 shall proceed to consider and decide upon the 
other matters in dispute ; and after a minute and impartial investigation of all 
the circumstances of each, I shall submit my opinion to your Excellency, in the 
confident expectation of its being approvea, and of your Excellency’s cheerful 
acquiescence in my judgment, conformably with your promise to this effect and 
with the desire of the Right Honourable the Governor- General. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillte, 
Resident. 


P. S. The draft of this letter had been sent to the office to be copied, when 
I had the honour to receive vour Excellency’s letter of this date; and I shall 
here offer a brief reply to such parts of it as have not been anticipated above. 

Her Highness the Begum has not furnished me hitherto with any statement 
of the revenue of the several villages of Bhingha, nor of any portion of the jaidad, 
nor do I consider such a statement to be necessary. The dispute between her 
Highness and your Excellency relates exclusively to the number and names of 
the villages, and has no reference to their revenue. To every identical village 
which was delivered over by Rajah Newaz Sing your Excellency’s Aumil or 
Baraitch, in the year 1204 fu.sly, to the person appointed by the ^gum to 
receive charge of the jaidad, her Highness has now an exclusive unques- 
tionable right, whether the revenue be increased tenfold or dimimsbed in that 
proportion ; unless, indeed, your Excellency should be pleawd to n»intain that 
a positive provision exists for the restitution of the tohfeeo or surplus revenue 
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of ifie jaidad by the Begum: intp your Excellency’s treasury, Which bas never 
hitherto beeo< asserted, and is, .in niy opinion, con|4raiy to the fact.. 

With a reference to all the other matters in dispute between your £x 9 ellency 
and her Highness the Begum, and particularly to your Excellency’s claims 
against her Highness, 1 haye already submitted to your Excellency that my 
judgment has not been formed ; and foreseeing a great deal of difficulty m the 
investigation of those claims without deputing Ameens to the scenes of them, 

I am now leaking oqt for some trustworthy and intelligent persons to be 
employed in the capacity of Ameens. When such persons shall be. selected 
for this purpose, I shall have the honour of, reporting my selection to her Highr 
ness tlie Begum and .to your ExpeUency, that Ameens may. be deputed by each, 
to accompany , thpsc whom 1 shall apppint; for the performance of this duty. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 
Resident. 


To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor- General in Council,. 

&c. &C. &c; 

My liord : 

1. On the morning of Friday the 7th instant, I received a letter from his 
Excellency the Vizier, in the following terms : Having conveyed to my friend, 
“ the Governor-General, my request of his permission to travel, and his Lord-. 
*' ship having complied with my request, I write to you to desire that at the 
“ next interview between us the matter of my departure may form the first 
“ subject of our discussion.” 

3, Being aware, from the character, of his Excellency’s recent conduct and 
counsels, as inferred from the tenpr of bis letters and reported to me through 
various channels, that, thq object of his renewal on this pccasiqn of a question 
which he had purposely avoioed at our conference of the 17th ultimo, was no 
more than a desire to evade the satisfactory adjustment of the remaining points 
in dispute, I deemed it to be advisable to evince the mpst perfect readiness, pn 
my own part^ to enter on thia question with his Excellency, whenever he might 
be pleased to renew it; aud^ accordingly, l.repUedito his letter by a message to 
this efiect, announcing my intention to wait on him for the purpose of cpnclud- 
ing the arrangement on the morning of the following day. 

3. On Satqrday the 8th instant, at a conference with his Excellency after 
breakfast, I commenced by referring to and reading a portion of the instruc- 
tions of Government to the late Resident, Colonel Scott, under date the 11th of 
November 1803, which had been translated for his Excellency’s information, 
and preaenttsd, to bipt, in pprsop, by Colonel Scott, on the 35th of the saoce 
month. 

4. His Excellency acknowledged his being in possession of the document to 
which i referred, but professed bis forgetfulness of the contents of it ; and I 
proceeded to state to his Excellency, from the English copy in my hands, the 
principal arguments for the necessity of concluding an arrangement to provide 
for the due administration of the Government during his Excellency’s absence 
from his dominions. 

5. The Vizier did not call in question, but seemed rather to admit, the validity 

the arguments which bad thus been adduced. He stated, that be had some 

recollection of similar arguments proposed to him in the first instance verbally 
by Colonel Sicatt, and afterwards delivered to him in writing. That he would 
search for tlie paper received from Colonel Scott among his records, apd prepare 
an answer to it as soon as possible ; after which he trusted that no obstacle 
would oppose his early departure on his travels. I replied that tlie British 
Government being once pledged to his Excellency, in the person of the Gbver- 
nor-Genapil Marquis Wellesley, to make no unnecessary objection to the accom- 
plishment cf his Excellency’s wishes on this point, he was efficiently aware of 
the good foith the Government in all cases to render additionid amgrances on 
my part totally superfluous ; and that however much your Lordship in Council 
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PolWcal or myself, from motives of personal friendship for his Excellency, might regret 
2JuWl81^* absence from his dominions, he might rely on an implicit adherence to the 
■ ^ , ' promises which were made to him on this subject, and on a cordial disposition to 

Let^ promote his Excellency’s personal comfort, the honour and true interests of the 
from Enident at Government and the happiness of the people of Oude, under any occurrence or 
Lucknow. change of circumstances to be contemplated, as well as in the actual state of 
the administration of his Excellency’s affairs. 

6 . I noticed particularly, and requested the attention of the Vizier to two 
principal conditions originally imposed by Lord Wellesley on his consent to his 
Excellency’s departure, viz. first, the previous establishment of an approved 
system of administration within the reserved dominions, in terms of the provi- 
sion of the sixth article of the treaty of November 1801 ; and, secondly, an 
effectual arrangement for the due conduct of that improved system of admini- 
stration, and all other concerns of the Government, more particularly its rela- 
tions with ours, during the absence of its natural head, and under the exercise 
of a delegated and necessarily defective authority. 

7. With a reference to the first of those conditions, I observed, that the only 
possible objections which his Excellency could at any time have proposed to ir, 
and which he actually proposed to myself at our first or second coufirence after 
my arrival at his Court, had long ago been obviated and removed. His Excel- 
lency had solicited a plan for the better administration of his Government, and 
the fornuition of tliat plan had been delayed by unavoidable circumstances, with 
the best and most friendly motives, for a considerable period of time ; bnt a 
beneficial and unexceptionable plan had been ultimately suggested by your 
Lordship, and the details of it had been submitted by me, nay, finally acquiesced 
in by his Excellency, though the execution of them had been unhappily post- 
poned ; and under these circumstances, it was obvious that your Lordship might, 
with justice and propriety, have insisted on the fulfilment of this condition and on 
the establishment of the proposed system of reform, before his Excellency’s depar- 
ture from his dominions. 

8. Yet, on the present occasion, I was authorized and instructed to depart 
from this important original condition of the gratification of his Excellency's 
wish of a temporary retirement from his Government. 'I'iie actual introduction 
of the reform before the commencement of his journey would not now be 
required ; but I was particularly commanded to intimate, that the circumstance 
of his Excellency’s departure, and far less the preparations for his journey, would 
not produce the smallest relaxation in the efforts of our Government to accomplish 
the salutaiy objects of reform, and to prosecute to a satisfactory conclusion 
eveiy one of the questions that were pending. 

9> With regard to the second condition originally annexed to our consent to his 
Excellency’s retirement from his dominions, I observed that the peculiar nature 
of this condition, and of the salutary restrictions prescribed to the exercise of the 
power of Regent in the person of his Excellency’s son, was obviously such as to 
render it totally indispensable in the judgment of your Lordship in Council and 
of every reffecting mind, and that his Excellency must doubtless have been pre- 
pared to acquiesce in those necessary restrictions of his delegated authority m 
his son, on every occasion of his contemplating even the shortest absence Iroro 
his dominions. It was superfluous, I added, to recapitulate the nature of tlie 
limitations proposed, or the arguments on which they are founded. His Excel- 
lency would find an explicit and satisfactory statement of both in the document 
presented to him by Colonel Scott; and all that could be necessary on my part 
was an offor of nfy friendly aid and advice, in preparing the* instrument and 
obligation by which the power and duties of the Regent were to be delegated and 
defined, when the necessity for that measure should be produced by his Excel- 
lency’s solemn declaration of a resolution to depart from bis dominions. 

1 0. The Vizier was extremely ntientive to me d uring the whole of the precedipg 
discourse. He promised to deliberate on what hediad hnrd, to sewch for and 
peruse with attention the translation of tbe instmetions of the Government 

which bad been delivered to him by the late Colonel Scott, and to fix an early 

^ day 
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■Hilay for n conference with me at the Residency, when his final resolution sltould 
4>e announced. 

1 1 . I now commenced the discussion of a number of other c(iteStions depend- 
ing with his Excellency the Vizier, particularly that of the ri^fm of the police 
of his capital, in which the frequency of robbery and other crimes has increased 
in an alarming degree; and I entreated his E^ccellency to take measures for the 
detection and punishment of some banditti, supposed to be his Excellency’s ser- 
vants, who had recently committed depredations in the British cantonment and 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the Residency. 

12. After a long conversation on this subject, and some others which have 
been recorded in separate despatches to the address of the Secretary to Govern- 
ment, I took my leave of his Excellency the Vizier; and though his Excellency 
had taught me to expect an early communication of his sentiments and final reso- 
lution on the subject of his departure from Lucknow, it was not until the 22il in- 
stant, after a lapse of a fortnight from the date of our former interview, that I 
had the honour of a visit from his Excellency, for the declared purpose of renew- 
ing tliis extraordinary discussion, and of settling what he is pleased to describe 
as his own particular object, the most important concern of his heart. 

13. On Saturday the 22d instant, the Vizier did me the honour to breakfast 
with me ; and on our retiring into another apartment, 1 expressed my readiness 
to receive the communication, which his Excellency had promised to make to 
me, of the result of his final deliberation on the subject of the necessary arrange- 
ments for his early departure from Lucknow. He replied that he had thought 
on the subject occasionally since our last meeting, and bad committed his sen- 
timents partially to writing, but that they were not sufficiently digested nor 
arranged to be delivered for my consideration. That of the two conditions an- 
nexed to his departure, the first appeared the easiest and best, and that the 
second was extremely difficult. The question of reform and all the other ques- 
tions depending bad better be settled before he: set out, so as to supersede the 
other arrangement { and with this view he was ready to commence the work of 
reform, according to treaty, whenever I pleased to propose it ; as well as to 
answer my letters on the other questions at issue, without waiting for your Lord- 
ship’s reply to his letter of the 26th of August. 

14. My original and uniform conviction of the utter fallacy and evasive nature 
and object of the Vizier’s avowed resolution to retire from the Government of 
his country, did not require the confirmation which is contained in the foregoing 
paragraph, as quoted from his Excellency’s words. I expressed the most ^nuine 
satisfaction at the resolution which his Excellency announced of establishing the 
system of reform and adjusting the other questions before he should set out on 
his journey. I admitted, that the satisfactory adjustment of all the depending 
questions would greatly facilitate, though it might not eventually supersede, the 
arrangements for his Excellency’s departure, connected with the powers of the 
Regent and the obligations to he imposed upon him for his due administration of 
the Government witn a reference to our interests in Oude. But I contemplated 
the supersession of those arrangements in another more agreeable point of view, 
by the satisfactory adjustment of all the questions that were pending l^tween 
the two Governments, as leading to his Excellency’s dereliction of his present 
disposition to travel, and to subject his sacred person to the dangers and incon- 
venience of a journey. I submitted, that if his Excellency were now, as I 
trusted he must be, sincerely disposed to put an end to every unpleasant discus- 
sion between the British Government and himself, the manner of doing so was 
the simplest and the easiest that could be imagined. Your Lordship’s deliberate 
judgment on every question at issue was before him, tlie details of the system of 
reform had been arranged and finally agreed to in the month of April 1811, and 
the ekecuUon of them migU now be commenced, without the smallest danger of 
their failure in any essential point, if conducted in the terms of the treaty, with 
our uniform concurrence and advice, which it was his Excellency’s duty and 
interest to seek and implicitly abide by on every important oocasitm. That his 
aealous and cordial concurrence with me in the commencement and progress of 
we reform would affiord ample and agreeable employment to bis mind, and would 
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b&uish all ideas of travelling or retiring from tiie Government of hts country; 
and that the beneficial result of tlie salutary measures of reform, combined with 
the satisfactory adjustment of the remaining.. questions in dispute, . would, of 
necessity, cement and improve the relations ot friendship, and harmony subsisting 
between the two states, in a degreeithat had never hitherto been known, and 
could never again be susceptible of the smallest diminution, or change. 

15. We now entered on the discussion, in a desultory manner however, of> 
the details of the system of reform, and his Excellency’s doubts with regard to 
them, aud also of the question of police, and of the claims of HOosein Alee' Khan . 
and Alee Nuckee: but as no new arguments were suggested on either side of 
those questions, 1 refrain from submitting to your Lordship any further report of. 
our conference. The Vizier, on taking leave of me, assured me that his con- 
sideration of the several questions depending, which bad then formed the subject . 
of our discourse, should be resumed without any delay ; and that a period of five 
days, or often days at the utmost, should place me in complete possession of his 
final resolutions with regard to them. My knowledge of his Excellency’s dis- 
position, combined with the nature and tendency of some reports which are now 

{ )revalent in this city, precludes my placing much reliance, on the promise which 
lis Excellency has made to me. 

I shall resume the subject of this despatch when circumstances shall appear to 
require it; 

I have, &c. 

LucknOM' Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

24111 May 1813. Resident; 


To the Rigiit Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 

&c. See. See. 

]Nry Lord : 

1. My despatch, under date the S4th ultimo, to your Lordship in GounciPs 
address, conveyed a report of my proceedings and discussions with his Excel- 
lency the Vizier on the subject of his avowed inclination to relinquish the 
cares of his Government and to travel to distant countries. The object of the 
renewal of this question by the Vizier, namely, an evasion of the satisfactory 
adjustment of the remaining points in dispute between the two Governments, 
has long been apparent to your Lordship, and did not require to be developed 
by any recent proceedings of mine. 

2. His Excellency’s suspension of his pretended resolution to travel, on the 
ground of the difficulty of concluding a satisfactory arrangement for the 
^ministration of the Government in his absence, was exactly what I had 
contemplated before his declaration to this effect ; and his declared preference 
of what he is pleased to assume as the alternative of such an arrangement, 
namely, the establishment of a system of reform before the commencement of 
his journey, was no more than a puerile attempt to ascribe his dereliction of a 
design, which he had never seriously harboured, to the imaginary obstacles 
opposed to its execution by us, and to gain time aud distract my attention, by 
engaging me in a complicated discussion of several questions at once which 
are totally unconnected with each other. 

3. In pursuance of tlfis apparent design, but with a natural diffidence of the 
means on which he bad calculated for tte success of it, his Excellency bad no 
sooner retired from our conference of the 22d of May, than he transmitted to 
me a statement in writing, extremely equivocal in its sente, but contradictory], 
in as far as intelligible, of the final result of our conffirence. and of his pro- 
mise to resume the consideration of the important question tii reform, as 
reported to your Lordship in Council in the condumug paragraph of my 
despatch under date the S4th ultimo. 

4. I insert a verbal translation of his Excellency’s statement referred to, for 
your Lordship in Council’s information. “ My permission to depart on my 
“ travels was the original condition by treaty or my cession of a part of my 
** dominions, in lieu of the subsidy for the troops to be employed in the 

« defence 
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** ilefenc* of my country and in exchange for thi» ces^ihii hy me, it was 
** fre^ and ddinitively agreed that 1 should place my son oh the musnud as 
** my deputy, and proceed whenever I pleased, after signing the treaty of 
** cession, without any sort of objection, and with every mark of distinction 
and retpect. Consequently, as I have performed my agreement, it is now 
incumbent on you, that according to promise and treaty 1 have free 
** permission to depart. But as my favourite son, Shums<^o>Dowlah, 
“ although adorned with every virtue and good quality, is by no means so 
** well acquainted as I am with all the afiairs of the Stale, 1 cannot give him 
** full autliority, like myself, to direct all concerns in my absence, and to 
** govern my subjects as I do, and consequently it is my wish to settle matters 
** in my own presence, after discussion and consultation with you, and then tu 
** set out on my travels : therefore it is proper that a written instrument, 
** containing an ample and explicit detail of all matters, be prepared and 
** delivered to my son, that be may be guided by this instrument during my 
*' absence in the conduct of every affair, and that until my happy return, or 
during lUy absence, no change or deviation may take place $ and that the 
" British Government, in like manner as it has hitherto assisted me, may he 
** aiding and assisting to my son without injury or bias. Do you accordingly 
" begin to write the detail of affairs. And with regard to the question of my 
** departure, which is a great and momentous concern, and has very long been 
“ suspended, no question can be of equal importance with it. therefore this 
** question must first be decided ; for until this question be decided 1 shall be 
** unable to frame an answer to any other.” 


Braga! Pofiticn 
Consultations! 
2 July I&IS. 

Letter 

from Resident i 
Lucknow. 


5. To .the above-written statement from the Vizier, received through the me- 
dium of my Moonshee, I replied by a message to this effect : That the contents 
of the statement in question, in as far as 1 could well understand them, were in 
direct opposition to the result of my conference with his Excellency on the morn- 
ing of the £2d of May, and that a part of it was quite unintelligible. His Excel- 
kney had observed at our conference, that of tlie two conditions annexed to his 
departure, the first was the simplest and best, the other extremely difficult. Tiiat 
the question of reform, and all other questions depending, should be settled 
before he set out ; and that, with this view, he was ready to resume the discus- 
sion of those questions, witliout awaiting the reply to his letter to the Governot - 
General, and would comuiunicate his final sentiments regarding them in the space 
of five or ten days. That in the statement now received from his Excellenc}', if 
' the purport of it were rightly understood, he had, declared the necessity of an 
immediate adjustment of the question of his departure from his duminions, and 
his detennination to avoid every other discussion with me until this point should 
be finally settled. That the preface of his Excellency’s statement, in which 
tlie unqualified permissoii to depart was made an absolute condition of the 
cession, contained a series of assertions and inferences, nut one of x^iiich I M'as 
prepared to admit ; and that the treaty of Cession itselti a copy of which was 
in my possession, so far from authorizing the belief that his departure was the 
object of the cession, did not even contain a provision having reference to the 
subject of his departure, or to the delegation of his authority to his son. That 
the particukr nature of the instrument which his Excellency seemed anxious tu 

E re, and for which materials bad been requested frbui me, (if I understood his 
ilency’s meaning,) was alread.y sufficiently explained to him in tho document 
presented by Colonel Scott, which liis Excellency had avowed that he possessed, 
and had promised to refer to among, his records ; ■ but that if any doubts on the 
subject remained, 1 should hare the honour of waiting on his Excellency the 
next day, and should afford him every necessary explanation. 

6. I attended bis Excellency accordingly on Tuesday the 25th ultimo, and 
after expressii^ my surprize and concern at the receipt of a document from his 
Ezcelleney, ao inconsistent with the purport of his discourse, and with the ^nal 
result of our conference, I read and presented tb him in writing what I described to 
ba the ultimatum of our Government, with a reference to the ({uestiou of his depar- 
ture, .and to. supersede not only the use of .his Excellency’s ^tetenieut on this 
occasion, btit pf itis renewal, at any future period, of tlie questton to which it 
faferjir^d.. - . 

My 


6 M. 



7- My statement, above referred to, was conceived in tbe-folliMviQg'fd'ms. 

“ If your Excellency do really entertain the design of travelling, or of retirbig 
“ from the government of your country, tlie .only one indispensable conditipa 
“ of the accomplishment of your Excellency’s wish is now^ finally .'declardd., to 
“ you, and is as simple and practicable as can be. If you acquiesce, there, is 
“ nothing to do but to fix the day of your departure, and -apprize the 'GoYem- 
“ ment of that day ^ and if you decline, any future .avowal of a disposition .to 
“ quit your dominions must, in my mind, be totally useless, since it is in^possible 
for our Government to believe that the disposition is seriously entertained. 
“ The condition is briefly as follow’s. The Regent or occupant of the musnud 
“ of Oude under a delegated authority, whoever the person may be, must coipe 
“ under a solemn obligation to regulate his official proceedings by the advice pf 
“ the British Government, and to adopt on every occasion, without hesitation 
“ or delay, such measures as may be suggested by the Resident, under the 
“ authority of that Government, for the prosperity of the country and happi- 
ness of the people of Oude ; as also to refrain from all official measures Which 
“ the Resident, under the same authority, may object to, and require the Regent 
“ to desist from : in other words, the administration of all the public concerns 
“ of the State must be virtually placed in the hands of the British Govei'nment 
“ and its representative, till your Excellency’s return to your dominions. With 
“ regard to your domestic concerns, the management of your family and hou8,e- 
“ hold, your Excellency will, of course, be at liberty to give such authority apd 
** powers to the Regent, as to your Excellency’s wisdom may seem meet, and.fo 
“ prepare and furnish him with your written instructions accordingly. The 
“ above is the only condition on which your Excellency can retire from your 
“ dominions with the sanction of the British Government ; because, in fact, it is 
“ the only arrangement under which the just rights and interests of that Govern- 
** ment in the State of Oude can be preserved during the period of your.Excel- 
“ lency’s absence. And 1 have further been commauded to declare to you, that 
“ if the object of your temporary retirement be a wish to evade or deley.n.:Te- 
“ form of the system of your administration, or the satisfactory adjustment ©f 
any other point in dispute, this object cannot be attained by the means in yoiir 
“ Excellency’s contemplation, since no consideration whatever can induce the 
British Government to relax iii its zealous and .strenuoua efforts for .the.accom* 
“ plishment of the measures in view.” 

<8. His Excellency, after hearing the above declaration, and receiving it :in 
writing from my hands, observed that it certainly superseded the use of the 
statement which he had sent to me, which had, in fact, been prepared before 
our conference of the 22d., and which he now expressed u wish to withdraw, 
repeating the purport of his promise to resume the consideration of the reform, 
and to apprize me of bis final resolution regarding it, within ten days at the 
furthest from the date of our former conference. I returned his Excellency’s 
statement and took my leave of him^ after some desultory conversation on a few 
subordinate matters, which it is unnecessary to repeat to your Lordship. 

9. On the 3 Ist ultimo 1 received from his Excellency the Vizier what bis 
Excellency was pleased to describe to me as a communication of bis ;final and 
unalterable septiraents on the important question of reform, in a letter ed tbat 
date to my address, a literal translation of which is submitted for ypur Jjord- 
ship’s perus^. 

10. It is not very difficult to perceive, though the language of 'bis Excel- 
lency’s letter be extremely equivocal througliout, that his object on the present 
occasion, while conveying a riductant consent to the introduction of a system of 
reform (for the notice of tlie specific aystem recomiiitieo4ad by your Lordship is 
carefully avoided ip his letter), is to demonstrate the iwpiioctipftbiljty of pro- 
ducing any bene^cial clipngc in the present frame of !••• w^ernmemi tbK^^h 
the agency or influence of ours, without encroachijlig on his independent a^bo- 
rity, as guaranteed by tbe H<ni)Oor?ible Cw^pmy, »n e certaio degree am « 

f yrtain provisions, no doubt, but misconstrued pr rather wiW*Hy pefv^led bf ius 
xpelleocy into a right pf doing whatever he pleasef on every occasion, wwioiit 
reference to our opinion or advice. 


11 
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11. Another, tbougli a more remote ol^ect in hia Excellency ’a view is proba- 
bly that which is described in the instructions of the Government to me, con- 
veyed by the Chief Secretary’s despatch under date the Slst of Jwne 181 1, m., 
by a previous intimation that he adopts the proposed system of reform in com- 
pliance with your Lordship’s desire, under a conviction of its probable foRure, 
combined with the secret intention of realising by clandestine means the imagi- 
ginary obstacles which oppose it, to preserve an ultimate pretext for asci'ibing 
the eventual failure of some of the measures of reforn>, or a partial defalcation 
of his revenue, to the ineflScacy of the system proposed. 

12. Under the influence of this construction of his Excellency’s purposes and 
views, which is drawn from my knowledge of his character as well as from the 
tenor of his letter, I have deemed it to be my duty to prepare and transmit to 
his Excellency an answer conceived in such terms as seem calculated to frustrate 
his object, and to place in their proper light the relative rights and obligatbnsmf 
the British Government and his Excellency, with a reference to the introduction 
and progress of the reform of his Excellency’s Government, and to every impor- 
tant measure of the public administration of Oude, undertaken with or without 
the advice and concurrence of our Government. A copy and translation Of the 
letter which I addressed to the Vizier on this occasion are submitted for your 
Lordship’s perusal, and I shall be highly gratified to learn that it obtains the 
honour of your approbation. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

5th .lune I81S. Resident. 


Benjyal Poififfcal 
CohMAtatftArt, 

2 Jiiljr^Sis. 

. Lener 

from H^ideneat 
Lucknow. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 31st May 1813.) 

On the 17th of Shabaun, 1927 Higguree (26th August 1812), I addresseda let- 
ter to the Right Honourabl'’ the Governor-General, containing an answer to the 
contents of his Lordship’s letter dated the 8th of May 1812 (25th of Rubbee- 
oos-sanee 1227), a statement of the difficulties attending the introduction of 
the plan of reform for certain reasons, and a request of information on certain 
points, and of the extirpation of the disaffected and rebellious from my coun- 
try. His Lordship, in his letter of the 5th of March 1813 (1st of Rubbee-ool- 
Avvul 1228) recently received, from want of leisure or from some other cause, 
has not replied to any part of my letter above noticed, but has insisted on the 
contenti of his own. As I have repeatedly said to you at otir recent con- 
ferences that I am disposed to perform whatever is contained in the treaty, 
and have never departed, nor sliall ever depart from it j and as I further 
promised, at our last conference, to send you a written statement of my wishes 
on this point in ten days, therefore, from necessity, contemplating the present 
disordered state of the country, occasioned by the delay in quelling disturb- 
ances and the consequent loss of revenue, without awaiting the receipt of his 
Lordship’s reply to my statements, 1 'send foe your perusal a copy of the last 
paragraph of a discussion, containing a summary of the provisions of treaty 
between the two States, agreeably to which, without the smallest deviation, not 
even the point of a hair, I am prepared to establish such a system of adminis- 
tration in my dominions, as shall be conducive to the prosperity 'of my sub- 
jects, and be calculated to secure the lives and property of the inbabita'nts. 
Do you peruse the enclosed document with attention and care, and keep 
the contents of it always -in vie'w, so that nothing contrary to its tenor may 
occur. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


** The Governor-Gcneral now proceeds to state the general principles by 
** which the connexion and intercourse between the two States are Iq fee 
** regulated henceforth. 

By the terms of tlie treaty concluded between tlie^Briti.sh. Government and 
“ his Excellency the Vizier on the lOth November 1801, his Excellency the 
“ Nawaub’s authority is to be completely established within his reserved domi- 
“ nioQs, and to be exercised tlirough his Excellency’s own officers and servants, 
“ the British Government having engaged to guar.antce the establishment and 

“ exercise 
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exercise of bis Excellency *s authority withia bis reserved dominions, anxl the 
“ Governor-General will never depart from this engagement. His Excellency 
: — ^ has engaged to eataUiah -saithin his reserved dominions si)6h a 8}'stem of 

- '** aduiiriisU’alfton as abali lM coodneiveto the prosperity of his sOhjeets, atid be 

w Spisf* u caJouiated to secure thio lives a«d property of thie inhabitants. This system 
‘ ** of adminiatration is to be canted mtoeifeet by his Eitbettency * s oiia officers 

** and servants^ and by hit own amtbority. 

" His Excellency has also engaged always to advise with, and to act in 
“ conformity to, the counsel of the officers of the Honourable Company. 
** In the establishment, therefore, of an improved system of administration 
** within the reserved dominions, and also in all affiiirs connected with the 
** ordinary government of those dominions, and with the usual exercise of his 
** Excellency’s established authority, the Vizier has engaged to advise with the 
** British Government and to conform to its counsels. 

“ Those counsels will always be offered to his Excellency in the form of 
** friendly advice, and in the spirit of reciprocal conddence and of mutual 
** regard and respect. 

•* The Governor-General, when the importance of the subject shall require, 
^ and the nature <ff the occasion shall admit his immediate intercourse with the 
** Vizier, will offer the advice of the British Government to his Excellency by 
** a direct communication, either in person or by letter. 

” The British Resident at Lucknow, however, is the constituted local repre- 
** aentative of the British Government, and the ordinary and established 
** channel of communication in all cases whatever. 

** The Resident will, therefore, in the common course of business, offer to 
“ the Vizier the advice of the British Government in the name of the Governor- 
** General ; and in every case which may require the Resident to state sudi 
** advice, it is to be received as proceeding immediately from the Goveroor- 
** General. 

Sud): advice will be offered by the Resident in all practicable cases, under 
** the general or specific orders of the Governor.General. 

** The Resident must advise the Nawaub with perfect cordiality, and must 
** employ every endeavour to coincide with his Excellency in an uniibrm course 
** of measures, and to unite sincerely with his Excellency in carrying into efiect 
** exclusively under his Excellency’s authority and through his Excellency’s 
** officers, those measures which shall be determined upon, in conformity to the 
** counsels ofthe British Government. In cases requiring the aid of the British 
** Government, or the assistance of the British troops, they shall be employed 
** according to the exigency of the occasion. 

“ The Resident must conduct himself towards the Nawaub Vizier, on all 
<« occasions, with the utmost degree of respect, conciliation, and attention, and 
** must maintain cordial union and harmony in all transactions, and must 
** endeavour ta impart strength and stability to his Excellency’s authority. 

*' The Resident must never proceed to act in the affairs of the reserved 
** dominions without previous consultation with his Excellency or with his 
** lainister } and the Resident must, in the first instance, observe strict secrecy 
** with regard to the subject of such consultations, until the measures to. be 
** adopted shall be finally determined. 

*' Under these regulations, the Governor-General expects that the Nawaub 
** Vizier will act in conformitj’ to the advice and representations of the 
“ Resident : and as no question of difficulty remains between the British 
“ Government and his Excellency, the Governor-G6neral entertains i confident 
** Impe that no future vexation can occur in the transaction of affairs.** ' 

A true, translation : , , 

= (Signed) : ;L BAtr.tn!, 

• ReSklenf. 

To< 



OUDE PAPERS. 


505 


To Ills Excellency the Vixier. (W ritten the 4th June 1818.) 

I luive had the honour to receive your Exoelleney'a letter, dated the Slst 
ultimo ; and the content# of it, though not dnttocUy exprcaiive of your 
Excellency's acquiescence in tlie views of our Government, nor five from 
equivocation and doubt, yet as indicative of a final resolution to a^pt the 
salutary system of government so often recommended to your Excdlency by 
me, have afforded satisfaction to my mind. 


'9engal Polhictl 
CoiMtthMioni, 
4 July ISIS. 

l^ter 

fWan fieiidnt at 
Lucknoir. 


Of the document which your Excellency has transmitted to me I was, of 
course, in possession before. There are copies of it in English and Persian 
deposited among the records of my office. Its provisions have been ever in 
ray view. It is quoted in the Bight Honourable the Governor-General's 
letter to your Excellency, and forms the basis of every proposition which has 
hitherto been offered to your Excellency by his Lordship in Council, or by 
me, and it is impossible that the smallest deviation from it should have ever 
taken place upon our part, or shoidd even be wished for by me on any future 
occasion. On the part of your Excellency, however, I am impelled by justice 
and candor, as well as by motives of regard fur the future welfare and true 
interests of your Government, to declare, that from the date of the instrument 
referred to, in as far as my records exhibit, generally, and during the period of 
my own residence at your Excellency’s Court, particularly, the obligation “ to 
advise with and conform to the counsels of the officers of the Honourable 
Company,” has been forgotten, or treated with disregard. Not a measure 
of your Excellency’s administration has proceeded with the concurrence of 
our Government, nor has your Excellency ever been pleased, on any one 
important occasion, to require my opinion or advice, nor even to apprize me 
of your measures before they were carried into effect j and therefore if your 
Excellency’s authority and power, the establishment and maintenance of which 
have been guaranteed by the British Government, on the obvious and express 
provision of their being uniformly exercised with its advice, bad in ftict 
suffered injury or diminution, if a much more considerable defalcation in the 
revenues of your country had occurred, the responsibility must have all been 
your own, and the British Government must have been totally free from it. 


But now, in opposition to the past, if this wise and important stipulation is 
indeed to be strictly adhered to; if your Excellency have sincerely deter- 
mined ” to advise with the British Government, and to conform to its counsels 
** in all a€&!rs connected with the government of those dominions and with 
** the exercise of your established authority,” you may, in this case, be fully 
assured, and your august heart may rely with confidence on the assurance, that 
no future injury can arise to the exercise of your power and authority, nor to 
the honour and dignity of your Government, which on the contrary must daily 
increase with the comfort and happiness of your subjects, the prosperity of 
the country and people, the security of thesr property and lives. 


Upon those principle, and influenced by this wise resolution, votir Excel- 
lency should have no hesitation in commencing the work uf reform without 
any further delay, relying on my friendly advice and ray cordial and zealous 
assistance in the commencement and progress of the arrangements, till they 
be brought to a happy conclusion. For this purpose I transmit to your 
Excellency a copy of our original agreement, under date the 4tb of April 
1811 (9th Rubbee-ool-Avvul 1SS6), to which I solicit your particular and 
constant attention, that no departure from the tenor of it may take place. 

In answer to your Excellency's remark, that your acquiescence ia this aalii- 
tary arrangement (if such may be inierred from your letter) has been produced 
” by necessity, &c. without awaiting the receipt of a reply to }*our etitteiaeats 
” from the Bight Honourable the Governor-General,” I am happy to be 
enabled to inform y<»i that his Ixirdship’s reply to yoUr letter under date the 
^th of August may be very aliortly expected, and that I hope to have the 
honour of preaenting it to your Eixelleocy within a limited period of time, 

6 N when 
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Bengal PoUacai when 1 confidently hope- and expect that the necessity by which your Excel- 
('onsultationa, lency would seem to be influenced on this occasion, will be changed into a 
2 J uly 18 18. cordial conviction of the wisdom and expedience of the several measures of 
i.ctter reform, and a desire to promote their success by every exertion in your power, 
from Resident at But, as I am already fully apprized of his Lordship’s sentiments on this subject, 
Lucknow. and have been recently authorized and commanded to declare those sentiments 
to your Excellency, I submit to your Excellency, in the mean time, that a 
delay to give effect to the reform, in the contemplation or hope of any change 
in his Lordship’s opinion regarding it, is not only unnecessary but unwise, and 
that, with a view to his Lordship’s satisfaction, the sooner we cdnnnence it 
the better. At the same time 1 suggest to your Excellency, that as, after the 
commencement of this work, both your Excellency’s attention and my own 
must be totally engrossed by its importance, and no other less momentous 
concern should be permitted to engage our attention, it seems peculiarly 
advisable and expedient that the only two remaining points in dispute, namely, 
the cases and claims of Hoosein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan, should be 
previously adjusted by your Excellency in the terms of my recent letters, 
which have been submitted to the notice of the Government and have obtained 
its entire approbation. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 

Letter from To Ilis Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2d July, 1813.) 

(iovernor-General. 

A considerable period has elapsed since I had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s letter in reply to that which I addressed to you on the 8th of May, 
1812, on the several important topics which have for some time past formed 
the subject of negotiation between your Excellency and this Government, but 
their contents have not failed to occupy a largo portion of my attention. The 
delay which has occurred in the preparation of my answer to your Excellency’s 
letters has not been occasioned by the difficulty or intricacy of the subjects in 
discussion, nor by any doubts which the objections stated by your Excellency, 
either in those letters or in your correspondence and conferences with the 
Resident, have created in my mind, with regard to the justice, expediency, or 
practicability of the measures which you have been counselled to adopt. It 
has arisen partly from the occupation of my time by other matters of public 
exigency which would not admit of delay, and partly by a hope which I was 
led to entertain, that the operation on your Excellency’s judgment and good 
sense of the powerful and unanswerable arguments which had been opposed 
by the Resident to the doubts and objections offered by your Excellency to b 
compliance with the just expectations of the British Government, would have 
enabled me to address your Excellency, in reply to your letters above ac- 
knowledged, in terms of congratulation at the satisfactory adjustment of all 
the questions which had so long been depending, and especially on the fair 
prospect of an effectual removal of the acknowledged evils of the present system 
of your Government, and of an early and substantial improvement in the 
revenues and resources of the state, in the wealth, cultivation, and population 
of your territories, and in the security, prosperity, and happiness of your people, 
which must be the certain consequence of the introduction into your dominions 
of that salutary system of administration which has been so earnestly recom- 
mended to your adoption. 

It is with sincere regret and disappointment, proportioned to the deep ip- 
tcrest which I must always take in the prosperity of your Excellency’s affairS; ’ 
that I find myself compelled again to address you in terms of remonstrance and 
expostulation, which it can neither be agreeable to me to use nor to your 
Excellency to hear. 

While, however, my disappointment has been extreme at the failure of the 
Resident’s endeavours to obtain your cordial assent to some of the most im- 
portant requisitions conveyed in my former letters, and those of AeVice-President 
during my absence from Foit William, and in the representations which M^r 

Baillie 
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BailHe has addressed to you in ray name and under my instructmns, I have' 
derived great satisfaction from the settlement of some questions of no incon- 
siderable moment, which has been effected . since ray last address to your 
Excellency. I shall advert to these points, and to the arrangements connected 
with them, which still remain to give ^ect to your Excellency’a decisions, before 
I close this letter : but it is necessary, in the first place, to draw your atten- 
tion to those questions on which your Excellency has continued to withhold 
your consent to the just and reasonable expectations and demands urged by the 
British Government, under the clear and unequivocal sanction of existing 
treaties and engagements. 

The most prominent of these, in point of interest and general importance, is 
the reform of your Excellency’s administration ; or, to speak with more pre- 
cision, the Jirst step towards a radical reform of the existing abuses of your 
Government, by the introduction of an improved system of assessment, manage- 
ment, and collection of the land revenue throughout the whole of your 
dominions. 

It can hardly be necessary to recall to your Excellency’s recollection the 
tenor of ray letter of the 28th December 1810, in which the right of this 
Government to propose to your Excellency the introduction of a reform, and 
the obligation imposed on you by treaty to adopt that advice, were proved 
beyond the reach of contradiction, and the outline of a specihe plan of reform 
was offered to your Excellency’s consideration, and recommended by the 
strongest appeal to your Excellency’s humanity, understanding, and good faith. 
At your Excellency’s desire, the Resident laid before you the measures of detail 
by which this plan might be carried early into effect, with ease, security, and 
success. After a minute and elaborate discussion of the several points com- 
prized in my letter above referred to, your Excellency was pleased to admit in 
the fullest manner, the necessity of a reform in your administration, the obliga- 
tion on your Excellency to carry it into effect in conformity to the counsel of 
the British Government, and your assent generally to the specific plan pro- 
posed. You also signified your acquiescence in the subsidiary arrangements for 
carrying it into effect, submitted to you by the Resident, with exception to 
some points in which, in compliance with your Excellency’s wishes, a compro- 
mise was agreed to. Notwithstanding all these assurances, given both verbally 
and in writing, in a manner little less authentic and formal than if they had 
been reduced to the form of a treaty, and equally binding on your Excellency’s 
honour and good faith, your Excellency was pleased suddenly to retract your 
consent, and to oppose the most determined resistance to every effort on the 
part of the Resident, acting under the positive orders of this Government, to 
induce your Excellency to abide by the terms of your engagements, and your 
own specific assent to the plan submitted to you. To recapitulate the argu- 
ments by which the proposition contained in my letter above referred to was 
supported, or those by which your Excellency’s objections were successfully 
repelled and refuted by the Resident, in the correspondence and conferences 
which ensued, would be to renew a discussion which has already been com- 
pletely exhausted. Equally unnecessary must it be again to express the astonish- 
ment and concern which were excited in my mind by your Excellency’s extra- 
ordinary conduct, in refusing to abide by your own wiitten and positive assent, 
by which the accomplishment of this great and beneficial object has for a time 
been frustrated.' I cannot help, however, declaring to your Excellency, in the 
most unreserved manner, that I am unable to perceive a single argument or ob- 
jection which you have advanced in the course of the protracted negotiation 
that has taken place on this subject, which has not been successfully combated 
by the Resident, and I am persuaded that a candid and dispassionate review of 
the letters which I have had the honour to address to you, and of the letters of 
the Resident, will impress this conviction as forcibly on your Excellency’s mind 
as on my own. 

When, indeed, I reflect on the nature of the objections which you have raised 
to this measure, they appear to me quite unworthy of the penetrating and just 
understanding for which your Excellency is renowned. With the example of 
the Ceded Provinces before your eyes, where the establishment of the system 

which 
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Bengal Pdliiied which is now recorti mended to your Excellency has not only promoted the 
JuiyW^’ prosperity, happiness, and contentment of the country and the people in an 
eminent degree, but materially augmented and secured the public revenue, I 
Letter'frmi cannot understand your Excellency's apprehension of a loss of revenue arisi^ 
Goventor-Genenl. from the introduction of tlie same system into your reserved dominions. In 
the certain support of the British Government in cariying into effect all your 
arrangements, and in overawing any of your refractory servants or subjects who 
may 1^ prompted by their corrupt personal views to oppose the introdu^tioQ of 
the reform, your Excellency possesses an unfailing security against any diminu- 
tion of your just authority. 

The advice of the British Government on this important subject has been 
dictated by a spirit of the roost sincere friendship, and by the direct and cor- 
dial interest which it takes in the prosperity of your af&irs and the trsnquillity 
of your dominions, as well as by the powerful motive stated in my letter of tire 
28th December 1810, the necessity of reforming a system under which the 
troops of the British Government are called upon to employ their exertions in 
support of injustice, extortion, and oppression. Influenced by these motives, 
it is impossible that tins Government can ever propose to your Excellency the 
adoption of a measure having the most remote tendency to diminish your per- 
sonal consequence, or impair the just authority of your Government, which it 
is, on the contrary, both the interest and the duty, as well as the anxious desire 
of the British Government to uphold and support, and for the maintenance of 
which nothing will be so effectual as the establishment of the system of ad- 
ministration which has been recommended to your adoption. Your Excellency 
cannot suppose, that by conforming to the advice of the British Government 
your independent authority is weakened, or your consequence lowered in the 
eyes of your subjects or the world. Your Excellency knows that the same 
treaty which secures to you the exercise of your authority within your resented 
dominions, confers on the British Government the right to offer, and imposes 
on your Excellency the obligation to conform to its advice, and that that advice 
has never been adopted by your Excellency in a single instance in which it has 
not manifestly redounded to your genuine interest and reputation. Tho British 
Government will never so far forget the dutias of a sincere friend, as to with- 
hold from your Excellency that counsel which it is entitled and required by 
treaty to oner, and to which your Excellency is bound by the same solemn 
obligation to conform, from an unworthy desire to conciliate your teropmafy 
good-will, by a sacriflee of the permanent interests and happiness of yourself 
and your subjects. A little reflection will satisfy your Excellency, that a just 
view of your substantial interests will identify the dictates of your own judg- 
ment with the advice of the British Government 

Entertaining the most deliberate conviction of the advantage, nay, necessity, 
of the proposed reform in your administration, of the right possessed by this 
Government to urge your Excellency to introduce it, and of tlie . obligation 
which tlie treaty, ae ex(flained and confirmed by the result of your negotiation 
with the Marquess Wellesley at Lucknow, imposes on you to attend to the 
advice and opinion of the British Government in carrying into effect that salu- 
tary arrangement, tlie British Government would have been entitled, and 
was perliaps required, cm receiving your Excellency's acxiuiescenoe in the specific 
plan of rei'mrm which had been proposed, to insist on your Excellency’s pro- 
ceeding without delay to carry it into effect, in concert with the Resident. 

The necessity of a reform of your Excellency’s administration was no new 
idea created by recent occurrences in your Excellency’s territories, although its 
necessity was strongly confirmed by them and by the experience of every day, 
but had been long felt and admitted, both by the British Government and by 
your Excelkncy, even before the Treaty of Cession, j* sufficiently manifelt 
trom the provisions of titat treaty and the negotiations which preceded it. 

' J ' 

When, therefore, tlie existence of the evil was so fully j^roitted, and a spe- 
cific remedy agreed to, after a careful and deliberate exaaiinationjyow Excel- 
lency cannot mil to recognise, in the patience which the ^ritisb Governmet^ 
and its representative at your Excellency’s Court have submitted to the volumi- 
nous 
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nous and labortotis discussions which have since arisen exclusively from your 
Excellency’s fancied apprehensions and unsubstantial doubts of the expediency 
and practicability ol the plan, the strongest proof of the forbearance and mode- 
ration of the Britisii Government, and of its anxious desire to aRbrd every prac- 
ticable degree of satisfaction and assurance to your £xcellency*s mind, on every 
part of the arrangement to which you Itad alrearly given your express assent. 

Not a single argument or objection has been stated by your Excellency, 
whether applying to the general principle of the arrangement or to its subordi- 
nate parts, to the speculative advantages of the proposed system or to its prac- 
tical details, to its immediate or its remote consequences, which has not been 
respectfully entertained, deliberately examined, and successfully refuted. 


Bengal rolitical 
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To what, then, am I to attribute your Excellency’s persevering opposition to 
this most salutary measure ? I cannot, consistently with my high opinion of your 
sagacity and discernment, ascribe it to a conviction of the solidity of doubts and 
apprehensions which have been so often proved to be groundless ; and I am com- 
pelled therefore to adopt, although with extreme reluctance, the only conclusion 
which remains, namely, that your Excellency has formed a decided resolution 
to oppose the introduction of the reform under all circumstances, and that your 
repeated expressions of doubt, alarm, and apprehension, are employed with the 
sole view of perplexing and prolonging the negotiation, in the vain hope that the 
question will ultimately be abandoned by the British Government, in despair of 
obtaining your acquiescence. 


I most earnestly caution your Excellency against admitting into your mind 
for a moment so delusive an expectation. You may rely implicitly on the 
assurance which I give you, that however desirous your Excellency may be to 
evade the performance of your engagements, the Britush Government will not 
cease to require you to fulfil them, and that no lapse of time, and no change 
of circumstances, will induce the British Government to relinquish a measure 
which it considers to be so essential to the welfare and happiness of your 
Excellency's subjects, to the promotion of your own substantial ease, comfort, 
and advantage, and to tlie reputation and interest of both Governments, and 
which it is bound by the most solemn obligations to persevere in seeing carried 
into effect according- to the provisions of the treaty. 


. I request your Excellency to reflect, that by persisting in your refusal to carry 
into etlect, through the medium of your own otlicers and with the advice and 
assistance of the officers of the British Government, a system of administration 
for your reserved dominions, conducive to the prosperity of your subjects and 
calculated to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants, you will violate 
an express stipulation of the Treaty of 1801. Let me entreat your Excellency, 
with all the warmth and sincerity of friendship, to consider for a moment the 
consequences in which you may involve yourself by such a course of conduct, 
and to hasten to avert them, by entering with zeal and cordiality into the views 
of the British Government, directed by a desire to promote your interests 
and those of your subjects, which are inseparable from its own, and by applying 
yourself, in concert with the Resident, to carry into early and complete effect 
in all its branches, the plan of reform to which you have given your assent. 
Your Excellency may rely on the cordial, able, and zealous co-operation of the 
Resident in this great and beneficial work, and on the constant and effectual 
support of the British Government, and you will ultimately enjoy the benefits 
of the improved administration in the augmentation of your resources, the 
comparative ease and regularity of the collections, the tranquillity of the country, 
and the general prosperity and happiness of your subjects. 

The Resident, whose conduct through the whole of the negotiation with your 
Excellency on the question of reform has merited my entire approbation, miid 
who is acquainted with my views gud furnished with my instructions on every 
branch of the subject, is pVepared, in concert with your Excellency, to enter on 
the necessary arrangements for carrying this salutary work into effect, and I 
confidently expect that it will now be set on foot without further delay or 
opposition on the part of your Excellency. 

6 0 


The 
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Bengal Politic Tlie point of those remaining unsettled, to winch I shaft call yofuf 
8July*181^ Excellency’s attention, is the case of Mdoftshee Alee Nuckee Khan. 

1 injuries whicli this respectable person has sustained at the hands of your 

Govemor^General. Excellency’s Aumil of Sandeeare so well known to your Excellency from Major 
Baillie's representations and the inspection of authentic documents, as to render 
a repetition of them unnecessary. 

The result, of my deliberate judgment in the case of Moonsbee Alee Nuckee 
Khan was linally stated to your Excellency in a letter from the Resident under 
date the 29th April 1813, to which no reply has been received. From that 
letter your Excellency will have learned, that 1 am entirely satisfied of the 
validity of the Moonsliee’s claim, as described by the Resident, and that I deem 
it incumbent on your Excellency’s justice to issue your positive orders without 
delay to the Aumil of the district of Santlee for the release and restoration to the 
Moonshee of his hereditary possessions in that district, with the amount of the 
rents which have been collected from them during the period of his being out 
of possession, and for his being permitted to farm the villages in his zemindaree 
at a fair and moderate assessment ; also to the several persons who have built 
houses on the Moonshee’s ground without his consent for the immediate removal 
of their buildings, and for the reinstatement of the Moonshee’s sons, the only 
legitimate grand*children of Suiftm Oolla Khan, in the houses and other posses- 
sions of which they have been unjustly deprived. 

I now renew.' my request to your Excellency to issue orders to the foregoing 
effect without any delay, in order that justice may at last he rendered to this 
much injured person. 

Tlie case of the unfortunate Hoosein Alee Khan, the second son of the late 
Hyder Heg Khan, whose family has so many claims to the consideration both of 
your Excellency’s house and of the British Government, has been so thoroughly 
canvassed, as to leave nothing to be said but a renewal of the expression of my 
unalterable conviction of his riglit to the restoration of the pension granted to 
the family by the late Nawaub Asuf oo(l*Dowlah, through the mediation of 
the Marquess Cornwallis, and enjoyed until your Excellency’s accession to the 
hiusnud. My deliberate judgment on this point has been recently stated to 
your Excellency, in my name, by the Resident, in a letter of the Ist of May, to 
which you have returned no answer. 

The actual grant of the stipend, and the receipt of it by the family till your 
Excellency’s accession, are capable of the most undoubted proof; and the Resi- 
dent has repeatedly declared his readiness to prove them, either by a reference to 
the records of the Residency, or by the evidence of respectable inhabitants of 
Lucknow on oath. Your Excellency's ignorance of the circumstance of the 
original grant, therefore, the only ground on which you have been pleased to 
refuse the restoration of the stipend, may be removed at your pleasure; and I 
feel myself entitled to call upon your Excellency, under the specific authority 
which this Government derives from your Excellency’s letter to Mr. Wellesley, 
of the 26'th of October 1801, to restore to this unfortunate family the means of 
subsistence of which they have so long been deprived w'ithout any grounds of 
alleged misconduct, excepting in the case of the elder brother, whose disgraceful 
and inhuman conduct towards his brother only constitutes an additional and 
most powerful arg^iment for the restoration of the stipend in favour of the latter, 
and of those branches of the family who are left in a condition of distress by 
Alibur Alee’s unjust appropriation of the property of his deceased father. On this 

S oint I must again refer your Excellency to the Vice-President’s letter of 15th of 
larch 1811, the reasoning contained in which appears to me to be unanswerable. 

The Resident has my orders to renew his instances to your Excellency on flu's 
■object, and it is my request and expectation that your Excellency will attend to 
his representations. , • 

• The unhappy difFereuces which have so long subsisted between your Exceb 
lency and her IJighness Sbums-ooh-Nissa Begum, and the failure of the zealous 
endeavours of the Resident to effect a mitigation of her Highness's distresses apd 
to mediate a reconciliation, have been a source of extreme 'concern to me. Her 

Highness’s 
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ttighfiessi’s uUiflaate resolution to retire to the Honoural)l6Conipany’s dominions, 
^nd her actual removal to Elahabad, with tlie subsequent consent of youv Excel- 
lenoy to the commutation on the fair ami Just terms proposed by the Kesident of 
tier H ighness’sjagier and kbassa for a fixed payment in money, have relieved me 
from the necessity of dwelling on that distressing subject. 1 trust the inipedU 
ments which I understand opposed tlie coEnpletion of this arrangement have been 
l-emoved, and that it has been satisfactorily adjusted. 

There is only one point connected with her Higimess’s affairs whicii it is ueces* 
sary forme to press on your Excellency’s attention, namely, the restitution of the 
possessions derived by her Highness from her ancestors at Delhi, which are still 
retained in your Excellency's hands, together with paj'ment of the rents and pro*- 
fits arising from them since they have been held by your Excellency. A list of 
those possessions was submitted to your Excellency by the Resident in the month 
of Zeekaad 1227, and your Excellency declared to the Begum your intention of 
ordering restitution : it can, therefore, only be necessary to recall this circum- 
stance to your recollection, to: insure the immediate performance of your pro- 
mise ; and I accordingly reque&t that you w ill immediately send an order for the 
delivery of the lands, houses, and gardens in question, to such person us lier 
.Highness may appoint to receive them, and tlwt you will pay the amount which 
has been received by your Excellency on account of them into the Hesuient's 
treasury, on account of the Begum. Your Excellency’s early compliance w illi 
this just demand will be received as a. mark of your friendship and attention to 
the advice of the British Government. 

Your Excellency’s assent to the arbitration by the Resident of all difl'ercnccs 
between your Excellency and her Highness the Bhow Begum, has laid tl>e foun- 
dation of a satisfactory adjustment of all depending questions between your Ex- 
cellency and her Highness. The right of the British Government, or its repre- 
sentative at your Excellency’s Court, to exercise the functions of an arbitrator in 
ell those disputes cannot be justly contested, and I liave derived much satisfac- 
tion from perceiving the conviction which has been produced on your Excel- 
lency’s mind in that respect. The afi'airs of the khourd muhl, which were a 
source of so much vexatious correspondence and controversy with your Excel- 
lency, have happily been adjusted, by the submission of the ladies of the muhl to 
the just authority of the Begum : nothing remains, therefore, to be said in reply 
to that part of your Excellency’s letter which relates to that subject, except to 
express my satisfaction at the result. 

Your Excellency’s declaration of your desire to render justice to tlie Sepoys of 
the Honourable Company who may be aggrieved by your officers, is peifL*ctly 
satisfactory to my mind ; and the mode of decision in such cases whicli your 
Excellency has been pleased to adopt, cannot but pieet my entire approbation 
and concurrence. 

Your Excellency’s final acquiescence in the unrestricted employinent of the 
British troops stationed within your dominions in the pursuit and apprehension 
of marauders committing depredations in the Company’s provinces, and seeking 
shelter in your territories, as a measure deemed essential to the security and 
tranquillity of the Company’s adjoining districts, has also been a source of great 
satisfaction to the British Government. Your Excellency may rely with con- 
fidence on the discreet exercise of that power by the officers of this Government. 

I cannot conclude this letter without endeavouring to impress on your Excel- 
lency’s mind the solemn nature of the obligation by which you are bound to 
resort to the friendly advice and assistance of the British Government, not only 
in ^uqh extraordinary and important affairs as those which have formed tli^ 
:principal topics of my present address, but in the ordinary administration of 
your Government. By a careful observance of this rule, your Excellency will 
secure to tbe utmost practicable extent the easy, tranquil, and regular trans- 
«ctioht>f your affairs, and will be enabled to avoid those vexatious controversies 
•and discussions which must inevitably be the result of a deviation from this 
•salutary course. 

I most always regret the necessity of addressing your Excellency in the lan- 
guage of complaint, remonstrance, and expostulation. It is my earnest w'isb 

that 
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To ter Highftcfis Sbum^oon-Nissa Begum. (Written 1818.) Bengal PoiiUcii 

^ Con6uhktioii6, 

Akhongh a considerable time has elapsed since 1 honottred by the i{>>uiyi8is. 

receipt of yOnr Highness's letter, the contents of it have always bten present LetTTfron 

to rtiy mind, and the instructions which I have issued from time to time to the Goveraw-Ge^ral. 
Resident at Lucknow on the subject of your Highness’s affairs will have 
tnnnifbsted the interest which 1 have taken in them, while his communications, 
conveying to you my own sentiments on all points, have supplied the defect of 
a direct answer to your Highness's letter, which I have been prevented from 
addressing to you by a variety of circumstances, which it would be teilious 
to recite. 

1 am unable to express in adequate terms the extreme concern and grief 
with which 1 perused the afflicting recital of your Higlmess’s distresses so 
feelingly pourtrayed in that letter, my sincere sympathy in your severe and 
unmerited sufferings, and the poignant regret with which 1 learned the failure 
of the utmost exertions of the Resident to effect a mitigation of them, and to 
mediate a reconciliation between your Highness and his Excellency the Vizier, 
which might have enabled you to continue to reside in his Excellency’s 
dominions, and to enjoy the ease, security, and contentment to which your 
high rank and many eminent virtues so justly entitle you. 

Your Highness having finally adopted the resolution to withdraw from the 
dominions of Oude and to fix your residence in the Company's provinces, all 
that remained to be done by the Resident, acting tinder my orders, and moved 
by his own personal respect for your Highness and sympathy for your sufferings. 

Was to adopt such measures as were in his power to facilitate your journey, to 
accompany it with those marks of respect and honour, on the part of the 
British Government, Which are due to your exalted rank, and to provide for 
your honourable reception at Elahabad, the place which your Highness had 
selected for your residence. < 

It has been highly gratifying to me to learn that Major Baillie’s proceedings 
have given satisfaction to your Highness j and I request you to be assured, that 
it is the earnest desire of the British Government that your residence in the 
Company’s provinces may prove a source of comfort and tranquillity to your 
mind, and may gradually diminish the acuteness of your mental distresses. 

Since your Highness’s departure from Lucknow, Major Baillie has been 
sedulously employed in effecting sin arrangement for the commutation, on fair 
and just principles, of your Highness’s jagier and khassa for a regular pay- 
ment in money ; and I have reason to hope that he has been able to effect iliat 
desirable object on terms which will prove satisfactory to your Highness. Major 
Baiiiie has also received my instructions to renew his requisition to the Vizier 
for the restitution of the possessions which your Highness has derived from 
your ancestors at Delhi, and their transfer from the hands of his Excellency's 
;^nts to a person to be appointed by your Highness to receive chaige of them 
for your beneht. I trust that no unnecessary delay will take place in the 
adjustment of this point, on which you will receive a communication from 
Majof Baillie. 

(Signed) Minto. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Luckuow. 

Sir : 

1. T||a. communication to you of the final result of the deliberatlonli of the 
Govetnor'General in Couftcil on the contents of your despatches of the dates 
noted in the margin,* reporting the progress of your negotiation witli the 
Vizier bn the importafit question of reform, and other points of discussion 
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B^ai Political between tKe British Government and liis Excellency, to whicb those despatches 
a**Juhy *1813*' refer, has been suspended, until the state of the public businera should admit 

JL. of the preparation of an answer to the letters addressed by the Vizier to the 

Letter Govemor-Geueral, irt reply to his Lordship's letter of the 8th of May 1812, 
from Secretary to anj transmitted with your despatches to tlie Persian Secretary of the 9th of Sep- 
overnroeut. tember and 5th of December, and to his Excellency’s separate letter relating 
to the affairs of her Highness Shums-oon>Nissa Begum, transmitted with your 
despatch to the Persian Secretary of the 2d of December. 

♦ 2. The Governor-General' having now replied to those letters, I^am directed 

to transmit to you the enclosed copy in English of the letter which his I^rd* 
ship has addressed to the Vizier on this occasion, and to communicate to you 
the following observations and instructions of the Governor-General in Council 
on the subjects to which it refers. 

3. The original letter to the Vizier v/ill be transmitted to you by the Persian 
Secretary with the least practicable delay. 

4. Before I proceed to the immediate subject of this despatch, I am directed 
by the Governor-General in Council to convey to you the cordial expression of 
his Lordship in Council’s approbation of the ability, judgment, firmness, and 
perseverance, which have distinguished your conduct in the arduous and 
important negotiation to whicli your despatches refer. The peculiar temper and 
disposition of the Vizier have, on this, as on former occasions, presented obsta- 
cles to the accomplishment of the just views of the British Government at the 
Court of Lucknow, which no exertion of the qualities above described, without 
the application of the further direct interference of the Government, could be 
expected entirely to overcome ; while the failure of your utmost efforts, there- 
fore, to obtain his Excellency’s concurrence in the whole of the measures which 
you have been employed in urging him to adopt, has excited regret rather than 
surprize in the mind of his Lordship in Council, the, success which has attended 

our exertions in accomplishing some objects to which great importance was 
ttached by Government, has afforded his Lordship in Council a high degree of 
satisfaction ; and your conduct, in either case, is considered to have augmented 
your claim to his distinguished approbation, which has already been so fre- 
quently and justly acknowledged. 

5. While the Governor-General in Council regrets the failure of your efforts 
to obtain his Excellency’s acquiescence in those demands and expectations of 
Government which are still unfulfilled, it is extremely gratifying to his Lord- 
sliip in Council to observe that the progress of your discussions has had the 
effect of compelling the Vizier gradually to abandon every ground on which he 
has attempted to resist them, by a semblance of argument, or by assumed doubts 
and apprehensions of the expediency and practicability of the measures proposed 
to him, and has reduced him to the necessity of having recourse to the most 
palpable evasion and prevarication, in order to elude what he can no longer 
fairly object to. This observation refers especially to the question of reform, 
aitiiough it is applicable, in a greater or less degree, to the other topics which 
have lately been agitated with the Vizier^ and, in stating it, I am instructed to 
notice in terms of |>eculiar approbation, the able tenor of your reoMurkf on 
theV’izier’s first proposed answer to the Governor-General’s letter of the 8th of 
May 1812, containing arguments the most irrefragable, in opposition to the 
weak and evasive reasoning adopted by his Excellency with a view to obstruct 
the salutary and imlispensable object of reform. 

0. With regard to the question of reform, which is the principal subject ot 
tile Governor-General's letter to the Vizier of this date, you wdl olsserve, jbot 
his Lordship considers all argument to have been completely exboustetf fW, the 
long and elaborate discussions which have already taken place ; and beblg 
decidedly of opinion tiiat the British Government will not be justified; i« reblV 
ing its efforts to carry that arrangement into effect wliile'a possibility r^ains of 
-accomplishing it, his iK>rdship has aimed not iw much at exposihg yhe wew 
and untenable arguroenta and feigned doubts and dlafgis 
endeavour, ng to impress on his mind, tmib the right iiiid 
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the British Gorernment to enforce the observance of the stipulations of the 
treaty in this particular, to make him sensible of the condition to which his per- 
severance in opposing our just views may eventually place him with relation to 
this Government, and pf the hopelessness of ultimately succeeding in that 
opposition, and generally to obtain his prompt and implicit compliance with 
demands urged under the express sanction of a public treaty, by awakening his 
mind to the possible consequences of an opposite course of conduct. 


Bon<>al Poluioaf 
Consultations, 

2 July 

Lettrr 

from SeertUary f# 
(lovtmmeat. 


7 . The Governor-General in Council cannot anticipate the new efforts of 
evasion or delay which the Vizier may employ with a view to prolong the negotia- 
tion after the receipt of the Governor-General’s letter. It is possible, indeed, 
that he may declare his assent to the plan, and agree to enter immediately, in 
concert with you, on the necessary arrangements, and perhaps actually do so, 
trusting to time and circumstances for an opportunity of breaking them off, or 
perhaps to the means which be may possess, by clandestine intrigue, of frustrating 
them in their progress. His success in either would be deeply to be lamentcui, 
as defeating, or at least retarding, the accomplishment of reform, and would 
afford matter of triumph and gratification to the Vizier. His Lordship in Coun- 
cil, however, reposes entire reliance in your vigilance, discernment, and energy, 
for frustrating any designs which his Excellency may entertain of this nature. 

8. You are so fully possessed of the views and sentiments of the Governor- 
General in Council in every branch of the proposed measures of reform, as to 
render any instructions for your guidance, in addition to those which you have 
from time to time received, entirely unnecessary. You will observe, that a refe- 
rence is made in the letter to the Vizier to your communications, which will of 
course be renewed in the name and by the direct authority of the Governor- 
General, and in the spirit of the letter to his Excellency’s address, which you will 
enforce by such further arguments aiwl representations as may be calculated in 
your judgment to improve and confirm its impression on his Excellency’s mind. 

9 . Of the remaining points adverted to in that letter, there is only one on 
which it appears necessaryto state any observations, namely, the case of Hoosein 
Alee Khan. It has occurred to the Governor-General in Council, that if the 
repugnance of the Vizier to restore tlie stipend to the family of the late Ilyder 
IJeg Khan continues to be unalterable, it will be for the interests of Hoosein 
Alee Khan to accept a compromise, by receiving from his Excellency, for his 
ow'n use and that of his immediate family, a proportion (one-fourth for example) 
of the original stipend. This is stated for your consideration, and you me 
autliorized to accede to an arrangement framed on this principle, if you judge it 
advisable. You will observe, that the passage in the Governor-General’s letter 
relating to this point is so expressed as to leave it in your power to offer or 
accept a compromise, or to insist on a compliance with the original requisition, 
as you may think advisable. 


10. The Governor-General has called on the Vizier to render justice to Alee 
Nuckee Khan without any further delay, referring to your letter of the 30th of 
April, as containing the result of his Lordship's deliberate judgment on that 
question. His Lordship in Council lias only adverted generally to the que^- 
ttona relating to the two Begums, the grievance of the Conqiany’s Sepoy^ and 

. the employineat of our troops in the pursuit and apprehension of banditti. Those 
points being either satisfactorily arranged, or in a fair train of adjustment, it has 
been thought advisable to avoid any irritating reference to what has passed. 
There is only one point on which bis Lordship has thought it necessary again to 
urge the Vizier, namely, the restitution of the possessions of Shums-oon-Nissa 
Begum at Dehli. You will be pleased to renew your application to his Excel- 
lency on this subject, and to recommend to the Begum the appointment of a 
person to take charge of them. You will, of course, receive every practicable 
assistance from the Hesident at Dehli hi effecting this arrangement, if his inter- 
ference shall be necessary. 

1 1. The Gcvernor-General has addressed answers to the letters from the two 
Bc^ms, received with your despatches on the 5th, ISth, tuid S5th September 
ltIS« Persian Secretary. 'English copies of those answers are enclosed, 

and 
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amltlie originals will be forwarded to you by the Persian Secretary a'8>oon tfs 
t he}’ ciin be prepared. 

I have, Ase. 


Fort \ViUiani, 
adJuly 181S. 


(Signed) J, Adam, 

Sccretaiy to Goverffnreut. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

SO July 1813. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL COlCStlLTATtp^JS, 

The 50/A July 1815. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to 'Government. 

Sir : 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council the enclosed copied and translations of letters which have 
passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, and copies of letters which 
I have addressed to her Highness the younger Begum, and to the Judge and 
Magistrate of Elahabad, descriptive of the final adjustment of her Higbness'a 
claim on the Vizier for the daily supply of her table, and of the terms of the 
commutation of her jagier for an annual stipend in money. 

2. This highly satisfactory result of a long protracted and’ mo^t Unpleasant 
discussion between tiie British Government and his Excellency the Vizier, 
having for its object his Excellency’s concession of the just rights of the Begutn, 
and his attention to the calls of humanity in her tehalf, cahnot fail to be 
agreeable tu the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council ; atid t 
congratulate bis Lordship in Council on the happy conclusion of the business, 
as produced by my negotiation under his Lordship in Coancii^s comtnauds. 

5. I take this opportunity of reporting my having quitted Lucknow on the 
morning of the 15th insianf, in progress towards Fyzabad, where I expect to 
arrive on the morrow. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp, Mohumnnulpoor, (Sigcted) J. 

1 6th J uly, 1815. Resident. 


Letter To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 50th June, 1813.) 

from Resident at _ , , ,, ,, i , . ,. 

Lucknow. In my last letter to your Excellency on the subject of the jagier kftd supplies 

of her Highness the younger Begum, I apprized you of my intention to summon 
the revenue officers of the jagier to Lucknow, to require from them aft accurate 
statement of its revenue for the current Fusly year, attested by their signa- 
tures and seals, and to send them to the Presence with that statement, to 
satisf}' your Excellency of its accuracy. I also promised to submit to your 
Excellency a proposal regarding the compensation for her Highnesses sup- 
plies, which should be calculated to prevent loss to either party, to afford 
satisfaction to her Highness, and to promote your Excellency’s reputation. 

Your Excellency was pleased to assure me, in reply to that letter, that mjr 
proposal should be honoured by your consent : and now, tliat the collection^ of 
the revenue of the jagier are at an end, and the whole of its revenue, according 
to the settlement for the present year, has been realized, I have the hmioftr of 
transmitting to your Excellency two abstracts of the wasil-baukee account, signed 
and sealed by the Cbowdree, Abmud Oolia, with the deposition of that officer 
to the accuracy of the account, taken in my presence : twenty-nine kubdplerata 
by the Zemindars for land revenue, twenty-five obligations for ntiaurana, eight 
kubooleeats for saeer duties, and a statement of the expense of coNeeitotts undcir 
the seal of the Aumil of the jagier. The Cbowdree, Abmud Ooila, attteods 
your Excellency with this letter, to attest the correctness of its ewclosateji s Wd 
from these documents it will appear to your Excellency, in the clearest ahd .most 
satisfactory manner, that the net revemie of tl»e jagier, 'fts reafiaed by the 
present Aiimil, after deducting ail the trhargds on twe l-evetibe, SUdh 
and other exemptions and fees, with the exception of the dbatj^ of bdlleiEftiM, 
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IS the sum of UickiiDMu^Stoet ' per anaum^ 

Kow the duu^ of collection on the above sti^ ai orig^Uj stated 
by your Excellency, at the rm# of toil centum on the revenue, yrpuid amount 
10 5,769 rupees, 14 annas, 9 pice ; whereas the actual ex pense in^pri^ 'by her 
Higbnetat the Begum on tfab'Acdount; as stated by her Highnessh* Miitm, is only 
1,85S rupees, 10^ annas : a sum so ftr in^rtor to the amount of ydur Excel- 
lency’s demand, as to render an aocommodutton between you impracticable, 
without considerable concessions By both. But the difference between your 
Excellency and her Highness on the other important point, namely, the value 
of her Highpeiss’s supplies, is eqeally irreconciteable with the former ; your 
Excellency having stated it as 6S rupees per dsem, and her Highness demanding 
1S5. My sole and uniform objed in ihe part which I have taken in this discus- 
sion from its commencement, wa* ta satisfaction to both the personages 
concerned in it to the utmost practictmle extent ; to provide a suitable roainte^ 
nance for her Highness tire Begum, without loss to your Excellency ; and by 
securing the fhture ease and comfort of her Higtiness’s life, in whatever country 
her residence might be fixed* to exalt your Excellency’s reputation. The 
accommodadon which 1 have now to propose seems, to my impartial judgment, 
to be better qalcul^^ed than any other that I could devise, to accomplish those 
deSirebie ends. |t is to take the mean ratio between your Excellency's statement 
and her Highfiess’s, on boUi the questions at issue ; that is, to fix the charge of 
collecting riie revenue of her Highness’s jagier at a moiety of the aggregate 
amonpt of youf £xcelleney% demand, and her Hiebness’s ofifer, or the sum of 
5,8 1;1 rupees- 4r annas, and 9 pice per annum, to be deducted from the gross 
amotiotof the collection ; and, on the same primnple, to fix the daily allowance, 
in lieu of her Highness’s supply of provisions, at the sum of 94 sicca rupees, or 
a moiety of the aggregate amount of ydur Excellency’s o^r and her Hlgteiess’s 
demand. Thus the net amount of the revenue of the jagier to be annually 
paid by your Excellency In her Highness the Begum will be the sum of 
53,887 rupees, 9 annas, and 9i pice, and the yearly amount of the compenution 
in lieu of supplies to her Highnw’s kkcheo, for twelve lunaf months or 554 
days, wllF be the sum of 33,976 rupees ; making together the yearly sum of 
87 , 163 rupees, 9 annas, and 9i pic% or per mensem 7,9fi3 rupees, 10 annas, and 
1 pie. On your Excellency’s agreeing to pay this sum into thd Honourable 
Company’s treasury moOdily, on account of her Highness the Begum, 1 am 
prepared to give your Excellency possession of her Highness’s jagier. 


But as the whole of the revenue for the current fiisly year has been already 
collected by her Highness’s servants, while the compensation for her H^ness’s 
supplies ,is in arrear from the commencement of this year qf the U^uree, or for 
a period qlT niqe lunar months, durmg which your Excellency has pmd only 
Kiipees 4^qfi$ ou account, k follows, that the arrear of the compensation in ques- 
tion at thp ,rato now submitted, or the sum of 90,995 rupees, was actually due by 
yobr Eicc^lency at the close the tost month, and should now be paid to 
her Ifighne^ whose exigeodes are said to bepressing; and further, that riie sum 
of per diem roust he paid to her Highness hereafter, from the let 

of thO month till the 14th of the month of Rumxaum corresponding 

with the lii of Kooar m thbensning fusly year; when, in the terms of my 
present pfd^sal, your Excellency’s paymeo^ of the monthly instalments oC 
Bnpfea'>7,dTO# lOV 1. to her Highness ti^ )^gum will coifimence.. 

Atmecopy:- 

(Signed)- . J. BaitLiE^"' 

' ’ Resident.' 


id4>£btc^tocy the .(|laqdved too 9th July 1H13.) 

^ dated' 99th>iel^Jethadee^>qs^nee,(3C)th dune), on 

i(^x;qpmotikio»«f tfaO'^unige^ Be^^m^s and suppliOs for 
otoih^i wkb aftl mW'dotmmein^ ^nqlotod jn it, ai^afaly 
i agreet 40 wHrt'^yod itavd wfitfep, a^.^n# to you the 
- <tte-nrwilrt gUy. dlppr^ ^ pnsvisions 
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bn|aJ Puliticaf 
CoMiultarionc, 
SO July ISIS. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from the Viaier, 
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Bengal Po|iti<^ allowance in lieu pf provisions from the 1st of Rujub, and the monthly 
3oX'ly"i813! instalments on account of the revenue of the jagier from the beginning of the 

’ month of Kooar in the ensuing Pusly year 1221, or from the i4th of the 

month of Rumzaun, 1228 Hijjuree, shall be paid to you regularly in future : 
and now that this business is settled, you will give ray Aumil possession of 
the jagier, 

A true translation : . 

(Signeii) J, Baiilje, 

Kcsident. 


Letter 

from Keiident at 
Ludtnow. 


It is superduous to assure your Highness that my best endeavours have been 
generally exerted in your behalf since the commencement of your unhappy 
differences with his Excellency, and more particularly, with a reference to your 
jagier and your claim for the supply of your table, that I have strenuously 
laboured to bring those two questions to a speedy and satisfactory adjustment. 

Your Highness is aware of the arguments which his Excellency originally 
used to defeat your claim for supplies. He observed, that a table-allowance 
could never be demanded from him by a person who had retired from his 
dominions ; that while your Highness resided with him he had furnished the 
usual supplies for your table daily, but that, from the day of your quitting his 
capital, he had considered the obligation to do so as entirely abrogated and 
annulled, and that nothing but his respect for your Highness, and the expected 
intercession of our Government in your behalf, could have induced liim to 
continue the allowance for a single day after your departure to the jagier. 
That his servants had attended your Highiu?ss to your jagier, and had furnished 
the usual supplies for the daily consumption of your table, till your Highness 
had been pleased to dismi.ss them, and to direct the provision of those supplies 
at your own charge by your servants, a measure, on the part of your Highness, 
which completely exonerated his Excellency, in his own judgment, from all 
further trouble or expense on this account. 

In short, it was his Excellency’s manifest intention to withhold any further 
supply for the use of your Highness’s table, and to refuse the smallest com- 
pensation on this account ; and nothing but my repeated and earnest interces- 
sion, supported by the strongest remonstrances on the part of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, could have induced his Excellency to enter 
into a discussion of your Highness’s claim. His Excellency consented at 
length to grant a certain allowance in money, 63 rupees per diem, as your 
Highness was informed, in lieu of the provisions in question ; but my regard 
for your Highness’s comfort occasioned my rejection of this sum, and my 
persistence in a vexatious discussion with his Excellency in your Highness’s 
behalf, till he was pleased to convey to me a promise of being guided by my 
decision on the extent of your Highness’s claim, with a reference to the supply 
of your table, on the condition of my agreeing for your Highness to the 
transfer of the jagier to his Excellency for an annual stipend in money, 
proportioned to the revenue of the jagier. 

Under the authority which your Highness had conferred on me, and sensible 
of the great advantages which an arrangement of this nature must produce, I 
bad no hesitation whatever in consenting to bis Excellency’s proposal.; ap^ 1 
directed your Highness’s Vakeel to summon the revenue oflficers of the jagier 
to Lucknow in the month of March last, for the purpow of ascertaining its 
Revenue, with the view of concluding tliis arrangement. , 

last, on gtopnds which I 
of th^ arrangement was 
iuspended 


The Vakeel objected to this measure in March 
thouglit it proper to admit ; and the conclusion 


To her Highness the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa. (Written 10th July 1813.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Highness’s letter, dated the 2d instant; 
exjiressive of your anxiety regarding the adjustment of your claims against 
the Government of his Excellency the Vizier, and 1 have fully understood the 
contents of it. 



suspended wjj 
revenue of. 
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^ Highness’s knowledge and consent, till the whole of the 
■er for the current year should be realized. 


AhmudM|pjK Chowdree of the jagier, has recently arrived at Lucknow, 
and ha||BPI|^ted the revenue accounts in a number of separate documents, a 
list oJ^PIHpi is enclosed. Those documents have been submitted to the 
the Chowdree has attended to attest them ; and after a long 
between his Excellency and me on the subject, the whole of the 
I of the jagier, as asserted by your Highness’s officers, supported in 
statements by me, has been finally admitted by his Excellency, and your 
ness’s rights have been maintained. 

With regard, however, to the charge of collection, a considerable difficulty 
has arisen in reconciling the different statements of his Excellency and your 
Highness’s Aumil. 


The established charge of collection throughout the Vizier’s dominions, and 
also in the Company’s territory, is known to be ten per centum on the gross 
amount of the revenue, which would have constituted a heavy deduction from 
the amount of your Highness’s income ; and it has proved a most arduous task 
upon n«y part, in combining the settlement of this question with the adjustment 
of your Highness's claim on account of the supplies for your table, to con- 
clude an arrangement with the Vizier, which should not only preclude loss to 
your Highness, but be far more advantageous, on the whole, tlian the original 
state of your affairs, as securing a larger income for the future than your 
Highness has hitherto enjoyed. 


For the details of the. arrangement that has been concluded, I refer your 
Highness to the two separate documents enclosed, and to the verbal explanation 
of your agent. The annual amount of the compensation for your Higlmess’s 
provisions has been fixed at the sum of 33,276 rupees, and the net revenue of 
the jagier at the sum of 53,887 rupees, 9 annas, and pice per annum. His 
Excellency the Vizier has agreed to pay the aggregate of the two sums above 
stated to your Highness regularly every future year ; and he has now sent to 
me, on your Highness’s account, the sum of 24,957 rupees, as the arrears of the 
compensation for supplies for a period of nine months, commencing with the 
first of ShuYViiul, and ending on the last day of Jemadee-oos-sanee in the 
present year of the Hijjuree. 

A copy of his Excellency’s letter to my address, annotmeing his consent to 
this arrangement, is transmitted for your Highness’s information ; and 1 have 
further the honour of transmitting to you my draft on the Collector of Elahabad 
for the sum of Lucknow Rupees 24,9*57, payable ten days after sight, when 
your Highness’s servants w'ill receive it. The monthly allowance for supplies, 
at the rate above stated, will be regularly paid to your Highness till the com- 
mencement of the ensuing fusly year, or till the 14th of the month of Rumzauu, 
wlien'the instalments of the aggregate sum of 87,163 rupees, 9 annas, and 9^ 
pice per annum, or Rupees 7,263,10 per mensem, will commence. 

I congratulate your Highness most cordially on the satisfactory a<ijustment 
of the onlv important questions which dependetl between you and the Vizier, 
and which the friendship of the British Government for your Highness has thus 
brought to a happy conclusion. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Ba illie, 

Resident. 


Bengal Pohlical 
Consul tationFy 
80 July 1818. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To T. Fortcscuc, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zilla Elahabad. itewiient at 

jjll* . Lucknow. 

1. A sum of money, Lucknow Sicca Rupees 24,957, having been received 
from ins Expellency the Vizier on account of her Highness the Begiitn, 
Shums-oon-Nissa, 1 have deemed it to be proper, under the instructions of 
the Government formerly intimated to you, to grant a draft on the Collector of 
Elahabad for the sum above-mentioned, payable ten days after sight to her 
Highness the Begum-, or to her order. 


2. The 
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Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
BO July 181 S. 

Letter 

0*0111 Resident at 
Ludcnow. 


Letter 

froTO Secretary to 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
Sept. 181B. 

Letter 

Iron) Resident at 
Lucknow. 


5iO 


2. The Begutn’s Vakeel having represented to me that her Highness was sub* 
jected to loss, on a former occasion, by the receipt of Furruckal^^pees instead 
of Lucknow Rupees, which are said to be also current at ydiflgwn, i have 
thought it proper to state the amount of the remittance on thl^^»on in my 
draft on the Collector of Elahabad as in Lucknow Sicca Rupeclp||K|h will not, 
I trust, be productive of any material inconvenience to thatuHRer, and 
cannot occasion loss to the Government, because the usual remittance, or 
monthly supply of money, from the treasuries in the Ceded Provincesi to this 
treasury, is generally subject to a discount, corres|K>ndmg with the 
Batta or difference of value in exchange between the coinage of Luckh 
Furruckabad, and this batta is at present nearly three per centum. 

3. If I have been misinformed regarding the currency of Lucknow Sicca 
Rupees at Elahabad, and her Highness the Begum decline to receive Furrucka- 
bad Rupees in the room of them, my draft must, of course, be returned, and a 
reference must be made to the Government regarding the future disposal of the 
money to be received on her Highness’s account, which will amount to the 
monthly sum of Lucknow Sicca Rupees 7,260, or Lucknow Sicca Rupees 87, 120 
per annum. 


4. I beg the favour of your making the necessary communication on the 
subject of this dispatch to the Collector of Zilla Elahabad, and informing me of 
the result at your earliest convenience. 


Lucknow, 
10th July, 1813. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bail lie. 
Resident. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, of the l6th 
instant, reporting the final adjustment of her Highness the younger Begum’s 
claim on his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier for tabic allowance, and the tern)s 
of the commutation of her jagier for an annual stipend in money, and transmit- 
ting copies of your correspondence with the Vizier, the Begum, and the Magis- 
trate of Elahabad on that subject. 

2. The Governor-General in Council has received with sentiments of sincere 
and cordial satisfaction, the intelligence of the accomplishment of those very 
desirable objects ; and 1 am directed to signify to you the entire approbation of 
his Lordship in Council of the tenor of your correspondence above adverted 
to, and of the very able and judicious manner in which you have conducted to a 
successful close the negotiation of this very troublesome point of discussion with 
his Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

30th July 1813. Secretary to G overnment. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 3d September 1813. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. The eunuch, Tuhseen Alee Khan, who has so long and so deservedly 
enjoyed the favour and protection of our Government, is now, to every appear- 
ance, in the last stage of his existence, and will probably have ceased to exist 
before this letter, or an arzee which he has just now sent to me to the addrras of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, can be submitted to the notice of 
the Government. 

2. With his arzee to my Lord Minto’s address, Tuhseen Alee Khan has sent 
a letter to me, a translation of which is enclosed ; and I perform an act of 

humanity, 



aUBt: PAPERS. 




iMwt, if I do not diwhar^ an esitentkl obligation of my public 
the subject of this letter to the most favourable.consider* 
,i^on.ofitlio43o«rernment " *Ll_ 

^ ^. l^lt d^spatcItfrom thePersian department, under date the 4th of September fttm RwldTOt «t 
la^ti 'l iriis instructed to offer to Tuhseen Alee Khan the Honourable Company’s Lucknoir. 
guainbt^ of the payment of a small pension to be assigned from his own funds 
to one of his confidential servants ; for whom, and for some relations and other 
dependants of the eunuch to be placed under that persons charge, the protection 
of the British Government was requested. 

4. The nature of the communication, which I made to Tuhseen Alee Khan on 
that occasion, has doubtless suggested to his mind the terms of the letter, which 
has now been addressed to me (a translation of which is enclosed), and the 
disposition of property which it conveys. The whole amount of his personal 
property, as referred to in this letter, cannot exceed the sum of a lac and half of 
rupees, and can scarcely be an object to the Vizier, if the possession of it could 
be justly demanded by his Excellency to the prejudice of the needy relations and 
dependants of the proprietor, to whom the amount has been bequeathed. But 
the right of Tuhseen Alee Khan to dispose, in the manner described, of the 
tricing remainder of his property acquired in the service of Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
and reduced to its present amount by the unkindness and illiberality of the Vizier, 
seems to me to be almost unquestionable, and to be fully supported by the rules 
of Mobummudan law, though not by the practice of Mussulmans under the 
arbitrary government of the Vizier. His Excellency’s riglit, on the other hand, 
to resume the possession of the jagier whiclj Tuhseen Alee Khan has hitherto 
enjoyed, seems to me to be equally unquestionable ; and I have discomaged 
every hope, on the part of Tuhseen and his heirs, of tlieir enjoying any portion of 
the jagier after his death. 

5. The office of .Nazir of the khoord nudil, when vacated by the death of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan, will be conferred by her Highness the Bhow Begum, as a 
matter of course, on some person of her Highness’s selection; but the question 
of the future superintendence and payment of the stipends of the subordinate 
w'omen and reputed children of the late Nawaub, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, hitherto 
exercised by Tuhseen Alee Khan under the guarantee of the British Govem- 
inent, seems to merit the early consideration of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, and to require his Lordship’s instructions for the 
guidance of my conduct on the occasion of 'Fuliseen’s demise. 

6. I solicit the favour of an early communication of the sentiments and orders 
of the Government on this latter question, and regarding my acceptance or re- 
jection of the trust which Tuhseen Alee Khan would impose on me, w ith a view 
to the protection of his dependants. 


I iiave, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, 
24th Ang. 


(Signed) 


.1. BATM.ir, 

Resident. 


From Meeali Tuhseen Alee Khun. (Received tlie24-lh August ISl.'].) 

Your uniform kindness to me, on all occasions, far exceeds the power of 
language to express ; and God is my w itness, that the cap of my devotion to 
your will has ever been the ornament of my head, as well as the greatest boast 
of my 4ieart. The sincere gratitude which I feel for tlie obligations which you 
have conferred on me can only cease with my life. Day after day, and by 
night too, I offer up my prayers to God for the increase of your happiness and 
prosperity, and the prolongation of your valuable life. 

The present state of my liealth and my bodily weakness are such as to pre- 
clude every hope of recovery, save by the immediate interposition of the divine 
mercy; arid having hitherto, on all occasions, experienced the favour and pro- 
tection of the British Government, and ascribing the long duration of my exis- 
tence in, tUif ^(transitory world solely to the ease and tranquillity which I Imve 
•njoyed under tl>e protection of the Honourable Company, whose most willing 
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kod fsiitliful senrtnt and dependant I fiavt ever btoen, I look op erkti oodlid^ce 
to your friendship in this lait stage of -my existence, for the continuance of these 
blessings to my triends and relations after my death ; and, with this view, while 
yet in complete possession of my intellects, and of every other legal qualffication 
*^**'*'^*«*« Alee to dispose of my property by bequest (praised be God for the same), iu the hope 
of a continuance of that protection and kindness from you to my relations, after 
my decease, which you have uniformly extended to me while living, I humbly 
submit my request that you will accept and exercise the trust of executor and 
guardian of this my last will and testament, in the manner under- written, vis. : 

Whereas Chutra Mull Set,h, my late brother, had long ago expended on my 
account, or restored to me, all the money and property which he ever had of mine, 
and owed me nothing at the time of his death, nay long before that event, while 
in the fullest possession of every mental faculty, we settled our accounts with 
each other, consequently I have no claim upon him or his heirs whatever, nor 
are they to be called to account in my name. On the contrary, after settling 
accounts, 1 became indebted to my said brother deceased for many sums of 
money and other benefits which he conferred on me, and on this account, as 
well as from our relationship, his wife and his daughters and daughter-in-law, 
with two little boys his grandsons, named Kedar Nath and Lalljee, who are 
all residing in a house built with his own money, have been taken under my pro- 
tection, and I have maintained them hitherto as my own. 

All my money and valuables are contained in the three houses undermentioned, 
viz., the house 1 pow occupy contiguous to the palace of Furabukhsh, a house in 
Che Punj Muhuleh, and a third near to the old Dowlut Kliana. No money nor 
property belonging to me has ever been deposited in any other place, nor in the 
possession of any of my relations or friends. I possess two other liouses ; one 
of them near to Wuxeerbaiigh, the other in Teekcet Gunge, contiguous to 
Nisbatbaugh, and 1 have also a garden at Ueejuora. 

It is my wish and expectation from your favour, that immediately after my 
death the whole of my household furniture, plate, and valuables, with the five 
bouses and gardens above described, my elephants, horses, camels, hackeries, 
and other property of every description, be disposed of, under your authority, by 
public sale, and the proceeds be deposited in the Honourable Company’s treasury 
and vested in its funds, the interest on the amount to be distributed monthly 
among my relations and friends, as particularly specified hereafter, and continued 
in perpetuity to them and their heirs for ever, so as to preserve them from indi- 
gence or want, that they may pray lor you their benefactor. 

My grand-nephews, Kendar Nath and Lalljee, who are infants, I commit to 
your especial guardianship, and I confidently hope and trust that your friendly 
aid and protection will always be extended to them, and to their mother and 
grandmother, and iu a word to all my connexions, so that no injury nor loss may 
befall them. 

For the purpose of my interment I long ago purcl;ascd a piece of ground in 
tlie Chouk, near to the Akhuree Diiravazeh, on which 1 erected a musjid, puckba 
bazar, and stable, at my own exclusive expense, and have uniformly distributed 
the rents of all those buildings in charity among the durveishes attached to the 
musjid. To this ground it is my earnest desire, and 1 rely on your goodness for 
its accomplishment, that when 1 die my body may be removed in a respectable 
and creditable manner, and buried within the compound or area of the bazar, 
and that a puckha monument may be erected over my grave with a part of the 
money to be produced by the sale of my property and deposited in the Honour- 
able Company’s treasury. The rent of the shops in the bazar and musjid, as 
hitherto collected by the servants of my deceased brother, Chutra Mull Set,b, and 
distributed by them among the durveishes, to be collected iu like manner after 
my death, and appropriated to the support of the durveishes attached to the 
musjid and tomb ; and, in addition to tlic amount of the rent so collected, I 
further bequeath the sum of Sicca Rupees 600 per annum from the interest of 
ray money in the Honourable Company’s funds, to defray the expenses of the 
inohurrum, and of die anniversary of my death and interment. 



Sheikh 
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SMfldi S]iiibab-ood>D«eni my old and confidcntiat servant, and my accredited Bea|«! I>K|iavi 
agent with the British Government, in constant attendance on you, having a‘s**^MSt 
served me faithfully and honestly, and conducted himself to roy entire satis- ** » ept» W ip» 
faction, without interfering in my pecuniary concerns, I give and bequeath to Leuer 
him, and to his heirs and successors for ever, a montldy allowance of Sicca Al«® 

Rupees 800, to be paid from the interest of my money vested in the Honour. 
able Company’s funds; and I commit him to the fostering care and protection 
of the British Government and to your kind patronage, which 1 earnestly 
solicit in his behalf. 

To Aftaub Raee, also an old friend, who has served me faithfully and 
honestly in the capacity of Moonshee, and never intermeddled with my money 
matters or property of any description, I give and bequeath an allowance of 
Sicca Rupees 50 per mensem, in perpetuity, from the interest of my money, 
as above ; and I solicit the British Government to protect him, on all occasions, 
for my sake. 

Here follows a list of all my bequests, to be paid from the interesd of my 
money in the Honourable Company’s funds, making a total amount of Sicca 
Rupees 575 per mensem, or per annum Sicca Rupees 6,900. 

Sheikh Shuliab-ood-Deen has always received his monthly allowances from 
my own hand, and I consider him as one of my best and most valued 
friends; Moonshee Aftaub Raee is also a very old and contidential servant; 
and I request that the monthly stipends of both these persons be paid to them 
and their heirs for ever from tlie Honourable Company’s treasury directly, out 
of the interest of the proceeds of my sale, to be vested in the funds of 
the Company. The remainder of the Interest of my property to he j)aid 
to Kedar Nath and Lalljee, the grandcitildren of Chutra Mull Set.h, 
my brother deceased, to whom I intrust the payment of all the other pro- 
visions ahovementioned, and who will apiiiopriutc the iCsidue of the intcicst 
as a personal provision for themselves, their heirs and successors, who are 
liereby constituted an<l declared to he my heirs and residuary legatees. The 
receipts of Sheikh Shuhah-ood-Decn and Aftaub Race, lor their monthly 
stipends, will be presented by these persons themselves at the JJonouruble 
Company’s treasury, and a receipt fur the residue of tlie interest or surplus 
income of my property, under the seals of Kedar Nath and Lalljee, or 
their heirs, will be presented by Sbubab-ood-Deeii, my Vakeel, tlirougb whom 
the money should be pakL 

I intreat, as a last favour, your acceptance of this trust, the executorship 
of my last will and testament, which I beg you to retain in yonr possession. 

I have directed an inventory of all my property to be made, and it shall be 
sent to you in the course ot a few days. 

My sole hope and trust are in the British Government, whose devoted 
servant I am and shall be till my last breatlu 

A true translation : 

(Signed) .T- Batllik, 

Resident. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

Sir : from Secretary to 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your ■despatch of t!ie Government. 
24th ultimo, enclosing the translation of a letter to your address from Tuhseeu 
Alee Khan, respecting tlie disposition of his property alter his tleaili, and 
soliciting the protection of the British Government to his surviving relations 
and dependents. The arzee addressed by Tuhseeu Alec Khan to the Governor- 
General has also been received. 

2. The long and intimate intercourse which has subsisted between Tuhseen 
Alee Khan and succe.ssive Residents at the court of the Vizier, his known attach*- 
ment to the British Government, the services which he has rendered, and the 
hazard to which he has been exposed in performing what lie deemed to be his 

duty 
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Bangii duty to the allied Governments on a memorable occasion, and the^reat f^peeta* 

181 ^ bility of his character and conduct, constitute claims on the countenance and 

* support of the British Government which appear to the Governor-General in 
Letter Council to warrant the decisive interference of the Government in favour of his 

fironi Semtaiy to surviving relations and dependants, and for the protection of his property 

Government. (exclusive of the jagier which is, of course, resumable at his death), in order 
to give effect to the disposition which he has made of it. 

3- The Governor-General in Council will therefore approve of your adoption 
of the measures which may appear to you best calculated to accomplish the 
purposes of the will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and authorizes you to apprize his 
Excellency the Vizier, at such time as you may judge it to be expedient, that 
you are in possession of instructions from Government to the above effect, 
stating to his Excellency the grounds on which the Governor-General in 
Council deems it to be the right of the British Government to extend its pro- 
tection to Tuhseen Alee Khan, and setting before his Excellency the powerful 
motives of consideration for that person’s long and faithful services to his 
family, and more especially to himself which ought to restrain him from any 
opposition to an arrangement perfectly just in itself and sanctioned by the 
dying request of Tuhseen. 

4. It appears to his Lordship in Council to be desirable, that on the occur- 
rence of the decease of Tuhseen you should take measures, without delay, for 
securing his property from injury and dilapidation, and for retaining it under 
your own charge, until an opportunity shall offer of disposing of it in pursuance 
of the directions contained in his will. 

5. The Governor-General in Council is satisfied that your proceedings, under 
these instructions, will be regulated no less by a desire to fulfil the just 
expectations of Tuhseen Alee Khan, sanctioned by the British Government, 
than by every practicable endeavour to reconcile the Vizier to them. 

6. His Lordship in Council regrets the necessity, which is unhappily established 
by the character and conduct of the Vizier, of founding his instructions, on the 
present occasion, on the anticipation of his Excellency’s desire to appropriate 
the comparatively insignificant amount of property, acquired in the course of 
a long life devoted to the service of his family, and would willingly indulge the 
hope that an appeal to the common principles of gratitude, justice, and honour, 
wovild imiucc his Excellency voluntarily to give effect to the provisions of the 
will. However feeble such a hope may be, it will at all events be proper, iti 
the first instance, to assume that his Excellency is susceptible of these princi- 
ples with relation to Tuhseen Alee Khan, and consequently to frame your 
earlier representations to his Excellency on that basis, reserving for the case of 
his determined opposition to the dispositions of the will, a more decisive and 
energetic exertion of the influence of tlie Government which you represent. 

7. By the decease of Tuhseen Alee Khan the superintendence of the 
khoord tnuhl of the late Nawauh Shooja-ood-Dowlah, and also of tlie muhl of 
the late Nawauh Asuf-cod-DowIah and of his reputed children, will become 
vacant. The charge of tlie first-mentioned establishment will be conferred, 
of course, on some person of the election of her Highness the Bhow Begum, 
whose right to the management of it, in conformity to the tenor of the 
engagement executed by the Vizier in 1798, under the guarantee of the 
British Government, admits of no dispute, and has lately been again distinctly 
recognized. 

8. With regard to the mulil of the late Nawauh Asuf-ood-Dowlah and to that 
Prince’s reputed children, whom his Excellency the Vizier is bound by treaty to 
maintain, the Governor- General in Council is of opinion that the most expedient 
arrangement would be for his Excellency, in concert with you, to nominate a 
proper person to the charge of the establishment, in question. The Governor- 
General in Council understands, that shortly after the accession of the Nawauh 
Saadut Alee Khan to the Musnud, an allowance of one lac of rupees was assigned 
by his Excellency, under the guarantee of the Resident, for the iiiaintenance of 
.tne reputed children of his brother and the females belonging to the niulil, but 
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lUattbis stmi is considerably reduced in consequence of tb6 death of several of 
them, and that a great degree of distress prevails among the survivors. It would 
be worthy of his Excellency’s liberality and justice to revise the distribution of. 
the allowance in question, and to apportion it according to the age and the wants 
of the parties, and to allot the surplus which will remain to the establishment of 
a fund to meet the nccessaiy expenses of the marriages, and otlier domestic occur- 
rences, among the reputed children of the late Vizier, and for the relief of the 
indigent relatives of the women of the muhl. 


Sfengal Political 
Consultatioas, . 
S Sept 18l$i , 

Letter 

from Secretaiy to 
Government. 


9. With respect to the participation of the Government in the appointment of 
a p’erson to superintend the establishment in the room of Tuhscen Alee Khan, 
the Governor-General in Council considers the obligation imposed on the British 
Government, by the spirit of the 1 6th article of the treaty of 1798, to warrant a 
degree of interference which shall ensure the due execution of that article ; but 
it will neither be just nor expedient to extend it beyond the approval of the per- 
son who may be selected by the Vizier. The proposed revision of the allowance 
is believed to be indispensably requisite for the relief of the distress experienced 
by the women and reputed children of Asuf-ood-Dowlah ; and their actual con- 
dition, and the circumstance of their maintenance, being a provision of a' treaty 
to which the Company is a party, entitle the Government to call on tlie Vizier 
to accede to the proposed arrangement. 

10. The Governor-General in Council is therefore pleased to desire, that you 
will make an application to his Excellency to the foregoing effect in the name of 
the British Government, and endeavour by ev'ery effort of persuasion and argu- 
ment to induce his Excellency to carry it into execution. The course of argu- 
ment to be pursued will readily present itself to your mind, and render it unne- 
cessary to enter into any detail on that part of the subject. 

11. As no record of the engagement, above referred to, for the support of the 
muhl of Asuf-ood-Dowlah can be traced on the proceedings of Government, I am 
directed to desire that you will extract the necessary information on the subject 
from the records of the Residency, and transmit it to me for the purpose of 
being submitted to his Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

Fort- William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

3d September 1813. Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Tfie 10th September 1813. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. With real concern I report to you, for his Lordship in Council’s informa- 
tion, the death of Mohummud Tuhscen Alec Khan. He dieii at five o’clock 
yesterday evening, and was buried this morning in the place pointed out by his 
will, with every demonstration of respect for his character and sorrow for his 
death, on the part of the dependants of the British Government residing at 
Lucknow, who accompanied his remains to the grave. 

2. The enclosed is a translation of a letter which I received from his Excel- 
lency the yizier, at the instant at which the death of Tuhseen was announced 
to me by my hurkarra, who is stationed at his gate. A copy of my answer 
to his Excellency’s letter is also transmitted by this despatch. 

3. On a retrospect and more mature consideration of the contents of Tub- 
seen Alee Khan’s will, I am apprehensive that the provision of it, by which 
his grand-nephews (being Hindoos) are declared to be his residuary legatees, 
cannot be supported nor maintained according to the tenets of the Mohummudan 
law, which pronounces infidelity, as it is termed by Mussulmans, or a dilTer- 
ence of religion between the ancestor and the heir, to be a barrier to the right 
of succession ; and, under this view of the question, if his Excellency the Vizier 

6 S should 
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shoiild ioMst on his right to the residtie of the estate, thot^h tiie datin vooid 
be illiberal and unworthy, it must, I fear, be admitted by oar Gosremment . 

4. The Vizier did me the honour to breakfast with me this morning, and I 
had a long conference with his Excellency ; but he said little on the subject of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan’s demise, and nothing whatever with a reference to the 
future disposal of his property. 

1 have, &c, 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillte, 

S8th August 1813. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27 th August, 5 p, m.) 

The death of Tuhseen Alee Khan has just now been reported to me, and 
therefore I write to inform you, that with a view to the safety of his property, 
whatever you advise sliall be done, that no part of it may be lost. 

Let me have an immediate answer. 1 have ordered Moozuffer Alee Khan 
to superintend his funeral. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 

Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the ^7th August 1813.) 

I have received your Excellency’s letter, announcing the melancholy event 
of the death of that old and faithful servant and well-wisher of both States, 
Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. I lament the death of Tuhseen with sincere 
and genuine sorrow. With a view to the protection of hisproperty, 1 suggest 
to your Excellency, for the present, that the small guard of the Hon. Com* 
pany’s sepoys which has long been posted at his house be increased, and in- 
structed to prevent any per.son from removing or interfering with the property, 
save by your Excellency’s orders and mine. 

About five days ago, despairing of the eunuch’s recovery, I reported his 
condition, and all the circumstances regarding him that had then come to my 
knowledge, for the information rind orders of the Government ; and I have 
reason to expect a reply, containing particular instructions for my guidance, 
in the course of a fortnight or twenty days. Till then, 1 submit to your Excel- 
lency that the measure above proposed is all that can be proper or advisable. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J, Baillib, 
Resident. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 28th 
August, reporting the demise of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and the communications 
which have passed between you and his Excellency the Vizier, relative (o his 
property. 

2. The Governor-General has learned with concern the decease of a person 
whose zealous and faithful services to the family of the Vizier, and attachment 
to the British Government, have always entitled him to peculiar consideration 
and regard. 

3. The instructions conveyed to you in my despatch of the 3d instant will 
apprize you of the measures which you are authorized to take, for the pu^se 
of securing to the surviving relations and dependants of Tub^n Alee Khan 
the enjoyment of his property, according to the distribution of it prescribed in 
his letter addressed to you a few days before his death. The circumstance 
adverted to in the third paragraph of your letter now acknowledged, does not 
appear to require any change of resolution in that respect, since the determinai* 
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tion of the Governor-General in Council, as stated in that despatch, was 
founded, as you will have remarked, not on the supposed right of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, according to the Mohummudan law, to devise bis property in the manner 
described in his letter (for by that law Tuhseen, if considered as a slave, is 
debarred from the privilege of any testamentary disposition of property), but 
on the right and duty of the British Government, under the circumstances of 
the case, to. exercise its influence and authority, to induce the Vizier to 
renounce his claim to the property of the old and faithful servant of his family, 
in favour of the persons to whom the deceased desired to leave it, and to afford 
its protection and support to those individuals. 


4. The arrangement made in concert with the Vizier for the custody of the pro- 
perty, and the suspension (which hisLordsbip in Council understands the Vizier to 
have agreed to) of any further proceedings until the receipt of a reply to your 
reference, are entirely satisfactory to Government. With a view to mark the 
respect of the Government for the memory of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, it 
is the desire of his Lordship in Council that you should confer khillats of con- 
dolence on the grand-nephews of Tuhseen, and on Sheikh Shuhab-ood-Deen, 
who formerly attended you as his Vakeel j but as it would be proper that this 
mark of regret and esteem for the deceased should be bestowed in concurrence 
with his Excellency the Vizier, the Governor-General in Council desires that 
you will suggest to his Excellency the propriety of marking his sense of 
Tuhseen’s merits and services by a simitar token, and endeavour, if necessary, 
to overcome by argument and representation any objection v^ich he may 
oppose to it. If your efforts should be unsuccessful, his Lordship in Council 
authorizes you either to invest the persons in question with khillats on the 
part of .the British Government, or to refer the question for the consideration 
of Government, and suspend any step of the nature adverted to until you shall 
receive his Lordship’s instructions. 


Fort- William, 
10th September 1813 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Adast, 

Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \7th September 1813. 

To the Right Hon, Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor- General in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. Before my departure to Fyzabad I had several conferences with the 
Vizier, at which I laboured by every argument that 1 could think of, and with 
all the powers of reasoning that I possess, to convince his Excellency’s mind of 
the justice and necessity of his compliance with your Lordship in Council’s 
demands having reference to the reform of his Government, and to the other 
points in discussion which remain to be adjusted with his Excellency. 


I have renewed those exertions since my return, with the aid and under the 
influence of your Lordship in Council’s instructions, conveyed by the Secre- 
tary’s despatch under date the 2d July last ; and in the spirit of the letter to 
his Excellency, an English copy of which was transmitted by the Secretary for 
my guidance. The original letter in Persian, under your Lordship’s signature 
and seal, has not yet been received. 


2. The Vizier has been Icng in the habit of listening in silence to my discourse 
on every question of importance on which bis feelings are at variance with my 
counsels, more especially on the question of reform, and of professing his ad- 
herence to treaty as an answer to every argument that I adduce, in a maimer, too, 
the most vexatious and irritating, because his professions are in direct ojqmsition 
to the whole course of his actions, except when influenced by my immediate 
control, through the operation of fear on bis mind. 
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Bengal Political 3. The true meaning of his Excellency’s language with a reference to the ques* 
tion of reform is, in my judgment, as follows : “ Let me have the whole of your 

^ * “ system and regulations, the system which prevails in the Ceded Provinces, as 

Letter “ promised by Lord Wellesley, at once, that I may examine it carefully, and 

finm Rendfflit at “ see if it corresponds with the terms of the treaty : that is, if its adoption in 
Ludmow. (( jjjjg country he compatible with the exercise of my independent authority, the 
“ authority of an absolute ruler. If I find it so, I will carry it into' effect, 
“ through the medium of my own officers, without any interference on your 
“ part, save by the aid of your military power to support the measures which I 
“ direct, to enforce the authority of my officers in the execution of my despotic 
" commands.” So that, by his Excellency's interpretation of the treaty, the 
Honourable Company’s guarantee, and the power of the British Government, 
are no more than the engines of his despotism. We are to be excluded from any 
share in his counsels, beyond the duly of submitting a plan for the better admi- 
nistration of his affairs, which he is at liberty to approve or reject, thus pro- 
tracting the negotiation at his pleasure ; and, if he approve, is at liberty to 
execute in the manner which he may think proper, with the aid of the British 
troops, to be always ready at his call, and bound to enforce his authority, with- 
out any investigation of the purposes, whether just or rapacious, to which that 
authority may be applied. 

4. That such is the intention of the Vizier, has been demonstrated by the 
whole course of his proceedings since the conclusion of the Trea»y of Cession, 
and more particularly by his discussions with me on the important subject of 
reform ; which latter, although productive of his declared acquiescence at one 
stage of the negotiation in the principal measures proposed to hiu), were no 
sooner discovered to militate against the exercise of a despotic authority for pur- 
poses unjust and rapacious, than his solemn acquiescence was withdrawn, by an 
effort of prevarication and evasion as unworthy of his Excellency’s understanding 
as consistent with his uniform conduct. 

5. In a letter received from the Vizier on the 2 1st of June last, a translation 
of which is inclosed, your Lordship in Council vvill observe that Ids Excellency 
expressly disavows the obligation of his written acquiescence in any of the 
measures of reform, and describes the instrument which conveyed it as no more 
than a statement of answers to certain propositions on my part, which he was at 
liberty to abide by or depart from, as circumstances might afterwards suggest. 
The other observations in Ids letter having reference to the difficulty of executing 
the proposed reforms in his government, and their tendency to subvert bis au- 
thority, are demonstrative of the intention ascribed to him, and of the true 
meaning of his language, as submitted in the third paragraph of this dispatch. 

6 . His Excellency’s construction of the terms of his agreement with Lord 
Wellesley to regulate the whole of bis proceedings by the advice of the British 
Government, as exhibited in the conclusion of his letter, is worthy of particular 
notice. In reply to my remark on a former occasion, the truth of which is un- 
questionable, that no important measure of his administration since the date of 
the Treaty of Cession has proceeded with the advice of our Government, his 
Excellency, without controverting the fact, has thought proper to explain it 
away, as he supposes, and to evacle the manifest inference from it, namely, his 
daily infraction of the treaty, by detracting from the importance of his measures, 
and pronouncing them to be such as “ did not require any previous consulta- 
“ tion with our Government;” so that his Excellency's interpretation of this 
important provision of the treaty, as explained by his agreement with Lord 
Wellesley, may be stated in the following words : “ I am bound to consult with 
“ the British officers on such affairs of my Government as may seem to require 
“ their advice; but I alone am the Judge of the necessity or expediepey of epn- 
“ suiting them : and on every occasion of my belief that your advice would be 
“ contrary to my views, I shall carefully refrain from consulting you, and act 
“ as I may think proper ; referring to you for advice on occasions where ,I 

expect your concurrence, and on ail occasions for the support of your troops, 

** which you are bound to afford on my requisition, in the terms of , the provir 
“ sion or guarantee.” 

7. The 
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7. The wilful and manifest perversion of the spirit and letter of llie treaty on 
which the whole of this reasoning proceeds, cannot be unknown to his Excel* 
lency, and has been repeatedly explained to him by me. 

8. In a letter of the 2d July, a copy of which is enclosed, I canvassed his 
Excellency’s arguments, and refuted them, to the best of my judgment, in a 
manner precluding reply. I compared the form and substance of His Excel- 
lency’s written acquiescence in the several measures of reform, as conveyed by 
his letter to my address of the 4th April 1811, with the manner and substance 
of the agreement concluded with his Excellency by Lord Wellesley : and from 
this comparison I deduced the obvious and unquestionable inference, that the 
former was as binding as the latter. I referred to my former demonstrations of 
the facility of executing the reforms, and of the salutary consequences to result 
from them, if commenced in a spirit of cordiality, with a wish on the part of 
his Excellency to promote their general success, and a resolution to seek my 
concurrence, and to be guided by my respectful advice, in the progress of all the 
details of them. In reply to his Excellency’s desire of “ a new system of admi- 
“ nistration, similar to that which prevails in the Honourable Company’s pro- 
“ vinces, or any other conformable to treaty,” with a view to its immediate 
adoption, I entreated his Excellency to look back to your Lordship’s letter to his 
address, under date the 28th December 1810, where the outline of a system is 
described, and then to refer for its details to my written representations to his 
Excellency, which were first solemnly agreed to and afterwards unhappily 
rejected. This outline and those details, I observed, formed the only system of 
administration that could et'er be recommended to his Excellency. They were, 
in all respects, conformable to treaty ; had no tendency whatever to diminish his 
authority or consequence, and the adoption of them in his Excellency’s country, 
his execution of them with my concurrence and advice, were indispensable to 
the happiness of his subjects, to the security of their persons and property, to 
the advancement of every true interest of his Government, and of the reputation 
of both States. His Excellency’s apprehensions of a loss of authority or conse- 
quence from a compliance with the counsels of our Government, 1 proved to be 
imaginary and groundless. But admitting their reality for a moment, 1 main- 
tained that even this circumstance could form no plausible pretext for a depar- 
ture from the letter of the treaty, which, in guaranteeing his Excellency’s autho- 
rity, provided expressly for its exercise with our uniform concurrence and advice. 
With a reference to his Excellency’s observation, that “ no new or extraordi- 
“ nary affair in the exercise of his authority had occurred to require his con- 
“ suiting our Government,” I quoted the words of his agreement with Lord 
Wellesley, to shew the most palpable fallacy in his reasoning. ’Elie “ ordinary 
“ government of his dominions, the usual exercise of his authority,” were 
expressly subjected by treaty to the influence of the British counsels, which he 
was solemnly pledged to abide by, and every measure of his Excellency’s admi- 
nistration, such as committing a district in farm, establishing a court of justice 
in his capital, the reform or alteration of any branch of the police of his domi- 
nion without the previous concurrence of our Government, could be viewed in 
no other light than as a direct infraction of the treaty, a manifest departure 
from his engagement, for the consequences of which he might be made answer- 
able whenever the Government chose ; and our tacit acquiescence in which, for 
a time, could be ascribed to no other motive than extraordinary forbearance and 
moderation in the exercise of an established right. Setting aside for a moment 
the obligation on his Excellency to advise with the British Government, and to 
regulate his proceedings by its advice, I argued on the manifest advantage 
which must arise to his Excellency’s interests from a previous communication 
and consultation with the British Resident at his Court on every important con- 
cern of bis government. Concealment, he had often declared to me, to be far 
from his wish or intention, though unhappily evinced by his practice. The 
occasional, and, as acknowledged by himself, the too-frequent failure of his 
arrangements, could only be rectified or repaired by an ultimate reference to 
our counsels, or an appeal to the power of our arms ; and was it not better for 
his Excellency, more conducive to his essential interests, and to the ease and tran- 
quillity of his mind, to adopt that proceeding, in the first instance, which would 
insure the success of his measures, by obtaining the concurrence of those whose 
power alone could enforce them ? 
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9. My letter to his Excellency Vizier, containing teqst of the argunieots 
above noticed, has not hitherto been honoured with a repty, though the evasive 
remarks to which they were intended as answers have i^at^ at every 
conference since my return, and in a manner the most vexatious and perverse, 
with the view, as it would seem, of ultimately conquering my patience, and pro- 
ducing a degree of iriitation that might lead to some expressions on my part to 
be misconstrued by his Excellency into disrespect, and form the grounds of a 
second complaint. 

10. This design, on the part of his Excellency, if entertained, has been con- 
stantly frustrated ; and at our conference on Saturday the 28th instant, which 
lasted for several hours, his Excellency at length had recourse to expressions of 
the most abject submission, instead of reasoning, when I brought him to the 
final alternative of the immediate execution of the several measures of reform 
originally recommended to him by me, or of producing a written demonstration 
of their inconsistency with the terms of the treaty. 

11. The above is the actual state of my negotiation with his Excellency the 
Vizier on the important question of reform. The other subjects in dispute, 
namely, the redress of the grievances of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan and the 
restoration of the pension to the indigent family of Hyder Beg Khan, are exactly 
as they stood at the date of my letter on those subjects to the Vizier, a copy of 
which has been already submitted to the Government, and has been honoured 
with your Lordship in Council’s approbation. His Excellency is aware of this 
circumstance, but continues to withhold his assent to the measures of justice 
which 1 proposed to him, under your Lordship’s authority and in your name, 
and to which it is obvious that he can offer no plausible objection, since he has 
delayed to reply to my letter. 

12. A paper containing some secret intelligence of the proceedings at his Ex- 
cellency’s durbar, since our conference of the 28th instant, as appearing to be 
worthy of your Lordship in Council’s observation, has been transmitted to the 
Secretary to Government, who will submit the contents of it to your notice. On 
my receipt of your Lordship’s letter to the Vizier I shall lose no time in apply- 
ing it, with every exertion of zeal, to the purposes for which it is intended. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BaiLi.iE, 

30th August 1813. Resident. 


From Ills Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st of June, 1813.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 4th of Jemadee-oos-sanee, 1228 
Hijjuree (4th June 1813), with a copy of the articles written 9th Rubbee-ool-awul, 
122d Hijjuree(4th April 1811), which were merely answers to certain statements 
of yours in reply to my letter of the 29th of Jemadee-ool-aw ul, 1228 Hijjiiree 
(31st May), which contained a copy of the concluding article of my agreement 
with Lord Wellesley. You have written, that *' as my letter is indicative of a 
“ final resolution to adopt the salutary system," &c. (to the end). My acquies- 
cence or rejection of the system in question will have been understood by you 
from the contents of my letter ; but the truth of the matter is this, that if the 
establishment of the system proposed had not been difficult, it could never 
have been suspended till now : and even now, I do not see how it can be 
properly established. As it has of necessity been suspended from its difficulty, 
and the punishment of the refractory has been suspended in consequence, and 
I have thereby suffered considerable loss, therefore, contemplating the disordered 
state of the country, and the great loss, which has arisen from the delay to 
punish the refractory, and relying, too, on the responsibility which is conveyed 
by your written assurance of the most cordial and zealoui assistance in the 
commencement an<l progress of the arrangements, I now write to inform you 
that I do not refuse to establish in my dominions a system of administration 
calculated to promote the comfort and happiness of the people, similar to the 
system which may have been established in the Company’s territoiy, a phn or 
which was promised 1o me by Lord Wellesley, or any other conformable to 
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tivaty whidi mtj be firopowd. But if, in the estabinhineitt of that system, 
Any iMs shall be occasioned to me, l>look to yoar friendship for rqiaration ; and 
to a lueasnre thatittay operate to subvert my authority and powOT, to diminish 
my consequence among the people, to whatever system it may belong, I shall 
never, on any principle, consent. 

You have written, that “the document which I transmitted was already in 
« your possession ; that you have copies of it in English and Persian ; that it 
** 18 ever in your view ; that it is quoted in the Governor-General’s letter, 
“ and forms the basis of all his Lordship’s propositions and your’s ; and that 
“ you could never have deviated, nor wished to deviate, from its provisions.” 
In reply to which I observe, that God forbid that there should be any 
deviation from it, for my strength and confidence are on it alone ; and in 
the- same manner as you wish and propose to abide by it, so also, on my 
side, there has never been the smallest deviation, nor shall there be any in 
future. 

In reply to your remark, that on my part, from the date of the instrument 
referred to generally, and during the neriod of your own residence particularly, 
not a measure of my administration has proceeded with the advice or concur- 
rence of your Government, nor have I ever sought your advice. The case is 
this : That during the period to which you allude, no new nor extraordinary 
affair in the administration of my Government has occurred that required my 
consulting with your Government. I solemnly disavow my recollection of any 
measure, requiring or deserving consultation with your Government, that has 
been adopted by me without your previous knowledge and consent. Many 
measures have been adopted in compliance with your desire, the details of 
which are not in iny recollection ; and those which 1 do recollect, 1 refrain 
from noticing, to avoid prolixity and repetition. 

In answer to your remark, that the sooner the work of reform be undertaken 
with your ad vice the better, I repeat, that whenever a plan, such asl have describ- 
ed above, shall be prepared and presented to me, the establishment of it shall be 
commenced without delay ; for, considering the design which I have in my mind, 
I must naturally be anxious for the speedy settlement of my country. 

I shall reply hy a separate letter to your statements of the cases of liooseiu 
Alec Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillii::, 

' Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2d July 181S). 

I have had thehonour to receive your Excellency's letter, dated the 21st ultimo, 
in reply to mine of the 4th. The definition or description which your Excel- 
lency has been pleased to assign to the articles of agreement dated the 4th of 
April 1811 (9th Rubbee-ool-awul 1226), and conveyed to me by a letter of that 
date under your Excellency’s official seal, seems to my judgment to be fully as 
applicable to the articles of agreement with Lord Wellesley, and indeed to 
every other arrangement concluded between the two States, as to the instru- 
ment to which your Excellency has applied it. The form of the negotiation 
with Lord Wellesley, on the result of which your Excellency's “ strengUi and 
confidence,” are said to rest, is exactly the form of the negotiation between 
your Excellency and me, the result of which you have been pleased to dis- 
avow ; namely, that of answers on the part of Lord Wellesley to requests 
conveyed by your Excellency, like the answers conveyed by your Excellency 
to certain propositions on my part, in the name and under the authority of the 
Government. 

The ambiguous nature of the expressions contained in your Excellency’s 
former letter having reference to the proposed system of reform, was adverted 
to in my answer to that letter ; and I am concerned to have occasion to 

remark. 
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remark, that the same ambi^ity of expression, the sa^e dispositioi^ to et^e 
a c4mdid<*aQd dispassionate i dtsobs^on of '^e 4mtk)itti|li)%';^jmH6d' of 
with a view to its satis&ctory adjoBtment, is observabf^ d,; and n% be iaid to 
pervade, the letter which l am now to r^y to; ’ . = 

The difficulty of carrying into effect those reforms of your Excellency's 
administration, the expediency and necessity of which can no longer admit 
of a doubt, has been frequently stated by your Excellency, and is insisted on 
in your letter before me as the only remaining pretext for a delay to acquiesce 
in our counsels. That this difficulty is entirely imaginary, dr that your^xcel- 
lency's cordial concurrence in the execution of the measures of reform is all 
that is required to remove it, to facilitate the execution of those measures, and 
to ensure their successful result, has been demonstrated to your Excellency by 
me on repeated occasions df conference, as well as in numerous letters. The 
actual state of the Honourable Company's provinces in which a similar system 
obtains, is a practical demonstration of this fact, superseding the necessity for 
argument } and if the experiment had been happily made in your Excellency's 
country at the time, and in the manner which I proposed, the doubts in your 
Excellency’s mind would long ere now have subsided. A settlement of the 
revenues of the country, on fair and advantageous terms for your Excellency's 
subjects and for your Government, would long ago have been made; no 
material loss nor defalcation of your Excellency's revenue could have arisen ; 
the seeds of disaffection and rebellion among your Excellency's subjects would 
have been destroyed, and their attachment to your person and Government 
would have been established on the only solid or permanent basis, that of 
gratitude for security enjoyed under the influence of a just system of 
administration. 

Those salutary and happy results of your Excellency's cordial acquiescence 
in the counsels of the British Government, of your Arm and constant adhe* 
rence to the principles of the subsisting alliance, and to the terms of your engage- 
ment with Marquess Wellesley, are still in your Excellency’s option, with 
every just and reasonable advantage of the Honourable Company’s guarantee, 
and of our responsibility for the maintenance of your authority, whenever your 
Excellency may be pleased to demonstrate your acquiescence in those counsels, 
and your observance of those principles and terms, by commencing and con- 
ducting the reform, by proceeding in the exercise of your authority, under the 
influence and with the aid of our advice. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to inform me, that, contemplating the 
“ present disordered state of the country,” &c. you no longer refuse to 
establish a system of administration in your dominions similar to that esta- 
blished in the Company’s territory, a plan of which was promised by Lord 
Wellesley, or any other conformable to treaty, which may be proposed. 

But your Excellency must surely be aware that the general outline of a 
system for the due administration of your revenue, and for the establishment of 
courts of justice and police, which was conveyed and recommended to your 
Excellency in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, under date 
the 28 th December 1810 , and the details of which were submitted by me, is 
exactly similar to that which prevails throughout the Company’s dominions ; a 
sketch of which was delivered to your Excellencjr bv Lord Wellesley in person, 
if I mistake not, and which his Lordship promised to explain to your Excel- 
lency more fully, and to recommend foi adoption in your dominions when 
experience should have satisfied him of its effects. 

This promise has been fulfilled by Lord Minto, in the genuine spirit of friend- 
ship for your Excellency, and of regard for the interests of your Government, 
as well as for the reputation of both States; ,and your Excellency has only to 
refer to his Lordship’s letter above noticed, and to the written discussions which 
followed it between your Excellency and me, to be satisfied of the justness of 
this remark, and of the necessity and expedience of your adopting the ^stem 
which his lordship in Council has proposed, and which is perfectly conformable 
to treaty. 
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In reply to your Excellency's remark, that if, in tlie estttUnhment of the 
« system proposed, any loss shall be occasioned to your Government, ^ou look 

to my friendship for reparation, &c." 1 have no hesitation hi assuring your 
Excellency, that eventual resistance to your authority in the establishment of 
the system proposed, and in the execution of all such measures as may be deter- 
mined on with my previous knowledge and advice, shall in every instance be 
suppressed by the power of the British troops in your dominions; and that to 
this extent, and with this just and necessary provision, the Honourable Com- 
pany’s guarantee, the responsibility of the British Government for the internal 
tranquillity of Oude, and the due realization of its revenue, as well as its external 
defence, will ever be recognised and acknotvledged. A measure subversive of 
your Excellency’s just authority, or having a tendency to diminish your conse- 
quence, has never been proposed by our Government, nor ever entered into its 
contemplation. But if, to offer its advice to your Excellency in the genuine 
spirit of friendship, and to urge your compliance with that advice on every 
important occasion, be an attempt to subvert your authority or to lessen your ■ 
consequence among your subjects, it is my duty in candour to declare, that the 
right of the British Goverimient to offer its advice to your Excellency, and to 
expect your compliance wiili its advice, as well as the obligation on your Excel- 
lency to consult with the British Government, and conform to its counsels on 
all occasions, being established by the spirit and letter of the alliance, cannot be 
relinquished nor departed from without essential injury to both States, and must 
ever be asserted and recognized. 

Your Excellency’s repeated declaration of a wish and intention to abide by 
the terms of the engagement with Marquess Wellesley is entirely satisfactory 
in itself; but as followed by, and connected with your remark, “ that during 
“ the period to which I allude no new nor extraordinary affair in your Rxcel- 
“ lency’s administration has occurred to require your consulting with our 
“ Government,” seems, in my judgment, to be qualified in a degree that is not 
only totally inadmissible, but must be productive of the most injurious conse- 
quences, unless immediately obviated and removed. 

I can never acquiesce in the interpretation which your Excellency seems dis- 
posed to assign to the terms of your engagement with Marquess Wellesley, to 
consult with the British Government, and to conform to its counsels and advice. 
The letter of the obligation in question extends to ail affairs connected with 
“ the ordinary government of your dominions and with the usual exercise 
“ of your authority,” and the limitation of its sense, w'hich has been proposed 
to “ new and extraordinary measures,” is in my judgment a total miscon- 
struction, a manifest perversion of its object, which can never be supported nor 
acquiesced in, and against which it is my duty to protest in the most solemn and 
unqualified manner. I submit to your Excellency with confidence, as a fair and 
obvious deduction from the letter of your engagement with Marquess Wellesley, 
that the grant of a district in farm, the establishment of a court of Adawlut, the 
reform or alteration of any branch of the police of your Excellency’s dominions, 
however frequently those measures have occurred, without my previous know- 
ledge or concurrence, are measures that unquestionably require your previous 
consultation with our Government, and your conformity to our advice in the 
execution of them ; and that the execution of such measures as those, like your 
Excellency’s recent arrangements in the districts of Sandee and Beyswarrah, and 
a number of others which might be noticed in every department of your admi- 
nistration, without previous communication with me, is not only a violation of 
the engagement concluded between your Excellency and Lord Wellesley, but 
lias an obvious tendency to exonerate the Honourable Company’s Government 
from the obligation to maintain an authority, which, in the spirit of the subsisting 
alliance, should be uniformly exercised with its advice. The application of the 
foregoing remark to the important point in discuf.sion, to the commencement 
and progress of every branch and of each individual measure of the salutary sys- 
tem of reform, is too obvious to require explanation, and should be ever in your 
Excellency's mind to ensure tiie success of those measui es. 

Under the influence and impression of this remark, if your Excellency he 
pleased to admit it, I entirely agree v»ith vour Excellency, that the sooner" tlie 
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reform be undertaken the better in every point of rifew ; and- the plan of il as 
referred to in this ^dress is alre^v in your Excellency's possession, its genenll 

* oalline being contained in the Right Honourable the CJovernor-General’s let«r 

of the 28th of December 18L0, ai^ the details of it submitted by me under his 
Lordship in Councirs instructions, and subsequently hoBoured by his approbation. 

I await the receipt of your Excellency's separate letters on the claims of Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan and Alee Niickee Khan, with a degree of anxiety proportioned 
to the interest which the Government feels in the satisfactory adjustment of the 
claims and redress of the grievances of those persons. 

A true copy: 

(Signed) J.. Baillib, 
Resident. 


Secret Secret Intelligence from the Durbar : Beebeepore, 9,^th Augmt 1813, 

Intelligence. ^ . . , . . 

The Vizier, after quitting the Residency on Saturday, determined to retire to 
Beebeepore, and came out accordingly this morning. Having summoned Moon* 
sJjee R^nuck Alee to his presence, he called for ail tlie papers respecting 
leform, which the Resident submitted to him long ago, and placed tliem in tl>c 
drawer of his writiag*table, observing that at the next conference wttli the Resi- 
dent it would be determined whether those papers should be acted on or not. 
It seems that he is waiting to be told by the Resident that such and such nosa- 
sures. must be immediately adopted, and that then only he will carry them into 
effect. At a consultation of y^erday, Hukeem Mehdee observed ’that a new 
Govemor-General had sailed from England and was daily expected in Calcutta, 
and that many gentlemen had proceeded to meet him ; it seemed, therefore, 
advisable to delay the execution of any new measures till the arrival of the new 
Governor-General. Tlie Vizier replied to this remark, that he waited for 
nothing but a positive requisition from the Resident, which be could no longer 
attempt to evade. 

On the Hukeem’s remarking that Ids Excellency’s retreat to Beebeepore was 
indicative of the weakness of lUs Government in the minds of the people, the 
Vizier was totally silent. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillik, 

Resident, 


Ordered, That tlie above despatch remain for consideration until the receipt 
of a further leport of the Resident’s proceedings. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The I5th October n\S. 

Hie Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Couucil, 

&c. &c. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. Your Lordship’s letter to the address of his ExceUency the Vizier, under 
dale the 2d of July last, was received from the Persian department on the 1st 
instant, and presented to his Excellency on the rooming of Saturday, tbe 
4th instant, at bis country seat of Dilkoosha, where 1 had tm liouour of break- 
festing with his Excellency. 

2. Tlie nature and tendency of the only remarks and exhortations which could 
w ith propriety have accompanied the delivery of such a letter as tfiis to the Vizier 
must be so apparent to your Lordship in Council, as to supersede the necessity 
for ray repeating them. I continued in conference with his Excellency, after 
reading some portions of the letter to him, for a space of several hours, during 
which I laboured assiduously to direct his most serious attention to Uie impor- 
tant 
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untand eutlnaantoua crjais to.idbich the discussion botween him and Uie Brilish ^g»fP'oSfi^l 
Govarameut bad b«en brought, by his procrastination and evasion on questions 
ibatadmUicd aot,.of dispute. ^ ^ ' 

3. Your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency I described to him as containing i^om^SciHat 
a final deblaratiod of the just expectations of the Honourable Gooipany's Govern- 

inaQt on a nnmber of questions that bad been agitated between his Excellency 
and me lor a period of tluree yem^ and on each of which his Excellency had 
taken advantage of the great lenity and forbearance of the British Government, 
for the purpose of evadiog demands, the manifest justice of which had bm» 
repeatedly demonstrated by arguments that lus Excellency was originally unable 
to combat and lied loog ceased to oppose. For a recapitulation of those argu- 
ments, I referred him to some passages of your Lorclsliip’s former letters, and to 
several letters and memorials transmitted by me to his Excellency ; jrariicularly 
those of the 27th of June 1811, the 15th. of January and 29 th of August 1812, 
and the 29th of April, 1st of May, and 2d of July last, scaiccly any of 
which had been honoured with a reply. 

4. In reality, I observed to Ins Excellency, the questions to which those argu- 
incuts referred, did not at any time admit of dispute, and should never have 
given rise to the discussion which his unlrappy disposition had occasioned. 

The reform of his Excellency’s Government was prescribed by the letter of a 
treaty, and should have commenced on the conclusion of that treaty. The 
delay on the part of our Government to propose a specific plan of reform had 
been accounted for in a satisfactory manner. It had arisen exclusively from 
a desire to reader the system as perfect as possible by experience of its effects in 
our dominions ; and this delay could never obviously have affected, in the smallest 
degree,, the obligation on tlie part of ins Excellency to execute a plan of our sug* 
gesfion, whenever it should be proposed for his adoption. A specific and unub- 
Jectionable plan had been recommended by your Lordship to his Excellency in 
the beginning of the year 1811, and the details of it had been generally approved 
by him. Had they been disapproved by his Excellency, it miglu still have been 
argued with force, that, as the suggestions of the British Government, with 
whose advice he had pledged himself to conform, he was bound by the treaty to 
adopt them ; and liis refusal, even in tliat case, to do so, might have been consi- 
dered as a violation of the treaty. But after solemnly declaring his acquies- 
cence in the principal measures that were proposed to him, his refusal to carry 
them into effect might have justly involved him in consequences which I felt 
the greatest reluctance to describe to him, and which I prayed to God to avert. 

Those consequences were feelingly referred to in your Lordship’s letter to his 
Excellency, as actually now hanging over him, and suspended alone by the 
moderation, the extraordinary patience and forbearance of the Honourable 
Company’s Government, which his Excellency had tried to the utmost, and 
which could scarcely be expected to bear with his procrastination or evasion 
any longer. 

5. But if the Government were even still disposed to forbear, I intreated bis 
Excellency to consider that the actual state of his country, as recently described 
by himself, called loudly for immediate reform, and must shortly, in ray opinion, 
be such as to require a more general and comprehensive interference on our 
part, than his Excellency perhaps was aware of, for the purpose of supporting 
ids authority and preserving the tranquillity of his dominions. 

6. His Excellency had repeatedly told me, that a fourth part of his revenue 

for the present year was outstanding, and that few of tlie principal landliolders 
paid any respect to his Aumils ; so that a general insurrection of the landholders 
might at no distant period be feared, and the aid of the British troops, to be * 

necessarily accompanied by Ameens, in the terms of my declaration to his Excel- 
lency^ by your Lordship’s especial command, was the only alternative that could 
remain for the support of his Excellency’s authority, save his cordial concur- 
rence with me in the execution of the measures of reform. To the effects of 

an interference like that described between his Excellency's officers and bis 
subjects, indispensable on the part of our Government for the purpose of essen- 
tial justice, and .perfectly warranted by tlie s.pirit of the Honourable Company 's 
* / guarantee, 
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Bengal Political guarantee, I intreated his Excellency to attend, while forming his ultimate 
15 decision on the first and most important of the questions that were argued in 
’ your Lordship’s letter ; and with this exhortation I concluded my remarks on 
Letter the subject ot reform. 

** 7. With a reference to the second of those questions, the claim of Moonshee 

Alee Nuckee Khan for redress of the grievances sustained by him during a 
period of several years, I recalled to his Excellency’s mind tlie words of his 
letter to your Lordship, conveying an absolute promise to abide by your Lord* 
ship’s decision on the merits of the question at issue. That decision his Excel- 
lency would find most fully and explicitly detailed in your Lordship’s letter 
before him, and 1 could scarcely entertain a doubt of the speedy adjustment of 
the claim in the terms of your Lordship’s decision. 

8. The question of a provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, as far as his Excel- 
lency’s promise was concerned, was exactly similar to the foregoing. His Excel- 
lency had promised to your Lordship to be guided by your decision pn the case ; 
and that decision having now been explained to him, his compliance with it 
should follow of course. 

9. The only remaining point, 1 observed, wliich was treated in your Lord- 
ship’s letter as a matter of just and immediate demand, was the restoration to 
her Highness the younger Begum of the possessions of her ancestors in Delhi, 
in pursuance of a promise by his Excellency, contained in two of his letters to 
her Highness, copies of whicli she had produced. On this subject I had nothing 
to add to your l.ordship’s most kind and considerate assurance, that his Excel- 
lency’s early compliance w'ould be received as a mark of his friendship -and 
attention to the advice of the British Government. 

10. The Vizier had listened to me in silence during the whole of the discourse 
which is here recorded. He now observed to me, that he had been long in 
expectation of receiving this letter from your Lordship, and was heartily glad 
that it had arrived, because it would necessarily lead to an adjustment, in some 
way or other, of questions that had been too long unsettled, more particularly 
the question of reform ; that his affairs were in great and general disorder, 
owing to the protracted discussion of this question, and that he could not be at 
rest till it was settled. He w'ould carry the letter with him directly to Bebeepore, 
would peruse it with care and attention, and no time should be lost in preparing 
and transmitting an answer, expressive of his final delenninulion on every point 
that it embraced. 

11. I replied, that the answer to be satisfactory must, in my judgment, be 
short, and might very easily be prepared ; that tlie argument on every part of 
the subject was cotrsidered by your Lordship to he exhausted, and his Excel- 
lency’s concession or rejection of the just demands of the Government, which 
your Lordship was determined to persist in, ’ was all that was expected or 
required ; that the former alternative was the wisest and most beneficial to the 
true interests of his Excellency, as well as the most conducive to the preserva- 
tion of his authority and consequence, which were the objects nearest his heart, 
seemed, to my judgment, obvious and indisputable ; and, judging on the ques- 
tion as I did, I performed a duty of friendship to his Excellency in recommend- 
ing it most earnestly to his choice. At a future period, I added, if his Excel- 
lency should unhappily find the independence of his authority to be controlled, 
his consequence among his subjects to he lessened, by any circumstance or course 
of events, he would probably then recollect, and reflect with serious concern on, 
the friendly admonitions which 1 had so often conveyed to him, with the view of 
averting those evils, and particularly my exhortations of t^at day. 

12. From the d^th till the 20th instant the Vizier continued at Beeheepbre, 
intent, as he daily informed me, on the consideration of your Lordship's letter, 
and occupied in preparing bis reply to it. 

18. Being extremely desirous to bring about a satisfactory adjustment of the 
several subordinatequestions which are agitated in your Lordship's letter to 
the Vizier before commencing on the work of reform, or at all events to 
a^arate the future discussion of this subject from that of every subordinate 

question, 
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qu^tion, I addressed a short leUer to his Excellency on the 8th instant in 
nearly tfajS following terms. ** I transmit, for your Excellency's! consideration, 
an extract fiom your friendly letter to the Right Uonoura;ble the Governor- 
« General, under date the 17 th ofShabaun 12S7(^6(h August 181$), expressive 
of your absolute promise to be guided by his Lordship's detnston on the 
** cases of Hoosein Alee Khan and Moonshee Alee Ntiekee Kluui;; and as 
** your Excellency has now been apprized, in a manner the most authentic 
** and solemn, of his Lordship in Council's decision on both of the cases at 
** issue, I submit my confident hope, that your Excellency's promise will be 
** fulfilled without any further delay, and that the sincerity of yoar professions 
« of friendship and consideration for the British Oovernroent will thus 
be established b^ond a doubt, to the real satisfaction of the Right 
“ Honourable the Governor-General in Council, and more particularly to 
“ mine.” 

14. On the 9tii instant I addressed another letter to his Excellency, of 
which the fbiiowing is a verbal translation : ** Your Excellency's justice and 
** benevolence have ultimately enabled me to effect a final and satisfactory 

adjustment of all the most important concerns of her Highness the younger 
*' Begum, and with the exception of her Highness’s claim for the possessions 
of her ancestors at Delhi, which your Excellency promised to restore to 
•• her on two separate occasions, in your letters of which copies are enclosed, 
** I am not aware of any unsettled demand against your Excellency’s Govern- 
*' nient by her Highness. On the subject of this latter demand, your Excel* 
** lency has been recently apprized of the sentiments and wishes of the 
** British Government in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter 
*• of the 2d ol July last ; and his Lordship has laid his injunctions on me to pro- 
** cure the restoration of those possessions to her Highness the Begum, who 
** has herself also recently applied to me on the subject, in a letter of wnich a 
« copy is enclosed. In obedience to his Lordship’s command, and in com- 
« pliance with the desire of the Begum, 1 solicit the favour of an order on 
“ your Excellency’s agent at Delhi for the surrender of her Highness’s 
** possessions to the person appointed to take charge of them, who is now 
*' in attendance on me. An adjustment of the revenues of those possessions, 
** and the payment of the balance clue to her Highness, can be easily settled 
“ hereafter.” 

15. To the first of the two letters above inserted I received an immediate 
answer : the second has not been honoured with a reply. His Excellency’s 
answer to my letter of the 8th instant is expressed in the following terms. 
** The truth is, that the discussion regarding the cases of Moonshee Alee 
*' Nuckee Khan and Hoosein Alee Khan has proceeded to a most disagree- 
” able length, and cannot be protracted any longer without real uneasiness to 
" me. The affairs of this Government, indeed, must be subject to the greatest 
** embarrassment, until all the questions that are agitated in the Right Honour- 

able the Oovemor-Generars letter be settled, and consequently 1 can never 
'* be unmindful for a moment of the necessity of bringing them to an adjust- 
“ ment. I am sedulously occupied in perusing all the papers that have refe- 
" reijce to those points ; but as the cases of the Moonshee and the Khan formi 
” parts of the Governor-General’s letter, until the terms of my answer to that 
** letter be adjusted 1 cannot take up any of those cases.” 

Iff. The evasive nature and object of his Excellency’s letter, above quoted, 
must be evident to your Lordship in Council from a mere perusal of its terms : 
but they were rendered still more manifest to me by the reports of his Excel- 
lency’s proceeding^ itt Bebeepore, and of tlie counsels by which he is known to 
be influenced in bia opposition to the views of our Government. 1 refilied to 
his Excellency’s letter by a message to the following effect, delivered in writing 
to my Moonshee, for the purpose of being read by his Excellency : ” The dis- 
” position evinjoed to mv judgment by the contents of your Excellency’s letter 
“ of vesterday hasiflied me with grfef and concern. 1 can scarcely supfmse it 
** %'po»ihle that your Excellenr^ should form a wish to depart from a posi- 
pi^niiae on any pbint,’ conveyed either verbally or in writing, to me or to 
*V aqy ‘ffpe^^elae ; but an unconditional promise- contained in a letter from your 

ff X “ Excellency 
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“ Excellency to the Right Honourable rite Governor-CJenersl i# an obligation of 
»o solemn a nature, that my mind rejects the idea of a deparjlure from it in any 
■' vespect. Yet if yieuf Excellency were disposed to fiillil your assurance in 
V belialf of the Mooosbee, I can scarcely account for a delay in your issuing 
tlie several orders which the Governor* General has proposed to you. The 
words of your Excellency's letter to his Lordship are these: ‘Whatever your 
** ‘ Lordship desires, intmm me of it, and I shall act accordingly.* His Lord* 
“ ship’s reply is as follows : ‘ I deem it incumbent on your Excellency’s justice^ 
^ ‘ to issue your positive orders to the Aumil of Saudee for the release and res- 
“ ‘ toration tp the Moonshee of his hereditary possessions in that district,* &c. 
** Under these circumstances, |ct me respectlully inquire of your Excellency 
“ what is meant by the expressbn in your letter to me, ‘that you cannot take 
** ‘ up the case of the IVloon^hce;* a case that is absolutely decided by your Ex- 
“ cellency’s unconditional promise, and that requiics but a few Hues of an order 
to your Excellency’s Aumil of Saudee, ‘till the terms of your answer be 
" * settled :* and if such be the disposition of your mind with a reference to a 
** case that is decided, what hope can your \vcll*wisher indulge of a speedy and 
“ satisfiictory adjustment of the other questions at issue, so as to strengthen, or 
“ even to preserve, the relations of friendship and harmony subsisting between 
“ the two States. I beseech your Excellency most earnestly to mue your 
“ orders without delay in the terms of his Lordship’s re<juisitiou for the redress 
“ of the grievances of the Moonshee, and the restoration of his jnsf rights. I 
'* farther exhort your Excellency, with similar earnestness and anxiety, to com- 
“ ply with his Lordship’s request of a provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, and to 
** issue your orders immediately for the restoration to her Highness the Begum 
*• of the possessions of her ancestors at Dehli, so that nothing may remain for 
*' discussion between your Excellency and me, save the important question of 
“ reform, and the execution, in concurrence with each other, of the salutary 
** arrangements connected with it ; and that your Excellency’s friendly reply to 
“ the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, instead of the la'oour of 
“ many more days, may be a short and satisfactory declaration of your acqui- 
“ escence in all his demands: — your fulfilment of his just expectations. I 
“ intreat your Excellency to be assured of the truth and sincerity of the frieud- 
“ ship with which 1 submitted my advice to ycnir Excellency on each and all 
** of those points at our conference on Saturday last, and that wlioever may 
“ advise you to act otherwise than in compliance with my friendly admonition, 
“ in the name of the Right Honourable the Governor- General, is an enemy to 
“ your person aiul Government, however specious his counsels may appear. I 
“ concur most cordially in the justness of your Excellency’s remark,, that the 
“ whole of the concerns of your Government must be subject to embarrassment 
“ and disorder, until the questions that have been agitated, and are at i^ue, be 
“ btought to a satisfactory conclusion. But the real cause of this disorder is 
“ manifestly no other than that which tlie Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
“ ralhas descriited to your Excellency in the concluding paragraph of his letter, 

“ namely, your Excellency’s reluctance to conform to the counsels of the Bri- 
“ tish Government ; and it is at all times in your Excellency’s power, by a 
“ prompt and sincere compliance with the just demands and salutary advice of 
“ that Government, to rectify every disorder, to secure the prosj)crity of your* 
“ dominions, and the ease and happiness of your mind.” 


17. The Vizier’s reply to my message, which my Moonshee saw him read with 
attention, was conceived in the following terms : ** That he was sorry to 
“ observe mj su^icion of his wish to evade or resist the den^nds of the 
“ British Glpverament,, as conveyed by your Lordship's letter tio him } that 
“ any longer, evasion or delay was obviously out of tli^ question ; the dis- 
“ cussion of all the points in dispute bad already lasted for yearn and an end 
“ must be put to it immediately that resistance to your p»rd^ifri demands 
“ was obviously out of bis power, and no resource but acqpitswttCejreiBained ; 
“ that be was occupied from moming till night in preparing Ws reply , to the 
“ letter, and that 1 should receive it in a very few days. Whi^ tb^ the 
“occasion for hurry on any particular subject,, when ihe vHwla n^t be 
“ settled so speedily ? My importunities might perplex and dJstiirbBMn > but 
“ could answer no beneficial end.." * • 

18 . “The 
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18. Th§ purport of the message above stated, had a natural tendency to 
persuade me that his Excellency the Vizier was at length happily convinced 
of the necessity of his acquiescence in the just demands of our Government, 
with a reference to the question of reform and to all the other questions that 
are agitated in your Lordship's letter to his address ; and therefore 1 deemed 
it to be my duty to refrain from any further importunity withhis Excelle.ncy, 
till the result of bis deliberation should be known. 

19. My subsequent communications with the Vizier were accordingly 
limited to the object of accelerating the redress of the grievances of some 
sepoys and other dependants of our Government, and particularly of Mai 
Tewaree Naick, whose case is already known to your Lordship in Council, and 
whose personal attendance in Lucknow, although summoned again from 
Benares at the express desire of the Vizier, for the purpose of reclaiming his 
property, by making oath to its value and extent, has hitherto proved totally 
ineffectual to the redress of his manifest wrongs. The extraordinary, though 
characteristic pretext, on which his Excellency the Vizier has attempted 
to evade the fulhlment of his promise in behalf of this unibrtunate Naick, is 
worthy of particular animadversion. The Aumil, or Deputy Aumil, by whom 
Mai Tewaree was imprisoned and plundered, has been dismissed from the 
Vizier’s employment, and his Excellency is now pleased to argue that the 
power of doing justice to Mai Tewaree is entirely out ol'his hands ; “ for,” says 
ids Excellency, 1 did not plunder Mai 'I'ewarree, and why should 1 be 
“ required to compensate his loss ? Let him seek his redress from Imrut 
“ Loll (tlie displaced Aiimih, in whom 1 or my Government have no farther 

concern.” It can scarcely be necessary to contrast, for your Lordship in 
Council’s information, the words of his Excellency’s promise with the argu> 
ment that has thus been adduced. “ When he (Mai Tewarree) attends and makes 
“ oath to his losses, his property, or the value of it, hhall be restored** ‘My 
further proceedings, with a view to the redress of the wrongs of Mai Tewaree, 
and the result of those proceedings, il' necessary, shall be reported to your 
Lordship in Council through the medium of the Secretary to Government. 

20, On the evening of Saturday, the 2^th instant, I received the Vizier’s 
reply to your Lordship’s letter, and had the mortification of finding it to be 
written in the stime perverse and unhappy disposition of mind which his 
Excellency has uniformly evinced for so long a period of time, and which 
precluded any reasonable expectation of his cordial concurrence with me in 
the execution of the reforms of his Government proposed by your Lordship 
in Council, or his willing concession of any other of the remaining points in 
dispute. A reluctant and compulsive assent to the system recommended by 
your Lordship, or an assurance that it shall be carried into effect, and a 
promise, as evasive as the former, of the restoration of the rights of Moonshee 
Alee Nuckee Khan, are the only points in the letter which seem worthy of 
notice for the present. It is my intention hereafter, if it be necessary, or if 
his Excellency shall not see cause to recall the letter entirely, and substitute 
a more proper one in its stead, to submit a translation of it to your Lordship, 
with remarks on its general spirit and tenor, and on the extraordinary asser* 
tions which it contains. 

21. Immediately oa my perusal of the letter, 1 sent a message to his ExceL 
lency the Vizer, expressive of my serioua concern at the disposition and 
temper of mind in which hi» Excellency appeared to have addressed the 
head of the British Government in India, and more particularly at the 
manifest inconsistency of the view which bis Excellency had now taken of the 
several questions at issue, witli the purport of his messages on those sutyecta 
delivered to me so recently by my Moonshee. I added my intention to wait oa 
him on the morning of the following Monday, for the purpose of coring some 
remarks on the general tenor of his letter and tlie cons^n'enees likely tb be 
produced by it ; ailer which, if his Excellency wislied k, the letter sliutdd be 
forwvded to the Presidency without any further delay. 

^ The occurrence of the Bed upon Monday precluded an Interview with 
his Excellency till the morning of the 2.Stli instant, wlien be did me the honour 
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of breakfasting with me. We had a conference of several hours j and the 
result was, his Excellency’s expression of a desire to recal his letter, with a 
seeming sincere resolution to alter its general spirit, and to express at least in 
a more cordial manner his acquiescence in the system of reform, as well 
as to do immediate justice with a reference to the claims of Alee Nuckee 
Khan. 

23. I have acquiesced in his Excellency’s desire to a certain extent, by promis. 
ing to suspend the despatch of the letter to your Lordship until the evetiing of 
the SOth instant, when I have declared my resolution to forward it, with such 
remarks as the occasion requires, unless 1 receive in the mean time some satis* 
factory demonstration on his part of a happy change in his sentiments and 
counsels, witli regard to all the matters in dispute. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baili.ik, 

S9lh September 1813. Resident. 


To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 

&c. &c. See. 

My Lord ; 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 29th ultimo, 
I have now the peculiar satisfaction of announcing to your Lordsliip in Coun- 
cil a complete, and apparently, a sincere alteration in the counsels and senti- 
ments of the Vizier, with regard to every matter in dispute between tlie 
British Government and his Excellency. 

2. The result, although not the detail, of my conference with his Excellency 
on Tuesday last, is already before your Lordship in Council. Tlie nature of 
^he arguments which I used to convince his Excellency of the danger to 
which he was exposing himself unnecessarily, as well as unwisely, by his con- 
tinued and perverse opposition to the just demands of our Government and 
to your Lordship’s most salutary advice, needs not to be described on this 
occasion. 

3. His Excellency at parting with me desired that my -Moonshee, Aloe 
Nuckee Khan, should attend him on Wednesday, for the purpose of submit- 
ting his sunnuds and obtaining the restoration of his rights. When tiie 
Moonshee waited on the Vizier, his Excellency, instead of examining iiis sun- 
nuds, engaged him in a conversation on the subject of the contents of his letter 
to your Lordship, which he concluded that the Moonshee had seen. He 
observed, that I was highly dissatisfied with the purport of that letter, and that 
he wished, if it were possible, to alter it in the manner which I had proposed. 
That there were four points agitated in the fetter ; the reform, which his Excel- 
lency had agreed to by compulsion ; the Moonshee’s own claim, which he had 
now determined to concede as a mark of his friendship forme ; the demand of a 
provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, which, to a small or trifling extent, he was 
also disposed to acquiesce in ; and the question of the possessions in Debli, 
unjustly claimed by the Begum, wliose brother, Emam-ood-Deen Khan, and his 
children, had a preferable right to those possessions. The Moonshee very pro- 
perly answered, that he was not entrusted nor authorized by me to make any 
representation to his Excellency, save with a reference to his own claims; but, 
as an old servant of mine, that he would venture to receive and communicate 
any friendly proposal from his Excellency, with a certainty of its meeting with 
attention. 

4. From the Moonshee’s report of his further conversation with the Vizier, 
I gathered that his Excellency’s principal objection in reality, though a num- 
ber of others were staied, to the adoption of the system of reform, was not an 
objection to its principle, nor even to the general outline of the plan, as 
described in your Lordship’s letter of the 28th December 1810, but was 
founded on anarticie of the agreement between his Excellency and me, under 
date the -lih of April 1811, by which he considered himself bound to submit to 

my inspection the whole of the revenue accounts of his dominions, and to 

obtain 
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obtain my approbation of every sfcheme of assessment of a district before tbe 
settlement should be carried into effect ; or, in other words, agreeably to his 
Excellency’s construction, to place the power of assessment of his revenue in 
the hands of the British Government or its representative ; and that if this 
objection could be removed, there wa.s reasonable ground to expect the Vizier’s 
cordial concurrence in tlie measures of reform, and his concession, partial or 
total, of every other matter in dispute. 

5 . That nothing could be more remote from your Lordship in Council’s 
intention than the ground of his Excellency’s alarm winch is stated in the fore- 
going paragraph, was sufficiently obvious to me, and I determined to strain 
every nerve, to exert every faculty of reasoning, to banish this fear from his 
mind, and to convince him that a just and moderate assessment of his domi- 
nions for a fixed |)eriod of time, w'th security to the landholders and cultiva- 
tors for a strict aillierence to the terms of their engagements with the Govern- 
ment and with each other, was all that your Lordship had in view, and that no 
unwarranted nor unnecessary, and far less an indelicate, interference in the 
minute details of his Excellency’s administration of his revenue was ever con- 
templated by me. That if no coercion were used at the time of the settlement 
with the landholders, the terms of it would necessarily be just and moderate, 
and tliat unless the British troops were required to coerce the Zemindars, I 
should never consider it to be my duty to inquire at what rate the estate of any 
landliohler was assessed, nor even to ask information from his Excellency 
regarding the revenue of any portion of his dominions. That in cases where 
the aid of our troOjis might he required, his Excellency would, of course, in 
the first instance, endeavour to satisfy himself, and would deem it reasonable 
to satisfy me by the ])roduction of authenticated documents, that the demand 
to he enforced was a just one ; and that beyond this fair and legitimate object, 
the British Government had no desire whatever to interfere between his Excel- 
lency or his Amnils and the landholders. 

f), A number of messages having reference to this particular question bad 
passed between his Excellency and me, through ti»e medium of Moonshee 
Alee Nufkee Khan, during Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday ; and this morn- 
ing 1 waited on his Excellency by appointment, and hud a conference with him 
of several hours. The details of this conference shall he reported for your 
Lordship in Council’s information at a period of greater leisure. 

In the mean time I congratulate your Lordship, w'lth the most cordial and 
unfeigned satisfaction, on what I consider to be the happy adjustment of every 
important question depending between your Lordship's Government and the 
Vizier. 

Flis Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the general outline of reform recom- 
mended by your Lordship’s letter of the 28th December 1810, and in all the 
essential details of it, was announced to me in a manner the most ^loleinn j and 
Ids Excellency has promised, with every degree of apparent sincerity, to record 
that concurrence under his seal, in a letter to your Lordship’s address, and in 
terms suggested by me, as soon as a letter can he prepared. Justice has been 
rendered to Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, by an order, under the seal of the 
Vizier, addressed to his Aumil of Sandee, in the terms, or nearly the terms of 
your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency. A provision of two thousand rupees 
per month, which I consider as liberal and ample^ has been promised by his 
Excellency the Vizier to Hoosein Alee Khan and tlie other indigent members 
of the family of the late Ilyder Beg Khan. The value of the property claimed by 
Mai Tewaree, Naick of the Honourable Company’s service, is in tram of liqui- 
dation by the displaced Aumil, who plundered him ; and her Highness the 
younger Begum’s claim for the restDraiion of her father’s possessions in Dehli 
has been admitted, to the extent w'hich the Mohumenudan law authorizes nvitiv 
a reference to her brother’s rights. 

7- On taking leave of his Excellency this morning he embraced me in the 
tnost cordial manner at the door of his palace, where all his native courtiers and 
. a number of English gentlemen \vere assembled, for the purpose* as he stated 

6 Y to 


noHjral Tolitfcdkl 
ConKuiratiun>,- 
15 Oct. ms: 

i-.e!ier 

fVnm ICcdident at 
Luckuuw. 



OUDE PAPERS. 


Btngft) PoUtieal 
ComABtioiM, 

li Oct. i«ia. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

22 Oct. 1813. 
Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


54 ^ 

to m* ti^ private, of demonstrating to bit sulgectt at large tbe bappy lesolt of 
oar eoidierence, and manifesting to all around him that the uneashneis and 
anxiety of his mind, which had long been apparent to his coortiers, were now 
entirely removed. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2d October 1813. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, dated 
respectively the 29th September and 2d instant, the latter communicating the 
gratifying intelligence of the assent of his Excellency the Vizier to the plan 
submitted to him by the British Government for the reform of his administra- 
tion, and his Excellency’s compliance with the other requisitions contained in 
the late Governor-General’s letter to his address of the 2d of July last. 

2. The contents of that despatch have afforded the Governor-General in 
Council a very high degree of satisfaction, and encouraged his Lordship in 
Council to hope that the strenuous and persevering exertions of the Govern- 
ment to introduce into the territory of Oiule, with the concurrence of the 
Vizier, a system of administration calculated no less to secure his Excellency’s 
real interests than to promote the ease, happiness, and prosperity of his subjects, 
may ultimately be attended with their merited success. 

S. The Governor-General in Council anxiously expects the receipt of his 
Excellency’s letter in reply to that above referred to, and his Lordship in 
Council trusts that the delay which has occurred in its transmission is not 
occasioned by any hesitation on the part of his Excellency to confirm, in a 
direct address to the Governor-General, those assurances which he has so 
solenmiy conveyed to you. Until the Vizier’s letter and your further commu- 
nications shall be received, it would be premature to enter into any detailed 
remarks on the subject of your despatches. His Lordship in Council, however, 
cannot allow to pass this occasion of signifying to you his high approbation of 
the manner in which you have conducted to its present apparently favourable 
stage, a negotiation, in the course of which you have received the repeated 
acknowledgments, approbation, and applause of this Government. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

15th October 1813, Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Tke October 1813. 

To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council,^ 

&c. &c. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. I have this day received fi'om his Excellency the Vizier, and transmitted 
to the Persian Department, the promised letter from his Excellency to your 
Liordship’s address, which is referred to in my despatch of the 2d instant, 
expressive of the Vizier’s cordial consent to the salutary reforms of his Govern- 
ment recommended by your Lordship in Council, and his concession, partial or 
total, of all the other demands which are stated in your Lordship’s letter to 
his Excellency of the 2d of July last. 

2. It was my wish and suggestion to the Vizier that his Excellency should 
etrtirely refrain from noticing, in his letter to your ^rdship, any one of the 
various points which were formerly matters of duqrute between the two 
Governments, but had been settled to your Lordship’s satisfaction, and t^t bis 

Excellency 
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Excellency should carefully avoid any restrospective observation or expression Bengal Fslitiesi 
that could tend to qualify the harmony which seems now to be happily re- 
established between the Britisli Government and himself. * 

3. A handsome or unqualified concession, however, is unfortunately quite from Uesi^nt at 
inconsistent with the disposition of his Excellency the Vizier ; and my know- Lucknow, 
ledge of his Excellency’s character has tended to excite agreeable surprize in 

my mind, rather than any degree of disappointment, at the terms in which his 
letter is conceived. 

4. Any further remarks which may occur to me as necessary to be submitted 
to Government, on the general tenor of the letter, or particular observations 
contained in it, shall form tlie subject of a future despatch. For the present, 
and in the contemplation of your Lordship’s early return to England, I content 
myself with repeating my sincere and respectful congratulations on the success 
of the exertions of your Lordship’s Government to persuade his Excellency the 
Viziei^of the necessity and advantage of a reform in the administration of the 
revenue of his dominions. 


I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

12th October 1813. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL SECRET PERSIAN CORRESPONDENCE, Bengal 

Secret i\»rsinn 

1813. Correspondence, 

ISIS 

From his Excellency the Nawaiib Vizier. (Received the 22d October 1813.) T 

I have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s obliging letter of the 2d of the Vizier. 
July, urging me to introduce the proposed system of reform into my reserved 
dominions. 

Your Lordship has observed, that the delay which has occurred in the pre- 
paration of your answer to my letter, has arisen partly from the occupation of 
your time by other matters of public exigency, and partly by a hope that I 
should have been convinced of thy justice of the arguments employed by Major 
Baillie, for the purpose of effecting an adjustment of all depending questions, 
and that a fair prospect would consequently be afforded of a removal of the 
evils of the present system of my Government, by the introduction of the plan 
of administration recommended to my adoption ; but that your Lordship has 
now found yourself compelled to address me in terms of remonstrance and 
expostulation, which it can neither be agreeable toyoiir Lordsliip to use, nor to 
me to hear. 

The case is this : — I have no kind sympathizing friend but your Lordship, and 
in fact I consider my individual happiness and welfare to depend on your Lord- 
ship’s kindness, and I look for the prosperity, the success, and the good of my 
Government, exclusively to the aid, assistance, and protection of the British 
Government. When, therefore, I entertained objections to the proposed sys- 
tem of reform, I stated them to Major Baillie, who in the course of his confer- 
ences said tliat he would endeavour, as far as he was able, to remove those ob- 
jections ; and that if any should still remain, your Lordship would remove them, 
and satisfy my mind in the fullest manner. I was therefore under the neces- 
sity of addressing myself to your Lordship on the subject ; and the establishment 
of the proposed system was suspended until an answer should be received to my 
letter, and my doubts be removed. Now, however, your Lordship has com- 
plained of my not having carried the proposed system into effect. But let your 
Lordship have the goodness to consider, that if my mind had been relieved 
from those doubts and objections, there would have been no necessity for 
communicating them to your Lordship. 

With regard to your Lordship’s assurance, that it is impossible that the Bri- 
tish Government should ever propose to me the adoption of a measure having 

the 
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dU 

the most remote tendency to diminish my personal consequence, or to impair 
the just autliority of my Government, your Lordship’s personal kindness and 
the friendship subsisting between the two Governments afford a well-grounded 
hope, that such will always be the conduct of the British Government towards 
me, since fidelity to its engagements is the peculiar characteristic of that 
Government; while I, on my part, am bound by treaty (as indeed it is also a 
pleasure to me) to conform to its advice. 

Your Lordship has declared, that no lapse of time nor change of circum- 
stances will induce the British Government to relinquish a measure, which it 
considers to be essential to the welfare and happiness of my subjects, to the 
promotion of my own substantial ease, comfort, and advantage, and to the 
reputation and interests of both Governments, and which it is bound by the most 
solemn obligations to persevere in seeing carried into effect, according to the 
provisions of the treaty. 

I never can propose, or even desire, that the British Government |^ould 
refrain from advising and adopting any measure which may be according to 
treaty ; on the contrary, I consider the advice of the British Government to be 
conducive to the support anil prosperity of my interests. Your Lordship’s 
writing to me, therefore, in this manner, is an additional source of cuiufort to 
my mind. 

With regard to your Lordship’s remark, that by refusing to carry the pro- 
posed system of administration into effect, I shall violate an express stipulation 
of the treaty of 1.801 : the fact is, that nothing can be further from my thoughts 
than tlie violating an article of the treaty. If 1 were to persevere (in refusing) 
to carry into effect a system of administration for iny country which shall be 
according to treaty, then I should assuredly be guilty of a violation of an 
express article of the ti ealy : but if I am disposed to introduce into my reserved 
dominions, through tlie medium of my own officers, and with the advice and 
assistance of the British Government, a system of administration conducive to 
the prosperity of my subjects, and calculated to secure the lives and property of 
the inhabitants, 1 am satisfied that the Britisli Government will not entertain 
this opinion with respect to me. 

Heaven forbid that I .should be disposed to act contrary to treaty! I am per- 
fectly ready to establish a system of administration by my own authority, and 
through the medium of my own public officers, with the advice of the British 
Government. My tlesire uas, that tlie proposed system, after the removal of 
my objections and the concession of such points as appeared to affect my con- 
sequence and dignity, should be carried into effect. Now that your Lordship’.^ 
kindness, and the recent conferences with Major Baillie, and the assurances 
afforded by that officer on his own part, combined with a promise of obtaining 
similar assurances from your Lordship with respect to the concession of certain 
triffing points in the proposed system, especially the furnishing the Resident at 
my Court with the papers relating to the assessment, &c. sent in by the Ameens, 
wliich would be in the highe.st degree degrading ; also your Lordship’s express 
assurance that the adoption of the plan of reform will secure my ease and com- 
fort, and generally the prosperity of all my concerns, and that the aid of the 
British troops will be afforded me, and tijat the system is in every respect for 
iny advantage, and your promise that Major Baillie will employ his exertions to 
uphold and support my consequence, power, and authority, have relieved ray 
mind and inspired me with confidence ; I agree to the introduction of the sys- 
tem proposed in your Lordship’s letter of the 28tl) of December 1810. 

As, indeed, my comfort and happiness, and the prosperity and welfare of my 
Government, entiiely depend on the assistance and protection of the British 
Government, 1 shall cheerfully exert myself to carry into effect the proposed 
system by my own authority, through the mediuiu of my own public officers, 
that is to say, the assessment of the funds throughout the couutry shall be regu- 
lated by the real assets of tlie several districts, to be ascertained by actual inves- 
tigation, and be fixed for a certain sum, and tliat assessment shall be increased 
only in proportion to the augmentation of resources in the several districts. Ihc 
revenue to be paid fiy the Zemindars, renters and Ryots, also, shall be fixed on a 
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foil investigation by Anieens of the capacity of the lands, by written engage- Benral 
xnentSy which shall be guaranteed by the State, that no more than what is speci- Secret Pewittt 
fied in those engagements may, on any account, he exacted from the parties; and °””^ 3 .*"*** 

the Zemindars and others shall have the privilege of appealing to the authority 

of the Government against any violation on the part of the Aumils, that the Letter 
latter may be restrained from oppression. Vi»i#r. 

All these arrangements shall be adopted in establishing the proposed system of 
reform. When any Zemindar shall be refractory about paying his rcnl, copies of 
his cnbooieat and pottah shall, if necessary, be sent to the Resident, tliat he may 
see them, and punish siicli reiVactory individuals. 

With regard to Moonshce Alec Nuckee Khan, after exposing the real state of 
the case to your Lordship, and imparting to you my own seuliinctits on it, I, 
from motives of respect to your Lordship, added, that I was ready to do whatever 
might be your Lordship’s wish; and I was expecting that your Lordship would 
write to desire, that after inspecting and examining his sunnuds, 1 would restore 
him to his just rights. Your Lordship having been pleased again to desire me 
to comply with the points relating to his case, with the view of promoting your 
Lordship’s satisfaction, I have given orders for the execution of them. 

With respect to what your Lordship has written on the subject of restoring the 
stipend enjoyed by the family of the late llyder Beg Khan to his younger sou 
Hoosein Alee Khan, the case is this: — I declared to your Lonlship, in the fullest 
and most unqualified manner, my ignorance of the grant, the payment, or the 
discontinuance, of such a stipend. At tlie same time, 1 distinctly intimated to 
your Lordship, that ifj besides tlic stipend, the right to which could not in any 
manner be proved, there was any thing else wliicli your Lordshij) desired, I was 
ready to do it to the extent of my ability. 

I never knew', nor do I know, any tiling of the grant of the stipend in ques- 
tion ; nor was it discontinued m my time. If the stipend had actually been 
granted, some trace of it taust certainly have apiieared among the records of 
my Government. Under these circumstances, it is by no means incumbent 
upon me to grant the stipend ; but as I am sincerely disposed to promote your 
Lordship’s satisfaction to the utmost of my power, I beg leave to inform your 
Lordship, that at the suggestion of Major Baillie, I have assigned the sum of 
2,000 rupees a month for the maintenance and support of all the surviving mem- 
bers of the family of the late llyder Beg Khan. 

With respect to what your Lordship has written with the pen of kind- 
ness on the subject of her Highness the Bhabee Begum (Shums-oon-Nissa), 
and of my issuing an order for the release of her lands, houses, and gardens at 
Delhi, and paying the amount of the collections which 1 have received from 
them, I have to observe, ’that I have never been deficient in paying due respect 
to her Highness ; but she, on her part, has not demeaned herself towards me 
in a manner suitable to her relationship to me, or to my ilignity as sovereign. 

On this subject I mentioned several circumstances in my letter written at tlie 
close of the month of Shabaun (8th of ,Sej)tember 1812) I but not having been 
gratified by an answer to it, I have, agreeably to Major Baillie’s desire, com- 
muted the khassa (victuals) for a payment in money ; and, in commutation of 
the jagier, I have given more than the jumma ; so that I suffer a considerable 
loss : but out of compliment to Major Baillie, I have not made any dispute 
about it. If your Lordship, however, will consider justly, you will be satisfied 
tliat I am not required by the tenor of my engagements to assign any monthly 
or annual allowrancc to persons who leave my dominions. Two villages which 
are stated in the schedule of the muhls of the jagier to be rent-free (niinhaee]^. 
and which do not belong to the jagier, remain as a separate tenure, and I have 
not even now taken possession of them. At the time that her Highness deter- 
mined to retire to Elahabad, 1 endeavoured, through Major Baillie, to divert 
her from her purpose, by the language of conciliation and kindness, and by 
representation, to all which she paid no attention whatever; and when she 
retired from her jagier to Seliinpore, and Major Baillie prepared to proceed 
to that place, for the purpose of prevailing upon her Highness to return, I 
gave a letter to Major Baillie to his own address, dated tlie 13th of Zeckaud, 

G Z 1227 
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1227 Hijjuree (19th November 1812), and asked him what, your Lordship woutd 
say now ; when he said, that the blame rested not witii me, but with her High- 
ness. I have no doubt that your Lordship has received a copy of that letter, 
from which, and the representations of Major Baillie, your Lordship will be 
apprized of the conciliatory line of conduct which £ have pursued towards her 
Highness. Major Baillie being your Lordship’s representative, his word is, in. 
fact, the same as your Lordship’s. Be pleased, then, to reflect well, whether,, 
when the representations of that officer fail to produce any eft’ect, and are dis* 
regarded by her Highness, any conciliation or kindness on my part could suc- 
ceed in making an impression on her mind. Be pleased to consider, that if, 
notwithstanding all this consideration towards her Highness on my part, she 
will not be reconciled, and will remain at variance with me, I am not in fault; 
I cannot help it. None of the ladies of this family ever went elsewhere ; ait 
instance of it, therefore, occurring in my own time, is a source of deep concern 
to my mind. As to the villages, lands, and gardens, if any one had a claim to 
them, it was her Higimess’s brother, the late Etiiam-ood-l3een Khan, who had 
the claim, and after him her nephew, Hoosein-ood-Deen Khun. Besides, these 
lands have remained under the same circumstances as they were before ray 
time. I did not resume them ; and formerly, when I made a promise to her 
Highness to restore them, Emam-ood-Decn Klian was alive. Emum-ood- 
Deen Klian, Hoosein-ood-Deen Klian, ami lier Highness were all here. Now 
that her Highness has chosen to leave this place, she solely cannot assert a 
claim to the proprietary right of tiiose lands. 

With regard to what your Lordship has written respecting her Highness the 
Bhow Begum, the case is tidi: — The points regarding her Highness have been 
settled according to the desire of Major Baillie ; but her Highness has obtained 
possession of several places which belong to me, and a large sum of money is 
due to me from her. Notwithstanding the promise of the British Government, 
the adjustment of this, and all other points relating to me, is suspended. The 
fugitives from my territories, who seek an asylum in her Highness’s jagier, also 
go unpunished ; and her H’gliness pays no regard to my representations. With 
respect to the ladies of the khoord muhl, disgrace and dishonour have occurred. 
I am degraded and debased by these domestic events. 1 stated them fully to 
your Lordship ; but on that subject, also, I have not been gratified by any 
answer. I do not think it necessary to advert to them specifically, on the 
present occasion ; but I must observe, that according to the tenor of the 
engagement concluded between her Highness and me, the interference of her 
Highness in the concerns of the ladies of the khoord muhl, and in the distri- 
bution of their stipends, is subject to this condition — that, whenever requisite, 
she will render me kindness and assistance. 

The fact however is, that at the time of MarqnesS Wellesley’s coming (to 
Lucknow), I had occasion for lacs of rupees ; but J received no kindness or 
assistance whatever from her Highness. I did myself the honour to address 
your Lordship on this subject also. Your Lordship’s not favouring me with an 
answer to that communication, or with a reply to the letter in which I expressed 
a desire to pay my personal respects to your r.ordship, and your not furnishing 
me with a plan of a system of commmee, notwithstanding the promise of it, 
and the allowing such a length of time to elapse, certainly indicate a want of 
kindness. 

The departure of Hyder Buksh from this place without coming to any 
adjustment, the non-receipt of the money due from Khanazad Khan (Mirza 
Jaun), and the collecting of the duties from \X\eSut/zee Mtmdee (green market) 
at Delhi, contrary to usage, although it be in itself a trifling matter, with 
reference to the friendship subsisting between the two governments^ which< 
has identified the interests of both, are a source of regret and concern to my 
mind. 

As my welfare and happiness, and the prosperity of the concerns of my. 
Government, depend on your Lordship’s personal kindness, and the aid and. 
assistance of the British Government, if 1 were not to represent these cir- 
cumstances 
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ciimstancM to your Lordship, and were not to solicit assistance iirotn the British 
Government, what should I do ? 

I formerly expressed an intention of travelling ; I tt-'erefore wished, after 
obtaining your Lordship's permission for that purpose, to set but for Calcutta ; 
and, after having the honour of paying my respects to your Lordship, and 
stating to you all the particulars of my situation, I proposed, if it should seem 
expedient, with your Lordship’s approbation and sanction, agreeably to, the 
anxious wish I have long entertained, to prosecute my travels and return : but 
having now heard of your Lordship’s resignation and intention to return imme- 
diately to England, I have relinquished all thoughts of it. 

May your Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be permanent. 


JSecret 

Correipondence, 

1813. 



EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 2f)lh October 18)3. 

To .1. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. 1 have the lionour of transmitting to yon, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
and other <locuinents which I have recently addressed to the officers command- 
ing the British troops at the posts of Buhrumgati) and Secrora. 

2. Ilis Excellency the V’izier’s first intimation to me of an insurrection in 
his district of Durceabad was unaccompanied (from motives of diffidence, I 
presume, on the part of his Excellency) by any application for the aid of the 
British troops ; but as it almost immediately followed his acquiescence in the 
measures of reform, I was glad to avail myself of an opportunity of manifesting 
a cordial desire to promote his Excellency’s views, and even to anticipate his re- 
quisition, by odei'ing tlie aid of our troops to quell the insurrection in iJureeabad ; 
suggesting to his Excellency, however, the measures wliich appeared to be 
proper witii the view of superseding any active military operations, and which 
his Excellency most cheerfully agreed to. desiring me to furnish him with drafts 
of the requisition to he addressed to myself, and of the mandates to he issued 
to his landholders, 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

14th October 1813. Resilient. 


Bengal Political 
Concultationi, 
*29 Oct. 1813. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Captain Raper, commanding tlie Troops at Buhramgath. 

Sir : 

1. I transmit, for your information and guidance, a translation of a letter 
received from his Excellency tlie Vizier, and of a mandate addressed by his 
Excellency to the rebellious landholders and others who are mentioned in his 
letter to my address. Two original mandates, under his Excellency’s seal, are 
also transmitted to you, lor the purpose of being forvVarded under your orders. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


2. Immediately on your receipt of this despatch, you will be pleased to 
transmit the enclosed mandates tiv Hurdut Sing and the other persons 
tlescribed, by a careful and intelligent non-commissioned officer or sepoy 
of your detachment to be selected for this duty, instructing him to warn 
the Talookadars and Zemindars of the gross impropriety of their conduct, 
and of the severe and exemplary punishment which must inevitably be the 
consequence of their persisting in it ; apprizing them, at the same time, that 
you are authorized and prepared to proceed with the troops under your com- 
mand, for the purpose of dispersing their followers and protecting the Aurnil 
of the district, unless implicit obexlience be paid to the mandate of his 
Excellency the Vizier. 

3. A 
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Endoture. 


Letter 

fiom Resident at 
Lucknow. 


3. A copy of this despatch wUl be forwarded to Major Macmorine, com- 
manding the troops at Secrora, to whom, as well as tb me, you will be 
pleased to report your proceedings ; and Major Macmorine will he instructed,, 
if necessary, to reinforce the detachment under your command. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailie, 

10th October 1813» Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 9th October 1813.) 

I transmitted to you yesterday a paper of intelligence received from Duree- 
abad, containing an account of the rebellious conduct of Hurdut Sing, Talooka- 
dar of Sireegaung. 

As it appears that this person has collected a considerable force, with 
which he has surrounded the Aumil and cut off his supplies, there is reason to- 
apprehend the destruction of the Aumil, unless measures for his relief be imme- 
diately adopted ; and therefore I request that you will write to the command- 
ing-officer of the troops at Secrora to put a stop to the rebellious conduct of. 
the above-mentioned Talookadar, and to prevent Goordut Sing, Dauod Khan, 
and others, from aiding and abetting him. 

An Ameen will be deputed from hence, with all practicable expedition, to 
■investigate and settle the dispute between the Aumil and the above-mentioned 
Talookadar according to justice. Until the arrival of the Aincen, let the 
Talookadar be prevented from committing any outrage against the Aumil, 


Peruanuah addressed to Hurdut Sing, \0th October 1813. 

It has been represented to the Presence, that you have collected a force 
with rebellious inteutiuus, and have actually attacked the Aumil of the Sircar 
Amrut Loll, whose force you have surrounded for the purpose of cutting off 
bis supplies : It is, therefore, written to you, that an Ameen has been appointed 
and deputed from the Presence to proceed immediately to Dureeabad, and 
settle your dispute with the Aumil according to justice. Do you, thereforei 
refrain from your rebellious practices, dismiss your followers, and await the 
arrival of the Ameen ; or otherwise be prepared to receive the most severe 
and exemplary punishment from a detachment of British troops, which has 
been ordered to proceed against you immediately, in case of your disobeying 
this mandate. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Perwaunali aiidres.sed to Goordut Sing and others, iii similar terms. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Major Macmorine, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Captain Raper, 
commanding the troops at Buhramgatb, with copies of the several documents 
which are referred to in that letter. 

2. You will be pleased to issue such further instructions to Captain Raper as 
circumstances may appear to your judgment to require, and to be guided by the 

reports 
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reports of that officer regarding the expediency of reinforcing bis detachment^ in 
the case of his proceeding to Dureeabad. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bail lie, 

10th October 1813. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
enclosing a copy of your proceedings on the occasion of an insurrection in the 
district of Dureeabad, belonging to his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, and to 
inform you that the tenor of your communication to his Excellency, and of your 
instructions to the officers commanding the British troops at the posts of Buh- 
ramgath and Secrora, is entirely approved by his Excellency in Council. 

a. The Governor- General in Council trusts that the judicious measures pur- 
sued by you will preclude the necessity of the active employment of the British 
troops, m reducing the rebellious Zemindars to submission to his Excellency’s 
authority. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

39th October 1813. Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 26/A November 1813. 

To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 14th ultimo, I have now 
the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the Govern- 
ment, the enclosed copies of letters which have more recently passed between 
me and the commanding officers of Buhramgath and Secrora, and by which 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be pleased to 
observe, that the insurrection in the Vizier’s district of Dureeabad has been hap- 
pily quelled, without any active operations on the part of the British troops. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batllte, 

9tb November 1813. Resident. 


To Major Maemorine, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 

Sir : 

With reference to the subject of my separate despatch of this date, I recon)- 
inend your detaching a complete company of sepoys for the treasure, and direct- 
ing its march by such a route as to approach the scene of the reported dis- 
turbances in Dureeabad, with the view of aiding the effect of Captain Raper’s 
message and the Vizier’s mandates to the refractory Zemindars. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaittiE, 

1 ith October 1813. Residen t. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
enclosing a translation of a letter from his Excellency the Vizier, and two origi- 
nal mandates under his Excellency’s seal, accompanied also by a translation, to 
be forwarded, under my orders, to the rebellious landholders to whom they are 
addressed. 

7 A 
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from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
Captain Haper. 


I have 
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1 hxvt now the honour to inform you, that in obedience to your instructions 
1 have this day despatched Buctaur Sin^ an intelligent sepoy, .with the above 
mandates, and have directed him to apprize the Talookadar and Zemindars con- 
cerned, that I have received orders to march immediately with the detachment 
under my command, for the purpose of dispersing their followers and of support- 
ing the Aumil, unless implicit obedience be paid to the mandates of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier. 

To prevent any misunderstanding which might arise from a verbal message, 
I have made the above communication to Hurdut Sing and Goordut Sing, in two 
separate notes which I have fiarwarded with his Excellency’s mandates, and trust 
my having done so will meet with your approbation. 

I have, &C. 

Buhramgath, (Signed) F;V. Raper, 

12th October 1813. ' . Captain commanding at Buhramgath. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that Buctaur Sing, the sepoy whom I sent 
with his Excellency’s mandates, arrived here this morning, and has reported the 
following particulars of his mission. 

That the refractory Zemindars, with a considerable number of followers, col- 
lected together in a thick jungle impenetrable for guns, about eight coss to the 
southward of Dureeabad, and that going to one ot tlieir advanced posts for thj 
purpose of delivering bis Excellency’s mandates, be was refused au interview 
with the persons to whom they were addressed. He further informs me, that 
the Aumil has been reinforced by another gun and about one hundred Nujeebs, 
and is now posted within one coss and a half of the rebels, and is endeavouring 
to make an amicable adjustment, but with what success 1 have nut been able to 
learn. 

As I understand the Ameen whom his Excellency intended' to depute to that 
quarter has not yet arrived, and the Aumil has extricated himself from the situation 
of danger in which he was placed, I have been induced to postpone my determi- 
nation of marching out until 1 am favoured with your further instructions, as 
the arrival of our detaciiment might interfere with tlie Aumil’s plans to adjust 
the dift'erences by conciliatory measures. 

I have, however, warned the detachment to be in readiness to move out at a 
moment's notice, and shall make no delay in joining the Aumil should your 
orders be to that effect. 

I have, &c. 

Buhramgath, (Signed) F. V. Raper, 

17th October 1813. Captain commanding at Buhramgath. 


To Captain F. V. Raper, commanding the Troops at Buhramgath. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate 
despatches dated the 12th and 17th instant. 

2. From the tenor of a communication which was made to me this morning 
by his Excellency the Vizier, I deem the marcli of your detachment ,.to be 
unnecessary for the present, and Lieutenant Dunsmure may come on with the 
treasure escort to Lucknow. His Excellency is, however, desirous that an obli- 
gation be required and obtained from the refractory Talookadar and Zemindars 
to dismiss their followers and await the arrival of the Ameen, in submrission to 
the authority of the Aumil. 

I have, 

Lucknow, (Signed) Bailiie, 

18th October 1813. Resident. 

EXtRACif 
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* The December 

To J. Adam, Ea^*, Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. 1 am concerned to have occasion to report to you, for his Lordship in Couu' 
cil’s information, that since the date of my last despatch to your address, having 
reference to the disposal of the property of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, which the 
Vizier had claimed as bis own, his Excellency has unhappily reverted to the same 
pernicious counsels that have so long dictate his opposition to the just views of 
our Government, and has evinced an inclination to depart not only from the 
positive promises expressed at his conferences with me, and reported in my recent 
despatches, but even from the solemn assurances which are conveyed in his letter 
to Lord Minto of the 12th of October last, with regard to the question of reform 
and to other points in dispute, that appeared to have beeii finally settled so as to 
preclude any future discussion. 

A detail of the various circumstances and proceedings on the part of the 
Vizier, which have induced me, though with extraordinary reluctance, to form 
this opinion of his designs, shall be submitted for the notice of the Government, 
as soon as translations of my correspondence can be prepared ; but in the mean 
time 1 deem it of importance, that his Lordship in Council should be apprized of 
the Vizier’s delay to fulfil, and apparent intention to evade, the promises contained 
in his letter of the 12th of October last, with the view of enabling his Lordship to 
take such notice of this conduct in his reply to his Excellency’s letter, as the wis- 
dom of the Government may suggest. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

13th December 1815. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 3 1 December 1813. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir; 

1. A number of considerations, which it seems unnecessary to notice in this 
despatch, induced me to postpoqe the execution of the orders of Government, 
conveyed by your letters of the 3d and 10th of September last, having reference 
to the property of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, and to refrain from making any 
communication on that subject to his Excellency the Vizier, until Saturday the 
30th ultimo, when 1 was impelled to commence the discussion with his Excel- 
lency, by the importunity cr the relations and dependants of the deceased, and 
by a consideration of the great and unnecessary expense of retaining and 
subsisting the cattle belonging to his estate, to the prejudice of his heirs and 
legatees. 

2. Accordingly, on the morning of the 30th ultimo, at a conference withh is 
Excellency the Vizier, after presenting a letter from the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General and renewing my instances for the early commencement of 
the reform, which were cheerfully acceded to by his Excellency, I submitted for 
his Excellency’s consideration translations ofthe orders of Government conveyed 
by your despatches above noticed ; and I endeavoured, by every argument of a 
friendly and conciliatory natuie that I could use, to satisfy his Excellency*s mind 
of the justice and expediency of his acquiescence in the disposition which 
Tuhseen Ajee Khan had made of his personal properly, and of the manifest 
injury which his Excellency’s reputation must sustain, by any attempt or avowed 
inclination to oppose the execution of a will committed to the British Government 
by Tuhseen, on the ground of his long-established connexion with that Govern- 

and ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 
who had commanded me to carry it into effect. 

3. The 
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Bengal Political 3 . l^e Vizier seemed coattderably agitated by thr oommunic&tioDiztdiicfa i 
made tohim oii that occasiao; He>^wrfed to rae ia general terini; 
had recently committed to my friendship • the power of advising aad ilecidihig 
Utter for him on every question of importance that could ame between the two State* 

tVom Reaident at for the future ; diet he sincerely and deeply, lamented hi* liavtiw ever oppoied 
Lucknow advice, or acted without my concurrence ; and that to tli» ttuliappy cir- 

cumstance alone, he was now disp^ed to ascribe every unpleasant ocourraoce 
that had happened to him; every distressing sensation that ^ had jcnown, since 
the date of my arrival at his Court ; that fur the future his deterhiination was 
hxed ; I was his only coansellor and friend; nay, he should consider I me in 
the light of a brother, and whatever measures 1 might adopt' or recommend to 
him, should receive his most ready acquiescence. The case Of Tulaeefl Aloe 
Khan, he observed, was a case in which the most important interests' of ha 
Government seemed to him to be implicated, and the decision on <iwhich must 
tbrm a precedent for essential injury or benefit on auumber of future occasions, 
that could not be absent from his thoughts. Tuhseen Alee Khan. had been the 
confidential servant of his brother’s Government and his own for a period of 
forty years; and the most valuable property, as well as sooie of the most 
important offices of the State, had been comniited to his custody and nianage- 
nient The uniform practice of this Government, and indeed of all Indmn 
princes, with a reference to such officers as Tuhseen, whether slaves of the 
Government or not, was to assume or confiscate the whole of their personal pro- 
perty in the first instance, and to provide for their relations and dependants as 
circumstances might afterwards suggest. That if such public officers under his 
Excellency’s Government as Tuhseen were to be be considered as at liberty to 
dispose of their property by will, without any control by the Government, an 
opening would necessarily be given to incalculable peculation and fraud by 
numbers of public servants, who were never before thought entitled to make 
any such use of their property, and might hereafter be encouraged to combine 
the public property with their own, in conveyances of this nature to their 
dependants. 

‘ 4. I answered his Excellency’s remarks by expressing my grateful sense of 
the friendly confidence which he had now determined to repose in me, and 
which I assured him I was incapable of abusing. The case of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, I observed, had been finally decided by the Government more than a 
month ago, as his Excellency would see in the papers which were now submitted 
to him; and all that remained for me to do was, to execute the orders which I 
had received ; the execution of which had been hitherto delayed, with no other 
view, upon my part, than that of satisfying his Excellency’s mind, at a favour- 
able opportunity, of the justice and necessity of the measures which I -had been 
instructed to adopt, and rendering the manner of executing those measures as 
agreeable as possible to his Excellency, consistently with the more essential 
purposes of justice to the heirs and dependants of Tuhseen, whose interests could 
not be sacrificed on any account, and to whom, in reality, as well as to the 
Government, I was responsible for a due administration of the will. That I saw 
no reason whatever to apprehend the injurious effects which his Excellency 
seemed to contemplate from the ratification of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s bequests; 
nor did the case appear to me to form a precedent for that of any other ofiSwr 
or servant of his Excellency’s Government or household, since the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of Tuhseen Alee Khan's connexion with the -British Government, 
which induct its decided interference on this occasion, .were such as could never 
be contemplated again, save in the case of a ffiaputed succession to the musnud 
of Oude; an event that I was happy to con^der as far beyond the verge of 
probability, if not impossible, for ages yet to come.; I was proceeding to reply 
in detail to the other arguments which his Excellency had adduced, when 1» 
interrupted me to say* that as he bad not examined the papers, it. was uni^es- 
sary to prolong the discussion at thattime* ■ He. would peruse the trMslaUons.at 
his leisure, and would convey to, me his aentifUents on them in writing ; -wer, 
which he should commit the decision to myieli^ «aid acquiesce in .whatever 

miglit propose to him ■ ‘ , • ; ; . ' ' . 

6. On Saturday, the 6di instant, 1 wciMved *fr<>m»his Exodhuscy A MpM 
without any official form, coiitaining u recaplwdalion of the nrgumesitSvWiMOli 

were 
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were stated at our conference of the SOth ultimo, and deprecating', on some 
additional grounds, and with extraordinary earnestness and uigency, the 
ratification m execution of the purpose of the will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
which he declared to be totally iile^l and invalid, and its enforcement by the 
power of our Government to be inconsistent with its own former decision in 
the case of Almass Alee Khan, and with his Excellency's rights as a sovereign, 
as well as with Tuhseen Alee Khan’s condition as a slave. A copy and trans> 
lation of the paper are transmitted for the notice of the Government. 

7* His Excellency having announced by the bearer of this paper his intention 
of breakfasting with me on the ensuing Tuesday, I deferred my reply to hh 
arguments until then ; and at a conference on the 9th instant, 1 resumed the 
discussion, by observing, that the suspicion which his Excellency entertained 
of the combination and confusion of the public property of his Government 
with the personal effects of Tuhseen Alee Khan, was in my opinion totally 
groundless,* and incompatible with the character of the deceased, as well as 
with the known fact of his Excellency’s having gradually withdrawn from 
Tuhseen the custody of every article of value under his charge, and removed 
him from the control of every department which he superintended, during 
the Government of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and for some years 
after his Excellency’s accession. But that, admitting the suspicion in his 
Excellency’s mind to be just, there was nothing so easy as removing it, and 
satisfying his Excellency’s mind, by a personal inspection of the whole of the 
effects of the deceased, which I was ready to submit to his examination when* 
ever he thought proper to require it. I acknowledged the ancient practice of 
Indian Governments to resume the jagiers and allowances of public officers at 
their death, and occasionally to confiscate their property ; but my opinion of 
his Excellency’s justice and humanity precluded my beliefj I observed, of his 
approving that practice in others, far more so of his following it himself^ in so 
extraordinary a case as Tuhseen’s, and in opposition to the counsels of our 
Government, who could have no other interest in the affair than a regard for 
his Excellency’s reputation. That if it were the uniform practice of Indian 
princes to resume and confiscate, it had also been the practice of the best and 
wisest of those princes to restore the jagiers and allowances, as well as the 
personal effects of their faithful and meritorious servants, to the heirs and 
relations of those servants; and that as his Excellency had already resumed 
the jagier, and had in fact taken possession of the property, through the 
medium of the Honourable Company’s sepoys appointed to guard it by his 
desire, thus observing the practice of his ancestors, and establishing his 
paramount right, his subsequent gratuitous and only partial dereliction of that 
right, supposing it to be just and indefeasible, in compliance with my friendly 
advice and with the desire of the British Government to give effect to the will 
of the deceased, could not operate in the smallest degree to the prejudice of 
his Excellency’s claims over other public officers of ids Government, nor form 
a precedent to establish the validity of any future testamentary deeds which his 
Excellency might wish to set aside. On the other hand, 1 begged his Excel- 
lency to reflect, that the grounds of Mohummudan law, and of a former decision 
of our Government in the case of Almass Alee Khan, on which his Excellency 
seemed to rest his opposition to the validity of the will of Tuhseen, were by 
no means such as to bear him out in the conclusions which he was pleased to 
infer from them. I asserted and proved to his Excellency, by quotations from 
the most celebrated legal authorities of both sects of Mohuromudans, that a 
Mussulman eunuch could not by the law be a slave ; and were it otherwise, I 
maintained to his Excellency, that the trust, authority, and power which had 
been exercised by Almass Alee Khan and by Tuhseen, under his Excellency’s 
father and brother as well as himself^ were so totally inconsistent with the real 
condition of a slave, and with the legal inhibitions or disqualifications of 
slavery, as to preclude the possibility of considering either of those persons as 
slaves, or as disqualified from making any use of their personal property during 
their life-time and disposing of it by will at their death. That, in short, if 
originally slaves, they must be considered as licensed or enfranchised, and as 
wcK to be fully entitled to every lawful use of theij: property, which the free. 

7 B subjects 
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subjects of kis Excellelicy’s Government could enjoy. Thatt with a rofoi ence 
to Almass Alee Khan» the decision of the British Government had supported 
his Excellency’s daim to the property ot‘ that Atimii, in opposition or rather 
in preference to the claim Or her Highness the Begum, but by no means in 
preference to the claims of the heirs or legatees of Almass, ^cause no such 
persons existed. In reality, the pro})crty of Almass bad come into his Excei- 
iency’s possession as the heir of a person intestate, who iuul no legal successor, 
and by no means as the proprietor of a slave ; for 1 had repeatedly proved to 
his Excellency, that his claim upon that ground was entirely illegal and 
untenable : and on the same prihciple, and in exact conformity with tlie decision 
of the Government on that occasion, I now supported the right of the 
eunuch, Tuhseen Alee Khan, to dispose of his property by will, and the 
obligation on the British Goverument, as well with a reference to tl^e faithful 
and meritorious services of the deceased, as from a regard for his Excellency's 
reputation, to urge to him in the strongest terms tlie justice and necessity of 
liis acquiescing in the provisions of that will. A number of other arguments 
were adduced and submitted to the Vizier in a friendly and conciliatory 
manner, but without any seeming effect, at our conference of the 9th instant, 
and at a subsequent conference on the iGth instant, when I had the honour of 
waiting on liis Excellency. For a detail of the arguments which I used, I 
refer to a translation of a paper in answer to his Excellency’s remarks, which 
1 transmitted to him on the @Oth instant, and which forms a number of the 
present despatch. 

8. To this paper I have not yet received a reply, and the actual state of the 
negotiation, as well as the probable result of it, renders me peculiarly desirous 
of obtaining the definitive instructions of the Government on the points wliich 1 
shall submit for consideration in tlie sequel of this despatch. 

9. The Vizier’s cordial acquiescefice in the purposes of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s 
will, and his consent to my official administration to the personal effects of the 
deceased, are, I apprehend, scarcely to be looked for. His Excellency may, 
perhaps, be induced to concede those provisions to the servants and dependants 
of Tuhseen, whicli are specifically assigned to them in the will, and even to 
grant an inconsiderable pension to the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth, on 
the condition of my abandoning to forfeiture the whole of the property of the 
deceased, which is virtually now in iny possession, as being guarded by the 
Honourable Company’s sepoys, and consequently out of his Excellency’s pow'er. 
Those provisions he may further be induced to assign under the guarantee of 
the British Government, so as to ensure their duration and regular payment 
while our Government shall be disposed to interfere in behalf of the several 
assignees, who will in this event, however, require the constant and efficient 
protection of the Government, and in all probability prove the innocent causes 
of frequent and vexatious altercation between his Excellency and the Resident 
at bis Court. 

10. The alternative, therefore, of the due and immedisfte execution of the 
purposes of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will, by my official administration to his 
effects, and by vesting the proceeds of the sale of them in the Honourable 
Company’s funds, is liable, at the least, to those objections which are stated 
in the foregoing paragraph, as well as to others which might be mentioned y 
while it can be productive of but one material advantage, that of gratifying the 
mind of the Vizier, and preserving, perhaps but for a time, the extraordinary 
harmony which at present sub6^^ts, and has so very recen^ been established 
between the British Government and his Excellency. This harmony will,, 
however, 1 fear, be inevitably disturbed for a time, by iny administering to the 
property of Tuhseen Alee Khan in opposition to his Excellency's wishes. His 
Excellency will, in ail probability, evince his displeasure on that occasion by 
retiring for a time from his palace, withdrawing bis attention from business, 
suspending the progress of the reform, expressing tt distaste for tlie exercise of 
sovereign auUiority, and a wish to d^art on o pilgrimage, and by all the other 
subterfuges and shifts to which his Excellency i% in tlie habit of resorting, in 
order to deter the British Government from prosecuting its just views. Deter* 

mined 



Odt)fe PAPERS 555 

mined opjxwitioh or miattance, however, on the part of hrs Excellency, to the 
measures which I have been instructed to adopt, is by no means at present in 
my contemplation, and indeed would be totally unavailing, since the actual 
possession of the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan must enable me to frustrate 
any intentions of that nature, if his Excellency could be supposed to entertain 
them. At the same time, it is worthy of remark that the Vizier has the means 
of circumscribing in a considerable degree the extent of the benefit to be 
derived by the legatees to the will of Uie deceased in consequence of my admi> 
nistration, by prohibiting the people of Lucknow from attending at the sale of 
the effects, or from purchasing any part of them, and thus reducing the pro> 
ceeds of the sale, a measure of which his Excellency is no means incapable, 
and may very probably resort to, on the principle on which lie prohibited the 
attendance of any of liis courtiers at the funeral of Tuhseen Alee Khan, with 
the absurd view of exhibiting to his subjects aud ihe world liis disaffection to 
the British Government, his only real friends and the sole supporters of hia 
authority. 

1 1. Under all the circumstances of tlie case, I consider it to be my duty to 
solicit the further instructions of the Government before I proceed to execute the 
will of Tuhseen Alee Khan by administering to his effects and bringing them to 
a public sale in Lucknow, or to manifest the direct interference of the British 
Government for the support of the relations and servants of the deceased, by 
confering khillats of condolence on ilie widow and cliilclren of Chutra Mull Seth, 
os prescribed conditionally by your letter under date the 10th of September. 

12. The questions submitted for consideration with a reference to all that has 
been stated are briefly the following : First, whether or not any arrangement 
with the Vizier on the basis of a dereliction by our Government of the right and 
duty of administering to the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan, in pursuance of 
the terms of his will, can be deemed to be just or adtnissable, w'ith a view to his 
Excellency’s satisfaction ? And, secondly, as to the terms of that arrangement, 
wlietlier the payment of the estimated value of the whole of the deceased’s pro- 
j>erty by the Vizier into the Honourable Company’s treasury, for tijc purpose of 
being vested in our funds, should form the condition of my surrender of the pro- 
perty, or an obligation on the part of the Vizier for the payment of the monthly 
provisions assigned by Tuhseen in liis will, including a pension to the wi<low and 
grand-children of Chutra MuH to the extent of the residue of the estate, under 
the guarantee of the British Government, should he received from his Excellency, 
as an equivalent for tlie immediate payment of the money into the Honourable 
Company’s treasury ? 

13. I take this opportunity of reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that his Excellency the Vizier has hitherto shewn no inclination 
whatever to depart from the assurances which W’cre conveyed by his letter to the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Miuto, with a reference to the subject of reform j 
and, on the contrary, that the preliminary measures towards a settlement of the 
lain) revenue of Oucle on fair and moderate terms for a period of three years, are 
in a train of immediate adoption w'ith my concurrence and advice. His Excellen- 
cy’s confidential minister, Race Dya-Krislicn, w'ho is the principal revenue officer 
of his Government, and has been long at the head of that department, is in 
occasional attendance on me for the purpose of receiving my instructions ; and 
the Vizier has repeatedly declared to me that my suggestions on the subject of 
tjie settlement, conve^’ed through the medium of Dya-Krishen, shall be carried 
into implicit effect. His Excellency, however, has on one or two occasions 
expressed to me his anxiety to receive a ratification by the Government of the 
assurance conveyed to him by me, that the exhibition of his revenue papers shall 
not be demanded by the Resident before the conclusion of the settlement, nor m 
any instance whatever save tliat of a requisition from his Excellency for llte aid 
of the British troops; and, witli the view of satisfying his Excellency’s mintlou 
this particular point, ns well as on otlier grounds of inore importance thati Utis, 
I suj^est that a reply to his Excellency’s letter of the 17th of October last Ire 
prepared and transmitted to his Excellency, at as early a period as may be 
practicable. 

I have, &r« . * 

! Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailme, 


Bengal Political 
Coiiiultations. 
'31 Dec. 1813. 

Letter 

from Ue«siclent at 
Lucknow. 



566 


o¥DE papers: 


evgal Politic^ 
ConsaltationR, 
31 Dec. 181S. 

Letter 

irom the Vieier. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 5th of November 18M.> 

1 have perused the copies which you sent to me of the late Mohummud 
Tuhseen Alee Khan's arzees regarding the disposal of his property by will, and 
the translations of the instructions of Government on that subject, and although 
I be {particularly desirous to avoid all manner of altercation with you, yet 
necessity compete me to state to you the following circumstances and facts. 


It is an established custom in Hindoostan from time immemorial, that the 
property and effects of every description possessed by slaves should at their 
death revert to their master, whose property they were while alive. By this 
rule it is obvious that ail the property appertaining to the late Tuhseen Alee 
Khan undoubtedly and unquestionably belongs to me, and the British Govern- 
ment itself acknowledged my right to this property by its decision in the case of 
Mohummud Almass Alee Khan, which is exactly similar to the present; or if 
there be any difference, the latter is more in my favour. Besides, it is generally 
known that the whole of my jewels, wardrobe, armoury, library, farm-yards, ruih 
hhana (bullock carriages), furiash khana (camp equipage), and in short all my 
establishments and property of every description, as well as those of my ancestors 
and predecessors during four generations, were entrusted to the care of Tuli- 
seen. Any property which he might have considered his own, as accumulated in 
the service of this Government, was kept with my other property, the lists and 
inventories of which remained in his constant possession, so that any dispo- 
sition which he could by will make of a part must be illegal and invalid from 
this confusion. Moreover, the disposition of property by will, and the assign- 
ment of money for post-obitual purposes, as a measure prescribed by divine 
law, can never be proper by a slave, without obtaining his master’s consent 
and approbation. If Tuhseen Alee Khan wished to dispose of the property 
which he had saved in my service by will, he should have informed me of his 
intention, and after obtaining my consent he might then have bestowed his 
property in any manner he pleased, and there would have been no occasion for 
secrecy. Besides, the fact of his having been intrusted with the care of my 
property being incontestible, it behoved him to get a written acquittance in 
the first instance from me. God knows that he has frequently declared in my 
presence that every thing he possessed was mine ; that he was my slave, and his 
life and property were at my disposal ; and even in the arzees which accom- 
panied his will, or in that instrument itself, he does not attempt to deny that he 
was my slave, had the superintendence of my household establishments, and was 
responsible for the charge of my property. 


On the occasion of your taking leave of me, preparatory to your departure 
for Fyzabad, yon assured and satisfied roe that my just interests and rights 
with regard to the Begum’s property should not be neglected nor infringed ; 
and under what plea can you now suggest the violation of my right to the 
property of Tuhseen ? 

You also told me that the disturbances and vexatious discussions which had 
arisen regarding the khoord muhl proceeded solely from my omitting to con- 
sult you and to follow your advice on that occasion ; yet I have paid the most 
implicit attention to all your suggestions regarding Tuhseen, and have not 
deviated from them in the smallest degree, relying on your assurance that 
every thing done with your concurrence must necessarily tend to my advantage, 
and that no bad eflects could result to me from following your friendly advice. 
You even said that you had written to the Government on the subject, and 
expected a favourable answer. Under these circumstances, it is a natural 
cause of surprize that an aflair which has been conducted uniformly with your 
advice and concurrence should terminate so contrary to my views. 

You requested me on a former occasion to remove whatever properly of 
mine might be in the Khan’s house in the punj mUhlOt or to appoint a ^rson 
to |)oint out the articles which belonged to me, in order that they mi|^t be 
lemoved to the Presence; but as the whole of the property was mine, l 
declined a compliance with your suggestiosu 
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'Th^ chiidran of Chutrft Mat! Seth are Hindoos, and cannot, by any law, 
inherit the propeity of Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan, a Mussulman : and 
ihdependaiitfy of this consideration, the deceased left so much property in 
their hands, that they can never possibly be in want nor need any further 
provision. 

You told me, that if I gave my cordial consent to the reform and adjusted 
the claims of Hoosein Alee Khan and Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, there 
Could be no further dispute between us ; and now that I have settled all these 
matters to your satisfaction, the succession to the Khan’s property is « new 
source of contention. 

The erection a monument to his memory, and the other, arrangements 
proposed in his will, are all in direct opposition to the laws of our holy religion, 
and can never conduce to his happiness in the other world. As the object of 
all testamentary arrangements should be the testator’s happiness in a future 
state, those arrangements should be conducted in such a manner as may tend 
to Tuhseen’s eternal liappiness, by according with the dictates of the law. 

The erection of a monument to his memory, and the performance of the 
customary prayers for the repose of his soul, should, therefore, be left to my 
discretion ; and all the servants of the deceased should hereafter serve me as 
they served him, and trust to ray generosity to provide for them ; in which 
case a provision may be made : while, on the other hand, by the execution of 
Tuhseen’s purposes as prescribed by his will, no possible advantage can arise, 
save the loss of my property and infraction of my rights, to be publicly pro- 
claimed to the whole world, and thus to encourage my other servants in similar 
practices. Such a proceeding can never obviously conduce to the Khan’s hap- 
piness in the next world, but must inevitably tend to his condemnation. 

1 enclose a statement of the t&v^eer (surplus) arising from the yearly stipend 
assigned for the support of my brother’s, the late Nawaub Asu^od-Dowlah’s 
women, &c. ; and you will perceive that the whole of it is no more than sufficient 
to defray the expenses of funerals and the repairs of the buildings ; so that, in 
fact, the Nazir’s wages, and that of the other servants and the guards, is a sepa- 
rate charge on the Government : nevertheless you may dispose of the towfeer 
as you think proper. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 

Resident. 


Offkkit Note transmitted to His Excellency the Vizier, the SOth November 1813. 

I have had the honour of receiving the paper containing your Excellency’s 
sentiments and wishes with regard to the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, which would 
seem to have been prepared by your Excellency as an answer to the instruc- 
tions of Goveinmeiit, translations of which were submitted to you on the 30th 
ultimo. 

The remark with which yqur Excellency sets out in this paper, namely, that 
of your general aversion to dispute, and the necessity of your agitating this 
question, is peculiarly applicable to the whole of my official proceedings with 
reference to your Excellency’s person and Government ; and in no instance 
more so than in the present. I beg your Excellency to reflect, that the positive 
orders of the Government for my administering to the property of Tuhspea 
Aleie Khan and carrying the purposes of his will into effect, have been acfualfy 
now in my possession for a period of several months ; and that the delay in 
obeying those orders, for which 1 am responsible to the Government, codfd 
have no other oliject in the world than the conciliation of your Excellency’s 
mhidk by awaiting a favourable opportunity of bringing the circumstonoes 
under, your consideration, in the hope of convincing your judgment of the 
'Wisdom’ mid justico of the measures which 1 had been instructed to adopt, and 
of inducing your cheerful piurticips^on ; in. m a view to 

ivomotie your reputation. The execution of the orders referred to by the 

•y r ^ c„i.. 


Bengal Political 
CoriaallafRmas 
81 Dec. 18i3. 

Letter 

from the Vizier. 


Letter 

from Hesident at 
Lucknow. 



558 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal PditicSl sale of the effects of the deceased, in pursuance of the terms of his wili^ was 
Consultationa, at all times completely in my power. Had I done so on receiving my instructions, 
approbation of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
LettCT was insured to me, as your Excellency has seen j and the reputation of the 
fiom Resident at British Government, as well as my own, for a due attention to the claims of 
Lucknow. our faithful dependants, might thus have been established for ever, without any 
participation by your Excellency, and to your prejudice in the eyes of the 
world ; so that the pains which 1 thought proper to take in translating the 
instructions of the Government, and in reading and presenting them to your 
Excellency, with a view to your participation in the humane and benevolent 
purposes which they prescribe, should in justice have obtained for me the 
gratifying tribute of your Excellency’s approbation of my conduct, and have 
induced your ready acquiescence in those purposes, without any dist^reeable 
discussion, far less altercation or dispute. Yet as your Excellency has been 
pleased to overlook those friendly and conciliatory exertions, and to insist on 
the agitation of the question in a manner which I was so anxious to avoid ; it 
has now become my indispensable duty to answer your Excellency’s objec- 
tions, and to maintain both the justice and expediency of the measures deter- 
mined on by the Government to your Excellency’s thorough conviction, before 
I proceed to the execution of those measures. 

And, first, with regard to your Excellency’s remark, that “ it is an esta- 
“ blished custom of Hindoostan to confiscate the property of slaves,” &c. I 
submit with confidence to your Excellency, that the slavery of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, as a Mussulman eunuch, cannot be legally established ; and I presume 
to call on your Excellency’s law-officers for the grounds of their decision to 
the contrary, if any of them will venture to pronounce it. That the deceased 
was constantly in the habit of calling himself your Excellency’s slave, and 
referring to your sovereign right over his life and property, as is stated in 
another part of your remarks, 1 am perfectly ready to admit ; and so indeed 
is the fact with regard to every servant and subject of your Excellency’s 
Government ; nay, to your children and nearest relations, and to those of every 
other prince and chieftain of Hindoostan : but that a declaration or confes- 
sion of this nature should be received as establishing slavery, is an inference 
not to be admitted. And if your Excellency’s anxiety to appropriate the 
effects of Mohumraud Tuhseen Alee Khan be founded merely on your peculiar 
deference for the ancient customs of Hindoostan, and the practice of its 
princes and rulers, I take the liberty of begging you to consider, that the 
wisest and best of those princes liave more frequently remitted the forfeiture 
in favour of the heirs of their servants, than exacted it for their personal benefit ; 
and, consequently, that as your Excellency has already exerted the privilege 
and followed the practice of your ancestors, in resuming the jagier of the 
deceased, your gracious remission of the trifling remainder of the forfeiture, 
allowing it to be legal and just, and your bestowing it on his relations and 
dependants, can have no other possible effect than that of promoting your own 
reputation, and gratifying your best friends, the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council and myself. 

With reference to your Excellency’s argument deduced from the decision 
of our Government in the case of Almass Alee Khan, I must beg your 
Excellency to recollect that the ground of the decision in that case was in ho 
degree connected with the idea of Almass Alee Khan being your Excellency’s 
slave: an assertion which I uniformly .resisted, and proved to your Excellency 
to be groundless, on the authority of the Mussulman law. Yoiir Exceltency 
succeded to the property of Almass Alee Khan as being that of a person 
intestate, who had no legal heir nor successor. If Almass had disposed of his 
’ property by will, and as a dependant of the British Government bad commu- 

nicated that disposition to me, I should unquestionably have thought it my 
cluty to recommend to your Excellency those measures which I urge to you 
in the case of Tuhseen ; and the sentiments and instructions of the Government 
on the occasion of the death of Almass were explicit, as to the great impropriety 
of your Excellency’s endeavouring to wrest from the servants or dependants of 
that Aumil anv part of the money or property which he was supposed to riave 

‘ ‘ bestowed 



OUDE PAPERS. 


ssd 


bestowed on them in his life-time; thus clearly authorizing the inference^ that Bengal Political 
a testamentary disposition of that property would have been considered by the 
British Government in the same light in which the will of Tuhseen has been 
viewed. And, indeed, the degree of authority and power which were exercised Letter 
by Almass in his life-tittte, with your Excellency’s sanction and concurrence, from Resident at 
to an extent which induced the validity of the sunnuds of that Aumil for Lucknow, 
rent-free lands to a number of your subordinate subjects, was so obviously and 
totally inconsistent with the legal condition of a slave, that the assertion of 
such a right by your Excellency to invalidate the acts of Almass witn regard to 
his personal property, could never on any plausible ground be admitted. Tlie 
gifts and grants of Almass Alee Khan in his life-time were accordingly supported 
by our Government to the utmost possible extent, by an earnest recommenda- 
tion to your Excellency to abstain from molesting his dependants on account 
of the property bestowed on them ; and the remaining property of Almass was 
assumed and appropriated by your Excellency with the ready consent of our 
Government, on no other ground in the world than that of his dying intestate 
without any lawful heir. On the same principle exactly, but tvith the additional 
legitimate motive of the superior claims of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the decided in- 
terference of our Government in favour of his relations and dependants, the will 
of this person has been supported ; and I have been instructed to execute, if it be 
possible with your Excellency’s concurrence, the benevolent purposes of 
this will. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to assert, that it is “ generally known 
“ to the world that your Excellency’s valuable jewels, your wardrobe, armoury, 

" &C. were entrusted to the charge of Tuhseen, and that the admixture or 
“ confusion of the personal effects of the deceased with the public property 
“ of your Government should legally invalidate his will.” Yet your Excel- 
lency cannot have forgotten, that the dismission of Tuhseen Alee Khan from 
every office of the smallest importance which he formerly held, save the 
superintendence of the bullock-sheds and camp equipage, with the nuzarut of 
your Excellency’s muhl and the khoord muhls of your father and brother, 
had but recently taken place at the period of my arrival at your Excellency’s 
Court : that shortly after my arrival, and to my great concern and regret, this 
faithful and meritorious servant was superseded in the charge of your Excel- 
lency's muhl by Hoshtnund, and that the superintendence of the bullocks and 
comp equipage became a lal)our without any charge or re.sponsibility, from 
which Tuhseen was most anxious to be relieved. If any part of your 
Excellency’s property had remained in the charge of Tuhseen on those occa- 
sions, is it possible, I respectfully inquire, that among the various complaints 
and accusations on other grounds which your Excellency was then daily 
conveying to me, the charge of embezzlement or of a breach of trust should 
never have been mentioned nor tliought of? Independently of the character 
of Tuhseen, which for scrupulous honesty and integrity was never, I am 
confident, surpassed in the person of any one of your Excellency’s servants, I 
am fully justified in asserting, tluit if the smallest suspicion of his retaining any 
part of your Excellency's property, or confusing it with his own, had ever 
entered into your Excellency’s mind, it must have been eagerly communicated 
to me, as a ground of accusation against a person who had uniformly laboured 
under your displeasure. An imputation, therefore, of this nature, after his 
death, can surely never be considerefi by your Excellency as a fair ground 
for invalidating his will ; and, in addition to this argument, I submit that 
your Excellency's repeated refusal to comply Avith my suggestion of the 
appointment of a person to examine the effects of the deceased and challenge 
your Excellency’s property, is a fair ground for my inferring your original 
conviction that no charge of embezzlement could be proved. But admitting 
the suspicion to remain, the opportunity of proving or removing it is still 
reserved to your Excellency, for the whole of the effects of the deceased are 
exactly in the same situation as they were at the moment of his death, 
under the charge of the Company's sepoys : nay, his books of accounts 
and their vouchers, every paper belonging to the deceased, are ready for 
inspection by your Excellency, or by a person to be appointed for that 
purpose, whenever you tliink proper to appoint one. 


In 
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^ogal Political In reply to your Excellency's remark, that “ the te&tamentary. dispOBition of 
** property by a slave can never be proper without the consent of his master, 
'' that Tuhseen Alee Khan sliould have apprized you of his intention, and that 

there was no occaMon for secrecy, &c.” 1 have already submitted my opinion, 
that Tuhseen Alee Khan cannot be legally considered as a slave. The declaration 
i^ucKiww. Qf jjjg intentions regarding his property to your Excellency might have been pro- 
per and becoming I admit, and would in all probability have been made, but 
for the natural diffidence which was created ki the mind of the deceased by your 
Excellency’s constant displeasure. But 1 see no reason whatever to infer any 
pmrticujar anxiety in the deceased to conceal his intentions from your Excellency ; 
and, on the contrary, the whole of his proceedings for a considerable time before 
his death tend to establish an opposite opinion. The pi-eparation of his will and 
letter to my address, as well as of his arzee to the Governor-General, must have 
occupied a considerable time. While these documents were preparing, bis ser- 
vants were employed by bis orders in collecting his pr<^rty into one place, the 
house which he occupied, and making inventories of all his effects. Those 
measures were executed in open day, and in the presence of your Excellency’s 
Hurkarrns, in constant attendance on Tuhseen, and inquisitive regarding his pro- 
ceedings to a degree which he frequently complained of. Whmi those measures 
were carried into effect, Tuhseen solicited a visit from Doctor Wilson, as an old 
and respected friend, to be a witness of the execution of his will, and to attest its 
authenticity tu me. This visit was particularly public, and every circumstance 
which attended it must doubtless have been reported to your Excellency on the 
day on which it took place, as indeed it appears to me to have been so intended 
by the testator ; and, consequently, although in fact the concealment of a will 
be no objection to its validity, but, on the contrary, in ordinary cases, tends 
rather to confirm it, as a proof of the testator’s complete possession of his intel- 
lects at the time of making his will ; (for few persons of sound judgment reveal 
such purposes in their life-time, aware of the confusion which may arise from 
their intentions being published prematurely) ; yet even this objection being 
obviated in the mind or Tuhseen, by a consideration of the justice and power of 
the Government to which his will was entrusted, there was obviously no motive 
for concealment on his part, nor was any secrecy observed. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that he should have obtained a 
written acquittance from you, or should have ‘stated explicitly in his will and in 
the arzees which accompanied it, that he was not your Excellency’s slave, nor 
responsible for any of your property, 1 submit that declarations to this effect in 
a will are equally uncommon and superfiuous. 

The testator was conscious of his title to dispose of his property by will, and 
unaware of any legal objection to that title, and committing the execution of his 
will to the care of the British Government, who had constantly mediated 
between your Excellency and him by your mutual desire, he confided in the 
wisdom and justice of that Government for removing every objection that might 
eventually be offered by your Excellency to the disposition which he had made 
of his property. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to allude, on the present occasion, to aa 
assurance which I submitted to your Excellency at the time of my departure to 
Fyzabad, and which I have great pleasure in repeating and confirming on this 
occasion. The preservation of your Excellency’s just rights has never been 
neglected by the British Government, nor has that Government ever been 
accessary to your loss. If the property left by Tuhseen Alee Khan could, 
considered to belong to your Excellency, I should surrender it without any hesi- 
tation, and should seek such provision from your bounty for the indigent 
dependants of the deceased, on another obvious ground, as conducive to your 
Excellency’s reputation. But considering the effects of Tuhseen as entirely; 
at his own disposal by law, and considering himself and his relations to be 
justly and eminently entitled to the support and protection of onr Govemmenit, I 
am bound in the discharge of my duty to accomplish the purposes of bis W1I4 and 
secure to his relations what he bequeathed to them. 

Your Excellency has next been pleased to compare the prewnt discussion 
with that vexatious and unhappy altercation which arose r^rdingtliekhoord 

muhl, 
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inuhl, and to’express your surprise and concern at the termination, coritrary to 
your views of a question on which you asked my advice, and complied implicitly 
with my suggestions. The obligation on your Excellency to seek the advice 
of our Government, and the advantage which must ever arise to you from a cor- 
dial acquiescence in its counsels, are in my judgment peculiarly exemptihed by 
the case of Tuhseen Alee Khan. The connexion of that person with the British 
Government and his claims on its protection, were such that any attempt or 
intention on the part of your Excellency to act with a reference to him, inde- 
pendently of my friendly advice, would have argued an unfriendly disposition 
towards the Government, and must have occasioned a most urgent remonstrance 
on my part, which would have been unpleasant to your Excellency’s feelings. 
Had I, even, imdereliction of my duty, refrained from remonstrating on that 
occasion, and your Excellency had taken possesssion of the property, the ques- 
tion of right would not have been affected by that measure, and the final instruc- 
tions of the Government must still have been executed by me in a manner dis- 
tressing to my mind, because unpleasant to your Excellency’s feelings, by my 
reclaiming the property from your Excellency, to be disposed of in the terms of 
the will. Let me beg of your Excellency to consider the circumstances that 
must necessarily have attended such an issue of the question as this, and the 
manner in which those unhappy consequences have been avoided ; the advan-- 
tage of your concurrence with me, and of your compliance with my respectful 
and friendly suggestions on this as on every other occasion will then be suffi- 
ciently apparent. The result of tlie present discussion, whatever it may be, can 
never interrupt the harmony which subsists between the two States ; and the 
measures to be ultimately adopted must appear to your Excellency’s subjects, as 
I trust they will actually prove, to be executed by mutual consent for the 
advancement of your Excellency’s reputation. 

Your Excellency’s allusion to my request of the nomination of a person to 
examine the effects of the deceased, and to reclaim the public property of your 
Government, has been already satisfactorily explained. I repeat my readiness to 
give up every article which your Excellency may claim, without any other de- 
monstration of your right to it than your Excellency’s verbal assurance. 

I acknowledge the truth of your remark, that the children of Chutra Mull 
Seth, as Hindoos, cannot be the heirs of a Mussulman ; but the answer to' this 
remark, in as far as your Excellency is concerned, has been given in a satisfac- 
tory manner by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, in his 
Lordship’s instructions to me already submitted to your Excellency. The right 
of inheritance in those orphans has never been alleged by the Government ; but 
their claim, on the ground of humanity and of the faithful services of Tuhseen, 
to the trifling residue of his effects bequeathed to them by the terms of his will, 
is distinct from the right of inheritance, and has been urged to your Excellency, 
on principles the justice of which must be admitted, because they are not inju- 
rious to the rights of any preferable claimant. 

Your Excellency has recalled to my mind an observation which I had the 
honour of submitting to you during our discussion of the question of reform, and 
of the claims of Hoosein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee, namely, that the satis- 
factoiy adjustment of those questions would relieve your Excellency’s mind 
from the pain of altercation with our Government, and would put an end to all 
dispute and contention between your Excellency and me. Such, indeed, was the 
ardent wish of my heart, and my reasonable expectation at the time, and still 
continues to be so. I consider the present question, though unnecessaril}’' agi- 
tated by your Excellency, to be one which you will never allow to interrupt the 
harmony between us. 

Your Excellency’s inference, however, from the observation above quoted on 
my part, would seem to require some comment. If your Excellency has been 
pleased to infer, that with the happy a(|justment of those questions the right and 
duty of the British Government to take a friendly interest in your Excellency’s 
concerns were to cease, and that no measure of your Government should in future 
form the sutgect of remonstrance or advice, this surely is an inference which no 
remark of mine could give ground for. The expectation which I naturally 

7 D formed. 


Bengal Pplitica * 
Consultatiohi, 
31 Dec. 1818. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow* 



OUDE PAPERS. 


stk 

formed, and on "which I dwelt with such eagerness to your Excellency, was this : 
that the happy result of those discussions which had lasted for so many years, 
to your Excellency’s constant uneasiness, embittering, as you were pleased to 
admit, every comfort and enjoyment of your life, would of necessity tend to 
impress you with a due sense of the propriety, as well as the importance to your 
happiness and the general prosperity of your concerns, of receiving the advice 
of our Government in the spirit which dictated that advice, with ready and 
cheerful acquiescence, and preventing the recurrence of disputes which could 
operate only to your Excellency's prejudice, since the real object of our advice 
could be no other than your advantage. My remarks to your Excellency on 
the occasion above referred to had obviously this, and this alone, for their mo> 
tive ; and it could never have entered into my contemplation that your Excel- 
lency should use those remarks to oppose the right of the British Government to 
interfere in a matter of so little importance abstractedly, and yet so essential to 
your Excellency’s reputation, as the execution of the will of Tuhseen. 

Your Excellency’s apprehension of the evil consequences in a future state to 
the testator from the due execution of his will, is a subject on which I am not 
qualified to enlarge : yet those consequences may with confidence be committed 
to the judgment of a benevolent Creator, who pardons the errors of his crea- 
tures, when the motives of their conduct are just ; since there appears to be no 
injustice in the disposition which Tuhseen Alee Khan has made of his property, 
bestowing it on his needy relations and a few of his most faithful domestics, 
who continued attached to him until death. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that the erection of a 
monument over the deceased, and the other provisions of his will, should be 
left to your Excellency’s discretion, that his servants should trust to your 

f enerosity, and in this case a provision might be rnade for them: if your 
Excellency will be pleased to detail the arrangements which you may feel 
disposed to substitute for the execution of the will of [the deceased, I shall 
be happy to take them into consideration, and submit my sentiments in reply. 

Of the injurious effects to your Excellency of the ratification of the will of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan, by its becoming generally known to the world, and 
encouraging similar practices in others, I confess that I am totally unaware. If 
your Excellency has been led to apprehend that the interference of the British 
Government on this occasion is intended to form a precedent for the general 
support of your servants and subjects in the disposition of their property by 
will, or for suspending the right to escheat as the privilege of Indian princes, I 
have no hesitation in assuring you that the appreiiension is totally groundless. 
The practice of confiscating the property of public servants at their death, and 
reducing their posterity to beggary, is one, I am free to admit, that can never 
be approved by our Government, because contrary to its fundamental principles. 
Yet your Excellency must be perfectly aware, that various instances of it have 
occurred in this country since I had the honour of residing at your Excellency’s 
Court, without any interference on my part : more particularly the case of 
Button Chund, your Excellency’s most favourite and confidential minister, 
which is universally known throughout India ; as also the case of Almass Alee 
Khan, whose property your Excellency possesses; and even the case under 
discussion : for your Excellency’s resumption of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s ja^ier 
has proceeded with my perfect concurrence. In short, the privilege of resuming 
and appropriating the jagiers and effects of your Excellency's subjects and 
servants has never been opposed by our Government, and has been exerted in 
the case of Tuhseen ; and the only point in discussion between your Excellency 
and the British Government, with a reference to this faithful and meritorious 
servant, is, whether your Excellency should retain or give up to his indigent 
relations and dependants a few houses of inconsiderable value, and other trifling 
effects, in compliance with the earnest recommendation of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor- General in Council, your Excellency’s best friend, who can 
have no other interest in this advice than a genuine regard for your reputation. 

I have examined the statement of the alIow9,Dce8 of the khoord mubl of 
Asuf-ood-Dowlab, and compared it with a former statement delivered to me by 

Tuhseen 
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Tuh$een Alee Kiian. The latter exhibits a towfeer or saving from the general Bmgal Politiea 
amount, by the death of a number of the women, to the extent of 1,758 rupees «! ii****n^’ 

per mensem, instead of 331, as explained by your Excellency ; and the applies- I>«^818. 
tion of the above-mentioned sum to increase the provisions of the survivors 
would put a stop to the clamour of those women, and relieve your Excellency's 
mind, as well as conduce to your reputation. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillir, 

Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1 . In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the < 23 d ultimo, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of his Lordship 
in Council, the annexed translation of a paper which 1 have received from 
his Excellency the Vizier, in reply to my official note regarding the property 
of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, transmitted to his Excellency on the 20th 
ultimo. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknovr. 


2. This paper is by no means satisfactory. It affords the hope of a precarious 
provision for the servants and dependants of Tuhseen, but takes no notice what- 
ever of the grandchildren of Chutra Mull Seth, to whom the residue of the 
property was bequeathed, and who were the natural objects of the peculiar regard 
and anxiety of the deceased, as explicitly referred to in his will, and in his arzee 
to the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 

3. I submit for the consideration of the Government, in the case of its being 
ultimately thought advisable to gratify the mind of the Vizier by surrendering 
the property of Tuhseen to him on certain indispensable conditions, that a direct 
address from the Right Honourable the Governor-General to his Excellency, 
recommending the grandchildren of Chutra Mull to his particular favour and 
generosity, might be attended with beneficial effects ; and further, in the case 
of the final resolution of the Government to support the provisions of the will, 
as originally and justly decided on, that a direct communication of this design 
from the head of the Government to the Vizier would, in all probability, pre- 
clude any further opposition or vexatious objection on his part to the measures 
which I am instructed to adopt. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2d December 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 30th November, 1813.) Letter 

from the Vizier. 

I have perused the paper of remarks which you sent to me in answer to ray 
communication regarding the property left by the late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 

In that paper it is stated, that when I detail the arrangements which I 
propose as a substitute for the execution of the will, you will consider them 
and submit a reply. Having full confidence in your friendship, I convey my 
wishes on that point explicitly as follows. Let the whole and every part of 
the Khan’s effects be made over tome, and remain with my Government,to 
which they belong. I shall give orders for building a monument, in sucha 
manner as to tend to the happiness of the deceased ; and the monthly allow- 
ances of his servants shall also be established, and their attendance shall only 
be occasionally required. In this manner my just rights will be preserved, 
and the deceased will be saved from the punishment in a future state of defeating 
the just rights and exciting the displeasure of his sovereign : because thus 
the affairs connected with his demise will be settled to my satisfaction, which 
must conduce to his' happiness hereafter j whereas, otherwise, which God 
forbid, it must be otherwise. 1 refrain from replying to the other parts of 

your 
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* 

Ordered, That a letter be prepared in the office of the Persian Secretary, 
to the address of the Nawaub Vizier, in conformity to the terms of the follow- 
ing draft, and forwarded to the Resident at Lucknow, to be by him presented 
to his Excellency. 


your note, because it could only produce altercation, which l am ever disposed 
to avoid. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baiixie, 

Resident. 


Letter from To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 31st December 1813.) 

Govcmor-Gcncral. 

The Resident at your Excellency’s Court has communicated to me the 
result of his application to your Excellency on the subject of the will of your 
late faithful servant, Tuhseen Alee Khan, whose extraordinary claims to your 
Excellency’s regard and favour, and to the consideration of the British 
Government as tiie intimate friend and ally of your house, it is unnecessary for 
me to dwell upon. 

I will frankly avow to your Excellency, that your prompt and liberal ac- 
quiescence in the wishes of the British Government regarding the provisions 
of Tuhseen Alee Khan would not only have been highly gratifying to me, 
but would in my opinion have reflected honour on your Excellency’s govern- 
ment and name. But as your Excellency entertains a different opinion, and 
the arguments and representations of Major Baillie have not produced that 
conviction on your Excellency’s mind which was to be hoped, and as the 
maintenance of the family and dependants of Tuhseen Alee Khan may be 
equally provided for in a manner which cannot possibly appear to your 
Excellency to involve the objection which you state to the recognition of 
his will, the original proposition will, in deference to your Excellency, be 
withdrawn. 

This resolution which originates in a proposition submitted to roe by Major 
Baillie, has been adopted in the persuasion, and indeed with the full convic- 
tion, that your Excellency will feel it becoming your dignity, your justice, and 
your character for generosity, to settle on the grand-children of Cbutra Mull 
•Seth a provision adequate to their maintenance, and grant suitable allowances 
to the servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan, mentioned by name in his will. 

By this arrangemnnt, without the hazard of any sacriflee of your authority, 
such as you apprehehend would result from permitting Tuhseen Alee Khan’s 
will to be carried into effect, your Excellency will enjoy the gratification of 
rewarding in some degree the services of a zealous and faithful officer, com- 
bined with all the credit resulting from such an act, and will promote the 
satisfaction of the British Government. 


I refer your Excellency for more detailed communication of my sentiments 
to Major Baillie. 


A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to Government. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing draft of a letter to the' Nawaub 
Vizier be transmitted to the Resident at Lucknow, together with the following 
letter. 


r.ctter 

from Secretary (o 
Government. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

i. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 23d 
ultimo, and 2d instant, reporting your proceedings, under the instructions of 
the Governor-General in Council, relative to the will of the late Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, and to communicate to you .the following observations and insti’uctions 
in reply. 

2. Before 
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a. Before I enter on that subject, however, I am directed to advert to' a BeiwU TWkitel 
general principle which apppears to his Lordship in Council to be peculiarly 
applicable to the state of our connection with the Vizier, and to the nature 
of the ordinary topics of negotiation between the British Government 
and that Prince, and which has materially influenced the deliberations of his from si-cr^ry to 
Lordship in Council on the present question. It is, indeed, too obvious, his Government. 
Lordship in Council observes, to require to be stated as a formal proposition, 
that the success of our negotiations with the Vizier, as well as witli any other 
prince or State, will be best promoted by abstaining from the agitation of 
questions of minor consideration leading to no important results, but calcu- 
lated to produce irritation and dissatisfaction in the mind of the opposite party,, 
the effect of which must be to weaken and exhaust that influence which should 
be reserved unimpaired for objects of higher moment, and to expose to the 
hazard of failure, or at least to interruption and counteraction, the accomplish- 
ment of our views in affairs of real consequence. 

S. The Governor-General in Council does not see any reason to apprehend 
that our influence in the Vizier’s administration will be impaired, by yielding 
to his prejudices and prepossessions on points on which we are not required 
nor entitled to oppose them, and which do not involve any essential interest 
of either State, while we steadily and firmly maintain our right of interference in 
those which do. On the contrary, his Lordship in Council is disposed to believe, 
that by avoiding such discussions, or by judicious and well-timed concessions in 
points of the former description, and reserving the language and tone of urgent 
remonstrance and demand for occasions more suited to their employment, 
we shall be the better able to carry those measures in which our decided inter- 
position is required by the urgency of the case, and justified by the provisions 
of existing engagements. 

4. The instructions which 1 am about to convey to you are framed with 
reference to the principles Isere stated ; and the Governor-General in Council 
confidently trusts that the course of proceeding intended to be pursued in the 
case of Tuhsecn Alee Khan’s will, accompanied as it u ill be by the explicit decla- 
ration of the Governor-General’s sentiment.s on the question of reform, which 
his Lordship proposes to convey without delay to the Vizier, will tend to pro- 
mote rather than to retard the accomplishment of that salutary and important 
arrangement. 

5. I now proceed to the subject of your despatch above acknowledged. 

6 . The Governor-General in Council has perceived with concern, the deter- 
mined opposition of his Excellency the Vizier to the desire which you have con- 
veyed to bis Excellency, on the part of the British Government, to carry into 
eflect the provisions of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will, and considers the refusal of 
his Excellency to comply with the dying request of a person so long and faith- 
fully attached to his family, and to whose flnnness and integrity he is himself 
largely indebted for his succession to the musnud of Oude, to reflect discredit oa 
his Excellency's character. 

7. Whatever may be the sentiments of his Excellency in Council on this sub- 
ject,^ however, the decision of the British Government on a question involving 
the independent exercise of the rights of the Vizier over his own subjects and 
servants must be determined, not by the dictates of personal feeling, but by con- 
siderations of public equity and good faith. 

8. Entertaining the warmest sense of Tuhseen Alee Khan's merits and ser« 
vices, and of his attachment to both States, and convinced of the obligatioa 
imposed on the Vizier, by every principle of gratitude and honour, to fulfil the 
reasonable and just requests of the deceased, as w'ell as of the right and duty of 
this Government to urge it to the utmost extent compatible with*a due regard to. 
his Excellency’s right of final judgment in his own concerns, it still do« not 
appear to the Governor-General in Council that the British Governnient would 
he warranted, by the considerations above stated, in endeavouring tq carry this 
njeasure against the declared opposition of the Vizier, The duty of the British 
votternmtfnt is peifbrmtd by the sincere and zealous exertion of the influence 

7 E which 
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Bmgd ^ its relation with the Government of Ouiie' in favoor pf die 

family and dependants of Tuliseen ; but the intefference of the Brttisli Govern- 

1_- * ment must be bounded by these limits, and tbe Govemor-Geaeral in Council 

Letter cannot reconcile to his sense, cither of justice or expediency, tile prosecution of 
fr^ Secretarytd this demand to the consequences to which it would lead, if the principle of 
bovemment. unlimited interference were admitted. 

9. The reasoning which you have so ably employed to prove the right of 
Tuhseen Alee ^Khan to dispose of his personal property under the Mohummudan 
law, however justly used as an argument to influence the Vizier’s judgment, docs 
not, in the opinion of his Excellency in Council, supply the want of other grounds 
for the authoritative interference of the British Government in this particular 
case. 

10. Viewing the question in this light, and adverting also to the opinion 
expressed by you, that the cordial acquiescence of the Vizier can scarcely be 
looked for, his Lordship is compelled to relinquish the expectation of prevailing 
on the Vizier to leave the personal property of the deceased to be disposed of 
according to the terms of his will ; and it is accordingly the desire of his Lord* 
ship in Council that the property in question may be given up to the Vizier. 

1 1 . Although this proceeding seems to be unavoidable under the circumstances 
of the case, the Governor-General in Council is nevertheless desirous of pre- 
vailing on the Vizier, by friendly representation and earnest appeal to his humane 
and honourable feelings, to make a decent and proper provision for the grand- 
children of Chutra Mull Setli, and for the adherents and servants of Tushecn 
Alee Khan mentioned in his will. 

1 2. The Governor-General in Council trusts that a compromise on this principle 
may be effected without material dilflculty, as it will be free from the appearance 
of the objection wluch seems to form a principal difficulty with his Excellency, 
namely, that the execution of the will will publicly proclaim the violation of 
his rights, and encourage his other servants in similar practices. It is scarcely 
necessary to advert to the groundless nature of this objection, since tbe case of 
Tuhseen is singular, and it is morally impossible that a parallel one should arise 
in future. His Excellency’s reference to tbe Bbow Begum is entirely irrelevant, 
the situation and circumstances of her Highness having no analogy to that of 
Tuhseen, a menial servant of the Vizier and his predecessors ; you are accord- 
ingly desired to renew the negotiation on the basis above stated. 

IS. With a view to assist your representations, and to manifest the earnest 
desire of the Government to obtain from the Vizier’s justice and liberality a 
suitable provision for the family and dependants of his deceased servant, a letter 
will be addressed to his Excellency by the Governor-General, to the effect of the 
enclosed draft. 

14. Tbe resolution for withdrawing the proposition relative to Tuhseen Alee 
Khan’s will is stated to have originated in a position submitted by you, becau.se 
this declaration, while it is consistent with the fact, the measure having been 
suggested in the first instance by the tenor of tbe ninth and following paragraphs 
of your despatch of the 2Sd of November, will impress upon the Vizier’s mind 
the desirable conviction, that be owes this act of concession to the concurrence 
of your advice and recommendation with the sentiments and disposition of the - 
Governor-General in Council. It will be highly expedient that, by the tenor of 
your communications to the Vizier under the present instructions, you should 
countenance this belief. 

15. His Lordship has, you will observe, refrained from stating the precise 
extent of tbe provision to be made by his Excellency tbe Vizier, deeming it to 
be more consistent with the spirit of this proceeding and with respect for the 
Vizier, to leave the decision of this point to the unconstrained, dictates^ of his 
Excellency’s just and humane consideration of the case. At the same time, it 
will be proper that you should be prepared to meet any reference to you from 
the Vizier, with a recommendation that the provisions to bo made for the pei^ 
sons named in the will should be regulated as nearly as possible by the declared, 

wishes 



wishes pf the ^eeeaaecl, and tha^ the allowance to be assigned to the residuary 
legatees should be sufficient to n^intain them in ease and comfort. 

16 . The <3overnoriGeneral*8 letter to the Vizier will be transmitted to you by 
the Persian Secretaiy as soon as it can be prepared. 

17 . You will be pleased to combine with your negotiation of this afiair a 
renewal of your endeavours to obtain some melioration of the condition of the 
members of the khoord muhl of Asuf>ood-DowIah, whose situation was 
adverted to in the instructions of the Sd of September last, and which does not 
appear to have received that consideration which a feeling of humanity, equally 
with a jbst regard for his own reputation and the honour of his family demand. 
This is a subject on which it is obvious that your proceedings must be confined 
to representation and advice, which, liowever, you are authorized to offer in the 
name of the Governor-General in Council. 


Bengal Folitieisl 
ConsultaliowU;. 
81 Dec. IS18. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Fort-William, 

3 1 St December 1813. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The nth January \^\^. 

To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. I request the favour of your submitting to the Right Honourable the 
GovcrnorTGeneral in Council the enclosed copies of a correspondence which has 
recently passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, regarding the pay- 
ment and destribution of the |)ension assigned to Hoosein Alee Khan. 

2. It must be totally unnecessary to recall to his Lordship in Council’s recol- 
lection the original object of the discussion between the British Government and 
the Vizier, regarding the property t)f the late Hyder Beg Khan and the provision 
assigned to his family. This object was unquestionably, in the first instance, no 
other than the restitution by Akbur Alee Khan to his own legitimate brother of 
a share of the property of their father, which the former had unjustly appro- 
priated ; and on the failure of this primary object through the contumacy of 
Akbur Alee Khan and the undue influence of the Vizier, my negotiation with 
his Excellency was directed to the only alternative which remained for redressing 
the wrongs or Hoosein Alee Khan, by obtaining the restoration in his favour 
of the provision originally assigned for the support of the whole family, and 
resumed by his Excellency the Vizier. 

3. The partial success of my negotiation of this latter question, or the com- 
promise effected with the Vizier, could obviously, therefore, have reference, as 
its direct and immediate object, to the purpose only of securing a comfortable 
if not a liberal provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, combined with the means of 
subsistence, if procurable, for the other indigent branches of his family, to the 
manifest and necessary exclusion of Akbur Alee Khan, whose unjust and 
inhuman treatment of his younger legitimate brother had alone given rise to the 
discussion; and, indeed, at my conference with the Vizier, .when the grant of 
this pension was promised, I expressly declared to his Excellency that no part 
of the allowance should be considered as intended for Akbur Alec Khan, who 
had entirely forfeited his claim to the consideration or protection of our Govern- 
ment, and in whose behalf we should never interfere. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations^ 

7 Jan. 1814.. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow 


4 . Under this view of the question, which the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council will, I doubt not, consider to be just, it must excite his 
Lordship in Council’s surprise that his Excellency the Vizier should have, been 
induced, not only to combat the distribution which 1 proposed to be made, in 
conipliance with his Excellency’s desire, of the pension assigned to Hoosein 
Alee Khan, but to wilhliold the payment of the pension for a period of two 
months, with tl>c view of applying a part of it to the maintenance of the family 
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■eogatPdiiticia of Akbur Alee Kban. thus affording another uoequivoqd proof tbe un^ppy 
propension of bis mind to oppose the views of our Oov^nmont, and of hw bwa 
^V-.. to the side of injustice, which he has umformly supjpotted t^oughout tha course 
kacter of this long and vexatious discussion. 

It is a source of some consc^tion to me to add, that bis Excellency has 
been induced in the end to make payment of tire pension aiM^ed^ and in so 
far to withdraw his (^position to the arrangement which I had proposed to 
him on principles apparently unexceptionable, and in which he at first acqui- 
esced. Yet 1 shall not be enabled to consider the arrangement proposed a$< 
conclusive, nor to consign the amount of the pension, which is, pow depoifited 
in my treasury, to the hands of Hoosein Alee Khan, till I recelv| a commu- 
nication of the sentiments of the Right Honourable the Goveri^f^eneral in 
Council on the subject of this despatch, which 1 beg you to jpbtain and 
convey to me at as early a period as may be practicable. 

6. The Vizier has hitherto delayed to commence tlje measures of reform in 
the manner which I deemed it my duty to suggest to him, with a view to ensure 
their success, or to preclude his ascribing their failure to any radical defect in 
the system recommended by our Government for his adoption. His Excel- 
lency has also suspended or prevented the execution of his orders for the com- 
plete redress of the grievances of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, who has, 
however, resumed the possession of a part of his hereditary rights, aind I have 
some reason to hope for the gradual restoration of the whole of them. But 
my recent proceedings with a reference to this question, if necessary, and my 
proceedings and correspondence with the Vizier on the more important ques- 
tion of reform, shall form the subjects of a separate despatch to you in the 
course of a few days. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batllib, 

17th December 1813. Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknunr. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Sfith October 1813.) 

Keeping two objects in view, namely, the affluent circumstances of Hoosein 
Alee Khan during his father's life-time, and his numerous family, consisting 
of thirty sons and daughters, many of them arrived at the age of puberty 
and marriageable, besides a number of women who depend on him for their 
support, 1 submit for your Excellency’s consideration, that the provision 
assigned for his maintenance, and that of the other needy relations and depen- 
dants of the late Hyder Beg Khan, with the exception of Akbur Alee Khan 
and his family, be divided into two portions of 1,300 and 300 rupees ; the 
former of these sums, namely, an allowance of 1,500 rupees per mensem to 
be appropriated to the maintenance of Hoosein Alee Khan and his numerous 
ftraily ; and thougii this sum be by no means sufficient to maintain them in 
that degree of* ease and affluence to which they were accustomed in former 
times, it will supply every «eal want to them, and ufiurd roost of the comforts 
of life. 




On a nrinute enqutiy into the circumstances of the other surviving relations 
of the late Hyder Beg Khan, extending to the number of forty persons, as 
enumerated and dcKribed in the accompanying list, it appears that from a. 
pension of a lac of rupees per annum, originally assigned to the family under 
the management and control of Akbur Alee Khan, an nllowancp of only 
fifteen rupees per mensem was enjoyed by each of his brothers and sisters, the 
offspring of concubines or slaves, and a still smaller provision to their mothers 
and consequently it is obvious that a distribution of the remaining five hun- 
dred rupees of pension assigned by your Excellenfey amoiiig subordi- 
nate branches, will afford to each individual k far tiibiie llber^ l^rovtsion than 
tliey have ever hitherto eigoyed; 


Accordingly I submit to your Excellency a statemeot 

opuaed, which 1 trust that your Excellency will approves, and wbiiai a 

oiUtloll 
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doubt not, in that- event, will also be honoured by the approoetion of tlie 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council ; and considering this 
point to be settled, it only remains for your Excellency's liberality to deter- 
mine at what date the provision should commence. On this point I shall be 
totally silent, having full reliance on your Excellency’s bounty and generosity 
for the commencement of the allowance from such a period as may relieve 
Hoosein Alee Khan from his embarrassments, and also for your Excellency's 


remission (d* all former largesses to the Khan. 

Statement referred to in the foregoing. 

To the younger brothers, viz. 

Asghur Alee Khan, per mensem R upees 

Mehen Alee Khan US 

Ahmud Alee Khan 95 

Rumazan Alee Khan 95 

Moozuffer Alee Khan 95 

To children of Nawauz Alee Khan, deceased 90 

— 145 

To sisters, &c. 

Begum Jan per mensem ..\ Rupees 90 

Potie Begum 20 

Hoosmet-oon-Nissa Begum 20 

Vizier-oon-Nissa Begum 20 

Adiena Begum 20 

Koodrut-oon-Nissa Begum 20 

Hajee Begum 20 

Rumuzanee Begum 20 

Children of Hooseynie Begum, deceased 20 

— 180 
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Two nieces of the late Nawaub Hyder Beg Khan : 


Jungulee Khanum 15 

Beebee Murjid 15 


90 


To the subordinate wives and concubines of the late Nawaub ; 


1st class, five women. 

To Gorie Khanum 10 

Mali Khanum 9 

Purie Baee 9 

Begma - 9 

Misrte Khanum 9 

— 46 

Second class, seven women. 

Ullae Baee 7 

Mendhoo 7 

Ruttun Baee 7 

Musietee 7 

Mumoola Baee 7 

Juwaher Baee 7 

Goomanie, Gaeen (female singer) 7 

~ 49 

Third class, six women. 



Raj Baee 

Rumzanie, Gaeen 

Azeemen 

Ameerun 

Seedun, Negress. 
Sud Burg ........ 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


SO 


Carried forward 


480 



7 F 


Fourth 


' 5 ^ 



570 
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BcacalMUeal 
ConwlMebitt, 
7 J«t. in«. 


Brought forward 480 

Fourth claa% dva wonden. 

Amrut Baee 4 

Rungreae Baee • ••••••a •••»• at a-jatao »'•••• •••«•»•#» • a.« • ^ 

Gumaira, Gaeen 4 

Oojagur Baee 4 

Doordana * 4 

-- 20 


Total Rupeea 


Letter To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 9th December 1813 .) 

from Kesideut at 

Lucknow. A period of more than two months has elapsed since the happy adjustment 
of the disputed points between your Excellency and the British Government, 
one of which was the grant of an allowance to Hoosein Alee Khan ; and on this 
particular question 1 had the honour of addressing your Excellency separately, 
by a letter dated the 26th of October last, to which I have not yet been 
honoured with a reply ; and Hoosein Alee Khan being justly importunate with 
me on the subject of his allowance, 1 take the liberty of transmitting to your 
Excellency his receipt for two months' allowance, drawn up in the terms which 
1 suggested in my former letter, and which your Excellency verbally approved. 
The payment ol‘ the amount of this receipt will be esteemed as a particular 
favour. 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Letter From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 10th December 1813 .) 

from tlie Vizier. 

I have received two letters from you ; the first dated the 26th of October, 
conveying a statement of the proposed distribution of the monthly pension 
granted by me for the maintenance of Hoosein Alee Khan, the younger of the 
two legitimate sons, and the other needy relations and dependants of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan } and the second bearing date the 9th instant, containing 
receipts from Hoosein Alee Khan for two months’ pay, and requesting that the 
amount might be paid. 

The truth of the matter isr that in order to please you I granted this pension 
for the maintenance of all the children and grand -children, and other relations 
of the deceased, each of whom, the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan not 
excepted, should receive a part of the money ; for the relationship of these 
persons to the late Hyder Beg Khan cannot be denied, and they are needy, and 
helpless, and blameless. Their exclusion, therefore, from a share in this pro- 
vision seems to me to be totally without a cause ; and, further, they possess an 
equal right with the other descendants and needy relations of the deceased to a 
share of the compensation for the sayer and gardens of Gurethie. Let this 
matter also be arranged, and their shares of tiiat compensation be adjusted. 
The commencement of the pension is the same, of course, with the date of my 
letter on the subject to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, Elarl of 
Minto. a 


The receipts for the money are returned to you. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) 


J. Baiuub* 

fiendent. 


To 
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ToHw Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Utb December 1813). Bengal Political 

Comult^tionRy 

I have bad the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 10th 7Jwuii^i4. 

instant, and I am concerned to observe that your Excellency has been pleased to 

disapprove the distribution which I suggested to you of the provisbh assigned to Resident at 
HooseinAlee Khan and the other needy dependants of his father. The nature of the Lucknow, 
protracted discussions between the BritishGoVemment and your Excellency which 
led to the assignment of this provision, and the principle of the compromise which 
I agreed to with a view to your Excellency’s satisfaction, are too obvious to require 
explanation. The original claim of Hoosein Alee Khan against his elder brother 
Akbur Alee Khan, which g^ve rise to the discussion with your Excellency, was 
simply a demand of his own individual share of the property left by their father, 
to which none of the other children laid claim, nor were their names ever men- 
tioned in. the discussion ; and conscfluently it must be obvious to your Excellency 
that none of the descendants of Hyaer Beg Khan could be entitled, as a matter of 
right, to any share of the provision assigned, in compliance with the desire of 
our Government, for the maintenance of Hoosein Alee Khan : so that the portion 
of the allowance in question which is proposed to be given to them might be 
considered as a gratuitous concession on thepart of the British Government and of 
Hoosein Alee Khan for the maintenance of his indigent relations, from a fund 
which was exclusively his own ; since the original fund (or the maintenance of 
all the relations was not the amount of the compromise, but that of the provision 
compromised, namely, the sum of a lac of rupees per annum assigned by your 
Excellency’s predecessor for the support of the family of Hyder Beg at the 
instance of the Marquis Cornwallis. Had this provision been continued, every 
one of the relations of the deceased would doubtless have had a right to a share 
of it; but with regard to the amount of the present limited provision the case 
is obviously different : and independently of this remark, I must beg your Excel- 
lency to recollect, that subsequently to the transmission of my letter, which 
contained a statement of the distribution proposed, on my asking your Excel- 
lency personally whether you approved or disapproved of that statement, you 
were pleased to reply in these words, “ My business is merely to pay the money, 

“ and whatever you suggest I approve.’’ Your Excellency’s sentiments on tliat 
occasion were certainly d^ifferent from those which are conveyed in your letter 
before me, and it is a source of real disappointment to me to observe so material 
a change in your sentiments in so short a period of time. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that the wife and children of 
Akbur Alee Khan are pour, and needy, and blameless, it seems sufficient that 1 
recall to your Excellency’s recollection the proceedings of the Adawlut at 
Lucknow on the claim of Hoosein Alee Khan against his brother, in the 
course of which the defendant’s usurpation of the wliole of his father’s property 
was proved to your Excellency’s satisfaction ; thus precluding the belief of his 
poverty, which was subsequently rendered still more incredible by his voluntary 
offer to me of the sum of two lacs and a half of rupees in satisfaction of the 
claims of his brother, and more recently by the offer of a considerable sum of 
money by the wife of Akbur Alee Khan, with a view to lier husband’s enlarge- 
ment. How these several offers can be reconciled with a belief of the poverty 
of this branch of the family I leave it to your Excellency to judge. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to suggest, that the rents and duties of 
Gurethie be also distributed among the whole of the relations of Hyder Beg, 
and that the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan have a share of them. 

The decision of the British Government on this question, with regard to the 
arrears of the compensation adjudged to the family of Hyder Beg, was that a 
moiety of the sum should be paid to Hoosetn Alee Khan as bis own share, and 
a moiety as the sliare of his brother, in part of his established demand on account 
of the inheritance of their father, these two brothers being considered as the 
only legitimate sons or lawful heirs of their father. With regard to the future 
rents and profits of Gurethie, a consideration of humanity induced the British 
Government to decree that some portion of those rents should be assigned for 
the support of the subordinate and illegitimate branches of the family, in the 
proportion in which they were maintained from the provision of a lac of rupees 
Wider the original management of Akbur Alee Khan. But the amount of the 

I'ents 
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rents was so smll as to prelude a distribution on tliQ principle above stated, 
with any material advantage to the subordinate branches of the family, and 
therefore the application of the whole was committed to the justice and buroapity 
of Hoosein Alee Khan, on which the British Government was disposed to rely ; 
and it has become my duty to take care that this reliance shall not be disap- 
pointed. If your Excellency, on the same principle, had been pleased to 
commit the distribution of the pension (which your bounty has assigned) to the 
justice and liberality of Hoosein Alee Khan, under my guidance and control, 
your confidence would not have been misplaced, and the present discussion 
might have been avoided. 

With regard to the commencement of the pension, which your Excellency 
has been pleased to make coeval with your letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, instead of assigning to ilka much earlier date, as 1 confess 1 
was led to expect, or even the date of our conference, at which the gptint of 
the pension was declared to me, I can only express my concern at the disap- 
pointment of my natural expectation, and submit to your Excellency’s pleasure. 
I entreat your Excellency to inform me whether or not the pension is to be paid, 
that I may report the matter to Government, which 1 am anxious to da 
without delay. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 15th December 1813.) 

I have received your letter dated the 17th of Zeebijj (llih December), in 
answer to mine of the l6tli of Zeebijj (10th December), containing a denial 
of the right of Akbur Alee Khan's wife and children to any share of the pension 
assigned to the family of Hyder Beg, in compliance with the desire , of the 
Governor-General, by your suggestion and advice, and slating that my former 
letter had disappointed your expectations. The truth of the matter is this : that 
what I wrote to you coincides exactly with the sentiments of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, as expressed in his letter to me, and there- 
fore I see no reason why it should disappoint your expectations. It is my wish 
to avoid all dispute regarding matters that are already settled. I have granted 
an allowance of S,000 rupees per mensem to Hoosein Alee Khan, and all the 
other children, grand-children, and needy dependants of Hyder Beg Khan, by 
your advice, in compliance with the desire of the Governor-General. The 
right of all the dependants of Hyder Beg to a share of the allowance in question 
may be inferred from the words of the Governor- General’s letter, which are as 
follows : “ I call upon your Excellency to restore to this unfortunate family the 
“ means of subsistence, of which they have been so loug deprived, without 
“ any ground of alleged misconduct, excepting in the case of the elder brother, 

whose disgraceful and inhuman conduct towards his brother only constitutes 
** an additional and most powerful argument for the restoration or the stipend 
“ in favour of the latter, and of those branches of the family who are left iu a 
“ condition of distress by Akbur Alee Khan’s unjust appropriation of the 
“ property of their deceased father.” 


If these words include all the relations and dependants of the deceased, it is 
proper that all of them be included in the distribution of the allowance, and 
otherwise I have no wish to depart from the object of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-Generars letter. 1 send the sum of 4,000 sicca rupees, 
being the amount of the allowance for two months, from the 15th of Shu waul 
till the 14th of Zeehij) inclusive, as due to Hoosein Alee Khan. 


A true translation : 

(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 1 6th December ISIS,) 

‘ I have had the honour to receive your Excellency V letter of yesterday's date, 
and after a most attentive consideration of the words of the Governor- General's 
letter, to which your Excellency has referred, 1 have no hesitation in assuring 
yoiir Excellency that they seem to me to bear a different meaning from that 
which your Excellency has been pleased to assign to them. The expression 
f‘ a condition of distress** in the first place, conveys, to my judgment, an express 
and particular exclusion of the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan 
from any share of the provision assigned, since it is obvious, and has been 
demonstrated in my former letter to your Excellency, that the wife and chil- 
dren of Akbur Alee Khan are by no means in a condition of distress nor in any 
want of a provision. Secondly, 1 submit to your Excellency that as ** the 
** disgraceful and inhuman conduct of Akbur Alee Khan towards his brothei^ 
is stated by the Right Honourable the Governor-General as the most powerful 
argument for your Excellency's restoration of the pension, if a part of this 
pension were assigned to the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan, for whose 
maintenance he is bound to provide, it would follow that his personal crime 
must prove the source of a provision for bis family, or in other words, for him- 
self j a conclusion which your Excellency must admit to be as far from my 
Lord Minto's intention as justice can be from the reverse. In short, the wife 
and children of Akbur Alee Khan, though, as your Excellency has justly 
observed, they be perfectly innocent and blameless, are by no means in a con- 
dition of distress; but, on the contrary, by Akbur Alee Khan's usurpation and 
crime, have been rendered totally independent of this provision, and therefore 
are expressly exduded, from the obvious intention of the words in the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General's letter, to which your Excellency has been 
pleased to refer. But even admitting them to be needy, they can have no 
possible right to a share of an allowance assigned in compliance with the desiie 
of the British Government for the support of Hoosein Alee Khan, whose con- 
dition alone formed the subject of the protracted discussion with your Excel- 
lency, which has thus at length been concluded, and in the whole course of 
which not the smallest notice was taken of the women or children of Akbur 
Alee Khan. If your Excellency be pleased to sissign a separate provision for 
them, our Government can have no objection ; but the distribution of the 
pension assigned, namely, that of two thousand rupees per mensem, can in 
piy judgment be no otherwise arranged with justice to Hoosein Alee Khan, 
than in the manner already submitted. On these grounds I repeat my respect- 
ful suggestion, that your Excellency will be pleased to confirm the distribution 
which I -had the honour of proposing, and to accept the receipt of Hoosein 
Alee Khan in token of your final approbation. This acquiescence on the part 
of your Excellency will put an end to vexatious discussion on a point that I 
considered to have been settled, and will supersede the necessity for any further 
reference to the Government before distribution of the pension can take place, 
it must otherwise become my duty to suspend the payment of any part of the 
money which your Excellency has been pleased to send to me, until a reference 
,on the subject be made to the Right Honourable the Governor-General iii 
Council, and I receive his Lordship's commands regarding the distribution of 
the pension. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 

R.esident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

Shortly after the apparently happy and final adjustment of the principal ques- 
tions in dispute between the British Government and his Excellency the Vizier, 
it was proposed to his Excellency by me, with a view to the satisfactory con- 
duct of the system of reform in his administration, that we should have weekly 
conferences at the palace, or alternately at the palace and Residency, for the 
purpose of concerting and deciding on the course of measures to be pursued 
and the support to be afibrded to those measures. Accoitiingly, during the 
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ficngtl Politial whole of the oionthi of October and Novemba* last, this salutary arrangement 
observed, and at every meetinp' with his Excellency I had the satisfaction 
' * of perceiving and inferring from his Excellency’s remarks, that the advantages 

Letter of the new system of administration were more and more impressed upon his 
frew Rendentit mind, and that he was fully resolved to adopt the measures which I had pro- 

Lmfaiow. posed to him on a perfect conviction of their expedience. 

2. At one of my conferences with the Viaier, in the beginning of the month 

of November, his Excellency requested me to commit to writing, tpr his guidance, 
the purport of the suggestions which 1 had offered to him, aim assured me that 
they should be carried into effect ; and I complied with his Excellency’s requi- 
sition, by transmitting to him tlie paper of suggestions which forms a number 
of this despatch, and which I request the favour of your submitting to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. This paper was accom- 
panied, or preceded, by a Persian translation of one of the most important and 
comprehensive of the Regulations of our Government for the guidance of Col> 
lectors and Tehsildars, namely Regulation XXVII. of 1 803 for the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces, which 1 begged his Excellency to peruse with attention, 
and to compare with the suggestions which I had offered to him on various 

former occasions for the better administration of bis revenue. The Vizier at a sqb- 

sequent conference, and more particularly by a message through my Moonshee, 
expressed bis general approbation of the principal measures which I proposed, 
assured me that the proclamations and instructions to Aumiis and Ameens were 
preparing in the terms which 1 had suggested ; and with a reference to some 
subordinate points, on which his Excellency desired explanation, he directed his 
Dewan and chief revenue officer, Dya-Krisheu, to attend me, for the purpose of 
stating his doubts and receiving my explanations. 

3. A conversation with Race Dya-Krishen had long been the object of my 
desire. This person had originally used his influence with the Vizier to prevent 
his Excellency’s acquiescence in the system of assessment and collection of the 
revenue recommended by our Government ; and as the particular nature of his 
office, as well as the degree of his master’s confidence which be was supposed 
to possess, rendered it important to satisfy his mind of the advantages of the 
system recommended, I was anxious to have an opportunity of doing so before 
the measures of reform should commence. The result of my first conference 
with Dya-Krishen was satisfactory in the extreme. He appeared to be thoroughly 
convinced of the propriety of all the measures proposed, assured me that the 
Vizier was sincerely desirous to carry them into effect with my concurrence and 
support, and that he himself saw no obstacle whatever to the conclusion of a 
triennial settlement of the revenue in every district of Oude during the current 
fusly year, which he should accordingly recommend to his Excellency. 

4. Within a fortnight from the date of my conversation with Dya-Krishen, I 
had the mortification of perceiving a manifest change in the disposition and 
conduct of the Vizier, whose jealousy of his minister, Dya-Krishen, would seem 
to have been excited by the sinister practices and false reports of Hukeem Mehdee, 
Aumil of Khyrabad, a person whose disaffection to the British Government, and 
the general vices of his character, have fiequently fallen under ray observation, 
and have been brought to the notice of the Government by my predecessor, as 
well as by myself. This person had been apparently removed from the Vizier's 
confidence and favour, on two or three recent occasions, for a considerable 
period of time, during all which his Excellency seemed particularly attentive to 
my advice, and I have frequently had occasion to remark that the restoration of 
Hukeem Mehdee to favour, has been the forerunner of untoward proceedings on 
the part of his Excellency, with regard to every question in discussion between 
his Excellency and me. On the present occasion, it is obvious to my judgment 
that bis Excellency's inclination to depart from the promise conveyed in his letter 
to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, Lord Minto, as well as from 
his assurances to me, regarding the progress of the measures of reform, the 

S rovision assigned to Hoosein Alee Khan, and the restoration of the rights ot 
foonshec Alec Nuckce Khan, has been induced in a principal degree by the 
pernicious counsels of Hukeem Mehdee, and by the false reports of intriguing 
agents employed by this person at the Pretideiuty, »» well as in the aty of 
Eucknow. 

. 5. About 
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5. About the be^niog of this monlb it was reported to me that a scheme 
had been si^gested to the Vizier for defeatiog the objects of reform, by the 
deputation or a few Ameens to the most disorderly district of his dominions, 
under circumstances which were calculated to preclude even the partial success 
of their deputation, and with secret instructions to represent the obstacles that 
opposed their proceedings immediately on their arrival in the district. The par- 
titmlers of this scheme and its objects were explained to me by an indirect 
communication on the part of Raee Dya-Krisben, and the truth of the reports 
which had reached me was confirmed by a manifest change in the disposition 
and conduct of the Vizier, who had ceased, without any pretext, to pay bis. usual 
visits at the Residency or to communicate with me in a friendly manner, as 
fonrierly, on the subject of reform or on any other. The discussion, in parti- 
cular, regarding the property and will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, which had hitherto 
proceeded in a friendly and conciliatory manner, notwithstanding our difference 
of opinion, was no longer attended to with patience on the part of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, who seemed disposed to take advantage of my known inability 
to gratify him by the unconditional surrender of that property, as a pretext for 
rejecting my advice on every other question that occurred, be the nature of it 
ever so trifling. 

6. Perceiving t^is unhappy alteration in the temper and disposition of the 
Vizier, and particularly apprehensive of its efiects on the progress of the 
reform in his administration, 1 deemed it to be my indispensable duty to guard 
against the commencement of the reform, under circumstances that were 
c^culated to frustrate the salutary objects in view, or to afford to his Excel- 
lency a pretext for ascribing the failure of those objects to any defect in the 
system proposed ; and accordingly, on the 11th instant, I addressed a letter 
on this subject to the Vizier, a copy of which is enclosed for his Lordship in 
Councirs perusal, and will, 1 trust, receive bis approbation. A short reply to 
this letter, a translation of which is enclosed, was received on the same day ; 
since which- 1 have had no communication with his Excellency on the subject : 
but I have heard, through another channel, that the few miserable Ameens who 
were actually appointed by his Excellency, and had received an advance of 
salary at the rate of fifty rupees per mensem, with instructions to proceed to 
Purtaubgurh, have been recently dismissed from their employment, and 
required, under pain of imprisonment, to refund the amount which they re- 
ceived, and which many of them had expended for their subsistence. This 
circumstance, of itself, seems decisive of the fact of their total incapacity for 
the trust which was nominally reposed in them, and of the view of bis Excel- 
lency the Vizier in selecting such persons fur employment in a turbulent 
district, and peculiarly difScult to settle, because subjected to extraordinary 
oppression for a great number of years. 

7* 1 cannot with certainty predict the nature of the excuse which will be 
offered by his Excellency the Vizier for this departure from his solemn 
engagement with a reference to the question of reform. That his Excellency 
is at a loss to assign any plausible pretext for his conduct, may be inferred from 
his delay to reply to my letter, and from his anxiety to avoid a conference 
with me since the date of his receiving that letter, which he has manifested by 
complaints of indisposition on every subsequent occasion of our meeting. His 
reply, however, cannot be withholden much longer, and it shall be transmitted 
to you as soon as I receive it, with such remarks as the purport of it may 
suggest. 

8. It must be obvious to his Lordship in Council, that the partial com- 
mencement of the reform under such circumstances as those that have 
been stated, and in the disposition of mind and with tlie views, which I have asp 
cribed to his Excellency the Vizier on grounds that appear to be unquestionable, 
could have no other possible effect than that of frustrating the objects proV 
posed, and affording a pretext to his Excellency for imputing the failure of 
those objects to a cause the most remote from the true one. This effect has been 
necessarily precluded by the tenor of my letter to the Vizier, while his 
Elxcelleney*s responsibility for the performance of his solemn engagement 
to our Government remains unaffected, as before, in the terms of his letter 
' to 
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to Lord Minto of the 12th of October last, namely, to r^gtdate the 
** assessment of his dominions by the real assets of the country^ and 
** to fix that assessment for a term of years, to be afterwards increased in 
** proportion to the augmentation of resources in the districts ;** and further, 
*< to fix the amount of revenue to be exacted from ti>e landholders by written 
engagements under the guarantee of the government, so that no more may 
** be demanded than what is specified in those engagements, and that the 
landholders and others may be relieved from oppressive or arbitrary 
exaction,” 

9* The performance of this solemn engagement, which was voluntorily 
contracted by the Vizier, is all that our government can require, and we are 
obviously entitled to demand it. If it be performed in a satisfactory manner, 
and in the spirit of existing treaties, with our uniform concurrence and advice 
we are bound and disposed to support the whole course of his Excellency's 
measures, and thus to ensure their success, to the improvement of his revenue 
and resources ; but if the measures adopted by his Excellency, with even the 
ostensible view of fulfilling his engagements to our Government, be such as 
we are bound to disapprove, or be adopted without our knowledge and 
concurrence, the responsibility for the success of those measures, and for the 
increase or diminution of the public revenue of the country, must rest with 
his Excellency alone, and he can never hereafter ascribe the failure of any of 
his measures td a defect in the general system recommended by our Govern- 
ment to Ins adoption, nor to the want of our support to those measures which 
may be executed without our knowledge or advice. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

22d December 1813. Resident. 


Suggestions regarding the llcform, subnutted to his Excellency the Vizier on the 

10/A of November 1813. 

The present season of the year is, of all others, the best adapted to the 
commencement of the salutary reforms in the administration of your Excel- 
lency’s revenue. The seed-time of the Rubbee crop being over, the landholders 
and cultivators of the ground can have no possible pretext for refusing or 
delaying to attend the Tehsildars for the purpose of settling the revenue, and 
the facility of military operations at so favourable a season of the year must 
deter the disaffected and refractory from refusing to attend the Tehsildars, 
or must readily tend to their suppression. Further, the easy and accurate ascer- 
tainment of assets, or of the probable produce of the lands, by ocular inspection 
of the cultivated fields, is another manifest advantage at the present season of 
the year, unattainable at any other season. During the hot weather; the 
difficulty of moving the troops to keep in awe the disaffected and refractory, 
who might refuse to attend the Tehsildars ; during the rains, the necessary 
occupation of the landholders and cultivators in the progress of husbandry ; 
and, during both those seasons in common a number of other disadvantages 
oppose the settlement of the revenue, to which at this season no obstacle occurs. 
I therefore earnestly recommend, that the proclamations and instructions to 
Aumils and Ameens, in the terms which were suggested to your Excellency at 
our conference of Saturday last, be prepared and dispatched to all the districts 
with the least practicable delay, and that the several public officers in the 
districts be directed to publish the proclamations, and commence _ the pre- 
paratory measures for the triennial settlements of the revenue immediately on 
the receipt of those orders. If copies of your Excellency’s proclamations 
were also to be furnished to me, to be dispatched to the commanding-officers 
of stations for the purpose of more general information, I have no doubt of 
the advantage of this measure. 

The Aumils already in authority, whom ypur Excellency may be disposed 
to continue under the new system in consequence of their good character and 
conduct, as also tlie new pfficers whp may npw b© etnplpyed, shpulo pe 

' ^ ' instructed. 
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4 l»(ructe 4 * aRer publisbing your Excellency’s proclamatione throughout all ^» 0 al Po^'cal 
ithe villages of their districts, to assemble the’different Seghadars, and prepare, 7 
lb concert with them, an accurate statement of the collections, or jumaowasil 
Raukee account, for the last three years if it be possible, or for as many years as Let^ 
iaiay be readily procured, with a dowl (scheme) of a moderate assessment for ^ 

^e present year, to be formed by comparative estimates of the probable produce 
of this with the actual collections of former years, and adjusted with the strictest 
hppartiality. Those schemes, with their necessary accompaniments, to be for- 
warded to the Presence without delay, and to be carefully examined by your 
Excellency, or by some of your ablest officers of revenue and most confidential 
servants ; and if the schemes be approved by your Excellency, and no com- 
plaints against them be received from the districts, let them be sent back to 
the Aumils and Ameens, with instructions to take cubooleats (agreements) from 
the several landholders and Malgoozars for the amount of their respective assess- 
ments for a term of three years, under their seals and the signature of the Seg- 
hadars, and send those agreements to the Presence : after which the puttahs 
(engagements) of the Government to the landholders for a term of three years 
should be forwarded from the Presence to theAumils and Ameens, to be by them 
delivered to the landholders, whose receipts for their puttahs should be obtained, 
to shew that the Aumils have delivered them. 

As the greatest part of your Excellency’s dominions is already divided into 
large districts of ten, twenty, and thirty lacs of rupees of revenue each, 
under the charge of considerable farmers or Ameens, some of whom must be 
worthy of your Excellency’s confidence and of employment under the new 
system, it seems advisable that, in such cases, the triennial settlement of 
those districts on the new plan be committed to the present incumbents, in 
the character of collectors or Zillahdars, they nominating and instructing 
fheir subordinate Tehsitdars or Ameens to collect the revenue papers and 
transmit schemes of the settlement, as above explained, in the first instance 
to the collectors or Zillaiidars, who should submit them with their remarks 
to the Presence, whence, after final investigation and approval, the orders 
should be issued for concluding the settlement, by receiving the cabooleats 
or agreements of the landholders and delivering the puttahs in exchange. 

But all engagements with the landholders should be in the name and bear 
the seal of the Government, whatever degree of authority may be otherwise 
vested in the Zillahdars. 

When the settlements are finally adjusted, security for the largest instalment 
of tlie revenue of each district or Zillah should be required from the officer in 
charge : and this may be executed in either of two ways, namely, first, the 
collector or Zillahdar of a large division of territory may have tiie power of 
nominating his own subordinate Tebsildars, giving security in his own person 
for the largest instalment of the whole the revenue of his district, and 
receiving for himself the established per-centage of the whole (which I recom- 
mend for the present to be ten per cent, of the clear revenue), out of which his 
subordinate Tebsildars, and all their expenses, as well as his own, are to be 
paid ; or, secondly, each subordinate Tehsildar to receive the per-centage of 
his own particular district and furnish the security required, the Zillahdar or 
collector of each division having an adequate salary and establishment for the 
general superintendence, without any per-centage on the revenue of the whole t 
and this latter arrangement 1 consider to be preferable to the fortner, as well as 
more consistent with the terms of the Govemor-Generars letter to your Excel- 
lency, which is the basis of the system proposed. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailmf, 

Resident. 
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Although 1 can scarcely believe that, after the recent most happy adjustment 
of every depending question between your Excellency and the Company’s 
Government, a measure of the nature described, or indeed any measure what* 
ever having reference to tlie reform of your administration, should be adopted 
without my knowledge and advice, yet a report of this nature liaving reached 
me, it is a duty of friendship, on my |)art, to submit to your Excellency without 
reserve the sentiments with which 1 fiave received it. 

It must be obvious to your Excellency’s judgment, that persons who are 
worthy of confidence, and capable of performing the duties which were meant to 
be committed to the Ameens, could never undertake to perform them for sala- 
ries so inadequate to the trust ; and that the employment of such persons as 
those who are reported to me to have been entertained, unless they be placed 
under the superintendence and control of a person of rank and respectability 
with an adequate salary, in the character of collector or Zillahdar, can be pro- 
ductive of no benefit whatever, buton the contrary must bring your Excellency’s 
Government into disrepute, at the very commencement of the new system of 
administration, which your Excellency has been pleased to adopt in compliance 
with the counsels of our Government. 

I formerly suggested to your Excellency, and I now repeat my suggestion, 
that the officers to be selected for the duty of investigating the state of the 
country with a view to t))e triennial settlement, should be persons of great 
respectability, and should have salaries at the least of two hundred rupees per 
mensem, and that, with this view, the districts or divisions to be committed to 
their charge might with propriety be extended to a territory yielding from tw<» 
to three lacs of rupees ; and further, that the general superintendence and 
control of the conduct of every ten of those Atucens should be vested iu an 
officer of high rank, and of the greatest respectability aud integrity, with an 
adequate salary and establishment, in the character of collector or Zilluhdur. 

Under such an arrangement as that described, there can be no doubt of your 
Excellency’s duding trust-worthy and respectable persons to undertake the 
duties of Ameens, and to perform them with ability, integrity, and zeal, giving 
ample security for their good conduct and for the largest instalment of the 
revenue, in the ultimate situation of Tehsildars, which your Excellency will 
be disposed to entrust to them when the settlement of their districts shall be 
concluded. 

Your Excellency cannot but be aware, that the concession which I recen^ 
made to you with regard to the revenue papers, and my promise of ti^ rati^ 
cation of that concession by the Right Honourable the G 9 venMNRGe|teni| ^ 
Council, proceeded on the natural expectation* and indeed on the obvious 
condition, that every measure of your Excellency’s Government having 
reference to the new system of administration of the revenue should be 
executed with my concurrence and advice, and that, in fact, the support of 
those measures, in as far as the power of the British Government is concerned, 
must depend on my previous knowledge of their justice and expedience, since 
without this particular information my assistance can never be afforded, and 
the success or failure of your Excellency’s measures undertaken without my 
advice must depend on your Excellency alone. 

It therefore seems to me to be advisable, and I recoittinend to ybut j 
lency’s most serious consideration, with a view not only td the itipp6rt’'ahd 

success 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 11th December 181.9.) 

A considerable time has elapsed since your Excellency has been pleased to 
consult or communicate with me regarding the appointment or deputation of 
Ameens, and reports conveyed to me through various channels have ascribed jto 
your Excellency a design, which is calculated to excite my apprehension. of 
the failure of those salutary measures that were determined on by our mutual 
consent. I understand that your Excellency has recently nominated Ameens, 
with salaries of fifty rupees per mensem, to divisions of tire district of Pur- 
taubgurh, yielding a revenue each of a lac of rupees, and that those Ameens 
are about to depart, with instructions of the nature of which I am uninformed* 
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flwxest of your measures, but also to the ease and tranquillity of your mind, 
that the measures which may now be in agitation, and all others having 
reference to the reform, be communicated without reserve to your Excellency’s 
we|^isher in the first instance, either personally or in writing, or through the 
medium of your Excellency’s confidential servant, who was recently ordered to 
attend me for this purpose, and through whom my suggestions were conveyed. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 11th December 181S.) 

I have received your letter of this date, informing me that you had heard of 
the nomination of Ameens, and repeating your suggestion that the Ameens 
should have an allowance of two hundred or two hundred and fifty rupees per 
mensem, and that a Zillahdar of respectability and integrity, with a high 
salary, should be appointed over every ten of the Ameens. The truth of the 
matter is, that eight Ameens, with instructions drawn up in the terms which 
you formerly advised, had obtained their leave and were about to depart : but 
now that you have written to me so, 1 have recalled those Ameens, and shall 
reply to your letter hereafter. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Bailue. 

Resident. 


Ortlered, That a letter be prepared in the office of the Persian Secretary, 
addressed to the Nawaub Vizier, in conformity to the terms of the following draft, 
and be forwarded to the Resident at Lucknow, for the purpose of being pre- 
sented to his Excellency. 


. To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 7th of January 1814.) 

Major Baillie has communicated to me his correspondence with your Excel- 
lency, relative to the payment and distribution of the pension which, at the 
repeated representation of the British Govenunent, your Excellency was 
pleased to assign to Hoosein Alee Khan, and which was intended for the support 
of himself and of his own immediate family. That family, as your Excellency 
knows, had been reduced to distress, not solely by the resumption of the pen- 
sion originally granted for the maintenance of the family of Uyder Beg Khan, 
but in a greater degree by the unjust and cruel conduct of his eldest son, Akbur 
Alee Khan. 

When the strong claim which the situation of Hoosein Alee Klian had upon 
your bounty was urged to your Excellency, the British Government could have 
no interest in the step, but that which it ever must take in ail that involves 
your Excellency’s known justice and honour. 

I may*8ay that the representation of tlie British Government to your Excel- 
lency was not spontaneous. It was invited by a reference which your Excellency 
Ittcl made to the Governor-General on the subject : a reference which indicated 
that your Excellency contemplated the matter correspoiidently to our view of it. 
On this overture the British Government could not but earnestly encourage 
your Excellency’s disposition. 

It felt bow much the general opinion of your Excellency’s and of the Honour- 
able Company’s subjects would necessarily be swayed by your procedure 
towards that family, and the British Government thence thought itself entitled to 
persevere strenuously in pressing the adoption of a measure so highly calculated 
to advance a reputation which we wish never to separate from our own. 

Your Excellency having referred to the late Governor-General’s letter of the 
^4-pf Ji^y, as countenancing a pretension on the part of the funnily of Akbur 
Ale? to ahare in the pension, it is incumbent on me, in the name of the 

Government 
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Government which I represent, to lesiire your Excelleney, tteit the letter w» 
nevet meant to bear such a coostraotton. Major fiaSlie^ iu h» letters of the» 
‘ lltli and l6th of December, baa demonstrated that the terawof Lord MintO’s* 

Letter ftom letter cannot, by any just interpretation, be applied to the wife mad childreo of 

Govenuir«G«aen]. Akbtir Alee Khan. They were in comparative affluence, and did not need the 
interposition, if Lord Minto could have used any for the family of a man 
whom his Lordship reprobates so decisively as he does Akbur Alee Khan in 
that very letter. But it would, moreover, in our contemplation; have tainted) 
ail the grace and elevated humanity of your Excellency’s munificence to 
Hoosein Alee Khan, had you at the same moment extended a similar bene> 
licence to the oppressor and persecutor of him and his offspring ; therefore it 
never could have entered into the thoughts of Lord Minto and the Council, to 
solicit what would tarnish the lustre of an act advised by them wholly out of 
regard to your Excellency’s fame. 

I must indulge an earnest hope, that after this explanation your Excellency' 
will deem it consonant to your exalted character, to confirm and issue the 
provision for the family of Hoosein Alee Khan in the manner requested by 
Major Baillie, without making any allotment out of it for the family of Akbur 
Alee Khan. 

Your Excellency’s answer to a letter of my predecessor’s, d ated 2d July 
1813, expresses a distinct acquiescence, on li>e part of your Excellency, In 
the plan of reform recommended in the system of your Government, and con> 
veyed the assurance that it should be immediately undertaken. Major Baillie 
has since informed this Government that your Excellency appears to have 
« abandoned that salutary intention, and that you have shewn a marked disin- 

clination to listen to any of his suggestions referring to that momentous concern. 

It is my anxious desire, and it is equally tire solicitude of those with whom I 
have the satisfaction to be associated, that every testimony of attention, and 
every procedure which can uphold your dignity, should be manifested by the 
British Government. Your Excellency’s interests, however, and ours are so 
inseparably interwoven, that it would be criminal in us, did we not offer to 
you our best advice in any conjuncture which we may think pregnant with evil 
for you. It is on this ground that we have urged your Excellency to adopt 
arrangements of reform in your dominions (a right of interference secured to 
us by treaty), as the only mode of avoiding a convulsion not to be quelled 
but by applications of our force that would be discreditable for us, and which* 
we consequently could not make for your support. 

The manner in which our troops have often been called upon to act, in order 
to dissipate commotions occasioned by the misrule and oppressive conduct of 
those entrusted with the details of your Excellency’s affairs, has extorted 
frequent remonstrance from this Government. We feel it dishonourable for 
the British arms to be employed in supporting injustice, and we must guard 
against such disgrace. 

A sense of mutual interest has forced the British Government to press this 
point strongly. There will not be wanting men around you, whose advant^es 
would sufi&r from such a reform, it is natural that they should attempt to dinp*. 
dine your Excellency to the measure, and to the British Government for urglh^ 
it. They would have no chance of succeeding, were it not that your Excellency^ 
mind might imagine the effect of disregard of our counsels would be merdy 
temporary coldness. Such a coldness could not exist, without soon degdM* 
rating, first into estrangement, and then into jealousies and misconitriictions 
of the most dangerous description. The ultimate result would be matter of 
the deepest grief to us : to your Excellency it would be ruin. That a contin- 
gency so dreadful may be precluded, let me entreat your Excellent to 
co.operate with me in manly confidence, to maintain the united interest of the 
two Governments firm and unsliaken. 

It shall be my study to forbear, as far as my duty will permit, any IDHW 
interventions which may be unpleasant to your Excellency, protided I find^ 
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on the -i^«r Innd, : diat yoar Exei^enqr entens in earnest cm those arrange i^g«i PofitM 

mffittM, and ooriKally maintains that conduct whence we may have the gratifies. 7 

tion to estimate yon as an efficient and zealous ally of the Honourable 

Company. The object is so serious, that 1 assure myself your Excelleucy Letter from 

cannot miainterpret the frankness with which I have exposed our relative Governor-General. 

situations for your reflection : on the contrary, the unreserved manner in which 

1 spetdr ought to satisfy you, that no doubtful sentiment remains concealed, 

and your Excellency should thence feel your security in a perfect reliance on 

this Government. 

Major Baillie, who possesses my full confidence, is instructed by me to make 
this principle the guide of the communications which he has the honour of 
holding with your Excellency, and I ardently hope that your Excellency will 
prove your correspondence to my dispositions, by the liberal and sincere trust 
which you will repose in that gentleman, 

(Signed) J. Adakt, 

Secretary to Government. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing draft be transmitted to the Resident 
at Lucknow, together with the following letter. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th ultimo, 
enclosing a translation of your correspondence with the Vizier on the subject of 
the payment and distribution of the pension assigned to Hoosein Alee Khan. 

2. It is satisfactory to the Governor*Gcneral in Council to state his entire 
concurrence in the justice and propriety of the distribution of the pension pro- 
posed by you, which is in strict conformity to the object of the British Govern- 
ment in urging the grant, namely, the support of Hoosein Alee Khan, who has 
been deprived of his just rights and of tlie means of comfortable subsistence, 
by Ae injustice of his elder brother, countenanced and encouraged by the 
Vizier, combined with the means of enabling him to relieve the indigent branches 
of the family of Hyder Beg Khan, reduced to absolute distress by the resump- 
tion of the pension originally asssigned for their support. 

3. The Vizier cannot, at any period of the negotiation, have misunderstood 
the views and intentions of the British Government, as is evident from the whole 
tenor of the correspondence and verbal discussions which have passed on the 
subject, and his Excellency’s endeavours to divert from its proper objects a 'por- 
tion of the allowance, which he at last yielded to the urgent representations of 
the British Government in behalf of this unfortunate family, and the suspension 
of the payment of the pension for two months, with the view of applying a por- 
tion of it to the maintenance of the family of Akbur Alee Khan, are matters of 
equal surprise and concern to the Governor-General in Council. 

4. It has appeared to his Excellency the Governor-General in Council proj^, 
on thik occasion, to point out, in a direct address to his Excellency the Vizier, 
the erroneous interpretation which his Excellency has given to that passage of 
Lord Minto’s letter of the 2d of July which relates to the case of Hoosein Alee 
Khan, and to confirm and enforce the arguments employed by you in your let- 
ters to his Excellency on this subject. The English draft of a letter which will 
he addressed by the Governor-General to the Vizier is accordingly enclosed, 
and you will receive the Persian letter from the proper department as soon as 
it can ^ prepared. From that draft you will distinctly learn the opinion of the 
Governor-General in Council, not only on the subject of the above-mentioned 
pension, but on the more important points to which your letter alluded. The 
sentiments expressed by his Lordship to the Vizier afibrd so marked a line for 
your guidance in further negotiation, that it is unnecessary for me to add any 
detailed observations on your statement. 

7 I 


Letter 

from Secre^ry to 
Government. 


5. I am 



— * ..< ■ 

IrWnCKI 

TJaiuldU. 

Lettet from 
Socfctttry 
to Government. 


Bengal Political 
Coiisullations, 
21 Jan. 1814. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


58 * OUDE PAPERS. 

5. I am directed to take this opportunity of acknowledgii^ the receipt of 
your despatches of the 18th and 2Sd ultimo, on the subject ot the Vieier’s recent 
conduct relative to the important question of reform. His Lordship in Council 
trusts that the Governor-General’a letter, of which a copy is inclosed, aided by 
your representations in the spirit of its contents, will remove the efiiect of those 
unhappy counsels which have led the Vizier to depart from his solemn promise 
on that subject. 

I have, &C. 

Fort “William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

7tU January 1814. Secretaiy to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The Qlst January 1814. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the S2d ultimo, 
1 transmit to you, for the notice of the Government, the inclosed copy and 
translation of a letter received from the Vizier, in answer to my friendly remon> 
strance on the nature of his Excellency’s proceedings, with the ostensible view 
of commencing a reform in the administration of his revenue. A copy, with a 
Persian translation of my reply to his Excellency’s letter, is also transmitted by 
this despatch, and appears to supersede the necessity of my offering any addi- 
tional remarks on the character of his Excellency’s proceedings, or of the argu* 
meats by which they are supported. With a reference to the observations which 
I have submitted to his Excellency respecting the conduct of his Aumil of 
Purtaubgurh, and the actual condition of that district, I subjoin to the docu- 
ments above noticed some extracts from letters from Colonel Frith, command- 
ing our troops in Purtaubgurh. 

2. By information which I have recently obtained, it is fully established in 
my mind, not only that the dismission of the Ameens, whom the Vizier pro- 
fesses to have recalled in consequence of my letter regarding them, liad never 
actually taken place, but that the instructions and proclamations to which his 
Excellency has alluded in his letter had never been delivered to the Ameens, 
nor had the districts to which tb^ were to proceed been specified to any one of 
them. Two of those persons have declared to two of my confidential servants, 
that the purport of the instructions which they saw in the hands of his Excel- 
lency's Moonshces was totally different from that which I had suggested to his 
Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

6tb January 1814. Resident 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 30th December 1813.) 

On the 17th of Zeehijj (11th December), in answer to your letter of that date, it 
was written that a detailed reply should be given thereafter. The truth is this 
In your letter above stated, you have written that “ I had not made any commu- 
“ nication to you regarding the appointment or deputation of Ameens, and that 
** reports had reached you,*' &c. You will recollect that before this, on an occa- 
sion of our meeting, you asked what was done respecting the Ameens, and I 
answered that they had been selected and should be despatched ; and Raee Dia- 
Krisben also informed you, that proclamations and instructions, corresponding 
with the draft which bad been settled between us, were prepared, and that 
Ameens were about to be despatched. With regard, again, to your suggestion 
respecting Zillahs and Zillahdars, the case is this : — ^That in the paper of sugges- 
tions which you sent to me, it is no where written that Zillabdafs should first be 
appointed, and therefore I proposed to depute Ameens in the first place to Pur- 
taubgurb, where Koodrut OoUa Khan is already in the station of Zillafadar. 

In 
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In answer to your remark, that after the recent happy a^juatment of eveiy 
tlepending question you could scarcely believe that any measure of this sort 
should be adopted without your knowledge and advice, the case is this .'—^that 
although the present was not the time for deputing Ameens, 1 resolved to 
appoint them, and gave them their dismission, with instructions and proclama- 
tions, merely at your request ; and as to informing you or asking you what 
Ameen should be deputed, or who should not be deputed, or any other matter of 
detail, I had long ago expressly refund to make any such communications. The 
receipt of your letter, to which this is a reply, has been the cause of suspending 
the deputation of Ameens. Consider how much this has been a cause of slight 
among the people, what a bad appearance it has, and bow much it has grieved my 
mind. 

You have written that you formerly suggested that the districts committed to 
the charge of the Ameens should be extended to a territory yielding from two to 
three lacs of rupees. This suggestion I do not recollect, and it is not contained 
in the plan which you sent to me. I inquired for persons who had been em- 
ployed in the Company's territories and were acquainted with the system that is 
prevalent there, and the object of limiting their districts to a lac of rupees was 
merely that of hastening and facilitating their preparation and transmission of the 
papers, while their allowance was established at the rate which you yourself 
originally proposed, namely, a hundred rupees for every lac. 

With a reference to your suggestion, that a person of high rank, respectability, 
and integrity, with an adequate salary, should be appointed to superintend the 
Ameens as the settlement of the country and appointment of Zillahdars was 
dependent on the proceedings of the Ameens, and the investigation of the papers 
which they might furnish to exhibit the state of the districts, and the conduct of 
the present Zillahdars (after which in the case of established misconduct another 
Zillahdar might be appointed in the room of the officer who misbehaved), therefore 
the selection of new Zillahdars for the present was unnecessary. 

In answer to your remark, that “ the concession regarding revenue papers 
“ proceeded on the natural expectation that every measure having reference to 
“ the system of reform should be executed with your concurrence and advice," 
&c. The case is this : — That in the manner which you stated and advised, the 
measures of reform were commenced, and instructions and proclamations in the 
terms which you had suggested were written, and given to the Ameens ; cmise- 
quently, the only measure on which it was necessary to consult you was not 
adopted without your advice, and therefore your exoneration from responsibility, 
for any failure which might have occurred, could not be admitted. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAiniE, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th January 1814.) 

I have had the honour of receiving two letters from your Excellency, dated 
the 6th of Mohurrum (30th ultimo), in reply to my respectful addresses of the 
17th and SSd of Zeehijj (11th and l6th ultimo), on the important subject of 
reform, and on the question of the distribution of the pension assigned to Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan. Copies and translations of both your Excellency’s letters 
having been submitted to the notice of the Government, whose deliberate and 
impartial consideration the arguments contained in them will receive, I mighty 
perhaps, with propriety have refrained from submitting any remarks to your 
Excellency on the tenor of either of those letters, until the jud^ent of the 
Government should be known ; and, with a reference to one of the questions, 
namely, the distribution of the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan, 1 have deter- 
mined, from respect for your Excellency, to await in silence the result of the 
reference which I had previously made to the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council. 

With regard, however, to the more important subject of reform, it appears to 
^ proper to recall to your Excellency’s recollection a few of the circumstances 

which 
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which occulted before your Excellency’s seeming resolution to depute Anieens 
sriwb 18% Purtaubgurh, in a manner, and with instructions and commands that, in aa far 

as (bey were imparted to me, could not receive my approbation. — And, first, I 

submit to your Excellency, with particular reference to your statement of our 
conversation re^rding Ameens, that the object of my inquiry on that occasion 
could ' not possibly have been limited to the single district of Purtaubgurh, but 
must have comprized every Zillah and Purgunnah in the whole of your Excel- 
lency’s dominions, since your Excellency must perfectly recollect that a partial 
intrraucdon of the new system of assessment and collection of the revenue was 
a measure against which 1 had uniformly remonstrated, with an ei^mess pro- 
portioned to the interest which I feel in the successful progress of the reform 
and of your Excellency’s general administration. Indeed, my written and per- 
sonal suggestions to your Excellency, on every former as well as recent occasion, 
demonstrate that the universal introduction of the system, at the same instant 
of time, by proclamations to be issued by your Excellency and circulated 
throughout your dominions, through the medium of your Excellency’s Atimils 
and of the commanding officers of our troops, was considered by me to be indis- 
pensable to the successful progress of the reform. Nay, your Excellency on 
more than one occasion, and particularly that of our meeting at Baroun, had 
assured me that copies of the proclamation should be furnished for circulation by 
the commanding officers of our troops, under my immediate authority, as soon as 
they were prepared for distribution among the several Aumils and Ameens ; and, 
consequently, I could never have calculated on the commencement of any mea- 
sures of reform, or on the deputation of a single Ameen by your Excellency, till 
1 should be furnished with copies of the proclamation, as well as particularly 
apprized of the instructions which were meant to be given to the Ameens. Dia- 
Krishen was deputed by your Excellency, in the terms of your message to me, 
for the purpose of receiving detailed explanations regarding measures which I 
bad previously recommended to your Excellency, and which you had generally 
promised to adopt He informed me, it is true, that proclamations and instruc- 
tions were preparing, and that he had been ordered to select Ameens, with the 
view of commencing the reform in every district of your Excellency’s territory ; 
of the propriety and necessity of which, and of all the measures that I proposed 
to him, he appeared to be perfectly satisfied, and promised to satisfy your 
Excellency’s mind ; but his conversation could never have led me to suppose 
that the measure, which your Excellency would now seem to have meditated 
with regard to the district of Purtaubgurh, was at that time in your Excellency’s 
contemplation, nor that any measures of reform could have been executed or 
commenced by your Excellency without my previous concurrence and advice. — 
.Secondly, I submit to your Excellency, with a reference to your remark respect- 
ing Zillahs and Zillahdars, that the division and subdivision of your dominions 
into Zillahs and smaller districts, with a view to the more efficient administration 
of the revenues, was the first measure recommended by me to your Excellency, 
during our discussions of two years ago; and, consequently, that no written nor 
verbal proposal of mine, having a reference to the new system of ^sessment, 
could ever be considered as unconnected with the necessary appointment of 
Zillahdars. Nay, your Excellency would seem to have been aware of the truth 
of this observation, and to have anticipated it in a manner the most singular, by 
the remark (inconsistent with the preceding one) of Koodrut Oolla Khan, the 
Aumil of Purtaubgurh, being employed as a Zillahdar in that district. Yet when 
I beg your Excellency to recollect the purport of our repeated conversations on 
the character and conduct of this Aumil, the letters of a British officer so 
respectable and intelligent as Colonel Frith, demonstrative of Koodrut Oolla 
Khan’s extraordinary misconduct and oppression, and your Excellency’s avowed 
determination, in concert with me, to remove him, it must be unnecessary to 
express my surprize at the mention of such an officer as this in the important 
character of a Zillahdar, to superintend and control the Ameens to be depqted 
to the scene of his oppression. 

That your Excellency, afteravowing this fact, should have been ^eased to 
consider and describe the intended deputation of Ameens to the ■ district of 
Purtaubgurh as a measure adopted with my advice, is a circumstance still 
moro surprising; and the ultimate suspension of that measure, if indeed^as 
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yoiir Excellency observes you had determined to carry it into effect, and 
were prevented by the receipt of my letter, instead of causing grief to your 
Excellency’s mind, should form, in my opinion, a source of coosmation ; since 
the measure itself must inevitably have brought your Excellency's Govern- 
ment, into disrepute, and must have strengthened the hand of expression, 
in the person of Koodrut Oolla Khan, over the unhappy population of 
Furtaubgurh, who have long been the victims of his extortion. 

With a reference to your Excellency’s remarks, that I had never recom- 
mended the extension of the districts to be committed to Ameens to a territory 
yielding two or three lacs of rupees, and that the salary fixed for those 
Ameens was at the rate which 1 had previously suggested, I admit that the 
expression in my letters respecting the division and subdivision of the 
country contains the minimum and maximum of the districts at one lac and 
three lacs of rupees ; but the medium of these two extremes, 1 submit, might 
have naturally occurred to your Excellency as the point to which 1 referred : 
and, at all events, the superintendence and control of an able and respectable 
officer in the charge of a grand division or Ziilah, would have provided against 
any defects in the detail of subordinate arrangements. 

With regard to all the remaining points of your Excellency’s letter, and to 
the general subject of this address, 1 submit, as a concluding and conclusive 
remark, to which in the genuine spirit of friendship and conciliation 1 entreat 
your most serious attention, that the result of our protracted discussions on 
the important question of reform, and the express and explicit tenor of your 
Excellency’s letter to Lord Minto, have fixed on your Excellency a solemn and 
unequivocal obligation to operate an universal, and by no means a partial change, 
in the assessment and collection of your revenues : that is to say, and to 
use your Excellency’s words, have established a promise to regulate “ the 
“ future assessment of yom dominions by the real assets of the country, and 

to fix that assessment for a term of years to be afterwards increased in 
“ proportion to the augmentation of resources in the districts, and further to 
“ fix the amount of revenue to be exacted from the landholders, by written 
“ engagements under the guarantee of the Government, so that no more may 
** be demanded from the landholders than what is specified in their written 
“ engagements,” &c. This change in the administration of the revenues, 
which your Excellency has admitted to be indispensable, and which our 
government is entitled to demand, may be ostensibly attempted by your 
Excellency in either of two ways : the one strictly conformable to the spirit 
of existing treaties, and with the happy disposition which your Excellency 
evinced, at the date of your letter to the Governor-General, in uniform 
concert and concurrence with your Excellency’s cordial well-wisher, the 
British Resident at your Court, whose constant and zealous support must in 
this case ensure the success of the whole of your Excellency’s measures, the 
security and ultimate increase of the revenue and resources of your country, 
and the ease and happiness of your mind. The other it is unnecessary to 
describe, as being that which is unhappily evinced by your Excellency’s 
recent proceedings ; but its consequences, however obvious in themselves, 
1 shall, from motives of friendship, detail to you ; the failure of your Excel- 
lency’s measures, if such as have been recently meditated, from their own 
radical defects, as well as from the want of that support which our Government 
must ever withhold from such measures as its judgment disapproves j the 
probable loss and the decrease of your Excellency’s revenue and resources ; 
and the ultimate regret, as well as constant anxiety of your mind, from the 
conviction of your resistance to councils so pure and disinterested as those of 
the Honourable Company’s Government. From this simple statement of facts, 
the reality or imaginary nature of the responsibility, to which your Excellency 
has alluded at the close of your letter to my address, must be apparent to your 
Excellency’s mind. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident 

7 K To 
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FcIMmI To J. BailUe, Resident at Lucknow* 

CwMuilatieM, §i|i . 

81 Jan. 1 814> Thou^ Unwilling to trouble you with private letters, I think it is proper on 

Letter f(«m the present occasion, to give you some information regarding tke state of this 

LteateoanM?dMMl country, the management of wliich, 1 am veiy sorry to say, is no way improved 
since the time of Asuf-ood.Dowla. Indeed the inhabitants are rather more 
oppressed now ; for formerly tlie Aumils were infinitely mote liberal than 
t^y are at present, and occasionally allowed deductions, which is never done 
at present, nor are they under any kind of fear or restraint. 

I enclose the report made by the people I sent into the Gurh Amet,hy district 
with the letters for Sheo Golam Sing and Seetulla Bux, from which you 
will perceive that many villages have been deserted, that forts are under repair, 
in short, that all the vices of the old system continue in full vigour, and that 
the Nawaub’s Officers and Government are in the highest degree unpopular. 
But how can it be otherwise in a country where there are no fixed laws, no police, 
nor no court of civil or criminal justice, to which the injured can appeal for 
relief? In fact, the whole of the inhabitants of this country are in the highest 
degree discontented with the Nawaub, with all his public officers, and with 
his system of government. They see in all the neighbouring countries under 
the Company’s Government the property of every individual protected, and 
that from the highest to the lowest every man enjoys in peace and security the 
fruits of bis industry ; but they cannot conceive or comprehend why the 
English forcibly maintain a Government which acts upon principles diametri* 
cally opposite to our own system. The Nawaub*s Government would not 
last a month, no not a week, if we were to withdraw our support : all the 
crimes of oppression and injustice commited under his Government, there- 
fore, rest at our door. When I was first stationed in this part of the 
country, in the year 1800, I recollect the Zemindars boasting that See- 
tul Fersaud was the first Aurail who escaped justice for many years and 
returned alive to Lucknow ; and that he would not have got off but for the 
protection of our troops. Thus are we placed, to countenance and support 
the perpetration of crimes on one hand, and to prevent their punishment on 
the other. 

I hope this system will not last much longer. 

I am, &c. 

Purtaubgurh, (Signed) R. Fbith. 

19tb October 1813. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir ; 

At the request of Hurclial Sing, the vakeel of DcM'^an Zubber Sing, 1 have the 
honour to enclose for your information his arzee, detailing the particulars of a 
very unfortunate affray which took place two days ago at Zubber Sing’s residence, 
about four coss from hence. 

Gumbeer Sing, who is mentioned in the arzee, is a substantial Zemindar in 
the neighbourhood, and is security for the payment of Zubber Sing’s revenue. 

Hurdial Sing was formerly a Subadar in the Company’s service, and is a 
respectable well-behaved man. He was with Koodrut Oolla Khan, on the part 
of Zubber Sing, at the time the affray happened. 

In a country where there is no fixed system of Government, no courts of 
justice, civil or criminal, to which the injured can resort for relief, where there 
is no police to take cognizance of crimes, and where the most despotic authority 
is confided to persons of low rank, without education, moral instruction, talents, 
or any qualities to fit them for tlicir situation, it is rather surprising that such 
affairs do not more frequently occur, than that they occur only occasionally. The 
fact is, that the respect and awe which the inhabitants have for the Company’s 
troops is a considerable check on the commission of crimes, and the only^ one in 
this countiy. The declining state of all the districts round is such as might be 
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expected under fueh circumetaaoes ; the hopes of the people are fixed on the 
British Government relieving them ere long from their present miseiy. 

1 have, &c. 


Purtaubgurb, 

25 th November 1813. 


(Signed) R. Feith, 

Lieutenant-Colooel. 


Bengal FoBUeai 
CenauItatioM, 
81 Jan. 1B14. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 6th 
instant with the translation of your further correspondence with his Excellency 
the Vizier on the subject of the reform. ^ 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


2. Tlie recent despatch of the instructions of Government of the 7th instant, 
accompanied by the draft of a letter addressed by the Governor-General to his 
Excellency, in which he is called on to fulfil his promise to the British Govern- 
ment relative to the reform, renders unnecessary at the present moment any fur- 
ther instructions on that subject. His Lordship in Council trusts that the early 
receipt of the letter from the Persian Department will enable you to renew the 
negotiation with advantage and ultimate success. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

2 1 st J anuary 1814. Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The i]tth February 1814. 

To J. Adaui. Esq., Secretary to Government, 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 17th instant to your 
address, I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the 
Government, a copy and translation of a letter received from his Excellency 
the Vizier, in reply to my letter to his Excellency under date the l6th instant, 
on the ({uestion of the distribution of the pension assigned to Hoosein Alee 
Khan. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

4 Feb. 1814. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


2. The purport of his Excellency’s letter seems to me to be totally destitute 
of any solid argument on the question of the pretended right of the family of 
Akbur Alee Khan to a share of the provision assigned to the needy dependants 
of his father; and the style of his Excellency’s letter is, in my judgment, both 
offensive and indecorous, more particularly in its commencement, where his 
Excellency has been pleased to ascribe to me a disposition to contend with him 
idly, on a question on which it must be obvious to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council that my respectful suggestions to the Vizier have 
been wilfully and unnecessarily opposed, and my appeal to his justice and libera- 
lity has been treated with marked disregard. It is, however, my intention to 
refrain from making; any reply to the letter, and to await the result of my refer- 
ence for the final instructions of the Government regarding the distribution of 
the pension, 

3. 1 solicit his Lordship in Council’s particular attention to the concluding 
paragraph of bis Excellency the Vizier’s letter, in which bis Excellency has 
declared his resolution to render nugatory the provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, 
by demanding repayment of the sums which were formerly granted, at my 
.request, to protect this unfortunate person from absolute beggary or want 
Among the sums which are referred to by his Excellency, I have every reason 
to believe that a loan to Hoosein Alee Khan by the late Almass Alee Khan of 
the sum of forty-eight thousand rupees, which was afterwards declared to be a 
gift, is intended to form a primary demand ; and if this demand be admitted, 
the amount of it, principal and interest, with the sums advanced by his Excel- 
lency, must engross the whole of the pension for a period of several years, to 



588 


OUDE PAPERS. 


B«igal Pditieal 
Consultations, 

4 F^. 1814. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


the utter rum of Hoosein Alee Khan, who must thus be precluded from profit* 
ing by the humane and generous exertions of the British Government in his 
behalf. I therefore submit for consideration, that the proof of the intended cancel* 
ment of Hoosein Alee Khan’s bond by Almass, which the former is prepared to 
adduce, if the bond be still in existence, with such other arguments as the nature 
of the case may suggest, be pleaded to his Excellency the Vizier, in bar of his 
eventual claim against Hoosein Alee Khan for the money which was lent to him 
by Almass ; and further, in the case of his Excellency’s persisting in this most 
illiberal demand, that the gradual liquidation of the amount be arranged in such 
a manner with the Vizier, under the authority of his Lordship in Council, as to 
preclude the utter ruin of the debtor, by securing a provision for him in the 
mean time. A retrospective operation of the compromise which was recently 
effected with the Vizier might with perfect justice be demanded, for the purpose 
of extinguishing those claims which his Excellency has thought proper to prefer 
on this occasion, with a view to the ruin of Hoosein Alee Khan, for no other rea- 
son, in my opinion, than the countenance afforded to this person by the Honoura- 
ble Company’s Government. 


4. It is a matter of the most serious public concern, that the unhappy dispo- 
sition of a prince with whom the British Government is so closely allied as with 
his Excellency the Vizier, and who is obviously indebted to that Government 
for a condition of opulence, splendour, and security, unknown by any sovereign 
of Hindoostan since the decline of the Mohumnmdan empire, should thus prove 
the unavoidable source of endless and vexatious disputes on a variety of ques- 
tions, both trivial and important in their nature, in which the British Govern- 
ment can have no other interest than a regard for his Excellency’s honour and 
reputation, for the true interests of his Government, the happiness of his own 
mind, and the essential purposes of justice with a reference to the points in dis- 
cussion. 


5. With this letter from his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of Hoosein 
Alee Khan’s pension, I received another letter of the same date from hisExcel- 
lenc}', on the more important subject of reform. The latter, I am sorry to add, 
is like the former, a tissue of erroneous statements without any solid argument 
whatever. But I am occupied in translating and replying to this letter, and I 
shall have the honour of addressing you again on the subject of it in the course 
of a very few days. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

31st December 1813. Resident. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the SOth of December 1813.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 22d of Zeehijj (l6th December), in 
reply to mine of the 21st of that month, regarding the distribution of 
the provision of 2,000 rupees per mensem, assigned to the family of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan. It is idle for you to dispute on this subject. I wish to 
avoid dispute on any point if it be possible, and it is better that you excuse 
me on this occasion. 


With regard to the monthly allowance, what you said was agreed to, and 
my conception of the sense of Lord Minto’s letter was explained to you. You 
may give it any construction that vou think proper j and with regard to your 
arguments to prove the want of title in the wife and children of Akbur Alee 
Khan, the eldest son of Hyder Beg Khan, to a share of this provision, it is 
obvious that the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan must be included 
among the dependants of Hyder Beg, and that the right of all his dependants 
is established by the passage in I^rd Minto’s letter that has been quoted. 
I have no concern nor interference in the matter. 


You have written that the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan are not 
in a condition of distress, as was proved by your former letter. In reply to 
that former letter, I told you that I knew nothing of the matter. 

In 
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In answer to your observation, that if “ a part of this pension were assigned 
“ to the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan, for whose maintenance he is 

bound to provide, it would follow that his personal crime must prove the 
« source of a provision for his family, or in other words for himself;” the 
truth of the matter is this : that I did not propose to associate Akbur Alee 
Khan in the pension, but merely his wife and children, who are not excluded 
from the list of Hyder Beg Khan’s dependants, and are certainly innocent and 
blameless, as you yourself have acknowledged, and they were, in fact, proposed 
to be associated in the distribution of the pension by me, with no other motive 
whatever than a regard for the Governor-General’s suggestion. 

With a reference to your remark, that the wife and children of “ Akbur 
“ Alee Khan can have no possible right, in the opinion of the Governor>Gene- 
« ral, to a share of this particular allowance,” as the allowance in question 
was granted in compliance with your request, if those persons be not entitled 
to a share of it, in the opinion of your Government, you may do whatever you 
thiqk proper. 

I have already sent you four thousand rupees, the amount of the pension 
for two months, without taking any notice of the money which is due by 
Hoosein Alee Khan to the Sirkar, regarding which 1 shall say nothing for the 
present, but hereafter the proper steps shall be taken for the recovery of this 
amount from the Khan. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The nth February 1814. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, dated 
the 31st ultimo and 7th instant, in answer to my several letters and reports of 
the 23d November, 2d, 13th, and 22d ultimo, having reference to the property 
and will of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, to the distribution of the pension 
assigned by the Vizier to Hoosein Alee Khan, and to his Excellency’s recent 
proceedings regarding the reform of his administration. The English copies 
of letters intended to be addressed to the Vizier by his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General on the subjects above noticed, have also 
been received, and are satisfactory in the highest degree. 

2. The general principle which his Lordship in Council has been pleased to 
lay down for my guidance in future negotiations with the Vizier shall be 
adhered to with the strictest attention, and the particular instructions of the 
Government on the immediate subjects of your despatches, shall be carried 
into effect with success, if the utmost exertion of my zeal and ability can induce 
it, on my receipt of the Persian letters to the address of his Excellency the 
Vizier. 

3. The concession of the original purposes of the Government regarding 
the property and will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and the unconditional surrender 
of that property to his Excellency the Vizier, cannot fail to afford the highest 
gratification to his Excellency’s mind, and will, I trust, have the salutary effect 
of producing his cheerful acquiescence in the object of the appeal to his gene- 
rosity in behalf of the relations of the deceased, as well as of inducing his 
Excellency to listen to the more powerful arguments which are contained in 
the Governor-General’s letter regarding the momentous question of reform, 
and the distribution of the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan. 

, It shall be my particular study to aid and maintain the impressions which 
^ Lordship’s letters to the Vizier are so well calculated to produce, and to 
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refinun from his Excelisncy on questions of inferior moment, or cf a 
nature to irritate his mind. There are, indeed, comparatively but a few points 
of inferior moment depending between his Excellency and me, and the nature 
of them is generally such, that the accomplishment of our just views with 
regard to them would be comprehended under that of a reform in the system 
of his Excellency's administration, because the vices of the present system 
alone have given rise to those injuries and complaints of individuals entitled 
to our protection, as the subjects and servants of the Government, which have 
induced my intercession in their behalf. 

5. Some questions, however, have arisen, and are likely hereafter to arise, 
in which the difference of sentiment between the British Government and the 
Vizier is ascribable rather to his Excellency’s unhappy disposition, than to 
vices in the system of his administration. His unnatural conduct, for example, 
to his mother and sister-in-law, and his repeated encroachments on their rights ; 
his jealousy and vindictive resentment, manifested to all such of his subjects 
and dependants as have merited and obtained our intercession in former times 
in their behalf } his general disinclination, founded on a perverseness not 
unfrequently observed, but particularly striking in the Vizier’s character, 
towards the poWer which raised him from obscurity, to which the weight of his 
obligation is irksome, and on which his state of dependence is mortifying ; 
all these are sources of disagreement between his Excellency and the Resident 
at his Court, which it seems impossible or very difficult to avoid, without a 
compromise, on the part of the latter, of some just and essential principle of 
the alliance between the two States ; and with a reference to questions of this 
nature, the effect of repeated concession on such a mind as his Excellency the 
Vizier’s would appear to deserve consideration. 

6. I shall take an early opportunity of submitting to the notice of the 
Government a statement of all the subordinate questions which are now in 
discussion, or are likely to arise with the Vizier, and I shall observe the 
greatest possible caution in agitating any of those questions till 1 be honoured 
with a special communication of the sentiments of Government regarding 
them. 

7* On one particular point connected with the orders of the Government for 
the surrender of the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan, I am desifous of obtain- 
ing instructions before I make over the estate to the Vizier. A sum of money 
exceeding 5,000 rupees has-been already expended by the widow of Chutra Mull 
Seth, for the subsistence of cattle, the wages of servants, and other indispensable 
charges, with a view to the preservation oi the property ; and in the case of the 
Vizier’s refusal to grant a suitable provision to the widow and grandchildren of 
Chutra Mull, it seems just and reasonable that his Excellency should bear all the 
charges of the estate from the day of the death of Tuhseen Alee Khan, or at 
all events that the residuary legatees should be relieved from the burthen of 
those charges. 


Lucknow Residency, 
S8th January 1814. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 
Resident. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The March 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 


Sir : 


1. The enclosed are a copy and translation of his Excell^cy the Vizier s 
reply to my letter of the 4th instant on the important sulgeat of reform j a 
copy of which was tratismittol to you in my despatch of the 6th imtaat. 

S. The tenor of the letter now transmitted does not appear to my judgment 
to require many remarks. 


From 
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From its general scope it is obvious that the real intention of the Vizier, in 
deputing Ameeps to Purtaubgurb, was a partial commencement of measures 
erroneously ascribed to my advice, with a view to the failure of those measures, 
to be afterwards used as a pretext for defeating the views of our Government 
in the reform of his Excellency’s administration, on the ground l^at they were 
not to be accomplished, or that their accomplishment was incompatible with 
the exercise of his Excellency’s independent authority. 

S. The observation in his Excellency’s letter regarding the difficulty of 
selecting Ameens to be deputed to all the districts of his dominions, and his 
description of the universal introduction of the system of reform at one time 
as “ a burden not to he borne,** are sufficiently demonstrative of the design 
which I have thus been compelled to ascribe to him j for his Excellency must 
be perfectly aware, that the introduction of the system proposed into the whole 
of the ceded territory was accomplished with perfect ease immediately on 
its cession to the Company, and was attended with the most salutary effects ; 
and his Excellency is further aware, that at the time of his selection of eight 
ersons as Ameens to be employed in the district of Purtaubgurh, there were 
undreds of more respectable persons in attendance at this place desirous of 
employment, if it could be had, on terms that were compatible with their 
condition. 

4. The Vizier has thought proper to disavow his having promised to furnish 
me with copies of the proclamation to be issued to his subjects, for the purpose 
of circulation by me through the only satisfactory medium of the commanding 
officers of our troops ; and he has been further pleased to assign as a reason 
for not imparting to me the terms of his proclamations and instructions, that 
they were the same with those of the drafts originally prepared with my 
concurrence. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will 
not suspect me of referring to a promise by his Excellency the Vizier which 
his Excellency had never conveyed to me ; but the words of his repeated 
assurance on the point being still in my perfect recollection, are submitted on 
the present occasion, that his Lordship in Council may judge of the candour with 
which his Excellency has interpreted them. When 1 first recommended to his 
Excellency the circulation of his proclamations through our officers, he answer- 
ed in these words, “ Very well, what you advise shall be done and on every 
subsequent occasion his reply was to a similar effect, or that ** the papers were 
“ in hand and should be sent to me.” 

5. His Excellency has, in one or two passages of this and his former letter, 
objected to the season of the year at which the commencement of the reform 
was proposed to him, forgetting, or seeming to forget, that the date of my 
written snggestions on the subject was the 10th of November last, and that ! 
had urged the deputation of Ameens during the whole of the month preceding; 
that particular season of the year, in the opinion of every person conversant in 
revenue affairs, which is most favourable to the execution of the measures that 
his Excellency was advised to adopt ; though in reality there be nothing in the 
character or tendency of those measures which could render them improper or 
inapplicable at any season of the year, if undertaken with a desire of their 
success. 

6. Mis Excellency has been pleased in this letter to bring a charge of incon- 
sistency against me, by comparing my recommendation of the employment of 
some of the best and most efficient of his present officers of revenue, under the 
new system, and in a new and more efficient character, with my remonstrance 
against the continuance of Koodrut Oolla Khan in Purtaubghur, the scene of 
this person’s established and acknowledged oppression. His Excellency has fur- 
ther attempted to obviate the manifest inconsistency of his own measures in 
Purtaubghur with my respectful advice on the subject of them, by declaring, 
father late in the discussion, his original intention to have removed Koodrut 
Oolla Khan from that district, and to have appointed a new collector in his 
room, when the Ameens should have commenced their proceedings. That 
nothing could be more consistent with my recommendation above quoted than 
the immediate and indispensable removal of so rapacious and opiwessive an 
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officer as the present Auniil of Poitaabghur is^ surely su^wflj apparent ; ,and 
V2lry £?|'* the true object of Koodrut Oolla Kban\ continuance in' that Strict, as stated 

• to me on authority which I have every reason to bdieve, was ho other than his 

impeding and opposing the progress of the measures of reform, and preventing 
by clandestine practices, under secret instructions from bis Excellency, the 
ndmow. admission of the Ameens into his district, or the attendance of the landholders 
on those Ameens. 

7* The succeeding paragraphs of the Vizier's Letter are deserving of notice, 
as they develop that unhappy frame of mind in the Vizier which has ever led 
his Excellency to reject or to evade the counsels of our Government when they 
oppose his personal views, on the pretext of their impairing his authority ; which 
he conceives that we are bound to support, without reference to the justice or 
expediency of his measures, or to be persuaded of the propriety of his measures 
by his own assertions alone. I have frequently had occasion to comment on 
the Vizier’s misconstruction of that essential principle of the alliance subsist* 
ing between the two States, which prescribes his universal consultation with 
the officers of the British Government in the ordinary exercise of his autho* 
rity, and his regulating his proceedings by their advice ; and the exposition of 
this principle by Lord Wellesley in his negotiation with the Vizier at Lucknow, 
to which 1 have often solicited in vain the dispassionate attention of the Vizier, 
seems to afford the most satisfactory reply to his Excellency’s observations on 
this occasion. 

8. At a conference on the 15th instant with the Vizier, when I submitted to 
him the reports which had reached me subsequently to the transmission of my 
letter of the 11th of December last, as referred to in my despatch of the 6th 
instant, namely, that his Excellency’s instructions and proclamations had never 
been given to the Ameens, and that the papers intended to be given to them were 
different from Avhat 1 had suggested, his Excellency inadvertently admitted that they 
did differ in one most important respect, that of conveying a positive order for 
a general measurement of the lands, which he knew to be utterly impracticable 
in the time prescribed for its execution, as well as most injurious, if it were practi- 
cable : so that, by this inadvertent admission on the part of his Excellency at our 
conference, it became obvious that the real design of deputing Ameens to 
Purtaubgurb, was no other than an expedient to frustrate the objects of reform, 
and ascribe their failure to our Government : and his Excellencv, aware of this 
inference, has endeavoured, towards the close of his letter, to remove it, by 
observing that he would have waved the order for actual measurement of the 
lands, if I had objected to it in my letter of the lltb, that is, before I could 
possibly have known that such was his Excellency's intention ; since he had 
carefull 3 ' avoided to furnish me with copies of his instructions to the Ameens, 
and my uniform remonstrance against measurement in the early stages of this 
discussion, more particularly in the memorial which I submitted to him on the 
29 th of August 1812, precluded my suspicion of such an order being contained 
in those instructions. 

9 . The Vizier’s concluding remark regarding the pension assigned to Hoosein 
Alee Khan will not escape the observation of the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council. At mj' conference with his Excellency above noticed, 
I laboured, by every respectful and conciliatory argument that I could use, to 
convince his Excellency’s judgment of the extraordinary nature of his miscon- 
ception of the meaning of Lord Minto’s expressions on the subject of this pro- 
vision. The result of my exertions is apparent, and I am sorry to have occasion 
to add, that my instances on a number of other subordinate questions, equally 
just in their nature, have been treated with similar disregard. 

10. The Vizier has been manifestly led to believe, by the vague and unfoun- 
ded reports of designing persons around him, that the sentiments of the present 
Government are favourable to his views of absolute independence, uncontrol- 
lable by the Resident’s advice ; and till this misconception be removed, I have 
no expectation of a change in those unhappy and pernicious counsels which 
have guided his recent proceedings. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

2 $d Januuary I 8 I 4 . Residen ^^ 



From H» Excellent the Vixior. (Received the fiOtb (tf January 1814.) 

1 have received your letter, dated the ISth Mohurrum (vmttai the 4th of 
Jaiiuary)i in answer to iiiy two tetters dated the 6th of Mohurrum (30th ultimo), 
regarding the distribution of the pension assigned to the family of Hyder Beg 
Khan, and the deputation of Ameens. 

You state that “ copies and translations of both my letters have been submil- 
“ ted to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 
“ whose deliberate and impartial consideration the arguments contained in 
“ them will receive,” &c. As the due arrangement and prosperity of all the 
concerns of this Government depend on his Lordship’s kindness and cordial 
friendship and support, I have full hope and confidence that his Lordship will 
peruse what I have written with the greatest attention and care, and will determine 
the question in such a manner as to promote the immediate and future advantage 
of this State, the maintenance and duration of my authority and power, and 
the reputation of the Honourable Company’s Government ; and you, also, 
in your representations to his Lordship on the subject, will have aided and assisted 
the observance of the relations of friendship and amity subsisting between the 
two States. You submit, with particular reference to our conversation regard- 
ing Ameens, that “ the object of your inquiry on that occasion could never have 
“ been limited to the single district of Purtaubgurh but must have comprized 
“ every district in my dominions.” The truth is this: that the nomination of 
Ameens to Purtaubgurh in the first instance, or as a beginning, is no proof 
whatever of my design to limit the deputation of Ameens to that district alone ; 
for the appointment of persons properly qualified to all the districts at once, was 
a measure by no means free from difficulty, or rather was impossible : and as 
the observance of the rule to take the most important things first was intended, 
and no district required attention sooner than Purtaubgurh, where the disaffec- 
tion and rebellion of the landholders, in consequence of the non-employment 
of British troops to suppress them, are obvious, and where it was originally 
stated that Ameens should on this account be sent ; therefore, notwithstanding 
that the present was not the proper time, in compliance with your repeated 
desire, Ameens were deputerl to that district ; and it was also desirable that time 
should be had for perusing the papers, and other matters relating to the settle- 
ment, with care. If all these considerations induced the precedence of Purtaub- 
gurh to other districts in tiie deputation of Ameens for its settlement, this 
measure could not be deemed irregular. Further, in your written suggestions 
which were sent to me on the 10th of November last, you advised that, " in 
“ cases where the continuance of former Aumils under the new system might be 

intended, the settlement of their districts on the new plan should be entrusted 
“ to those Aumils, in the character of collectors or Zillahdars.” Now as 1 had all 
along intended to displace Koodrut Oolla Khan, Aumil of Purtaubginh, I de- 
puted Ameens to that district in the first instance. Had I wished to continue 
this Aumil, I should have sent the proclamations and instructions directly 
to him, as your suggestion authoiized, instead of committing them to the 
Ameens. 

With regard to your remark, that “ the universal introduction of the new 
“ system at the same instant of time, by proclamations to be issued and circu- 
“ lated throughout my dominions, through the medium of my Aumils and the 
“ commanding officer of t!)e British troops, is indispensable.” The case is 
this: that the universal introduction of the system at one time is a burden 
not to be borne, and can produce no other good but disorder and confusion, 
which are always attendant on haste •, more particularly at a time like the pre- 
sent, which is not the proper time for those measures, and at which the depu- 
tation of Ameens was occasioned by no other cause than your urgent remon- 
strances on the subject, which admitted of no delay. The circulation of the 
proclamations through the commanding officers of your.troops was never pro- 
mised by me ; and with regard to your remark, that “ you could never have 
“ contemplated the commencement of any measure of reform, or the depu- 

tation of a single Ameen, till you should be furnished with copies of the 
*' proclamation,” &c. The case is this: that the drafts of the proclamations 
and instructions were originally prepared with your advice, and copies of them 
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BehgU PoRtl^ were kept by you at-that' time, coi^se^ehtly' thefe - could^ be no nebessity for 
sending them to you again. 

-1- You submit; with reference to Zillahs and ZillahdarSy that ** the division and 

Letter _ « subdivision of my dominions into Zillahs ahd smaller' districts was the- 

from the Vizier. <, measure recommended during our discussions of two yeats ago, and 
consequently that no proposal of yours could be unconnected with the 
“ appointment of Zillahdars yet, in your written suggestions, of the 10th of 
November, it is stated, that “ such of the present Aumils and T^sildars as are 
“ worthy of confidence should continue in the charge of their Zillahs, under 
“ the new system, as collectors, nominating their subordinate Tehsildars to col- 
“ lect the revenue papers, and transmit schemes of the settlement, as above 
explained, to the Zillahdars, who should submit them with their remarks to 
“ the Presence,” &c. Consider this sentence with the preceding one quoted 
from your letter, and you will see that they are inconsistent with each other ; 
for you recommended the continuance of such of the present Aumils as were 
worthy of confidence, not the appointment of new Zillahdars, and therefore as 
there are several Aumils who have given satisfaction to the landholders afid 
peasantry, and kept their districts in a flourishing state, paying their revenue 
regularly, while there are others also equally deserving, though the state of 
their districts and their collection of the revenue be less satisfactory, owing 
to the disafiection and disobedience of the landholders whom they are unable 
to punish, it seemed consistent with your written suggestions to continue all 
those Aumils in their districts, and it was unnecessary to appoint new Zillah- 
dars ; whereas, in the districts of Purtaubgurh and others, to which Ameens 
were intended to be sent, the object of doing so was this: that whenever Koodrut 
Ooila Khan, who was long acquainted with the landholders and Seghadars, 
should place them in attendance on the Ameens, and the Ameens should com- 
mence their proceedings, Koodrut Ooila Khan should be removed from the 
district, and another Zillahdar should be appointed in his room. The appoint- 
ment of Ameens at this time was most certainly in compliance with your verbal 
and written suggestions, and their suspension in consequence of your letter j 
and as such things are manifestly a cause of slight in the eyes of the people, 
my grief on the occasion cannot be said to be misplaced. 

With a reference to your concluding remark, that “ the result of our pro- 
“ traded discussions on the important question of reform, and the expressand 
“ explicit tenor of my letter to Lord Minto, has fixed on me a solemn obli- 
“ gation,” &c. The truth is this ; that whatever is writteri in the said letter, 
and in whatever manner it was written, I have not the smallest idea of departing 
from, and for the reasons above set forth. Ft is no where established nor to be 
inferred from my proceedings, that a partial introduction of the reform into 
sortie districts was all that 1 had in my view. As the British Government, in 
consequence of their friendship for me and in the tcrnls of established treaties, 
as well as from motives of justice, which is their peculiar attribute, are ever 
disposed to give advice for the better management of my affairs, the prosperity 
of my country, and the preservation of my power and authority, which are 
maintained by their assistance alone ; under these circumstances, a measure 
which they have recommended with a view to the advantage of my Govern- 
ment, the prosperity of my country, and the preservation of my authority 
and power, how is it possible that in the progress of such a measure, any 
departure or transgression should take place ? 

You have written, that the execution of this measure, which is indispen- 
“ sable, may be attempted in either of two ways,” &c. to which I reply; that 
communication, concurrence, and advice in the general concerns of the Govern- 
ment, in the manner established by treaty as well as by uhifbrm prlactice, since 
my accession to the musnud, with former Residents at my Court, ha.ve never 
been departed from with you, and shall not be departed from in fiilute ; and the 
British Government, too, from a consideration of the decrease of my Authority 
and power, which are maiintained by their assistance alolie, will' never admit of 
a departure from that practice, asT have repeatedly written apd told yoU m the 
most express terms that it can nfcver be agreeable to ifiy mlrid, end that I will 
not on any principle consent to it. 
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With a reference to your remark at our conference of the S£d of Mohurrum Bengal Poliu'oiil 
( I5th instan't), that “ tli®' cause of your remonstrance against the deputation' of t^oasultation*, 

“ Ameens was your conviction of the injury that must arise from 'my ortkr for 
“ the measurement’ of the landSk^' Thfe case is this; that I would not have Letter, 

refused to acquiesce in 'this • particular if it had been mentioned in your letter of from the Vizier, 
the 1 1th of December, which was the cause of my suspension of the Ameens ; 
but in that letter no such cause is ass^ned, and the ^oiunds of your recommen- 
dation are very different 

You have stated in the beginning of your letter to Avhich this is a reply, that 
“ you might with propriety have refrained from answering either of iny letters 
“ titf the judgment of the Government shoald be known, and that on one 
“ subject, namely, th6 case of Hoosein Alee Khan, from motives of respect 
“ you would be silent;” Yet, notwithstanding this remark, you spoke to me 
on that subject at our last conference, and therefore I write to you again, 
that in my letter to the Governor-General of the 12th of October last, 1 men- 
tioned particularly that I had granted at your suggestion a pension of 2,000 
rupees per metjseih'fbr all the dependants of Hyxler lleg, and that 1 will never 
v.onSent to any departure from that arrangement ; consequently, the children and 
wife' of Akbur Alee Khan cannot be excluded from the provision assigned. As 
you have sent copies and translations of my former letters to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General in Council, it is necessary that this letter should also 
be submitted to his Lordship. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. The original Persian letters from his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, which are noticed 
in your despatches of the 31st December and 7th January last, were received 
from the Persian department on the 11th instant, and 1 had the honour of 
presenting them to the Vizier on Tuesday the 15th instant, when I requested a 
conference with that view. 

2. ThC' remarks with which I prefaced the delivery of his Lordship’s letters to 
the Vizier were conciliatory and friendly in the extreme. I observed to his 
Excellency that it had become my duty, during a residence of nearly seven 
years at his Court, to present a number of letters to him from the head of the 
British Government in India on various subjects of equal and inferior importance 
to those which I held in my hand ; but that the circumstances attending the 
preparation and delivery of those letters, the spirit in which they were con- 
ceived, and the questions to which they had reference, gave a peculiar interest, 
in my mind, to the occasion of this conference with his Excellency, which I had 
never experienced before, and which I was satisfied that his Excellency would 
ascribe to it on porusiiig the letters before him. 

3. At' the close of Lord Minto’s administration, it was a source of the most 
cordial satisfaction to the members of the Government and to me, that the 
several questions depending between the British Government and his Excellency 
had been brought to a happy adjustment, and that no difference of opinion 
veuiained to be obviated or reconciled. A question had subsequently arisen, of 
which the view that was taken by our Government, and its instructions on the 
subject to me, though framed with the most cordial desire to promote his 
Excellency’s reputation, had proved unsatisfactory to his mind, and the con- 
8e(|uence, not unnatural nor uncommon, of a difference of opinion on this 
point', had been that of the revival of discussions wdiich a^earecl to have 
previously terminated in a friendly and satisfactory manner. The question to 
wnidh' I* alluded, namely, that of the application of the personal property of 
Tubseen Alfee Khan, with the discussion to which it had given rise, and also the 
other discossions the renewal of which it had occasioned, had been reported by 
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me to the Goveronieut,and had received its consideration at a Ume when the 
sentiments and feelinj^stowairds his Excellency of a new Governor- General of 
India must necessarily have influenced the decision in a very considerable degree, 
and when the collective decision of the Government, as tending of necessity to 
develop the sentiments and feelings of the personage who was now at the head 
of the administration, with a reference to the state of Oude and to bis Excel* 
ieucy’s person and Government, could not fail to excite a peculiar interest in his 
Excellency, and to make a lasting impression on his mind. 

4. Under such circumstances as these, I observed, it must be satisfactory and 
gratifying in the extreme to his Excellency as well as to me, to perceive in the 
letters which I presented to him a sentiment of cordial friendship, a feeling of 
personal regard, a disposition to soothe and conciliate, to concede when con- 
cession might be practicable, and to abstain from unnecessary interference in the 
concerns of his Excellency’s Government, as u'cll as from controversial discus- 
sions, to the utmost possible extent, combined with a resolution to give advice 
on occasions which might require interference, with a view to the mutual 
benefit of both States, or to his Excellency’s honour and advantage, and to urge 
that advice on such occasions (since to refrain were a dereliction of duty) in 
terms of dignified firmness, but in the spirit of cordial friendship, and with 
expressions of the sincerest regard. 

5. Of all those benevolent intentions on the part of the present 
administration of the British Government in India, the two letters from Lord 
Moira, w'hich I was now to present to his Excellency, were demonstrative in an 
equal degree, in reality, though the concessionary terms of the one, and the 
firmer tone of the other, might appear at first sight to his Excelleticy to 
authorize a different construction. The first I proceeded to rea® to him ; 
and after doing so, I took a retrospective view of the character and services of 
Tubseen Alee Khan, and of the circumstances which brought that person 
originally to the notice of the British Government and its representative at 
the Court of Lucknow. 

6. Tubseen Alee Khan, I observed, was the favoured and confidential 
servant of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, a necessary and perhaps an 
involuntary instrument of the gratification of many of his master’s propensities, 
the depository of most of his secrets as well as of much of his personal wealth, 
more particularly of his wardrobe and jewels. In the exercise of tliose trusts 
he had proved himself a most zealous and faithful servant, and worthy of the 
confidence reposed in him. On the accession of Vizier Alee Khan to the 
musnud, through an honest though erroneous conviction on the part of the 
British Government of the justice of his title to that station, Tuhseen was 
precluded from affording the particular information which he possessed re- 
garding the spurious birth of Vizier Alee Khan, by considerations of the 
most imperious nature which he was totally unable to control ; but his 
attachment to the Government of Oude, and a sense of his duty to the State, 
as the confidential servant of its former ruler and depository of much of his 
wealth, induced him to act in such a mannner as to incur the implacable 
resentment of Vizier Alee Khan, to the imminent danger of his own life, 
(which was preserved by the intervention of our Government,) and subse- 
quently, on a proper occasion, to afford that information to the Government, 
which by demonstrating the defective title of Vizier Alee conduced to the 
happy establishment of his Excellency in the sovereignty of his hereditary 
dominions, through the influence of the British justice and power. By such 
conduct as this, I observed, Tuhseen Alee Khan had originally obtained the 
notice and favour of our Government, and had established a manifest claim 
to the gratitude and kindness of the Vizier ; and both had been constantly 
merited, in a degree which no other servant could boast, by a series of faithful 
and zealous attachment and services, which had ended only with hid life. 
The liberality of his disposition had prevented him from amassing any personal 
wealth, and the integrity of his conduct while in office had precluded bis relatimis 
or subordinate officers and servants from profiting by the situation which he held, 
to secure their future independence, so that his nousehold-fumiture and his 
wardrobe, with a few houses which he had purchased or built, formed the 
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only property that he possessed, or considered as at bis perscmal^ disposal; and this 
be had bequeathed by a will, not strictly conformable, it was admitted, with the 
dictates or the Mohummudan law^ nor with the practice of Mussulman 
countries, but justified, in the opinion of the? testator and in that of the 
British Government, by the peculiar circumstances of his case, and entitled 
in an extraordinary degree to the indulgent consideration of his sovereign. The 
British Government or its representative at Lucknow had no knowledge of 
the terms of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will till the near approach of the death of 
the testator. We could have no interest Avhatever in the accomplishment of 
the purposes of the will, save a feeling of regard for the character and memory 
of the deceased, and of hutnanity for his needy dependants, which must be felt 
in common with us by his Excellency; and the gratification of those just 
and natural feelings, on both parts, appeared to be so easily consulted by our 
Government’s acceptance of the trust which Tuhseen Alee Khan had reposed 
in it, and by his Excellency’s recognition of the will, that no objection 
occurred to a decision of the question on this basis, and to the instructions 
which had been issued to me and communicated to his Excellency for that 
purpose. His Excellency would be disposed to admit, on a calm and dis- 
passionate reflection, that there was nothing contained in those instructions, 
which the peculiar circumstances of the case, and the intimate nature of the 
connection subsisting between the two States, would not have justified in the 
opinion of the world and of the subjects of his Excellency’s Government ; and 
more particularly with regard to myself, that I must have been justified, and 
my conduct have been approved by the government whose instructions I had 
received, in proceeding to execute its commands without any hesitation or 
delay, tan# in applying the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the purposes 
for which he had bequeathed it. The opposite conduct which I pursued with 
a view to his Excellency’s satisfaction, and the result of the reference which 
I had made, as demonstrative of the wish of the Government to gratify his 
Excellency’s mind, to yield even to his prejudices and prepossessions in every 
practicable case, would, I doubted not, be viewed by his Excellency in the 
only suitable light, and would produce corresponding sentiments in his mind, 
not only with a reference to the question which was the immediate subject of 
this letter, but to every other point in discussion between the British Govern- 
ment and himself. 

7 . The Vizier interrupted me here, to express the sense which he felt of my 
friendly and considerate conduct with regard to the property of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, the acquisition of which he ascribed to my acquiescence in his original 
desire to suspend the sale of the property, and my ultimate intercession with 
the Government, which gave rise to the present arrangement. “ Had you sold 
«* the property,” said his Excellency, “as you were instructed and empowered 

to do, this arrangement could not have taken place, and my views must of 
“ necessity have been defeated : you are entitled to my thanks for your consi- 
“ deration.” 1 replied, that a similar result might always be expected by bis 
Excellency when he reposed his confidence in me ; that the gratification of his 
Excellency’s mind was ever my leading desire, and that my best advice and 
exertions should always be directed to this end, when the accomplishment of 
his Excellency’s wishes should seem consistent, as on the present occasion, 
with the purposes of essential justice, and conducive to his honour and hap- 
piness. 

8 . We now reverted to the consideration of the extent of the provisions to 
be assigned to the relations and servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and I submitted 
to his Excellency’s liberality, that the amount which was fixed by the deceased, 
and recommended in fact by the Governor-General, though his Lordship, from, 
motives of delicay, had delegated the expression of his wishes to me, should 
not be diminished by this arrangement ; and with a reference to the grand- 
children of Chutra Mull, that his Excellency would be pleased to consider 
both his own name and the name of Lord Moira, as well as the services of 
Tuhseen, in assigning a provision for those orphans. His Excellency desired 
we to, state to him what I wished to propose for the children ; observing, how- 
ever) it WAS notorious that they needed not any provision, and that his 
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Oily is^oMBt toghw tet t*3Pt tiinf wts a amke to fmtify nw. I pro. 
potod that the aggwgtoa amount of the proviaioni aaaigoed in the will, namtl*^ 
* ”** ”** J7d rupeei per menienii tbonld be extended to 1,000 rupees, gtviiig iS5 rupees 
per nensum to the family of.Chutra Mull Seth; and on his Bxcdleiicy*s 
riaw lto is h f at objecting to this, 1 restricted my proposal in their behalf to an aHowanoe of 
Lwtasw. 3QQ rupees, which his Excellency, though he did not promise to grant, seemed 
disposed, as 1 thought, to consent to, and the final adjustmrat of the question 
was suspended till a future occasion. 

9* I now presented to the Vizier, and read to him from a popy in my hand, 
after some appropriate introductory remarks, the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General’s letter under date the 7th of January, having a reference to the 

a uestion of reform. His Excellency, after hearing with attention the whole of 
le contents of that letter, inquired if his letter to my address of the SOth 
January last had been submitted to the notice of the Government before his 
Lordship’s letter was written. I answered, that (it certainly had not ; but 
that a translation of his Excellency’s letter, which I had lost no time in 
forwarding to the Presidency, must have been received befm'e this was dis- 
patched ; and if the contents of his Excellency’s letter had suggested the 
necessity of alteration in the tenor of the Governor-General’s letter, or had 
occasioned any change in the sentiments of his Lordship in Council on the 
subject of it, that alteration would certainly have been made. Any change in 
the sentiments of the Government would unquestionably have been signified to 
me. I added, that this was a subject on which his Excellency would, of course, 
be diposed to meditate and deliberate by himself, before he made any commu- 
nication to me, and that 1 would no longer intrude on his time. Me replied, 
that he would peruse the letter with attention, and appoint an early day to con- 
verse with me further on the subject. On taking leave, he again expressed the 
joy and satisfaction which he felt, and which was manifest, as 1 thought, in his 
countenance, at the decision by Government in his favour of the question 
regarding Tuhseen Alee Khan’s property, and the unconditional surrender of 
that property, which I declared my readiness to make over to him whenever 
he should be pleased to desire it, relying on his own liberality for a favourable 
result to the appeal which I had offered in behalf of the relations of the 
deceased. 

la On Wednesday the l6th instant, the day following our conference, I 
received a message from his Excellency the Vizier to this effect ; that he was 
disposed to fdlow my advice implicitly on all the questions depending ; that 
he considered me as hid be.st friend, and was persuaded of tlie justice and truth 
of every remark that I had made to him at our conference on the foregoing 
day ; that he was preparing a letter to the address of the Governor-General on 
the subject of the provisions to be assigned to Tuhseen’s relations and servants, 
w 4 iich he wi^d to get rid of, in the first instance, in such a manner aa to 
satisfy me, and with this view be requested me to send to him, in writing, my 
proposal in behalf of the family of CJintra Mull Seth, 1 returned an i^ro- 
priate answer to his Excellency’s message above quoted, and sent a written 
statement on the subject of it to the following effect. ** My first proposal to 
yotur Excellency, in behalf of the grand-children of Cbutra Mull Seth, waa 
that an aUovance of 4 ^^ rupees per mensem should be assigned to them, 
** making the whole of your Excellency’s bounty to the relations and servants 
“ of the deceased the sum of 1,000 rupees per mensem, which 1 was satisfied 
“ that our Government would think liberal : but observing your Excellency’s 
*' reluctance to this grant, and most anxious, on every occasion, to consult your 
** Excellency’s pleasure in preference to every ol^eot. of my own, I immediate^ 
“ restricted my proposal to the aggregate sum of 97^ rupees per mensem, 

“ giving a monthly allowance of only 800 rupees tot he fhmil y of Chutm 
“ MuU Seth, and 1 pledged myself to satisfy the Government that this provi- 
sion would be sufficient fbr theiir su{q>Qrt.’* 

1 1 . The Vizier took the statement from my Moonshee, m»d promised a satis- 
factoi^ reply to it. On the evening of the followinj; day he tranemitted to iBe by 
a epandential servant a letter to the ad<b08s of my Lord Mtrira, conmnnwativo of 

his 





his final cefecdlutieiiia Akvowr ol fibe farrants and rektbiisQif lElliiiittm Blee Khan, 
which announces the confirmation of all the deceased’s behests in fiivtmr of the 
^imer, on the condition of their attendance on his Excellency, mA a gnat of 
dOO rupees per mensem to the latter, in compliance, as bis Excellency Btt been 
pleased to observe, with the desire of the Right Honourable the GovemoMsene* 
raJ, and with my concurrence and advice. The letter to bis Lordbbip*$ address 
has been transmitted to the Persian department. 


IS. With this letter to the address of my Lord Moira, the Vizier sent me a 
letter, a translation of which is enclosed ; and I have thought it my duty to re|dy 
to that letter in the terms of the accompanying document, which I have used die 
precaution of submitting to his Excellency as a draft, without official signatore 
or form, to ascertain that it meets with his approbation, or to enable me to gratify 
his wish regarding the terms of it, if the alteration which he proposes be practi> 
cable consistently with candour or truth. 

13. lam smry to have occasion to add, with a reference to the concluding 
paragraph of your despatch of the 31st of December last, that the Vizier has 
expressly refused his consent to the smallest increase of the allowance of the 
members of the kboord muhl of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood«Dowlah, and that a 
number of those unfortunate women continue to be clamorous in the extreme. 
Understanding by a message from his Excellency that they meditated a preda. 
tory attempt against some houses containing valuable property in the neighbour- 
hood of the place where they reside, I have complied with his Excellency’s 
requisition of a guard of the Company’s sepoys to protect his property from their 
hands: buti see no immediate prospect of their desisting from their clamorous 
proceedings, unless their demand of an additional allowance be complied with. 


14. The Vizier has not hitherto made any communication to me on the im- 
portant subject of reform, or on the question of the pension of Hoosein Alee 
Khan ; but 1 am disposed to augur the most salutary effects and impressioDs on 
his Excellency’s mind from the tenor of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General’s letter to him on these subjects, and from the friendly and conciliatory 
observations, on my own part, with which the delivery of that letter was acemn- 
panied, in obedience to bis Lordship’s commands. 

15. I take this opportunity of reporfing, for his Lordship in Council’s infor- 
mation, that another vexatious discussion between his Excwency the Vizier and 
myself, regarding the terms of the receipt to be granted by her Highness the 
younger Begum fur the amount of her monthly stipend in lieu of her jagier and 
provisions, has been brought to a satisfactory conclusion, by bis Excellency’s 
ultimate acquiescence in a proposal submitted to him by me, and to which he 
announced nis consent in a very gracious manner by a letter of yesterday’s date. 

I have. See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailuie, 

19 th February 1814. Resident 


From bis Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 18th February 1814.) 

The question of the provision for the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth and 
the servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan deceased being now settled, agreeably to 
the desire of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, with your concurrence 
and . advice, and my answer to his Lordship’s letter being also sent to you with 
this, I write to you now to desire that the person in charge of the property of 
the late Tuhseen Alee Khan be directed to make over the whole of it to the aer- 
vanta of my Goveramoit. 

A true trauslatioa : 


Letter 

from the Vizier* 


(Sgned) J. BA1Z.UX, 

Resident. 


To 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th February 1814.) 

I have had -the honour to receive your Excellency’s gracious letter on %e 
subject of the provisions assigned to the relations and servants of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, accompanied by a letter from your Excellency to the address of bis Ex* 
cellency the Right Honourable the Governor*GeneraU which I shall forward 
to his Lordship without delay : and if your Excellency will be pleased to appoint 
some person to take charge of the property of the deceased, and direct the 
attendance of that person on me, I shall immediately instruct Lieutenant For- 
tune, the commanding officer of my escort, and Sheikh Shubbun> the confiden- 
tial servant of the deceased, to accompany your Excellency’s servant to his dwel- 
ling-house, to deliver over the whole of the property, and to remove the Honour- 
able Company’s sepoys who are placed as a guard at the house. 

As your Excellency has been pleased to express, in your letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, that the provision for the family of Chutra 
Mull Seth had been fixed in concurrence with my advice, and as the statement 
which 1 submitted to your Excellency contained the sum ot 425 rupees as the 
maximum, and SOO rupees as the minimum of a provision . for those indigent 
orphans, it has occurred to me as a possible circumstance, that the sum of 
200 rupees in your Excellency's letter to Lord Moira may have been inserted by 
a mistake of the transcriber. But should it be otherwise, as the satisfaction of 
your Excellency’s mind is the constant object of my desire, and predominant 
over every other consideration, 1 am ready to take upon myself the responsibility 
for the smallness of this provision, and to acquiesce in its ascription to my 
advice. There are, however, two or three other subordinate matters, having 
reference to the will of the deceased, which your Excellency has omitted to 
notice in your letter to his Excellency Lord Moira, and which 1 am persuaded 
that your Excellency will pardon my recommending to your favourable consi- 
deration, should they not have been present to your mind while preparing your 
letter to the Governor-General, more especially as in fact they were agreed to 
in the earlier stages of this discussion, namely, first, the construction of a monu- 
ment over the grave of your Excellency’s faithful servant, Tuhseen Alee Khan ; 
and, secondly, the propriety of the grant of two of the provisions particularly 
s]>ecified in his will, those of Sheikh Shubbim and Moonshee Aftaub Raee. 

Your Excellency is doubtless aware, that the maintenance of the elephants, 
horses, and other cattle, belonging to the estate of the deceased, and the wages 
of several servants, have been defrayed by the widow of Chutra Mull Seth, 
under my particular orders, since the demise of Tuhseen Alee Khan ; and the 
amount of these several charges, which is stated at 6', 000 rupees, is a burden 
on this unfortunate person, from which the generosity of your Excellency’s mind 
may perhaps dispose you to release her, as the whole of the property is your 
own. This point I submit to your Excellency without any further remark, be- 
cause I have stated it already to our Government, and await the communication 
of its commands. 

The date of the commencement of the pensions does not appear to be specified 
in your Excellency’s letter to Lord Moira, nor in your gracious letter to me ; 
and therefore 1 beg to be informed of your Excellency’s intentions on this 
point, that 1 may report it to the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Bauxie, 

Resident. 


Ordered, That the following letter from the Resident at Lucknow to the 
Persian Secretary to the Government, and the following translation of a letter 
from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the Governor-General, which accom- 
])anied Major BaiUle’s despatches, be here^recorded. 

# '■ j 
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To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excellency 
th<f Vizier, to the address of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General, and referred to in my despatch of this date to the Secretary in the 
Political Department. This letter from his Excellency the Vizier is an answer 
to that from Lord Moira, under date the 31st of December, conveyed by your 
despatch of the 31st ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

10th February 1814. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 28th February 1814.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s obliging letter of the 31st 
of December, stating that Major Baillie had communicated to you the result of 
his application to me on the subject of the will of the late Mohummud Tuhseen 
Alee Khan; and that, as Major Baillie’s representations have failed to produce 
conviction in my mind, and the maintenance of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan’s 
family and dependants may be equally provided for in a manner which cannot 
possibly appear to me to involve the objection which I opposed to the recogni- 
tion of his will, the original proposition will, in deference to me, be withdrawn ; 
intimating, at the same time, your Excellency’s conviction that I shall feel it 
becoming my dignity, iny justice, and my character for generosity, to settle on 
the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth a provision adequate to their mainte- 
nance and that of the servants of the deceased mentioned by name in his will. 

I at all times, and in every situation, hope to experience your Excellency’s 
kindness and regard, and I am perfectly satisfied that through the influence of 
your Lordship’s kindness, all my affairs will prosper and flourish. I desire to 
offer to your Excellency my grateful acknowledgments for what your Excel- 
lency, in the benignity of your disposition, has been pleased to determine in 
the present case, with a view to combine the promotion of my reputation 
and your own satisfaction, with the maintenance of my independent au- 
thority. 

In compliance with your Excellency’s recommendation, and with a view to 
promote your satisfaction, I have assigned a provision for the grand-children of 
Chutra Mull Seth, and monthly allowances for the several dependants and ser- 
vants of the late Tuhseen Aice Khan, regulated by the advice of Major BaHlie. 
They will accordingly remain near my person under circumstances of ease and 
comfort, in the enjoyment of their allowances, and I sliall take due care of 
them. 

The particulars of the allowances granted for their suj)port will be made 
known to your Lordship by the enclosed statement, and by the communicutious 
of Major Baillie. 

Statement of the allowances alluded to in the foregoing. 

For the expenses of the ten days’ mourning of theMohurrum 
and the Fatehas (obituary ceremonies) in honour of the 


deceased, annually Rupees fiOO 

To the grandsons of Chutra Mull Seth, monthly £00 

Monthly stipends to the under-mentioned dependants of 
Tuhseen Alec Khan : 

Shehaub-ood-Deen, commonly called Shubbiin Rupees 200 

Aftaub Race Moonshee 50 

Imamee 50 

Seetul Pershaud Mootusuddie 40 

Moonna Loll 25 

Balkishen 25 

*" Cariied over.’ Rupees 390 

7 O Khoorruin 


Bengal Palitical 
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m O U O li P A P E fl s.' 


Brought over Rupees 390 

Kboorrum Eunuch 15 

Almass Eunuch * 15 

Muhboob Eunuch 15 

Wujeeh Eunuch 15 

Ameen OoIIah 15 

Mecr Casim Alee 15 

Munnoo 15 

Seetiec Bellaul 10 

Seeclce Mobarek 10 

Ifeclaqnt Oollah 5 

Ramzaunce 5 

Total amount of stipends to dependants Rupees 525 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Monckton, 


Persian Secretary to Government. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 19th instant, I 
have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy and 
translation of a paper of remarks, which I have received from his Excellency 
the Vizier, on the draft of a letter which I submitted to him regarding the 
provision assigned to the grand-children of (-hutra Mull Seth, and some other 
purposes of the will of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 

2. On receiving this paper from the Vizier, as 1 considered it in the light 
of an answer to the draft of my letter above noticed, I requested his Excel- 
lency to inform me whether or not he wished me to consider it in that 
light, and to submit it to the notice of the Government, or to give official form 
in the first instance to the draft which 1 had submitted to him, and to await his 
ofiicial answer. 

3. The Vizier replied to my message, that this note was intended for my own 
information alone, as explanatory of his Letter to Lord Moira, and that be did 
not wish either my draft of a letter to himself or his remarks on the subject of 
it to be entered on the official records ; but that I might impart the substance of 
it to the Government, if I thought proper. His Excellency’s wish, as he added, 
and repeated with seeming earnestness to my Moonshee, was to avoid all 
further discussion on this subject in particular, and to preclude the possibility 
of a difference of opinion between us on any subject whatever : that we bad 
differed unfortunately on many subjects already, but he hoped that all difie- 
rence was at an end, and he was resolved to follow my advice implicitly on 
every future occasion, whether of great or inferior importance. 

4. From the tenor of his Excellency’s written communication enclosed, it is 
obvious that his Excellency has resolved to limit the extent of his bounty to 
the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth to the sum of 20() rupees per men- 
sem, and to consider the pensions assigned to the Vakeel and the Moonshee of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan as no more than life grants, or as rcsumable perhaps at 
his pleasure. Yet, under the instructions of the Government to me, I have 
not considered myself as at liberty to urge those questions any further, nor to 
delay the surrender to the Vizier of the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan, which 
has accordingly been made over to his Excellency. 

5. It is satisfactory that his Excellency adheres to his promise of constructing 
a monument over the grave of his faithf ul servant, and also that he has agreed 

to 
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tor repiw the charges of subsisting the cattle, &c. from the dty of Tubseen 
Alee Ikbann’s demise. 

I have, &c. 

locknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

22d February 1814. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the Slst February 1814.) 

With a reference to the draft of a letter which you sent to me for perusal on 
the S6th of Suffer (19th instant), in order to ascertain my sentiments on the 
points which are stated in it, and to have the alterations suggested which I might 
wish, the state of the matter is this : that I formerly refused to give any allow- 
ance whatever to the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth, and that my present 
consent to give any thing has been occasioned exclusively by the letter of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, my Lord Moira, and by your verbal 
representations. 

The construction of a monument over the grave of the deceased shall cer- 
tainly take place, as it was promised, but I never made any promise of the per- 
petuity of the grant to those persons ; and the expenses of feeding the cattle from 
the day of the death of Tuhseen, shall also be refunded by my Government. The 
date of the commencement of the pensions, and the date of my letter to the 
Governor-General, are one and the same. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) .1. Baillie, 

Kesident. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 22d 
January last, enclosing a copy and translation of his Excellency the Vizier’s 
reply to your letter to his Excellency on the important subject of the reform. 

2. His Excellency the Governor- General in Council forbears to make any 
remarks on the subject of the Vizier’s answer to your letter, until his Excellency’s 
determination on the questions to which it relates shall be made known in the 
re[)ly which his Lordship in (’ouncil awaits to his letters addressed to the Vizier, 
both on the subject of reform and of the distribution of the pension to the 
family of llyder Beg Khan. • 

3. With respect to the latter question, I am directed to take this opportunity 
of acknowledging the receipt of your two despatches on that subject, under 
dates the Slst December aiwl 28th January last, and of stating to you tliat, for 
the reasons above stated, it is not considered necessary to make any particular 
observations on the conduct of his Excellency with regard to Ilooscin Alee 
Khan, as reported in the former of those despatches, until the effect of his Lord- 
ship’s letter, above adverted to, shall appear by the tenor of his Excellency’s 
reply. 

4. I am further directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
19th ultimo, reporting the delivery of the Governor- General’s letter to the 
Vizier, above adverted to, and the substance of your communication to his 
Excellency on that occasion, and to signify to you his Lordship in Council’s 
approbation of the tenor of the observations which you made to his Excellency, 
and generally of the manner in which you have executed the instructions of 
Government to which your despatch refers. With respect to the grant of 
200 rupees assigned by his Excellency for the support of the relations of the 
late Tuhseen Alee Khan, although it would have been more satisfactory if his 
Excellency had assigned the larger sum proposed by you ; yet, as his Lordship 
in Council does not consider this point to be one on which the Vizier should 
be urged further, he approves the tenor of your letter to the Vizier signifying 
your acquiescence in that arrangement. 

It 


Bengal Polltfaad'' 
ConsultatfOAs, 

4 Mar. 1814. 


Letter 
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5. It is sati8i«ctoi7 to his Lordship in Council to learn tliat the question 
respecting the terms of the receipt to be granted by the younger Begum, alluded 
to in the 15 th paragraph of your despatch of the 19th ultimo, above acknow- 
ledged, has been settled by bis Excellency the Vizier’s acquiescence in your 
proposal on that subject. 

6. It is also satisfactory to his Lordship iti Council to observe by your letter 
of the 22d ultimo, the receipt of which I am now directed to acknowledge, 
that the Vizier has consented to construct a monument over the grave of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, and has agreed to repay the expenses of subsisting the cattle, &c. 
alluded to in your despatch of the 19th of the same month. 

7. Your letter of the 15th January, on the subject of the instructions of 
Government of the Slst of December respecting Bustee Ram, the news-writer, 
has also been received and laid before the Governor-General in Council, and I 
am directed to signify to you the satisfaction with which his Lordship in Council 
has learnt his Excellency’s determination to recall the news-writer in question 
from Elahabad. 

1 have. See. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

4th March 1814. Secretary to Government 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The ^5th March 1814. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government 
Sir: 

1. On the evening of the 6th instant I had the honour of receiving from his 
Excellency the Vizier a letter to my own address, giving cover to his Excel- 
lency’s reply to the letter from Lord Moira to His Excellency, under date the 
7th of January, on the important subject of reform, and regarding the distri- 
bution of the pension assigned to llooscin Alee Khan and his family. 

2. A copy and translation of the Vizier’s letter to me are transmitted by this 
despatch, and with a view to facilitate and expedite the deliberation and 
decision of the Government on the matter and manner of that letter, and of his 
Excellency’s letter to Lord Moira, a translation of the latter document has also 
been hastily prepared, and is submitted for his Lordship in Council’s perusal. 

3. I am concerned to have occasion to state, that I cannot see cause to give 
credit, so ample and implicit as I could wish, to those professions of a cordial 
desire to concur and co-operate with our Government, which are contained 
in this letter from the Vizier to his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General. I recognize in that document, with regret, a considerable 
degree of the same unhappy disposition to evade, which ha.s uniformly marked 
his Excellency’s conduct with a reference to the question of reform, since the 
first agitation of that {Question, excepting, indeed, for the short period of a 
month after the date of his last letter to Lord Minto, during which an opposite 
spirit was indicated, whether genuine or pretended I know not. 

4. It seems unnecessary to comment in detail on the tenor of his Excellency’s 
letter to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. I 
have submitted my sentiments to the Government on a number of such letters 
as this during my residence at the Court of the Vizier, and my several des- 
patches to the Government, containing those sentiments and remarks, having 
received the approbation of the Government, my opinion of his Excellency’s 
proceedings and designs, with a reference to the reform of his administration, 
may be said to have been adopted as its own. 

.5. There are two questions arising out of the tenor of the documents 
enclosed, on which the early decision of the Government appears to be required 
for my guidance, namely, first, the expediency of acquiescing in the manner 
of conducting the reform, which is stated in his Excellency’s letter to my 

address 



address and rdlenMd to in his letter to Lord Moira, and which is manifestly 
intended to preclude any useful interference on my part ; for bi$ J^rdsbip in 
Council will observe, that while his Excellency expresses his ae^foiescence in 
one of the suggestions which were conveyed to him by my letter of the 11th 
of December, he is totally silent on the subject of the conclu^ng pan^^raph of 
that letter, and has not even expressed a design to communicate to me the 
contents of his proclamation and instructions to Ameens,far less to furnish copies 
of the proclamation for the purpose of being circulated by me through the medium 
of the commanding'ofHcers of our troops. As a part of tliis question, it is to 
be considered whether or not our acquiescence in his Excellency’s plan should 
be accompanied by a solemn declaration that the Government cannot be respon- 
sible for the failure of his Excellency’s measures adopted without its knowledge 
or advice, and that his Excellency’s eventual reproaches or complaints on this 
point will be entitled to no consideration. A declaration to this purpose, on 
the part of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, might perhaps have 
the salutary effect of inducing His Excellency the Vizier to seek the concur- 
rence of the Resident in the most important details of tlie reform, to ensure 
the success of his measures. 

6. The second question relates to the employment of British troops in sup- 
port of the measures of the Vizier, having for their professed object a reform 
in the administration of his revenue, without reference to the justice and 
expediency, or to the real object of those measures. The question may thua 
be stated : is the declaration of the British Government to the Vizier, prescribed 
by my instructions of the 2d of August 1811, and conveyed by me to his 
Excellency in my letter of the 15th of January 1812, forming a number of my 
despatch of the 27th of February in that year, to be considered as abrogated by 
the Vizier’s consent to the reform, declared in the manner in which he haa 
declared it ? and are his Excellency’s requisitions in future for the aid of the 
British troops to be complied with, unacompanied by the assertion of a right to> 
investigate and arbitrate the demands which our power may be required to 
enforce ? 

7. With a view to facilitate a decision on the merits of the questions which 
I have stated, 1 take tlie liberty of referring the Government to my despatchea 
of the 27th of February and 12th of May 1812, and to the answers to those 
despatches under dates the 20th of March and 25th of June in that year. 

8. I have deemed it to be my duty to refrain from offering any remonstrance 
to the Vizier on the tenor of his letter to Lord Moira, partly from an idea com- 
bined with a feeble expectation that the view which 1 have taken of it in this 
despatch may hereafter appear to be erroneous, and partly from a fear of inter- 
rupting the harmony which at present subsists between his Excellency the 
Vizier and myself, and which has been manifested on the part of his Excellency 
by his voluntary and unexpected concession of a few subordinate points, on 
which I had ceased to urge liim since my receipt of your official despatch of the 
31st of December last and your private letters connected with it. A continuance 
of the same disposition on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, which it shall 
be ray study to cultivate and improve by every effort of conciliation on my own 
part, may lead his Excellency to distinguish me by a greater share of his con- 
fidence, with a reference to the measures of reform, than his letter would seem 
to prognosticate. 

9. It will be satisfactory to his Lordship in Council to observe that the Vizier 
has been pleased to acquiesce in the distribution of the pension of Hoosein 
Alee Khan, which I proposed to his Excellency, and which the Government 
did me the honour to approve. 

I have. See, 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. B.tiLLiE, 

8th March 1814. Resident. 
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From His Excellency tlie Vixier. (Received the 6th March 1814.)' 

I transmit ray reply to the friendly letter of the Bight Honourable the 
Governor-General, my Lord Moira, for your perusal, and for the purpose of 
being despatched. On a perusal of it you will understand the contents. 
Regarding the introduction of the plan of reform, refusal and delay were 
not my objects formerly, nor are they now. As you proposed, in your letter 
of the 17 th Zeehijj (11th December), that each of the districts to be committed 
to the charge of Ameens should be extended to a territory yielding two lacs, 
or two lacs and a half of rupees with the view of increasing their salaries, and 
that, at all events, the superintendence and control of the proceedings of every 
ten or twelve of those Ameens should be vested in an officer of high rank and 
of great respectability and integrity, with an adequate salary, as a Zillahdar, 
I shall accordingly search for and select suitable persons for the office of 
Ameens, and persons of distinction to I>e Zillahdars, in the districts and divisions 
of which the present Aumils should be removed ; and having done so, I shall 
instruct these new officers, and also such of the present Aumils as are to be 
continued in office, to publish the |)roclamations and prepare the revenue papers 
as you desired. 


From his Excellency the Vizier to his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General. (Dated the 12th Rubbee-ool-Avvul 1229. CthMarch 1814.) 

Your Lordship’s friendly letter dated the 7th of January (corresponding with 
the 14th of Mohurrum), replete with expressions of kindness, desiring me to 
issue the provision for Hooseiu Alee Khan and his family, without making any 
allotment out of it for the family of Akbur Alee Khan, and recommending the 
plan of reform in the settlement of my country, has arrived at an auspicious 
time, and as conveying the assurances of your Lordship’s favour and kindness 
with expressions of cordial iViendship, has rendered me joyful and happy. 
My friend, the provision which was fixed for the subsistence of Hooseiu Alec 
Khan, in regard to the distribution of tliat provision, I wrote to the Resident, 
Major Baillie, what appeared to me to be the sense of the passage of Lord 
Minto’s letter ; but as I wish to consult your Lordship's pleasure in all things, 
I have now issued the provison as you desired, because I prefer the satisfaction 
of your Lordship’s mind to every other consideration. Let Hoosein Alee 
Khan attend upon me : he shall be treated with every degree of favour, and 
shall receive the provision assigned to him. 

It has been written, that “ my answer to Lord Minto’s letter, dated 2d July 
“ 1813, expressed a distinct acquiescence in'theplan of reform, and conveyed 
‘‘an assurance that it should be immediately undertaken; but that Major 

Baillie has informed the Government that I appear to have abandoned that 
“ salutary intention, and that I have shewn a marked disinclination to listen to his 
“ suggestions referring to that momentous concern.” My friend, your sincere 
well-wisher has shewn no disinclination whatever to adopt the plan of reform ; 
hut, on the contrary, although the season was unfavourahle to such measures, 
«ith a view to the performance of my promise, I depute<l Ameens to two 
districts, which of all my dominions required a settlement the most, and was 
preparing to issue my orders with regard to all the other districts in my country, 
•\hen a discussion regarding certain matters which were subversive of my 
power and authority occasioned a delay, as will have appeared to yr.ur Lord- 
ship on a perusal of my letter to Major Baillie, dated the 27th of Mohurrum 
(20th January), which was sent to that gentleman with a desire of its bein^ 
forwarded to your Lordship before my receipt of your friendly letter to my sell. 

To your Lordship's enlightened mind it cannot be concealed, that the settle- 
ment of my country may certainly be accomplished by degrees, and is practi- 
cable in process of time ; hut that the immediate execution of such a work 
could never have been stated by me, and was very remote from my intention. 

What has been written with the pen of kindness, that “ it is your Lordship’s. 
“ anxious desire, and equally the solicitude of those with whom you are associated, 

« that 
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« that every testimony^f attentbii, aiKi every procedure which can uphold my dig- Bengal Political 
“ nity, should be manifested by tlie British Oovemment.” My friend, your well- Cods. Itatlons, 
wisher entertains exactly this hope and expectation from the British Government, 
that the testimonies of attention and consideration for his dignity should daily in- 
crease^ that the prosperity and splendour of his Governineni, tlie permanency of from the Vizier, 
his power and authority, which depend on the favour of the British Government 
alone, should be constantly augmented and conhrmed, more particularly under 
the administration of your Lordship, whose reputation for every laudable quality, 
for kindness and benevolence of heart, as well as for magnanimity and extraor- 
dinary consideration for princes, is celebrated all over tlie world, and whose 
auspicious arrival in these climes I have hailed with peculiar joy, as the source 
of advancement, prosperity, and splendour to all the concerns of my Govern- 
ment. I am certain that during your Lordship’s administration, not one of 
the affairs of my Government can be subjected to loss or decline. 

What has been written in the spirit of friendship, that “ there will not be 
“ wanting men in my durbar whose advantages would suffer from such a reform, 

“ and it is natural that they should attempt to disincline me to the measure 
‘*aod to the British Government for urging it:” the truth is this; that yonr 
Lordship’s sincere well-wisher acquired the Government of his hereditary do- 
minions through the aid of the British justice alone, and therefore is so cordially 
disposed to maintain on every occasion the relations of amity and friendship with 
the British Government, as to preclude his receiving or admitting the inter- 
ference of any person’s advice between himself and that (iovernment, in the 
cultivation of wliosc friendship and good-will he is constantly absorbed ; so 
that were any person to engage in an attempt so wicked and abominable as 
that of disinclining your well-wisher to the British Government, your well- 
wisher would consider him as his enemy. By no means, and again by no means. 

By the mighty Creator I swrear, that such an idea has never entered into niy 
mind: and from your Lordship’s friendsliip I hope that if any person slioiild 
ascribe such a thought or report a suspicion so groundless to your Lordship 
with relation to me, you will blot it at once from your heart, the abode of 
purify and candour. 

Your Lordship has written, that “ you entreat me to co-operatc, in perfect 
“ confidence with you, to maintain the united interests of the two Governments 
“ firm and unshaken, and that it shall be your study to forbear, as far as duty 
“ will permit, any interference in minor concerns which may be unpleasant to 
“ me.” My generous friend, your sincere wcll-wislier, of old, and since his 
accession to his hereditary power, has ever most earnestly desired a co-operation 
with the British Government, as the source of the stability of his own country 
and dominion ; and now that this auspicious word has so happily flown from 
the pen of an exalted chief like your Lordship, adorned with every virtue and 
grace, and has been applied through excessive kindness to me, I am gratified 
and rejoiced beyond measure. I am certain that all my just views and con- 
cerns must be accomplished and advanced as I could wish them ; and I am 
prepared, whenever your Lordship shall inquire into my other concerns, to give 
a full and unreserved explanation. With regard to the :ulo])tion of the plan 
for the settlement of my country, I have neither refusal nor delay. But let it 
be adopted and executed in such a way as to occasion no loss nor diminution of 
my authority and pow'er, ami in the maimer explained by my letter of this date 
to the Resident, which will be submitted for your Lordsliifi’s perusal, when the 
doubts, if it please God, ami tiie apprehension in the miiul of the British 
Government, that unjust exactions on my part occasion the disaflcction and 
rebellion of the landholders, and my demand for the aid of the British troops, 
will be totally obviated and removed ; for, in reality, my disposition is so 
inimical to all manner of unjust exaction and ojipression ot my subjects, that I 
could never tolerate for a moment the smallest departure from engagements on 
any pretext whatever; and during the whole period of my Govermnervt the 
ruin of a single Zemindar, which is the necessary consequence of oppression, 
has not in any instance occurred, so that the country, comparatively with 
former times, is now populous and fertile, as your Lordship will shortiA' perceive, 

'vhen with the aid of Almighty God the soil of iny doiuinious shall be 
refreshed by your Lordship’s presence. 
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It has exuded fi;oni your gracious pen, tint ** the object of your address is so 
“ serious, that you assure yourself I cannot midhterpret toe frankness witix 
** which your Lordship has exposed our relative sitnations for my reflection ; 

Letter ** and, on the contrary, the unreserved manner in which your Lordship has 
freiB nie Vuier. « spoken ought to satisfy roe 4hat no doubtful sentiment remains concealed.'* 
Of a truth, it is as your Lordship has stated. Your welUwisber is fully per- 
suaded that as your Lordship has Men the first to commence with such purity of 
heart the language and manner of kindness, frankness, and unreservedness^ thia 
circumstance cannot fail to give me the greatest pleasure ai^ joy : and with a 
reference to what has been written, that Major Baillie is instructed by your 
“ Lordship to make this principle the guide of his .communications, and that 
“ your Lordship ardently hopes that I will prove my correspondence to your 
“ dispusitron by my liberal and sincere trust in that Mnileman.** This assurance 
on the part of your Lordship is, as it were, the conclusion of my comfort and the 
perfection of my joy. 1 have never hitherto been wanting in any of those obser- 
vations to Major Baillie ; and now that your Lordship has thus written on the 
subject, how can I fail to be still more attentive to them in future ? Let your 
Lordship's august mind be perfectly satisfied on this point in as far as I am con- 
cerned ; and I am certain that Miyor Baillie too, on nis part, aware of the friend- 
ship subsisting between the two Governments, and apprized of your Lordship’s 
kind intentions towards me, will implidtly follow your instructions. 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Ordered, That the following letter be sent to the Resident at Lucknow, 
together with a copy of the English draft of the letter to his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier below recorded. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Govemment. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 8tl> 
instant, inclosing the translation of a letter from his E.xcellency the Vizier, in 
reply to that addressed to bis Excellency by the Governor-General under date 
the 7 th of January. 


2. Although the general tenor of that letter is sufficiently friendly, and pro- 
fesses a disposition on the part of the Vizier to listen to the advice of the British 
Government, the Governor-General in Council cannot but perceive that his 
Excellency entertains a decided repugnance to the particular plan of reform 
which, in consequence of his Excellency’s own request, was submitted to him by 
the Earl of Minto, in his Lordship’s letter of the 28th December 1810, and to 
any modification of it commensurate with the sentiments and wishes ol’ the 
British Government on that important point. Every mode of ar^ment, exhor- 
tation, and warning, every appeal to his Excellency’s pride, judgment, and 
humanity, has been resorted to in vain, to obtain his acquiescence in that parti- 
cular plan of reform which the British Government has considered and declared 
to be, according to its belief, the only effectual remedy for the disorders of his 
Excellency’s administration. It is obvious, then, that no hopes can be enter- 
tained of success from any further endeavours short of compulsion, to tarry that 
measure in the precise form in wliich it has hitherto been urged. 

3. While the Governor-General in Cbunbil laments the pen’erse and unen- 
lightened policy wliich induces the Vizier to reject that system of administrifr 
tion recommended to his adoption by the British Government, and which i>b 
own experience of its success in the Ceded Provinces might enable him cor- 
rectly to appreciate, it does not appear to his Excellency in Council tliat, under 
a just and fair construction of the obligations of the alliance, we are entitled U> 
proceed to the only measure of a compulsive nature which was ever suggested, 
namely, a renewed and direct demand, founded on tlic stipulations of the treaty, 

necom- 
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accoaipaaicd by a menace of withholding the aietbf the firiti»litiX)ops-ita support 
of his Excellency’s authority in case of his refusal 

4. The arguments employed in Mr. Edmonstone’s despatch of the 6^th of July 
1811, on a like occasion, are precisely applicable to the state at which the nego- 
tiation has now arrived, and they are strengthened and confirmed by the renewed 
failure of every attempt to influence the judgment or feelings of the Vizier. 
Even admitting that his Excellency were induced by a repetition^ of' Our 
demands, whether accompanied or not by such' a menace, to give a reluctant 
assent to the measure generally, it is obvious that no vigilance or care would 
suffice to prevent him from frustrating it in detail, without a. complete infraction 
of that part of the stipulation whidi provides that the reform shall be carried into 
effect by his Excellency and through his own officers. 

5. The conclusion appears to the Governor-General in Council to be inevi- 
table, namely, that the specific plan of reform proposed to the Vizier by Lord 
Minto must be relinquished, or insisted on as the alternative of a resolution on 
our part, which would amount to a dissolution of the existing relations between 
the two States, 


Bengal PuIULcai 
Cousultariooiii 
as Mar. 1814. 

i. 2 tter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


6. The principles of justice and good faith, as well as of political expediency, 
appear to the Governor-General in Council to forbid the adoption of the latter 
course, and thus to impose on the British Government the necessity of desisting 
from the further prosecution of the object. 

7. While, however, the relinquishment of the ^ecific plan of reform, above 
referred to, is unavoidable, it by no means follows that the hope of introducing a 
reform into his Excellency's administration, from which considerable practicable 
benefit may arise, need be abandoned. 

8. There is, indeed^ no doubt that a plan abstractedly of inferior ability and 
efficacy, in which the Vizier shall cordially concur, will in practice produce the 
beneficial results contemplated by the British Government, better than the most 
judicious system of regulations which bis Excellency might ostensibly adopt and 
secretly counteract. 

9 . The Governor-General in Council has the satisfaction to think that the 
tenor of the Vizier’s letter to the Governor-General affords an opening for 
renewing the negotiation on this footing, and the Governor-General has accord- 
ingly addressed a reply to his Excellency, conceived in terms which are calcu- 
lated to encourage his Excellency to open his mind to you, and to state his 
own views in such a manner as to lay a foundation for the discussion and even- 
tual adoption of a plan, which though not embracing the full scope of the wise 
and beneficial system which has been recommended to him, may yet combine 
the advantages of a considerable practical improvement in the conduct of his 
administration and the condition of his subjects, with a cordial disposition on 
his own part to give it full effect. 

10 An English copy of the Governor-General's letter is enclosed for your 
information, and you will receive the original from the Persian Secretary. 

11. You will be pleased to accompany the delivery of the letter with a dis- 
course, on your own part, adapted to the spirit of its contents, and endeavour, 
by every method of courtesy and conciliation, to engage his Excellency to throw 
off that reserve which must ever be an obstacle to the success of any plan, and 
appears to have been fostered by the controversial turn which the former discus- 
sions concerning the reform unfortunately but unavoidably assumed. 

1£. The footing on which it is desired by the Governor-General in Council 
that the negotiation should be recommenced, wdll not tend, as the former natu- 
rally did, to generate asperity both of sentiment and expression, which, unknown 
to the parties engagea in the discussion, must imperceptibly and unavoidably 
mix in a long protracted controversy, animated on one side by a sense of 
wounded pride, jealousy, and apprehension of the loss of independent autho- 
rity, and of the means of gratifying the passion of cupidity, and, on the other, 
by the more honourable feelings of ardent and honest zeal for the reputation of 
the allied Governments and the inierests.of humanity.. 

7 Q 
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satisfied will ^ to acquire the Vizier’s confidence, by sttewini^ him that you 
are not seeking to. force any particular measure on him,, but are desirous, of 
knowing what the Vizier himself suggests, that you may co>operate with him 
in the ^tails, if the general system be calculated to meet the object in view,, 
or state to him frankly the inetncacy of his plan if it be really delusive. 

H. It is particularly desirable to abstain from the expression of any suspicions 
of the Vizier’s sincerity. The indication of such a feeling must necessarily 
destroy all confidence, while, by awakening his pride and interest to the import- 
ance of acting up to the professions w'hich he has made in his letter to the 
Governor-^General, the ends of Government may be attained, if not to the 
utmost desirable extent, at least to such a degree as to ensure considerable prac- 
tical benefit. 

15. While the Governor-General in Council is prepared to give up the 
attempt to prevail on the Vizier to adopt the particular system of administration 
which Government was desirous that be should adopt, and to be satisfied with 
one of a more imperfect character, it will still be essential to maintain in its 
full force the right of the British Government to satisfy itself of the propriety 
of afibrding the aid of its troops in support of the authority of bis Excellency or 
the officers of his Government. The objections to the abandonment or com- 
promise of this right, under any circumstances short of the actual introduction 
into the Vizier's dominions of a plan of administration which would preclude 
the hazard of the British troops being called on to act in support of oppression 
and injustice, are too obvious to require to be stated. 

IG, The Governor-General in Council relies on the exertion of your utmost 
skill, address, and discretion, for the accomplishment of the views of Govern- 
ment, described in the foregoing paragraphs, and in the Governor-General’s letter 
to the Vizier. 


Fort- William, 
C5th March 1814. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to Government. 


Ordered, That a letter from the Governor-General to the Vkier, in confor- 
mity to the terms of the following draft, be prepared in the office of the Persian 
Secretary, and transmitted to the Resident at Lucknow, to be by him presented 
to his Excellency. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th of March 1814.) 

The answer which I have had the honour to receive from your Excellency to 
my letter has been truly gratifying. In the first place, I feel sincerely the 
eagerness with which your Excellency seized the opportunity of doing what 
you believed would be acceptable, in my contemplation, respecting the family 
of Hooscin Alee Khan ; and I will say that I have real satisfaction in the measure 
adopted by your Excellency, because 1 know it must redound to your repu- 
tation. 

I am etjually thankful for what you are pleased to say on the subject of the 
reform in the administration of your affairs. When you meet me with such 
liberal frankness, I must be quite confident in your Excellency’s disposition ; 
and as I otily wish the adoption of that spirit of government which has been 
recommended to you, I should ill meet your gederons assnrences, did I urge any 
particular provision to which you had shewn repugnance. The precise system 
of arrangements suggested to your Excellency by my predicassor was pressed 
upon your consideration, because we ourselves bad experieaeed all the prac- 
tical benefits of it in our territories, and we bad reason to imagine tlMC a 
noble pride would have made your Excellency remain unsatisfied, if you bad 
found that you had made a settlement in your dominions kss calculated to draw 
upon you the applause and blessings of your subjects than what exists in our 
provinces. It, in the acceptance of our counsel on (bat head, there be eii^t 
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it newr ceaW be our erUh- to you to a painful ieeling> 1 do not attach 

exclusive kn^iortance to the apedal terms of the reform proposed^ akhoogh 1 __1_ 

toink It the moet efficacious : aH 1 wish from your £xceUeACy*8 wkdem it, that ^ Letter from 
you will explain fairly and undisguisedly to Major Baillie youe ob^Cttons to any Gorornor-GeneraL 
^ the intended artielos, that ;^oti will condescend to state to him tliat which in 
your judgment would be preferable, and that you will methodise with him a 
plan that may be practically expedient. Only let us get rid of a necessity which 
cannot but be as mortifying to the feelings of your Excellency’s as it is to oUfs : 

1 mean the constant call for employing troops to extort the revenue, amid thO 
clamour of the mukitude against harshness and oppressions. Nothing can he 
more remote from the disposition of your Excellency than such extremities ; 
and it is our perfect confidence in the rectitude of your mind in that respect, 
which has made us represent so repeatedly and so strongly the abuses committed 
by those acting under your orders, but pursuing a course utterly irreconcilable 
to the elevated dictates of your heart. * 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Consultations, 

The \5ih May 1814. 13 May 1814. 

To Jk Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch under date 
the 23th ultimo, in answer to my letter of the 8th ultimo, and conveying a copy 
of a letter to be addressed to his Excellency the Vizier by his Excellency tlie 
Right Honourable the Governor-General on the important subject of a reform 
in the administri^iors of His Excdleney's Government. 

2. His Lordship in Council must be aware, as the records of my proceedings 
at this Court, in a number of instances demonstrate, that the object of my 
negotiation with the Vizier has never been exclusively that of obtaining his 
Excellency’s acquiescence in the specific plan of reform recommended to his 
adoption by Lord Minto, the details of which were submitted to his Excellency 
by me in compliance with his particular desire, but on the contrary, that the 
alternative of devising a plan of bis own has been uniformly in bis Excellency's 
choice, and that he has been repeatedly and earnestly entreated to communicate 
his sentiments with freedom on every objectionable part of the system proposed 
by Lord Minto, under an assurance that they should all he withdrawn, and that 
the Cordial coocurrence of his Excellency in the establishment of any system of 
Government by which the condition of his subjects might be improved, and the 
revcmrC of hisCoimtry collected, without the constant employment of our troops 
in support of rapacious Aoniils, was all that our Governnteut desired. 

3. It has hitherto appeared to my judgment, that the Vizier’s repugnance to 
reform has been chiefly to the principle, not the plan or the details, of the system 
proposed to him, and that the exercise of justice and moderation in the settle- 
ment and collection of his revenues, especially as influenced by our advice, has 
been tlie object of his Excellency’s aversion, more than any particular system or 
plan. 

4. Under this view of the subject, which my experience would indicate to be 
just, I cannot with conhdence predict any immediate beneficial result from the 
renewal of the negotiation with his Excellencjy' on the footing prescribed by the 
Government although his Lordship in Council may be assured that every faculty 
of my mind shall be exerted to the utmost possible extent, to give effect to his. 
benevolent purposes, in the manner explained by my instructions. 

5. One advantage, and an essential aid, will be afforded to wy future nego- 
tiations with the Vizier, by the terms of his Lordship’^ letter Co his ExceHcncy,' 
and of the instructions of the Government to me. . The alternative of his Excel- 
lency’s proponing a pltorto Ins owm for the better administration of Ins affairs 
and improving the condition of his subjects, although suggested repeatedly 
before in the course of my discussions with his Excellency, had never yet formed 
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the subject of a direct address to the Vizier from the bead'i>^the British Govera» 
menty and I am disposed to augur happy effects from the impression on his 
Excellency’s mind of an offer so liberal and friendly, conveyed directly to his 
Excellency by the Right Honourable the Governor-General, more particularly 
as accompanied by a resolution to adhere to the spirit of the declaration tvhich 
was formerly conveyed to his Excellency, reading the employment of Briti^ 
troops in supporting the demands of his Aumils.. 

6. On my receipt of the Persian letter I shall accompany the delivery of it to- 
the Vizier, with a suitable discourse on my own part adapted to the spirit of 
its contents, and I shall not fail to employ every power of conciliation that I 
possess for the accomplishment of the purposes described in it. 

7. With a reference to the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan, I am coocemed to 
hare occasion to report to you that no payment of this pension has been made 
since the 15tli of December last, and that his Excellency the Vizier has declared 

*to me his intention of suspending future paynients on this account till the 
amount of his former advances to Hoosein Alee Khan shall be liquidated. On 
niy receipt and perusal of the Vizier’s letter to Lord Moira, in which the per- 
sonal attendance of Hoosein Alee Khan was required, 1 directed this-' respectable 
person to commence his attendance on the Vizier, with a view to his Excel- 
lency’s satisfaction, and Hoosein Alee Khan has been regular in the performance 
of this duty to his sovereign for a period of nearly two months. 

I liave, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

C8th April 1814. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 27 th May 1814. 

Ordered, That the following private letter from the Resident at Lucknow to 
the Secretary be here recorded. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

My dear Adam ; 

I beg the favour of your reporting to Government that I presented Lord 
Moira’s letter to the Vizier on Wednesday last, and made a suitable speech to 
his Excellency on the occasion. He complained of indisposition so much 
that I could not detain him long at the conference, nor could I urge him to make 
any communication in answer to the Governor- General’s letter or to my remarks 
on the subject of it. He observed merely, after 1 had read the letter, that it 
contained happy tidings, and that he ascribed those happy tidings io me. I 
understand, however, that shortly after I quitted the palace, his Excellency 
made a handsome present to Hukcem Mehdee, to demonstrate his Excel- 
lency’s sense of the fortunate termination to which the Hukeem’s counsels have 
at length brought the question of reform. 

The complaint by which his Excellency is occasionally afflicted does not by 
his own account affect his appetite or his vigour in the smallest degree, and 
the general opinion ascribes it to be a desire in his Excellency’s mind of sus- 
pending all business with me till the approach of my Lord Moira to this 
country. 

I have myself been very unwell since Wednesday last, and this is the first day 
that I could have sat up long enough to write to you what is here written. 

There is no matter for an official letter, and therefore I trust that this will 
be received in its stead. 

I am, &c. 

Lucknow. (Signed^ J* Baillie. 

6th May 1814. . _ 

To 
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To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1 . 1 have the honour of transmitting to you an arzee to the address of liis Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General received from Mirza Huosein 
Alee Khan, son of the late Nawaub Ameer-ood-Dowlah Hyder Beg Khan. 

The principal subject of the arzee having been treated at considerable 
length in the 3d paragraph of my despatch to the Political Department, under 
date the 31st December last, it seems unnecessary to renew it on this occasion. 
The eventual demand by his Excellency the Vizier of the sums of money which 
were given or lent to Hoosein Alee Khan, for the purpose of subsisting his family 
till the ultimate decision of the question depending between the two Govern- 
ments regarding him, unless compensated in the manner which lie suggests in 
his arzee to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, must be productive of 
the greatest distress to this respectable person and to his family, and motives of 
huuianity impel me to recommend the prayer of his petition to the favourable 
notice of the Government. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

fist March 1814. Resident. 


From Hoosein Alee Khan. (Received the SOtb March 1814.) 

Through the boundless kindness of the British Government, I have obtained 
from his Excellency the Vizier, in consideration of the claims of my late father, 
an allowance of 2,000 rupees per mensem ; namely, 1,500 lor myself, and 500 
for the support of the other members of my father’s family. Every due consi- 
deration has, indeed, been shewn towards me, and I am utterly unable to express 
my gratitude for the favours whicli I have received. May the Almighty long 
preserve your Lordship on the seat of power and greatness, to rule over the 
world and relieve the wants of mankind. I have transmitted lor your Lordship a 
nuzzur of five gold mohurs, your acceptance of which will confer the highest 
honour on me. 

From the tenor of some conversation which lately passed between his Excel- 
lency the Vizier and Major Baillie on tlie subject of my flebt, it may be inferred 
that it is in contemplation to deduct the amount of my debt from my monthly 
allowance. 

The real state of tlie case is as follows: His Excellency the Vizier has 
advanced money to me at diiferent times to the amount of 10,000 rupees, as a 
loan to be repaid at my convenience ; but, on the oilier hand, the gardens, bazars, 
and other valuable possessions of my late father, have been under attachment 
for a period of nearly ten years, and the revenues of them during that time have 
been received by his Excellency. It will, therefore, be an act of justice, and 
one which I coafidently hope from the liberality of tbe two Governments will 
be canied into effect, if his Excellency the Vizier would pay to Akbur Alec 
Khan and myself, in equal shares, the amount which has been received from the 
above-nientioned possessions^ in the same manner as the British Government paid 
to us, in equal proportions, the amount of arrears clue on account of the cxiin- 
pensation for the Sayer of Garhettie. This would enable me to discharge the 
debt in question. 

Moreover, adverting to the. conversation above-mentioned, I am apprehensive 
that hereafter 1 shall not experience the favour of his Excellency the Viaier : I 
therefore hope from your Lordship’s kindness, that you will be pleased to give 
strong iqjunctioiM to whoever ma^ be tbe Resident at tins Court to afford me 
his assistance, in order to ensure to me the payment of my fixed stipend, and 
in all other affairs in which his interference may be required so that having 
no cause of anxiety, I and my numerous family may be unceasingly oocupied in 
prayers for the prosperity of the Britisli Govenrment. Further particulars will 
be communicated to your Lordship by Major Baillie. 

A true translation : 

a 

(Signed) A. C. Molony^ 

Deputy Secretary. 
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Sir: 


ToJ. Bttillie, E^q., llcsUlent at Lucknoiv, ■ 


1. A translation of the arzee addressed to the Goverqor-Geaieral by Hoosein 
Alee Khan, and transmitted to the Persian Secretary’s Office with your letter of 
the 21st March, having been submitted to the Governor-General in Council, I 
am directed to communicate to you the following remarks and instructions on the 
subject of his representation, referring at the same time to your despatch to my 
address, under date the 28th ultimo, which was duly received and submitted tp 
Government. 


2. The resolution expressed by the Vizier to withhold payment of the stipend 
granted to Hoosein Alee Khan until the amount of the advance made to that 
person by his Excellency at various times shall be replaced, has excited the 
regret of the Governor-General in Council, who was led to hope, from the tenor 
of his Excellency’s last letter to the Governor*General, that it would be paid 
without deduction from the date on which his Excellency bad agreed that it 
should commence. 

3. His Lordship in Council infers; from the tenor of your letter of the 28th 
of April and from Hoosein Alee Khan’s arzee, that his Excellency does not 
mean to demand payment of the amount of the bond to Almass Alee Khan, 
mentioned in a former despatch froin you under date the 31st December 1813, 
and that his Excellency’s present views are limited to the recovery of the sums 
advanced for Hoosein Alee Khan’s subsistence, amounting, as the latter states, 
to about 10,000 rupees. Although even this deduction is considered by the 
Governor-General in Council to be, under all the circumstances of the case, 

. oppressive and unjust, and at variance with the spirit of his promise to the 
Governor-General, it is still a sum which may be paid by instalments by Hoosein 
Alee Khan without material pressure upon him. 

4. The Governor-General in Council, however, is pleased to desire, that you will 
take some favourable opportunity of representing to the Vizier the dis^point- 
ment which you fear may he experienced by the Governor-General in Council 
at this demand, and of insinuating the degree in which the enforcement of it 
may diminish the reputation of generosity and humanity which should attend 
his Excellency's late boon. On this ground you will endeavour to prevail on 
his Excellency to reconsider his resolution, if his Excellency cannot be prevailed 
on to remit the demand altogether, which however the Governor-General in 
Council trusts may be the case. You will endeavour to obtain his consent to 
an arrangement for the gradual liquidation of the debt by small instalments, 
which may still leave to Hoosein Alee Khan the means of comfortable sub- 
sistence on the remainder of the stipend, until the whole shall be paid off. The 
Governor-General in Council is not aware on what ground of equity and fairness 
his Excellency can oppose an arrangement of this nature. 

5. Referrin gto your despatch of the 28th April, I am directed to inform you 
that the Governor-Genera I in Council suspends any observations on that part of 
it which relates to the question of reform, until he shall receive a further com- 
munication from you, after the Vizier shall have made known the result of his 
deliberations on the subject of the Governor-General’s letter to his Exc^lency 
of the 25th March. 

I have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adaai, 

27th May 1814. Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \9th July 1814. 

Extract Letter from J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow, to His Excellency 
the Honourable Sir George Nugent^ Bart,, K. B., Vicei-President in Council, 
&c. &c. &c., dated llth July 1814. 

Para. 1. With genuine concern I announce to your Excellency in Council the 
sudden and dnexpected demise of bis Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, at eleven 
o’clock P.M« this instant, the llth of July. 

' EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

77/c /«/^ 1 8 14. 

Td his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart, E.B., Vice-President 

in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the lionoiir of submitting, for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 
tion, the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed 
to his Excellency the Right Honourable the GovernoriGencral. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie. 

13th July 1814. Kesident. 


To his Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K.G., Governot- 
. General, &c. See. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. No event of material importance has occurred in this city since my 
despatch to your Lordship’s address of the I2th instant at noon.* 

2. My Hurkarras and ncws*\vriters, who were placed in attendance on the 
NawaubShumsiood-DowlahandHukcemMehdee AleeKhan, and in several quar- 
ters of the city, as well as with the principal commanders of troops in t he service 
of this Government, have transmitted hourly reports to me of the most satis- 
factory nature ; and though I have received no intelligence hitherto of the 
proceedings of Aumils at a distance, 1 have every reason to believe that the 
peace and tranquillity of the country have not sulFered any interruption, and 
are by no means likely to he disturbed by the change in the head of the 
Government. 

3. Under this promising aspect of affairs, I have addressed another letter to 
General Stafford, a copy of which is enclosed ; and I have authorized the 
removal of the greatest part of our troops from the palace, leaving five com- 
panies of sepoys as a guard of honour to the Nawaub, and for the protection of 
the public treasury and other property of the State. 

4. 1 returned from the palace myself at two o'clock in the afternoon of 
yesterday, after arlopting every necessary precaution for the safety of his High- 
ness’s person, and for the regular exercise of his authority over all the branches 
of his household, in the manner suggested by myself and readily acquiesced in 
by his Excellency, with a view to satisfy and give confidence to the minds of 
his brothers, relations, and dependants. 

5. I had the honour of breakfasting with his Excellency to-day, and found 
every thing at the palace as I wished it. The Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlab, 
however, evinced an extraordinary design of retaining the keys of the treasury 
which were formerly entrusted to his charge ; and refused to deliver them to a 
person whom his eldest brother had deputed with my concurrence to receive 
them. This circumstance connected and combined with the former conduct of 
Shums-ood-Dowlah might have created a necessity for the adoption of measures 
which 1 was most anxious to avoid ; and it is satisfactory to me to be enabled to 
add, - that this necessity has been entirely superseded by the subsequent delivery 
of the keys to a native servant of my own, and by a message from the Nawaub 
Shums-ood-Dowlah demonstrative of implicit submission, and of his reliance 
on the justice of our Government. 

6. I have genuine pleasure in reporting to your Lordship to-day, what should 
properly have been mentioned to you yesterday, that the deportment of his 
Excellency the present Vizier in the elevated rank and station to which it has 
pleased Providence to raise him, through the aid of the British Government, and 
under the influence of its principles of justice, has since the moment of his 
father's demise been dignified and becoming in the extreme, and has evinced a 
sincere disposition to be guided in every respect by your Lordship’s friendly 
advice, and to do nothing without my approbation till your Lordship’s pleasure bc 
known. 

7. I had 

* de«patch, fi!s descriptive only of the Resident’s arrangements for ensuring the peaceable 
accession of me new Vizier, has been omitted, as has also the answer to it, dated xSd July 1814i, 
conveying the Governor-Generars approbation of those arrangements. 


llengai PoUttcal 
CfinHuItatiotis, 
rid July 181 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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7. I had a conference with bis Highness this morning urhich lasted from nine 

aejo^l^’ o’clock until one, and much of the public business which bad lain over for 

’ several months, in consequence of bis father’s indis|>osition, was settled to our 

mutual satisfaction. Among tlie topics of discussion at our conference, the 
from Rewlent at payment of the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan without deduction^ and of the 
“ provisions fur the dependants of Tuhseen Alee Khan, was cheerfully agreed to 

by the Nawaub. His liberality was also extended to the women and nominal 

children of the late Nawaub Asuf>ood-Dowlah, whose clantours are happily at 
an end : and as a spontaneous act of grace and benevolence, a proposal which 
I had intended to submit for the release of many hundreds of prisoners confined 
in the jails of Lucknow unjustly, or without any adequate cause, was anticipated 
to my joy by the Nawaub, and will be carried into immediate effect. A most 
vexatious and oppressive tax which had recently been imposed by the Vizier 
on the transit of money in small sums for domestic purposes through the capital 
to interior districts of the country was abolished, at my suggestion, and 
some improvements in the police of' the city were no sooner hinted at by me 
than they were cheerfully and eagerly acquiesced in. 

8. In short, it appears to roy judgment, on the strongest and most satisfac* 
tory grounds, tltat the elevation of the Nawaub Refaut-oodsrDowlah to the 
niusnud is destined by Providence to prove a blessing to the hitherto greatly 
oppressed and unliappy people of Oude, and to every description of its inhabi- 
tants, as well as to facilitate in an extraordinary degree the accomplishment of 
your Lordship’s Just views with a reference to tlie Vizier’s Government and to the 
future administration of its affairs. 


9 . I take this opportunity of submitting to the notice of your Lordship a 
copy and translation of a purwannah which was circulated to the Aumils and 
other public functionaries, civil and military, in Oude, on the accession of the 
present Nawaub to the musnud. A copy of my circular instructions to the 
cotnmanding-oihcers of our troops at the several distant stations is also trans- 
mitted by this despatch. 

If). An appropriate arzee has been addressed by the Nawaub Refaut-ood- 
Dowlah to her Highness the Bbow Begum, and forwarded in a letter to her 
Highness from me by a messenger whom 1 deputed for that purpose to 
Pyzabad. 

11. I shall have the honour of addressing your Lordship again when any 
thing occurs to be reported, and I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baiz.i:ii, 

13th July 1814. Resident. 

P. S. It occurs to me to submit for your Lordship’s early consideratiou the 
propriety of his Highness the Nawaub’s transmitting an aazee to the King of 
Dehli, announcing his accession to tlie musnud of Oude under the auspices of 
the British government, and conveying such other expressions as your Lordship’s . 
wisdom may prescribe. 

(Signed) J. Bailuk, 
Resident. 


Letter To Major General Stafford, commanding the Troops in the Fidd, Cawnpore. 

from Reuilent at _ 

Lucknow. Sir : 

1 . 1 Imve the honour to adenowiedge the receipt of yoor letter ytstetdty'sdate, 
and I solicit your acceptance of my thanks for the readiness which yon tmve bee* 
pleaswl to evince in confplying with the soggestiona which I ofifinred to you. 

2. I have wow tlie satisfaction of informing yoti, that die AUthoNty of his 
Highness the Nawaub Refant-ood-Dowlah would apfMnr to -be happity ac- 
knowledged and established, not only in bis capital and its environs but aiM> 
in dit surrounding districts, and that I am no longer aware of a iwcewty for 
the aaeaMitre which i suggested to you yesterday « w mi g b k be aliR advjtabfe, 
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in my judgment, to maiotara the native troops at your station in a state of Bengal Political 
pveparation for movement, till the end of the present month, or till I have the 
hooout again of addressing you. ^ 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BailliEi 

iSth July 1814. Resident. 


Purwannah totheAumils issued 12/A July 1814. Purwannah. 

On the 22d of Rujub 1229 Hijjuree, the Nawaub Wuzeer>ool-Momalik 
Yumeen-ood-Dowlah Nazim-ool-Moolk Saadut Alee Khan Behadur Mobarez 
Jung departed from this transitory world, and 1 ascended the musnud of Oude, 
as my just and hereditary right, through the favour and support of the British 
Government. 

You are therefore commanded to continue in discharge of the duties of your 
office, and to execute them with diligence and circumspection, confiding in the 
favour of the Presence, and omitting nothing that may tend to the prosperity 
of the public concerns. You will be particularly careful to prevent the Zemin- 
dars, or other seditious persons, from exciting disturbances in your district, and 
your strict observance of these orders will entitle you to particular favour. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Circular. r.ottcr 

To the Commanding Officers of the Troops at Seetaporc, Buhramgath, Secrora, 

Sultanpore, and Purtaubgurh. 

Sir : 

1. I deem-it to be proper to apprize you of the melanciioly event of the death 
of his Excellency the late Nawaub V^izicr, and the accession of his Excellency’s 
eldest son, the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowlah, to the musnud. You will be 

E leased to announce the latter event to the public by a royal salute of artillery to 
e fired in honour of the occasion immediately on your receipt of this despatch. 

2. The occurrences which have thus been announced to you cannot fail of 
themselves to suggest every possible degree of vigilance and caution to preserve 
the public tranquillity in the districts contiguous to your station. The troops 
to be holden in readiness to march at the shortest possible notice, and every 
circumstance of moment, or that may seem to be deserving of notice, to be 
regularly reported to me. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

12th Julv 1814. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K. B., Vice- 

President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s information, 
the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed to 
his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

15 th July 1814. Resident. 


Letter 

fiom Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To his Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K. G., , Letter 

Governor-General, &c. &c. &c. “iJckno"”; 

My Lord : 

^ I. The peace of this city and the tranquillity of the country around it con- 
tioaeto be perfectly undisturbed, and the nappy effects of the measures regard- 

7 S ■ ing 
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rTMlriS?’ Jiolicdof the iMetropolis, ated fidme oEtheT' Mbordnmttf arrwigenrMntsi 

M July ith*’; 1' snggcBffed Iky bi« the Nawawyh,- ai-e vwy appewor*. 

’ The reports of tlie commantiing-uificers of our troops < at atweralvstatioiM' 

Letter in the interior, which have hitl)€rto ixKiClfcd me, are also of a nature the most 
fromKwidentat favourable. 

I^uckn0w* 

& I- breakfasted with ins Highness the Nawaub yesterday by 'aftpbmtittsnf, to 
assist him in receiving visits of condolence from the two brothers of the King, 
who reside in the metropolis, and who offered their visit thus early in cheerful 
compliance with my reqtiest. 

3. The ceremonies of tite erthinl-d^ after the death of a MuSsnb 

man, were performed at the grave of the late Nawaub Vizier iii tbe morning,, 
and the principal personages and persons who attended at that ceremony' were' 
afterwards admitted to breakfast in tlie palace, afid received' assurahceS of pi'Or, 
tection and favour from me, in the name of the young Nawaub, and hfy liis own 
particular desire. 

4. Hls Highness seems desirous, indeed, of making your Lordshipis iJepreseu- 
tative at his Court the organ as well as the adviser of ail the public measures of 
his administration, and the medium of conveying his wishes and conrmands to 
his brothers, relations, and dependants, as well as to the servants of hit Gbvern» 
nieiit, addressing me frequently by the appellation of his uncle and protector, 
and entreating my assistance as indispensable to the successful conduct of his 
affairs. 

5. When the princes and other visitors had taken their leave, his Highness and I 
had a conference for the transaction of public business which lasted till one in 
the afternoon ; and almost all the minor questions that depended between the 
Britisii Government and the late Vizier, and had lieretofore proved so> vex»Ciou9 
to both, have now been most happily adjusted, in tile spirit of your Lordship’s 
commands and to my entire satisfaction. 

6 . This morning I rode ont with' the Nawaub to Cotistautia, the house of 
the late General Martin, to assist his' Higliness in directing the Arrangements' 
proposed to be made for y'crat Lordshqfs accommodatkyty at CuostantiA) where" 
he had heard me announce to his father that your Excellency Mristied to reside; 
We returned to tlie palace on the same elephant by the Nawaub's particular 
desire; and after breakfast his Highness iielti a durbar, for the purpose of confer- 
ring khillats of encouragement on his brothers, relatiunsy and dependants, and 
on all the public servants of the State. 

7. The durbar was universally attended by every individaal who had been 
summoned to it, with the siirgle exception of Shuins-o®d-Dowlah, who persisting 
with apparent sincerity in his professions of submission to our Government and 
of compliance v'ith my wishes and desires, has declared his unalterable reso- 
lution of avoiding the presence of his brother, and disavowing any otlier superior 
than your Lordship or your representative at Lucknow. 

8. It appears to my judgment at present, though niy mind be not entirely 
made up on the sul^ect, and cannot be so of course till I have personal commu' 
nication with Shums-ood-Dowlah, that the removal of this Nawaub to some 
place within the Honourable Company’s provinces may be ultimately found to 
be expedient, if not indispensable to the peace of his own mind and to his elder 
brother’s satisfaction ; but 1 do not feel the smallest apprehension of the public 
tranquillity being disturbed by his continued residence in this city, where he has 
no longer any partizans or adherents. Hukeem Mehdee, on whom he chiefly 
relied, has confirmed the opinion which I had long formed of this Auroil, by 
deserting the cause of his protector, and professing himself the willing slave of 
our Government. His professions and personal interests coinciding bn the 
present occasion, I believe the former to sincere, and have received them as 
such from him in person. 

9. The retirement of Shums-ood-Dowlah from office may be considered to 
create a necessity, and affords a favourable opportunity for the appoiatment of 
an efficient minister of subordinate rank tp conduct the details of thU Govemtneut 
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in coMcurrenot with tl>e Restdetil ; amft i slu^ take an early opporteittiey ofMoar* 
taining^the setilinisnKfl of the Nawimlotntthisiimportkntrqtiestion, and snlimitting 
tiietn with mjrow'n opinioa fiac yiaur Enrdsbip’a matkiii*e considenaition. 

10. The flighty becoming conduct of the Nawaub ^^uaeer•oudrDo\v^ah from 
the mortienfot liis father’s demise, and paiticularly his professions of attachment 
to the British Government, on tire sincerityf of which I nave reason to rely, com- 
bined with the knowledge which he possesses of such of the concerns of this 
(jovernmeftt as liave liitlierto been entrusted to his charge, suggest the expe- 
diency of his continuance in the discharge of his present duties, for which he 
seems sufficiently qualified, and which his brother seems disposed to consign to 
him. 

1 1. Nothing further occurs to me at present as deserving of particular report or 
re(}tnriiig yentr Lordship'h considerationv 1 deem rt proper to submit to your 
natice the* enclosed' copy of a letter \vbieh. I addresseti tO' Colonel D’Auvergins,, 
commaniiiag the troops at this station, on the occasion of niy authori 2 ing hia 
recall of the British troops from the palace. 

I bave^ &c. 

J.ueknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAtLaiz, 

i;5th Jtt-ly I d 14.^ Resident. 


To Colonel D* Auvergne, commanding tlie Troops at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

]. The important and momeutous abject, for the successful accomplishment of 
wliich I considered it to be my duty to require your attendance with the troops 
under your command at the palace of liis Excellency the Vlizieri being now 
happily effected' by- the elevation of the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowtah to the 
nmsnud, and the- estaljlislimene of his Highness’s authority in the city and 
iicighbourUig districts, you will be pleased- to withdraw the ticops to canton- 
ments,, leaving Bve companies of sepbysas a guard of honour to the prince, and 
to protect the public property of the State which is deposited in apartments of the 
palace. 

2. I take this opportunity to convey to yoti the high sense which I entertain 
of yoor eeahiBS and judicious conduct in the commend of the troops at Lucknow 
on the recent momentous occasion, and to solicit your acceptance of my best and 
most gratefrrl acknowledgcinents for the essential aid and support which your 
conduct has afFortfed to my measures. 

3. You wilt be pleased to convey, in my name, to Lieutenant-Colonel Lyons, 
your second in command, and to all the other officers and soldiers, the expression 
of my entire approbation of their conduct, and of the exemplary discipline and 
good order which they evinced while employed on duty at the palace. 

4. The just tribute of approbation and applause of the general state of disci- 
pline of the troops under your command has been already conveyed to you, on 
more than one occasion at Lucknow, by the most respectable military authori- 
ties ; and it may be gratifying to your feelings, though unimportant to yonr 
professional reputation, to be assured of my entire and cordial concurrence in 
the sentiments express^ by those authorities. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) 1. Baillie. 

13th July 1BI4. Resident 

EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

T/te 9th August 1814. 

To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sif: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of his Exeefleitcy the 
Vice-President in Council, the accompanying copy of instructions addressed 

this 


Bnigal'PMiuokl 

ConanltMiiflni, 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Luckno^v. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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Bwgai Mtiticai this day, under the authority of his Excellency the Governor-General, to the 
♦ A«« Sm’ Resident at Lucknow, in reply to his deapatdies dated the 1 3th and I5th instant, 
.11. * as also his sulnequent despatches dated 18th and £dd instant containing a con-. 

tinuation of his reports of events and transactions at that Court since the demise 
of the late Vizier and the establistiment of his successor on the musnud of Oude. 

I have, &c. 

Monghier, (Signed) J, A»am, 

1 St August 1814. Secretary to Goverment. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches dated the 13th 
and 13th instant, containing a continuation of your report of events and trans- 
actions at Lucknow since the demise of the late Vizier and the establishment of 
his successor on the musnud of Oude. 

2. The accomplishment of the latter event without the slightest interruption 
of the public tranquillity, and the general satisfaction with which it appears to 
Itave been attended, are circumstances which have afforded a high degree of gra- 
tification to the mind of his Excellency the Governor-General, while the favour- 
able disposition and character of the new prince, manifested in the early actsof his 
Government, and his apparent determination to regulate his public conduct by 
the salutary counsels or the British Government, afford the most flattering pros- 
pects of the wisdom, prosperity, and success of his future administration. 

3. The Governor-General receives the early and willing compliance of bis 
Excellency with the wishes of the British Government, on several of the ques- 
tions whicn were so long and fruitlessly agitated with the late Vizier, as a strong 
and gratifying proof of his friendship and regard for the Honourable Company. 

4. I have already had the honour to signify to you, in general terms, the appro- 
bation with which your conduct and proceedings during the late crisis have been 
viewed by the Governor-General. His l/jrdship directs me to repeat the 
assurances of his high approbation of the vigilance, foresight, and circumspec- 
tion of the measures adopted by you at the moment of the late Vizier’s demise for 
the preservation of the public tranquillity, which must speedily have checked and 
overawed any disposition which might have existed to insurrection, or opposition 
to the establishment of the legitimate successor. Your personal exertions at the 
.same time and subserjuently, as reported in your despatches, equally demand the 
expression of his Lordship’s approbation. 

5. I now proceed to state to you the observations which have occurred to the 
Governor- General on a point which appears to his Excellency to be of most 
urgency, in point of time, among those adverted to in your despatches, namely, 
the expediency of his Excellency the Vizier addressing an arzee to his Majesty 
the King of Delhi, announcing his accession to the musnud of Oude under the 
auspices of the British Government. 

6. You will have observed, that in the letters of condolence and congratula- 
tion which the Governor-General has transmitted to the Nawaub Hefaut-ood- 
Dowlah, his Lordship has addressed him by the title of Vizier of the empire. 
In addressing the Nawaub by that title, his Lordship was influenced both by his 
conviction of the propriety of that prince’s immediate assumption of a title which 
has become virtually hereditary in hig family without awaiting the result of any 
communication w ith the Court of Delhi, and by the corresponding line of con- 
duct recoinmcnrled to the late Vizier on his accession. His Lordshij? presumes 
that the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowlah will have assumed the title of 1 izier. 

7. It will be proper, nevertheless, as an act of courtesy, for his Excellency to 
address an arzee to the King, announcing his elevation to . the musiuid and 
honours of his ancestors, under the aid of the British Government, but carefully 
av(»i(ling any expression which will bear the construction of seeking or acknow- 
leding the necessity of his Majesty's confirmation of bis title. 

8. It 
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8. It may be expected that the King will proffer the grant of the title of 
Vizier in the usual forms ; in which case it is not judged expedient that his Ex* 
celleney .should decline it. After what is above stated, it would be superfluous 
to aidd any injunctions regarding the care and attention to be observed in draw- 
ing up bis Excellency’s letter to the King, which will, of course, be done in 
concert with you. 

0. The Governor-General has derived peculiar satisfaction from observing 
the perfect cordiality which subsists between you and the Nawaub, and the confl- 
^nce which his Excellency reposes in your friendship and advice. His Lord- 
ship is assured that it will be a primary object of your endeavours to preserve that 
cordiality and confidence unimpaired ; and the judgment which liis Lordship has 
been enabled to form with regard to the character of the Vizier from the first acts 
of his Government permits his Lordship to indulge a hope, that he will continue 
to perceive his own true interest and the welfare of bis people to be best con- 
sulted by a liberal, frank, and ingenuous attention to the counsels of the British 
Government, conveyed through its representative at Lucknow, delivered with 
firmness, but with respect and moderation, and with invariable regard to the 
relative situations of the parties, and to the limits of independence on the one 
side and control on the other, prescribed by the treaty and by the result of the 
subsequent negotiation at Lucknow. By a course of conduct framed on the 
foregoing principles, aided by your zealous, able, and cordial co-operation and 
advice, his Excellency the Vizier cannot fail to obtain the love of his people, the 
respect of surrounding States, and the approbation of his own conscience. 

10. Since the preceding paragraphs were written, your despatches dated respec- 
tively the 18tli and 23d ultimo, have been received. The submission of the 
Nabob Sbums-ood-Dowlah to the authority of the Vizier, and the reconciliation 
efiteted between the two brothers, have afforded his Excellency great satisfac- 
tion. Any observations which may be suggested by this event, or wliich may 
occur to his Excellency generally concerning the conduct and situation of the 
Nawaub Shuins-ood-Dowlah, arc reserved for a future occasion. 

I have, &c. 

Moiighicr, (Signed) J. Adam, 

1st August 1814. _ Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL rOLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

IVte l6//i September' 1814. 

To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart. K. B., Vice-President 

in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 
tion, the accompanying duplicate of a desjxitcli which I have this day addressed 
to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baiilik. 

2d September 18.14. Resident. 


To John Adam, Esq , Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honoura'^ 
ble the Governor-General the enclosed copy of a letter (circular) which I have 
addressed to the commanding officers of the stations of Seeta|)ore, Sultanpore, and 
Purtaubgurh, in compliance with the requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, for 
the purpose of supporting his Excellency’s measures of reform in the assesstnent 
and colleqtion of his revenues, which were announced by his prodaraafion. to 
commence with the ensuing Fusly year, as reported in my despatch to the 
Governor-General under date the 20tli of July last. 

7 T ’2. Considerable 
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2; Considerable balances of revenue for the ounrent and praoediog Fualxyaars 
having been stated by his ExeeUency lihe ‘Vizier, on fthtr audtoiity <elf aaqueM 
lionable documentSySt|bnii|Ued,tpi^y Ii«i;sonal inyestijg^iop. to justly due to 
Jtus Covernutent in aeve^) districl:s bis donajnipns, particularly in tliose districts 

which are cpntigupmk to .fhe ^^tatjpijs of SiulUnporp enu.'jpi^t^bnurh^ 
deemed it to be my duty to offer the support of our cpmipanding>bmcers at itio^t 
statiotis, and eventually the aid of our troops for the recovery of tliose balances 
of revenue ; and the measures which I have adopted with this view, as detaited 
in the accompanying^ Copies of my correspondence with Colonel Frith and Mtgor 
Richards, w^, 1 trust, receive tfis approbation of his Excellency the Right 
Honourabinthe Gowemdr'Generiidl ’ 


3. I tahe tins opportunity of apprizing you, for his Lordship's information, 
thni a battalion of regular sepoys, and abo a battalion of nujeebs in the service of 
his Eiccellency the vizier, which were stationed in the district of Kbyrabad, 
having mutinied against their olhcers and the local authority of the Government 
in the district to which they belonged, and proceeded in a disorderly manner 
to Lochh6w!j;' have bcCn, at 'my suggestion, dismissed from his Excellency's 
servid^ lind required to surrender their arms, with the ordnance and mitkary 
stores attached to the regular battalion. I am happy to be enabled to add, that 
the measure rif tlie disbandment of those coips, recomniended by me to the 
Vizier, has been carried into complete effect in the most satisfactory manner, 
without any material resistance on the part of the mutinmis troops sod unat- 
tended liy the smallest disturbance in die city. 

I have. See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. B4XLI.IS, 

2d September 1814. . Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident ei 
Lucknoir. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 

Sir; 

1. My letter (circular) under date the 22d ultimo, and the proclamation 
conveyed by that letter, will have necessarily served to apprize you of the 
general nature of the arrangements proposed by his Excellency, the Vizier for the 
seUlnmnnfc and collection mhb revenues. 


2. I hZve now Bre honour to inform you, that with a view to cariy tliose 
arrangements into effect, his Excellency has been pleased to appoint the 
> undormentioned pensous Ameens to the several districts of his dominions which 
are contiguous to the station of Seetappre, and comprehended in the Zillah of 
Kbyt-abad, winch remains, as liewtpfore, ’under the general superintendence and 
■ management; of Uukeem Mehdee^ Alee Khan, late Aumll of^Rhyrabad aud 
; Mobuindee, viz< ' . 

: JDiytricu.‘ ■ ■ ■ ; ' yfmeenz.. „ . , 

Khyrabad Rufee Alee Rha^ < 

. Kbyiee « • f a a40a • V a • • P7« f • »'«< « , Meet k^ubgiopdf 

Koondree^ &c. #•#•••• aa«* a • wa a • • 0 Juneulkbhpre. ; , , 

fielgram a4aaaaaa*aa»a*a«aa*a«a' •## llukTit'Mul , , , 

Laburpore Sheikh Wuzepr Mobuinra|iil. ^ 

4>boii«reb ,#aa«a«»*'aa»aa»«*«afw*)a»{j|i‘ AbaiudAlecRhiMi*:; . 

Gepamoai, • a #•»•'.# • a a# a a o a P a’f p,-- Aga-Jawv,,.; v-i i;.?;; .i,-.:. ,■? 

JDiifwar a a '•aai*a'a#ai4.4w«»w<i'*«#;44«af 

Bburwareh Syed Mobummud 


3. Tboto Azacentf-havefbeen severally fumishad R*^?**^***' 

instractioaa for the gukiaBee of tlteir conduct in .prVfMNiiRSo'^n ® 

sdieme of a just tofctlemcnt of thp revenue fiv Fufly .y^ar,. and 

they bare .bean directed to peoceed to lUeir 4Utf!hpM»(lir|tit^^.j^^ PWlfica***® 
'delay. ■ • - " •.< ■,/! rS'i.'ti'v.' '■ r."; »■■ 

4. t trantmR for ybllr infoHhatldti’ and'' 

' traiwlation of a tiJd(k#fciVcdIif 

; mldf^d to "dhd%fd!h6KIirf'»f "wjich 

■ Aniwns have beeH AiWfi6tf,4nd 

' * ' conveying 



- • 


QWP«l JEAP5^3. 


conveying such ibrt|)cv onJemtM^etni^iiMcesMryior tUe 

aammplisbinoiitnf Uiieotijec^.caauititiad to:thK>cc.Amecns* ^ ^ 

5. Vou win lie to 

the proper *9 i^niply virfth 'thieir eiNHitaal requi^ 

tiomfor tW*W|brdkaclimigi^tt in »ucti oui» u may appear to I 

require it, with (it yleW to maintain their authority loathe districts 000^*^ to 
their charge. , ; ** ' < ; 

6 A separate letter of btrodulUoii to yoar notice b#s been gfyen to eepp of 
the principal Anieens above-mentioned, whci ^ilipresehtjt^ letter in periKpl w 
transmit it by a confidential agent, to be de^ed for the purpose of convening 
to you eveiy necessary degree of information regarding the state of the district^ 
atlairge, ahd a particular explanation regarding the circumstances which may 
eventuahy appear to employment of the British troops in Support of 

the au thori ty of the Ameen . * 

‘ I have, &c. c, ■ ' 

Lndknow, . (Signed) J. Baillix,- 

Syth August 1814. ■ ^ . Resident. 


. 1 ^ 


, .'V ——— 

ProdOMationutt^^he Great Stal of bis 'Excellency the ' Proclamation. 

Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, ooltw 

valors. Ryots, and peasantry at large of perguooab-.. ..That whereas ihe 

prosperity and happiness of my subjects must ever .form the leading objects of 
my care, I Rave, therefore, at this auspicious season, determined to introduce in 
my dmnraibds n system of future arrangement, by which the Zemtndais and 
ctdtivatd^ being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and farmers, anay 
with confidence proceed in the improvement and cultivation of their lands,' 
paying th|^ just revenues of Goverumeut on the real produce of their lands 
agreeably to an established kistbundee, without failtre or deipy, and be in 
no ways liable to the tyranny, oppression, or extortion of any farmers or ■ 

Tehsildars, that thus the revenues and resources 'of the countiy may be yearly 
increased^ and the cultivation of the lands be so extended and improved, fbat 
id procbSs of time no uncultivated land slu|l remain in my dominions, and 
that the frequent insurrections and commotions by which the iandhotders and 
peasantry are ruined, the expenses of tkie Government increased, and general 
disorder excited, may be now and for ever at an end. 


With a view to carry this salutary system into effect, I haild nominated and 

appointed .. Ameen of the district of ,.., 

who Will iinmediately proceed to that district; and having assembled all the 
landholders, Maigbozars, cultivators, and others, and inspired confidence in 
their minds by apprizing them of my benevolent intentions, will commence a 
diligent inquiry iuto the actual state of every town*aad village in the muhaul. lie 
will demand from the Cliowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and Putwarries of 
the district, a true and accurate description of each village and estate (which 
the Ameen will after^vards visit), of its waste and cultivated lands, of the 
condition of Us inhabitants and peasantry, and the causes of their actual cou- 
dition. fib wHt further require from those officers the several revenue papers 
which are specified in a separate list with which all the Ameros have been 
furnished, and he will imm^iately submit to the Presence the result of his 
investigation, with the setreral document alluded to, with the least practicidile 
delay. . 


-Ybtt are^ therefore, heml^ odttHimfided to attend the nforesaid Ameen imme- 
! diate^bn hh arrival whhiil* year district; < imd to eonvejr to him every iulbr- 
Inathm that'^he may require re|;ariR(tg'>tbe state wad condition tff' the district, 

' wUhodt^tim iim dr -reserve, and to produce and delivee to; the 

Ameen every document tfhira he may* demand from you, w'itbout an;^ heritaliou 
(»M^tihl^>„hfs, or}lcr8 in all thing^, and , considfring his 

yspynter^ts. 

si^ftiqi^ spfiptty prolubiM fromgivui|(or d^rihgtp the 
hr HAwuse%/pi^;f« deputies qr servanti, oimetty qr. mdir^tly, the tmallesc • 

■ i. . . jjyjjzuf, 
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' DttZ 2 ttr> bribe*, or douceur, on osv pretext whaterer. CoAskler Ibeic aa ti» 
positive orders of the Presence, ana act aecordifigly in every respect. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) 


3 . Bailliit, 

Resident. 


To Cofonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgtirh, and to Major 
Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultaiipore. 

Of theaamc tenor and date j|t the preceding, and with the exception of 
Ameena and districts as follows, viz. 

PUKTAUBOURH. 

, Diftrkts. Atmena. 

Purtaubgurh, &c Meer Imam Alee. 

Duleeppore, &c Meer Furzund Hoosein. 

Curb -Ahmetbee, &c Nowneit Raee. 

Kewaee, &c. The son of Meer ItnainAlee. 

Sultan PORE. 

Sultanpore, &c Mirza Hadee. 

Hussonpore, &c. ,y.. £kram Almiud Khan. 

• Jugdeespore, &c Ahmed Alee Khan. 

Akburpore, &c Khajah Sukhawut Oolia Khan. 

Aldemow, &c IJal'ez Alee Khan. 

Issowlee, Ac Lalla Jcali Loll. * 


True copies : 

• (Signed) J. Baillie, 

* Resident. 

Lettef To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh. 

from Reudent at . ’ • ® ® • 

Lucknow. • 

|. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for your information and 
guidance, the enclosed copies of a correspondence w'hicn has recently passed 
between me and the commauding'OlHcer of the troops at Sultanpore, on the 
subject of the refractory conduct of certain landholders in the district Of 
Akburpore, and others, contiguous to the station of Sultanpore, who have 
resisted the authority of the Vizier’s officers of revenue for a period of several 
years, and are now in balance to the State to a very considerable amount. 

2. As Major Richards has reported his opinion that a military force attended 
by a battering train may be required eventually to coerce the defaulting land- 
liolder, SuYroopdoQm Sing, and some others in the district of Akburpore, it seems 
proper that you be prepared to comply with the requisition of Major Richards 
for the aid of the battering train at your station, if circumstances shall appear 
to require, and the state of your own district admit of, the employment of this 
part of your force at a distance, after the conclusion of the periodical rains, 
or about the middle of the ensuing month. 


S. But 1 am disposed at present to rely on the success of Major Richards’; 
exertions, under the instructions which 1 have issued to that officer, for tba 
accomplishment of the objects in view, and the voluntary submission of tlm 
landholders to the just authority of their sovereign, without having any recourse- 
to more active military operations. 

4. Yoo will be pleased to correspond with Major Richards on the general 
subject of this despatcii. and to favour roe with your opinion pccaaiopally oa 
the result of that officer’s proceedings, as it may tend to supersede or require 
the immediate or early employment of , a portion of the force undei* youc 
command in support of Major Richards’ measures. 

I have, &c^ 

Lucknow, • ' : (Signed) 3. Bailj.ie, 

Isl September 1814. ' . Resident. 

To 



CUBE PAPERS. 

To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Stiltanpore. 

Sir : 

1. The arzee of Surroopdoom Sing, transmitted in your fetter of the 9tli 
instant, appearing to his Excellency the Vizier to evince a persistlnce on the 
part of that Talookadar in the refractory and rebellious conduct described in 
the Aumil’s arzee, and a resolution to withhold the just dues of the State, which 
he has acknowledged to a considerable amount in his own arzee to the Vizier, 
it has, therefore, been deemed expedient by his Excellency to issue another 
and more peremptory mandate to Surroopdoom,Sing, directing him to pay into 
your hands, on account of the GovernmAst, without delay, the sum of 
Sicca Rupees 76,251. 5. 6. which he has expressly acknowledged to be due 
by him, and which you will be pleased to demand and receive from the Taiooka- 
dar and remit by hoondies, or transmit in specie to me under the charge of a 
proper escort, to be delivered to his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. Should the Talookadar refuse to make payment of the amount of this just 
and unquestionable demand, which proceeds on his own acknowledgment, you 
will be prepared to take the necessary measures for enforcing it, by seizing the 
person of the defaulter and sending him a prisoner to Lucknow ; but as it is 
alike the wish of his Excellency the Vizier and my own to avoid measures of 
coercion, and to recover the dues of the State by means uf conciliation and 
persuasion, you will be pleased to use your best endeavours to recover the 
amount of this demand from Surroopdoom Sing, by persuading him of the folly 
as well as injustice of withholding the revenues of the Government, which 
must inevitably tend to his ruin, by dispossession of the lands which he holds 
and perpetual banishment from the country, if a British force be employed 
against him. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BArtLiK, 

15th August 1814. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir; 

I have the honour to transmit an arzee for his Excellency the Vizier received 
with the accompanying letter to my address from Surroopdoom Sing. With a 
reference to that part of your letter of the 15th instant regarding the seizure 
of Surroopdoom Sing in the event of his refusing to pay the amount due from 
him, I think it necessary to state, that such a measure could only be effected 
by detaching a force for the reduction of the ghurry in which he resides. 
There are, it appears, three ghurries in his zemindary. Should you consider 
it expedient to authorize a force being detached for the above purpose, will 
you have the goodness to apprize me as early as possible, as it will be necessary 
for me, conformably to General Orders of the 8th of November 1 80(1, to apply 
for battering guns to accompany the detachment. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G» Richards, 

25th August 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore, 
(30th August 1814.) 


Sir : 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
S^th instant, with its enclosures. 

2. The instructions conveyed to you by my despatch of the 27 th instant, 
win, I trust, supersede the necessity for proceeding to measures of extremity 
with regard to Surroopdoom Sing* whose attendance on the Ameen of his dis» 
trict may lead to a satisfactory adjustment of the demands of the Government 
against him and again.st the subordinate landjiolders, whom he describes as 
withholding the revenue. 

7 U 3. In. 


Rengol PoU^ 
Cotisuhatibii^ 
16 Sept. 1814. 

Letter 

irom Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
Major Richards. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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OUDE PAPiaS. 


Bei^ Political 
Conaidtationa, 
10 Sept 1814. 


S. In case of the £ulttr« of Surroopdoom. Siagi, oc mf eiJtec landholder 
in the district, to comply with the terms of the proclamation, by attending on 
and obeying the Ameen, you wiU, of coarse, be prepared to coerce bim,. and 
the battering train at Puttaubgurh will, if neceasaiy, Ito detached to ypiir 
tance : but you will be pleased to use every effort of conciliation and persuaHoa 
with the Zemindars, to induce their submission to the Ameen^ and preclude the 
ruinous consequence to themselves, and public iucoavenienoe to our Govern* 
ment, of the employment of troops to coerce them. 

1 have, &c* 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie-, 

SOth August 1814. Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 

Sir : 

1. I have the hononr of transmitting to you another purwannah which, his 
Excellency the Vizier has been pleased, at my suggestion, to address to the 
refractoiy Talookadar, Surroopdoom Sing. 

3. In transmitting this purwannah to the Talookadar, you will be pleased to 
caution him in the strongest terms against the ruinous consequences which 
must inevitably result to him in the case of his still pertinaciously withholding 
the just revenues of the Government and delaying to attend the Ameen who 
has recently proceeded to his district. 

3. Another purwannah under the seal of his Excellency the Virrer, addressed 
to Surrupjeet Sing and Duljeet Sing, Talookadars of Chandypore-Brdhur, is also 
transmitted by this despatch, and you will be pleased to forward it by a careful 
and intelligent messenger, with a message to the defaulting Zemindars of the 
same purport with the foregoing, and in suitable terms from yourself. 

4 . The present season of the year renders the employment of a military 
force, and more particularly of a battering train, extremely inconvenient and 
inexpedient, if it can possibly be avoided, and it is my desire, at all events, to 
postpone the adoption of those measures till the close of the periodical rains 
and commencement of a more favourable season. Colonel Frith will, however, 
be instructed to bold'the battering train at his station in readiness to proceed 
in the direction of Akburpore on the 15th of the ensuing month, should cir- 
cumstances appear to require it ; and you will be pleased to communicate to 
Colonel Frith, as well as to report to me, the result of your further proceedings 
under the instructions now and formerly conveyed to you. 

5. I rely with confidence on the exertion of your best endeavours to accom- 
plish the objects of this despatch, and to ensure the submission of the land- 
holders in all the districts around you to the j.ust authority of the Government, 
by means of conciliation and persuasion, without any necessity for recourse to 
active military operations, which it is particularly desirable to avoid. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillu, 

Ist September 1814. Resident* 


Bengal Political 
Confultation8» 
27 Sept. 1814. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 9.7th September 1814. 

To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart. K. B., Vice-President 

in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 
tion the*accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed 
to the Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

S>th September 1814. Resident. 

To 
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To J. Adam, Esq^, Secrataiy^to G<$verjMn«nt in tbe $<^et and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

In eontoottstion (^ the^eobjectoCmy despt^di of^ the 94 kwiaAU. I^v«the 
bonout of transmitting to you, for his Lordship’s further the 

encloBed copies of letters which I have this day received from tho cooMQMndiliig* 
officers of our troops at the stations, of Sultanpote and Puttaubghuri. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bak-i-ie*, 

9th September 1814. Resident. 

To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant 
and enclosures, and shall strictly attend to tlie instructions therein contained. 
I shall accordingly use every measure of conciliation and persuasion to attain the 
objects in view ; but there appears every reason to expect that military opera- 
tions will be unavoidably necessary against some of the Zemindars who nave 
ghurries. 

The relief for this post will probably arrive in the midst of the operations ; 
a circumstance likely to occasion some delay and impediment in carrying into 
speedy effect the new arrangements adopted by bis Excellency the Vfaier, espe- 
cially as only five companies come to this post in the first instance : As it appears 
that the early introduction of the new system resolved on by his Excellency the 
Vizier is of importance, should you judge it advisable, on applicatitm from you 
to head-quarters, the relief of this corps might of course be postponed till next 
season. 

I have. See. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Richards, 

3d September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I had the honour to receive your letter of the 27 th ultimo, with enclosures, 
some days ago ; and as 1 learn that the Amcens therein mentioned are near at 
hand, 1 have this day made public his Excellency’s orders enjoining the imme- 
diate attendance on the Ameens, on their arrival in the severu districts, of the 
Zemindars and others, as required therein. On the arrival of the Ameens they 
shall have every assistance in my power in the execution of their duty, and the 
aid of troops when it may be deemed necessary. 

The proposed settlement, however, is so very advantageous to the Zemindars 
and other landholders, that I trust they will all meet his Excellency’s benevolent 
intentions with cheerfulness and gratitude, and render the aid or any military 
force unnecessary. 

I have, &c. 

Purtaubghur, (Signed) R. Frith, 

5th September 1814. Colonel, commanding. 

To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G, Nugent, Bart, K. B., Vice-President 

in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 2d instant, I have 
the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s further information, 
the enclosed copies of letters received from Colonel Frith and Major Richards, 
and a copy of my letter to Major Richards under date the 12th instant. 

1 have, ffcc. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

13 th September 1814. Resident. 

To 


ipiengs^ 9«Wnil 
rnnfiHlffltifiiii 
Vi Sefits 


Letter from 
Major Richards. 


Letteir 

Colonel Frith. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



B«qpil Priitical 
Centiikationi, 
Sept. 1814. 

Letter from 
Colonel Fritb. 


Letter from 
Major Richards. 


m ' o u d p a p e ft s. 

To J. BbHlie, Esq*> Resident at Lucknow. . ‘ ‘ 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant 
with its enclosures, relating to the refractory conduct of Surroopdoom Sing, and 
other Zemindars in the Akburpore district, and directing the battering train to 
be in readiness to move arainst them after the rains, in case they should continue 
to resist the authority of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. I have accordingly 
given directions for the battering train at this post to prepare to move ; but as 
there are no artillerymen, lascars, draft bullocks, or carriages attached to them, 
it wilt be necessary that the officer commanding the first division of the field army 
should order what may be required from Elahabad when the season for moving 
arrives. Annexed is a memorandum of the details of men and cattle, &c. which 
will be wanted. I have written to Major Richards for information concerning 
Surroopdoom Sing and the other refractory Zemindars, and in the mean time will 
use my best endeavours, in concert with the Major, to persuade these people to 
submit peaceably to his Excellency’s authority ; and as it is obviously their 
interest to do so, I hope we may prove successful. 

I have, 8cc. 

Purtaubghur, (Signed) R. Frjth, 

8th September 1814. Colonel, commanding. 


Memorandum required for two Eighteen-pounders, two Twelve-pounders, and two 

Five-and-a- half- Inch Mortars. 

3 Serjeants, 3 corporals, 6 gunners, 36 matrosscs, with the complement of 
gun*lascars, 150 draft bullocks, and 210 hackeries. The hackeries were pro- 
vided by the Nawaub when the train was last employed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. Fiuth, 

Colonel, commanding. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

-I have the honour berewdth to transmit an arzee addressed to his Excellency 
the Vizier by Surroopdoom Sing received with the accompanying letter to* my 
address. It appears that Surroopdoom Sing is desirous of the assistance of a 
detachment from this post, to enable him to effect the payment of the arrears of 
revenue, and he promises to join with his followers any force that may be 
detached for that purpose. I have received intelligence from the Ameen of 
Hassenpore, that Beekum Sah, the Talookadar of Rampoora, lias invested a place 
in that neighbourhood, at present occupied by a party in the service of his 
Excellency the Vizier, and that he seems disposed to attempt the establish- 
ment of his own authority in that quarter. 1 have accordingly, in conformity 
with the tenor of your instructions, addressed a letter to Becknni Sah, to endear 
vour to deter him from his rebellious practices, and to recall him to a just sense 
of the obedience he owes to his Excellency’s Government. I have also 
pointed put to him the advantages to himself of liis attending on the Ameen and 
conforming to the new system to be introduced, and have called his attention to 
the ruinous consequences which must eventually attend his persisting in bis 
present contumacious conduct. In the event of the Ameen requiring the imme- 
diate assistance of a detachment, I feel myself precluded from granting it, at 
present, with reference to that part of your letter of the 1st instant which directs 
me to postpone the employment of a military force till the close of the rains. 
However, on this point I request the favor of your further instructions, 
and entertain n hope that, the objects in view may in a great degree be attained 
by conciliatory measures. These, however, must necessarily he interrupted 
by the relief of this corps, as the business will then probably be required to be 
commenced on afresh. Under the peculiar circumstances ot the case, I thought 
it right, in my letter of the 2d instant, to state that as only five compands were 
in the first instance to come to this post, and particularly as this reliei would 

occur. 
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occur in the midst of the operations, considerable impediment, inconvenience, 
and delay niigjit occur, and that your ^plication to bead-quarters, if made 
immediately, miglit of course occasion, without inconvenience, the relief of this 
corps being postponed till next season, 1 have thought it iny duty particularly 
to advert, in this and my former letters, to the state of affairs in this quarter, that 
no blame may be eventually imputed to me for not having made a full and cariy 
report. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Richakds, 

10th September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Ricliards, commanding at Sultanpore. 

Sir: 

I. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters dated the 10th 
and 1 1 th instant. 


2. The conduct of thcTalookadar of Rampoora has been obviously such as to 
re<)uire the immediate employment of a force to expel him from theglnu ry which 
lie has occupied, and to seize his person if it be possible; and if the nature of 
bis position and strength of thcgliurry of Rampoora be such as to admit of your 
attacking him successlully with the force now at your disposal, without the aid of 
a battering-train, I rerjuest that you will be pleased to adopt the necessary 
measures for this purpose with the least practicable tielay, provided the refraelory 
Talookadar shall not have evacuated the ghurry and returned to a proper sense of 
his duty before your receipt of this despatch. 

3. On the receipt of the arzee of Surroopdoorn Sing, I shall have the honour of 
addressing you hereafter. The circumstances which you have stated with a 
reference to the relief of the troops, are higlily deserving of notice, and I shall 
take an early opportunity of suhmitting them to the consideration of the Com- 
mander-in- Chief. 


Lucknow, 

1 2th September 1814. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baim.u:, 

Hesidenf. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

77(C 11 /A October 1814. 

To His Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Baronet, K. B., Vice- 

President in Council, &c. See. Sec. 

Hononrahle Sir ; 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council's infor- 
mation, the enclosed duplicates of two letters and enclosures which were yester- 
day forwarded by me to the Secretary to (he Governor-General, in the Secret 
and Political Deparlinent. 

I have. Sec. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bai li.i k, 

£7th September 1814. Hesident. 


To John Adam, Esip, Secretary to the ( iovcrnor-General. 

Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 13th instatit, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor- General, the enclosed copies of letters which 
have more recently passed l)etwcen me and the commauding-ollicer of the troops 
at Sultanpore. 

2. These letters, though tliey describe a degree of resistance, in the iiret place, 
on the part of a few of the landholders in the districts of Sultanpore and Akbur- 
pore, to the just views of this Government in the reform of the' revenue depart- 

7 X ment 


Bengal r<d>tical 
27 1611 . 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Rengal Political 
Consultations, 
11 Oct. m u 

latter 

fVoni Resident at 
Lnrhnow. 


Letter 

from Uesideiit at 
Lucknew. 
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ment, or ratlier to the demand of arrears which those landholders had hitherto 
witbholden and are naturally unwilling to discharge, yet they indicate at the 
same time that the diffidence evinced by the principal landholders, with regard to 
the system of reform and to their personal attendance on the Ameens, has a refer- 
ence chiefly to the misconduct of the former revenue officers and the oppression 
of former times, and they afford a prospect of salutary results when this diffidence 
shall be obviated by the conciliatory measures in progress. 

3. In the districts of Purtaubgurh and Behar, and in all the other districts of 
the country to which Ameens have been recently deputed, the progress of the 
measures of reform would appear to be totally unimpeded and to afford universal 
saisfactiou. 

4. I await with some degree of anxiety, but with entire and perfect reliance 
on the wistlom and justice of my Lord Moira, a communication of his Lord- 
ship’s sentiments and commands on the subjects of my several despatches 
having reference to the measures of reform. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2Gth September 18M-. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consoltatioiiw, 
11 Oct. 18U. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Ainjor nichards. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the. 12th 
instant, and to report that I this morning detached four companies of the 
second battalion of the Twenty-second regiment, under the command of Cap- 
tain BlacKney, towards Rampoora. I enclose a copy of my instructions to 
that officer. The ghurry of Rampoora is represented to be in a dismantled 
state ; but should it prove otherwise I liave directed Captain Blackney to 
refrain from making any attack on it witliout further instructions from me, as 
in that case, conformably with Gencral Orders of the 8th of November 18()G, 
it will be necessary to apply for the battering train. Although my letter to 
Beekum Sab, pointing out the ruinous consequences to himself of his rebel- 
lious conduct, had not the desired effect of inducing him to retire from the 
ghurry of Rampoora, I have yet hopes that on the approach of Captain Black- 
ney’s detachment he will evacuate it without resistance. It appears to me that 
the presence of a detachment in the district will, of itself, tend to establish the 
authority of the Ameen, by operating as a check on the neighbouring Zemin- 
dars who may be inclined to be refractory. 

With regard to that part of my letter of the 10th instant having reference 
to the relief of the troops at this post, I thought it right to mention that your 
application to head-quarters might, of course, occasion the relief of this corps 
being postponed till next year without any inconvenience ; especially if the 
.npplication were made immediately, as the corps from which the five companies 
are to be detached for the relief of this post commences its march from Keitali 
on the 1st of next month. 


I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oiule, (Signed) G. Richauds, 

15th September ISl k Major, commanding at Sultanpore- 


Letter tiom 'I’jj Captain Blackney, commanding a Detachment from the Second Battalion 
Jajcr liichards. Twcnty-second Regiment Native Infantry. 

Sir : 

You will proceed at three o’clock to-morrow morning with the detachment 
under your command towards Rampoora, for the purpose of compelling Bee* 
kuin Sah, the refractory Talookadar of that place, to evacuate the ghurry ot 
that name, from which he has forcibly caused the troops of his Excellency the 
Vizier to retire. 


On 
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On yanr amval at Rampoora, shoiiid Beekiun Sah not innnediately evacuate 
the ghurry And return to a sense of his duty, you will employ the force under 
your orders to expel him from it, and if possible secure bis person ; provided, 
however, that the nature of his position and the strength of the ghurry be 
such as to admit of your attacking him successfully with the force under your 
command, and without any risk whatever of failure. 

The ghurry is represented to be in a dismantled state ; but in case you find 
it otherwise, or that any defensive works have been constructed, you will imme- 
diately report the circumstances to me, and on no account in such case make 
any attack without further instructions. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Richards, 

14th September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore, Oude, 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 12th instant, witli 
a reference to the conduct of Surroopdoom Sing, and the tenor of that person’s 
arzee to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, I have the honour of trans- 
mitting, for your information, the enclosed translations of a letter and arzee 
which I have recently received from his Excellency, and which tend to esta- 
blish a conviction of the falsehood of Surroopdoom Sing’s statement, and of his 
being leagued and united in rebellion with Zorawur Sing and other Zemindars, 
against whom he has solicited the assistance of a detachment of the British 
troops. 

'2. Under these circumstances, it is obvious that the dispersion of the force 
of Surroopdoom Sing and the leduction of the fortresses in his possession must 
be an object of considerabie importance to the tranquillity of the district of 
Akburpore, and should be undertaken by the troops under your command at 
as early a period as may be practicable after the conclusion of the periodical 
rains, unless the immediate suppression and punishment of Beekum Sah, which 
you were eventually instructed to undertake by my letter of the 12th instant, 
and your own and Colonel Frith’s admonitions to Surroopdoom Sing, shall have 
ocrasioned that person’s submission to the just authority of the Government 
before the battering train can be prepared to move from Purtaubgurh. 

3. But I shall have the honour of addressing you again on this subject when 
a report of your operations against the refractory landliokler, Beekum Sah, 
shall be received. 


Lucknow, 

15th September 1814. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


From bis Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 14th September 1814.) 

I have received the arzee which you transmitted to me from Surroopdoom Sing, 
soliciting the punishment of Zoiawur Sing and Runjeet Sing. 

copy of an arzee from Gholaum Zamin, representing the rebellious con- 
duct ot Zoiawur Sing and Surroopdoom Sing, i,3 sent enclosed for your iafbr 
mation, and will enable you to compare the statement in the hitter’s arzee with 
the true account of the conduct of that person and the other, who are united in 
their rebellion against the Government and depredations against the neighbouring 
Zemindars. 

These persons have, for three years past, been united in their rebellious 
practices and in withholding the revenues of the Government. 


The 
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The Arsee of Gholetum Zatnhti RMmmm September 1844 , 

Zoiavvur Sing and Surroopdoom Sing, Talookadars of Meopoor in Aldemoxtr^ 
who have withholden the just .due.H of the Goreniinent for tiie last three years, and 
liave otherwise been refractory and rebellious, proceeded together, on the I7th 
Jlumzaun, will) about 600 armed followers, to the Elakas of &hadur Sing, 
Zcniimiar of Churnyputty, purgunnah Mujhoura in Akburpore, where they 
attacked the above-mentioned Zemindar, killed one and wontaded another of his 
servants, carried away the cattle, and plundered the property of the Ryots, and 
(siabiished tlieir own authority in the villages of Liickeechundpofe, Kuthuree, 
ami Muckoopore in llic above talooka. 

The Ryots of purgunnahs Amsun and ]Mi)jhoura arc greatly alarmed by their 
])rocecdings ; and some other ill-disposed persons, encouraged by the success of 
Surroopdoom Sing and his associates, seem now disposed to unite with them and 
to witlihold the revenue of the Sircar. 

These circumstances arc represented to your Excellency, that the necessary 
orders may be issued. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Batllie, 

Resident. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1 liave the honour herewith to transmit a copy of a letter of this date from 
Captain Blackuey, reporting the evacuation of the ghurry of Ranipoora by 
Becknm Sab. 1 have directed Caplain Blackuey to remain encamped at 
Rampoora until further orders, delivering over the ghurry to the troops of his 
Excellency the Vizier whicJi may be sent by the Ameeii to occupy it. 

I have desired Captain Blackney, in the evemt of Beckum Sali’s coming Into 
his camp, to point out to that Zemindar the necessity of liis attending on the 
.\meen, conformably with the tenor of the proclamation issued by his Excel- 
lency the Vrzier, and thereby evincing due submission to the authority of his 
Excellency’s Government. 

I had the honour to receive this morning your tlespatch of the 15th instant. 

I hav^ &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Richards, 

17th September iyi4. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore, Oude. 

Sir : 

On my arrival yesterday at Purtaubgiirh, I sent an hurkarra to Rampoora, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the probable force of Beekum Sah and his 
followers, and was in consequence shortly after waited on by the Vakeel of the 
former, who assured me that his master wished much to settle amicably tlie 
existing dispute between him and the Ameen, and that on his return to the 
ghurry he would cause it to be evacuated. 

I have now the satisfaction to report the place in possession of a antall party of 
my sepoys (Beekum Sah and bis followers having quitted it peaceably this 
morning), and that 1 am in hourly expectation of his arrival in my camp. 

I wait your further orders, and am, &c. 

Camp Rampoora, (Signed) J. F. Blackmev, 

17th September 1814. Captain, cuminandlng a Detactnment. 

To 
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Sir: 

I ha\’ethe honour herewith to transmit a copy of a second letter of the same 
date, and subsequently received from Captain Blackney, commanding the de- 
tachment at Kathpoora. In consequence of this communication I have thought 
it expedient to direct Captain Blackney to endeavour to surprize and disperse 
the force collected by Bcckura Sah ; provided from the information be may 
obtain of that Zemindar’s strength of position and followers, he considers sucii 
a measure practicable with the detachment under his orders. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Richards, Major, 

18th September 1814. commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore. 

Sir : 

Since the dispatch of my letter of this morning, I have had several communi- 
cations from Beekum Sah, through the channel of his Vakeel, none of which, 
however, appear to promise any prospect of a speedy negotiation, and it is my 
opinion that some time a ill be requisite to establish the necessary confidence 
between the soldiers of the Ameen and Beekum Sah’s adherents, who are repre- 
sented to be in considerable force about two coss in an easterly direction from mv 
camp. 

1 have, therefore, for the present, occupied the ghurry of Rampoora with a 
party from m}' detachment, and shall continue such in it until 1 may receive 
your instructions on this particular point, as the whole of the followers of Beekum 
Sail are much averse to the Ameen’s troops taking possession of the place. 

Beekum Sah, in his communications hitherto, promises to pay a certain pro- 
portion of the revenue remaining due, and for the balance to give unexception- 
able securities. 

It however appears, from information I have obtained from the police here, 
that those guarantees will not be admitted of by the Ameen, he conceiving them 
not worthy of trust. 

Thus stand matters at present ; but I have every hope that the conciliatory 
measures I propose to adopt will eventually prove successful in the rc-establisli- 
tnent of good order, and also in the realization of revenue due to his Excellency 
tlie Vizier. 

The Hurkarra who carried my letter of this morning to your address, will 
inform you of some depredations committed on villages in the neighbourhood lust 
night. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Rampoora, (Signed) .1. Blackxev, Captain, 

8 o’clock, p. m. commanding a Detachment. 

17th September 1814. 


To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore, Oude. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 15th, 
l6th, 17th, and 18th instant, with their several enclosures. Your instructions to 
Captain Blackney appear to have been prepared with judgment, and to have been 
executed by that officer with zeal. 

2. The ghurry of Rampoora, and all other fortresses or ghurries in the district, 
should be levelled to the ground as soon as they are evacuated by the Zemindars, 
and you will be pleased to instruct Captain Blackney to this effect. Similar 
orders will be issued by his Excellency the Vizier to the Ameen of the district of 

7 Y Sultanpore, 
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SultanpWf and to «U be 

found, and the Zemindars dbpossessed dP them by our troops. . <■ 

''Ihaveia*. ' ' 

Resident. 


Lucknovp, 

SOth September 1814. 


To Major BailUe, Resident at loicknow. . 

Sir: , , 

I have the honour herewith to transmit a further report from Captain 
Blackney, commanding the detachment at RampoOra. Ontil 1 receive your 
further instructions, I thought it advisable to direct Captain Blackney ^6 remain 
at Rampoora, and not to cross the river in pursuit of Beekuhi Sah for the present. 
I have, however, desired tliat officer to avail himself of any opportunity of attack- 
ing that Zemindar in the event of his re-crossing the river. 


Sultanpore, 

SI St September 1814. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. Richards, Major, 

commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore, Oude. 

Sir : 

Having gained certain information, in the course of yeisterday, of the place of 
encampment of Bcekuni Sah, which was said to be about three coss distant from 
my camp, and about one niile on the north side of the Goomty, I determined on 
beating up bis quarters, and had some hopes of succeeding in dispersing the 
mutinous adherents who have attached themselves to his service. 1 accordingly 
left my camp for that purpose about nine o’clock, p. m., taking with me three 
companies, and leaving tiie fourth or seventh company with Lieutenant Duncan 
in charge of the camp, which I left standing. 

Having arrived at the ghaut, where my Hurkarra told me I was to cross in 
the pursuit, I was grieved to find that the rebel, Beekum Sah, had conveyed ail 
the boats and canoes from the southern side of the river to the north banks, and 
there sunk them, to prevent the possibility of his being surprized by my detach- 
ment ; and while I was engaged in securing the inhabitants of a small village that 
stood immediately upon the ghaut, to prevent their giving notice of my approach, 
1 discovered the lighted matches of the enemy on the opposite side of the river 
from me, and almost immediately they commenced a smart fire on my sepoys, for 
which in return I gave them a few shots ; hut, to prevent the pdssibility of any 
casualty occurring in my detachment, 1 caused it to fail back under cover of the 
village, where 1 remained under arms until the break of day, and then returned 
to my camp at Rampoora. My Hurkarras inform me that Beekum Sah was 
joined yesterday by a great number of armed men from this district, and that hU 
force is increasing daily. 

The Bildars have commenced this morning on destroying tlie gbtiriy of 
Rampoora. 

I think a detachment from the force at Sultanpore could very easily oblige 
the rebel force to re-cross the river into this district, when I should be prepared 
to receive him. 

The hearer of this can give you much information on this subject; and I think 
the earliest opportunity, with most vigorous measures, should be adopted to 
crush, if possible, the rising power of the rebel, and check the great influence he 
at present holds over the minds of the natives about here. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Rampoora, (Signed) J. F. Blacknet, Cai*tain, 

SOth September 1814. commanding a Detachment. 





Mtjor.Rielvwdi^ iwtinltatednig st Sultaiipiore/Otid^j 
Sir: . . •'•' ■■ ■’■■■ ' •■ ■ ■ ' ^ ■ ■'■ 

1. I have the lionotir to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 21st 
instant with its inclosure, Captain Blackney’s report of bis proceedings against 
the rebellious iaudhotder, Bbekutn Sah. 

2. The recent conduct of Beekum Sab, as now described by Captain Black- 
ney, is very different, indeed, from what I contemplated as the probable result 
of Captain Blackney’s proceedings against him, and from the purport of Captain 
Blackney’s early reports, as conveyed in your farmer despatches. 

3. It seems now to be not only expedient but indispensable, that the most 
vigorous measures be adopted for the suppression of Beekum Sah and his associ- 
ates, the dispersion of their followers in arms, and the seizure of the rebel's 
person, if it be possible; and you will accordingly be pleased to adopt such 
measures as you may deem necessary and proper, with a view to the accom- 
plishment of these objects, immediately on your receipt of this despatch, unless the 
intermediate submission of Beekum Sah and his personal attendance on the 
Aineen shall have superseded the necessity for further proceedings against him. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

23d September 1814. Resident. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir; 

I have the honour herewith to transmit copy of a letter received from 
Captain Blackpey, commanding the detachment at Rampoura. 

I have the pleasure to report that I have succeeded in prevailing upon 
Roostum Sing, Zemindar of Buhdeya, who has hitherto been considered as 
refractory, to attend on the Ameen of Sultanpore. I entertain hopes that 
much may be yet done by conciliatory measures. 

1 have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Richards, Major, 

23d September 1814. commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore, Oude. 

Sir: 

I luive the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your's dated yesterday, 
and to inform you that, in consequence of the night attack I made on Beekum 
Sah, he dismissed on the following day all those adherents who had attached 
themselves to him, and is now residing with eight attendants in a ghurry, or 
fort, on the northern side of the Goomty, the property of those two refractory 
Zemindars so ranch in arrears of rent to his Excellency the Vizier. 

In the few shots 1 exchanged with him across the river on the night of the 
20th, 1 wounded two of liis followers, one severely through the loins, and the 
other in the thigh. The former, it is reported, cannot live. 

The villagers of all this district are much attached to Beekum, and at a 
moment’s warning can and will, I am credibly informed, turn out a force of 
armed. men of between six and seven hundred. 

In obedience to your orders, 1 shall not attempt to cro^ the Goomty in 
pursuit of him, but unless, as I before stated, the Ameen will promise security 
to his person in the event of his coming into his camp, and in compliance with 
the proclamation issued to that effect, I am convinced that on the moment of 
ray withdrawing from hence he will immediately return, and again compel t!ic 
retreat of the Ameen’s troops from this part of the world. 

I am mformed that about five years since a similar dispute to the one now 
existing took place between Beekum Sah and the Aumil, and that the late 
Colonel Palmer, then commanding at Sultanpore, interfered, and was promised 
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security for tlie man’s person by the Aumil ; in consequence of which he 
obeyed the summons for his attendance on the Aumil, when he was imme- 
diately seized and put in irons. Such conduct is certainly calculated to pro- 
duce tlie want of confidence that now appears so evident on the part of Bee- 
k(i:u Sal) ; and some conciliatory measures of the Ameen should be adopted, 
with the view of establishing quiet in this district, and of realizing the arrears 
ol' rent due by Beekum. 

I have. See. 

Camp, Rampoora, (Signed) J. F. Blacknev, Captain, 

‘ilst September ISi k commanding a Detachment. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe l8//i Novemier 1814. 

To Ilis Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart^ K.B., Vice- 
P)'esident in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s infor- 
mation, the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day 
addressed to the Socrctaiy to the (iovernment in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

I have, See. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

‘2.5th October 1814. Resident. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 


Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 26th ultimo, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of his 
Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies 
of letters more recently received from Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell and Major 
Richards, commanding the troops at Seetapore and Sultanpore. 


2. Under existing circumstances, and with reference to the paper of requests 
that has been recently submitted by the Vizier to his Excellency the Right 
Plonourable the Governor General, I feel some hesitation in preparing and 
issuing my instructions to the commanding-officers of the troops on the ques- 
tions which they have referred to me, till 1 be honoured witli his Lordship’s 
commands on the subject of my several despatches, reporting the progress of 
reform in the assessment and collection of the revenues of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s dominions. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

25th October 1814. Resident- 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I beg leave to send you copies of Persian letters which I have received from 
the Ameen of Gopamow, &c. preferring against the Zemindars of Nyar a 
complaint that they oppose the orders of Government in resisting the esta- 
blishment of a police in their village. 

Under the idea that there might have been orders from the Government to 
establish a police, I have done every thing in my power (that mildness can 
suggest) to persuade them from resisting the authorities^ they are bound to 
obey : but my endeavours have failed, and I find by Captain Burgh’s answers 
to my letters, and from a letter which I have received myself from Hoolass 

and 
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and Mansook, the Zenrindars of Nyar, that they continue as averse to receiv> 
ing police as ever. 

1 send you a c(^y of all the correspondence which has passed between Cap- 
tain Burgh and myself on the subject. 

Being ignorant of what the intention and wishes of the Government are in 
regard to the police to be established, 1 have not felt myself authorized any 
further to take notice of Aga Jan’s appeal to me than to give advice to the 
offenders, and I shall now look to you for instructions. 

I have, &c. 

Seetapore, (Signed) L. BuRiiELr., Lieutenant-Colonel, 

17 th October 1814. commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 

Sir; 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that both the Havildar Kheruthur Sing and 
Heerah sepoy, rejoined their detachment yesterday evening. 

They state that the whole of the force collected by Peetum Sing, Zemindar, 
had again returned to their houses, and that all is now perfectly quiet in that 
part of the country. 

The accompanying Persian note I yesterday received from Peetum Sing, 
which 1 have the pleasure to forward for your perusal. 

I have, &c. 

Tandeeawn, (Signed) R. Burgh, Captain, 

8 th October 1814. commanding a Detachment First 

Battalion Fifteenth Regiment. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 

Sir: 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the party of Nujeebs which was a few days 
back sent to the village of Nyar, has been obliged to return, as the Zemin- 
dars, Hoolass and Munsook, will not allow a police to be established in their 
village. 

The accompanying is from the Chucladar, reporting the whole business. 

I have, &c. 

Tandeeawn, (Signed) R. Burgh, Captain, 

10 th October 1814. commanding a Detachnaent First 

Battalion Fifteenth Regiment. 


To Captain Burgh, commanding Tandeeawn. 

Sir : 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant, with its enclosures, two letters, 
namely, one from Mirza Aga Jan, and one to the Mirza’s address from Mohhmmud 
Khan of the police. Your own acquaints me with the chief point, that the 
Zemindars of Nyar, Hoolass and Munsook, will not allow the police Nujeebs to 
he established in their village, and refers me for full information to the Chucladar, 
Aga Jan’s letters. 

I observe from the contents of all, that you have advised Aga Jau, after his 
having made you acquainted with all the circumstances, to recall the polipe ser- 
vants. I am sorry that you dkl not, however, before taking this step, send an intel- 
ligent non-commissioned officer or sepoy to ascertain the truth of the fact, who (if 
it wals really well founded) could have carried your sentiments to the Zemindars, 
and pHced hi a proper light before them the great impropriety of resisting, by 
such conduct to the police, the positive orders of the Government. 
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**^■^1*^ 1 am, I must confess, of opinion that if the Zenwidata .hhli^o ncted a» is mid to 

wrSTliitU. police, there must be some strong reasons for it, and possibly that tbs sutlers 

1 of the Nawaub, as well relative to the new system as to the employment of the 

Letter from police Nujeebs, have not been clearly and properly expkdnem But, ttiHifiyj 
Lieutwant-^louel Aga Jan has so lately assured me that he bad gtven general circulatiun to the 
* proclamation, that 1 can hardly believe he has neglected such an important 
measure. 

For the present, yon had better send a non-commissioned officer or s^oy to 
require an account of the particulars ; and if the complaint turns out to be flivo- 
lous, afterwards request Aga Jan to have the Nujeebs posted again. At all 
events, endeavour to persua^ die Zemindars (if they have a serious dislike to the 
police) to let them remain undisturbed in the villages for the present, and to 
draw out a statement of the reasons which make them complain, for you to have 
forwarded to his Excellency the Nawaub, who, no doubt (should their cause be 
reasonable), wHl pve them redress. 

I request of you to impress upon the Chucladar’s mind, that only extremities, 
and that in a jnet cause, can warrant the line of severity he widiw to drew so 
precipitately to the Zemindars, and that the object of every Governnient muit 
be to use mild and moderate measures so long as the least hope remains of 
moderate measures proving successful. 

1 have, &c. 

Seetapore, (Signed) L> Burrell, Lieutenant^Colonel, 

12th October 1814. commanding the Troops at Seetafiore. 


Letter from 
Captain Buigh. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
instant ; in reply to which I be^ leave to acquaint you, that I sent an intelli- 
gent and careful sepoy to explain to them (the Zemindars) that they had better 
dlow the police to be stationed, as it was the orders of the Nawaub that one 
should be placed in all the large villages. He has also pointed out to them the 
impropriety of resisting the positive orders of the Government. 

Hie Zemindars still persist in refusing to admit the pdice, and say if it is 
stationed they will immediately quit their houses and retire into the jungle, as 
you will perceive by the enclosure which was sent by Peetum Sing. 

The ether enclosure is from Aga Jan, reporting the whole circumstance. 

I have, &c. 

Tandeeawn, (Signed) W. Burgh, Captain, 

14th October 1814. commanding a Detachment First 

Battalion Fifteenth Regiment. 


Letter from To Migor Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

[ieuteoent-CdoBd Sir • 

HiiffcTl * 

* I have the honour of transmitting to you herewith the accompanying letter 

from Captain Buigh with one from the Ameen of Gopamow, &c., a^ another 
from Inaet Alee Tannadar, complaining of the Zemindars being averse io have 
police guards established in their villages: I have written to these Zdmindars, 

2 *oining them to comply with the orders conveyed to them by file Ameen, by 
>wing the Mootusuddies and Nujeebs of the police to remain in thw villages 
unmolreted, and shall take no further steps in this business till I am favoured 
with your instructions. 

The Ameen of Gopamow has such a great dislike to the Zemindars of his 
district and (hey to him, t^t I conceive hu removal toiKmw oth^ situation, and 
another of a more conciliating disposition being a|^KHnted in his room, woula 
restore them iffi to good order without having reeoatse to harsh measnim 

Ihave^ Ac. 

* Seetapore, (Signed) L. Burrell, 

19th October 1814. Lieutenant^Colonel, commanding at Seetapore. 

To 
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OUBt 


Sir: 


To Major JUillie; jResidentat LuokBow, 


Mat • 

1 have the honour to transmit the accompanying letters from the Ameen of 
Aidemow and from Zemindars in that quarter. 


Shouklypu deem itexpe^li^ttoorder a detachment from, this post against 
the refractory Zemindars, I conceive that less than a battalion will not be 
adequate, as the Zemindars alluded to are able to collect a considerable force. 
Two or three companies, therefore^ from Purtaubghur, would be requisite for 
the protection of this cantonment in -the absence of the detachment under my 
command. In the event of a force being detached from this post as ^ve 
stated, I propose prooeedinK with it ; and as it will most probably be requisite 
to attadk the ghurries of (me refractory Zemindars, will you have the goodness 
to order the battering train with the usual detail of European artillery>men to 
be placed at my disposal. A troop of cavalry from Purtaubghur would also, 
for obvious reasons, be very desirable to form part of my field force. 


n 1| 

%/cniiaicmnBi^ 

ISMbv.Wte. 


Letter from 
Major Richards. 


The right wing of the first battalion of the Fourteenth Regiment has arrived 
at this post. I have been under the necessity of .detaining the left wing of my 
battdion till 1 bear from Mr. Sands, the collector of Elahabad, respecting the 
pay for August, the drafts for the payment of the troops at this post having 
been forwarded to him. 

I have, See. 

Sukanpore, (.)udev ^Signed) G. Richards, Major, 

£2d October 1814. commanding the Troops Sultanpoor, &c. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

TAe 6th December 1814. 

To .1. Ada.ii, Esq. Secretary to Government. 

Sir: 

1 have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of 
letters which 1 have recently received from, and* addressed to, the commanding 
officers of the troops at the stations of Seetapore and Secrora. 

1 have, See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

18th November 1814. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
6 Dec. 1814. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Major J. Bail lie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I beg leave to send, for your information, other letters which I have received 
from the Gopamow Chncladar. Clear it seems from tliem all, that the 
establishment of a police, for some reason or other, has excited a general dislike, 
and has been alike ill received in all quarters. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burrell. 


Something must be done, if it is necessary that the orders of his Highness 
the Nawaub should be enforced. But with a view to avoid extre- 
mities as long as any other expedient remains to be tried, I propose shortly (as 
I have your permission) to take the circuit of the different places which have 
stood out against the establishment of a police, and 1 hope in person to be 
able,, (so gnat a weight is paid by the natives to rank), to bring them at last 
quietly into .the measure. I have only this reason, indeed, for preferring to 
undmtake this task myself, rather than entrust it to the execution of my officers. 

It would be very desiralde, however, before I take these steps, to possess a 
copy ^ tbe proolamatba or orders which his Excellency the Nawaub may have 
had cirenlated on' tim separate and particular subject, which if I had them 
by me while performing this service for his Excellency I should certainly find 
of the greatest use. . 


I request 
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a'#' '■ 

^ISSduS^ I request the favour of you to procure for me, therefore, these documents to 
6 Dec, 1614.’ act upon, and 

I have, &c. 

Seetapore, Oude, (Signed) L. Burrell, Ueutenant*ColoneI, 

4th November 1814. commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burrell. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 have the pleasure to enclose, for your information, more letters which 1 
have received from the Chucladar of Gopamow, one of them from Bukht Mul, 
Ameen of Belgram, and another from Aga Jan. With these 1 send a copy of 
my answer to the former person. All are on the subject of the police. 

I have, &c. 

Seetapore, Oude, (Signed) L. Burrell, Lieutenant- Colonel, 
7th November 1814. commanding at Seetapore, 


Letter from To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Lieutonant-Colond 

Burrell. pir : 

1 write to inform you, that the Chucladar of Gopamow came over the 
day before yesterday to Seetapore, and has been with me to make further 
complaints on the subject of the police, and to explain the difficulties he meets 
with in collecting the public revenues. 

I have requested him, in consequence, to afford me a full statement of these 
several particulars in an otlicial manner ; and the enclosed is what I have 
obtained from him. I deem it the best manner of conveying the information to 
transmit it as it stands to you. 

I have, &c^ 

Seetapore, Oude, (Signed) L. Burrell, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

pth Novem^r 1814. commanding at Seetapore. 


To Lieutenant'Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters noted 
in the margpn,* with their respective enclosures, translations and copies of which 
have been submitted to his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. The State of the district of Banghur, as described in your recent des- 
patches, and the opposition evinced by the Zemindars to the establishment of 
a police in that district, combined with some other considerations, whicli it is 
unnecessary here to detail, have induced his Excellency the Vizier to dispense 
with the personal services of Hukeern Mehdee Alee Khan at the capital, and 
to dismiss that intelligent Aumil to the district of Khyrabad and Mohumdee, 
where I have every reason to expect that his presence and able management, 
with the support to be afforded by you, will speedily accomplish the object of 
reconciling the landholders to the police and establishing good order in 
the district. 

3. Hukeern Mehdee being vested with ample authority in tlte character of 
Zillahdar or collector of the districts which were heretofore farmed by him, and 
being fully apprized of the wishes and views of his Sovereign regarding the future 
management of the country, as well as of my sentioiients respecting the best and 
easiest mode of fulfilling his Sovereign’s wishes, I refer you to the statements qt 
the Hukeern for every degree of information which it may be necessary for you 
to obtain before you employ the troops in support of his authority or measures. 

4. My 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


* 4th) 7th) and 9th instant. 



: 4<r > My pireenal conamunicatioDs to yourself during your recent visit to this 
capital must have served to put you iu complete possession of my sentiments 
regarding the employment of the troops, and on every other question of import- 
ance that can arise between you and the local authority; and I rely with 
confidence on your approved judgment, professional talents, and, conciliatory 
manners, in concert with Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, for the speedy and suc- 
cessful accomplishment of the public purposes in his district. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baij.lie, 

14th November- 1814. Resident. 


To Major BailUe, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

Herewith I have the honour of transmitting to you a public letter from Lieu- 
tenant Otto, commanding the detachment of my corps in the Mubmoodabad 
district, accompanied by some translations of correspondence between him and 
the refractory Zemindars, from which it would appear that they still retain 
possession of forts said formerly to be evacuated. 

I have, &c. 

Secrora, ^ (Signed) U. 1'raser, 

12th November 1814. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Secrora. 


To Captain A. Stoneham, commanding at Byramghaut. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to transmit to you, for the information of the Resident and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, copies of correspondence between Benee Sing, Zemin- 
dar of Budjera, and myself. He is the principal insurgent, and is now in a fort 
with five hundred followers. The place is surrounded by three bamboo hedges, 
with an intermediate ditch between each of them. The entrance is capable of 
admitting a gun to the gate, as yesterday a hackery with five niaunds of gun- 
powder was conveyed into the interior of the place. I think that another com- 
plete company, in addition to the one which I have, with two guns, would 
soon be the means of restoring peace in the neighbourhood : but should Benee 
Sing persist in the line of conduct which he has adopted, so as to require tiie 
e.\ecutioq of coercive measures, bis fort at Budjera could not be reduced with less 
than three full companies and guns for battering. 1 regret that the Resident 
did not notice my letter of the 3d instant, as, without some instructions or dis- 
cretionary power is granted to roe, the detachment might as well have remained 
in cantonments ; I shall, therefore, thank you to ascertain from the Resident what 
is required from the detachment, and the object upon whicii it is sent, as it is 
too insignificant at present to adopt coercive measures, and it is my opinion 
that notmng can be done without them. 

I have, &c. 

Durumpore, (Signed) W. Otto, Lieutenant, 

10th November 1814. commanding a Detachment of the 

1 1th Regiment N. 1. 


To Benee Persaud, Zemindar of Budjera, &c. 

On my arrival at Baloulie, your-^Vakeel waited on me, intimating your inten- 
tion of cOmioe in next day. I expect that you will wait upon me within the 
space of two pays, otherwise 1 shall proceed against you. 

Mnnoo Sing and Doreaw Sing, Zemindars of Durumpore, are with you, and 
the greater part of the inhabitants. Your waiting upon me will induce these two 
Zemindars to do the same rmd restore the inhabitants to their villages. Bebee 
Rafut complairred to Major BaUIie, Resident at Lucknow, who ordered rne 
■ * 8 A with 


Bengal PoIkkaJ 
CoaealtiUkuiis, 

6 Dec. 1814. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant'Colonel 
Fraser. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant Otto. 



CoiMuliatioML . 
6 Dec- 1814, 

Letter from 
Lieutenant Otto. 


l>etter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 





with thii ifletwbhthiMit to 

tranqhUKty ofthe eontitfiy 7<Ni4iad> 

or I jhttll lhaTc1i'''ag1ihijt'ybu.' * -*'^0 ^ui;; '.-sif -jqi'iivM} 

Durumpdre;C4in{>, ^ • ‘ ^ 

5th November 1 8 14. IstBattalWri'niliTOjg^ 


iniinfr ;i 


, henet Persaud^s j$itwer to the foregoing Lette^f « 1 ^' , / . ( 

I have received your letter. I seod yottww compliments. 1 am well and 
require your good opinion. From your mvour I am here. You wrote to me to 
come and visit you. I am present. NettiKr Oureaw ae# MoOoe l^ing are here, 
or 1 should send them to you. Should they, however, be discovered to bO Here 
on inquiry, you may inflict oh me what puhisbfl^t you Betlee 

R&fut's statement is &lser the Zemindars <t^ nut kere t ^ih |>iSeBedti >aMd~aih 
responsible. nr'-.- , 

(Signed) ■B36#B6'P«a#A«ih,' 
Received Hth November 1614. Zeridmlar^iefairf^enk' 


To Renee Persaad, Zamndar of Bucyera. 

I sent a sepoy, (with a ietter also,) to accopipany you into hh'd ybu wrhe 
me by him that you are present. How can you be said to 'be prie^ftt whiW at 
such a distance ? Come an<l wait upon me. 1 wish to ascertain the cause of 
this disturbance between you and Bebee Rafut, that I may effect a reconcilia* 
tion betwixt you. You shall receive no molestation in doing so. . 1 shall inves” 
tigate the whole business, and forward your statement to uie Resident for bis 
decision, which may ultimately tend to your advantage. 

Durumpore, (Signed) OrrO, lieutenant, 

7th November 1814. commanding a Detachment of the First 

BaUAi^ Eleventh Regiment. . 


• ^*>i3per,. . ; 1 

I send vay compliments to Ueutenant Otto, and f have veueiosd faia letter 
cuntaihifig an invitation to his camp, which l eannot accept. AsHlutibo Sing 
and Doreaw Sing, the depredators of the Bebee^ couhtry, are teladanaof enine^ 
should they wait upon you first, I shall do the aame; btft,"sha(tld I wait upon vou 
without them, they would destroy my country, in the same iniinher^iui tfiey 
liave doue the Bebee’s. « '> 

(Signed) Bawki Pa:iiVA'UD. 


■ ■ ; • T:!.. :! "■ V , 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Fnl9e;r, conMaall^liogthe:TreQf)•ill<$efW0ra^^^.u ^ > 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of year letter dated Uie Utb 
instant with its enclosures, reports of Lieutetiant Otto's proceedlDgs to itluiidistrict * 
of Muhnsoodabad. ... I 

The reWlitous conduct of fienee Sing, Zemindar 
Lieutenani Otto’s re|>oru, appears to leave uo al^rpatiyq ^ tm adpptl^^ 
military operations, with a view to his exemplary punishmepf or tije ^re^^r of 
the fortress which he occupies; and if the force under yba^romamna, With the 
guns attached to your corps, be deemed adequate to the performaoce of this 
service, I autboriae and direct you to undertake it without any furtbob delay. 

3. Yod wtirbe pleased, in the first plade, to ascertain ■ 'bHettibr '' or Hbt H 
battering-train be required to reduce the fortress in question. From the 
description which I have received of it, and of tlie means of defence which are 
posswsed by the refractory landholder, Benee Siog, diere seems reason to expect, 
that the appearance of a respectable force in the neighbourhood would induce 
the submission of the Zemindar, and surrender of the fortress to our troops. 

‘The 
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Tl»e IUn«f Witijority wppprt, 

is saUl l(pl^f;/Nnw,^to%Mr4»prtiwriH«#^ wi|h mr, ^pKcm gM^ 

may (lerhapi be found sufficient for the purpose; but of .tbi# only 

coaipetent j|M^|;(^§pd;>t jfi|p(al^unneie)B^ 9 a,ry|Dr me to remind you or the orders 
of Q,mtei;hm^t/^^ o^tifens against forts, wi^oUl ample 

I hav^ &C. 


Lucknow, 

14th November 18141 


'■■V 


(Signet!) 


J. Bailliz, 
Resident. 


Sir: 


To )J^44oms £aqu Spcr^ary to Govecnpteat. 


1, Jn (ontimialion pf the outyep^ ^of ipy despatch of yeBterday*s date, 1 have 
the honour of traiisqiHting to you, for the information pf his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of two further letters 
from the eomipandm^fficer at Sectors, the latter of which convex the satis- 
factory jmtplligetmepi^ submission of the refractory Zemindars; apt! auperse^^ 
the necessity of any further military operations. 

S. I faaveaccordingly tnetniceed'Ccdoael. Eraser to countermand thepmarcbof 
his corpSt as you will be pleased more particularly to observe in the ajCcompany- 
ing copy of toy lejlter of this, date to that officer. f 


Lacknopr, 

ipth November 1814. 


I have, dec. 


(Signed) 


J. Bailpte, 
Resident. 


Sir: 


To 'Ma^ Baillie, Resideitt at Lucknow. 


I have the liotiour to adchowledge the receipt of your letter under date tlie 14th 
instant, and in conformity thereto immediately directed the artillery and troops 
at this post, with the exception of one hundred rank and file for the protection 
of cantonments, to hold themselves in momentary readiness of march. I des* 
patched two Hurkarras ucroft the country to Lieutenant Otto, with special in- 
structWna to give me every . poanMie information regarding the streogth, situaiUoo,. 
and cpatlktiooiof the or iprts imw; jip pos^sion of Benpe Sing, and tp asoer- 
tain by any mmas Im oaiir uulhpuiaoy material risk or injury to bb (^aebnent, 
whetiier a batteriag-trajlD it absolute^ necessary to ensure the reduction pf the 
place. His reply 1 expect in the course of to-morrow ; and shopld it state 
the neoeasftyi pi a baltering-tiain, I shall forward it for your consideration. 
Meantime the troops are held in readiness ; and in the event of your instruc- 
tions to march against Benee Sing, upon the mere supposition of our appearance 
inttmidating *iihivld « ivivunder, it shall be instantly eflheted. 

lieiitmitmh fSInobpfieiail reply to me I shall of course forwanLfor your infor- 
matma;;^flodiit(dmidd>k heof that Ccadm to :iUI(»d hopes of success without a 
batterinff-train, I shall forthwith proceed, as considering the instructions already 
received^rfeptly sufficient. 1 find n^y route must be by Byramgath ; and as 
it will expedite my mpvemetrt, it b my intention to take one gun from 

thi^ post, two siadbh^th^, with my corps, for the purpose of more 

effectiiail^ pi^omplisbihg ffie: object In 

SecrPMii ' . ' ’ (Signed) R. Fraser, 

I6th ^ 9 ,vemhfr il814, LteutenantrCoionel, commanding at ‘Seerpra.. 


>;■ ".•Mrrv •> 


■ >■ V' 
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Bengi^ PoliUcal 
Con8Ultlu:ioni4* ' 
6 Dec. 1814^* 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant»Colo»el 
Fraser. 


:: i 


. I 



Beiig»I FbKlioA 
Conftultilti^, 

6 IKks* liStA* 

Letter from 
Lieutenant*Colonel 
Fraser* 


«*« QUDB 

r ; S i 

Ta Maj|<Hr BaiUie, R«sijdent at li^QOMT. 

Sift : 'li j.if , ;)■■, 'tt V, oj • 

Herewith I have the honour of transmitting to you Lieutenant Otters official 
D^ly to my letter of the I5th instant. 

I trust yoii wiftideem #0 6on'fents of so satisfhiitoiy a nature as .to obviate 
the necessity of my moving with the artillery and corps uhdeV my command, 
and that I may be authorized to countermand my orders of march (on account 
of its 'extra expenses}-, and also recall Lieutenant Otto's detachment, as soon 
as its services may be dispensed with. 


1 have, &c. 


Secrora, 

18th November 1814. 


(Signed) R. Frasek, 

Lieutenant* Colonel, commanding at Secrora. 


Lieutenant Otto. Lieuteoant-Colonel Fraser, commanding at Secrora. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instont, directing me to ascertain the strength of Renee Persaud’s forts and the 
force requisite to reduce them. I have now the pleasure to acquaint you, that 
Renee Persaud has come to a due sense of his obedience, and is now as anxious 
to effect a reconciliation as he was formerly to avoid it. I had an interview 
with him on the 13th, and received letters from MunooSing and Dureaw Sing 
(at the same time), expressing a desire of coming to an understanding, and to 
accomplish which tliey meant to wait on me. I therefore delayed acquainting 
you^witb Renee Persaud's concession till the arrival of these men, in order that 
I might acquaint you with the final adjustment of all their animosities. In this 
expectation I have been disappointed, for neither Munoo nor Dureaw Sing have 
come in, nor have I received any answer from them to my letter, desiring them 
to come in and settle their differences. These men (from what I can learn) have 
no fixed abode, but rove about the country. Runjeet Sing, Rajah of Rajpore, is 
said to be in league with them. Bence Persaud’s fort is not visible from with- 
out, being concealed in tlie foliage of the bamboos. 1 still expect Munoo Sing 
and Dureaw Sing to come in in the course of a few days, when all their diffe- 
rences will terminate amicably. 

1 have, &c. 

' I 

Camp, Durumpore, (Signed) W. Otto, Lieutenant, 

17th November 1814. commanding a Detachment of the llrst 

Battalion Eleventh Regiment. 


from Resident at '^0 Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 

Lucknow. Sir : 

I luive the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 1 8tb 
instant, with its enclosure. If you be satisfied of the grounds of Deutenant 
Otto’s expectation of the early adjustment of all disputes between the Ranee of 
Muhmoodabad and fieoee Sing, you will be pleased to countermand the orders 
of march, of your battalion ; and when the tranquillity of the district shall be 
established, you will recall Mr. Otto's detachment. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

19th November 1814. Resident. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant<;o]onel 
Frith. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 
Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the infbrmation of bis Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the annexed copy of a letter 
which I have this day received from Colonel Frith, cqmmai^ing the troops at 
Purtaubgurh. 

I bavcv &c. 

Lucknow, , (Signetd) J. Baillui, 

. lit November 1814. Remctent 

To 



O U D E P A P E R S. (US 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that at the requisition of M»jor-General 
Wood, sanctioned by the authority of his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Comniander-in-Chiefi a detachment from my regiment, consisting of one troop 
and the galloper guns, commenced its march this morning for Goruckpore by 
the route of Jounpore and Azimgurh. 


Bengal VofiUc^ 
Coosultations, 

6 Dec. ISl*. 

Letter from 
Lieutenant.f'olonel 
Frith. 


The officers of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier have been apprized of the 
march of this detachment, and requested to furnish any supplies it might require 
in passing through the district. 

I also beg leave to acquaint you, that the Araeens lately sent into the neigh- 
bouring districts have such countenance from me as my situation enables me 
to afford them, and as seemed necessary to support his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier’s authority in the country. To a few Zemindars, who seeinefi rather dis- 
inclined to come in to the Ameens, I have sent two or three mounted troopers 
with a civil message, -recommending their immediate attendance, and which, I 
have reason to tliink, will be attended to, as the Zemindars appear to be acquiring 
confidence, and less apprehensive of being confined or ill-treated, the excuse 
they have hitherto made for holding back. 


Purtaubgurh, 
S^th October 1814. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Frith, 

Colonel, commanding. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 13/A December 1814. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
13 Dec. 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General the enclosed copies of letters which I have addressed 
to the commanding officers of the troops at the four principal stations in the 
interior of the province of Oude, in compliance with the Vizier’s requisition, a 
translation of which is enclosed. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


S. My instructions addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, which form a 
number of this despatch, would seem to preclude the propriety of withdrawing 
the detachment from Shahabad, as suggested in your despatch of the 22d 
instant, which I take this opportunity of acknowledging, and I have therefore 
determined to postpone a communication on that subject to the Vizier till I be 
honoured with your further commands. 

3, The march of the flank companies of the first battalion of the Fifteentii 
Regiment from Seetapore, under the orders of his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, was reported to me several days ago by the commanding-officer at 
Seetapore, and a suitable communication of that measure was made to his 
Excellency the Vizier. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J, Baillie, 

26th November 1814. Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Frazer, commanding at Secrora. . 

Sir: 

1. 1 request the favour of your attention to the enclosed translation of a letter 
and statement which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier, 

^ My former despatches to your address regarding the aid to be afforded to 
Ameens for establishing tlieir authority in their districts, preclude my attaching 
belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the future of their 
applications for your support, if attended by the necessary information. At 

8 B the 


Letter 

from Keniideni at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
Id Dec. 1814, 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


OUDEPAPERS. 

the same time, I deem it to be my duty, in compliance with the requisition of 
the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg that the necessary 
measures for the establishment of the authority of the Ameens and realization 
of the public revenue, be adopted as early as may be practicable. 

S. The outrage committed by Mandhattah is of a very atrocious nature, and 
should be punished in an exemplary manner by the seizure of his person, if it 
be practicable, or by expulsion from the lands which he holds. The Ameen of 
the district of Hissampore has been instructed to communicate with you on this 
subject, and to afford you every necessary information. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, 

24th November 1814. 


(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2l8t November 1814.) 

An arzee fromKootb-ood-DeenHussun, Ameen ofSandee, is enclosed for your 
information ; the arzee of the Ameen of Akburpore, requesting the punishment 
of Surboodoora Sing, an arzee from the Ameen of Purtaubghur, of similar pur> 
port, and a statement of the rebellious conduct of Mandhattah Sing, son of 
Sheopersaud, Zemindar of Bumnowtee, have already been conveyed to you. 
Other Ameens have also requested the aid of the British troops for the punish- 
ment of the refractory in their districts, and therefore it is necessary that you 
repeat your instructions to the commanding-officers, to ascertain from the 
several Ameens the nature of the disorders in their Elakas, and then adopt the 
necessary measures to put a stop to them. If this measure be postponed any 
longer, the revenues not being paid, loss to the Government must arise. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Statement referred to in the above. 

Mohummud Beg and Assud Alee Suwars, belonging to the Ressala of 
Mahmood Khan Khundharee, in the service of the Nawaub, told Ballasheer, 
Tehsildar of Hissampore, that agreeably to the orders of the Hoozoor, they 
were escorting Dhokul Sing, Moostajer of Rehoa, to Lucknow, when Mand- 
hattah, son of Sheopersaud, Zemindar of Bumnowtee, with nine hundred men 
pursued Dhokul Sing, who fled into the house of Soha Sing, Zemindar of 
Kolhan, and therefore that the Tehsildar should immediately proceed with 
his forces and guns to the assistance of Dhokul Sing. The Tehsildar paid 
no regard to this suggestion, and the Suwars proceeded to the village of 
Kolhan, where they remained till night, and returning to Ismael Gunge, have 
reported that the followers of Mandhattah Sing entered the dwelling of Soha 
Sing by force, and put Dhokul Sing, the Moostajer, to death. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, or Officer commanding the Troops at 


Sir: 


Seetapore. 


1 . I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed translation of a letter 
and arzee which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. My former despatches to your address, regarding the aid to be afforded to 
Ameens for establishing their authority in their districts, preclude my attaching 
belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the failure of their 
applications for your support, if attended by the necessary information. At the 
same time, I deem it to be my duty, in compliance with the requisition of his 

Excellency 
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Excellency the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg that the Bengal Political 
necessary measures for the establishment of the authority of the Araeens and 13 Decal's"*’ 
realization of the public revenue be adopted as early as may be practicable. 

3. With regard to the district of Sendee, my knowledge of the character of fron, ResidLt at 
Kootb*ood«Deen Hussun, Ameen of that district, who was many years a Teh- Lucknow, 
sildar in the province of Bundlecuqd, under my own immediate authority, 
would lead me to place greater reliance on his statements than on those of most 
other native officers in this country ; and therefore 1 recommend to your con- 
sideration the propriety of your instructing Lieutenant Lloyd, who is now in the 
district of Sandee, employed on a separate service, to communicate and co- 
operate with the Ameeen, not only in the execution of the service on which 
Lieutenant Lloyd is at present employed, but generally in the accomplishment 
of the objects which are stated in the Ameen’s arzee, a translation of which is 
enclosed. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

25th November 1814i. Kesiclent. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st November 1814.) Letter 

Vide enclosure in the Resident's letter to Colonel Frazer, dated 24tli ' ' 

November 1814 (page 646). 


The Arzee of Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, Ameen of Sandcc. (Dated the 14th 

November 1814.) 

As there are several rivulets, streams, and nullahs, in the purgunnah of 
Sandee, the khureef crop has in consequence been inundated. In some 
villages, however, from l!ie refractory disposition of the Zemindars, and itt 
others from their poverty, owing to the unjust exactions of former Aumils, 
the revenues remain to be realized. The Zemindars, under a natural appre- 
hension of being pressed for the arrears of last year, and the amount of the 
khureef of the present year, do not attend in the Cutcherry, and have agreed 
among themselves to abscond when they have sown for the Rubbee crop. 
Some toomuns of nujeebs and companies of sepoys, who are stationed in this 
district, having in the month of Sawun, with Dhokul Sing, the discharged 
Aumil, been routed at the village of Mutchgawan in Burwan, the Zemindars 
stand in no awe of them whatever, and thus the establishment of the police 
thannahs has not been effected in Burwan at Kutearee. 

The Zemindars of the purgunnah of Seromunnugur, which is situated 
between the purgunnahs of Sera and Burwan, in Khyrabad, having witnessed the 
disturbances in those two purgunnahs where the police thannahs were removed, 
have of late evinced a disposition to follow the example of those districts, and 
are collecting powder and ammunition for that purpose, as well as repairing 
their dismantled ghurries. If a detachment of the British troops be now sent 
into this Elaka, and instructed to encamp in such places as 1 may point out, 
the ghurry of Seromunnugur will soon be given up and may be levelled to 
the ground, the design of the Zemindars of Sandee in repairing their forts 
will be laid aside, and they will all return to their obedience ; otherwise there 
is ground to apprehend that when the Rubbee seed shall be sown, the 
Zemindars may abscond and quit the district, and prevent the settlement being 
made as well as the establishment of the police. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To 



Bengid-Pditieal 
Consultationsi 
IS Dec. 1814. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
J.iicknow. 


Letter 

from the Vizier. 


6iS ouD£ papers; 

To Colonol FfiUii' Poiteubghiir. 

Sir; 

1. 1 request the favour of your attention to the encioaed ,traoria$ioii of a 
letter which I have received from liis Excellency the Vizier. 

Q. My former despatches to your address, regarding the aid to be afforded 
to Ameeus for establishing their authority in their ' districts, preclude my 
attaching belief to the statements of such of the Aroeens as represent the 
failure of their applications for your support, if attended by the necessary 
information. At the same time, 1 deem it to be my duty, in compliance with 
the requisition of the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg 
that the necessary measures for the establishment of the authority of the 
Ameens and realization of the public revenue be adopted as early as may 
be practicable. 

S. The conduct of Surboodoom Sing, in particular, appears to me to be such 
as to require your immediate notice, and the adoption of elSTectual measures for 
the exemplary punishment of that landholder, by the reduction of all the 
forts in his occupation, which should be dismantled and razed to the ground. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

24>th November 1814. Resident. 


To Major Richards, or the Officer commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 

Sir : 

1. I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed translation of a 

letter which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. ^ 

2. My former despatches to your address regarding the aid to be afforded 

to Ameens for establishing their authority in their districts, preclude my 
attaching belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the 
failure of their applications for your support, if attended with the necessary 
information. At the same time, I deem it to be my duty, ifi compliance with 
the requisition of the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg 
that the necessary measures for the establishment of the authority of the 
Ameens and realization of the public revenue be adopted as early as may be 
practicable. ^ 

3. The conduct of Surboodoom Sing, in particular, appears to me to be 
such as to require your immediate notice, and the adoption of effectual 
measures, in concert with Colonel Frith, for the exemplary punishment of 
Surboodoom Sing, by the reduction of all the forts in his occupation, which 
should be dismantled and razed to the ground. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

24th November 1814. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received tlie Slst Novenffier 1814.) 

Vide Enclosure in the Resident’s Letter to Colonel Frazer, dated 24lh 
November 1814 (page 646). 


EXTRACT 





tSTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The QOth December 1814* 

T9 His Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice-President 

in Council, See* &c. Ac. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transooitting, for your Excellency in Councirs informa- 
tion, the enclosed duplicate of my despatch to the Secretary in the Political 
Department, under date the 5th instant. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baii.lie, 

6th December 1814. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 Dec- 1814. 

l.etter 

from licsident at 
lAiclinow. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department 
Sir : 

In continuation of the sidyect of niy despatch, under date the 26th ultimo, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copies of further letters 
which have recently passed between me and the commanding-officers of the 
troops at Seetapore, Sultanpore, and Purtaubgurh. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) .1. Baillie, 

5th December 1814. Resident 


LcHtT 

irom Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To 'Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have resumed the command of this cantonment, and have the honour there- 
fore to acknowledge the rqpeipt of your letter of the 28th instant, to Captain 
Burgh’s address, t^th its enclosures (received yesterday evening). 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burrell. 


I have the pleasure to send you the copy of a letter which 1 have written to 
Captain Lloyd, on the strength of your instructions to Captain Burgh. 

1 had yesterday an interview with Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, who presented 
to me your private letter. From his account of the unsettled and disorderly 
state of the aistricts under his control, I am of opinion that to be able to aiford 
him the support he requires, it will be expedient to move with the main body 
of the battalion and guns to an eligible point in the Bangah country, and to 
leave only about fifty men with the recruits of about an equal number, under 
an European officer, to protect the cantonments, there being little danger to be 
apprehended here. 

The force I shall have with me, if my suggestion meet your approbation, will, 
when united to the Company at present in Tandeeawn, form a detachment of 
nearly three hundred and forty men, exclusive of the armed followers whom the 
Hukeem may have under his control. 

From the Bangah country, I shall be conveniently ready to proceed to the 
Sandee neighbourhood, if an encreased force prove to be required there. In 
this manner, undertaking these services for the Nawaub with adequate and com- 
manding means, I trust that I shall see the wishes of the Government accom- 
plished without difficulty, and it is to be hoped, without bloodshed. 


The accompanying statement of tlie corps under my command will shew the 
force now canployed in this part of his Excellency the Nawaub’s country. 

1 have. See. 

Seetapore, Oude, (Signed) L. Burkeli., 

30th November 1814. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Seetapore. 

F* S. Permit me to add, that in case you liave no objections to the movement 
of tire troops and guns from Seetapore, I propose marching on the second 

(Signed) L. BnHREi.i._ 



, awh 




Bengal Political 
Conaaltatioiu, 
20 Dew. .1814. 

Le^ 

from Lieuteoant 
WroHghton. 


To Captain Lloyd. 

Sir: ? 

I am directed by LieutenanuColonel. Burrell to instruct you to call for the 
company at Shahabad under Ensign Isaac, to join you, if you are of opinion, 
that it will be able to do so with safety. 

It is Colonel Burrell’s order that you send him with the greatest haste 
an account of tlie ghurry of Kukkra (as fer as you can obtain a knowledge «of 
it from report), and afford him also a statement, with which the Ameen will be 
so good as to furnish you, of the strength of armed men, nujeebs, &c. who 
are with you, under the immediate direction of the Ameen, and from whom, 
in case of service, any assistance can be expected. 

You are (pcpected by the Resident at Lucknow to co-operate with the Ameen 
of Sandee as far as you have it iii your power to do so, and the Colonel requests 
of you to act towards him in the most conciliatory manner. But on no account 
will* you undertake, with a force that is not perfectly adequate, any haxardous 
service merely at his suggestion, or without making a reference. 

Ihave, &c. 

Cantonment, Sfeaff, Seetapore, (Signed) H. F. Wrocghton, 

!S9th Novemibcr 1814. Lieutenant 


P. S. The above sent by express yesterday evening, at half-past six, open, 
and enclosed to Ensign Isaac, commanding at Shahabad, win) was directed to 
forward it, and proceed forthwith and join Captain Lloyd, leaving a small party 
for the care of the cantonments. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 

Sir: , 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt^of your letter under date 
the 30th ultimo with its enclosure, a copy of your instructions to Captain Lloyd, 
the tenor of which I entirely approve. 

2. I also highly approve your resolution to move towards the district of 
Bangah with the whole of the disposable force at your station, for the purpose 
of restoring the tranquillity of that district and the neighbouring purgunnah ot 
Sandee, the state of which, as described by Captain Lloyd, and more particu- 
larlv the rebellious conduct of the Zemindar of Kukkra and his associates, would 
appear to require the immediate adoption of measures to check the disorderly 
spirit which has recently arisen in that quarter. 

3. I congratulate you most cordially on the i)appy restoration of your health ; 
and I augur the most beneficial effects from your re-assuming the command of 
the troops, and from the exercise of your approved judgment and zeal in the 
performance of the duties of your station. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. 

Ist December 1814. Resident. 


Letter from To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Colonel Frith. gj^ . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ^_e 24th 
instant, covering a communication from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to 
you of the 2 1st instant. * 

The only part of that communication which relates to the districts dependent 
on this post, is that concerning the rebellious conduct of Mandbattah oing, son ot 
Sheopersaud Sing, Zemindar of Bumnowtee. Of this circumstance no mtirnation 
has been conveyed to me by Meer 'Imanm Alee, the Ameen of the district 
will inquire, however, into the business, and take the' necessaiy steps -to get. it 
settled. Towards the latter end of last month Meer Imaum Alee informed at® 
he Anteens had received ordcfs from theNawaub to commence on the collections 
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of yew, but that aeveml ofithe ])t(inci(>9l Talookadars beldiimck and 

would oot' attend tlieir outoberries. In consequence of this refyreaeotRtion 1 
detadbcd two parties of cavalry, consisting of one liavildarand eigbtiAroopers 
eacitt to4besseveral Zemindars named as advised in my letter to you of UiCjSPth 
uldmo, aud they have all since come in, on the assurance that they would not 
be ctmfiaed or iU<-treated, and no complaint has lieeu made to >me since against 
any individual. 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that there are three battalions of six hundred men 
each, with seven guns. and about one hundred irregular horse, stationed in the 
districts dependent on tins post, for the col lection of the revenue, viz., one bat< 
talion, two guns, and thirty-five horse at Purtaubgurh ; one battalion, two guns, 
and UiirtyHDve -horse at Ahmety, and one battalion, two large and one ^all gun, 
with ijurty-fivse horse, at Dilleebpore and Puttee. . 't 

This'force, if the corps are complete, would amount to upwards of two thou- 
8STjd.men, and ought, as the forts have been all dismantled, to be amply sufficient 
to collect the revenue without calling on the ri^gular troops, who, I apprehend, 
are not intended to be employed upon Sebundee duties. However, yoq.will 
perceive from what is stated above, that I have not waited for your particular 
instructions to afford aid to the Atneens within my command, when it appeared 
necessary and proper. 

The Akburpore district not being within the limits of my command, the 
punishment of Surboodoom Sing and tlte levelling the forts in that quarter fall 
within the province of the officer commanding af Sultanpore, unless .my com- 
mand is extended to both posts. 

In the event of its being determined to send a detachment into the Akbur- 
pore district to level the forts and punish such Zemindars as are refractory, a de- 
tachment may now be formed from the two posts, consisting of eight companies 
of sepoys, a squadron of cavalry, and the two eighteen-pounders, and the two 
howitzers at this post for that duty ; a force, which 1 conceive will be quite 
sufficient. Major Muller’s battalion will reach Sultanpore in a day or two, when 
both pq|^ will have their complete complement of troops. 

The artillery-men, lascars, and stores for the battering-train, will be required 
from Elahabad. I shall, however, await your further instructions before I 
apply for them. 

I have, &c. 

Purtaubgurh, (Signed) R. Fuith, 

Sqtb November 1814. Colonel, commanding. 


To Colonel Frith, commanding at Purtaubgurh. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
29th ultimo. The explanation which you have offered in that letter was by no 
means required to convince me of your uniform attention to the proper requisi- 
tions of the Ameens and of your zeal for the public service, of which I have had 
ample demons|ration on many former occasions. 

2. The outrage committed by Mandhattah Sing took place in the province of 
Baraitcb, to which the district of Bumnowtee is an appendage, and I have 
issued the necessary instructions on that subject to the commanding-officer 
of the troops at Secrora. 

3. My despatch to your address of the 1st of September last, and particularly 
my instructions of that date to Major Richards, a copy of which was transmitted 
to you. must have served to apprize you of my intentions with a reference to 
the conduct, of Surboodoom Sing and other landholders of Akburpore, in the 
case of the failure of Major Richards’ conciliatory efforts to recall those refractory 
Ze^nckrs to a proper sense of their allegiance, and to induce their early 
iquidatmn of the just demands of the State. 

f'rom 


Bosgal Bolii4Md> 
CoMUlUtiOM, 
20 Dec. 1814. 

Letter from 
.Colond Frith. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 



ess 


BcBg«l Mitkal 
Comultationt, 
80 Dw. 1814. 

Letter 

from Ke^klent i 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow, 


Letter 

from the Viaier. 
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OUDE PAPERS. 

4. From the tenor of my despatch above nodo^, and of your answer to that 
despatch I concluded that a regular communicadoo witli you had been main- 
taiued on the part of Msyor Richards, and that on thC' failure of Major 
Richards’ endeavours to recall Surboodoom Sing and the other Zemindars of 
Akburpore to a proper sense of their duty by means of conciliation and per- 
suasion, a requisition would^ be conveyed to^ you for the aid of the battering- 
train and such other part of your force as might conveniently be spared from 
Purtaubgurh to co-operate with the force under Major Richards. 

5. The employment of a detachment in Akburpore, for the punishment of 
the persons above noticed and the reduction and dismantling of their forts, 
seems now to be totally unavoidable, and you will be pleased to take the necessary 
measures for the formation and equipment of the force which is described in the 
concluding paragraph of your letter with the least practicable delay. I 
commit it to your own judgment to decide whether your assuming the personal 
command of the force to be employed in Akburpore, or remaining at your 
present station and conveying the^ necessary instructions, under my authority, 
to Major Muller, be most conducive to the general object of preserving the 
public tranquillity and supporting the authority of the Ameens in all the districts 
around you. 

6. I notice the useful information, regarding the troo])s of bis Excell ency the 
Vizier in the districts contiguous to your station, which you have furnished in 
your letter before me, and I shall take advantage of this communication at my 
next interview with the Vizier, for the purpose of representing to his Excellency’ 
the perfect adequacy of his own troops in those districts, under proper manage- 
ment and discipline, to the purpose ot collecting the revenue, without calling on 
the regular army. 

I have, Ac. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAiLLiB,|f 

1st December 1 8 14. Resident. 


To Major Richards, or the Officer commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 

Sir: 

I request the favour of your attention to the annexed translations of a letter 
and other documents which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 
I take this opportunity of transmitting to you, for your information and guidance, 
an extract from my instructions to Colonel Frith,^ commanding the troops at 
Purtaubgurh, under date the ist instant. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailiie, 

2d December 1814. « Resident. 

From his Excellency the Vizier. * (Received the Ist December 1814.) 

An extract fiom an arzee from the Ameen of Aldemow, and a copy of a 
complaint preferred by Koonj Beharee, darogha of customs, are enclosed fot 
your information. The rebellious conduct of Surboodoom Sing, Zemindar of 
Meopore Dooarka, and of Duljeet Sing, and Surubjeet Sing, Zemindars of 
Bidhur, have already been repeatedly described to you. The former has not 
paid a single inpee of the revenue for two years and a hal^ and the others have 
the audacity to collect the customs of the Government for themselves. The 
exemplary puiiishmcnt of these rebels by your troops is indispensable. I have 
utdered all tlie Ameens to atteml on the commanding-otficers of the troops, and 
convey the necessary information. 


Extract ft om an Ar^ from Hqfiz Alee Khan^ Ameen tf Aldemow^ dated SSd 

November 1814. 

To-day Mahomed Khan, the igent of Fookbraj, darogha of customs at this 
place, came to me and stated tbet Duljeet Sing and Surrupjeet Sing, Talooka- 
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darsof Chandypore Bidli^/had V^mdved ’the gomasbtahs (collectors') of cus- 
toms and sayer from their several chokees (stations), and placed people of thoir 
own to collect the import ditties. May it pleaSe your Excellency, J|||^efractory 
in these districts, in consequence of po measures having been hitHWfb adopted 
to check them, have again become tt||bule^|. your slave is therefote hopeful, 
that orders may be speedily issued for the pramlunent of the rebellious. 



Bengal Pd’iUcal 
Consultations, . 
SO Dec. 1814. 


Letter 

fiv m the Vi'-ici*. 




Presented hy Koonj BehareCy DarogJia of Customs. 

On the 18th November DuljeetkSing, Zemindar of Bidhur, sent his people to 
the permit chokees at Bidhur, Sultanpore, Chandypore Jliovvnral. They 
abused the custom-house officers, ill treated and turned them out, and placed 
nw of their own in their stead. Tlie money which was contained in the 
g^uk (an earthen pot covered with leather, having a small hole at the top to 
drop money in) has all been taken out and expended ; indeed, they demand 
the amount of the collections for Kooar from the custom-house officers, and 
threatened to take from the permit collections one-fourth of the||pnt of their 
zemindary. These persons have also prevented the Buniahs, Duttob, >|^nd 
Abkars, from paying any duty to the darogha of customs. 

t , 

True translation : ’ • 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

27ie 17 th January 1815. 

^ To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow, 

Sir: ‘4 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the dates 
noted ^n the margin,* reporting the several occasions on which you have found 
it necessary to call for the services of the troops stationed in Oude for the sup- 
port of the Vizier’s sfficers, and especially the requisition of a batlering-train, 
with a suitable detalmment of troops, to act against certain refractory Zemin- 
dars in Purtaubghur. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
17 Jan. 1815. 

Letter 

from Secri‘tary to 
Government. 


In the actual conditio^ of affairs and the eventual demands of the service, 
the Governor-General considers it to be extremely desirable to avoid engaging 
in any operations in Oude, which might produce the necessity of either aban- 
doning an object once attempted, or the employment of a large force with bat- 
tering guns at a time when the exigencies df^tlie service may render it very 
inconvenient to^ve the troops so employed. ^ 

3. 'While, there^re, his Lordship is satisfied of the sufficiency of the grounds 
on which you judged it expedient to make the requisitions above referred to, 1 
am directed to request you to bear in mind the considerations stated in the pre- 
ceding paragn^h, and to avoid, to the utmost practicable degree, any call for 
troops likely |o produce the inconvenience apprehended. 

' I have, &c. 

Camp, Nujeebabad, (Signed) J. Adam, 

21st December 1814. Secretary to Government. 


■%> 


* 18th, 19th, and 86th November, and 6th December 1814. 




^4 






, ,*#*1** To his ^^cellency the Hitmeuralde Sir George Nugent. Bust., K. B., Vice- 
WjJffe President in Council, &afcc. fa;. 

Xetler 


President in Council. See. See. 

Hjwurable Sir : 

f ^ have we honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 

”” tion, the enclosed duplicate of |^espitch of this date addressed to the.Secjre* 

tary to. Government in the Secret and Political Department 


I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) ^ J. Baillie, 

28th December 1814. ^ Resident. 


To'J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. W 

Sir; 

In continuation df the subject of my despatch of the 5th instant I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable tlie Governor-General, the enclosed copies of .my insU'uctions. 
aflifali’date the 17 th instant addressed to Colonel Frith and Major Mullet 
with a copy of a letter from Major Muller and extracts from thre< 3 ^tters which 
I have recently received from Colonel Frith, -descriptive of a state of insubor- 
dination on the part of several landholders in the districts of Akburpore and 
Aldemow, and more particularly of the rebellious conduct of Surhoodoom Sing, 
Zeminddr of Dooarka, which would seem to have induced the apprehension of 
an attack by that person on the escort proceeding with treasure t(^he Presi- 
dency under the charge of Maj Qgjfcic hards. 

2. I have been urged repeatedjyoy the Vizier to take measures for Che exem- 
plary punishment of Surboodouui Sing, Zemindar of Dooarka, and some others 
in the district of Akburpore, who have constructed fortresses on their lands and 
resisted the authority of the' Government, as well as appropriated the whole of 
the revenues of their estates during a period of several years ; and I was induced, 
in September last, to come under an engagement to his Excellency for the 
employment of a military force with a battering-train against those landholders, 
as soon as the necessary arrangements for this purpose could be made by the 
commanding-officer of the troops in the field. General Stafford had also assured 

^ me, that the equipment of the battering-train at Purtauba|||h should he ordered 

at an early period of the present cold season, so as to adiBl^f the performance 
of the service which I had promised to his Excellency the Vizier without any 
material delay. 

3. I feel, therefore, considerably embarrassed by the urgent requisitions of 
the Vizier for the suppression of his rebellious landholders in the districts of 
Ackburpore and Aldemow, at a time wJicn it appears to be impracticable to afford 
him the assistance of a detachment properly equipped for that service, and more 
particularly at a time like the present, when we have occasioiv to apply to his 
Excellency for many importanlMfras which he has hitherto shewn a readiness to 
grant to the utmost extent of hrSf^jower. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) ILLIE, 

S8th December 1814. Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknon\ 


Letter from 
Colonel Frith. 


Extract from a Letter from Colonel Frith, comnftincling the Troops at 
Purtaubgurh, dated the 14th of December 1814. 

I had the honour to acquaint you in my letter of the 7th instant, that I bad 
found it necessary on that day to detach two companies of sepoys to put a stop 
to the repairs of a fort belonging to Dunneah Sing at Suzakur, &c. ; and I have 
nfdr to report, that the detachment returned to cantonments^ this morning, Imv^ 
completely and satisfactorily effected the object for which it was detached 
without meeting any resistance from the Zemindars. 

^ A party of nnjeebs belonging to the Ameen was placed in Suzakur, and the 
*walls that had been recently built jsjcfc levelled, before the officer who commanded 
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the detachment came away. He also put parties of nujeebs in possession of five 
other small ghurries in that neighbourhooa, and the Zemindars are all m attend- 
ance nn tlte Ameen, as 1 am infonned, with the exception of Dunoeah Sing, 
who Hwiag 'been long confined in irons by the late Aumil of Ute diWrict, cotdcl 
not overcome his apprehensions of being again confined and ill-treated if he pot 
^ himself in tlie power of the Ameen. 

In my letter of tlie 7th 1 had tbefimnour to mention the application -of Nuneit 
Hoy, the Ameen in the Ahmetyeiistrict, for a force to go against Ishurefifeing, the 
Zemindar of Jatmnow ; and the burkarra I had sent out having returned with 
an unsatisfactory letter from Ishuree Sing, and reported that he hkd (Elected a 
large rabble of people and wcnrld not suffer the hurkarra to go -whhiuA^oss of 
the place, 1 have foiu^jit neoessary to detach a force ajgainst him, suchU^ hope 
will prevent resistanii|!|. It consists of a squadron of cavalry, four companies 
of sepoys, and two six^ounders, and is under the command of Lieutenant Grant, 
an experienced intelligent officer : it marched this morning. I have instructed 
Lieutenant Grant, in case of Ishuree Sing coming in and peaceably submitting 
to the constituted authorities, to assure him that he should not be confined or 
dll-treated, the apprehension of which bei^ the general excuse made by the 
Zemindars for not coming in and submitting^ the Nawaub’s officers ; but, in the 
event of reustadllK, to punish such as are found in arms. The further proceed- 
* ings of this detachment I will rejrort hereafter. 

I have likewise the honour to acriuaint you, that I have received intimation 
from Major-General Stafford that the equipments fur the battering-train at this 
post would be furnished as soon as the other calls on the Ordnance Department 
would admit, tlie necessary steps being in inrogress for that purpose. When I 
learn any thing further I. shall not fail to let you know. 

P.S. Ensign Aitchison, who coni(nt||||^ed the detachment reports that he 
had the greatest difficulty in preventing '"the nii jeebs from plundering, and that 
they are universally detested on this account. From what lie states there appears 
to be no kind of disxipliue or subordination in those corps : hence a reform seems 
indispensably necessary. 

A true extract : 

(Signed) J. Bail lie. 
Resident. 
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To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh. 

Sir : 

1, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 14th 
instant, conveying the satisfactory intelligence of the return of your detach- 
ment ftom Suzakur after accomplishing the object for which it was seof^ as also 
the occupation of. five other small ghurries in that neighbourhood by parties of 
the Vizier’s troops preparatory to the dismantling of the ghurries. 

il. I entirely approve the whole of your judicious proceedings on this occa- 
sion, which I shall report in suitable teniis to his Excellency the Vizier, and I 
rely with perfect confidence on the zealous continuation and ultimate success of 
your eflbrts to establish the permanent tranquillity and good order of all the 
districts around you. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


3. With a reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter, I have the 
honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a letter of 
this date, which 1 have addressed to Major Muller, commanding the troops at ^ 
Sultanpore. 


4. I notice the information conveyed by the postscript of your letter, and I 
shall not fail to call Vizier’s attention to it with a view to the improvement 
of the discipline of hjis nujeebs. 


Lucknow, 

17th December 1814. 


I have, &C. 



J. Baijllis, 
Resident. 


To 
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Letter from 
Major ]Mullci. 




To Major Mulier, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 

Sir: 

1. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
15th instant with its enclosure, and to inform you that a suitable appliclbion on 
the subject of it has been made to his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. I take this opportunity of apprizing you that I have lately received 
several^ommunications from his Excellency the Vizier, accompanied by 
statenijlpts from his Ameens and other officers of revenue in the districts 
contiguous to your station, descriptive of the rebellious conduct of many of 
theZemindars in those districts; moreparticularlySurboodoom Singof Dooarka, 
and ^rupject and Duljeet Sing of Chundypore Bidhur, and requiring the 
aid o^ur troops for the coercion and punishment of landholders. 

8. Major Richards will, of course, have translHK to you my several 
despatches to that officer of the dates noticed in trm margin,* and those 
despatches will have served to apprize you of the important nature of the 
duties connected with the command which you have assumed. 

I. By a despatch whicii I have received this day from Colonel Frith, it would 
appear that the arrangements for equipping the battering-train at Furtaubgurh 
are in a state of considerable forwardness and likely to be concluded very sooi^ 
when a formidable force to be detached from the two stations of Furtaubgurh 
and Sultanpore will take the field and proceed without delay to Akburpore, 
for the purpose of quelling the insurgents in that quarter and depriving them 
of the possession of their forts. 

5. But, in the mean time, it seems highly expedient that you should adopt 
every measure in your power to support the authority of the Ameens in the 
several districts around you, by furpjmng detachments of your corps for the 
performance of every service requiii(i||jhat can be executed without the hazard 
of a failure. 

C. A copy of this despatch will be forwarded to Colonel Frith for his infor- 
mation, and yon will be pleased to maintain a regular correspondence with that 
officer, on whose professional judgment and experience, and particularly on 
his knowledge of the state of the country and character of the people around 
you, I have great reason to rely for the most useful suggestions to you regarding 
the mode of proceeding to be adopted for the early and successful accomplish- 
ment of the object of those instructions. 

I have^ &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

17 th December 1814. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 17th 
instant. I would have done so sooner, but delayed till now, in order to acquaint 
you with Major Richards* departure this morning with the fleet of treasure 
boats under his charge. 

As some suspicion had arisen in Major Richards* mind, as well as in my own, 
respecting the intentions of Surboodoom Sing and his associates when the fleet 
should pass under his fort at Dooarka, about sixteen coss from this, I oflTered 
Major Richards to accompany him (by land) with a detachment from the 
battalion under my command to the British frontier in the Jounpore district. 
The Major accepted the proposal, and accordingly four companies (about two 
hundred rank and file) from the first battalion of the Second Regiment marched 
early this morning under the command of Lieutenant G|ffrd (my quarter-mas- 
ter) and another officer to Fopperghaut, with orders to n||^in there till the fleet 
arrived and then accompany it to our frontier, keeping as near to _ the Jiver 
particularly opposite to Vooarka) as ciro(|m8tance8 would permit. After 
Lieutenant Gerard has performed this part of his duty he is directed to cro^the 

* 15th and SOtli Auguat, 1st Sqrtember, and 1st December 1814. 
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river Goomt} with the Ameen, Hafiz Alee Khan, into the piirgunnah of 
Aidemow, andassisthim to arrange and settle tlie district, but on no account to 
undertake any hostile measures ; and, above all, not to meddle with Surboo* 
doom Sing, See. &c. unless he should find them disposed to behave as good 
subjects. 

From every information I can obtain, the fall or surrender of' Dooarka will 
be the signal for ail other gburrieein Aidemow and Akburpore to do the same ; 
but the force which I have at present here is so very much reduced by the 
completing of the grenadiers who have gone to Cawnpore, recruiting parties, 
and instructors at our numerous drills, that nothing of effect can be undertaken, 
unless strongly reinforced from other quarters, and yet it appears absolutely 
necessary to proceed as early as possible to coercive measures against the rebels, 
who have so repeatedly behaved ill and set the Vizier’s officers at defiance. 

Agreeably to your instructions I have communicated the substance of this 
letter to Colonel Frith, nor shall I fail to correspond with him on all points 
connected with the public service. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, fSigned) F. R Muller, 

21st December ISl'i. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


Extract from a Letter fioni Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at 
Purtaubgurh, dated the 20th of December 1814. 

1 beg leave further to acquaint you that Khajah Ilafiz Alee Khan, the Ameen 
of Aidemow in the Akburpore district, sent a confidential person (Moolwee 
Meher Alee) to represent the refractory state of the Zemindars of that district, 
and the necessity of the immediate aid of a military force in support of the 
Nawaub’s authority and to prevent heavy loss in the revenue. I informed 
him that I only waited for the arrival from Cawnpore of the equipments for 
the battering-train, when I would move with a strong force into that district ; 
but as it is quite uncertain when the battering-train can be ready, he earnestly 
urged that 1 should move into the district with such force as was immediately 
disposable, and let the battering-train follow afterwards, if it should be found 
necessary. He assured me there were no guns in any of the forts, and that 
they would all submit on the appearance of a British force, particularly if I 
went in command of it myself: and as the detachments lately sent out have 
been so successful, I am willing to try what can be done without the heavy 
ordnance, if you approve of it, in which case 1 purpose moving after the 
return of Lieutenant Grant’s detachment, with such force as can be conve- 
niently spared from this post and Sultanpore into the Akburpore and Aidemow 
districts. Should you sanction this measure, some bildars will be necessary 
and coolies to carry the scaling-ladders, which 1 hope his Excellency will be 
pleased to order the Ameen to provide. 

Major Richards being still at Sultanpore and under some apprehension of 
being attacked by the Zemindars as he passed down the Goomty with the 
treasure, I recommended his taking a reinforcement of two or three companies 
from Major Muller’s battalion on the boats until he got into the Company’s 
territory, when they might return by land to their post. This was two days 
ago, and I have not since heard of his departure, but suppose he must be ofi* 
by this time, and make no doubt of his passing down unmolested. The 
object, however, being of importance, I deemed it proper to recommend a 
safe course. 

The situation of affairs in the Aidemow district requiring immediate aid to 
the Ameen’s authority, I shall write to Major Muller this day to detach into 
that district, on the return of such party as he may have sent with Major 
Richards, five or six companies with the field pieces attached to his battalion, 
to support Khajah Hafiz Alee Khan until I can join them with what cavalry and 
infantry can be spared from this post, with instructions to the officer who may 
' 8 E command 
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command to endeavour to prevail upon the Zemindars to come in and settle 
witii the Araeen, but not risk an attack on any fort, unless quite sure of success, 
until reinforced. 

I have heard nothing further from General Stafford in regard to the equip- 
ment of the battering-train, and fear there will be a further delay. 


Extract from a Letter from Colonel Frith commanding the Troops at 
Purtanbgurh, dated the 23d of December 1814. 

1 Iiave the honour to transmit for your information the copy of a letter 1 
received last nmht from Lieutenant Cu-ant, an arzee from Ishuree Bukhsh, or 
Xshuree Sing, for his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier ; and also one from him to 
my address, on tive subject of which I hope his Excellency will be pleased 
to send instructions to Nuneit Roy to make a settlement with Ishuree Bukhsh 
on equitable terms. An arzee from Nuneit Roy is also enclosed. 

I have the honour further to acquaint you, that 1 received last night from 
Major-General Staftbrd the copy of a letter from the Adjutant-General, 
intimating that the calls upon tlie Ordnance Department would not admit of 
the battering-train at this post being equipped for service just now, conse- 
quently the expedition into the Akburpore and Aldemow districts must be 
relinquished until next season. However, as Major Muller informs me that 
he has sent four companies of sepoys with Hafiz Alee Khan into the Aldemow 
district, under the command of an intelligent officer, I hope the revenue will 
sustain no material injury from the delay. 

True extracts : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K.B, Vice- 

President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honoitrabic Sir : 

1 have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Councils informa- 
tion, the enclosed duplicate of a despatch of this date addressed to the 
Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baii^lie, 

SOtli December 1814. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

•Sir: 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
21st instant, which reached me only to-day, and 1 regret that I could not have 
foreseen the difficulty which has recently arisen regarding the equipment of 
the battering-train at Purtaubgurh, when my first instructions were issued to 
the commanding officer at that station, in compliance with tlie requisition of 
the Vizier, for the support of his Excellency’s officers and the suppression of 
his rebellious Zemindars. 

2. My despatch of the 28th instant will liave served to apprize his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of the apparently urgent 
necessity of a compliance with the Vizier’s requisition fur the suppression of 
one Zlemindar who has long resisted his authority, and would seem to have 
meditated an attack against a detachment of the Honourable Con^any’s troops 
proceeding with treasure to the Presidency. Surboodoom Sing, Talookadar of 
Dooarka, is the person to whom I allude ; and the subjection of this per80it< 
to the authority of the Vizier’s Government, while it seems an object of 
essential importance to the restoration of the general tranquillity and realiza- 
tion of the public revenue in the districts of Akburpore and^ Aldemow, is a 
measure impracticable, I apprehend, save by the united operation for a time of 

the 
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the troa|)e at Sultanpore and Purtaub^rh* with the aEi6t^nce tba bAtterisg 
guns which remain to be eqtuft{Mid at Purtaubgurh. 

3. It is possible, however, that my veoeot instructions to Major Muller, and 
the measure adopted by that ofScer Yor the reinforcement of the escort with 
treasure, may have awed the Zemindar of Dooarka into a conduct mo^e sub- 
missive to his sovereign and more consistent with his duty as a subject than 
that which he has hitherto pursued, and that the necessity for further opera- 
tions may be thus happily superseded. At all events, 1 beg you to assure his 
Excellency the Right Honourable tlic Governor-General of my Implicit atten- 
tion in future to the purport of his Lordship’s commands, and also of my 
zealous endeavours to satisfy the mind of the Vizier on the subject of all future 
requisitions from his Excellency for the aid of the British troops, without 
directing any military operations that can occasion the smallest inconvenience 
of the nature described in your despatch. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Uailue, 

30th X>ecembcr ISH. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENfiAL POLITICAL CONSULTATION'S, 

The 14//i Februarif 1815. 

To the Honourable N, B. Edmonstone, Esq. Vice-President in Council, 

&.C. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of' my 
deeiiatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the Seciet and Political 
Department. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. 

1st February 181.5. Resident. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Right .Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copy of a 
letter (circular) under date the 21st ultimo, which 1 addressed to the oommand- 
ing-officers of the several military stations in the territory of his Excellency the 
Vizier, in compliance with his Excellency’s requisition, and in consequence of 
his recent appointment of Nazims, or collectors and magistrates, to the principal 
districts of his dominions. 

2. 1 take this opportunity of submitting to the notice of his Lordship copies 
of roy recent correspondence with Colonels Frith and Burrell aud Major 
Laml^rae, on the subject of the proceedings of those odicers in support ot‘ 
the arrangements of reform, which have hitherto proceeded most successfully, 
notwithstanding the extraordinary disadvantages to which the measures of this 
Government have been subjected by the removal of so large a proportion of 
the usual quota of our troops from the duties of the interior of Oude. 

3. The districts of Akburpore and Aldemow form the only exception to the 
I'emark which is stated in the foregoiag p^vagrapb. Those districts were in a 
state of disorder, if not of actual insurrection and nsbellioo* during a period of 
several years before the introduction of the reform, and the want of a sufficient 
force to reduce some powerful landholders in Akburpore, who are still in arms, 
agaioft the Government, has proved the only obstacle, in my opinion, to the 
complete and satisfactory establishment of the new system of administration 
tbreugbout the dominions of the Vieier in the course of the present season* 

I have hopes, however, of the accomplishment of this great end beneficial 
purpose without any additional force, by the measures which his Exceltency 
the vizier has recently adopted with roy concurrence, as referred to in the 

enclosures 
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enclosures of this despatch, and more particularly under the infldence of the 
instructions which have been issued at my suggestion to the Nazims. 


Lucknow, 

Ist February 1815. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Furtaubgurh,. 

Sir: 

1. Among the arrangements of his Excellency the Vizier for the better 
administration of his revenues, the appointment of Nazims, or Zillahdars, to 
perform the functions of collector and magistrate and to control the proceed- 
ings of the Tehsiidars in the several districts of his dominions, is a measure 
which has long been in contemplation, and has recently been carried into 
eflect, by the appointment of several natives of superior rank and consideration 
to execute the othces described : and of these, Rajah Bhowanee Pershaud has 
been nominated, and is now about to proceed, to the Zrllah of Purtaubgurh and 
Sultanpore. 

Q. On the Rajah’s arrival in his district he will have the honour of presenting 
or transmitting this letter to you, and is in future to be considered by you as 
the constituted local authority over all the districts around you, and the medium 
of all communications respecting the state of the Zillah at large, and of requi- 
sitions for the assistance of the troops. 

S. You will accordingly be pleased to afford to him your uniform countenance 
and support in the discharge of the duties of his offfee, to consider him as the 
local representative of the Government in the Zillah of Sultanpore and Purtaub^ 
gurh, and as vested with authority to decide in all matters of revenue and 
police, and in disputes of every description between the subordinate ofiBcers 
and Zemindars ; and you will further be pleased to comply with the Rajah’s 
eventual requisitions for the aid of the British troops, in such cases as may 
appear to require it, with a view to maintain his authority in the districts com- 
mitted to his charge. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J, Bailue, 

Slst January 1815. Resident. 


Of the same tenor and date, to Lieutenant-Colonel Muller, commanding the 
troops at Sultanpore. 

Of the same tenor and date (regarding the appointment of Meer Jaafer 
Alee Khan as Nazim of Baraitch and its dependencies), to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fraser, commanding the troops at Secrora. 


To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh. 

Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter under date the mst ultimo, I 
have now the honour of informing you, that his Excellency the Vizier has been 
pleased to appoint Kooar Riittun Chund to the office of Nazim or Zillahdar of 
all the districts of Byswarra, including Barellie and Dalmow. 

S. Kooar Ruttun Chund is the son-in-law of Rajah Dya-Krishen, his ExceK 
lency the Vizier's Dewan, and is entitled on this account, as well as by the 
important nature of the office which be holds, to distinguished notice and con- 
sideration. He will have the honour of presenting or transmitting this letter 
to you shortly after his arrival in the district, and you will be pleased to receive 
and consider him as placed in the same situation, and as exercising similar 

authority 
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authority in the distrids that ane under hiih chalt^, Avith Rajah Bhowanee Bengal PtHitical 
Pershaud in the districts of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh. 

I have, Isfc, 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaiixiB* 

1st February 1815. 


To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknovr. 

Sir ; 

The detachment under my command being ordered by his Excellency the 
Right Honourable the Commander-ia>Ciiief to march to Saharunpore and 
Naliao, and in coiiseqnencfc having returned to Seetapore from the services ©n 
ivhich it was employed in the districts of Sandee, Paltee, and Bangur, pursuant 
to the orders of his Excellency the Vizier, and your instructions, I consider it 
to be my duty, in justice to the Ameen of Sandee, Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, to 
report to you for his Excellency’s information, that through his zeal, exertions, 
and good conduct, the district of Sandee was restored to peace an<l tranquillity, 
and all the orders of his Government carried into execution ; and further, that 
b} ijis aid, and the good conduct of Juswunt Sing, Ameen of Pallet*, ihii 
district has been also speedily restored to peace and good order. 


Letter frem 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burrell. 


I have also much pleasure in reporting to you, that the great abilites and 
experience of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, Zillahdar, aided by the Ameen Agba 
Jan, with only two companies of my detachment under the command of 
Captain Lloyd, and the troops of his Excellency the Nawaub, brought the 
district of Bangur into such a state of peace and good order, as to enaUe him 
to dispense with the services of the two companies above-mentioned, by which 
means the corps under my command will commence its march for the impor- 
tant service it is ordered upon two days Sooner than it otherwise could. 


The pay of the troops for November, Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan had 
all ready on the arrival of the detachment at Tandeeawn, which was not 
detained a moment on that account. 


Injustice to Mirza Hadee, the Ameen of Lobarpore, permit me to mention, 
that when the three flank companies of my corps were in November last 
ordered to proceed upon service, and he heard they would be detained some daya 
for pay (which had not, when the orders for their march was received, left 
l.ucknow), he immediately stepped forward and said they should not be delayed 
on that account, and offered the amount, which I gladly accepted, giving him 
my receipt for the same. I would and ought to have acquainted you with this 
circumstance (so n)uch to the credit of Mirza Hadee) when it occurred, but he 
prevented me. 

During the whole time the detachment w'as employed, both officers and men 
received every attention tliey could wish for, and I am happy to say, their very 
soldierly and conciliatory behaviour gave great satisfaction to every body at the 
rliffcrent places of encampment. Permit me to assure you, Sir, that I am most 
highly gratified by your approval of my own conduct for having used my 
endeavours to accomplish your wishes, which have been so beneficial to his 
Highness’s Government and done so much good to his subjects. 

With my most thankful acknowledgrtrcnt for the very essential aid I received 
from you, by the admirable mode you had the goodness to point out for the 
commanding-officer’s conduct, when acting with the Zillahdar and Anieens of the 
Govcrnient of Oude, by following which I was prevented from erring, and 
performed the small part 1 had to act with success, 

I have, &c. 

Seetapore, (Signed) L. Burrell, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

20th January 1815. .commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 


8 F 


To 
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U, ||v ^ ; 

I have the honour to report to ‘jroo that Major Lamboroe^^ with the detaeh- 

lieuteMBt^T meot of the second battalion of the Twenty-fourth Reghneiit Native Infantry 
'*** l^wek****"* “Oder Ilia command, marched into cantonments yestcr^y morning. The sur- 
veys will be completed to-day, and he will proceed to-morrow with his 
detadiment and guns towards Tondeeawn, where 1 expect be will arrive on the 
S4th instant. 

Major lAmborne has been furnished with all the necessary instructions for 
liisguidaivce after his arrival at Tundeeawn. 

I am in hopes the battalion under my command will be ready to march on the 
23(1 instant, completely equipped for field service. 

I have, &c. 

•SeStapore, (Signed) L. Burrell, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

2 1 sc January 1815 commanding at Seetapore. 


BengslfPolidcd 
t'oniuItatiqDs, 
14 Feb. 1815. 


Sir 


Letter from To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknow. 

Coionel Frith. Sir: 

1 have the honour to acquaint you that the detachment employed in tiie 
Bilkhur purgunnah returned to cantonments yesterday, the Ameen having 
settled with Dewan Zubber Sing, Bundeeshury Bukhsb, and some other Zemin- 
dars, who w’ere backward in the payment of their revenue. 

1 have also the honour to acquaint you, that at the requisition of Meer Imam 
Alee, the Ameen of Purtaubgurh, a detachment, consisting of a troop of cavalry 
and a company of sepoys, inarched yesterday against some Zemindars in this 
district, who have manifested a refractory disposition and have been backward 
ill the payment of their rents* 

I have likewise to acquaint you, that Sheikh Shoojaut Alee, the Ameen of 
Manickpore, has applied for a force to go against Sewdut Sing, the Talookadar 
of Kuttoa, who is represented as being employed in repairing his fort and 
shewing other signs of a refractory disposition, and that 1 have in consequence 
ordered a detachment of cavalry and infantry to march to-morrow for the pur- 
pose of putting a stop to these proceedings. 


}/cUcr 

fr 0 n\ Ke»ident at 
Lucknow • 


Captain-Lieutenant Grant with the detachment under his command is still 
actively employed in putting Nuneit Roy in possession ofghurries (in order to be 
dismantled), wiiich enable the Zemindars to resist the authority of Government. 

I have further to report for your information, that the officers commanding 
the different detachments sent out from this post, as well as the Ameens em- 
ployed in the diflerent districts, represent the Nawaub’s troops stationed with 
them to assist in the collection of the revenue as being in a most insubordinate 
and mutinous state ; that they will not attend to or obey any order, but plunder 
the villagers of their property and destroy the fields of grain in the most mis- 
chievous manner, and that they are consequently detested by the inhabitants, 
who are frequently forced by their oppression and injustice into resistance which 
they never intended ; and it is but justice to the Zemindars to state, tiiat 
wherever the Company’s troops have appeared they have submitted peaceably 
and delivered up their forts, on the mere assurance of the officer commanding 
tbfrt tbeir persons and property would be protected. 

I have» iact 

Purtaubghur, (l^f^ed) R. Frith, 

18th January 1815. Colonel, commanding at Purtaubghur. 

To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at FartmfbgHttr. 

Sir: 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18tli 
instant, announcing the return of your detachment which was employed in the 

purgunnah 



oea 


OUt)t FJiPWnS, 

pfUrgunnah of Bilkhm perfomilttl; th^scf^iob reqaired, as also your com- rtcngai Identical 
pliance with requisitions from the Ameens of Purtaubghur and Mani^kpore for Concuitatwnn, 
t^ support of their>autbofity rii those dtst^iots. Translations of this and of your Fpb. isis. 

fimner offioiat letter, under date the Tthfiitostant, have been submitted to his j^etter 

Exoeltency the Vizier, and his Excellency has desired me to convey to you his ftom Regidcnt «t 
thanks for the readiness which you evince, and the judicious measures which l.ucktu>w. 
you have adopted, to support the proceedibgs of his officers with a view to the 
realization of his revenue. 

2. Measures are in train of adoption for the reform of his Excellency’s troops^ 
and will, I hope, have the desired effect of restraining their irregular ctmduct 
in the villages, as well as of improving their general discipline and ensuring 
their subordination to the Ameens. 


Lucknow, 

23d January 1815. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baiuib, 

Kesident. 


To. J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

, Colonel Frith. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment which marched on 
the 17th instant against several Zemindars in this district, at the requisition of 
the Ameen, has returned to cantonments, having satisfactorily eTOCted the 
objects for which it was detached. I have also to acquaint you, that the officer 
commanding the detachment in the Manickpore district reports that Sewdut 
Sing had on his approach evacuated the fort of Kuttoia, and had come to a 
settlement with the Ameen ; and that there appearing to be no further employ- 
ment for the detachment in that district, 1 have directed the officer in command 
to proceed with it into the Dalmow district, to the support of the Ameen, 

Omrow Sing, who has sent a list of seven Zemindars who are backward in the 
payment of their rents, and in other respects refractory as he represents. 

I have further to acquaint you, that the hostile intentions manifested by 
Shew Gholam Sing, the Zemindar of Shah Gurh, has obliged me to detach this 
morning, to reinforce Captain Grant, two companies of sepoys and the two six- 
pounders, which I hope will enable him to effect a speedy and satisfactory set- 
tiement, or if necessary punish the offender. 

J have likewise to acquaint you, that the Magistrate at Elahabad has requested 
assistance for the purpose of seizing the chief of the deceits who plundered the 
treasure proceeding from Elahabad to this place some years ago, and whose 
haunt has lately been discovered. A small party of cavalry and infantry will 
accordingly march on this duty to-morrow morning. 

I have, &c. 

Purtaubghur, (Signed) K. Frith, 

25th January 1815. Colonel, commanding. 


To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Furtaubgliur. 

Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, a copy 
of a letter received from Lieutenant Gerard, commanding the troops at Sultan- 
pore, and A copy of my answer to that letter. 

' I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillib, 

29th Jfanuary Resident. 


Lt tlCk 

from UrsiiicMt . 
LucLn«w. 


To 


i 

' . t 
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Political 

Casfuhatiofik 
14 ReU. IWi. 

Letter from 
Lieutjcnant Qenrd. 


To JF. Railite; Eoq., KetMdem «t Luckuorir. 

Sir: 

1 didi nyself the howHir to tcquaint you, a few days agiv of tJte oammand of 
tlie troops at tbit station having devolved to me, as senior otHasr, on lire depar' 
ture of JLieutenant-Colonei Muller ; it is therefore tncniuheBt on me novr to 
inform you of the state of afi&irs ba*e at tbe time 1 aasniMed cha^e, flat 1 may 
lie guided by your instructions, particularly with respect to the future measures 
necessary to be pursued in effecting the reduction of the numerous refractory 
Zemindars of the adjoining district8> especially those of Aldemow, who are in 
snob a rebellious state and have been allowetl to remain so long so, that the 
most petty landholders in it refuse to come to any kind of adjustment for the 
payment of their arrears of revenue with the Auniil, without a military force 
being employed to bring them to a due sense of their duty and submission to 
his authority. Many of them are in some degree become independent and set 
the Government at open dehance, which they are enabled to continue, by appro- 
priating the revenue to the maintenance of considerable bodies of armed men to 
defend themselves when attacked, and to carry on a species of plundering war- 
fare against their more peaceable neighbours, by which means they are also 
enabled to increase and support tlieir adherents and fortify their villages. I take 
the liberty to observe, that the longer they are permitted to remain in this turbu- 
lent state, the greater will be the force required, and the more difhculties there 
will t)e to overcome in their reduction. 


I entertain no doubt but Lieutenant-Colonel Muller, previous to his departure, 
iluly cominunicaied to yon the operations of the detachment late under my com- 
mand and at present under that of Lieutenant liobinson, which had the effect, 
without proceeding to e.\tremitic8, of inducing Madhoo Sing, Talookadar of 
Dehrah, a man of considerable note in tbe district, to liquidate the sum of 
1(1,000 rupees of his arrears of levenuc, which 1 have no doubt will have some 
indueoce on others to follow his example. Since my arrival in cantonments, 
having been recalled for tbe purpose of receiving charge, tbe detachntent before- 
mentioned has proceeded against Ishuree Bnkhsh, Talookadar of Pnrnesputtee, 
•listant about a coss and a half from Dehrah, who upon the approach of our 
troops deserted his village, in which he had fortified his house, and fled to an 
adjacent wood. A party was secretly detached on the night of tiie SScI to seize 
}jis person, if possible; bu although completely surprised, he had the good for- 
tune to effect his escape, and after having 'wandeied about for some days has 
now taken refuge witli bis relation the rcbeilious Zemindar of Dooarka. I^veral 
of his followers with arms in their hands were laid hold of, and have been deli- 
vered to the Aumil, Hafiz Alee Khan. 


Tlie piincipal object of iny thus addressing you is to represent the inadequacy 
of tl)e force at present in the district of Aldemow under Lieutenant Robinson to 
proceed to active operations against the more powerful refractory Zemindars of 
Dooarka and Bidhur, who have not made the least attempt towards a reconcilia- 
tion, nor have they shewed any disposition to liquidate their arrears of revenue, 
but on the contrary are daily strengthening themselves in their possessions and 
entertaining men to resist the just demands of Government. Wlven dislodged 
from their present strong holds, it is their intention, I am given to understand, 
to seek refuge in the territories of the Honourable Company, where they are 
equally landholders as well as in the dominions of his Excellency the Nawuub. 

In case the light companies in Oude are not called for to proceed on imme- 
diate service, as it was supposed they would he some days ago, CoUmicI Frith 
having advised that the company at this post should be heW in readiness forlhait 
purpose, it can hereafter be spared to assist tbe detachment in Aldemow in the 
collection of the revenue and reduction of the refractory Zemindars. 


I have, &C. 

Sulianpore, Oude, (Signed) JohkGebard, 

thrh January 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sullanpore. 

To 
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To Lieut«naot Gerard, pommanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 

Sir ; 

1. 1 have the Jionour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
.2dth instant, and 1 beg your acceptance of my thanks for this early and 
explicit communication of the state of affairs in your district, which was 
rendered peculiarly desirable by the scanty communications to this office of 
your predecessor in the command of (he troops. 

S. I was fully aware of and regretted the inadequacy of the force under 
your command, which is now commanded by Lieutenant Robinson, to the 
reduction of the refractory landholders in' the districts of Akburpore ami 
Aldemow ; but, under the instructions which I had issued to Colonel Frith, I 
calculated on that officer’s being enabled to detach a force to your aid, 
or to proceed in person to Aldemow, for the purpose of conducting the 
military operations in that quarter to a speedy and successful conclusion. 
In this expectation I have been necessarily hitherto disappointed by the 
numerous calls on Colonel Frith from the Vizier’s officers in his neighbourhood 
for the aid of the troops under his command, and I have been induced by the 
Colonel’s reports of the duties which he has had to perform, as well as by the 
state of the districts in the neighbourhood of the station of Sultanpore, to 
suspend the instructions which 1 had issued for the detachment of your light 
company and that of the battalion at Purtaubgurh to reinforce Major>General 
Wood. 


Bengal Poliucai 
14 Feb. ISIj. 
Letter 

Trom llci,ideDt at 
Luctnow. 


S. This latter measure will, I presume, have been announced to you by 
Colonel Frith before your receipt of this letter, and will have enabled you to 
reinforce Lieutenant Robinson to the extent which you describe, should you 
deem such a reinforcement to be essential to the accomplishment of the objects 
in view. 


4. But I am disposed to rest my hope of the subjection of the refractory 
landholders in your neighbourhood, and of the speedy restoration of tranquil- 
lity in the districts of Akburpore and Aldemow, on an arrangement which 
has been recently adopted by his Excellency the Vizier, at my suggestion, for 
the better government of those districts, and which 1 had the honour of 
announcing to the commanding-officers of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh in my 
letters of the 21st instant, delivered to Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud, the newly- 
appointed Nazim or Zillahdar. 

5. This able and experienced officer is now on his way to Purtaubgurh, for 
the purpose of concerting with Colonel Frith tlie plan of operations to be 
adopted for the subjection of the refractory Zemindars and restoration of 
tranquillity in his districts, and you will receive from Colonel Frith in due 
time a communication of his sentiments and instructions on such parts of the 
duty to be performed as may be expected from the troops under your orders. 

6. I rely with conddence on your able and zealous execution of the duties to 
be assigned to you by Colonel Frith, to whom a copy of this despatch shall 
be transmitted. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28th January 181.5. Resident. 


To Major Lamborne. i.cuer 

Sir : from l< (>(>1(10111 ot 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the Lucknow. 
25th instant, reporting your arrival at Tundeeawn and detachment of two 
companies of sepoys, in compliance with the requisition of Hukeem Mehdee 

Alee Khan, for the support of his deputy Agha Jan. 

2. The peaceable state of the district of Khyrabad, as reported by Colonel 
Burrell before your arrival, and referred to in your recent despatches, super- 
sedes the necessity for my detaining you in the command of the detachment 
at Tundeeawn, and you will be pleased to deliver over the command to the 

8 G next 
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B6Rgii Political next senior officer nrho may be present with it, and proceed to join your corps 
“Cawnpor.. 

— * 3. Lieutenant'Colonel Burrell having remained in command of the station 

at Seetapore under the special authority of his Excellency 'the Commander-in* 
Chief, and with my entire approbation, you will be pleased to direct the officer 
commanding at Tundeeawn, and all other officers of your detachment employed 
on separate duties in the districts of Paliee and Khyrabad, to report their pro* 
ceedings to Colonel Burrell and to consider themselves as under his orders. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J: BArr.LiE, 

S8th January 1815. Resident. ‘ 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
28 Feb. 1815. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The ^3th February 1815. 

To the HonourableN. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting for your information a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

7th February 1815. Resident- 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatches of the SIst ultimo and 1st 
instant I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of 
his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed 
extracts from a despatch which I have this day received from Colonel Frith, 
commanding the troops at Purtaubgurh. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

7th February 1815. Resident. 


Letter from 
Colonel Frith. 


Extract from a Letter from Colonel Friths conmanding the Troops at Purtaub* 

gurh, to Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, dated the 4M February 1815. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
ultimo with enclosures, to which due attention shall be paid. 1 am happy to 
learn from private accounts that the detachment employed in the Aldeniow dis- 
trict has been making considerable progress of late in the settlement of that 
quarter. 

I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Slst 
ultimo by express, and to acquaint you that the necessary orders were imnie- 
diately given for recalling the several detachments of cavalry ; having last night 
received the orders of his Excellency the Coinmander-in-Chief, llie Eighth 
Regiment of Cavalry will march towards Goruckpore, under the command ot 
Major O'Brien, as soon as pay arrives and the several detachments join, which I 
hope will be in three or four days. 

I have much satisfaction in acquainting you that the fort of Sliali-Gurh was 
evacuated on the Ist instant. Captain Grant’s offidai report I have the honuur 
to CDcloae for your information, l^o the temper and modeietioii obmrved by 
him on this occasion, as well as to the jac^ment and- ability witli which he lies 

conducted 



OUDE PAPEB*. 667 

coDducied tibe whole of the tervioo itfwn which be has lately been employed, 1 
teel greatly indebted. 

The detachment sent out to seize the notorious offender BlK>odhie, at the 
requisition of tire Magistrate of Eiahabad, returned to cantonments yesterday, 
having failed in the object fur which it was sent out, owing to the offender having 
taken refuge in a small fort in the Begum’s jagier to which they uere refused 
admittance. 

No complaints have lately been made against any of the Zemindars in the 
districts dependent on tliis post ; and as the new Zillahdar appears to be very 
popular, I hope the collections will be realized without further trouble, or any 
calls of consequence on the Company’s troops. 

I beg leave to acquaint you that I have received orders from his Excellency 
the Right llonouralrle the Cominander-in-Chief to proceed with all convenient 
expedition to the command to which I had the honour of being appointed lately 
by Government, and that I propose leaving this on the 5th instant and pro- 
ceeding by the route of Lucknow. 

A true extract : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Extract from a Letter from Captain Grant, commanding a Detachment at 
Ahmet y, to Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh, dated the 
2d February 1815. 

I had yesterday the honour to report to you that- the ghurry of Shah-Gurh 
had been evacuated, about eleven o’clock A. m., by Sew Gholam Sing and his 
followers, and my having placed two companies in it under Deutenant 
Baiimgardt, whom I directed to remain in the place with the Atneen until the 
woiks shall have been completely destroyed and the ditch filled up. The ghurry 
was given up solely through the negotiatioo of Rajah Bimwance Pershaud's 
Vakeel, who came into my camp yesterday morning and informed me that bis 
master had sent him to the fort to desire that it niiglit be given up, which the 
owner. Sew Gholam Sing, immediately agreed to do, provided a guard of the 
Company’s sepoys should be sent in to protect 8on>e private property which was 
to be left in the place. 

A true extract : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL XJONSULTATIONS, 

The 1th March 1815. 

To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government in the Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, and for record, the accompanying copy of a letter 
addressed this day to the Resident at Lucknow, in reply to his despatches of 
the 1st and 7th instant, by command of his Excellency the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Puttypore, Sikree, (Signed) J. Aham, 

18th February 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir; 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 
1st and 7th instant, detailing the measures vditch have been taken for establish- 
ing an improved system of administration throughout the territories of his 

Excellency 


Bengal Politictl 
Consultations, 
98 Feb. ISIS. 

Letter from 
Colonel Frith. 


Letter from 
Captain (irant. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

7 Mar. 1815 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 



Political 

Consttltetions, 

7 Miuv 1B15. 

l«cUer 

from SetTetary t 
Ciovemment. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
•!1 Mar. 1815. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant Gerard. 
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^odleiMy the N^waub Vizier, and I have it . in coimnaiM] from 
Hunour^le the Govemor-General to express to you his Lordslnp’s entire earis. 
tsetipn in having learned the pn^ress which has. already been made in tin 
establishment of the new system, notwitiistandiug tl»e unfavourable cmcuni' 
stances under which the reform was attempted, in consequence of the exigencies 
of the public service having occasioned the removal of a large proDortion of the 
British force usually stationed in Oude. ^ ^ ^ 

2. You will be pleased to express to his Excellency the Vizier the satisfaction 
felt by the Governor-General on this occasion, and to state his Excellency’s hope 
that no consideration will induce his Excellency to abandon a plan so pregnant 
with advantage to his interests, and hitherto so successfully pursued. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Futtypore, Sikree, (Signed) J. Adam, 

18th February 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 2 Isr March 1815. 

Ordered, That the following letter from the Resident at Lucknow, enclosing 
duplicates of despatches to Mr. Secretary Adam, be here recorded, with exception 
to one of the 28th Fehriiary', w hich has been transferred to the Secret Proceedings 
of this date. 

To tlie Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir: 

1 have the honour of transmitting, for your information, tlic enclosed dupli- 
cate of a despatch which I addressed to the Sccietary to the Government in the 
Secret and Political Department, under date the 25th instant. 

Duplicates of two letters to Mr. Adam, of this date, are also transmitted for 
your notice. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residenc}-, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28th February 1815. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in tlie Scciet and Political 

Dej>artment. 

Sir: 

In further continuation of the subject of my de.spatch under date the 1st instant, 
I have nov.'the bonourof transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Oovcrnor-freneral, the enclosed copies of letter.-, 
more recently received from and written to the commanding-officers of our troops 
at the several stations in the interior. I add, for his Lordship’s information, 
some copies of letters which have passed between me and the Magistrate of 
Jounpore. 

I Itave, Sic. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillix, 

25th February 1815. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq,, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : • 

I have had the honour to receive your public letter, under date the 28th 
ultimo, acquainting me with the plan of arrangements in agitation lo effect \he 
reduction of the neighbouring Zemindars and to restore tranquillity to tlie sur- 
rounding districts, which is a measuie daily becoming mofp desirable, and the 
lunger protracted, will, of course, become still more difficult in the execution. 

I have been in constant expectation of being Ibyoured with TOme communi- 
cation from Colonel Frith, relative to the accomplishment of this pbject, which 
I was led to look for from the tenor of your letter. I, have, howeyor, been 

hitherto 
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hitherto disappointed in my hopes, and have notv relin(}ui$hed evei7 prospect of Bengal Fojitiuf 
hearing from him on this subject, as I perceive by General Orders lately pub- CoiMirftation*, 
Usbed that he iS a|)pointed to the command of the frontier stations of Agra and Mar. 1 81A. 
Muttrab, and am given to understand he has marched from Purtaubgurh tor that irom 

purpose. Lieutenant tiecard 


In consequence of Colonel Frith's total silence respecting any preparations that 
might be in forwardness for the prosecution of this business, nothing has as yet 
Ireen undertaken by me here towards it, although every thing has been kept in a 
state of readiness, as I waited for his instructions and the benefit of his advice, 
particularly as the force at my disposal is inadequate to any effectual operations 
being commenced against the more powerful Talookadars of Dooarka and Bidhur, 
upon the submission or reduction of whom, in a great measure, depends that of 
the whole of the adjacent districts. 


Since my last communication, I ha%'e little to add respecting the progress of 
the operations of the detachment at present on seivice in Aldemow, which has 
lately been principally employed in forcing the inferior Zemindars to come to a 
settlement with the Aumil for the liquidation of their arrears of revenue. 

I have had no intelligence of the approach of the Nazim, Ilajah Bhuwanee 
Persbaud, to this post, except the intimation conveyed in your letter. I trust bis 
exertions may prove successful in restoring tranquillity to the surrounding 
districts. Be assured nothing shall be wanting on my part, as far as 1 possess the 
means, to assist him in his endeavours. 


I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) .Iohn Gerard, 

6th February 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

3lf . Lieutenant (?<‘rar(J 

I beg to forward, for your information, an extract of a letter received from 
T. Fortescue, Esq. Magistrate of the zillah of Elahabad, and to acquaint you that 
I have adopted measures in consequence, in concert with the Aumil of the district 
(Sultanpore) in which the thieves he wishes to be apprehended reside, for their 
being taken into custody, and hope it may meet your approbation. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) J. Gerard, 

8th February 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Colonel Kyan, commanding at Sultanpore. 

Sir : 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of tlic examination of Purshun Sing and 
Bulwiint Sing, and to request you will take measures for the apprehension of the 
persons therein named. 


Letter 

from Magistrate • 
Elahabad. 


Purshun Sing and Bulwunt Sing, together with a ('huprassee of this Court, 
will wait upon you for the purpose of pointing out the individuals, and should 
any suspected property be found, I request} on will have it forwarded to me. 

I have, &c. 

Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescue, 

Slst January 1815. Magistrate. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

Sir : Lieutenant Grrard 

I did myself the honour to address you on the 6th instant, respecting the 
progress of the detachment under the command of Lieutenant Robinson, employetl 
>n Aldemow, since which period little or nothing has been effected, in conse- 
quence of tlie expected arrival of the Nazim, and the Aumil having procecdetl to 
Jugdeespoor for the purpose of paying his respects to him. I also took the 
loerty of pointing out the inadequacy of that force for the collection of the 

8 H revenue 
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ouDi Papers. 

revenue and effectual reduetion of that turbulent district, unless joined tar a 
considerable reinforcement, without which I do not judge it advisable to diresei; 
any operations to be commenced against the more powerful Talookadars, upon 
whose submission entirely depends that of the inferior Zemindars. 

I now teg leave to submit for your consideration, decision, and instructions, 
the propriety of allowing the detachment to remain out longer, or to withdraw 
it until a competent force can be spared, and measures adopted for the effectual 
reduction of the surrounding turbulent districts. 

I have not had any intelligence of the approach of the Nazim, Rajah Bhu- 
wanee Pershaud, nor when I can expect his arrival at this station. 

I did myself the pleasure to forward, in my letter under date the 8th 
instant, an extract of a requisition from T. Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magis* 
trate, for the seizure of some thieves who resided in a village about six coss 
distant from hence, and at the same time acquainting you that I had taken 
measures, in concert with the Aumil of Sultanpore, for their apprehension. 1 
now beg leave to inform you, that we were fortunate enough to lay hold of two 
of the persons named, men of no character or consequence, whom I forwarded 
under escort to Elahabad. 

1 have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) J. Gekard, 

18th February 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Lieutenant Gerard, commanding at Sultanpore. 

Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters that 
are noted in the margin.* 

2. Being aware of the inadequacy of the force which is at present employed 
in Aldemow to the reduction of the turbulent Zemindars and realization of 
the revenue in that district, and having also had reason to apprehend that the 
state of the districts of Purtaubgurh, Ahmety, and Dalmow, would not for the 
present admit of your receiving any essential aid from Colonel Frith or his 
successor Major Cumberlege, I could have looked to your detachment for no 
more than the preservation of that authority which remained to the officers of 
the Vizier’s Government at the date of my former instructions, and which 
appeared to be sufficient, with the presence of your detachment in Aldemow, 
to preclude additional disorder, until circumstances might admit of your rein* 
forcement by some troops from the station of Purtaubgurh, or till the arrival 
of Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud with a considerable force in the district should 
enable you, in concert with that officer, to adopt more effectual measures than 
we have hitherto been entitled to expect. 

3. Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud has been hitherto prevented from proceeding to 
the district of Aldemow, by his necessary occupation in the settlement of a 
number of intermediate districts ; but I have every reason to hope that he will 
soon arrive in your neighbourhood, and after collecting all the troops of the 
Vizier which are now scattered throughout his districts, will be enabled, with 
your assistance and advice, and in co-operation with such troops as you can 
spare, to take such measures as must quickly establish the general tranquillity 
of the country and reduce the refractory Zemindars. 

4. 1 shall take an early op|>ortunity of submitting to the consideration of 
his Excellency the Vizier the propriety of his ordering the Nazim to proceed 
to Sultanpore without delay, and, in the contemplation of his speedy arrival, it 
seems expedient that the detachment at Aldemow should remain in that dis- 
trict for the present, unless you have reason to apprehend the possibility of its 
receiving a check (continuing inactive as at present) befoi'e the amval of the 
Nazim, in which case it must, of course, be recalled to await his arrival at 
Sultanpore. 


* 6th, 8th, and 18th Febraarv 1816. 


5.1 
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5. 1 ^tirdy approve of the meastires which you adopted at the requisition 
of Mr. Fortesoue for the seieure of public offenders a^inst our Government, 
and 1 am happy to learn their success. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillu, 

20th February 1815. Resident. 


Bengal KolM 
ComuleitiaMt 
SI MSr. 1815 / 


Extract from a Letter from Major CumberkgCt com^umding the Troops at Pur*^ Letter IMm 
taubgurh, to the Resident at LucknaWt doited the \%th February 1815 . M^orCwnberlege. 

Ensign Jones, who was detached on the 23d ultimo into the Manickpore dis- 
trict to assist the Ameen in his collections, writes me that the Zemindars came 
in and made their settlements with Omrow Sing to their mutual satisfaction, in 
consequence of which he moved towards Dalroow, agreeably to former instruc- 
tions received from Colonel Frith, to bring in some refractory Zemindars, who 
had been rather backward in their payments and had refused to come to any 
settlement with the Ameen. 

One of these Zemindars, by name Sheo Pershaud of Sunkerpore, whose fort 
was destroyed about four years ago by Colonel Palmer, has been allowed, 
through the negligence of the Vizieris officers, to put it again in complete 
repair. It is said to be very strong and surrounded with jungle ; and from his 
having garrisoned the place with five hundred matchlocks, it does not appear 
likely that he will agree to have it destroyed, unless compelled by a superior 
force. 

The detachment under Ensign Jones consisting only of one company, and 
the force under the Ameen being every way contemptible, 1 have instructed him 
to avoid hostilities if possible, and endeavour by every means in his power to 
effect a settlement between the Ameen and Zemindar. It is true I could rein- 
force him ; but not having now above four hundred effective men under my 
command and two six-pounders, 1 should consider the whole of it very 
inadequate to the reduction of a fort of that description ; therefore think it 
better to temporize until a battering train can be procured, or till the arrival of 
Kooar Ruttun Chund, who may perhaps be furnished with a more respectable 
force and some heavy guns. 

I am sorry to say, that since I have been at this station, every officer who has 
been sent on command has complained of the insolence and insubordination of 
the Vizier’s troops. They are universally detested and despised, and plunder 
wherever they go : it is, therefore, very necessary that some reform in their 
discipline should take place, being in their present state worse than useless, and 
only formidable to the industrious and peaceable Ryot. One great error, I 
conceive, in the present system, is that of allowing corps to remain stationary 
for years together. Those in this district have been ten or twelve years on the 
same spot, during which time they have never moved, except to attend the 
Ameens on their collections, and even then half the men can hardly b? collected. 

The guns are in as bad a state as the troops, as Ensign Jones mentions that the 
one Omrow Sing has with him is in such bad repair that he does not believe the 
carriage will hold together twenty rounds, should he have occasion to use it. 

1 have, perhaps, said more on the foregoing subject than may appear to you 
necessary ; but from what I have heard relative to the number of troops in this 
district belonging to his Excellency the Vizier, if they were only tolerably paid 
and disciplined, they would be fully sufficient for Ihe collections, which would 
be a great relief to the regulars. 

I have not yet received any communication from Rajah fihuwanee Pershaud, 
nor do I know what force he has brought with him from Lucknow, but I under- 
stand tha^t most of the landholders have attended upon him at Jugdeespore, and 
that there is every prospect of the revenues being realized in this district. The 
arrival of Kooair Ruttun Chund in that of Byswarra would tend greatly to 
facilitate the settlement of that also without further disturbance. 


I should 
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Bengiki PMitietl I sboulcl be glad of your instruction^ relative to furnishing detacfatneuts. >\in 
^ comply vidth the requisitions of the Zillahdars or Ameens at once, or wait for 
* * ^ * your answer on the subject? 

A true extract ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To Major Cumberlege, commanding at Pgrtaubgurh. 

Sir : 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18th 
instant, reporting the march of Ensign Jones’s detachment towards Dalmow, 
after effecting a settlement of affairs in the district of Mauickpore. 


2. I am fully aware of the inadequacy of the detachment at present in 
Dalmow, even reinforced to the utmost extent which you have the means of 
reinforcing it, to the reduction of such a fortress as you describe : hut I trust 
that the presence of the detachment, as affording encouragement and support to 
tlie officers of the Vizier’s Government, may induce Shco Pershaud to submit, 
and eventually to surrender his fortress, on the arrival of Kooar Ruttun Chuml 
in the district, attended as that officer will be by a considerable force of the 
Vizier’s to be collected from all the districts surrounding, and I believe by some 
troops from Lucknow. 

3. I am sensible of the justness of your remarks on the state of the troops of 
the Vizier ; and so, indeed, is his Excelleuc}', to whom I have regularly sub- 
mitted the information on this subject conveyed to me by your predecessor in 
the command at Purtaubgurh. A reform is meditated, 1 know ; and I shall not 
fail to take advantage of every opportunity which niay offer of urging the neces- 
sity of its adoption with the least practicable delay. 

4. Rajah Ohuwanee Pershaud has been hitherto prevented from proceeding in 
tire direction of your post by his necessary occupation in the settlement of a 
number of intermediate districts. It is his intention and the command of the 
Vizier, that he should now proceed to Aldemow with all practicable expedition, 
to endeavour to restore the tranquillity of that most turbulent district, in which 
I could wish, if it were practicable, that the detachment from Sultanpore were 
reinforced by some companies from the battalion at Purtaubgurh. But on this 
subject it formed a part of my instructions to your predecessor to communicate 
with the commanding-officer at Sultanpore, and to assist him in as far as might 
be practicable. 

5. In answer to the concluding paragraph of your letter, it seems expedient 
that the requisitions of the Zillahdars be complied with in all cases w’here the 
nature of the required service may be such as to afford the certainty of its 
immediate accomplishment by the force to be employed, without any hazard of 
a failure, or necessity for additional troops, or for the aid of a battering-train, 
which you arc aware cannot now be afforded. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2 1st February 1815. Resident. 


Letter from To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sit : 

Burrell. J havegieat pleasure in acquainting you that the refractory Zemindars of Nccr 

attended Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan this morning, and submitted to the recent 
orders of His Excellency the Nawaub for cutting down the jungle in his Zemin- 
dar}'. In consequence of the extreme obstinacy and folly of these Zemindars, in 
refusing to comply with the orders of their sovereign, after being repeatedly and in 
the strongest manner advised by the officers of the British Government and 
Oude to return to obedience, it was determined by Hukeein Mehdee and mysCfTthat 
the village (in which were a number of armed men prepared for resistance) should 
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be attacked tins morning, and tb? troops of His Excellency were accordingly Bengal I’ofltical 
paraded for the purpose, Captain Buchanan!s detachment being ready to Consultations, 
support them ; when tliese refractory people, finding they were likdy to meet with 2l J yar« I 8io. 
the punishment they so justly deserved, thought proper to come into camp and Letter from 
make their submission as above-mentioned. Workmen were imsnediately Lieutenant-Colon 
employed in cutting down the jungle, and a party of His Excellency’s troops Burrell, 
are now posted in the village. Hukeem Mehdec Alee Khan says he wishes to 
have three companies to remain in the distiict for some time, but I have recom- 
mended to him to keep the whole of the detachment here for the present, which 
he agrees will be better than a smaller force. I am in hopes that in a short time 
rlie greater part of the detachment may return to their cantonments, as the 
Bangur district may now be considered in a perfect state of tranquillity. 

I have. See. 

Camp, Neer, (Signed) L. Burrell, 

21st February 1815. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Scetapore. 

P.S. I am’under the necessity of returning to Seetapore immediately, on 
account of the very infirm state or my health. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. Letter 

from Resident at 

Sir : Lucknow. 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2 1st 
instant, conveying the satisfactory intelligence of rhe submission of the Zemin- 
dars of Neer, and the occupation of their village by a party of the Vizier’s 
troops for the purpose of cutting down the jungle, &c., by which it had been 
heretofore defended, and the Zemindars had been enabled to resist the just 
authority of the Government. 

2. This truly satisfaccory result of ah affair, which might have occasioned 
some trouble, is ascnbable chiefly, in iny opinion, to the effect of your presence 
in the district, and of the judicious conduct whicli you pursued during the 
whole of the recent operations in the districts of Sandee and Kh'yrabad. I 
request your acceptance of iny thanks for that zeal in the public service which 
induced you to proceed to Tuudeeawn while the state of your health was so 
indifferent; and with my best and most cordial wishes for your speedy and 
perfect recovery, 

1 am. See. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J, Bail lie, 

24th February 1 8 1 .5, Resident. 


To 11. O. Wynne, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Jounpore. 

Sir : 

1. _ I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
15lh instant with its enclosures, and to inform you that a suitable application on 
the subject of it has lieen made to his Excellency the Vizier. 

2. The necessity for this application might, however, have been superseded, 
1 presume, by a direct requisition from yourself to the Vizier’s Nazim of Zillah 
Sultanpore, in the terms of my letter to your address under date the 14th of 
December last. 

3. I take this opportunity of informing you, that his Excellency the Vizier 
and his officers in the districts contiguous to your Zillah, have recently often 
complained of the protection afforded to a number of refractory and defaulting 
Zemindars by their flight across the frontier of this country into parts of their 
^jjj^estates, and into those other Zemindars which are within the jurisdiction 
of*your Court, and I deem it to be my duty to suggest to you the propriety of 

8 1 , taking 


Letter 

tVoin Rtfiilent at 
Jaicknow. 
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ttking fneasaret to put « stop to this serious and etticreatsti^ evil with the hrast 
2iMiMS5. practicaWe delay. 

I am, &c. 

Lucknow , (Signed) J. Ba i Ltie, 

20th February 1815. , HesiUcut. 


Letter To JF. BsiHic, Eat]., Resident at Lucknow, 

from Magistrate of Sif : 

Jounpore. J solicit vour early attention to the accompany!^ report from my Assistant, 

Mr. William Lo^nher, now on deputation at Putteeiu the purguunah of Unglee. 

Q. You will perceive that this report is in continuation of the proceedings I 
had the honour to transmit for the information of his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier two days ago, aiul I beg you will do me the favour to suggest to his 
Highness the advantap;e and necessity of his directing his public officers and 
troops to co-operate with those I have sent to that quarter, untler command of 
Deutenant llurton of the second battalion of tl]e Eighth Regiment of Native 
Infantry, and also to direct the immediate compliance with all requisitiotM from 
Mr. William Lowther for the seizure of tiie public offenders against our Govern* 
luent who may find refuge in his Excelleney’s territory. 

I have. See. 

Zillah Jounpore, (Signed) E. O. Wyxnb, 

15 th February 1815. Magistrate. 


To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Magistrate of Joimpore. 

Sir : 

I have tlie honour to report for your information, that I arriverl at Puttee this 
morning with the military detachment you directed me to accompany, in your 
letter of instructions of the 15th instant. 

We were informed by the Thanarfar aitd others, that Sheodial and his arffie- 
rents had evacuated tlieir fortified houses and proceeded into the Nawaub Vizier's 
country, together with all the inhabitants of the large to^vn of Potter. At an 
early hour this morning I thought it axh'isable to proceed with a party of the 
military to examine two of the ghurries betonging to Slreoflial and his brothers. 
They appear to he places welt calculated tt> holtl out against any others than 
regular sepoys : they are built on the scale of the old forts which were 
destroyed some years ago by Captain Patrickson : the walls are of mud with 
loop-holgs fur matciilock firing. 1 am given to understand that the Rajkoomars 
are in some force at no great distance from this. Directions have been given to 
the Thanadars to place Burkundauzes in the town, to see that none of the camp- 
followers or others enter the houses for the sake of plunder, and I have thought 
it expedient to issue a proclamation, a copy of whicb accompanies this. 

The country round appears to be in a high state of cultivation and the crops 
nearly ready for the sickle. You may think proper, eventually, to make tlufio 
over to the actual Talookadar. I sneak of that tract which is at present in the 
possession of Sheodial and his brotirers. Should*, however, this ha your inten- 
tion, the presence of a force wHl be necessary to protect the harvest people. 
From the appearance of the fortified houses belonging to Sheodial his adhe- 
lents, I slMmkt recommend for your conaideva;tioia that tltay be entirely demo- 
lished before the raturn of the mi^ary detachment to Jounpoce. 

I beg to he favoured with any further instructions you may ha^m Id e w wirw n 
nlcatc. 

X have. See. 

Camp, Puttee, CS5gndd> W. LowTH«n> 

18th February 1815. Asaiataili Magiltrate. 

P.A The aceoortttt of the Rijkooim dwWBwlard tfsenwihma tro 

cittirelyiiifleorfttttt and genefaliy ike swteiocnie sttifintenpentagferaiedv 

To 


Letter 

from AHsistant* 
MAgistrate of 
Jounpore. 
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To R. Ow Wynne, Eeq* JudfrwfA ZHltb Joanpore. 

! 

1. I ha^e tile honouf to Scftli6Wted|^ the receipt of your fetter dated tfic ISlih 
instatvt Wttli tts eilclOJUre, a edfotinuetion of the proceedings of your ^urt con- 
veyed by « fbnuer despatch, whieh had beeii already submitted to the Vizier. 

Sk Ttn# Kaeitti of Sultanpove atid of *11 the districts tb the eastward', Ritilfdl 
SkM^rwtuido Plerstiaad, an cMe amf bitelligent olHcer who has rceentty beeh 
appointed to that station, is now proceeding toirartts Aldemotr, c6nl%utnis ttt the 
Iroiitier of your Zillah, where a considerable detachment of oiir troops is at 
present employed iti the reduction of some turbulent and rebellious Zemindars, 
and where the Nazim, on his arrival, is instructed to co-operate zealously with 
Mr. Lowther, in the first instance, for the seizure of the delinquent Sheodial, and 
afterwards to require Mr. Lowther's assistance and the suppoit of your authority 
for the apprehension of any defaulters against the Government of his Excellency 
the Vizier, who have found an asylum in your district. 

5. It k Miperfluous to repeat the suggestion which was oflfeied in my fin-mcr 
despatch, of the great advantage that must arise to the interests ol both States 
fioin the zealous and cordial co-operation of the public officers of both in the 
seizure of oftendcps against either, who sebk refuge in file teriitory of the 
other. 1 have impressed both his Excellency the Vizier and his Excellency’s 
Nazim ef Salitonpore with a |)erfect conviction of this truth ; and the latter is 
prepared, if I inistalse net, to co-operate mbst cordially with you on every future 
occasion. A SHnilar dispositioR on your part, which I am fully persuaded that 
you entertain, will, I trust, speedily lead to the entire and successful accoui- 
plisbment of the eb|ects of both parties. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillis, 

2lst February 1815. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

28/A March 1815. 

To the Honourable N. B. Edmofisteme, Esip, 'Vice-Preaident in Conncil, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

1 have the honour of transmitting, for your informatkifi, a duplieatd of * 
despatch of this date, which I have addressed to the Secretary to OovOkinmekt 
in the Secret and Political Department. 

I have, See. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BaiLlie, 

9tli March 1815. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq , Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir; 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information dfliis Ex- 
cellency the' Righi H6twmMl)b»' thw 6oi««vner>'€^ersr, ehe enelo^ enpfes of 
letters received from LieiitORant-C^onel CoMibWrh^, CwmiKMPdifi^ the* 
at Purtaubgurh, containing a report of a mutiny among the troops of his Er- 
ftM Vfetef tfWf pt o j^ d wHh f fie Ninfidi of Purthifb^ft. It ly istiftfidtdry 
t# me iw b* M fhe MMfiWy' wbhltf *pp»itr to' Ihtfd & 

^ dan# ef fist ztodthAMii hf doiMeqMnve df tfte hAMtm mmtif mtobtod 

by Lieotenant-Colonel Curaberlege of ifSlhdftftfg 4t miHdt Of oifif trObj^to tott- 
port the Nazim's authority. 

2. I 


Ifeng^ PkMdd 
21 Mill*. m\% 

ftom It^feKl^rtt i\t 
Luttno^. 


Bengal Political 
Corifiultationfi, 
28 Mar. 1S15. 

Letter 

fiom Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resuient at 
Lucknow. 
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Reiigal Political 
Coiifultations, 
28 Mar, 1815. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from 
MajorCumbcrlcge. 


S. I have also the honour of transmitting to you a copy of a letter received 
this day from the commanding-officer of the troops at Sultaapore, with a copy 
of the enclosure of that letter, detailing the attack and evacuation of the forti- 
fied town of Gopaulpore in the district of Aldemow, occasioned, as it appears, 
by an outrage on the part of the inhabitants of that town against the camp, 
followers of a detachment of our troops, which the commanding-officer of the 
detachment, in concert with the civil authority of the district, considered it to 
be his duty to punish, without awaiting the orders of his superior officer at Sul- 
tanpore, or the result of a reference to me. 

3. As connected with the subject of the concluding paragraph of Lieutenant 
Robinson’s letter to Captain Gerard, I add, for his Lordship’s information, a 
copy of a despatch which I have received from the Judge and Magistrate of 
Jounpore. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

9th March 1815. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. The enclosed copy of an express from Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud reached 
me at twelve o’clock last night, and upon questioning the Hurkarras, having 
reason to believe that the mutiny in his camp was of an alarming nature, and if 
not speedily checked might occasion serious consequences and prove prejudicial 
to the Rajah's authority in the district, I immediately ordered Captain Grant 
to proceed with five companies and the two six-pounders to his assistance, and 
have the pleasure to inform you that the whole marched by three o’clock this 
morning. 

2. I expect to receive accounts from Captain Grant in a few hours, and will 
let you know the result immediately. 

3. It is stated to me that the mutiny arose from the Rajah’s dismissing a 
toomun for plundering, but I have yet no accounts that can be depended 
upon, i have, however, instructed Captain Grant to support the Rajah’s 
authority at all risks, being well convinced of the disorderly conduct manifested 
on all occasions by his Excellency the Vizier’s troops. 

4. Should the mutiny not be immediately quelled, I intend proceeding 
myselfto his camp to give him my countenance and support, and shall call upon 
the officer commanding at Sultanpore for reinforcements, as 1 have none left at 
this station but recruits. 

5. I hope you will approve of the steps I have taken on this occasion. 

1 have, &c. 

Purtaubgurh, (Signed) N. Cumberlece, 

5th March 1815, ll^ a.m. Major, commanding. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: . 

I have the pleasure to forward you Captain Grant’s report this instant 
received, and trust that every thing will soon be settled. 

The detachment arrived in very good time. The sepoy who brought the 
letter informs me that only about 1,300 had joined the mutineers, and th^ 
tain Grant had encamped between them and the camp of the RajM, and that 
since their arrival no more had joined them. 

As 
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As t have none but recruits for the protection of the station, I shall recall 
Captain Grant with three companies as soon as 1 can do it with safety, leaving 
two companies under the command of an European otlicer with the Rajah. 
I do not hear that any have been killed, though the sepoy informs me tliat 
fourteen or ^fteen have been severely wounded. 

I have, &c. 


Bl'ngal Pol it it al 
i'onRultatious 
28 Mar. 1815. 

Letter from 
1 .ieutenant-Colonel 
Cuiiiberkge. 


Purtaubgurh, (Signed) N. Cumberleoe, 

^th March 181^, 5 o’clock p.m. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding. 


Extract from a Letter from Captain Grant, cotnmanding a Detachment at Letter from 
Deemah, to Lieutenant-Colonci Cumbertcgc, commanding the Troops at Pur- Captain (Jrant. 
taubgurh, dated the Sth oj March 1815. 

I have the honour to report to you the arrival of the detachment under iny 
command here this morning at seven o’clock. The mutiny amongst Kajali 
llhuwanee Pershaud’s troops has in a great measure subsided, and matters arc 
likely to take a favourable turn, though I regret to find that the mutineers 
still appear to be inclined to hostilities ; but lllmwanee Pershaud says that he is 
in hopes every thing will be amicably adjusted in the couise of the forenoon. 

True extract : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Extracts from Letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege, commanding the Lrttcr from 
Troops at Purtaubgurh, to the Resident at Lncliiioiv, dated the Gth March 1815. Lii'ntvnant-Coione 

^ ft » ... CumberkEf. 

From the report of Captain Grant received this morning, I am in hopes every 
thing will be speedily adjusted, as all hostilities had ceased, though the mutineers 
had not returned to their duty. 

As Rajah Bhuwanec Pershaud does not seem to wish for reinforcements, I , 
have not called upon the othcer commanding at Sultanpore for assistance. 

Indeed, it rather appears to me that the Rajah is inclineil to think any further 
interference would but increase the disatt’ectiou of his Excellency the Vizier's 
troops, in cuuse({uence of which I have abstained from proceeding to camp as 
I had intended. 

I beg again to say, that I should not hesitate a moment in going out to the 
Rajah’s camp could 1 he of the smallest service to him ; but as every circum- 
stance relative to the mutiny has been referred to the Nawaub for bis ticcision, 

1 do not consider my presence at all necessary. I have also to state, that having 
made every im|uiry relative to the mutiny, not the smallest blame can be in any way 
attached to Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud : indeed, every part of his conduct since 
he lias been in this neighbourhood has been such as to give satisfaction, and 1 
consider him every way fit for the situation he is placed in. It is only to be 
lamented that the troops of his Excellency the Vizier are in so disorderly and 
mutinous a state that the Rajah cannot possibly place the smallest dependence 
upon them. 

True extracts : 

(Signed) .1. Bailltr, 

Resident. 

To 


S K 



To J. 3aiHie, Resident »t Lucknow. 

■— 1 have the honour to transmit, for your informationj a copy of a public letter 

Litter from received yesterday from Lieutenaat Robinson, commanding the force detached 
Litutcnant Oeranl. this station in AldctnoW. I have little to add to the detailed account 
therein contained of the operations against the strong hold of Gopaulpore, but to 
express tuy satisfaction at the steady bdiaviour of the troops engaged, as men- 
tioned by Lieutenant Robinson, and to regret the casualties that have unfor- 
tunately happened in this affair, althoagh of a trifling natore considering the 
numerous party that defended a place of such strength and so difhbalt of access. 

The Jemadar who was wounded is, I am happy to acquaint you, doing 
extremely well, and I entertain little doubt of his speedy recovery ; so that the 
total loss we sliall liave sustained on our part on this occasion will be, 1 hope, 
only one sepoy killed. 

I trust that the example made by the necessary measures adopted on tills 
occasion, will have its due influence in restraining such unprovoked and out- 
rageous treatment in future, by the turbulent and lawless ^nindars of tiiat 
distiict, of the public servants attending the detachment, who could seldom 
venture from camp in the performance of tlieir duty, without meeting with the 
like maltreatment and violence of tlie villagers, who no doubt were instigated 
to such conduct by their refractory superiors, as appears to have been the" case 
in the present instance from tiie positive refusal (and menaces of the head 
Zemindar of Gopaulpore) to deliver up, when demanded, the delinquents to the 
authority of the AuniiJ, upon bis requiring him to do so in a regular and peace- 
able manner. 

1 am informed that the villagers of Gopaulpore had the audacity and unpro- 
voked insolence to maltreat several of the public servants who went merely to 
their village, which they had not even entered, for the purpose of purchasing 
fodder for their cattle, and one of them to that degree of severity as to endanger 
tJie man's life, who still continues ill; for which reason, together with 
numerous other acts of rebellion and outrageous conduct on their jiurt, and in 
suppoit of the authority of the Aumil, it was found necessary to proceed against 
them to inflict the punishment they so justly merited. 

1 am happy now to communicate the favourable result of this affair, which 
will appear from a perusal of the copy of Lieutenant Robinson’s despatch on this 
occasion, which terminated in the evacution of this strong bold. 1 have given 
instructions for the demolition and razure of the defences of the place. 

Perhaps it may be satisfactory to acquaint you that I daily expect the arrival 
of Captain Duncan to assume the command of the troops at this station. 

I have, &c. 

Sultanpore, Oude, ("Signed) J. GiUARn, 

7th March 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 
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nt'BKai Poltucal 
ComuittaieBt, • 
Mar. 1615. 


Sir! 


Letter from 
IJeiu. Hobinson. 


To Lieutenant Gerard, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir : 

My former correspondence will have acquainted you with the wanton and 
unprovoked outrage committed by the inhabitants of the fortified village of 
Gopaulpore on the persons of some of the public servants, whilst employed in . 
the execution of their duty. Having consulted with the Aumil, Hafiz Alee 
Khan, on the steps proper to be taken, he gave it as his opinion, that from this 
circumstance, as well as in conformity to the instructions he had received from 
his Excellency the Nawaub "Vizier to allow of no strong-holds in the district, 
it would be advisable to destroy the place, more particularly as these people had 
on other recent occasions evinced a disposition to 'resist legal authority. It 
was, however, our wish to accomplish this object without coming to extre- 
mities } for which purpose a messenger was sent by the Aumil to the head-man. 
requiring his attendance, that he might have an opportunity of justifying the 
conduct of his people, were it capable of any palliation, and to acquaint him 
of the determination that had been made respecting his place. So far from- 

having:; 
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having listened to this iM»ttg.ev ^ besrer <»n approeobing to deliver it had a i^ngal Pdiiicid 

apear thrown at him. This conduct alone called for immediate punishment, ^ 

and ai^ded a oonvincii^ proof of their hofettle intentioaik However, still ' 

willing to allow the man every opportunity of exculpating himself <by a dis. Letter trom 

avowal of his paitidpatioa in the violent proceedings complained oi^ and that 

they had occurred without his knowledge, also indulging an expectation that a 

message from me might meet with a better reception, I despatched a trusty 

noD'Commissioned omoer« accompanied by another man fitmi the Aumil. Hits 

expectation was however frustrated, by their returning with an account of 

having been refused an opportunity of delivering their message, and cautioned 

to avoid coming near the place, as the people declined any communication w'ith 

either the Aumil or myself. I feel persuaded you will concur with me, that I 

now had no alternative left but that of attacking the place : for which purpose 

1 moved down the detachment on the morning of the 2d instant, and endea> 

voured to force the gate-way ; but finding after a few rounds ftom the guns 

that the object, was impracticable, 1 withdrew the troops, and having after a 

very careful inspection fixed upon a point on the west side, which appeared to 

be feast difficult of access, proceeded to construct a battery opposite to it ; but 

before a practicable breach could be effected the people had entered into 

negotiations with the Aumil for the surrender of the place, on condition of 

being permitted to retire unmolested. AVith the concurring opinion of the 

Aumil I was induced to grant ^eir request, from a Conviction that an attempt 

to storm would, even if succe^ful, be attended with most severe loss, whilst 

the enemy would on bur gaining the breach have been able to effect their 

escape with perfect impunity, from the insufficiency of our numbers to surround 

the place so as to cut off their retreat. They were therefore allowed to quit 

the place by the opposite side, which they did about eleven o’clock this 

morning, to the number of neaiiy two hundred men, and it was immediately 

taken possession of An examination of the defences of the place afforded me 

reason to congratulate myself on having obtained possession in this manner. 

These defences consisted in a triple row of bamboos, each closely interwoven, 
with a broad and deep ditch between each row, whilst every inch of ground 
within the enclosure was of a nature to be disputed with that advantage to the 
inhabitants which a knowledge of its strength conferred. It is witli much 
concern 1 have to report, tlrat in the execution of this service one sepoy was 
killed and the Jemadar of artillery severely wounded. I have not been able to 
ascertain the loss sustained by our opponents : report says they had five killed. 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to bear testimony to the good conduct 
of the whole detachment on this occasion. 

Agreeably to your instructions I propose moving to-morrow morning towards 
Puttee, for the purpose of co-operating with Mr. Lowther. 

1 have, ficc. 

Camp, near Gopaulpore, (Signed) J. Rownsom, 

0th March 1815. Lieutenant, commanding Detachment. 


To J. Baiilie, Esq , Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir; 

1 request you will communicate, as speedily as possible, the contents of the 
accompanying letter, which I have just received from Mr. Lowther, roy 
assistant on deputation at Unglee, to his Excellency the Vizier, and that you 
will prevail upon him to allow one of the companies at present with Lieutenant 
Robinson to co-operate with Mr. Lowther for the purpose mentioned in that 
address. 


Letter 

from Magistrate ot 
Jouiipore. 


1 have, &c. 

Zilhih, Jounpore, (Signed) R. O ^ynne, 

6th March 1815. Magistrate, 


'Jo 
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Be<«ga( Political 
Camtultations, 
58 Mar. 18IS. 

Letter 

from Awiatant- 
Magistrate of 
Jounpore. 


To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Mi^istrate, Zillah Jounpore. 

Sir ; • , , 

1. In continuation of my reply to your letter of the Sd instant, I beg leave 
to state that 1 perfectly coincide with you in the opinion, that the military 
detachment now here under the command of Lieutenant Burton should be 
returned to its duties at Jounpore as soon as circumstances will possibly admit 
of it, taking into consideration the responsibility and heavy charge of the 
jaiUguards, as now pei formed by common Burkundauzes. 


3. As it would appear that no additional military force can at present be 
spared from Benares, I think it would be highly advantageous to the service I 
am employed in, if you could have orders given for the troops now in the 
neighbourhood to co-operate with me (a detachment of two companies of the 
Second Regiment Native Infantry with guns, under the command of Lieutenant 
Robinson, are at Aldemow, a purgunnah in his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier’s dominions, distant only eight coss), since 1 am inclined .to think 
that his Excellency would have no hesitation in allowing one of* the companies 
to be stationed at Puttee, as from the instructions I have had the honour to 
receive from yon, I am directed to co-operate with his officers in assisting in 
the apprehension of his delinquent Zemindars who have taken refuge in this 
district ; and the Vakeel from HaBz Alee Khan, the Nawaub t^izier’s Aumil 
at purgunnah Aldemow, having yesterday presented a list of*the defaulting 
Zemindars, it is my intention to give the requisite orders and assistance for their 
apprehension as soon as 1 have arranged matters more immediately connected 
with my deputation. * 


I may add to the above, that the very rebels I am now endeavouring to get hold 
of act in concert with his Excellency’s Zemindars, and have contimially given 
protection to his refractory subjwts, as I have alrea<ly stated to you in a former 
letter, and it is very evident that securing these chiefs and their adherents will 
likewise greatly contribute to the peace and tranquillity of his Excellency’s 
I'rontier territory. 

4. In conclusion, 1 i)eg leave to suggest that you will make an application 
to the Resident at Lucknow to request that orders may be given that one of the 
companies at Aldemow be ordered to Puttee; and in the event of this meeting 
the approbation of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, the company now here 
under the command of Lieutenant Burton may be withdrawn and return to 
take the duties at Jounpore. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp, Puttee, (Signed) W. Lowthbr, 

4th March 1815. Assistant Magistrate on Deputation. 

P. S. If Lieutenant Robinson were directed to co-operate generally with me, 
upon any application 1 might find it necessary to make, the measure might be 
attended with advantage. 

True copy : 

(Signed) R. O. Wynne, 

Magistrate. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The mtk June 18 Id. 

To the Uoaourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council. 
Honourable Sir : 

I have the lionour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed 
duplicate of a letter which 1 addressed to the Secretary to Government in the 
Secret and Political Department on the 29th May last 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie. 

10th June 1815. Resident. 


ToJ. Adam,Esq., Secretary toGovermnent in the Secret and Political Department 
Sir: 

1. I deem it to be my duty to lay before you, for the notice and consideration 
of the Governor-General, some circumstances which have been brought to my 
knowledge, and some conjectures which have arisen in my mind respecting the 
purposes of his Excellency the Vizier, connected with the deputation of bis 
Ministers to wait on his Lordship at Futtygurh, independent of those objects 
which are specified in his Excellency’s paper of requests. 

2. I have observed with concern and anxiety, during a period of two or three 
months, the gradual diminution of the influence of the Minister, Moatumud- 
ood-Dowlah, and also of that of the Dew'an, over the mind of his Excellency 
the Vizier. 1 have ascribed this unfortunate decline to two or three principal 
causes, in addition to that natural jealousy which is ever known to subsist among 
the courtiers of an Indian prince, and which induces the servants out of power 
to seek the destruction of favourites by every artifice and device. 

3. Shortly after the appointment of the Ministers, they were naturally enough, 
though most insidiously, represented to his Excellency the Vizier by some 
designing persons around him as the servants of the British Government rather 
than his own, as having been appointed, in fact, by the Governor-General, 
receiving their kbillats from his hand, and as pledged by that appointment to 
accomplish all such objects as our Government might propose to them for 
the furtherance of its own interests, without regard to the advantage of their 
master. The early effect of this insinuation on the mind of his Excellency the 
Vizier was probably to occasion a distrust of his Excellency’s Ministers, and dis- 
incline him to receive their suggestions, from an idea that they were dictated 
by our Government ; while, on the other hand, this idea may have induced him, 
from apprehension rather than on conviction, to acquiesce in their suggestions for 
a time ; and thus the temporary success of their administration may be accounted 
for in a satisfactory manner, without weakening the grounds of the supposition 
that the Vizier was indisposed to their measures very recently after their 
appointment. 

4. My negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier for a second loan of money 
to the Company, which Moatumud-ood-Dowlah assisted most zealously, fonned 
an argument to his enemies in support of the base insinuation above" noticed, 
which they used with considerable effect, by representing the loan as a robbery 
committed on his Excellency’s treasury by the Minister at my instigation. 

5. The reform of the Vizier’s administration, which bis Excellency originally 
acquiesced in with apparent cordiality and readiness, and of which the Ministers 
are the principal instruments, has of late been exhibited to his Excellency as a 
mean of circumscribing his power, and increasing the expenses of bis govern- 
ment without auy advantage to himself. 

6. That odious engine of oppression in the hands of an Indian sovereign, 
the department of Akhbar, or Intelligence, more properly a system of espion- 
age, which pervaded every district of this country as well as its Capital and 

8 L Court 


Bengal Political 
Consultationti, 
28 June 1815. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 




Bengal Political 
Con^LiUutioii$» 

June 1815. 
Letttr 

fronillesidenf at 
Lucknow. 


Court during the life time of the late Vizier, and formed a ground fortlie daily 
imprisomnent of some subject or servant of his Government, with a view to con- 
hscalion or forfeiture, hud been utterly abolished in the Capital on the accession 
of the present Vizier, and its universal abolition or supersession by the arrange- 
ments of police in the interior, which formed a principal branch of the reform, 
had been frequently sugi»ested to his Excellency an<l pressed on the consideration 
of his Ministers, as indispensable, in my judgment, not only to the happiness of 
the people, but to the peace of the sovereign’s mind. The expense of it alone 
is nearly equal to that of an efficient police ; and the channels of corruption 
and oppression which it opens, by encouraging false accusations and creating 
suspicion and distrust, are destructive of every virtue in the people, as well as 
of the security of their persons and property, and of the peace and happiness of 
their ruler. 


7 . The Vizier has been led to believe by some designing persons around him 
who are jealous of the Minister’s influence, that the object of the abolition of 
this department is to increase the Minister’s power, by circumscribing his Ex- 
cellency’s means ofobtainiiig intelligence of his proceedings, and of the conduct 
of the Nazims and Tehsildurs, as well as the subordinate officers of his Excel- 
lency’s houscliold and Court, and the revival of a department of intelligence, 
or rather a system of espionage, conducted by the Minister’s enemies under 
the especial patronage of his JCxcellency, bids fair for the total subversio.n of 
the Minister's influence and authority over every branch of the administration, 
whicli his abseqcc on the deputation to Futtygurh will probably tend to 
accelerate. 


8. Ilis Excellency has, I fear, been encouraged to those measures of opposi- 
tion to the Minister, by insinuations, on the part of his enemies, that he is no 
longer regarded l)y the Governoi-Gcneral with that degree of favour and confi- 
dence which his Lordship originally reposed in him, and that his Lordship’s 
refusal of those observances of respect and consideration for the Minister which 
were shown to his piedecessors in office is to be ascribed, in a principal degree, 
to a change in his Lordship’s sentiments with regard to Moutumud-ood-Dowlah, 
which his enemies pretend to have been occasioned by complaints that have 
reached the Governor-General since his Lordship's arrival at Futtygurh. 

9 . Of the falsehood of all those complaints the Vizier must be perfectly satis- 
fied, and in all probability knows that the actual instigators of the complaints are 
t!ie persons who have long been endeavouring to poison bis mind against the 
Minister. Yet the fickleness of his Excellency's disposition and the weakness of 
his understanding, 1 fear, are such as daily to subject him to the influence of the 
most flimsy artifices and dcsigtis, by persons as unworthy of his confidence, or 
even of admission to his presence, as their purposes are hostile I0 his happiness 
and to the interests of his Government and ours. 


10. The consequence of the practices of those persons is already apparent, to 
the extent of liis Excellency’s total disregard of some useful suggestions by the 
Minister on several jioints of refoim, more paitieularly the department of 

and his Exccllencv’s recent employincnl of some persons to subordinate offices, 
w'iio arc koowii to be inimical to the Minister, in the room of others displaced, 
who were originally appointed at his suggestion. ' / 

1 1. The departure of the deputation to Futtygurh is reported to be the signal 
for the dismiabion t)f eveiy officer that remains who has a share of the Minister’s 
confidence, and the appointment of his enemies in their room, for the purpose, 
as is stated, of impeding, as well as of bringing into discredit, tlie whole of the 
measures of reform, which may in consequence hereafter be branded as 
inefficient and productive of loss of revenue to the Vizier, by reason of the 
mismanagement of liis oflieer.s, dining the absence of the Minister and Dewan. 
riiis measure, it is said, will be follow eti, if it have not been already preceded, 
by the secret deputation of an agent on the part of his Excellency the 
Vizier to convey itis complaints against the Ministers, and perhaps against 
me for sujipouing them, to the ear of the Governor-General, who is 
falsely reported and believed, on the ground of some former occurrences, to be 

unfa- 
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unfavourably disposed towards me. The support which I have thought myself 
at liberty to afford to tl)e Minister and Dewan has never extended beyond 
advice on suci) public affairs of the administration as they themselves have sub> 
inittetl for my consideration, or answers to such questions from the Vizier as Iiis 
Excellency has put to me respecting tiiem. 

12. Having thus, as concisely as possible, described to you, for his Lord- 
ship’s information, the view which I take with reluctance, though I consider it 
as unquestionably a just one, of the state of intrigues at this Court, it is needless 
and raiglit be considered presumptuous, to offer any suggestions to his Lordship 
on the propriety of checking those intrigues, or the most effectual method of 
doing so. I foresee, on the one hand, from their success, the total subversion 
of the reform with the disgrace and dismission of the Ministers, and the destruc- 
tion of the British influence in Oude during the remainder of the reign of this 
Nawaub ; and I augur, on the other hand, from their failure, by the counte- 
nance and favour to be publicly shewn to the Ministers during their attendance 
on the Governor-General, and by such other more effectual measures as his 
Lordship’s wisdom may suggest, the successful conduct of the reform, and of 
the general administration of this Government under the influence of the 
British counsels, which should always, I think, be maintained, as conducive 
not only to the advantage of the British interests in this country, but also, in an 
eminent degree, to the happiness of the people of Oude and to the true interests 
of their Sovereign. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

29 th May 181.5. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 4//* Julif 1815. 

Tothc Honourable N. B. Edmonslone, Esq., Vice-PiesidentinCouncil, &c.&c.&c. 
Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed duplicate 
of a despatch which I have this day addressed to tlie Secretary to Government in 
the Seciet and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batllie, 

21st June, 181.5. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Es(j., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1. I have this d.ny received from the Vizier, and transmitted to the Persian 
Secretary, a letter addressed by his Excellency to the Right Honourable the 
Governor- General, requesting his Lordship’s sanction ol the abolition of that 
part of the new system of assessment and collection of the levenue in his Excel- 
lency’s dominions, which provides for a commission to the Tchsililars in lieu of 
the charges of collection. 

2. His Excellency did me the honour to transmit to me a di aft of his letter 
to the Governor-General in a letter to my own address, a translation of 
which, and a copy of my answer to it, are enclosed. The letter to the Governor- 
General, however, was received for transmission to his Lordship before I had 
time to prepare a communication of my sentiments regarding it ; and I ascribe this 
sudden resolution the Vizier to an apprehension excited in his mind by some 
designing persons around him, of my remonstrating against the tenor of his 
letter, and the tendency of the proposition which it conveys to fmstrate the 
reform of his Government. 


Bengal Political 
CoiihultatioDii, 
28 June 1815. 

I.ettiT 

from Ht'vident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultation*', 

4. July 1816. 

Letter 

from Uebident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


3. My 
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PditicitI 3. My dMp&tch of tbe 25 U 1 ulehno will bflnre pnepaiwl the nn»d of tb« 
Oovemor-OefflWi^ far the chan^ in th« eounsda of tbe Viaier wrkidi hw ledi to 
. ojMiEHa. pred^nt pro|>osffi6iii. The succmful Gondiict of the reibrin ia» ia my mad, 
Letter utterly itnpraeticable, under the intlueaee of tbe pernkteus counsds by wbkh 
from Krsident art riie Vizier is guided at present; but aeao-y attempt upo» lo-y part to counteract 
Liickntnr. j|jg influence of those counsels, during the absence of bis Excellency's Ministers 
would not only be futile and vain, but would also appear to be incompattble with 
tbe rules of conduct prescribed to me in yonr despatch of the 1 2th November 
last, I have deemed it to be my duty to refrain from offering any advice to ins 
Excellency on the subject of his letter to the Governor-General, or the tendency 
of the proposal which it conveys. 

4. My Opinion on tlie <jue»tion at issue is favourable to tlie continimnce of 
tho Comniissicm of ton per centum on the revenue, in lieu of tbe cl>arges of' 
collection for a period of two or three years, till tlie revenue sliall be perma- 
nently settled and security for tlie payment of it obtained from the landholders 
or possessors of estates, so as to supersede the security of tbe Tehsildars, 
which is one of the principal objects of granting them a commission on the 
revenue. Another advantage, however, is that of insuring their zeal and fidelity 
in the proper assessment of their districts, with a view to their own interest, 
which is involved in the benefit of the State, arising from the increase of its 
revenue on the one hand, and on the other in a due consideration of tbe rights 
of the several landholders, since an over-assessment of the lands would preclude 
the realization of the revenue, and subject the Tehsildars, or their sureties, 
to make good the amount of the defalcations arising from the inability of the 
landholders to fulfil their engagements with the State. 

5. The measure proposed by the Vizier to be substituted for the appointment 
of Tehsildars enjoying a commission on the revenue, is that recently adopted 
in our territory, of employing revenue officers, with a salary and establishment 
of subordinates in the immediate pay of the Government. This measure may 
probably answer in the course of a few years in his Excellency’s territory as in 
ours, when the security of the revenue shall be otherwise provided for in the 
manner above explained ; but at present I foresee the result of the arrangement 
proposed by his Excellency to be that of an c.xtraordinary defalcation in the 
early instalments of the revenue for the ensuing Fusly year, and a recurrence to 
the system of farming, as in the time of the late Vizier. 

6. A modification of the present system of Tehsildaree, might be suggested 
for the satisfaction of the Vizier, with a view to diminish the loss which his 
Excellency has been induced to complain of, without duly appreciating the 
benefits which the system in reality affords, and by which the loss is counter- 
balanced. His Excellency has been subjected to some loss this year by the con- 
tinued maintenance and increase of a large Sebundee force in the several districts 
of his dominions, which the removal of our troops from the interior, in conse- 
quence of the war against Nepaul, has hitherto rendered indispensable, and 
which might otherwise have been greatly reduced, or the expense of it transferred 
to the Tehsildars. A considerable reduction of the number of this description 
of force may be effected without any delay, in the case of his Excellency’s 
being furnished with the usual quota of our troops for the support of the autho- 
rity of his officers; and a number of districts in his dominions, those contiguous, 
for example, to the capital, and to all the stations of Zillahdars, might be rendered 
hoozoof tuhseel, and ihe duties of assessment and collection peiformed by the 
Zillahdars and their deputies, without any commission on the revenue, or other 
additional expense to the present establishment of the Zillahs ; thus saving, in 
all probability, one-fourth, at the least, of the commission, which bis Excellency 
has eatimated in his letter at ten or twelve lacs of rupees. 

7 . The expense of tbe department of Akhlar too, most unprofitable and 
itnurious as it is (destructive, indeed, I may say, of the good government 
of the country and of tbe comfort and happiness of the people) might with 
great propriety be saved ; and, on the whole, 1 do not hesitate to affirm, that tlie 
experience of another year of the new system of administration to be exercised by 
the present Ministers, under the influence of my suggestion and advice, uncon- 
trolled 
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'trolled by the pernicioas designs of the Vizier’s present advisers, would serve 
to satisfy his Excellency’s mind of the eminent advantages arising from tiie 
system which our Government recommended to him, and which he is now 
labouring to counteract. 

I have,&c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

2l8t June 1815. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 20th of June 1815.) 

At this time I have prepared a draft of a letter which I propose to address to 
my respected uncle, the Governor-General, on the subject of the abolition of 
the commission of ten per centum on the revenue as the charge of collection, 
and I transmit the draft for your perusal. Do you, from motives of friendship, 
represent this matter to his Lordship, in such a manner as you think proper, with 
a view to the accomplishment of my object ; and if you consider your own 
representation to be sufficient for the purpose, it is unnecessary for me to write 
on the subject, because your writing will suffice : but if you deem it advisable, 
I shall prepare a letter in the terms of the draft, and send it to you for transmis- 
sion to his Lordship. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 21st of June 1815.) 

1 have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated the llth of 
Rujeeb, 1230 Hijjuree (20th June) conveying a draft of a letter which your 
Excellency proposes to address to his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, and desiring a communication of my sentiments on the 
practicability of the arcomplishment of your Excellency’s wish to abolish the 
commission of ten per centum on the revenue of your dominions as the charge 
of collection, from the commencement of the ensuing Fusly year. 

Your Excellency needs not to be assured of my cordial desire to promote the 
advantage of your Government and the accomplishment of your personal 
views. I am ready to represent to the Governor-General whatever your Excel- 
lency may desire, and to solicit his Lordship’s acquiescence in any proposal 
that you may make to him. But as the abolition of the commission on the 
revenue, though it may appear simple and easy to your Excellency, is in my 
mind a question of great importance and requiring the maturest deliberation, 
it seems to me to be proper that you should write to his Lordship on the 
subject ; and as the tenor of the draft which you have sent to me appears to 
be perfectly unexceptionable, I shall transmit it to his Lordship without delay, 
and with an earnest recommendation of the subject of it to his Lordsiiip’s most 
serious consideration. 

With regard, however, to the loss of so very large a sum as ten or twelve 
lacs of rupees of the revenue of your Excellency’s dominions during the 
present year, in consequence of the newly established commission of ten per 
centum to the Tehsildars in lieu of the charges of collection, it occurs to 
me to suggest to your Excellency that the accurate mode of ascertaining the 
true extent of the loss which has arisen from tliis arrangement is a comparison 
of the actual receipts of revenue into your Excellency’s treasury for the 
current year, after deducting the commission of ten per centum, with the 
actual receipts of last year, when the system of collection was different. If 
the difference arising from that comparison shall appear to be the sum which 
your Excellency has stated, or shall approach to that amount, there can be no 
doubt of your Excellency’s having sustained the loss which you describe ; but 
if the actual receipts of the present year, after deducting the commission of 
ten per centum, shall be found equal to the receipts of last year, or shall fall 
short of them only in a degree which may be satisfactorily accounted for by the 
employment of a large proportion of the quota of British troops usually 
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stationed in your Excdlency’s dominions in the war against Nq»ul,. or by- the 
late introduction of the new §ystem of assessment and collection of the revenue 
into your Excellency’s territory^ neither of which causes can be expected to 
operate in future, in this case 1 humbly conceive that your Excellency’s calcu- 
lation of the loss arising from the new system will not only be found to be 
erroneoQs, but that the advantages to arise from it in future will be impressed 
oil your Excellency’s mind, so as to supersede all remarks upon my part. 
Nevertheless, as the gratification of your Excellency’s mind is the chief object 
of my desire, I merely await the receipt of your Excellency's letter to his 
Lordship’s address, to forward it, with my recommendation of ks contents, 
to bis early and favourable consideration. 


A true copy ; 


(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 

Resident.. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The \%th July 1815. 

To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Cliief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable tlic 
Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed this, day, by 
command of his Excellency the Governor-General, to the Resident at Lucknow, 
in reply to his despatch of the 21st instant, togetlicr with copies of the letter 
from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, dated the 23d instant, and of his 
Lordship's reply of this date. 

1 have, &c. 

Fttttygurb, (Signed) J. Adam, 

26th June 1815. Secrctarv to the Government. 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 23d of June 1815.) 

As your Lordship is graciously pleased to take a cordial interest in all my 
affairs, I deem it to be my duty to apprize you of wbatci'er is productive of benefit 
or loss to me. I accordingly proceed to inform your Lordship, that by the 
introduction of the system of reform the sum of ten or twelve lacs of rupees has 
this year been deducted from the amount of the collections, on account of the 
commission of ten per cent, payable to the Tebsildars : other charges have also 
been incurred on account of the employment of an extra number of troops in 
the districts. The deduction on account of the ten per cent, commission must 
be considered to be a dead loss. Your Lordship never did, nor ever can approve 
of any arrangement which is productive of loss to me ; and moreover, the com- 
mission of ten percent on the collections has been abolished itt the Honourable 
(/ompany’s dumtnions. It appears to me expedient, therefore, that this 
commission should be abolished from the Fusly year 1223, by which means I 
should no longer have to sustain the loss in question. In lieu of the commission, 

1 propose to grant a fixed allowance to the officers employed in making the 
collections, as is done in the Honourable Company’s dominions. Your Lord- 
ship will no doubt approve of this plan. Be pleased, therefore, to signify your 
approbation, that I may proceed to issue the necessary orders to my officers, 
and thereby effect an annual saving of ten or twelve lacs of rupees. I shall 
expect your Lordship’s favourable answer. 


A true translation 


, J, G. SwiKTOir, 

'eriian ^cretary to the Gorerttor-General. 
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To his Excellency the Nawenb' Vizier, (Written the S6th June 1815.) l^-ngai Politwar 

Coiuultatium, 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter. (Recapitulate i” "luiy 
that received fiSd instant.) 

Your Excellency’s recurrence to ray advice and opinion, in this case, is a »•» 

source of satisfaction to me, as demonstrating the just sense entertained by 
your Excellency, of the principles on which the refonn should be prosecuted, 
namely, with the perfect concurrence and onaainaity of the two States, wltose 
interest in its success is equal. 

Your Excellency does me justice in believing that I never dkl, nor ever can, 
approve of any arrangement productive of loss to you ; and in the genuine 
spirit of that sentiment, I proceed to convey to your Excellency my opinion ou 
the point on whkhyou have desired it. 

Yom- Excellency’s proposition for abolishing the commission of ten per cent, 
on the revenues now receivetl by the Tebsildars, and for assigning fixed 
salaries to those officers, being professedly founded on the establishment of that 
system in the Honourable Company’s provinces, it is proper to inform your 
Excellency that the system in question was not introduced into these provinces 
until they had been some years in the possession of the British Government, and 
considerable progress had been made in ascertaining their resources, and fixing 
the principles on which the settlement of the revenue should he made. 

Until those objects were accomplished, the Tehsiklars received, as under 
your Excellency’s Government, a commission of ten per cent, on the revenues, 
m lieu of charges and establishments of all descriptions. This mode of payment 
was recommended by its superior advantages in stimulating the exertions of 
' the Tehsildars to increase the public revenues, by which their just profits 
would be proportionably augmented ; in restraining them from exacting more 
than was justly due from the landholders, by which their profits would be 
diminished and themselves responsible for the failure in the punctual realization 
of the revenues consequent to such exactions ; and in enabling the Govern- 
ment, by their means, to arrive at a knowledge of the real value of the lands, 
which must obviously be the foundation of a just and advantageous settlement. 

This mode of payment was also found to be in other respects convenient, in the 
introduction of' a new settlement, before the actual extent and cost of the 
necessary establishments could be practically ascertained. 

Our experience of the advantages of this system occasioned the recommen- 
dation by the British Government of its adoption by your Excellency ; and the 
same experience justifies the belief, that when the objects of its adoption shall be 
accomplished, a recurrence to the plan now proposed by your Excellency will 
be found not only unobjectionable, but expedient. For the reasons stated, I 
cannot hesitate in recommending to your Exceliencj’ to persevere in the present 
plan, until the time shall arrive when the proposed arrangement can be expe- 
diently substituted for it. 


It is probable that the experience of even one year after the present system 
shall have been fairly put in operation, would satisfy your Excellency that no 
defalcation did actually arise from the source to which it is now imputed. By 
perseverance in this and the other arrangements, recommended to your Excel- 
lency by the British Government, by reposing a just confidence in your Minis- 
ters and revenue officers, and discountenancing and disregarding the insidious 
and unfounded insinuations and charges to which their exertions in your service 
must unavoidably expose them, and by a cordial and frank recurrence to the 
advice of the British Government and its representative at your Court, on all 
occasions of doubt or difficulty, I entertain a full persuasion of the success of 
the reform, and the consequent augmentation and security of your Excellency’s 
revenues, and the prosperity of your administration in all its branches. 

For further communications on the subject of this letter 1 refer your Excel- 
lency to Major Bailiie. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Adau, 

Secretary to the Government. 





688 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal Political 
ConcultationB, 
18 July 1815. 

Letter 

fren Secretary t< 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
CoMiiultations, 

"Z Aug. 1815. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lnckiion . 


Letter 

from llesident at 
I.ucknow. 


To Major Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 81st 
instant : a translation of the letter from his Excellency the Vizier to the Go\er- 
vor-General, transmitted in your letter of the same date to the Persian Secretary, 
has also been laid before his Lordship. 

S. The Govemur-Geaeral has deemed h proper to address a letter to the 
Vizier in reply, in the terms of the enclosed English draft. His Lordship s 
letter will be transmitted to you by Mr. Swinton, and you will be pleased to 
deliver it to the Vizier at such period as you may judge most expedient with 
reference to its object. 

3. It is scarcely necessary to add any thing in the form of direct instructions 
to yourselfi as the course of representation and argument to be employed in cun* 
ference with the Vizier on the subject is suDiciently indicated by the tenor of 
the Governor-General’s letter. 

4. His Lordship has not judged it expedient to offer to the Vizier any direct 
advice for the abolition of the system or Akhbar, described in your despatch, 
since his Lordship apprehends that even if his Excellency were, in compliance 
with the declared opinions of the Governor-General, to alwlish it in form, there 
is no means of effectually extinguishing it, while, as is to be feared, a secret dis- 
position to encourage a practice so congenial to the habits ant} principles of 
Native Princes, and to the personal character of the Vizier, remains in his 
E.vcellency’s breast. 

5. The reference to this subject in the Governor-General’s letter is, however, 
sudiciently plain to afford you an opportunity of setting before his Excellency 
the evils of such a system, and its incompatibility with any wise and salutary 
principles of Government. Such a representation his Lordship desires you will 
make. If his Excellency, contrary to expectation, shall appear to be sensible of 
the justice of it, you will consider yourself at liberty to encourage the disposition, 
and to prevail on him to abolish it altogether. 

I have, &c. 

Futtygurh, (Signed) J. Adam, 

26th June 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The Id August 1815. 

To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed duplicate 
of a letter which 1 have this day addressed to the Secretary to Government in 
the Secret and Political Department. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bailue. 

18th July 1815. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Poliiical 

Department. 

1. His Excellency the Vizier’s counsels appear to have fluctuated almost 
daily since the despatch of my letter to your address under date the 8th instan . 
On the 9th the Ministers were .admitted into the Presence, and the verba 
explanations of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, combined with his formal acquiescence 
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in.the rules which were prescribed to him by the Vizier, seemed not only to 
have obviated all the doubts that had arisen in his. Excellency's mind regarding 
the past, but to afford a promise of renewed and increasing confidence in 
both his Ministers for the future. 

S. Moaturoud'ood-Dowlah called on me on Monday the 10th instant, and I 
took that opportunity of explaining to him the purport of Lord Moira^s letter 
to the Vizier dated the S6th ultimo, regarding the continuance of the commis- 
sion on the revenue in lieu of the charges of collection. The Minister 
advised the delivery of this letter without delay, and promised to prepare his 
£xceilency*s mind for receiving it on the following morning# 

3. I presented the letter to his Excellency on Tuesday the th instant, at 
a conference holden at the Residency. I explained to him at considerable 
length the grounds of Lord Moira's advice regarding the continuance of the 
commission to Tehsildars. I endeavoured to satisfy his Excellency’s mind 
that no loss, but on the contrary an advantage, would arise to him from a 
persistence in the arrangement in question, and in all the other measures of 
reform, in the case of their being conducted with my concurrence ; and I 
hinted, in friendly and delicate terms, at the interruption of the efficient 
progress of those measures during the absence of his Excellency’s Ministers, 
and the causes of that interruption, particularly the revival of the Alchbar, 
which had suspended the realization of the revenues by weakening the autho- 
rity of the Nazims, and been attended with other pernicious effects. But I 
added my sanguine expectation of the removal of all those obstacles to the 
successful progress of the reform, in consequence of the return of the 
Ministers, who would now resume the duties of their stations as usual, and in 
occasional consultation with me. 

4 . His Excellency acknowledged his conviction that the Governor-General 
had advised him for the best, agreed to continue the commission for some time 
longer, observed that there was no necessity for a written reply to his Lord- 
ship’s letter, and stated, as a reason for not replying to it, his desire that some 
portions of the contents of it should be concealed from the knowledge of his 
Ministers. “ They will both attend you,” said his Excellency, “ as heretofore. 
« Do you tell Rajah Dya-Krishen to prepare and submit the accounts of the 
“ revenue without any delay, and give him and Moatumud-ood-Dowlah such 
“ further advice as you think proper verbally ; but there is no occasion to 
“ shew them this letter, nor to give them any instructions in writing.” I 
replied, that 1 should continue as formerly to give my advice to the Ministers 
on such points as they might refer for my consideration, and I should leave it 
to his Excellency to communicate to them such parts of the Governor- 
General’s letter as his Excellency might think necessary for their guidance* 

5. From the 11th till the 14th instant I had no communication with the 
Ministers. On the 12th I was sorry to learn that they were again in some 
degree of disgrace, and that his Excellency had forbidden all his courtiers, as 
well as the subordinate officers of his Government and household, and even the 
Cutwal of the city and Sirdars and Risalaltdars of his troops, from waiting on 
Moatumud-ood-Dowlah or paying any respect to him whatever. This report I 
should not have believed, if some written orders to the Nazims, under the seal 
of his Excellency the Vizier, forbidding their obedience to the Ministers, had 
not previously been brought to my notice ; and if two respectable natives, 
dependants of the British Government, namely, Tujummool Hoosein Khan 
and Ekram Oolla Khan, had not addressed me on the subject directly to report 
the orders they had received, prohibiting their attendance on Moatumud-ood- 
Dowlah as a source of public disorder. Under the influence of these circum- 
stances combined, I could no longer hesitate to consider the functions of the 
Ministers as at an end ; and I was accordingly about to prepare a report on the 
subject to you for the Governor-General’s information, when towards the 
evening of the 13th instant, I understood that the Ministers, and especially 
Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, were again in favour with the Vizier, and employed 
hy his Excellency to detect the supposed malversations in offee of some 
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6. On the morning of the 14>th instant the Ministers waited on me by desire 

fioHi Excellency the Vizier, and I had a long conversation with them on the 

' *LucImo^.* ** subject of the progress of the reform^ the realization of the baUlnoes of revenue 
for the current Fusly year, and the probability of advantage or loss from the 
continuance of the commission to Tehsildarsin lieu of the charges of collection. 

7. The Ministers declared to me, what I knew before to be the case, that 
the reform- had proceeded most successfully till the tirtie of their departure to 
Futtygurh, that art advantageous settlement of the revenue had been concluded 
in most of the districts, that security had been obtained from the Tehsildars for 
the largest instalment of the revenue, and that a great deal more had been 
realized at the end of the month of llysaack than had ever been known in the 
country at that period of the year, when an unhappy change in the counsels of 
their Sovereign had served to disconcert all their proceedings, to weaken their 
authority over every subordinate officer in every department of the State, to 
suspend the realization of the revenue, and ultimately to produce a state of 
things which it was unnecessary for them to explain to me, since I must be 
awaie of the cessation of their functions and of their total want of authority 
to control any branch of the administration. Rajah Dya>Krishen added, 
however, that notwithstanding all those impediments to the successful progress 
of the reform, the actual receipts into the treasury for the current Fusly year 
would still be found to be equal to those of the preceding year, and that the 
receipts of this year would have been greater, it the abolition of the system 
of Akhbar had allowed to the Nazims and Tehsildars the efficient exercise of 
that authority committed to them by the regulations of our Government, as 
originally introduced into Oude ; but that, for a period of nearly two months, 
the authority of those officers had been weakened, and their personal appre- 
hensions excited, by the corrupt practices of the news-writers, so as to 
suspend the collections entirely, and to leave large balances of revenue in the 
hands of a number of the landholders, which the Tehsildars were afraid to 
demand, and for which they and their sureties must be responsible or the loss 
be incurred by the State. 

8. I stated in general terms to the Ministers the pftrpOfl of the Govemor- 
General’s letter, in answer to his Excellency the Vizier's, on the subject of the 
commission on the revenue. I mentioned hiS Lordship’s opinion, in perfect 
coincidence with my own, on the tendency of the system of AJehhar, and its 
inconsistency with the success of tire reform or with any salutary principle of 
Government. I expressed a confident hope that the friendly suggestions on 
this subject, which were contained in the Governor-Generafs letter to the 
Vizier, the explanations which 1 had offered to hiS Excellency and the 
occasional representations of the Ministers at proper seasons to their So- 
vereign, would impress his Excellency with a conviction of the necessity 
of abolishing a system so manifestly injurious to the good government 
of bis country, the due realization of his revenue, the peace of his 
own mind, and the general happiness of his subjects. That, in the mean- 
time, 1 had reason to believe that his Excellency had departed, on conviction, 
from the wish which he entertained and expressed of suspending the commis- 
sion on the revenue. That this conviction in his mind would be necessarily 
confirmed by an inspection and comparison of the revenue accounts of the 
last and current years, which the Dewan should prepare and submit to him with 
the least practicable delay and that, after the adjustment of those accounts. 

It seemed expedient to suggest to his Excellency, as a prelude to the abolition 
of the Akhbar^ to review the conduct and proceedings of all his Nazims and 
Tehsildars, to determine who were worthy of his confidence, to continue in 
office those alone who had merited his entire approbation and to strengthen 
their authority for the future, to remove every officer who had displeased him, 
and thus to put an end to all suspicion, and to supersede the necessity for 
those checks which his Excellency had recently thought proper to establish 
over his Nazims and Tehsildars. 

9. The 
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0. The Miatster»eoilciHTedin« the propriety of atithdSttggiMtions which 1 
offereol } and as Moatiunudrood-Dowlah was lo wait upon his ExceUency in 
the evening, it was agreed that he should submit the purport of our conversa- 
tion to his Excellency, with the view of preparing his mind for a renewal of 
it with me in the morhing, when 1 was to breakfkst with his Excellency 
as usual. 
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10. Before proceeding to the palace, on Saturday the 15th instant, I 
received a message from Moaiumud-oodrDowlah to this effect : that he had 
repeated to his j^ceilency the Vizier the purport of my discourse to the 
Ministers on the subject of the arrangements to be adopted for the ensuing 
Fusly year, and particularly on the a^lition of the Akhbar. That his Excel- 
lency seemed determined to maintain this department at all hazards, and was 
apparently so much displeased at the suggestion of its abolition, and the 
arguments which 1 furnished against it, and which the Minister repeated to 
his Excellency, as to express himself with irritation in these words: “ If such 
“ be the result of your conferences with the Resident, the seldomer you go to 
“ him the better. You wish to deprive me of the only means of information 
“ that I possess regarding the proceedings of my officers and subjects. There 
“ was the other day an affray in one of the districts, as also a robbery and 
“ murder, and but for the news-writer 1 should have known nothing of the 
“ matter. The Akhbar is an ancient and useful department, and it is my 
** pleasure to maintain it as formerly.** 

1 1. With a knowledge of this determination in the mind of his Excellency liit 
Vizier, it would obviously have been useless for me, as well as inconsistent with the 
spirit of my instructions, conveyed by your despatch of the 26th ultimo, to renew 
my instances with his Excellency for the abolition of the system of A kkbnr , 
and I resolved to restrict my endeavours to the mitigation of its pernicious 
effects, bv persuading his Excellency of the necessity of supporting the authonty 
of the lehsildars during the critical season of collection, and suspending the 
operation of his orders on such papers of intelligence as were brought before 
him. till the balances ot revenue should he realized, and an investigation of tlit 
various circumstances to be reported by the news-writers could take place. 

12. At our conference of the 15th instant, accordingly, after presenting to 
hb Excellency au acknowledgment tor the sum of twenty-three lacs of rupees, 
the payment of whicii into the treasury had been completed on tlie 8th instant, 

1 related briery to his Excelleacy the leading points of the conversation which 
had passed between his Ministers and me. I stated Rajah Dya-Kri''hen s 
acknowledgment of there being large balances of revenue due by the iaiul- 
holders in several districts, and his explanation of the causes of those balances * 
that the Nazims and Tehsildars were afraid to enforce their demands, however 
just, against the landholders, by reason of the corrupt practices of the news- 
writers, who were bribed by the defaulting Zemindars to represent the demands 
against them as oppressive, and whose false or exaggerated reports were acted on 
without the smallest investigation, so as to weaken the hands of the Nazims 
and subordinate collectors of revenue, and bring their authority over the 
landholders into contempt. I added, as a matter of general report and noto- 
riety, that all the arrangements of pcdice were renilered nugatory by similar 
practices, and that a robber or murderer, as well as a defaulting Zemindar, who 
had cause to apprehend the seizure of his person or distraint of his goods by the 
Nazim or Tehsliildar, had only to give a few rupees to the news-writer, to 
enable him to set the local authority of the Government at defiance, and to 
evade the punishment of his crime or the payment of his debt to the State ; and 
therefore if his Excellency were determined to maintaiu the establishment of 
news-writers in the manner in which it was recently formed, that it seemed to 
me to be expedient and indispensable to tho realization of the balaiKes of re- 
venue, to caution the news-writers most ])eremptorily against transmitting 
inaccurate reports, to prohibit their interference between the Nazims or 
Tehsildars and the landholders on any question of revenue till the season of 
collection should be passed, and generally to manifest, at the least, an equal 
share of confidence in the Nazims or Telisildars and the news-writers, h> 
suspending a decision on points winch the latter might report to the Presence 
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B^gal Political till some investigation should take place. His Excellency seemed to feel tho 
ConsuItotTOi^ propriety of those suggestions in as far as he understood them, and promised 
■ lo consider them again and to talk the matter over with his Ministers. 

ironut^dent at ^ ^ taken leave of the Vizier, his Excellency called my Moonshee 

Lucknow. presence, and discussed with him and the Ministers the purport of the 

suggestions which 1 had offered. A number of papers of intelligence from 
the several districts of the country were submitted while my Moonshee was in 
waiting, and the Vizier, to manifest his compliance witn my advice, as I; 
suppose, referred those papers to the Nazims for their own investigation and 
decision, thus precluding or suspending for a day those injurious effects of the 
Akhbar which tiis former daily practice had occasioned. 

14. Towards the evening of the 15th inst., 1 understood that Moatumud'Ood- 
Duwlah had submitted to the Vizier the result of his inquiries into the conduct 
of some subordinate officers of the Government during the Ministers’ absence at 
Puttygurh, and that Moozuffiir Alee Khan, Darogah of the Tope Khana (master 
of the ordnance), and Meer Gholam Alee Khan, controller of the Duwab (an 
office recently conferred on this person), were implicated in charges of pecula- 
tion to a very considerable amount, which the Minister engaged to sub* 
stautiate. The Vizier proceeded rather summarily, in the first instance, 
on the charges which the Minister had adduced, by demanding from 
tlie persons accused, particularly from Moozuffer Alee Khan, the restitu- 
tion of the amount of the sums which this officer was alleged to have 
appropriated. With regard to Gholaum Alee Khan, his Excellency contented 
himself with superseding the arrangements which this officer had made in the 
department committed to his charge, and dismissing those subordinate officers 
whom he had added to the former establishment. 


15. On the morning of the l6th instant, the accused and their accuser, the 
^finister, were confronted in the presence of the Vizier, and a disgraceful 
altercation took place between Moozuffer Alee Khan and the Minister ; theformer, 
supported, as I understand, by the Vizier, wlio was induced by the intrigues of 
the allegerl delinquent and his associates, to justify his peculations to the 
IMinister, whom he had previously employed lo detect them, and the conse- 
quence of this dispute was reported to be the triumph of the opposition over 
the Minister and the temporary disgrace of tbe latter, who retired from the 
Court with a resolution to resign his station immediately, unless justice should 
be done in tire matter of his charge against Moozuffer Alee Khan. 

16. Next morning I bad a message from Rajah Dya-Krishen, expressive of 
his natural apprehension of sharing in the disgrace of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, 
and his desire to anticipate this disgrace by a voluntary retirement from 
office. lie described the fickleness of the Vizier’s disposition, and his ready and 
implicit belief of the scandalous reports of his news-writers, and of intriguing 
persons around him, to be such as to destroy tbe confidence and subvert the 
authority of the Ministers, and to preclude tiie beneficial exercise of any one of 
their official functions. His Excellency was daily m the habit of passing orders 
on tbe statements of his news-writers, contradictory and subversive of those 
orders which were passed but tbe day before, on the Rajah’s representations, by 
his advice, and when the inconsistency was pointed out to his Excellency he 
never scrupled to disavow tlie preceding orders, by declaring his ignorance of 
the subject, and imputing those orders to the Rajah himself or to Moatamud-ood- 
Dowlah, who had acted, he said, without authority. A number of instances of 
this unsteadiness in the Vizier’s disposition and conduct were pointed out by 
the messenger of Dya-Krishen, and he concluded with an earnest entreaty on 
the part of the Rajah to me, that I would either permit him to resign a situation 
which he liad been called to with my concurrence, or rake such measures as 
might enable him lo do the duties of it with credit and comfort to himself, and 
to the satisfaction and advantage of his Sovereign. I replied, that I could not 
interfere between the Vizier and the servants of his Government, but should 
report tbe substance of bis message, and all the circumstances which had come 
to my knowledge on the suffiect of it, to bis Excellency the Right Honourable 
tbe Governor. General ; and 1 advised both theR^ah and Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, 

not 
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ncM; to think of retiring from office till the result of my reference should be BcngA 
known, but to l&hbur assiduously, in the mean time, to regain the confidence 
of their Sotereign by every means in their power. ^ 

ii6tt6r 

17 . The Vizier did me the honour of breakfasting with me this morning, and ftemBeiident at 
I was agreeably disappointed at seeing both the ministers in his Excellency’s' iMfkmw, 
suite. They remained in attendance on me for an hour after his Excellency’s 

departure, and renewed the subject of their complaint of a total w'ant of autho- 
rity to conduct the affairs of the State, or make any satisfactory arrangements 
for the settlement and collection of the revenue in the ensuing Fusly year. At 
present I see no probability of their regaining the confidence of their sovereign, 
nor of the successful discharge of their duties in any branch of the administra- 
tion ; while, on the other hand, I am perfectly satisfied, that in the case of their 
retirement or dismission, a similar state of things will be produced within a very 
short period of time with respect to their successors in office, unless supported by 
our Government decidedly, and in a manner that appears to be incompatible 
with the view which the Governor-General entertains of the independency of the 
sovereignty of Oude and its relations with the British Government of India. 

And under this conviction, 1 apprehend that a prosecution of the objects of 
reform may ultimately bring discredit on our Government as the advisers of it, 
without any advantage whatever to the Sovereign or people of Oude. 

18. It is still possible, however, that a favourable change may take place 
in the counsels of his Excellency the Vizier, the fickleness of whose temper 
may induce him, in a very few days, to banish from his favour and presence 
those persons by whom his Ministers are opposed, and to re-establish the authority 
of the Ministers on a more permanent footing than before. And although 1 
consider myself to be precluded from offering any urgent or unsolicited advice to 
his Excellency, with a view to the support of his Ministers, I shall not fail to 
take advantage of every opportunity that he may give to me, of encouraging a 
disposition in their favour, should such a disposition appear. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailliz, 

1 8th July 1815. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal PoKtical 

ConsultatioDi, 

The 30th August 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, from Reagent at 

&C. &C. &c. Lucknow. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of a 
despatch dated the 5th and 7th instant, which I have this day transmitted to the 
Secretary to the Governtnent in the Secret and Political Department. 


I have. See. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillix, 

7th August 1815. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq , Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Letter 

Department. Rerident at 

Si]. . Lucknow. 

1 . Shortly after the appointment by his Excellency the Vizier of Moatumud-ood- 
Dowlah and Dya-Krisnen to the offices of Naib and Dewan, it was settled 
between his Excellency and me, thatMoatumud-ood-DowIah should be the chan- 
nel of dl communications on business, both written and verbal, between os and 
Mcordingly it was my daily practice, till the departure of the Minister^ to 
Puttwurh, to transmit my letters for the Vizier, in the evening, toMoatnmud- 
ood-Dowlah, who submitted them to his Excellency in the mormng, nnd brought 

8 0 or 
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or sent to me the answers in the course of the following day. On the departure 
of the Minister to Putty gurh, a person named Meer Elahie Bukhsh, anear relation 
of the Minister’s, was selected and recommended by him, and appointed by his 
Excellency the Vizier to perform this part of his duty, and since the Minister’s 
return to Lucknow, although his personal attendance on me has gradually dimi* 
nished in frequency, and of late has entirely ceased, the practice of transmitting 
my letters and verbal applications through him has never oeen departed from on 
my part, and I resolved to observe it invariably till his Excellency should for- 
mally announce to me his suspension of the Minister’s functions. 

2. On Thursday the 3d instant I received a message from the Vizier by 
Mirza Hajee to the following effect : That as my letters and messages to his 
Excellency, conveyed through the medium of Moatumud-ood Dowlah, did not 
arrive at a proper time, and as his Excellency had recently appointed a 
Moonshee and other public officers to transact business in the name of his son, 
it was bis Excellency’s particular desire that my letters and applications of all 
kinds should in future be forwarded to his son, and not through the medium of 
Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. 

3. The obvious meaning of this message could not be misunderstood. The 

Vizier might with equal propriety, and with more dignity, have addressed me, 
or directed Mirza Hajee to address me in these words : 1 have thought proper 

“ to suspend my Minister, and you will consider his functions as at an end.” 
I replied to his Excellency’s message in the following terms, which I have 
since committed to writing and sent to him in the form of a note. “ The 
“ appointment of your Excellency’s son to the office of principal Minister, 
** and of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to that of Naib, took place at the same time, 

•• and your Excellency then desired that all my communications on business, 
“ whether verbal or written, should be sent to you through the medium of 
“ Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. I complied with your Excellency’s desire, no 
« less from a cordial disposition to consult your pleasure in all things, than 
*< from a conviction that the arrangement was salutary, and calculated to 
« facilitate and expedite the transaction of public business. 

“ On the departure of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to Futtygurh, your Excellency 
« was pleased to appoint a person related to the Naib, and enjoying his parti- 
“ cular confidence, to perform that part of his duty which had reference to my 
** official station ; and 1 continued to submit my communications through the 
“ medium of the person so appointed until Moatumud-ood-Dowlah’s return, 

“ when I resumed my original practice. It is now your Excellency’s pleasure 
“ to suspend those functions of the Naib which rendered him the channel of 
“ communication between your Excellency and me, and as I am ever most 
“ cordially disposed to consult your gratification in all things, I shall, of course, 

« discontinue the transmission of my letters and applications to your Excel- 
“ lency through the medium of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah.” 

** But as the arrangement with regard to the prince, which your Excellency 
•* seems to desire, appears to me to resemble the practice of your illustrious 
“ father (whose mansion is paradise) with reference to his son, Shums-ood- 
Dowlah, who though the nominal Minister of the Government had no autho- 
** rity in the State, and was never the channel of communication between his 
” father and the Resident at this Court, I propose, with your Excellency’s 
“ sanction, to consider your Excellency’s son as in the same situation exactly 
** in which Sbums-ood-Dowlah was placed, and to transmit my letters hereafter, 

“ as in the time of your Excellency’s father, by the hands of a servant of my 
” own, who will have the honour of waiting on your Excellency at such hour 
" as may be convenient to yourself.” 

4. The Vizier has acquiesced in my proposal that my letters should be sent 
to him directly, replyingto my message in these words : 

“ That the object of his proposal was no more than to promote the education 
“ of his son, who was in reality the Minister of his Government, and that as 
I had originally taken pains to teach his Excellency the public business of 

« the State on his first accession to the musnud, he expected similar advantages 

« to 
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** to his son from my friendly tuition.** Nevertheless, it is evident to me that 
the real design of the Vizier is to supersede even the shadow of authority 
which Moatumud'Ood'Dowlah has been permitted to retain since his return from 
the deputation to Futtygurh : and thus, for the presentj I must consider the 
administration of the Government of Oude to be re>established in every respect 
on the same footing on which it was conducted in the time of the late Vizier ; 
but with one remarkable distinction to the prejudice of the present time, that 
the talents and understanding of this Vizier arc in my opinion greatly inferior 
to those of his Excellency *s rather. 

5. The actual state of the country is accordingly worse at this time than I 
recollect it at any former period. With the authority of the Minister and 
Dewan, that of the Nazims and Tehsildars has also vanished ; excepting in the 
case of Hukeem Mehdee, who is said to be in favour with the Vizier, and to 
be supported by Gholaum Alee Khan and Mirza Hajee, who seem now to be 
the principal counsellors. It is almost superfluous to add, that the measures of 
reform are at a stand, and that instead of magistrates and collectors with an 
eflicient police and Tehsildars, the Zillahs are at present under the manage* 
ment of his Excellency’s news-writers and Hurkarras, who may exercise 
unlimited authority over the constituted oflicers of the Government, and 
encourage the landholders to revolt. 

6. Under these circumstances, 1 deem it to be my duty to represent to you, 
for the consideration of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, that the 
arrangement thus announced to me by the Vizier for the future transaction of 
business between his Excellency and the Resident at his Court, as suspending 
the most important of the functions of his £xceliency*s subordinate minister, 
to whom alone the suggestions of the Resident could be conveyed without 
reserve and with effect, is likely, in my judgment, to be productive of conse- 
quences highly injurious to the just ascendancy of the influence of the British 
counsels in Oude and the combined interests of the two States. 

7. It is still possible, however, that the flckleness of the Vizier’s disposition 
may operate a remedy for the disorder that seems now to pervade his adminis- 
tration within a limited period of time. The removal from his Excellency’s 
presence of two or three evil advisers, who obtained an influence over his 
Excellency’s mind during the absence of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and have 
been enabled by fortuitous circumstances to preserve that influence since his 
return, would prove sufficient at any time to restore the due authority of the 
Minister over every department of the administration, and to re-establish the 
ascendancy of those counsels, which can have no other motive nor object than 
the honour and interests of the Sovereign and the happiness of the people of 
Oude. It is possible, as 1 stated above, and in my judgment highly desirable, 
that this salutary change should be produced without any interference on my 
part ; but it is a question which I am bound to submit for Lord Moira’s consi- 
deration and decision, whether or not that interference be authorized in the 
form of a friendly remonstrance, should it hereafter appear to be indispen- 
sable by the continuance of the present state of things, and an injurious delay to 
make arrangements for the settlement and collection of the revenue in the 
ensuing Fusly year, in conformity with the new system. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

5th August 1815. Resident. 

P.S. 7th August 1815. Since writing the above, I have had the honour of 
receiving a letter from his Excellency the Vizier, the subject of which appears 
to me to require the more immediate attention of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, and accordingly 1 annex a translation of 
the letter and a copy of my answer to it, for his Lordship’s perusal and conside- 
ration. Persian copies of both are also transmitted by this despatch. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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SwIltaS? Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th August 1815.) 

so Aug. 1815. Seyyud-Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun Khan, Nazim of the Zillah of Sendee, 

Letter being in attendance at this place, the accounts of repeipt and disbursement of 
from the Viaier. revenue of that Zillah shall be immediately required from him and examined • 
and as the Fusly year is at an end, shookhas will be written and issued to all the 
other five Nazims of Zillahs, directing their immediate attendance with their 
accounts for the purpose of examination and adjustment. This is written 
for your information. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J, Baillik, 

Resident. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 6th August 1815.) 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s gracious letter of tliis 
date, apprizing me of the attendance of the Nazim of Sandee in your Excellen- 
cy’s presence, and of your intention to summon the other five Nazims of Zillahs 
to Lucknow for the purpose of settling their accounts. 


The examination and adjustment of the accounts of all the Nazims of districts 
in your Excellency’s dominions form an object of the highest importance, and I 
concur with your Excellency entirely in the propriety and necessity of com- 
mencing them without any delay. 1 am further of opinion with your Excel- 
lency, that it may be proper in several cases, and in some indispensable, to 
require the personal attendance of the Nazims for the purpose of adjusting their 
accounts, provided that the public inconvenience to be apprehended from their 
absence from their Zillahs do not appear to be greater than can arise from some 
delay in the adjustment of their accounts. 


But, on the other hand, 1 submit to your Excellency that the removal of all 
the Nazims at one time from their districts, as it seems impossible that the exa- 
mination of all the accounts should be in progress at the same time, must not 
only be unprofitable and inexpedient, but may also be productive of considerable 
disorder in the country, from the absence of all the local authorities of the dis- 
tricts at the same period of time. It were better, in my humble opinion, that 
the Nazims should be summoned to the Presence successively, one after another; 
and that when the accounts of one shall be carefully inspected and adjusted to 
your Excellency’s perfect satisfaction, that one be dismissed to his district, or 
if his conduct prove dissatisfactory to your Excellency, another person be 
appointed in his room, and the next Nazim in succession attend and submit his 
accounts. One or two of the districts, I apprehend, may be considered at present 
in such a state as to preclude the removal of the Nazim, or local authority of the 
Zillah, without danger of public disorder ; and, in this case, it appears to be 
expedient that the Naib Nazim, and his Dewan or assistants, be summoned in 
the room of the Nazim for the purpose of submitting his accounts. 


With a reference, in particular, to Moontuzim-ood-Dowlah, Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, the tenor of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General’s remarks on the character and conduct of this person, contained in his 
Lordship’s answers to your Excellency’s paper of requests bearing date the 12th 
November 1814, would appear to my judgment to suggest that your Excellency 
should reconsider the propriety of summoning Hukeem Mehdee to the Presence, 
and if your Excellency will be pleased to peruse the enclosed extract from that 
paper, you will, I doubt not, concur in opinion with your Excellency’s fervent 
well-wisher, that the sanction of your sincere friend the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General my Lord Moira should be sought and obtained, to the mea- 
sure of recalling Hukeem Mehdee to your Presence, before it be carried into 
effect. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baijllie, 

Resident. 
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The tOth, September 1815. 

To the HonouraUe N. B. Edmonstone, £sq., Vice-Presideot in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date, addressed to the Secretaiy to Government in the Secret 
and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Ifucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

4di September 1815. Resident 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General the enclosed translation of a letter which I received from 
his Excellency the Vizier on the 30th ultimo, requesting my friendly advice on 
the subject of the settlement of his revenue for the ensuing Fusly year, and copy 
of my answer to that letter. 

2. A favourable change has appeared to me in the disposition of his Excellency 
the Vizier since the receipt of the letter from Lord Moira declining an interview 
with his Excellency, which was conveyed to me by the Persian Secretary in his 
despatch of the 18th ultimo, and which I presented to his Excellency on the 23d. 
The Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, is unhappily still, as before, the object 
of his Excellency’s aversion, and of a persecution unnatural and unjust ; but the 
Dewan has been reinstated in othce, and directed by his Excellency to resume 
his occasional attendance on me, for the purpose of receiving my advice with a 
view to the settlement of the country. 

3. One obvious and essential advantage may arise from this partial recurrence, 
on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, to those salutary practices and obser> 
vances with which his Excellency commenced the reform in the month of De- 
cember last. My suggestions to Rajah Dya-Krishen if implicitly followed by 
the Vizier, as his Excellency has promised to comply with them, will necessa- 
rily check the disorders which have recently arisen in the country, and will 
enable the Nazims to take measures preparatory to the settlement of the revenue 
for the ensuing Fusly year. 

4. But the limited influence of Rajah Dya-Krishen over the mind of bis Ex- 
cellency the Vizier, and the opposition to his judicious counsels by a number of 
intriguers about the Court, supported by the inventions of news-writers empolyed 
in every district of the country, preclude the expectation in my mind of any 
permanent advantage from the advice which I have submitted to his Excellency 
on this occasion, or from suggestions which I may offer to him hereafter, until 
the return of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to favour, or the appointment of some 
other efficient minister, possessing the confidence of both States and supported 
by our Government, in such a manner as to preclude the success of intrigues 
against him, of a nature similar to those which have occasioned the downfall of 
Agha Meer. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

4th September 1815. Resident. 


From his Excdlency the Vizier. (Written by bis own hand. Received the 
23d Rumzaun 1230, 30th August 1815.) 

My Uncle : 

The loss which my Government hat sustained since the commeneemetit of 
the FVisiy year 1222 from the salaries granted to the Nazims and the expenses of 

8 P their 


Bengal Political 
Consultations. 
20 Sept. 181.5. 

Letter 

th>m Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 

from the Viiier. 



Bengal Political 
, C ow o l tg t io B i, 

sosept. tgis. 

IiClter 

from tlif Vizier. 


Letter 

from Kesident at 
Lucknow. 


698 OU DE, f AiPEKS. 

their establishments, ud also from peop^ appointing their own son$ and otber 
rdations to the sftnatSon of Ani0ept|» purpose of s^ipropiiatio^itbe com* 
mission ^ ten per centum and other snoluments to themselves^ need not to 
be explained to you, and the interests of the two States being identified, the 
Honountble Company tnust neoesiibrily, participate in my loss. .1 . ^ 

As it is ever n^ wish and intention^ botii from a contideretion of tbe friend- 
ship subsisting between the two States, and more especially from inptit’cs- of 
personal friendship for you, to advise with, and consult you in 'alt ^ih^, and 
as I am further fully persuaded that you vdlf abrays be influenced in advisfhjg 
roe by motives of friendship and regard for the true interests of my CoveromCnf 
the success and prosperity of which you consider as involving your owt; good 
name and reputation, 1 therefore with sincerity of heart solicit yonr itminion^d 
advice regarding the settlement of the revenue of my country fiw tw ensuing 
Fusly year, in such a manner as that the -Ryots may be happy, the country 
flourishing, tbe just dues of tbe State may be realized, no loss may arise to the 
Government, the British troops may punish the turbulent and refractory, 
and the commanding-officers be prevented from interfering between tne 
officers of tbe (jovernnient and the Zemindars. 

A true translation ; 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st September 1815.) 

In conformity with my promise of the day before yesterday, I now submit to 
your Excellency my genuine sentiments on the subject of your Excellency’s, 
gracious letter under date the SOtfa ultimo. 

With a reference to the amount of the loss which your Excellency has 
ascribed in your letter to the salaries granted to the Nazims and tbe expenses of 
their establishments, I am clearly and decidedly of opinion, after a careful exa- 
mination of the subject, that no loss whatever can be said to have resulted to 
your Excellency from this particular arrangement : nay, 1 am satisfied that, on 
a comparison of the two, the expense of the nizamut establishment for a 
Zillah, under tbe new system, will be found to be less than the amount of the 
salaries and establishments that were formerly paid to Ameens of tbe several 
districts or puig;unnabs which are now comprehended in that Zillah, exclusively of 
the charges of collection or sebundy, which were then, as they now are, distinct 
from the civil establishments. . 

It is further my humble opinion, tliat if your Excellency determine to reduce 
the salaries aud establishments of the Nazims so much below the present standard 
of their allowances as to form an inadequate support for persons of respectability 
and talents in the discharge of offices of such importance, tbe necessary conse- 
quence of such reduction will be a recurrence to practices more injurious to the 
true interests of your Government, and to the comfort and happiness of yonr 
subjects, than any loss that could arise from tbe liberal payment of those officers. 

Your Excellency has referred to a loss occasioned by tbe grant of a ctmniM- 
sion of ten per centum oii the revenue in lieu of charges of collection, in 
consequence of some of the Nazims having appointed their own sons and 
relations to the situation of Ameens or Tehsildars. 

On tlie general question of the expediency of continuing tbe coinnBssion to 
Tehsildars, tbe clear and comprehensive view which his Excellency the Bight 
Honourable the Governor-General has taken of this subject, in bis letter to 
your Excellency's address of the 2dth Jane last (I7tb Rujeeb, A. H. 1230), 
sufiersedes all reiharks upon- liiy part ; but with a reference to. the pvticular 
ground of loss which your Excellency has refern^ to oh this occasion, tt would 
seem to my judgement quite imaginaiy, since it is obvious $bat if tlw public 
duties of Tebsildar be faithfully and uprightly discharged, aw , tha full amount 
of the revenue be paid intO‘ your Excnlency'b treasury, by tiw persons qo)|uig 
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thotei o,iSdei, it can'mAke oo’dijRkfence to jour ExctUeucj in point of 
aotuat aajpaaaei whether thesis potsohs be the sons and relations of ^tlie Nasii|i» or 
utter strangers to those officers* In either case al^ke it is inauif(»it» tliat your 
Excsdleoej has the commission of ten }>er centup), and no anofe. than tltat 
commiasion* to pay on the- actual receipts into the treasury. Insides, tlie 
appointment of Tebsildars under the new system rests exclusively with your 
Excellency* not the Nazims : the Nazims* it is true, may recodiatend persons 
for thoseaituatioQs, but your Excellency alune can appoint ; and 1 c^lude that 
none of the Nazims would presume to grant a sunnud of tehsildaree to any 
son without reporting the circumstance in the fi»t instance* and obtaining your 
Excellency’s consent. But if in Nazim should have acted so impropeily, his 
appointment is necessarily invalid* and not only defeats the object, but subjuts 
him to your Excellency’s displesAure. 
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Tlie sentiment of implicit retiree on my genuine friendship and regard, which 
has prompted your Excellency to consult me on the most advantageous mode of 
concluding the settlement of your dominions for the ensuing Fusly year, demand^i 
my most grateful acknowledgment, and is a source of the highest gratification 
to my mind. 


In the spirit of that cordial friendship on which your Excellency lias expressed 
your reliance, I submit as my decided opinion, and as that of the Government 
which I represent, and which has ever manifested to your Excellency the truest 
and most aisinterested friendship, that every’ one of the salutary objects which 
your Excellency has proposed for- my consideration may be expected, nay, must 
necessarily result, from a firm and resolute adherence to the system recently 
introduced : the system which your Excellency adopted by a free and unqualified 
declaration in your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General of the 
4tb of December last (SlstZehlJj A.H.I 229 )* accompanied by asoleuin assurance 
that the details of it should be conducted by your Ministers with my uniform 
concurrence and advice; a system which, though yet in its infancy during the 
last Fusly year, though its progress and success have been opposed by a number 
of fortuitous circumstances, though its radical principles liave been |)erverted 
and most of its regulations departed from during tiie last three montiis, 1 may 
say, has nevertheless been productive of benefit rather than loss to tiic State, has 
ameliorated the condition of the ryots, and has established a solid foimdation for 
future progressive improvement of the revenue and resources of the country ; 
nay, in the matter of actual collection or receipt of revenue into the treasury, if 
compared with the preceding year, has occasioned no loss to your Excellency, 
although in one particular district or two, from the incapacity of the Nazim or 
other causes, a trifling defalcation may have occurred, wnich the arrangements 
for the ensuing year might easily do more than compensate. 

Under all these circumstances, it must be obvious that the best, and indeed the 
only advice which 1 can now sulmit to your Excellency, is a firm and determined 
perseverence in the principles of the new system, and a strict observance of its 
rules in tho settlement of your Excellency’s revenue for the ensuing Fusly year. 

If your Excellency* in the spirit of your letter to his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General under date the 4th December* and of liis 
Lordship’s friendly advice in his several letters to your Excellency, more parti- 
cularly that under date the Sfith of June last (1 7th Rujeeh, A.H. 12S0), will be 
pleased to resume the intention^ to recur to the salutary proceedings which are 
slated and recommended in those letters, to put a stop to tlmse injurious prac- 
tices which are subversive of every principle of good government, as well as of 
the particular system which has recently been introduced into your dominions, 
ahd will direct the resumption of those observances on the part of your minis- 
ters towards me, which are essential to the success of their administration, the 
benefit to be derived fh>m this arrangement will soon be so apparent toVour 
Excellency, as to impress you with tlie fullest conviction that the system recom- 
mended by our Government is the b^st that could possibly be devised for the 
future aettletnen't of ybur country. But* on the other hand, if your Excellency 
be not CQ^ially disp^ed and finnly resolved to pursue the partacohur line of (in- 
duct, which 1 nave here submittra ibryour consideration as essential to thesuc- 
Oess'of jthe feform and to the future good government of the country, and the 

smallest 
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smallert departure fiom which itiight not only be productive of the vliNippoi«t« 
ment of all the salutary purposes for wliieh system vraa reeiMtimoiidra to 
your adoption, but might also unjustly bring discredit on the character of the 
system itself ; the ifirtead^ip which lentertain for your Exeeliemy, and motiuea 
of candour impd me to caution your Eftcodlency most solemnly i^lnst the 
further prosecutioh of this system, under circumstances that aro likely Co defeat 
it, and thus to exonerate myself ftom responsibility for the eonsequenoes which- 
must result from a nominal adoption of its principles, accompanied by an iofrac* 
tion of its rules. Your Excelleory should maturely oontmler all the oircuoi'* 
stances which are stated in this letter, and you may then with propriety determine 
either to persevere in tiie system of reform, or to devise some other arrangement, 
more conducive to the success of your Government and to the comfort and hap> 
piness of your subjects, communicating your resolution, of course, to his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General before it be carried into 
e^ct 

With regard to your Excellency's desire of the punishment of the turbulent 
and refractory by means of the British troops : As the sole purpose of stationing 
our troops in your Excellency’s dominions is the support of your Excellency’s 
Government and suppression of the rebellious and disorderly, they, shall, of course, 
be punished as you desire, and the commanding-officers of our troops shall never 
be permitted to interfere in the settlement or assessment of the revenue between 
the officers of the Government and the Zemindars. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 7th October 1815. 

To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir; 

1 am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President and for record, the accompanying copy of a letter addressed this 
day, under the authority of the Governor-General, to the Resident at Lucknow, 
in reply to bis despatch of the 4th instant. 

I have, &c. 

Patna, (Signed) J. Aoam, 

S4th September 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 . I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 4th 
instant, enclosing the copy and translation of a letter addressed to you by his 
Excellency the Vizier, soliciting your advice relative to the settlement of the 
revenue of the country for the ensuing year and of your reply. 

2. The Goveruor-Geoeral directs me to signify to you his entire approbation of 
the tenor of your reply to the Vizier, and to express his hope that the counsel 
which you have conveyed to his Excellency may be adopted and acted upon. 

3. His Lordship suspends his observations on the other tofNCS adverted, to in 
ycur letter enclosing the correspondence above referred to unlil the preparatto 
of instructions in reply to some of your late despatches, which are now under 
consideration. 

1 have, Ac. 

Patna, (Sqpied) 3. Adau, 

S4th September 1815. Secretaiy to the Goveroment 

EXTRACT 
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. extract benqal.poutical consujltatjpns. 

' ' * The iOth Octab^ ms. 


PoOtML 
90 Oct 1818. 


To 3 . Adam, £sq.> Secreteiy to the Government in tlie Secret and Political 

Department. 

'Sir: 

Be pleaeed to sobmit to the notice of his ExceHency the Bight Honourable the 
Gooeraor43ener8l the enclosed translation of a letter which I have received 
from his Excellency the Vizier, announcing the removal of two of his £xoel» 
lency's Nazims and appointment of other officers in their room, and requiring 
the aid of oar troops in support of the authority of those officers. 


Lvtttt 

from RMiidim,at 

Ludmow. 


R. 1 have complied with his Excellency’s requisition, by issuing instructions 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser codimanding the troops at Secrora, a copy of 
which is enclosed, and I expect in a few days to have occasion to send similar 
instructions to the commanding officers at Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh. In 
the former of those districts particularly, there are several refractory landholders 
in possession of strong forts who have resisted the authority of the Government, 
and withheld the revenue of their estates for a period of several years, and 
whose suppression has been necessarily postponed, from the want of a battering 
train to be employed in the reduction of their fortresses. 


3. With a reference to the purport of your letter under date the 2 1st of 
December last, I deem it proper to take this opportunity of apprizing you, 
for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor- General, of the 
apparent necessity that exists for the employment of a battering train in the 
districts of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh during the ensuing cold season, and 1 
beg to be favoured with a communication of his Lordship's sentiments and 
commands respecting the practicability of this measure, and the manner of 
carrying it into effect with the least public inconvenience. 


Lucknow, 

27th September 1815. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the S3d September 1815.) Letter 

from the Vizier. 

Sewuck Ram having been recently appointed to the office of Nazim of Zillah 
Dureeabad in the room of Jafer Alee Khan, removed for incapacity, and 
Goburdhun to that of Nazim of Zillah Lucknow, in the place of Agna Alee 
Khan, a minor, 1 therefore desire that you will write to the commanding officers 
at the different stations, in the usual terms, to assist and support the authority 
of the newly-appointed Nazims, and to comply with their requisitions for the 
punishment of the refractory and rebellious landholders, and send your letters 
to me. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To LieUtenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 

Sir: 

1. The conduct of Meer Jafer Alee Khan in the station of Nazim of Bdraitch 
having failed to give satisfaction to the Vizier, 1ms Excellency has been pleased 
to remove that person from office, and to appoint Lalla Sewuck JEUm in 
bis stead. 


Letter 

from Rtzident At 
Liidmow. 


^ S. The latter officer will accordingly have the honour of presenting or forward- 
ing this letter to you, and you will be pleased to consider him as the Vizier's 
Nazim t^Ddreeabad and -Btiraitch, and to comply with his eventual requisitions 
for fhe aid tif the treiopi dtMlaf your command, in support of .his’sutiiorHy over 
the landholders, whose refractory conduct of late, as represented by the Ameens 
- > 8 Q * of 
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of those districts, and more particularly by Umr Sing of Baraitcb (an extrict 
from whose arzee is transmitted to you), will, 1 fear, occasion a necessity for 
resorting to measures of coercion, when the season of the year shall adtim of 
your undertaking military operations. 

3. It is highly probable, however, that the statement of Umr Sing is exagr 
aerated, and that the prudent conduct of the newly>appointed Nazim of me 
district with the aid of a declaration on your part to the several refractory land* 
holcters that you are instructed and prepared to support him with the whole of 
the force under your command, may induce the surrender of the ghurries and the 
return of the landholders to their allegiance, without any more active operations,, 
which it is, of course, most desirable to avoid, except in cases of absolute 
necessity. 


4. You are apprized of the intention of his Excellency the Vizier to furnish 
you with some battering guns from bis Excellency’s arsenal at this place, as 
soon as they can be properly equipped ; and in the case of your requiring a rein- 
forcement to the actual strength of your battalion, it occurs to me to suggest 
for consideration, that your detachment, which is serving at Buhramgatb, might 
be relieved by two companies from Seetapor^ so as to render your battalion 
complete, in the ease of its services being required. I request a communication 
of your sentiments on the eventual necessity of this measure, and 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

S5th September 1815. Resident. 


Extracts from the Arzee of Umr Sing, Amem of Baraitch, dated the \5th of 

September 1815. ‘ * 

1 have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s shookka, dated the 10th 
instant, commanding me to submit to the Presence a detailed statement of the 
names of the refractory landholders in my district, with a list of their forts, the 
number of their followers, the amount of the balances due by each of them for 
the year 1222 Fusly, particularly specifying whether the defalcations were occa- 
sioned by a disposition to resist authority or by some other cause, and the most 
effectual means of putting a stop to all disorders in the district. 

May it please your Excellency ; — The disorderly practices of the refractory 
Zemindars in this district, their total disregard of authority, the erection of 
ghurries, and the impracticability of effecting an equitable assessment, in conse-. 
quence of their rebellious conduct, have been regularly reported to the Presence 
by your slave ; but, in obedience to your Excellency’s orders, 1 again submit a 
particular account of each refractory Zemindar, and I submit it to your Excel- 
lency’s wisdom to adopt such measures for the suppression of these disoiders as 
may deter others from the like practices in future. 


last of refractory Zermndarst the Places of their abode, and the number of 

their Folkfw&rs. 

Dulthumun and Bhojung, Zemindars of Peeagpore, are extremely tttrbulent 
and rectory. Besides their usual followers, they have entertained a thousand 
additional matchlockmen this year. They possess two strong forts with several 
guns i.i the jungles of Peeagpore and Mulneepore, from whence they make occa- 
sional irruptions to ravage all the villages in the district of Banutch. 

Mandhattah Sing, Zemindar of Ekowneh, has built a fort in the middle of a 
very thick jungle, and retains seven or eight hundred matchlockmen in his pay. 

Kishen Persbaud, Zemindar of Gungowl, ^ built two strong ghuirics, one at 
Gitngowl the other atBungao, both of which are surrounded by thick jungle- 
Has about five hundred matchlockmen in his employ. 


Dewun 
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Dewuo Sing, fibowaoee Sing, Goordut Sing, and other Zemindars of Reg- 
warhurhurpore, have lately entertained about five or six hundred matchlockmen, 
and erected j^urries in the jui^le of Sebar on the bank of the Teedhee river near 
the jtuigte of Peeagpore, aira in the village of Bhunghosera belonging to Gun- 
gowl, also surrounded by jungle, from which they make predatory excursions 
^o fiaratloh. 

Phokul Sing and Bhowanee Bukhsh, Zemindars of Pusgao Kumgar in pur- 

f onnah Guaritch, usually reside on an island in the Gogra, the district of 
)owna, on the opposite side of the river, in purgunnah Dureeabad or in the 
village of Chowkutha, in the district of Muhadewa, belonging to the Honourable 
Company. They have a large body of armed followers. Two or three large 
boats would be required for the use of the detachment sent against them. 

Duljeet Sing and Runjeet Sing, Zemindars of Puruspoor in purgunnah Gua- 
ritch, have taken refuge in the Honourable Company’s territories, where the 
Thanadar of Wuzeergunge protects them, and prevents their Ryots from culti- 
vating the lands. 

Rugoonath, Jung Behauder, and Bhiman, Zemindars of talooka Shahpore and 
Dhumao, in the purgunnah of Guaritch, have been seized; but Juskurrun 
Sing, the Tufreekdar of Jung Behauder has efiected bis escape. 

Mandhattah Sing, son of Sheopersaud, Zemindar of Bumnowtee, has erected 
three strong forts, one at the village of Bondhee, another at the village of Buk- 
neea, the third at the village of Bulba, surrounded by thick jungles, from which 
he daily and nightly threatens predatory attacks on fiaraitch. He has about 
fifteen hundred matchlockmen. As the village of Bukneea stands on an island 
in the Gogra, two or three large boats and one or two battering guns will be 
required for this service. 

In the purgunnah of Bulrampore, Kulundera Shegal Kbor lias erected a fort 
with the consent of the Zemin^r ; and Arjeen Sing, sou of Newul Sing, the 
Zemindar, has built another. Heavy guns will also be required for the reduction 
of these forts. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 
Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 27th 
ultimo, reporting a change of two of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier’s Nazims 
of districts, and intimating the probable necessity of employing a battering- train 
in the course of the ensuing cold season, for the reduction of certain forts in the 
Vizier’s dominions. 

2. The tenor of your instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, of which a 
copy was enclosed in your despatch above acknowledged, is entirely approved ; 
and with respect to the measure of employing a battering-train, the subject will 
be brought under the consideration of his Excellency the Commander- in-Chief 
and you will hereafter be apprized of the mode in which it may be determined to 
provide the battering-train ror the purpose required. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

SOth October 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter from the Resident at Lucknow 
be sent to the Adjutant-General with the following letter : 


Bengal Political 
Consultationa, 
20 Oct. 1815. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


To 
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Bengal Political 
Consultations^ 
^20 OcU 1815. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Sir: 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Fagan, Ad|jutant-Genera]. 


I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a dewatch from 
the Resident at Lucknow, dated the ^th ultimo, ibr the purpose of being laid 
before his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, and to intimate to you the 
request of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, that with reference to the eventual necessity of employing a battering- 
train in the districts of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurn, his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will take the subject into his consideration, and communicate 
his sentiments with regard to the means of furnishing a battering-train, with the 
least public inconvenience, for the purposes required. 


Council Chamber, 
SOth October 1815. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 
Secretary to the Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
27 Oct. 1815. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 9.7th October 1815. 


Letter Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 

from Resident at ^ • Department. 

Lucknow. Sir : 

1. Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the S7th of 
September lasf, 1 have had some further requisitions from his Excellency the 
Vizier for the suppression of his rebellious landholders ; and the officers com- 
manding our troops at the stations of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh have been 
applied to by his Excellency’s Nazims for detachments to support their authority 
in the districts under their charge. A number of desultory operations have 
taken place under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege, at the requi- 
sition of the Nazim of Purtaubgurh, for the seizure of defaulters and marau- 
ders, and the general success of those operations has apparently had a salutary 
effect towards restoring the tranquillity of that district. I transmit, for more 
particular information on the subject of Colonel Cumberlege’s proceedings, 
some extracts from official letters which have passed between that officer 
and me. 


9. The state of the district of Sultanpore must remain as at present, I appre- 
hend, till a battering-train can be furnished for the reduction of apme places 
of strength which are occupied by powerful landholders, who have long' been 
in actual rebellion ; but as his Excellency the Vizier and his Nazim have been 
very urgent of late for the suppression of those rebellious landholders, I have 
deemed it incumbent on me to authorize the commanding-officer at Sultanpore 
to employ' the force at his disposal in support of the authority of the Nazim, to 
the utmost practicable extent, without incurring the hazard of a failure ; and, for 
further information on this subject, I take the liberty of referring his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General to the enclosed copies of letters 
which have passed between Major Duncan and me. 

3. In addition to the instances of removal and appointment of Nazims 
which were noticed in my despatch of the 27 th ultimo, his Excellency the 
Vizier was yesterday pleased to announce to me his removal of Kooar Ruttun 
Sing, a deserving officer in my opinion, and son-in-law of Rajah Dya-Krishen, 
the Devvan, from the office of Nazim of Barelly, and the nomination of his 
Excellency’s grandson, Mirza Mohun Alee Khan, to that office, with the 
appointment of an efficient revenue officer, named Soobhan Alee Khan, to the 
station of Naib, or Deputy Nazim, on the part of the young Mirza. This 
arrangement, though by no means such as I could approve, was announced to 
me in a manner which precluded my suggesting any serious objection to it, 
without hazarding the diroleasure of the Vizier and exciting his particular 
resentment against Rajah Dya-Krishen, whose relation I must have appeared 
to support by remonstrating against the appointment of another, and more 
particularly ot' his Excellency’s grandson, to the office of Nazim of Barelly. 
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In addition to the above consideration, the cliaracter of Soobhan Alee Khan 
as an efficient revenue officer, and at the same of an intriguing disposition, 
made me desirous of his employment in a situation where his talents and 
experience might be useful at a distance from the scene of intrigue. Soobhan 
Alee Khan, and his kinsman Taj-ood-Deen Hoosein Khan, were the zealous 
coadjutors of Hukeem Mehdee in his devices for the subversion of the reform. 

4. I have recently refrained from reporting to you, for the information of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, the progress of the measures of 
oppression which are daily practised against Moatumud-ood-Oowlali, with th^ 
view, as there seems reason to believe, of driving him to some act of despera- 
tion, which maybe used as a pretext for his destruction, or of inducing him 
to destroy himself. The whole of his personal property, including some 
houses and grounds which he had purchased while in tlie station of Minister, 
has been distrained and disposed of by public sale, or restored to the former 
possessors without requiring the restitution of the price, at the instance of 
creditors and complainants, whose demands and complaints have been acted on, 
without any the smallest investigation, or even his being heard in defence. 

5. A circumstance of this nature occurred on Thursday the Ub instant, 
when a person named Behauder Khan, who had sold a house to Moatumud- 
ood-Dowlah for the sum of .'>00 rupees, was instigated to demand reposses- 
sion of the house on the ground of an involuntary sale of it ; and in consequence 
of this complaint, without any investigation whatever, the Cutwal of the city 
was ordered to dispossess the Minister of the premises. Moatumud-ood-Dowlah 
requested a delay of a few hours, for the purpose of removing his property, 
produced a receipt for the price of the house under the seal of the person from 
whom he had purchased it, and ofl'ered an arzee on the subject to be presented 
to his Excellency the Vizier. The f^itvval, instructed by Mozufter Alee Khan, 
instead of listening to Moatumud-ood-Dowlah’s entieaty, sent a party of armed 
men to the house to dispossess the Minister’s servants and throw his property 
into the street, which was done accordingly with violence and with the greatest 
abuse of the Minister, who would probably have sacrificed his life liad he 
opposed the execution of the order. He sent a message to implore my interfer- 
ence, for the purpose of saving him from this disgrace ; which I was sorry to be 
compelled to ileelinc, on the ground «)f my leferencc to the Government, which 
had not yet been replied to. 

6. I see no prospect whatever of tl>e recall of Moaluinud-ood-Dowlah to 
favour; and the miserable state of degiadatiou to whieli he has now been re- 
duced would M'cni almost to unfit him for the exercise of ministerial authority 
under this (lovernment, even if the ^’lZler was iiuluccd to lestore him, at the 
recommendation of the Governor Geuerul, to the station from which he has 
fallen. 


CoasuhjstioiM^ 
■J7 Oct. 

Letter 

from Uesident at 
Lucknow. 


7. My personal regaid for Agha Mcer, which is foimded on my knowledge 
of his possessing some higlily estimable qualities, would lead me rather to 
desire that he weie settled m toiufoitahle letiiciuent, with a suitable provision 
fof his maintenunee from a wiastcr whom Iw has fatthftilly ser\ed, than tVutt lie 
were replaced iu a public situation, the piccaiious nature ot which, and the terms 
on which it must be. hoJdeii under a piince of his master's diispositvuii’i, slioulid, 
lender it an object of horror to every well regulated mind. 

I have, ikr. 

Lucknow, (Signed) i. Raii.i.I(E, 

yth October 1815. ^ Kesulcut. 


Extracts from Letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Cumherlcfic, commamlin^ the 
Troops at Purtauhgurh, to Lieutenant-Colond Hnillie, Resident at Lueftnaa', 
dated the Q^th September and 4f/i October 1815. 

(Letter of 88th September 1815.) 

L In my letter to you of the 18th instant I did myself the honour to acquaint 
you of the march of' Lieutenant fllipliant’s detachment to Chendokah ; but 

8 II finding 
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Ending that force insufficient for the purposes mentioned in my letter, I desired 
Captain Ridge to send a company from his detachment on tlie 22d instant 
’ to Chendokah, and directed Lieutenant Oliphant to proceed to Lowreeah, about 
three coss distant. 

g. On the 24th instant Lieutenant Oliphant marched and seized Ramdial, 
Zemindar of Lowreeah, who had been for some time past assisting Lulloo ; and 
on the same day Lieutenant Baniguardt, who commands the company detached 
by Captain Ridge, made a forced march and seized Ousane Sing, Zemindar of 
Kessanee with six of his followers, adherents of Lulloo, taking his ghurry by 
surprise, which is situated in the jungle, and very strong. 

3. On the 27th instant Lieutenant Baniguardt made another forced march 
and seized tlie Zemindar of Khanderpoor, whose son, Sewbnccas, has been long 
connected with Lulloo in his depredations ; and that you may be the better 
enabled to judge of the difficulties of this service, 1 beg leave to enclose his 
letter on the subject. 

4. The two ghurries or fortified villages of Kessanee and Khanderpoor are 
represented as very strong; I have, therefore, written to Rajah Bhuwanee 
Pershaud to send bildars to destroy their defences without delay, and the prisoners 
have all been sent to him with an account of their ofl'ences. 

5. Enclosed I forward you a cop}' of my letter of this date to Lieutenant 
Bamguardt, as also a list of villages and Zemindars connected with Lulloo, and 
beg your instructions on the subject as soon as possible, as the combination 
appears very extensive. 

6. Since writing the foregoing, I have the pleasure to inform you that Bun- 
deshurce Bukhsh has conic in and made his submission to the Nazim, and 1 hope 
all will now be settled in the Duleebpore district. I shall write to the Rajah not to 
be sev’ere with him, in case he gives ample security for his future good conduct. 
Enclosed is a copy of the letter giving me this information. 


(Letter of the 4th October 1815.) 

I have the pleasure to forward to you a letter from Captain Charles Ridge, 
dated the 3d instant, reporting the surprise of the fort of Ramnaghur in the 
Ahmety jungle, and cannot help expressing my approbation of his activity and 
very judicious conduct in this well-concerted expedition. 

I have before brought to your notice the zealous and spirited conduct of 
Lieutenant Bamguardt and the light company in the surprise of three forts in 
the Mongra jungle, and the seizure of seven of Lulloo’s adherents; and you 
will observe, on the present occasion, that that officer was the first who entered 
the fort. 

In several of your letters you have mentioned that it is the wish of his 
Excellency the Vizier, that the whole of the forts in the district should be level- 
led with the ground ; and as Ramnaghur is very strong, I have directed Captain 
Ridge to retain possession of it until I hear from you on the subject. The new 
fort that is now building in the vicinity by Rajah Hurchund Sing is so contrary 
to your instructions, that I think the circumstance cannot be known to you or his 
Excellency the Vizier, and must be at all times prejudicial to the peace and 
good order of the district, as upon every trivial dispute with the Nawaub’s civil 
ofiicers the Zemindars repair to their jungles and forts, and set the local 
authorities at defiance. These extensive jungles are also the resort of banditti 
and the disaffected of the country, who are supported by the Zemindars as 
adherents that may be depended upon when at variance with Government. 

True extracts : 

(Signed) J. Baillte, 

Resident. 


Extracts 
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E^<tcts from Letters from Lieutenant^CoUmel Bailliet Resident at Lvckmao^ to B^gui Poiiticki 

IJeutenant-Colonel Cumherlegey commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurhf dated 

Ae^d and Vh October ISIS. »7 0^815. 

(Letter of 2cl October 1815.) 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several dei^atches 
dated the 9th, 12th, 18th, and 28th ultimo, reporting the operations of the 
detachments commanded by Captain Ridge, Lieutenant Oliphant, and Lieute- 
nant Bamguardt, against refractory landholders and marauders in the dis> 
trict of Deleebpore, and others, under the jurisdiction of Rajah Bliuwanee 
Fershaud. 

2. The substance of all those despatches has been communicated to his 
Excellency the Vizier, with suitable suggestions on my part ; and the intelli- 
gence of the seizure of some adherents of tlic notorious marauder, Lulloo, 
and of the submission of Bundesliuree Bukhsh, Ijas proved highly satisfactory to 
his Excellency, who concurs with me in approving the whole of your proceed- 
ings on this occasion, and particularly the zealous operations of the detach- 
ment commanded by Lieutenant Bamguardt. 

3. The tenor of your instructions to that officer, and of your letter to Rajah 
Bhuwanee PershaucI, appear to be perfectly judicious ; and it is very satisfac- 
tory to observe in tlie Nazim’s reply to your letter his ready acquiescence in 
your suggestions, and the expression of his cordial thanks for your zeal in sup- 
port of his authority and in restoring the tranquillity of his districts. 


(Letter of 7th October 1815.) 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 4th 
instant, conveying a copy of a letter from Captain Ridge to your address, 
announcing the surprise of Ramnaghur and the seizure of a person supposed 
to be an adherent of Lulloo, marauder. 

2. The orders of his Excellency the Vizier, and my repeated instructions 
for the reduction of fortresses and ghurries, arc so very express and explicit 
as to leave all the local authorities without any pretext or excuse for the exis- 
tence of a fortress in their districts, unless occupied by a superior force which 
they may not have the means of reducing. 1 shall immediately call the atten- 
tion of the Vizier to the gross neglect of Nowneit Raee, in permitting a fort 
to be constructed by the Zemindar of Ahmety ; and 1 shall further suggest 
the propriety of the jungle being immediately cut down. In the mean time, 
you will be pleased to communicate without reserve to Nowneit Raee, and 
also to the Zemindar of Ahmety, the sense which I entertain of their highly 
improper conduct, and in which 1 am firmly persuaded of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s concurrence ; and you will further be pleased to require that the 
fort be immediately destroyed, under pain of his Excellency’s displeasure, and 
of the severest and most exemplary punishment in the case of our troops 
being employed to enforce their obedience to this order. 

True extracts : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 

gjj, , Majf)r Duiu’ait. 

Having received intimation from Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud that he will in 
a few days call upon me for five companies from this post, I shall be prepared 
to comply with his requisition by detaching the left wing of the battalion under 
the command of Captain Gerard. To enable me to give Captain Gerard 
instructions which may accord with your intentions, 1 beg the favour of your 
^ letting me know whether he is to attack whatever people the Rajah may point 
out without enquiring into the justness of the case, or whether he may use 

conci- 
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CoMMltatiaiw, 
27 Oct* 1815* 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


conciliatory measures, and endeavour to settle nudters amical^Jy witljr 8 < 4 b(i 
Z emindars' as may be willing to come to term*. j 

I have, &c. I 

Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) A. Duncan, Major, | 

4th October 181d. commanding 1st Battalion 2d Eegjinirat. 

I 

P 

To Major Duncan, contmantling the Troops at Sultanpore. 

Sir : 

1. I have the lionoui to acknowledge llie recci()t of your letter dated the 4th 
instant, announcing a letjuisition from the Nazim of Sultanpore for the> aid of a 
detachment from your station in support of tliat Nazim’s authority. 

’2. The state of the districts of Akburporc and Aldeuiow, and more particu- 
larly the rebellious conduct of a few of the principal landholders in those dis- 
tricts, have long been notuiiousiy such, as not only to authorize but to require 
the adoption of the most rigorous measures for the restoration of the public tran- 
quillity and vindication of the authority of tlie (lovcrnmcnt, which those land- 
holders have openly flelied for a period of two or three years. You are aware 
of the principal causes which precluded the adoption of those measures at the 
date of Rajah Hhuwame Pcrsh.md’s nomination to the office of Nazim of Sul- 
tanpore. It was found impossible to assemble a sufficient force or to equip a 
battering-train, for the purpose of reducing the forts of Surboodooin Sing and 
some other refractory landholders, tluring the progress of our operations against 
Nepaul, and therefore the Nazim uas instrncted to refrain from any attempt to 
coerce the more |>owerl'ul landholders in his district till a future more convenient 
season. 

3. I have recently represented to the fjovernment the necessity of taking 
effectual measures for the reduction of the forts in Akburpore and Aldemow, and 
for the suppression of the refractory landholders in those ffistricts, and an answer 
may soon be expected to the reference which 1 have made on this subject ; 1 
must therefore defer my instructions for the particular guidaacc of your conduct 
with a reference to the more powerful landholders in the districts of Akbvkcporc 
and Aldemow, tilt I ascertain the practicability of ussemljling a sufficient, fotcc, 
and equipping a battering-train for the reduction of the forts in their occupation : 
and, indeed, until this be ascertained, 1 conceive that tbc march of the detacb- 
ment which the Nazim lias proposetl to rc«iuire from you would l)e attended with 
no good efl'eet. 

4>. In the v^vcauliulv 1- transmit for your iiifm'nurtion a copy and translakion of 
an arzee addressed to his Excelleuc)' tlie Vizier by Rajah l^tluwane^'Pefshaud, awt 
sew't by his Excellency to mo, with a requisition for the aid of our tFoo^js in 
support of the Nazim’s authority. If you consider the force at your di-sipoanl^ 
rinked with the troops of the Naziuv, to he folly adequate to the purposes of his 
Excellency the Vizier's requisition, as detailed in the Rajah’s arzeo, y^jo wi-U be 
pleased to take tire necessary measures with that view at as early a [>eri«Mf as may 
be practicable, and otherrvisc you wilt explain in confidence to tl'te Nazim the 
necessary causes of the delay. 

5. In reply to the ijucstion which you have put to me regarding the propriety 
of attacking all persons whom the local authority of the district may point out 
as rebellious or disorderly, it is to be observed as a general rule, that if the 
person complained against by the Nazim be ostensibly in possession of the 
means of opposing resistance to authority ; if he occupy a fort, for example, or 
have a number of retainers in arms, he may justly and properly be required to 
surremler the fortress in his occupation, to dismiss his followers in aittia, and 
attend in the Nazim’s cntchery to settle hie revenue accounts; and i» the ease 
of his refusing oljcdieoce to such a requisition as this from the Nazim or eoni- 
munding-officer of the troops, he is to be considered as io actual rebellion, and 
deprived of the means of resistance by the reduction of bis fortress or ghurry,^ 
which in all cases should be levelled with the groutui, and by the dispersion of 
bis armed followers and' seizure of his person if it be nracticahlc. Incases 

« hero 
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where the means of resistance are not ostensibly possessed by the person repre- 
sented as disorderly, it is always reasonable to doubt, and must therefore be 
proper to investigate, the justice of the accusation against him, and to report on 
the merits of it to me, for his Excellency the Vizier’s information ,* and in every 
case where conciliation can be used with success by an officer commanding a 
detachment, in concert with the Nazim of the district or witliout weakening Tiis 
authority, it is of course to be most zealously applied. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAix.r.iE, 

7lh October 1815. llc&ident. 


Arzeeof Rajah Bhuwance Pershaud, Nazim Sultanjxtre, ^'c. Written 17//# 

ikpt ember 1815. 

1 have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s sliookha, dated the 
10th ultimo, commanding me to submit to the Presence a detailed statement of 
the names of the refractory landliolders in my district, with a list of their forts, 
the number of their followers, the amount of the balances due by each of them 
for the year 1222 Fusly, particularly specifying whether the defalcations were 
occasioned by a disposition to resist authority or by some other cause, and the 
most effectual nreans of putting a stop to all disorders in the district. May it 
please your Excellency : the Zemindars of every small village in the districts of 
bultanpore, Akburpore, and Aldemow, arc disorderly and refractory to the 
extent of their means, building ghurries and other places of defence ; but the 
suppression of Surboodoom Sing and Zorawar Sing, Talookadars of Mcapoor 
Dooarka, Madhoo Sing, Zemindars of Deerah, and the Baboos of Bidhur, who 
are the ringleaders of the rebellious and disaffected in tins Zillah, keeping each 
a retinue of several hundred followers, and possessing a strong fort wherp 
thousands of {xeople would assemble to support them in the case of an attack, 
and have not paid their revenue to the State for these two or three years past, is 
absolutely necessary and indispensable. 

In the Fusly year 1222 those rebels insisted on getting a remission of revenue, 
for no other cause than their own wickedness and disadection. 

If the refractory persons above-mentioned be seized and punished, or pre- 
vented from settling in the Honourable Company’s territories in the case of their 
escape into them, there is every reason to believe that a just assessment of the 
revenue may be made in tlieir districts this year, and the punishment of any 
one of the ringleaders in an exemplary manner would deter the other Zemindars 
from opposing the settlement of the district. 


List of refractory Zemindars, the Places of their Abode, and the Number of their 

Followers. 

Surboodoom Sing and Zorawar Sing, Zemindars of Mcapoor Dooarka, always 
retain about one thousand five hundred armed men in their pay, and on an 
emergency from two to four thousand men would assemble to support them. 
.They possess eight ghurries. 

Madhoo Sing, Talookadar of Deerah, has about five hundred followers, and 
can assemble two or three thousand men on an emergency. He possesses five 
strong ghurries. 

The Baboos of Bidhur keep seven or eight hundred followers, and can 
assemble three or four thousand auxiliaries on an emergency. They have five 
strong forts. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Ordered, That the above despatch lie for consideration- 

8 S To 


Keiigal Polftltttf 
Consii^tsitioris, 
27 Oct. 1K15. 

Letter 

fram Rt>«Hlent at 
Lucknoir. 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

I am directed by the Right Honourable the Commander-in-Chief to transmit 
tlie enclosed copy of a letter from L4eutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding at 
Secrora, and dated the 5th instant, stating the march of the battalion under his 
command for the purpose of reducing to obedience certain refractory Zemindars 
in Oude. 

Adjutant General's Office, I have, &c. 

Presidency of Fort-William, (Signed) G. H. Fagak, 

SOth October 1815. Adjutant-General. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Fagan, Adjutant-General. 

Sir: • 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Commander-ia- Chief, that I have received special instructions from Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, to proceed forthwith, with the whole of my 
battalion and field artillery attached, to the district of Baraitch, for the purpose of 
subduing the refractory head Zemindars in that district, said to be in great force 
and acting in opposition to his Excellency the Vizier's authority. They are stated 
to be in full possession of four or five mud ibrts, and have lately taken one of 
his Excellency's guns from the Ameen of the district. Their force has been 
stated to me in various ways. Some accounts augment it to five thousand, 
whilst others make them from three to four thousand matchlocks, under three 
principal head men. His Excellency has therefore suggested the necessity of 
adding two buttering guns, properly equipped, to my detachment, with a view, 
should it prove necessary, to expedite the reduction of their ghurries or forts ; 
previous to which operations every possible means of reconciliation and amicable 

adjustment are to be tendered by me. 

♦ 

It is impossible for me to form any adequate idea at present of the period 
at which 1 may effect this duty, but I shall of course report progress, or any 
particular occurrence that may happen. 

1 have, &c. 

Secrora, (Signed) R. Fraser, 

5th October 1815. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Secrora. 

N. B. It did not occur to me to state that Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, with a 
view of wishing me to have the whole of my battalion (with the exception of 
an European officer. Lieutenant Colnett, and one hundred and twenty rank and 
file, including recruits at drill), has considered it expedient to order two com- 
panies from Seetapore to take charge of the post Buhramgath whilst Lieutenant 
Colnett and his detail protect the cantonments of Secrora. I commence my 
march on the morning of the 7th instant. 

(Signed) R. Fraser, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 


DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENTS 


RELATING TO THE 

NEGOTIATION OF THE SEVERAL LOANS 

CONTRACTED WITH THE VIZIER 

0 

BETWEEN 

THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER 1814 AND MAY 181J. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The lUh Nwember 1814. 

To His Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, K.B., Vice-President in 

Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

1. His Excellency the Vizier having, at a conference which I held with his 
Excellency on the 1 1th iii»tant, tendered to me, as a proof of his friendship and 
of the cordial interest which be feels in the prosperity of the affairs of the 
Honourable Company, an accommodation of one crore of rupees in the way of 
loan, I deemed it to be my duty, in consideration of the actual state of the 
public finances and the probable demands arising out of the prosecution of hos- 
tilities with the Nepaulese, and the eventual necessity of supporting by military 
preparations our political views with relation to Saugor and Bhopaul, to accept 
the offer with due acknowledgments of the cordial and friendly spirit n which 
it was made. 

S. At a subsequent conference bis Excellency solicited my acceptance of the 
sum as a free gift to the Honourable Company ; but, for reasons which will be 
obvious to your Excellency in Council, I declared, with suitable expressions of 
my sense of this additional proof of his Excellency’s friendship, my inability to 
• receive the accommodation except as a loan. 

3. It has been arranged that the sum in question shall be placed on the footing 
of a subscription to the six per cent. loan now open ; one moiety, or fifty lacs 
of rupees, to be advanced immediately, and the remaining moiety on tlie 1st of 
March 1815. 

4. I have, accordingly, this day granted an acknowledgment to his Excellency* 
under my signature and seal, for the sum of fifty lacs of Lucknow sicca rupees, 
to the effect of the certificates issued in ordinary course to the sub'jcribcrs to 
the loan. A copy, in English and Persian, of that instrument, is enclosed, tor 
the information of your Excellency in Council. A copy of tlte instructions 
issued under my orders to the Resident at the Court of the Vizier is also 
enclosed. 

5. 1 have it in contemplation to propose to his Excellency the Vizier a mode 
of discharging the interest on this loan, which will, 1 persuade myself, be mutu- 
ally beneficial and convenient to both Governments, and which will form the 
subject of a future communication. 


Bengal Political 
Consul tationi, 

11 Nov. 1814. 

Letter from 
Goveraor-Gieneral. 


6. I shall 
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Bengal Political 
Coniultationa, 
11 Nov. 1814. 


Bengal Financial 
Coniultations. 
II Nov. 1814. 

Letter from 
Vice-President in 
Council. 


Bengal Politioai 
Consultations, 
29 Nov. 1814. 

Letter 

from Secretaiy to 
(Government. 


6. I shall have the honour to address your Excellency separately in the Frnatr 
cial Department respecting the appropriation of the resources obtained by thii 
transaction, and on other points retcrring to that department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Moira. 

29th October 181-1. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter from his Excellency the liigh' 
Honourable the Govfcrnor-General, communicating his Lordship's acceptance n 
the accommodation tendered by the Vizier of one crore of rupees in the way o 
loan, be transmitted to the Financial Department for consideration and orders. 


EXTR.ACT BENGAL FINANCIAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Thf Wth Nwcmber 1814. 

Resolved, That the following letter he written to his Excellency the Governor 
General. 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K.G., 

Govenjor-General. 

My Lord : 

1. We have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the 2yth 
ultimo, and we heg to oHer our cordial congratulation on the successful issue ol 
your Ijordbhip’s negotiation with bis Highness the Nawaub Vizier for a loan o 
one hundred lacs of rupees to the Honourable Com{>any. We are strongly 
impressed with the importance uf this arrangement at the present juncture, anc 
we entertain a very high sense of the very liberal conduct observed by his High- 
ness on this occasion. 

2. We have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, a copy 
of the instructions v/ith which we judg^ed it proper to furnish our Accountant- 
General, in consequence of the large addition which will be made to tbe public 
resources in the present year, by meai^ of the loan negotiated by your Lordshi[i 
on terms so extremely Ijenehcial to the public interests. 

We have, &c. 

Fort- William, (Signed) G. Nugent, 

7th November 1814. N. B. Edmonstone, 

A. Seton. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 29/A November 1814. 

To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government. 

Sir ; 

I am directed to transmit to you, fur the information of his Excellency the 
Vice-President Cin ouncil, the accompanying copy of a despatch from tbe Secre- 
tary to tbe Governor-General of yesterday’s date, and of the consequent instruc- 
tions issued this day, bv command of his Excellency tbe Right Honourable tlie 
Governor-General, to the Resident at Lucknow. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Asau, 

8th November 1814. l^retaiy to tbeGovernnwiit 

To 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secictary to the Government. 

Sir: ^ 

1. 1 htn directed by his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-Ge- 
neral to acquaint you, that on the receipt of your letter of the £9th ultimo, Mr. 
Newnham, the Superintendent of Resources for the Upper Provinces, was 
directed to submit his sentiments on the application of the fifty lacs of rupees 
received from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. In a report received from 
Mr. Newnham in reply, he has recommended that twenty-five lacs should be 
immediately remitted to the Presidency, fifteen to Furruckabad, nnd that the 
remaining ten lacs be retained in the treasury at Lucknow for the use of tho 
Residency. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
29 Nov. 1814. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
G overnor-Genera i . 


2. This arrangement having been approved by the Governor-General, thfe 
Adjutant-General was requested tc take the necessary steps to provide escorts 
for the transportation of the treasure, and I have the honour to enclose a copy 
of that officer’s rfeply. 

3. A communication of this arrangement has been made to his Excellency the 
Vice-President in Council through the Financial Department, and vou will be 
pleased to issue the necessary instructions to the Resident at Lucknow respect- 
ing the appropriation and remittance of the money. 

I liave, &c. 


Lucknow, 

7th November 1814. 


(Signed) C. M. Ricketts, 

Secretary to the Governor-General. 


To C. M. Ricketts, Esq., &c. &c. &C. Letter from 

gjj, . Adjutant-General. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 4th instant, and to 
acquaint you Uiat previous to its receipt measures had been adopted, under the 
authority of the Commander-in-Chiefi for furnishing a sufficient escort for 
fifteen lacs of rupees intended to be sent to Furruckabad, by means of a detach- 
ment from the second battalion of the Seventh Regiment. 

Measures have likewise been taken, in concert with the Resident at this Court, 
for sending the treasure mentioned in your letter as intended for the Presidency 
by water from this to Sultanpore, Oude, whence it will be escorted down the 
Gooraty and Ganges, either by the right wing of the seebnd battalion of the 
Twenty-second, or a sufficient detachment from it, to Fort-Williain, the desti- 
nation of that corps in order of the relief. 

The above wing will be relieved and ready to proceed to the Presidency by 
the 22d or 25th instant. 

I have, &c. 

Head Quarters, Camp, Lucknow, (Signed) G. H. Fasaw, 

5th November 1814. Adjutant-General. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

X am -directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a letter from the Secre- 
tary to the Governor-General, under date the 7th instant, and of its enclosuro, 
and to desire that you will carry into effect the arrangement described in that 
letter, for the appropiiation of the first payment of fifty lacs of rupees by bis 
Exc^lency the Vizier, 

1 have, &C. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Adam, 

8tfa Hovenlier 1814. Secretaiy to the Government. 

If 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


8 T 


EXTRACT 



714 


otrofi PAPiiRS. 


ikngai Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS; 

('unwltations, 

13 Dec. 1814. Xhe ISth December 1814. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bert., K, B., Vice^ 

President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s infor* 
roation, the accompanying duplicate of my despatch of the 19th instant to the 
Secretaiy to Govei timent in the Secret and Political Department, and also a 
duplicate of a letter which 1 have addressed to that officer this day. 


Lucknow, 

Q3d November 1814. 


1 hare. See. 

(Signed) J. Bailltb, 

Resident. 


To j. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 

from Resident at ^ 

Lucknow. 

1. I had the honour of reporting in person to bis Excellency the Riglit 
Honourable the Governor-General, the acquiescence of his Excellency the 
Vizier in the proposal which I submitted to his Excellency for the application 
of the interest of the sum of a crore of rupees, advanced as a loan to the 
Honourable Company by the Vizier, to the payment of the stipends and 
provisions which are payable by his Excellency’s Government under the 
Honourable Company’s guarantee. 

3. I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship’s moi e 
particular information, a copy and translation of a letter and statement of sti- 
pends which 1 have submitted to his Excellency the Vizier, and translations of 
a letter and statement which I have received from his Excellency in reply. 


3. The Vizier’s desire to exclude the widow and children of the late Nawaub 
Ashruf Alee Khan from the influence of the beneiicial arrangement, vvhich has 
now been proposed to his Excellency, is not only untoward but embarrassing. 
By tile tenor of Lord Tcignmouth’s letter to the Resident at Lucknow, under 
date the 28th of January 1798, a copy of which is enclosed, the sum of 7,000 
rupees per mensem, as a provision for Asluuf Alee Khan and his relations, 
would appear to have been promised by the Vizier under the guarantee of the 
British Government ; and tne refusal or delay of the late and present Vizier to 
make payment of this provison has always been considered as a subject of just 
remonstrance on the part of the Resident at this Court. 


4. It is, therefore, obviously desirable that the whole of the pension described, 
or at least that portion of it which belongs to the widow ami children or near 
relations of the late Ashruf Alee Khan, should be included in the list of pro* 
visions to tie made payable hereafter by our Government under the arrangement 
in discussion with the Vizier, and his Excellency's objection to this measure, pro- 
ceeding as there is reason to believe from a personal dblike to some branches 
of the late Ashruf Alee Khan’s family, is a matter of serious concern, as the 
only remaining souice of unpleasant discussion with bis Excellency on subjects 
of this nature. 


5. With regard to bis Excellency’s remark, that the payment of all the pen- 
sions by our Government should commence from the 29th October last, being 
the day on which his Excellency’s payment of a moiety of the loan to the 
Honourable Company was concluded, this desire can have proceeded only from 
the readiness which his Excellency evinced to complete the payment of a crore 
of rupees on the day on which the loan was agreed to, Mid it is for tus Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General to decide whether that oner 
on the part of the Vizier should be coosidered as the actual payment of the whole 

• ' amount 
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amount of the loan, and as entitling his Excellency to the interest, or to relief Bengal Political 
from the paytnent of the pensions commencing on that day. C^^tations, 


I.ucknow, 

19 th November 1814. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) 


J. Baixlie, 

Resident.. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknoiv. 


P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a verbal intimation from the 
Vizier, of his acquiescence in my proposal regarding the pension of Teynbba 
Begum, combined with a further desire that the stipend of Mirza Kumzaun Alee 
Khan be included in the arraugement under discussion. This latter proposition 
on the part of his Excellency would require that the sum of ten lacs of rupees 
should be added to the loan of a crore which his Excellency has already agreed 
to ; and consequently I must suspend my acquiwcence in his Excellency’s desire, 
till I'be honoured with a communication of bis Lordship’s commands on the 
subject of it. 

(Signed) J, Baillie, 

2 Ist November 1814. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 18th November 1814.) 

Some time ago I had the honour of proposing to your Excellency, by com- 
mand of his Excellency the Right Honourable tlie Governor-General, that the 
sum of six lacs of rupees per annum, or 50,000 rupees per mensem, being the 
interest of the sum of a crore of rupees recently lent by your Excellency to the 
Honourable Company, should be made applicable to the payment of the several 
pensions and provisions enjoyed from your Excellency’s bounty' by your relations 
and other subjects of your Government, under the express or implied guarantee 
of the Honourable Company’s Government; and to this proposition on my parr, 
your Excellency was pleased to express your ready and cheerful assent. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


I now submit to your Excellency a statement of the several provisions which 
appeared to be in your Excellency’s contemplation, as well as in mine, at the 
time of our conference on this subject ; and I suggest that the statement sub- 
mitted be compared by your Excellency’s officers with the receipts of the persons 
described, and in the case of its appearing to be correct that your Excellency’s 
seal or sign manual be annexed to it, and that it be returned to my office for 
record. 


I fbrther suggest to your Excellency, that the arrears of the several pensions 
in question, up to the 1st of Zeehiy 1229 Hijjuree (or 14th November 1814), 
be discharged from your Excellency's treasury, and that the payment from the 
last-mentioned date be made from this treasury monthly. The balance of six 
lacs of rupees (namely, the sum of Rupees .%88B-10 annas) shall be paid into 
your Excellency’s treasury by half-yearly instalments from the Resident’s treasury 
at Lucknow. 

A true Copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident at Lucknow, 



Bengal FeUiieal 
ConstdtatiioiM), 
13 Dec. 1B14. 


Letter 

fiom the Vizier. 


7l6 OUDifi' t AMtR^ 


List of STiPBMOf bjt HU Eseetteat^ the Ehier. 


Mirza Soolitnan Shekoli Behaudcr Rupees 

Mirza Shflbamut Alec Khan Bebauder 

Mirza Mendoo Sahib * 

Shums-ood'Dowlah Bebauder (excluding fractions). .. 

Mirza Ciseni Alee Khan, according to the recent 
acyusttnent in the terms of Lord Teignmouth’s 

letter 

Akbur Alee Khan and Asghur Alee Khan 

Families of Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung 

Dependants of the late Begum Shums-oon-Nissa. 

lloosein Alee Khan (son of the late Hyder Beg Khan) 

Teyubba Begum and her Relations 

Dependants of the late Tuhseen Alee Klwn ......... 


Balance 


Rupees 


Total 


Rupees 


•ax 

MORCBiy* 

Yetriy. 

Rupeet. 

A. 

E. 


A. 

K. 

6,000 

0 

0 

72,000 

0 

0 

2,800 

0 

0 

83,600 

0 

a 

1,647 

0 

0 

19,764 

0 

0 

16,666 

10 

6 

2,00,000 

0 

0 

3,390 

12 

3 

40,797 

3 

0 

2,109 

6 

0 

26,312 

8 

0 

6,978 

15 

9 

83,747 

13 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

48,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

24,000 

0 

0 

3,299 

2 

6 

39,589 

14 

0 

776 

0 

0 

9,300 

0 

0 

49,676 

15 

0 

6,96,111 

6 

0 

324 

1 

0 

3,888 

10 

0 

60J)00’ 

0 

0 

6,00,000 

0 

0 


A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 

Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 19th November 1814.) 

I have received your letter of this date, with the enclosed statement of pensions 
■proposed to be paid from the interest of my loan to the Honourable Company, 
requesting that the statement should be compared by my officers with their 
accounts, and should be returned to you with my signature or seal. 

As it is my intention to pay Teyubba Begum, and the fourteen persons of that 
family connected with her, from my own treasury directly, as heretofore, I have 
withdrawn that provision from the statement, and have prepared another state- 
ment under my seal, which I transmit to you. 

It is further my desire, tltat the payment of the several pensions by the 
Honourable Company should commence from the day on which the money was 
sent to your treasury. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAittls, 
Resident. 


Disthibotiokt 
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OUD£ FAPMRS, 


|>{gf«winnoH •/ Sue Lac$ RoraBS, ielwf fAe laterett of a Crore of Rupees given 
as a Loan to ike JSononnble Compaap^s Oooemmesit on the 14lA Zeeuud 1229— {29tk 
OauAer 1S14>) 



Monthljr- 

yearly. 


RttpMi. A. R, 

Rupees. A. J3L 

Mirza Soolimiu Shekob Bebauder 

6,00U 0 0 

72,000 0 0 

Mirza SbubSmut Alee Khan Bebauder 

2,800 0 0 

33,600 0 0 

Mirza Meodoo Sahib 

1,647 0 0 

19,764 0 0 

Shums*ood-Dowlah Bebauder (excluding fractions)... 
Mirza Casern Alee Khan, according to the recent 
adjustment in the terms of Lord Teigii mouth’s 

16,666 10 6 

2,00,000 0 0 


3,399 12 3 
2,109 6 0 

40,797 3 0 
25,312 8 0 

Akbur Alee Khan and Asghur Alee Khan 

ramilies of Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung 

6,978 15 9 

83,747 13 0 

Dependants of the late Begum Shums-o(Hi-Nissa ... 

4,000 0 0 

48,000 0 0 

Hoosein Alee Khan (son of the late Hyder Beg Khan) 

2,000 0 0 

24,000 0 0 

Dependants of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan 

775 0 0 

9,300 0 0 

Rupees 

46,376 12 6 

5,56,521 8 0 

Balance 

3,623 3 6 

43,478 8 0 

Total Rupees 

50,000 0 0 

6,00,000 0 0 


True Translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To J. Lumsden, £^., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

The Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan having consented to continue the established 
allowances which Mirza C^em Alee Khan, Ashruf Alee Khan, and Afreen 
Alee Khan, enjoyed by the liberality oC the late Nawaub Asuf>ood«Dowlah, 
computed not to exceed the following amount, viz. : 

Rupees* 

To Mirza Casern Alee Khan, per month, about 4,000 

To Mirza Ashruf Alee Khan, for himself and relations 7,000 

To Afreen Alee Khan, a Jagier, amounting to Ru-l A^nnn 
pees 30,000, or annually } 

I have promised, and now direct your assistance, if necessary, in procuring the 
fulfilment of these promises, by the regular payment of the sums specified, 
and vour countenance generally to the parties concerned whilst their conduct 
entitles them to it. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Shore. 

28th January 1798. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government 

Sir: 

1. In a postscript to my letter of the 19th instant, 1 reported a verbal inti* 
matton fi:om his Excellency the Vizier, through his Minister, of his Excellency's 
acquiescence in my proposal r^rding the pension of Teyubba Begum, and also 
of his Excellency's desire th^ the stipend of Mirza Rumzan Alee Khan 
should be included in the Ust of provisions to be payable hereafter from the 
Hoaoiuable Company's treasury as the inter^t of his Excellency's loan. 

8 U 2. At 


Bengal 

Consultations, 
13 Dec. 1814. 


Letter from 
Sir J. Shore, Bart- 
Governor-General* 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknoar. 
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pupje;;papebs». 


BcegftI Political 
ConstiltfitiiMia, 
IS Dec. 18U. 

Letter 

from Itesidentat 
Lucknow. 


3. At the time of my receiving the above intimation. from bis ExceHeney's 
Minister^ Agha Mecr, 1 had some reason to consider it as an anticipation, on 
the part of the Minister, of what he knew to be agreeable to our Government 
and was therefore anxious to bring about, rather than as a definitive proposal 
on the Vizier’s part, which ! was called upon to acquiesce in or decline. 

iS. His Excellency, however, on a subsequent occasion of our meeting, 
repeated the proposition himself, by referring to his message through Agha 
Meer, and inquiring if I approved the arrangement. I answered, that it 
appeared to me to be unobjectionable ; and that on receiving his Excellency’s 
new proposition in the same form with the former, that is, in w’Hting under his 
Excellency’s seal, I should submit it to the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, with my own sentiments on the subject, which were favourable to his 
Excellency’s views. 

4. The Ministers attended me on the 25th instant, by his Excellency’s desire, 
to consult with me on various matters, and among others on the form of the 
proposal regarding stipends, which his Excellency had commanded them to 
draw out with my advice. I dictated, on that occasion, to Rajah Dya-Krisheri 
a form which seemed to me to be appropriate ; and yesterday I had the honour 
of leceiving from tl»e Vizier a letter and statement under his seal, the former cor- 
lesponding very nearly with the draft which I had dictated to Dya>Krishen. 

5. Translations of both those documents are transmitted for his Lordship’s 
pel usal, and they appear to me to be conclusive on the subject of the beneficial 
arrangement which I was instructed to negotiate with the Vizier. His Lord- 
ship’s authority for my receiving the balance of the loan from the Vizier, and 
for the future paymetit of the pensions described in his Excellency’s statement, 
is all that would seem to be required. 

C). I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt, on the 22d instant, of 
your important despatch of the 12th,* and to offer to his Excellency Lord 
Moira the expression of my cordial tiianks for the clear and explicit instructions 
which his Lordship has issued for my guidance, and to which 1 shall most 
implicitly attend. On my receipt of the original papers from the Persian 
department, I shall seek a conference with his Excellency the Vizier to present 
them, and to submit for his Excellency’s consideration such remarks as the 
tenor of them may suggest. 

7. With a reference to the question of Hukeem Mehdce Alee Khan’s removal 
from the Vizier’s presence and counsels, which is one of those referred to in your 
<lespatch, I am hafipy to be enabled to report to you the actual departure of the 
Hukeem on the morning of the 20th instant, and his subsequent arrival at 
Kbyrabad. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J, Baillie, 

2.9th November 1814. Resident. 


Letter 

from tlie Vizier. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 28th November 1814.) 

In my letter of the 5th of Zeebijj (19th instant), I transmitted to you a state- 
inent of the pensions to be hereafter paid from your treasury, excluding those of 
Teyubba Begum and her relations, On further consideration, it seems proper 
that, according to your original suggestions, Teyubba Begum should be incluued 
in the list; and it is further my present desire, that the allowance of Rumzaun 
Alee Khan should be added, making in all, as per the sealed statement enclosed, 
a sum of six lacs and fifty-one thousand rupees per annum, for which a provision 
slull be made. 1 therefore write to desire that the purport of this letter and 
statement be submitted by you to my respected uncle, the Right Honourable the 
(rovernor-Geueral, Lord Moira, and in the case of his Lordship’s approval, that 
the monthly stipends of all tlie persons named in the statement be issued here- 
after from the Honourable Company’s treasury, beginning with the first of the 
present month Zeehijj, 1229 Hijjuree (14th November 1814), and that their 
receipts be transmitted to me. Let my former sealed statement be returned. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillix, 

Resident 

* ThU deipatch rvlatei to tht improvement of the police. 
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An AccotTNT of the Ptmions payable from the luterest nf One Crore Eight Lucs umi 
H/tjf Thoniand Rupees, given as a Loan to the HontmraJble Company** Government ut 
Six per Cent, per Annum, to commence from the Is/ qf Zeehiff 1829> corretponding w ilh 
the 14/ A November 1814.— /«/si*es< monthly, Its. 54,250. — Do. nnnuaUy, Its. 6,51,000. 


SengBi Political 
Consitltatibnt, 
1.4 Dec. ISI*. 


PENSIONERS. 


Monthlvi 


Rupees. A. 


!’• 


Royal Highness Mirza Soolinian Siiekoli .o,... 
The Nawniib Slmnis-ood-Doivlah, with family anil 


dependants m. 

His former allowance 14,1/1 14 0 

Increased ditto 2,404 12 G 


6,000 0 0 


Annimlly, 


Rupees. A* 1*. 

72,000 0 0 


TIic ilependants of the late Shuin»-oo»-Nissa Begum, 

iilteen in number 

Miixa Sbiihamut Alee Khau 

Mirza Mendoo 

The family of the late Mirza Alee Khun 

and Sular Jung 6,740 13 9 

Deduct from the above, on account ot 
the stipend of Mirza Tuckie’s mother, 
and Moozuffur Alee Khan and Mirza 
DmacI, &c. and Bunnoo Begum, 
Shums-oon-Nissa, and Furzaua 
Khanam 22 0 0 


Mirza C5«em Alee Khan, r.s . — 

HU former allotvance 2,847 10 G 

lncreu‘<cd ditto. 551 5 6 


Akbnr Alee Khan and Asghur Alec Khau 

Teyubba Begum, &c., fourteen persons, viz. 

Allowance Rupees 3,299 2 6 

Deduct fees at the treasury ... 33 0 0 


Mir/a llumzati Alee Khan 4,900 0 0 

Deduct fees at the treasury 49 0 0 


llooscin Alee Khan, sou of the late Hyder Beg 

Khan, forty- two persons 

Dependants of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, nineteen 

persons.......... 


Rupees 

Balance 

Total ...Rupees 


16,666 10 6 

4,000 0 0 
2,800 0 0 
1,6'J7 0 0 


6,727 13 9 

3,3gf) 0 0 

2,109 6 0 

3,266 2 6 

4,851 0 0 

2,000 0 0 


2,00,000 0 0 

48,000 0 0 
33,600 0 0 
19,76t 0 0 


80,734 3 0 


40,788 0 0 
25,312 8 0 


39,193 14 0 

58,212 0 0 
24,000 0 0 
9,800 0 0 


775 0 0 


54,242 

0 

9 

6,50,904 

9 

0 

7 13 

3 

95 

7 

0 

54,250 

0 

0 

6,61,000 

0 

0 


A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillib, 
Reaideat. 


EXTRACT 
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OUOE PAPEKS. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The £9/A December 1814. 

To Migor Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1 . I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches dated the 
19 th and 29 th ultimo, respecting the arrangement for the application of the 
interest of the loan made by his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the Honour- 
able Company to the payment of the stipends which are payable by the Govcm- 
roent of his Excellency, under the guarantee of the Honourable Company. 

S. 1 am directed to inform you, that the final arrangement agreed to by the 
Vizier, and reported in your despatch of the 29th ultimo, is entirely approved by 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General ; and 1 am accordingly commanded 
to desire that you will receive from the treasury of his Excellency, the balance of 
the loan, together with the further sum required, in consequence of the addition 
of Rumzaun Alee Khan’s pension to those previously in contemplation, amount- 
ing altogether to the sum of Rupees 58, .50, 000, and pay to the several stipen- 
diaries of his Excellency's Government the amount of their respective pensions 
from the 14th of November last, as specified in the statement delivered to you by 
the Vizier on the fiSth ultimo. You will be pleased to grant his Excellency a 
receipt for the amount above-mentioned, and to report to the Persian Secretary 
to the Governor-General the date on which that sum shall have been paid into 
your treasury, when you will receive from Mr. Swinton, for the purpose of being 
presented to the Vizier, a corresponding acknowledgment of the receipt, under 
the hand and seal of the Governor-General. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp, Moradabad, (Signed) J. Adam, 

12th December 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter from Mr. Secretary Adam to the 
Resident at Lucknow, dated the 12th instant, together with the copy of the 
statement from the Nawaub Vizier referred to in it, be transmitted to the finan- 
cial department for information. 


Pellticsl 

ClontoItiitkNit, 
S9 Dec. 1814. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Bengal Secret 
Consul tationa, 
34 Jan. 1815. 


EXTRACT BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 
The 24ft h January 1815. 


Letter 

from Secretaiy to 
Government. 


To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency the 
Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed this day, 
under the authority of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, to tte 
Resident at Xaidtoow, together with a copy of one from his Lordship to his 
Excclbmcy the Vizier, referred to in that letter. 


Camp, Hurdwar, 
2fith December 1814. 


I have, &c, 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 


Letter To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, 

from Seeretaiy to . 

Geveraawnt Having communicated to the Governor-General the offer of his Excellency 

the Vizier, as reported in your private letter of the 1 3th instant,* to raise on^or 


* Thie letter .4ms not sppsar «poa tbs CansoltMioMt 
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more battalions of Nujeebs for service during the war, his Lordship has deemetl ikugul Scciet 
it proper to express his sense of this friendly and liberal oilbr in a direct address ConaulMtions, 
to his Excellency the Vizier, declining, at the same time, to avail himself of his J an. iB is. 
Excellency’s offer. j 

2. His Lordship has taken the same opportunity of conveying to his Excellency *™GovCTBment. 
his acknowledgments for the zeal and promptitude with which he has complied 

with the applications made by you for elephants, for the use of the divisions 
under the command of Major-Generals Marley and Wood. 

3. A letter to the effect of the enclosed English draft will accordingly be trans- 
mitted to you by the Persian Secretary. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Hurd war, (Signed) J. Adam, 

26th December 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


To his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 26th December 1814.) 

I have been informed by Major Baillie of the offer communicated to him by 
your Excellency, to raise one or more corps of Nujeebs for service with the 
grenadier companies lately drawn from your Excellency’s territories, to be paid 
from your Excellency’s treasury, during the continuance of the war. 


Letter from 
Governor-General. 


I receive this offer as a most gratifying demonstration of your Excellency’s 
attachment to the Honourable Company, which has been so conspicuously shewn 
in many instances. 


Although the urgency of the case is not such as to render it necessary for me 
to take advantage of your Excellency’.^ liberal offer, I cannot delay the satisfac- 
tory discharge of my duty in offering you my most cordial acknowledgments. 

I avail myself of this occasion to convey to you my thanks for your Excel- 
lency’s prompt and liberal compliance witli the application made to you, in my 
name, by the Resident, for the aid of a portion of your Excellency’s elephants, 
for the use of the divisions of tlie British troops serving against the Gorkalts 
under the command of Major-Generals Wood and Marley, and for the cordial 
and friendly zeal which has been manifested by your Excellency in forwarding 
the views of the British Government in every instance in which there has been 
occasion to apply for your Excellency’s assistance. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 24/A January 1815. 

To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government, 

Sir ; 

1 am directed to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency the 
Vice-President id Council, the enclosed Copies of a letter addressed this day, 
under the authority of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, to th6 
Resident at Lucknow, and of the acknowledgment replied to therein, in reply 
to the Resident’s despatch of the 24th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Kurnaul, (Signed) J. Adam, 

2d January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
Jan. 1815. 

V 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: ■ 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 24th ultimo, 
reporting the nayment by the Nawaub Vizier of fifty-eight lacs and a-half into 
the Company^ treasury at Lucknow, and to transmit to you for the purpose 

8 X of 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 
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of being delivered to the Nawaub, the enclosed acknowledgement for that sum, 
under the seal and signature of his Excellency the Governor-General, together 
with a copy for your information. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Kurnaul, (Signed) J. Adam, 

2d January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Camp, Kurnaul, 2d January 1815. 

I do hereby acknowledge that his Excellency the Nawaub Vizicr-Mu-ool- 
malik Refautood-Dowlah Rufee-ool-MooIk Mirza Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder 
Khan Behadur Shuhamut Jung, did, on the 24th day of December last, pay into 
the Honourable Company’s treasury at Lucknow tlie sum of Lucknow Sicca 
Rupees 58,50,000, which is to be accounted for to his Excellency, or order, in 
manner following. Interest on the principal, at the rate of six per cent, per 
annum, from that dale to the 30th June 1815, will be paid to his Excellency at 
the Honourable Company’s treasury at Lucknow, or at his option be added to 
the principal, his Excellency paying or receiving the fraction of 100 Lucknow 
sicca rupees, so that the amount may be brought to even hundieds; and for 
the principal alone, or with the interest so added, as the case may he, a 
promissory note, to be dated the SOtbJune 1815, will be granted, payable 
conformably to the conditions of the advertisement published in the Calcutta 
Gazetteof 1st July 1814. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Moira. 

By his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 

(Signed) C. M. Ricketts, 

Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Bengal PoHtieal 
CoDsuItatioiia, 
24 Jan. 1815. 

Letter 

from Secretary to 
Uoveminent. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 

J1 Apr. 1815. 

Letter 

from llesident at 
Lucknow. 

the l6th instant, of the result of my negotiation with the Vizier for further 
pecuniary aid to the Honourable Company’s resources employed in the war 
against Nepaul. 1 have now the honour of transmitting to you a duplicate of 
a letter on this subject, under date the l6th instant, addressed to the Secretary 
to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bailue, 

31st March 1815. Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The Wth April , 

To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

You were apprized by my private communication* to Mr. Trant, under date 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir: 

1. You are aware that, under private instructionsf from his Excellency the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, I have lately taken several oppor- 
tunities of explaining to his Excellency the Vizier, both directly and through 
the medium of his Minister, the extraordinary pressure on our finances, occa- 
sioned by the unlooked-for protraction of the war against the Government of 
Nepaul, and by extensive military preparations for the defence of our southern 
frontier. 

2. I have 

* Thii letter does not appear upon the Consultations. 

+ These instructions are not recorded on the proceedings» but are referred to in the letter from 
Lord Moira to the Vice^I^ident in Council^ dated 28d March 181&* Vide page 720. 
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2. I have now the- satisfaction of reporting to you, that liis Excellency tlie 
Vizier has this day formally announced to me his intention of proflering to Lord 
Moira, by a letter to his Lordship’s address, the further sum of a crore of 
rupees as a ioan to the Honourable Company, at an interest of six per centum, 
for such a number of years as his Lordship may be pleased to determine. 

3. His Excellency paid a visit to day to the Prince Mirza Sooliroan Shekoli, 
and I had the honour of attending him. His Excellency, his son, and his 
Minister, were invested with khillats on this occasion, as being the 6rst of their 
presentation to the Prince since his Excellency’s accession to the musnud, 
and after the conclusion of those ceremonies his Excellency signified Ins pleasure 
to hold a conference at the Residency with me. At this conference his Excel- 
lency produced to me a draft of a letter to Lord Moira, containing the offer of 
a crore of rupees. I perused the draft in his presence, and in compliance with 
his particular desire ; and I expressed my entire approbation of the matter and 
manner of the letter, and my conviction that it could not fail to produce the 
most lively satisfaction in the mind of his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
(iovernor-General, as demonstrative, in an extraordinary degree, of his Excel- 
lency’s friendship and regard for his Lordship’s person and Government, an<l for 
the interests of the Hononruble Company. A letter, under his Excellency’s seal, 
in the terms of the draft which he shewed to me, but with some additional expres- 
sions, has since been received for transmission to his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, and shall be dispatched by the mail of this 
evening to his Lordship’s Persian Secretary. 

4. The matter of the loan being adjusted, his Excellency proceeded to 
announce to me his intention of deputing his Minister to wait on the Governor- 
General at Futtugurh, and congratulate his Lordship and Lady Loudon, in his 
Excellency’s name, on their safe return to this neighbourhood, after so long 
and fatiguing a tour during a season of war and anxiety. This intention was 
announced in such a manner as to leave no room for my replying to his Excel- 
lency in any other terms than in those of entire approbation, and even* to preclude 
my suggesting the propriety of consulting I^rd Moira before the deputation 
should proceed. His Excellency mentioned to me, further, in a cursory manner, 
some unimportant matters of request, which lie meant to submit to Lord Moira 
through me, or through the channel of his Minister, and begged my mediation 
and good offices to obtain the concession of those points. 1 assured his Excel- 
lency of my disposition to promote the accomplishment of his views by every 
means in my power, and merely requested him to consider the propriety of 
committing to paper the several requests which he hinted at, and transmitting 
them under his seal in a direct address to the Governor-General, which might 
cither be forwarded by me or delivered by his Excellency’s Minister, as his 
Excellency might be pleased to determine. His Excellency then took his leave. 

5. A paper, containing the requests which the Vizier mentioned to me in the 
morning, has since been sent to me by his Excellency ; and I shall take an early 
opportunity of submitting a translation of the paper, with my sentiments on 
the general subject of it, for the Governor-General’s consideration. A duplicate, 
under his Excellency’s seal, will, I conclude, be delivered to the Minister, to be 
by him submitted to his Lordship. 

6 . I have complied with the Vizier’s requisition for a guard of the Honour- 
able Company’s troops to accompany the Minister on his journey ; and, by his 
Excellency’s particular desire, 1 have directed my Second Assistant to proceed 
with the Minister to Futtugurh, and remain with him during his absence from tlie 
capital. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

1 6th March 1815. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultutione, 
11 Apr. 181.?. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
LucknovF. 


To 



724 


Bengal Political 
Consultation!, 

11 Apr. 1815. 

Letter 

from Sectetary to 
Goremment. 


Letter from 
Governor-General. 


OUDE PAPERS. 

To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 16th 
instant, communicating an otFer, on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, of a 
further loan of a crore of rupees to the British Government. His Excellency’s 
letter to the Governor General, referred to in your despatch above acknowledged, 
has also been received. 

2. Hi: Lordship has addressed a letter to the Vizier, in reply, in the terms of 
the enclosed English draft. The letter will be transmitted to you by the Persian 
Secretary, and you will be pleased to present it to his Excellency with the least 
practicable delay, and to accompany it with suitable expressions of thankfulness, 
conceived in the spirit of its contents. 

3. You will receive an early communication of the Governor-General's 
instructions regarding the peiiods to be fixed for the instalments by which the 
loan is to be repaid. 

4. The Governor-General cannot, however, defer the expression of his high 
approbation of the ability and address with which you have conducted the nego- 
tiation, concluded by the proposition, on the part of the Vizier, announced in 
your despatch. His Lordship ascribes the successful result of it, in a high 
degree, to your judicious and zealous efforts to impress on his Excellency’s mind 
the exigency of the case and the sense of his own interests, as identihed with 
those of the Company, which should lead him to afford the aid of his resources 
in support of the measures of the British Ciovernment. 

I have, &c. 

Futtugurh, (Signed) J. Adam, 

20th March 1815. Secretary to the Government 

To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 20th March 1815.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter.* (Recapitulate 
that received the 18th March.) 

The arduous and expensive war in which the Honourable Company is engaged 
with the Gorkah power, in dctencc of its rights, interests, and honour, and the 
necessity, at the same time, iinposeil on it of providing for the security of its own 
interests and those of its allies in other quarters, which but for such precautions 
would have been exposed to devastation from tlie irruption of predatory powers, 
had produced a pressure on the Honourable Company’s finances, occasioning 
considerable anxiety to me lest any temporary embarrassment should be 
experienced. 

In this state of things, your Excellency’s friendly and most liberal offer of 
further pecuniary aid, to the extent of a crore of rupees, has been seasonably 
received. 

The sense which I have always entertained of your Excellency’s just concep- 
tion of the identity of interests subsisting between the two States, has been power* 
fully confrmed by the fresh proof w hicb you have thus afforded. 

While your Excellency’s offer is to be ascribed piimaiily to a sense of common 
interest and a just estimation of the public exigencies, I indulge the persuasion 
that it has, in some degree, been prompted by the impulse of your personal 
friendship and regard. 

The frank statement of our actual situation which I have given to your 
Excellency, will enable you to judge of the degree in which the British Govern- 
ment and myself personally must feel the obligation arising from this dis- 
tinguished mark of your regard, and of your conviction that the interests of the 
two States are inseparable. 

I accept the offer, therefore, xvith that thankfulness and that sense of your 
friendship, which, under such circumstances, it cannot but have excited, and I 

shall 


* Vldt page 727. 
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eliall instruct the Resident, without delay, to arrange vritli your Excellency the 
terms of the loan. 

By the valour the British arms and the support derived from your Excel- 
lency’s friendship, I look forward to an early and successful termination of the 
contest' with the Gorkahs, whose means ofopposition are failing rapidly. In the 
adjustment of the terms of peace, it is my jjope and expectation that an oppor- 
tunity will be found of proving to your Excellency how justly your sentiments 
regarding the identity of our interests in the issue of the war were founded. 


Benanl Folhicaf 
Coutultatiun*, 
li Apr. 18lAv 

Letter from 
Governor Geumk- 


I shall be happy to receive the expression of your Excellency’s wishes, which 
you state it to be your intention to convey to me through Major Baillie. It 
cannot be necessary for me to profess the gratification which it will afford me 
to be able to accomplish them tc their full extent. 


Your Excellency’s intended deputation of your Minister, to this quarter is 
highly gratifying to me, and I shall rejoice in the opportunity of manifesting, 
by every mark of attention to your Minister, the sincere regard, respect, and 
attachment, which 1 feel towards your Excellency’s person. 

A true copy ; 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Poi.ticai 

Consukationt, 

The 18//t April 1815. 18 Apr. ibi.5. 


To John Monckton, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, the accompanying transcript of a letter addiessed 
this day, under the authority of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
to the Resident at Lucknow, a copy of which has also been furnished to his 
Lordship’s Secretary, with a view to such further orders being passed as his 
Excellency raayjudge necessary. 

I have, &c. 

Futtugurh, (Signed) J. Adam, 

' 23d March 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

Sir : from Secretary ta 

1. In my despatch of the 20th instant, I apprized you that you would receive Government, 
the instructions of the Governor-General relative to the periods of receipt and 
repayment of the loan of a crore of rupees, tendered by the Vizier to the 
Honourable Company and accepted by the Governor-Gener.nl. I now proceed 

to communicate to you His Lordship’s instructions on those points. 

2. It is the wish of the Governor-General that the amount should be paid 

in two equal instalments, the first between the present date and the month of 
September next, and the second between the latter period and the 30th April 
1816; the interest, at the rate of six per cent, per annum, to commence on the 
receipt of the cash into tlie Company’s treasury at Lucknow. ^ 

3. His Lprdship would wish the period of repayment to be fixed at three or 
four years from the date of Ist May 1816, the period of the receipt of the full 
amount of one crore, with a reservation to Government to defer the payment of 
the whole, or of part, should circumstances render it expediept. The tntqreat, of 
couMO; to be continued to be paid on the whole, or on such sum remaining due, 
until the full amount of the principal shall have been discharged. 

8 Y 


4. You 
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Beafid AiliUcal' 
ComultatioiM, 
18 Apr. UUA 

Letter 

fran 8eofctaiy to 
Covenuncnt. 


4. Yw irtH bepteasedioittbaaittiuMe tenmi to tlie. ViMr, «iid oktinMi U$« 
Excdlency's acquiescence in the arrangement. 

On tlie receipt of eych instalment; you will be pteatod to execute* apil 
present to the Vizier* an acltnowledgement specifying the tenns* to be replaced 
by one under Uie signature and seal of the Governor.General or the Governor- 
General iu Council. u wr 


t>. You will be informed from the Department of Finance of the respective 
periods when it will be desirable for Government to receive funds Anm your 
treasury* in order to r^ulate your applications to the Vizier* witli reference to 
the dates fixed for the receipt from his Excellency of the instalments. 

I have* &c. 

Futtugurh, (Signed) J. Adam, 

SSd Mar^ 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That copies of the foregoing letter from Mr. Secretary Adam,' 
under date the 23d March, and of its enclosure, be transmitted to the Financial 
Department for consideration and orders. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, • 
25 Apr. 1815- 

Letter fronn 
Persian Secretary 
to Governmeou 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The ^5th April \%\5. 

Ordered, That the following despatches from the Persian Secretary to the 
Governor-General be here recorded. 


To J. Monckton, £sq., Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

1 am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council and fur record, the documents specified in the annexed 
list. 

I have. Sic, 

Futtugurh, (Signed) G. Swxnton, 

20th March 1815. Persian Secretary to the Governor-Generril. 


Translation of a letter from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, received the 
]5ih February 1815. 

Ditto to His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 2d March 1815.) 

Ditto from His Excelleitcy the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 18th March 
1815. 


Letter 

6^01 the Vizier 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Receiveil tlie 15tb February 1815.) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's gracious letter declining 
the acceptance of my offer to send some battalions with the British troops, to 
be paid from my treasuiy, as the urgency of the case did not require it, with 
the other expressions of kindness and favour. 

As no separation of interests exists between the two Governments, it w'as 
under that feeling that the offer was made. Since the necessity of the case did 
not require the acceptance of that offer, and as I have heard from Major Baillie, 
as well as from other quarters, that in consequence of the necessity which has 
now occurred for raising troops great and heavy expenses are oewsioned, I am 

desirous, from a sense of the intimate unioa which hiu been estaWished from «• ' 

old 
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old beMWttt two GovemimNiti^ to caatrU>tite WHoetitis^' ttiote in the same PoKtkal 

way aa before. But it is not in my power to provide a sum to coBsiderable 
amount which I wished^ I have therefore determined with myself to afford the 
further sum of fifty lacs of rupees, and 1 now trouble your Lordship to re<iuest 
tliat you will give me notice whenever it may be wanted. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swiktov, 

Persian ^cretary to the Governor-GeneraL 


To Ilis Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 2d March 1815.) Letter frow 

Go\ eriior-GeiitTal. 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter. (Recapitulate 
contents of that received 15th February 1815.) 

The sense with which I have uniformly been impressed of your Excellency’s 
friendship and regard ever since your accession to the niusnud of Oude, has been 
confirmed in no common degree by the fresh proof of which your Excellency 
has now afforded. 

Your Excellency’s ofier is, indeed, dictated not less by a spirit of the most 
sincere and cordial friendship, than by a just sense of the connection subsist- 
ing between the British Government and your Excellency, whose interests 
must ever be inseparably associated with ours. Nothing but very peculiar con- 
siderations could have induced me to hesitate in accepting it. 

I have directed Major Baillie to explain to your Excellency, frankly and 
without reserve, the nature of the circumstances here adverted to. I am con- 
fident that your Excellency would take the most lively interest in the accom- 
plishment of the extensive military measures now in progress, had their result 
been to affect ourselves alone. They have been adopted in order to bring to 
a successful termination the contest in w'hich we are now engaged to the east- 
ward, as well as to secure the tranquillity and safety of the dominions of the 
Honourable Company and its allies in another quarter, for the protection of 
which annual precautions have of late years been required. Without addi- 
tional provision those districts would be more particularly exposed to hazard, 
while so large a portion of the British troops continues to be employed in the 
Goorkah war. This last object must be efficiently applied, and your Excel- ' 
lency will perceive readily tliat your interests, no less than our own, must be 
most severely affected, unless the Goorkahs be taught to feel their incapacity 
to resist our power. These complicated demands arising at the same moment, 
have produced an extraordinary, though temporary pressure on the finances of 
the Honourable Company, such as has required to be met by proportionate 
efforts. 

My obligations to your Excellency for your d sposition to assist me in a con- 
juncture which must be an anxious one for me are most sincere, and 1 beg 
your Excdleucy to acce])t this cordial acknowledgment of them. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-GeneraL 


From Ills Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, (Received the 18lh March 1815.) Letter 

from the Vi/icr. 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s gracious letter, stating 
that the urgency of the case was not such as to render it necessary for you to 
avail yourself of my offer to send some battalions with the British troops, to 
be paid from my treasury, and containing other expressions of kiadnes9 and 
favour. (Vide letter written the fiilkh December 1814r.) 


As 



o’ ut)£ I’ APEits: * 


{''oit'Hultacicin9« 
2S Apr«« 

I-ottL'r 

from ishe \'i/ier- 


£rn|!n1 Political 
('orisultalions, 

9 hhy 1815. 

Letter from 
G ov crnor'Ceneral. 




A<i nosdpaii-ation interests teistS between this Sti^eahd the British Govern<; 
inent, under this conviction, every succour and assistance which may be season- 
ably offered or aflurded by me and my Government totite Hon'ounible Company 
is in every respect fitting and proper ; and I regard it as my good fortune to have 
an opportunity, in such times, of evincing my friendship for ypur ^Lordship.- 
Impressed with this sentiment, and having heard from Major Baillie and from 
other quarters, thatin conseqnence of the newlCvies of troops, and of the military 
preparations connected with the war in .Nepaul and with other measures in 
progress, a heavy pressure is experienced on the finances of the Honourable 
Company, which cannot but occasion some anxiety to your Lordship*s mind, it 
has occurred to me, in the spirit of the intimate union which has from of old 
subsisted between the two Governments, to devise and contribute something 
more in the same way as on a former occasion. After maturely considering 
what my Govern men t was capable of doing, I l»avf determined to afford another 
crore should it be required ; and I accordingly write with the pen of friendship,, 
to say that it is forthcoming when your Lordship shall intimate a wish to 
receive it. 

Your Lordship will be apprized of further particulars, and also of some other 
necessary matters by Major Baillie, to horn I have fully explained myself. 
1 hope, from your Lordsliip’s kindness, that you will receive With a favourable 
ear what Major Baillie will represent to you on my part, and tlmt you will lay 
me under obligations to your fiiendship. 

1 was desirous, on hearing of your Lordship’s arrival at Futtugurh, to repair 
thither, for the purpose of enjoying an interview with you, but circumstances 
have prevented me from cairying my wishes into edect; 1 propose, therefore, 
to depute tlie high ill rank and dignity, my Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah 
Mookhtaur-ool-Moolk Syyud Mohummud Khan Behauder Zeighum Jung, who 
will have the honour to state to your Lordship the several matters on which he 
has been fully instructed. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 9th May 1815. 

To the Honourable N. B. Edmoostone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

1. The heavy pressure of the war with Nepaul, and the other military pre- 
parations which 1 have deemed it to be my duty to adopt, as fully detailed in 
my despatch to your Honourable Board of the 9th of February, induced me 
to turn my thoughts to the expediency and practicability of obtaining a further 
pecuniary aid from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, whose interest in the. 
success of our measures is closely interwoven with that of the British Govern- 
ment, whose attachment to the Honourable Company is undoubted, and whose 
personal regard for myself, 1 was disposed to think, would render him desirous 
of contributing to the alleviation of our financial embarrassments, were he 
once apprized of them. 

2. A private communication* was accordingly made, under my orders, to the 
Resident at his Excellency’s Court, directing him to ascertain, as far as he 
might be able, the practicability of obtaining a further loan to the e^i^tent of a 
crore of rupees, and to take advantage of any circumstance which mightappear 
to him as affording a prospect of success to open the matter to his Excellency. 

S. Your Honourable Board will bear in recoUe<stion the offer which his 
Excellency the Vizier made to me, through the Resident;, tp tjtjie fiv, thfli 

service 


• Vide Note en page 782, 
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service of the war some battalions of Nujeebs to act with the British troops, 
and to be paid out of his Excellency's Treasury, while the war should continue. 
An English copy of my letter to the Vizier, declining with expressions of 
acknowledgment the proffered aid, as not being required in the circumstances 
of the moment, was transmitted to Fort-William, in a letter from the Secretary 
in the Political Department, under date the S6th December 1814. 

4. Inrepljr to my letter above referred to, I received one from the Vizierr 
in which, after adverting to my declining the ofibr to raise Nujeeb battalions^ 
and to the information which he states that be had received from Major Baillie, 
and other qpartera, of the expense to which the Company was exposed by raising 
troops, his Excellency concludes by offering a loan of fifty lacs of rupees to 
the Honourable Company as a proof of his friendship. 

5. Neither the amount of this offer, nor the manner in which it was made, 
appeared to me to be so satisfactory as to make it advisable that I should accept 
it on the part of the Honourable Company. You will observe, indeed, that it 
was made only under an imperfect knowledge of the actual extent of otir present 
and prospective difficulties. 

6. 1 determined, therefore, to decline it, and at the same time to authorize 
Major Baillie to explain more fully to the Vizier the circumstances of pecuniary 
emfcarrassment in which we were placed, and thus afford his Excellency an 
opportunity of manifesting his friendship by an offer more adequate to the 
occasion. 

7. According to- my expectation, the Vizier, on being made master of these 
circumstances, tendered in the most friendly manner the loan of a crore of 
rupees bearing interest at six per cent. The translation of the letter in whicli 
this offer is conveyed, and the previous correspondence not formerly transmitted 
to Fort-William, were forwarded to the Acting Chief Secretary in a letter from 
Mr. Swinton under date the SOth instant. 

8. His Excellency having expressed a wish that Im letter containing the offer 
of fifty lacs of rupees on loan should be withdrawn, 1 accordingly directed it 
to be returned to him through Major Baillie. I have, nevcithcless, deemed it 
necessary that the translation of that letter should be sent for record with the 
other papers. 

9. Major Baillie has, of course, transmitted to the Presidency a copy of his 
report of his proceedings in this negotiation, the conduct and result of which aie 
li'gbly creditable to that officer’s ability and address. 

10. The reply which I directed to be returned to Major Baillie, and an English 
draft of my letter to the Vizier, were transmitted to Fort-William in a letter 
from the l^cretary in the Political Department of the 20tb instant, and do not 
require at the present moment any particular observation. 

11. I shall take into my immediate consideration the period fur the receipt 
and repayment of the loan, and shall have the honour of apprizing you here- 
after of my determination on those and other points connected with this 
ai raugement. 

12. I shall, at a future time, submit to your Honourable Board the tenor of 
the communications which 1 may hokl with the Minister of his Excelloucy the 
Vizier after his arrival at this station, and the nature of his Excellency’s [>ro- 
posed request, together with my decisiou on each. 

IS. 1 desire to offer to your Honourable Board rny cordial congratulations oi> 
the accomplishment of an arrangement so beneficial to the finances of tlie 
Honourable Company at a period of great pressure. 

I have, &C. 

Futtugurh, (Signed) Moira. 

2Sd March 1815. 


Ordered, That the following reply be returned to the foregoing letter from 
the Govemor^General. 

8 Z To 


Bengal Politioal 
Coiisuhationsi 
9 May J815. 

Letter from 
Governor*General» 
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Bengal PoliUcal 
Consultation*, 

9 May J815. 

letter from 
Vico- P resident in 
Council. 


To hU Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Moira, K. G., Governor- 

General, &c. &c. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. We have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the 22d 
March, comniunicating a statement of your Lordship’s negotiation with the 
Nawaub Vizier for obtaining a further pecuniary advance in aid of tlie exigencies 
of the public service, and the gratifying information of its conclusion, by an 
offer on the part of the Vizier of a second loan of a crore of rupees to the 
Honourable Company, and the acceptance of it by your Lordship. 

2. We entertain a higli sense of the importance of the arrangement concluded 
by your Excellency with tlie Vizier, which is calculated to afford such season- 
able and substantial relief. We beg leave to offer to your Lordship our sincere 
and cordial cungratulutiuns on the successful issue of the negotiation. 


3. The friendly and liberal spirit in which the offer of the Nawaub Vizier was 
marie is an additional source of gratification. We consider the amicable solici- 
tude which theNawaub Vizier has manifested on thisoccasion, and indeed during 
the uhole course of the war, to afford a distinguished proof of his Excellency’s 
just and honourable attachment to the Company, and of his ardent zeal for the 
interest and prosperity of the British power in India, and a practical demonstra- 
tion of the beneficial infiuence of your Lordship's personal intercourse and 
political transactions with the Vizier. 

VV''e have, &c. 

Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. Eduoxstonx, 

9th May 1815. A. Seton, 

G. Dowdeswell. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
30 May 1815. 

Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
y/ze 30M 1815. 

To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed duplicate 
of my despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and 
Political Department. 

I have. See. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baiilie, 

10th May 1815. Resident. 


Letter To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
from Resident at Department. 

Lucknow. gjf . 

The substance of your letter of the 23d of March last, conveying the instruc- 
tions of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General relative to 
the period of receipt and repayment of the loan of a crore of rupees having 
been submitted to his Excellency the Vizier, I have now the satisfaction of 
transmitting to you, for his Lordship’s information, a translation of a letter from 
his Excellency, expressive of his cheerful acquiescence in the terms which I 
was instructed to propose to him. 

1 have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bail lie, 

lOtli May 1815. Resident. 


Letter From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 10th May 1815.) 

from the Vizicr. j received the translation which you sent to me of a letter from Mr. 

Adam to your address, dated the 2Sd March last, expressive of the wishes and 
sentiments of my respected uncl^ theGovemor-Geoewl, wifi* regard to the loan 
and repayment of a crore of rupees, See. &c. (Recapitulate its contents.) 
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The truth of the matter is this : that as I have all along inatlo his Lordship’s 
wishes on tliis subject the rule of my conduct, so also now, and in future, it is my 
intention to cultivate his Lordship’s pleasure, and to do nothing contrary to his 
wishes. The money which I have promised to give shall be paid wljcnevcr his 
Lordship thinks proper, and in any manner whicli he may prescribe. My reliance 
on the friendship and kindness of the Governor-General is iinbounde<i, and as 
you know that, on the occasion of the former loan, I consiclei ed an acknowledg- 
ment under the seal of the Governor-General to be unnecessary, so in the 
present instance your giving me a receipt for the money, till the arrival of an 
acknowledgment signed and sealed by the Governor-General, is totally unneces- 
sary, and my taking it would seem to indicate distrust. 

His Lordship will send the acknowledgment when he thinks proper. 

A trie tianslation : 

(Signed) J. 13a hue. 

Resident. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, , 

kc. kc. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the annexed duplicate 
of a letter addressed to the Secretary to "Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknqw Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

J3tli May 1815. Re«dent. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 

Department. 

Sir : 

1. With a reference to the subject of the fourth paragraph of my letter under 
date the l6th of March last,* I have now the honour of reporting to you, for the 
information of bis Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, that 
his Excellency the Vizier has this day formally announced to me his intention of 
deputing his son and heir apparent, the Nawaub Imteaz-ood-Dowlah Omdut- 
ool-Moolk Mirza Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan Behauder Asud .lung, to visit 
his Lordship at Futtugurh, and that the Prince, attended by his deputy, the 
Nawaub Moatumud-ood-Dowlah Behadur, will commence his journey from 
this place as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made fur his departure. 

2. The route by w'hich the deputation will proceed has not yet been finally 
determined on ; but as I propose to recommend to his Excellency their crossing 
the Ganges at Nananiow, I take the liberty of suggesting for consideration, 
that tlie civil officers of the Government in the districts of Cawnpore and Fut- 
tugurh be instructed to make the necessary preparations for the supply of the 
party with provisions at the difi'erent stages on the road, and for the honourable 
reception pf the Prince on his approach to their respective districts. I calculate 
the number of the party, including troops, servants, and followers, to be ten 
thousand at the least, and the cattle of all descriptions to be nearly half that 
number. 


3. I stated to you, in my despatch above noticed, my having received from 
his Excellency the Vizier a paper containing some requests, which his Excel- 
lency proposed to submit to nis Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, through the medium of his Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. This 
paper has since formed the subject of discussion between his Excellency and me ; 
and from some remarks that were recently made by his Excellency, as well as from 
the tenor of his letter, a translation of which was conveyed to you by niy despatch 
of the 10th instant, I have strong grounds to infer that a considerable alteration 
has been made in the draft of the paper of requests originally prepared by his 
Excellency, and that two or three of the articles are intended by his Excellency 
to be withdrawn. He promised this morning to furnish me with an amended 


* Vide page 725. 


copy. 


Bengal PoHtical'- 
Consultations, 
30 May 1815. 

Letter 

from the \ i.;icr. 


Letter 

from Keskieiit ot 
Lucknou. 


Letter 

from Uesident at 
Lucknow. 



79ft 


OUDE PAPERS. 


Bengal Political copy of the draft in the courae of a few days, and 1 shall lose no time in pre- 
M^***miv P*”"g transmitting a translation of it, with such remarks as its tenor may 
suggest for his Excellency the Governor-General's consideration. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

13th May 1 815, Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Couiullations, 

6 June 1815. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
TAe 6tk June 1815. 


Letter 

from Secretaiy to 
Government. 


To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable Vice- 
President in Council and for record, the enclosed co;>y of a letter addressed this 
day, by command of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral, to the Resident at Lucknow, in reply to his letter of the 10th instant. 


Futtugurb, 
17th May 1815. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 


Letter 

from Secretary' to 
Government. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. I am directed to a(*knowledge the receipt of your letter of H)th instant, 
enclosing the translation of a letter addressed to you by bis Excellency the Vizier, 
signifying his Excellency’s acquiescence in the proposed periods for the receipt 
and repayment of the second loan of a crore of rupees. 


S. The terms of his Excellency’s letter appear to be in the highest degree 
friendly, and are extremely gratifying to the Governor-General. It will be 
proper, however, on the receipt into your treasury of the several payments on 
account of the loan, to tender to bis Excellency your receipt for the amount in 
the manner already prescribed. 

I have, &c. 

Futtugurl), (Signed) J. Adam, 

17th May 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 June 1815. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The June 1815. 


Letter 

from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


To theHonourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date, addressed to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and 
Political Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

29th May 1815. Resident. 


Letter To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
from Resident at Department. 

Lucknow. fs. 

Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of roy letter under date the 13th instent, 1 
hgve now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his^ Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable t^ Governor^Gcneral, a copy and translation of a 
letter received from bis Excellency the Vixier, announcing the da.y of the 
departure of his Excellency's son and heir-apparent, attended by the Ministers or 
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Ills Government, to wait on tlie Governor- General at Fitltogurh, ami conveying, 
for my perusal and approbation, a letter which his Excellency has addressed to 
Lord Moira on the subject of his deputation, as also a paper of requests referred 
to in that letter and authenticated by his Excellency’s si al. 

S. Of the latter document, in pursuance of my intention formerly announced 
to you, I now transmit a translation ; and proceed to submit such remarks on it 
as appear to be calculated to aid the deliberation of the Right Honourable the 
Governor- General on the purport of the several requests which the Vizier has 
submitted to his Lordship. 

l,t. Nusecr-ood-Dowlah and\ 3. The conduct of Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and of several of 
vt''®'’*- ■'his younger brothers, has certainly been frequently such as to 

give cause of displeasure to the Vizier; but it is chiefly, in my judgment, to be 
ascribed to the want of that mutual adection which is rarely observed among 
brotliers, when each has a separate mother, and no common interest can exIs^ 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah has himself several children by different mothers, among 
whom a natural jealousy subsists, and an appeal on the pait of hts eldest son to 
the Vizier against the alleged injustice of tlje father had occasioned the latter’s 
sullen retirement from Con it, and his refusal to receive his allowance, without rfie 
power, uncontrolled by the Vizier, of distributing it as he thorglit proper among 
ids children, and retaining the provision of his son, which was distinctly jEtllotted 
to him by his grandfather. This ground of disagreement, however, has been 
recently obviated, I understand, by a concession on the part of Nuseer-ood- 
Dowlah, who despairing of my interference in his behalf, lias submitted to the 
will of the Vizier and received the arrears of his allowance. Yet it is probable 
that other grounds of liispleasure against Nuseer-ood-Dowlah and some others of 
the family may exist, or may hereafter arise, in the mind of his Excellency the 
Vizier; and with a reference to all such occurrences, it would seem to be his 
Excellency’s wish that some additional means be devised by his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, more' efficient than even the 
declaration of non-interference by our Government, already conveyed to his 
Excellency, with a view to ensure the submission of his numerous brothers and 
relations. 


thngat Political 
CutMuftntivnf, 
SO Juae l6iS. 

Letter 

from KcMckht at 
Lueknow. 


2d. Shums-ood-Dowlah. 4, The purport of this article seems to proceed on a vague 

suspicion, fur which I see no ground, of Shunis-ood-Duwlah’s being engaged in 
intrigues for the subversion of his Excellency’s Government. The great jealousy 
and enmity which had long subsisted between the Vizier and his E.xcellency’s 
brother, Shuius-ood-Dowlah, during the lifetime of their father, have not suffered 
any diminution by the removal of Shums-ood-Dowlah to Benares, and will pro- 
bably last during their lives ; and altliough 1 see no just ground for apprehension 
in the mind of his E.\cellency tlie Vizier with regard to the proceedings of his 
brother, 1 should deem it to be just and expedient to ansvver tliis article of his 
Excellency’s requests, by an unqualified assurance of protection and support to 
liis Excellency’s person and Government against all evil designs or intrigues, by 
whomsoever harboured or undertaken. 

His Excellency’s right of inheritance to the personal 
’ property of the Begum could certainly not be maintained on 

. the ground of the Mussulman law, though supported by the uniform practice 
of Indian princes and rulers. 

C. The proceedings of our Government have recognized his Excellency’s 
title to the residue of her Highness’s personal property, after securing the 
provisions of her will in behalf of her relations and dependants ; and the 
question which is now to be decided, is that of the justice and expedience of 
limiting the security for those provisions to the faith of his Excellency's Govern- 
ment, by transferring to him, or permitting him to take possession of, the whole 
of her Highness's property at her death, instead of retaining a considerable 
portion of it in the Honourable Company’s funds, to ensure the regular pay- 
ment of those provisions in perpetuity, as was clearly the intention of tlie 
arrangement which 1 concluded with the Begum in the month of August 1813, 
and which was subseq^nently ratified by the Governor-General. 

9 A 


7. The- 
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Behgal Poiiticid y. The Vizier's reference, on this occasion, to the case of the late Tuhseen 
iiO*^une 1815. Alee Klian, which was decided in iavour of bis Excellency's father to the 

■ injury of tlie dependants of Tuhseen, is, I fear, an indication of the conse. 

Letter quence winch would result to the dependants of the Begum from an ac(]uie»> 
froi^li^d^t at eence in Iiis Excellency’s wish ; but be this conjecture as it may, the two cases 
uc now. different in their nature, as to preclude tlie validity of an argument to 

be drawn from our concession of the one, in favour of any title in the Vizier 
to expect our acquiescence in the other. 


I already submitted ray sentiments on this 

soL others, “as a'^gift”frora "£> f at considerable length in a private letter* to Mr. 

tiovernor-Gcneral. 1 Ricketts, and they are favourable to his Excellency the 

Vizier, whose liberal aid to our finances appears to me to entitle him to the most 


favourable consideration of our Government, in all cases where its own rights or 
interests alone, and not those of third parties, are concerned. 


Lucknow, 
29th May 1815. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bailue, 

Resident. 


Letter From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 25th of May 1815.) 

from the Vizier. 

The l6th of the present month of J emadee-oos-Sanee (27th May) being 
finally fixed for tlie ckparturc of my beloved son, tlie light of my eyes, Imteaz- 
ood-Do«lah Omdul-ool-Moolk Mirza Nuseer-ood-Decu Hyder Khan Bciiadiir 
Asiid-Jung, on a deputation to congratulate my respected uncle, the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, on his return with liealth and success from 
his tour to the Upper Provinces, and having rc.solvcd that Moatumud-uod-Dowlah 
Mookhtaur-ool-Moolk Scyyud ])Iohummiul Klian Behadur, Zeighuni Jung, and 
Rajah Dya-Krishen Behadur, shall acconijiany my son on this deputation, they 
will commence their journey, please CJod, on the day appointed towards 
Futtugurh. I therefore transmit for your perusal a letter which I have addressed 
on this occasion to his Excellet^cy the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
containing a paper of requests in which tlircc articles have been omitted, with a 
view to his Lordship’s satisfaction. From your friendship and attachment, I 
expect that after perusing the letter and its enclosure « ith attention, you will 
state your opinion on the purport of them, and return them to me for transmis- 
sion by the hands of Moatuumd-ood-Dowlah. 

Jiequests containtd in a Letter from Ills Excellency the Vizier to his Excel- 

lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, received the ^5th of May 

1 8 15. 

First. Notwithstanding nil my kindness and liberality, actual and intended, 
to Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, his conduct is still such as your Lordship will doubtless 
liave learned from the reports of my friend Major Baillie, and I have instructed 
Moatuniud-ood-Dowlah to explain to your Lordship more fully the proceedings 
of li’.y said brother and others. Let some method be determined respecting 
them, which may ensure their submission and obedience and prevent their 
displeasing me in future. 

Second. Shums-ooil-Dowlah is employed at Benares in carrying on devicesand 
intrigues. My Minister will detail his proceedings to your Lordship, with a view 
of obtaining such assurances as may give confidence and satisfaction to my mind. 

Third. As I am the heir of the property in money and goods of my grand- 
mother, the Bhow Begum, and as I have already agreed to provide for her (lepen- 
tlaiiLs, I trust to your Lordship’s justice and kindness for the security of my 
l ights and interests in that quarter, and for such information regarding the views 
of the British Government as may lead to an adjustment of this affair similar 
to that which took place regarding tlie late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 

Fourth. 

* This letter doe* not appear upon the Consultaticns. 
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Fourth. As children naturally look up to their parents for alt sorts of beneiit 
and advantage, I rely on the accomplishment of my wish with regard to the 
(listrict of Khyreegurh, either as a compensation for the interest of tlie loan or 
otherwise; and if, in addition to Khyreegurh, some part of the Goorkah country 
that may be conquered and is contiguous to my dominions should be conceded 
to me by your Lordship, it would be considered as a gratifying mark of your 
paternal affection and regard. My Minister will submit my wishes on this subject 
to your Lordship in person. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baiii. 1 i;, 

Resident. 


EXTRACT BENCJAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The ISth July IS\5. 

To J. Monckton, Esq , Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Sir : 

1. The Honourable the President in Council is apprized by the communica- 
tions of the Resident at Lucknow of his Excellency the Vizier having intimated 
his intention to depute his son, the Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Ucen Hydcr Khan, 
attended by the Minister Moatiimud-ood-DowIali, and the Dewan Rajah Dya- 
Krlshen, for the purpose of congratulating the Governor-General on the com- 
pletion of his Lordship’s tour of the British Provinces. The Nawaub Nuseer- 
ood-Deen Hydcr accordingly arrived at this station on the IJth instant, attended 
by the Ministei and the Dewan ; and having been received and entertained 
during his residence here with every mark of distinction suitable to his rank 
and to the intimate relations subsisting between the British Government and 
the State of Oude, coiaineuced .his march back to Lucknow this morning. 

a. The Minister, ^loatumud-ood-Dowlah, was, as the Vice-President in 
Council is already apprized, charged with a letter from the Vizier to the Gover- 
nor-General, enclosing a paper of requests on the part of his Excellency, and 
was commissioned to obtain the answers of the Governor-General. 

3. A translation of his Excellency’s letter and of the paper of requests is 
enclo.sed, for the information of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, 
together wilh English copies of the Governor-General’s letter in reply, and of 
his Lordship’s answers to the Vizier’s requests. 

4. The principle on which the answers are framed is explained in the letter 
to the Resident at Lucknow of this day’s date, a copy of which is enclosed for 
the information of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, who will 
perceive in the tenor of those answers a strict attention to those sentiments in 
which his Lordship had the satisfaction of believing his colleagues concurred 
with him on former discussions. 

5. The Governor-General deemed it proper to avail himself of the occasion 
of his conference with the Minister on the i^Oth instant, to express the sense 
cherished by the British Government of the extraordinary liberality of his Ex- 
cellency, in the pecuniary aid which he afforded to the Government during 
the late season of actual and apprehended exigency, and to satisfy his Excel- 
lency’s mind by an assurance that the British Government did not entertain the 
intention of again trespassing on the liberality of his Excellency's disposition. 

I have, &c. 

Futtugurh, (Signed) J. Adam, 

fi-fth June 1815. Secretary to the Government, 


Bengal Political 
Consultations 
20 June 1815. 


Bengal Political 

CoiibultUtlOIih, 

lb July 1H]5. 
Letter 

from SecTctary to 
Government. 


Prom 
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BMgal Pftlitical 
Conaulmioiu, 
18 JhIj 1815. 

Letter 

iron the Vizier. 


Enclosure. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the I6lh June l8l5.) 

After coropliroentB : 

After expressing my earnest desire for the happiness of a personal meeting, 
which is the first wish of my heart, I proceed to observe, that the relations of 
close and intimate friendship and union between the two States, such as they 
have subsisted from former times, are so conspicuous and well known to all the 
world, that it would be superfluous to enlarge on the subject. From the day of 
my ascending the musnud of my hereditary dominions, I have ever been, and 
continue to be, entirely occupied with the desire to cultivate our ancient friend, 
ship and union, and to promote the satisfaction of the rulers of the British 
Government, and especially to seek the gratification of your Lordship, for 
whose kindness, favours, and gracious dispositioa towards me, I am impressed 
with a sense of the highest obligation and gratitude. It is my wish that the 
friendship and cordiality existing between the two Governments may continue 
daily to increase, sentiments which have, no doubt, been communicated to 
your Lordship by Major Baillie. Under the influence uf those sentiments, 1 have 
resolved to depute my dear son, the light of my eyes, Imteaz-ood- Dowlali Omdut* 
ool-Moolk Mirza Nuseer-ood-Deen Uyder Khan, to congratulate your Lordship 
on your return from your tour in health and with triumph. He will be accom- 
panied by Moatumud-ood-Dowlah Mookhtaur-ool-Moolk Syyud Mohummud 
Khan and Rajah Dya-Krishen, both of whom are the true and faithful servants of 
this State. The l6th Jemadee-oos-Sanee ( 27 th May) has accordinglybeen fixed 
for the departure of my dear son, on which day the party will receive the leave 
with marks of peculiar honour and distinction, and by the blessing of God 
commence their journey, travelling by regular stages until they shall reach 
Futtugurh and have the honour of paying their respects to your Lordship. I am 
satisfied that they will experience every mark of kindness and attention from your 
Lordship, and that their reception will be suitable to their relative rank, dignity, 
and station ; for this will redound toyour Lordship’s reputation, and will strengthen 
and cement the foundations of our ancient friendship and union. It will also be 
highly gratifying to me, and will lay me under obligations to your Lordship. 

Some points which I deem it necessary to bring before your Lordship are 
stated in the enclosed paper, to which 1 request your Lordship’s attention, and 
I trust in your kindness and favour to receive a satisfactory answer to them. 

Further, may the days of your probperity and happiness he perpetual. 

A true tianslation : 

(Signed) G. Swixtox, 

Persian Secretary to tiie Governor- General. 


Translation of a Paper of Requests enclosed in the foregoing Letter from his 

Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, dated l4//< Jemadee-oos-Hanee {^^5th May). 

First. — Notwithstanding all my kindness and liberality, actual and intended, 
to Nuseer-ood-Dowiah, his conduct is still such as your Lordship will doubtless 
have learnt from the reports of my friend Major Baillie, and I iiave instructed 
Moatumud'ood-Douluh to explain to your Lordahip more fully the proceedings 
of my said brother and others. Let some method be determined respecting 
them, which may ensure their submission and obedience and prevent their dis- 
pleasing me ill future. 

Secondly. — Shuins-ood-Dowlah is employed at Benares in carrying on devices 
and intrigues. My Minister will detail his proceedings to your Lordship, w ith 
the view of obtaining such assurances as may give confidence and satisfaction 
to my mind. 

Thirdly.— As I am the heir of the property in money and goods of my grand- 
mother the Bhow Begum, and as I have already agreed to provide for her depen- 
rlants, 1 trust to your Lordship’s justice and kindness for the security^ of my 
rights and interests in that quarter, and for such information regarding the 
views of the British Government as may lead to an adjustment ot this affair, 
similar to that which took place regarding the late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 
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Fourtbly.-^As children naturally look up to their parents for all sorts of 
benefit and advantage, I rely on the accomplishment of my u'ish with regard to 
the district of Khyreegurh, either as « compensation for the interest of the loan 
or otherwise ; and if, in addition to Khyreegurh, some parts of the Goorkah 
country that may be conquered and is contiguous to my dominions should be 
conceded to me by your lordships it would be considered as a gratifying mark 
of your paternal affection and regard. 


My Minister will submit my wishes on this subject to your Lordship 


person. 


A true translation : 


in 


(Signed) George Swintoit, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Bengal PviUtical 
Consultiitinns, 

ISJuly Ibis, 


To his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 22d June 1815 .) Letter from 

GovcrnorGeneral - 

I have been highly gratified by the receipt of your Excellency's letter, which 
has been delivered to me by the Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlali, (Reca- 
pitulate contents of letters received iGtli June.) 

I participate in the fullest manner in the sentiments expressed in your Excel- 
lency’s letter. To renew the assurances of my most cordial disposition, to 
co-operate with you in cementing the foundations of tlie intimate friendship and 
alliance which have always subsisted between the two States, would be an 
unnecessary repetition of those sentiments which I have so often expressed, and 
which it has been the object of all my measures connected with the aifairs ot 
Oude to manifest to your Excellency and to the world, both by words and 
deeds. My anxious endeavours to improve the prosperity of your Government, 
to augment your reputation, and to promote your personal comfort and satis- 
faction, are amply rewarded by the gratification which I derive from the cordial 
expressions of your Excellency’s friendship and regard, and by my knowledge of 
the benefits already derived from the progress of those important measures, w'hich 
at the recommendation of the British Government you have been pleased to 
adopt. A firm and resolute perseverance in those objects cannot fail to prove 
the source of happiness to your subjects, and of conscious satisl’action as well 
as real advantage to yourself. 

Had any proof been wanting of your Excellency’s regard, it has been sup- 
plied in the most gratifying shape, ny the deputation of your son, attended liy 
your Ministers, to congratulate me on my return from my tour through the 
Upper Provinces of Hindostan. f feel all the value of the compliment, and I 
desire to offer to your Excellency my most sincere acknowledgments for this last 
and most acceptable pledge of your personal friendship. 

I have endeavoured to manifest my sense of this proof of your fexcellency’s 
attachment by the most honourable reception of your Excellency’s son. I have 
also, in the manner of my reception of the Minister and the Dewan, been soli- 
citons to mark my respect for persons justly possessing your Excellency’s con- 
fidence. As your Excellency’s son and the Ministers are now about to return 
to Lucknow, I propose to give them ti)eir leave with every mark of distinction 
and honour. 


Your Minister has made the necessary communications to me on the subject 
of the paper enclosed in your letter, and I have discussed with hitti at a private 
audience the several subjects which it embraces. 


The enclosed paper, under my seal and signature, contains my answers to your 
Excellency’s requests, the tenor of which will, I trust, be entirely satisfactory on 
the particular points to which it refers, and will form a fresh proof of my sin- 
cere desire to consult your wishes to the fullest extent. 


For further particulars I refer your Excellency to the communications of the 
minister^ Moatumud-ood-Dowlah; 


A true copy : 

(Signed) 


9 B 


Geo. SwiKTON, 
Persian Secretaiy. 
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Bengal PoUtical 
ContuitMiom, 
10 July ISIS. 

Eneloturt. 


The Viziev*5 Propositions. 

First. Notwithstaiwling all my kind- 
ness and liberality, actual and intended> 
to Nuseer-ood-DowIah, his conduct is 
still such as his Lordship will doubtless 
have learnt from the reports of my 
friend Major Baillie, and I have in- 
structed Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to ex- 
plain to your Lordship more fully the 
proceedings of my said brother and 
others. Let some method be deter- 
mined respecting them, which may en- 
sure their submission and obedience, 
and prevent their disjileasing me in 
future. 


Second. Shums-ood-Dowlah is em- 
ployed at Benares in carrying on devices 
and intrigues. My Minister will detail 
his proceedings to your Lordship, with 
a view of obtaining such assurances as 
may give confidence and satisfaction to 
my mind. 


Third. As I am the heir of the pro- 
perty in money and goods of my grand- 
mother the Bhow Begum, and as 1 have 
agreed to provide for her dependants, I 
trust to your Lordship’s justice and 
kindness for the security of my rights 
and interest in that quarter, and for 
such information regarding the views of 
the British Government as may lead to 
an adjustment of this affair, similar to 
that which took place regarding the 
late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 


Fourth. 


7 he Giwernor-GeneraVs Answers. 

The insubordinate and disrespectful 
conduct of his Excellency the v izier’s 
brothers cannot fail to excite my regret 
and displeasure: Such conduct must 
always meet with my decided reproba- 
tion. On a former occasion I declared 
to his Excellency, that I considered him 
to possess complete authority over his 
brothers.; and 1 take this opportunity 
of repeating the assurance, that the 
British Government regards his Excel- 
lency as having an inherent plenitude 
of power in that respect. Any propor- 
tioned and wholesome severity used by 
his Excellency, when the conduct of 
any of his brothers or relations has 
been refractory or contumacious, can 
never be the subject of remark from 
the British Governmem. In no case 
could that Government or its represen- 
tative at his Excellency's Court make 
an observation relative to such a sub- 
ject ; unless where unfounded or exag- 
gerated representations had been used 
to excite his Excellency’s displeasure 
against one of his family, in which 
event his Excellency would expect the 
Resident to enable him to detect the 
fraud practised on him. 

Any intrigues or any disrespectful 
proceedings on the part of Shums-ood- 
Dowlah relative to his Excellency, will 
not only receive no countenance from 
the British Government, but will be 
checked and reprehended in the most 
marked and decided manner. On this 
point his Excellency may feel the most 
perfect security. 

The engagement made between the 
British Government and her Highness 
the Bhow Begum, during the reign of 
the late Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan, and 
before my accession to this Govern- 
ment, will be in the recollection of his 
Excellency. That engagement was ra- 
tified and confirmed by me, both be- 
cause the faith of the Government was 
already virtually pledged, and because 
I considered it to combine with the' 
fulfilment of our obligations to the 
Begum the most entire regard for the 
rights of the sovereignty of Oude. Our 
good faith requires that the engagement 
so incurred shall be fulfilled; but his 
Excellency may rest assured, that the 
surplus of her Highness’s wealth, after 
providing the requisite funds for the 
discharge of her bequests, according to 
the agreement, shall be faithfully paid 
into his Excellency’s treasury. 

It 
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It is superfluous to report, that no P«li»<eAl 

interference on the part of the Britisli is 

Government will take place with regard 

to her Highness’ jagiers, which will, of Enrhsure. 
course, on her tleniise, revert to the 
State of Oude. 


Fourth. As children naturally look 
up to their parents for all sorts of ^nefit 
and advantage, I rely on the accom- 
plishment of ray wish with regard to the 
district of Khyreegurh, either as a com- 
pensation for the interest of the loan or 
otherwise ; and if, in addition to Kby- 
reegurh, some parts of the Goorkhah 
country that may be conquered and is 
contiguous to my dominions should be 
conceded to me by your Lordship, it 
would be, considered as a gratifying 
mark of your paternal affection and 
regard. My Minister will submit my 
wishes on this subject to your Lordship 
in person. 

Dated S2d June 1815. 


I am earnestly desirous of complying 
with his Excellency’s wishes relative to 
Khyreegurh and the country adjoining 
the frontier of Oude which may be con- 
quered from the Goorkahs ; and when 
the suppression of the disturbances in 
Khyreegurh, and the adjustment of 
terms of peace with the Goorkahs shall 
have taken place, I shall be prepared to 
enter on the consideration of the subject, 
with tbe most cordial desire, accom- 
panied by the fullest expectation of 
effecting an arrangement which shall be 
entirely gratifying to his Excellency’s 
wishes. 


Geo. SwiNTOv, 
Persian Secretary. 


A true copy : 

(Signed) 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1. Your despatch of the 29th May was duly received and submitted to the 
Governor-General, but a reply was necessarily suspended until the articles of 
request on the part of his Excellency the Vizier should be discussed with the 
Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlab, and his Lordship’s answers regularly drawn 
up and delivered to the Minister. 

2. The Nawaub N useer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan having arrived at this station on 
the 15th instant, attended by the Minister Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and the Dewan, 
Rajah Dya Krishen, was publicly received by the Governor-General at breakfast on 
the following morning ; and after his Highness took his leave, the Minister, at 
a private audience of the Governor-General, delivered to his Lordship a letter from 
the Vizier, enclosing the paper of which a translation accompanied your despatch 
now acknowledged. 

3. On the 20th instant the Governor-General again received the Minister in 
private, when the subject of the requests was discussed, and the tenor of the 
answers proposed to be returned was communicated to the Minister. 

4- On the 23d instant, on which day the Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder 
took leave of the Governor-General, his Lordship delivered to the Minister a 
letter to bis Excellency the Vizier, enclosing a paper, under his signature and 
, seal, containing the answers to his Excellency’s requests drawn out in regular 
form. On the same day his Lordship conferred khillats on the Minister and 
Dewan and gave them their dismissal. 

5. Copies in English and Persian of the Governor-General’s letter to the 
Vizier, and the answers to his Excellency’s requests, are herewith transmitted ; 
and I am directed to communicate to you the following observations, in explana- 
tion of the principles on which those answers have been framed. 

Relative to the contumacy) 6 . The Governor-General having already declared to 
“j** ^®).the Vizier, in his Lordship’s answer to his Excellency's 

ro era an rela- j papers, that he considered bis Excellency to be 

possessed of uncontrolled authority over his brothers and 
relations, his Lordship does not distinctly discern any means, on his part, of 
strengthening his Excellency’s authority in that respect. An unqualified assu- 
that the British Government would in no possible case intercede in behalf 
of the relations of the Vizier might be interpreted into a sanction for any 
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nieaaures of hardaliip, severity, or oppression, into which the Vizier might be 
hurried, by his own caprice, or the insidious and unfounded representations of 
unprincipled advisers. To remain entirely neutral in such cases would not 
become the British Governnuint, whici) must partake largely in the public 
opinion of the discredit of such a procedure as is supposed. While, therefore, 
the Governor-General could not liesitate in repeating his recognition of the 
plenitude of his Excellency’s authority over his brothers and the other mem- 
bers of his family, his Lordship has reserved the right of interposing to correct 
or mitigate any proceeding founded on false or exaggerated statements. The 
fitness of such interpositbn must be determined by the circumstances of each 
particular case, and your knowledge of his Lordsliip’s sentiments and princi- 
ples of action with reference to the Government of Oude will enable you to 
regulate your conduct. 


2d. Relative to the alleged con- 1 7. The Governor-General has no reason to suppose that 

ductoi Shums-ood-Dowlab. -» these charges against Shums-ood-Dowlah, originate in any 
other cause than the Vizier’s natural jealousy and suspicion of his brother. 
There could be no hesitation, however, on his Lordship’s part, in conveying the 
most positive assurances to his Excellency, that such proceedings on the part of 
Shums-ood-Dowlah would not only receive no’ countenance from the British 
Government but be severely reprobated, 

3d. Expressing his Excellency’s 1 g. The tenor of the engagement with the Bhow Begum, 

desire to be put in possession of I jjritish Government the obligation of secu- 

her dcniise. J relations and dependants the bequests allotted 

to them by her Highness’s testamentary disposition of her 
property, which can only be effectually secured by vesting in the hands of the 
Honourable Company a fund adetjuate to the purpose. It is certain, too, that 
the Begum considered the arrangement to be entirely independent of the Vizier's 
Goveinment, and the Biitish Government is bound to act on that principle. 
Admitting the Vizier’s present disposition to fulfil the objects of her Highness’s 
will, it is obvious that occasions might, and judging from past experience, there 
is no doubt that they would frequently arise, for discussion and altercation, rela- 
tive to the stipends, which would* disturb the harmony between the two Govern- 
ments, and the objects happily secured by the terms of the firet loan would thus 
be dei’eated by the introduction of new causes of altercation and dispute. 

9. A compliance with the Vizier’s wishes in this instance was therefore inad- 
missible ; and his Lorrlship has declared it in the terms of the answer to the third 
article, adding the most satisfactory assurances relative to her Highness’s surplus 
wealth and the reversion of the jagiers. 


4t1i. Reqwesting that Kyree- 
gurh,|and a portion of the terri 
tones that may be conquered from 
the Goorkahs; may be granted to * * 
Excellency. 
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10. The Governor-General entertains the most cordial 
disposition to coniply with this request, and will be prepared 
carry it into efiect, as soon as the conclusion of peace 
w'ith the Goorkahs shall render it practicable and expedient. 
At that time, also, the footing on which the grant shall be made will be con- 
sidered with a reference to the extent and value of the territory : in the mean- 
while, his Lordship hopes that the terms of the answer to this article will prove 
satisfactory to his Excellency the Vizier. 


11. You will observe that the Governor-General has availed himself of this 
occasion of addressing the Vizier, to advert to the progress of the measure of . 
reform in the revenue administration of Oude, and other arrangements for the 
improvement of the country, adopted at the instance of the British Government. 
His Lordship hopes that tliis will testify the importance attached by the British 
Government to the success of those arrangements, and afford you, if neceswry, 
au opportunity ot drawing his Excellency’s attention to the subject. The Minis- 
ter has been apprized of the contents of the Governor-General’s letter to' the Vizier. 

12. The Nawaub Nuseer-ood Deen Hyder, attended by the Minister and 
Dewan, commenced his march this morning on his return to Lucknow. 

13. Tlie Governor-General has endeavoured, by bis reception of the Nawaub 
and the Ministers apd by the arrangements for tlieir accommodation on thrir 
march, to manifest bis friendship and regard for the Vizier and his son, and his 
consideration for the Minister. 

I have, &c. 

Fottugurh, (Signed) J- Adam, 

24th June 1813. Secretary to the Government. 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER /row BENGAL, 

Dated the 9,7th September 1 808. 

Par. 245. On the proceedings noted in the margin* is recorded another corres- 
pondence which took place between the Resident at Lucknow and the Command- 
ing-Officer in the Field, and other officers, relating to operations to be undertaken 
at the desire of the Vizier against a refractory Zemindar in his Excellency’s 
dominions. That correspondence was originally recorded in the Judicial 
Department, but requiring instructions to the Resident at Lucknow was trans- 
ferred to this. The former part of this correspondence was brought under your 
Honourable Court’s consideration in the 129 th and following paragraphs of our 
letter of the 29th of March. 

246. It appears from the circumstances stated in a letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gregory to the Resident, dated the 4th April (included in that corres- 
pondence), to be highly probable that the origin of the dispute was at least as 
much to be ascribed to tne misconduct and oppressions of the Vizier’s Aumil, as 
to a refractory disposition on the part of the Zemindar; and we were conse- 
quently extremely anxious to avoid having recourse to any coercive measure 
against the latter, which might be considered as an encouragement to injustice 
and oppression. It is, indeed, to be feared, that the British troops are too often 
employed on such unjust occasions ; but as we are bound by treaty to assist the 
Vizier in cases of resistance to his authority, there appears to be no complete 
remedy, but the very distant and improbable one of a reform in the vicious sys- 
tem of his Excellency’s administration. At the same time, it certainly is desirable 
that coercive measures should be suspended, in all possible cases, by a system of 
proceeding which should bring to light any acts of injustice on the part of 
his Excellency’s public officers, whose authority the British arms are required to 
support, so as to subject the perpetrators to punishment or to the legitimate 
restraints of the local government. In the present case, the Resident was 
desired to urge to the Vizier the propriety of ascertaining the circumstances 
^ted by Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, and to represent to bis Excellency the 
impropriety of employing the English troops in cases, the justice of whicu waa 
questionable, till by a previous inquiry the merits of the case should be ascer- 
tained. He was desired also to suggest the propriety of a person being deputed 
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by the Vizier to enquire into the circumetance represented bv Colonel Gregoiy, 
in concert with another to be deputed by the Resident bimself, provided he 
should deem such a measure advisable with reference to local circumstances. 

'.’47. Colonpl (Jire^y^pivjutf abated of file , Vizier’s officers 

in securing supf^lies mr ms demci^meni, ua^inJmtllie'^vas ^directed to make 
paiticulur enquiries into this circumstance, and to call on the Vizier to issue 
positive orders for the provision the. requisite supplies. Tliese instructions 
are recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin.* 

1248 . Captain fiaillie, in Ubteply wklcli is recorded oti the anifexed’ date,! 
states his conviction, notw'ithstandins the vices and abuses of the Vizier’s 
Government, tliat the measdres in tne case of the Zemindar in question were 
founded in justice and expediency, and such as he would himself have recom« 
mended. He further stated, that it was his practice, in all cases, to make a 
jirevious inquiry into the justice of the cause in which he was called on to employ 
the British trobps, as, with reference to the actual stafte'ef the Vizier's Govern- 
ment, the employment of those troops in support of his Excellency’s Aumils, 
without minute investigation, had since his appointment to the Residency 
invariably been the subject of his anxiety and concern. Witji regard to the 
failure in tlie supplies of provisions, he reported that inquiries weald be made ; 
hut he added, that he was compelled to believe that the indisposition which 
appeared among the Vizier’s officers to aid and assist the British troops, was to 
be ascribed to the pernicious effect of his Excellency’s own conduct and example, 
which he had in vain endeavoured to correct by every conciliatory expedient. 

249. We are enabled to state, that the dispute with the Zemindar above men- 
tioned has been since amicably settled. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER /raw BENGAL, 

Dated \Sth January I 8 O 9 . 

Par. 86. The letters recorded on the dates noted in the marginl]! contain a 
report of the proceedings of a detachment employed in the district of Kewaee, 
in the territories of the Naivaub Vizier, against some refractory Zemindars. 
Your Honourable Court will obscive, that in consequence of the severe example 
made of the garrison of one of the forts in that district, the whole of the remain- 
ing ones were abandoned or delivered up without resistance. We are most sen- 
sible of the advantage of bringing this species of service to an early conclusion by 
the effects of intimidation ; but we cannot but regret the necessity of such 
severities, in cases where the degree of guilt on the part of the suffi^rers is so 
uncertain and ill-defined, as in the disputes between the Zemindars and the 
Aumils of the Vizier. It is always with reluctance that the Company’s troops 
are employed on this kind of service, when, from the known defects of the 
Vizier’s Goverhment, it is often highly probable that the disturbance has been 
occasioned by the oppressions and exactions of the Vizier’s officers, as niuch as 
by the turbulent and seditious spirit of the Zemindars ; and it would certainly be 
a satisfaction to us to knew that the service could be performed without having 
recourse to measures of such extremity as appear to have been necessary on 
occasion in question. We directed the aixtve sentiments to be communicated 
to Captain Baillie, in reply to his despatch rejiorling the operations of the 
d<itachment ; expressing, at the same time, our liigh sense of the spirit and 
military skill evinced by Major O’Doniiei and the officers under his command. 
Wo further stated, that our confidence in the character of Major O’Donncl jpre- 
ctnded the admission of the slightest idea, that any thing but conviction 
necessity of the measure would have induced him to adopt it, and that oorobMi^ 
vatiotis were by no meaps intended to convey any censure on that respectable 
officer. The letter to Captain fiaillie containing the foregoing instructions 1 # 
recorded on the date noted in the margin.^ EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 

1 > " * 

Duted the 9th Megf 1810. 

Pai:a* 149* A portion of t^e Uroops stationed in the dominions of his ExGel> 
lehcy the Vizier have recently been employed, at the request of his Excellency, 
in the reduction of several forts belonging to rebellious Aumils. 

150. The despatches noted in the margin* contain the correspondence of the 
Resident with the Vizier and several military officers, regarding the movement 
of the troops, and exhibit the proceedings of the detachments employed against 
the several forts, tlie details of which we consider it unnecessary to introduce 
into the body of this letter. 

I 

EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, Political Leu 

to Bengal^ 

Dated 9.0th April 1811. ^ A^ 8 i i 

Letter from, dated 27th 79 . In the 148th paragraph of our last-mentioned des- 

lemberlBOS— (245to849). Refer- patch, t We expressed our approbation of your determination, 
Kjer^™^to“ bT‘5LdertX^^ fa* request of the Nawanb Vizier, and agreeably to the third 

at the desire of the Vizier, against article of the Treaty of 1801, for furnishing his Excellency 
I refractory Zemindar. J witli a battering-train for effecting the capture of some for- 

tresses in the districts of Behar and Dalmow, the possessions of which appeared 
to have resisted the authority of his Excellency’s Aumils and to have withheld 
the payment of the revenues As, from the correspondence referred to in the 
paragraph before us, it appeared to you to be highly probable that the origin of 
the dispute was at least as much to ue ascribed to the niisconrluct and ^pression 
of the Vizier’s Aymiis as to a refractory disposition on the part of the ^inindar, 
you evinced a very laudable anxiety to avoid having recourse to coercive mea- 
sures against the latter, which might be considered as an encouragement to 
injustice and oppression. A similar line of conduct must be followed in all 
sUch cases in future. We cannot too highly applaud the practice which the 
, Resident at Lucknow, Captain Baillie, says lie has invariably followed, of 
making a previous inquiry into the justice of tlie cause in which he was called 
on to employ the British troops, and that, with reference to the actual state of 
the Vizier’s Government, the employment of these troops in support of bis Ex- 
cellency’s Aumils without investigation, had, since his appointment to the 
Residency, been the subject of his anxiety and concern. We ate equally 
gratified to find that the dispute with the Zemindar above mentioned, has been 
since amicably settled. 


PoGUcal Lett) 
from Bengal, 
9 May IBIO. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, rohticai u 

to Benga 

Dated the 4f/i September 1811. * 


Letter from, dated 13th Janu- 
ary lB09.-( 86;) Detachment under 
Major O'DonnoIl employed In the 
‘lirtrict of Kewoee for the support 
of the Vizier’s authority over cer- 
tain refractory Zemiqdors. 


43, We have often had occasion to lament the frequency 
of detachments of our troops being called upon in support of 
the authority of his Excellency the Vizier, in cases of dispute 
between his Aumils and Zemindars as to the payment of the 
revenues. It were to be wished, in order to avoid .coercive 


measures, that some tqode might be adopted for adjusting the disagreements 
tliat may occasionally arise between the Nawaub’s Aumils and the renters, 
through the interference of the Resident, which might not be considered as an 
encroachment on his Highness’s authority over that part of his country remaining 
in his possession. We feel great concern for the consequences of the 'Operations 

of 
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of Major O’Donnell’s detachment against tiie garrison of Pathur Suraee, ak 
described in the letter from that officer of the lstNo^tember 1808. We regret 
with you the necessity of such severities, in cases where the degree of guilt on 
the part of the sufferers is so uncertain and ill-defined as in the disputes between 
the Zemindars and the Auniils of the Vizier, but we are not prepared to propose 
a remedy. We can only recommend the subject to your serious consideration. • 


POLITICAL LETTER from BENOAL, 

Dated Me 15M October 1811. 

1. Agreeably to the intention expressed in our address of the S7th July last, 
we now proceed to bring under the notice of your Honourable Court, the 
circumstances connected with the endeavours employed by this Government to 
introduce into the territories of his Excellency the Vizier a reform of the vicious 
system of his’ Excellency’s administration. 

S. Your Honourable Codrt cannot fail to have observed with sentiments of 
regret and concern, the frequent occasions for the employment of British troops 
in reducing to obedience the Zemindars of the Vizier’s territory, who have been 
represented by his Excellency or by the Aumils to be refractory. The cause of 
resistance, on the part of the Zemindars, to the authority of the Aumils has 
too frequently been the oppressions and undue exactions of the Vizier’s officers 
and the over-assessment of the lands ; and the British Government has thus 
often been required to support, by the aid of its troops, the cause of injustice, 
and to contribute to the preservation of a system injurious to the real interests 
of the State, and destructive of the rights, the comfort, and prosperity of the 
people. 

8. Your Honourable Court is apprized, by former reports, of the endeavours 
employed by this Government to establish, in concert with the Vizier, an 
arrangement which should afford the means of investigating the merits of the 
cause in which our aid was demanded, previously to the actual adoption of 
coercive measures. But the peculiar character and disposition of the Vizier 
has rendered those endeavours abortive. Indeed, an effectual remedy for the 
evil of which we have so much reason to complain would not be . afforded even 
by the success of those endeavours, because the evil exists in the system itself, 
which independently of any injustice on the part of the Aumils, has a tendency 
to deprive the Zemindars and farmers of the means of fulfilling their engage- 
ments. A power of inquisition established in the hands of the Resident at 
the Vizier’s Court cannot reach the evils and abuses proceeding from a system 
of dominion, from which the' administration of justice is totally excluded, and 
in which the will of the Sovereign, stimulated by a spirit of insatiable rapacity, 
constitutes the law. 

4. The present Resident at Lucknow, Major Baillie, has, in more than one 
instance, taken the occasion of the employment of our troops on services of 
the nature above described, to employ all the influence of his representative 
character, with a view to induce the Vizier to adopt an improved system for 
the assessment and collection of his revenues in those parts of his territories 
which were the scenes of disturbance j but his efforts have proved fruitless. 
We shall advert with some degree of detail to the circumstances of the last 
occasion, as being the immediate cause of the adoption of those measures 
which it is the purpose of this address to report to your Honourable Court. 

5. In the month of July 1810, the Vizier founded on the reports of his 

Aumil of Purtaubgurh, relative to the refractory conduct of the principal 
Zemindars, a requisition for the aid of our troops, to support the a^hority of 
the Aumil and to efi^t the destruction of the • ■fortresses of all the Zemindars 
in the district ; a requisition extended with respect '^tq the neighbouring dis- 
tricts of l&uitanpore and Dalmow. -.!* >• ^ 

' ' 6v The 
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6. Tlie measure properly adopted by the Resident on that occasion was to 
issue instructions to the officers commanding the British troops stationed at 
Purtaubgurh and Sultanpore, directing them to investigate and report upon the 
merits of' the several alleged causes of complaint against the Zemindars, tiie 
state of the districts, and the character and conduct of the principal land- 
holders, with a view to be prepared to pursue such measures of a military nature 
as justice might demand wtien the rainy season should expire. The intentions 
of the Resident, however, were not confined to this object. He judiciously 
endeavoured to combine with it the accomplishment of a system of reform 
with regard to those districts which might subsequently be extended to others, 
and thereby lay a foundation for a general improvement in tim administration 
of the country. The sole object of the Vizier himself was to effect the destruc- 
tion of all the foits, not only in these districts but throughout his Excellency’s 
dominions, which afforded tlie Zemindars the means of resisting either the just 
or the unjust demands of the Aumils. The Resident, on the contrary, while 
he admitted the policy and acquiesced in the proposal of destroying the forts, 
wisely sought to provide for the future security of the Zemindars against 
oppression and exaction, and for the realization of the dues of Government, 
by ascertaining the real assets of the districts, and founding on a knowledge of 
them the assessment of the lands to be secured by a triennial settlement. 

7 . In pursuance of his views, the Vizier, in the course of his correspondence 
on this subject with the Resident, proposed, with reference to the Resident’s 
complaint of the neglect of persons already acting in the districts in quality of 
Ameens in failing to transmit information regarding the state of the country, 
that some respectable person should be appointed by his Excellency with suit- 
able assistants, and another person with requisite assistants on the part of the 
Resident, to ascertain the condition and strength of the several forts, the 
number of armed men with the Zemindars, their strong holds, &c., so that 
every necessary information regarding the forts being obtained during the rainy 
season, measures might with the greater facility be adopted for their demo- 
lition when the season for military operations should arrive ; proposing, at the 
same time to the consideration of the Resident, the expediency of their sub- 
sequently proceeding into the districts in question, and there determine on 
future measures. 

8 . The Resident in his reply, after adverting to the insufficiency of the 
measures which had already been adopted to ascertain the stale of the districts, 
expressed his intention of selecting some respectable person to accompany 
another on the part of the Vizier, to ascertain the real condition of the districts 
with a view to their future settlement, and stated his readiness to attend the 
Vizier to the spot at a proper season, and assist him in concluding the settle- 
ment; intimating at the same time, that measures should be adopted after the 
rains for effecting the demolition of the forts by means of troops and a batter- 
ing-train, if intermediate arrangements should not preclude the necessity of 
pursuing those means. 

9 . His Excellency the Vizier, in replying to this communication, objected 
to the Resident’s proposition of deputing Ameens for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the state of the districts with a view to a final settlement of them, 
observing that his own proposal went no further than to depute persons for the 
purpose of ascertaining the condition of the forts and the military srength of 
the Zemindars preparatory to the reduction of the former, and that the object 
proposed by the Resident was unnecessary, as Ameens were already in the 
districts. 

10. The Resident deemed it necessary to report his proceedings at this stage 
of his negotiations, for the purpose of obtaining the instructions of Govern- 
ment. He adverted to the Vizier’s perversion of the object of deputing 
Ameens, and observed that the limited purpose proposed by the Vizier would 
render that measure nugatory. That if it was the wish ol' Government that the 
whole of the fortresses in the Vizier’s dominions be destroyed, -with a view to 
the permanent tranquillity of the country and the easy realization of its revenue, 
without referenc to the conduct of his Excellency’s Aumils or Zemindars, 
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r«ittic«i Letter there appeared to be no necessity for an investigation of the causes of disorder 

districts of Purtaubgurh, Sultanpore» and Dalmow ; and he conceived 
' that die employment of tl^ disposable force already stationed at Suitanpore 

and Purtaubgurb» with the aid of a battering<train from Eiahabad, would 
answer every purpose of the Vizier’s present requisition in the course of a few 
months of the ensuing cold season. But if the expediency of the repeated 
destruction of forts in his Excellency’s dominions, which past experience bad 
proved that the neglect or venality of his Aumils might soon recall into exist* 
* ence, independently of the consideration of justice towards the landholders by 

whom those fortresses were erected for the purposes of self-defence against the 
rapine and extortion of the Aumils, were a question of doubt, there seemed 
strong ground tn insist on the measure of deputing the Ameens on this occa- 
sion, in the hope of accomplishing every just object of the Vizier’s Government, 
without engaging in extensive military operations, from the result of which no 
permanent benefit could be expected under the present system of the Vizier’s 
administration. 

1 1. The Resident proceeded to state, that it was at the same time but justice 
to observe, that the Vizier had lately appeared to be fully sensible of tlie ruinous 
consequences of ilic system of farming his revenues, in the manner hitherto prac- 
tised, to persons totally unworthy of trust, and that a considerable portion of bis 
dominions was then under the management of Ameens, whose instructions had 
been prepared, at the Resident’s suggestion, in terms very similar to those 
adopted in the Company’s teriitories. That a proclamation against the construc- 
tion or repair of fortresses, under a heavy penalty, and in terms suggested by the 
Resident, had been ciiculated to most, if not all of the Aumils and principal 
land-holders in the country ; and that his Excellency had repeatedly recognized 
and acquiesced in a declaration of the Resident’s, that no future requisition for 
the reduction of a foi tress already taken and destroyed, or made over loan 
Aumil, by the exertions of a British force, should under any circumstances be 
complied with, save as a voluntary concession on the part of the British Govern- 
nicMt, not implied hy even the spirit of its engagements. 

12. On the other hand, the Resident remaiked, that the precarious expec- 
tation of any permanent salutary elfects from the measures which had beenthus 
recently adopted at his suggestion, by no means appeared to warrant an imme- 
diate decision in favour of the Vizier’s requisition for the reduction of all the 
forts in his dominions, or even in the district of Purtaubgurh, without an inves- 
tigation into the state of the country in the manner which lie (the Resident) 
had proposed. 

13. In reply to this communication, the Resident was informed that Govern- 
ment entirely approved his suggestion to the Vizier on the subject of the 
Ameens : that it was left, however, at bis discretion, to iir^e the adoption of the 
measure, when he should have received the reports which he had called for 
from the commanding officers in Purtaubgurh and Suitanpore: that Govern- 
ment, at the same time, was hy no means prepared, as the alternative of the 
suggested rneasuie, to acquiesce in the perverted object of it proposed by the 
Vizier ; and that, with regard to the question of destroying the forts, the only 
determination Government was at present disposed to form was, that they 
should be destroyed in cases in wliich the possessors had taken advantage of 
them to resist the just authority of the State, and compelled the employment of 
our troops to enforce their obedience. 

14. The reports furnished by Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Palmer, commanding 
in Purtaubgurh, relative to the conduct of the principal Zemindars, in confor- 
mity to the Resident’s instructions, represented them generally in a state of dis- 
obedience, and appeared to justify the orders which the Resident in consequence 
issued to Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer and the oflicor commatiding in Suitanpore, 
to proceed to the destruction of the forts in the - three districts, of which he 
transmitted a Kit of twenty-two, calling at the same time for a battermg-train 
from Elahabatl. Bat Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer was also directed fiy the 
Resident to mediate' ati adjustment of the demands of the Aumils on the Zctmii” 
dare, without relinquishing the ol^bt of destroying the fbits ; an object which 
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the Vizier continued to urge, altiiough with views dif^srent from those of the 
Resident, who was anxious to combine with that desirable measure such a set- 
tlement of the country as would deprive the Zemindars of the only plea un 
wliich they could justify a claim to the possession of their forts. 

15. This contrariety of views formed the subject of a long and vexatious cor- 
respondence between the Vizier and the Resident, the general outline of which 
it will be proper to trace. But as no difference of opinion existed with regard to 
the expediency of destroying the forts in the three refractory districts, that ser- 
vice was undertaken and pursued with success, and without resistance on the 
part of the Zemindars, but not without dilhciilties and delays, arising from the 
negligence or inactivity of the Viziers officers in furnishing supplies to the Bri- 
tish troops and materials for the demolition of the forts. 

16. That part of the Resident's correspondence with the Vizier to which we 
have above alluded, commenced by his Excellency’s requesting the Resident to 
suggest some plan for the restoration of order in the three districts, and to state 
his opinion regarding the expediency of his Excellency’s proceeding thither in 
person, or deputing Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan to settle the affairs of the 
districts. Mehdee Alee Khan, it may be proper to observe, is Aumil of Khyrabad 
and Mohomdee, districts in the northern quarter of the Vizier’s territories, and 
the most able and intelligent of his Excellency’s Aun)ils. 

17. In reply, the Resident very properly observed, that if the Vizier’s object 
was merely the punishment of the refractory Zemindars and the reduction of 
their forts, neither his Excellence’s presence in the districts, nor the deputation 
of Mehdee Alee Khan was necessary. That neither would his Excellency’s 
progre^ tlirough the districts be attended with any advantage, if it was his 
intention, in the future arrangements for those districts, to revert to the original 
system of consigning them to farmers, nor in the case of his Excellency's 
determining to retain them aumanee, that is, under charge of officers appointed 
by the Government, if he entrusted the settlement of the lands to the 'I'ehsildars 
then in employment. Ilut, on the other hand, if his Excellency proposed to 
make a settlement of that portion of his dominions in the manner adopted in the 
Company’s territories, his Excellency’s presence in the districts was certainly 
advisable, and might prove beneficial in the highest degree. 

1 8. With respect to the deputation of Mehdee Alee Khan (meaning as the 
alternative of the Vizier’s proceeding to the districts in question), the Resident 
discouraged it on the ground of the apparent impracticability of his taking charge 
of the aflaiis of those districts with effect, in addition to the charge he alreaily 
held in a distant quarter of his Excellency’s dominions. 

19. In a subsequent letter, however, written after a personal conference with 
the Vizier on the subject of it, the Resident founded partly on the tenor of that 
conference, and partly on the receipt of intelligence from Colonel Palmer regarding 
the disinclination or inability of the Aumils to furnish supplies and other neces- 
saries for the troops, a proposition for the deputation of Mehdee Alee Khan to tl)e 
districts inquestiou, for the purpose of collecting the necessary supplies in the first 
instance, and for other important purposes; alluding, as subsequently explained 
by the Resident, principally to an investigation into the stajte of the districts and 
their real assets, with a view to a future final settlement. The Vizier, however, 
interpreted this proposition to be the deputation of Mehdee Alec Khan merely 
for the purpose of collecting supplies for the troops, and on that ground with- 
held his consent; and notwithstanding the Resident’s subsequent explanation, 
his Excellency persevered in giving tl»at construction to the Resident’s propo- 
sition, until at length, by drawing from Mehdee Alee Khan a declaration of hia 
inability to undertake the additional duty suggested for him by the Resident, the 
project was necessarily abandoned, and another person, named Mohummucl 
.^Ishrtif, ap()ointed for the purpose. 

20. The real motive of the Vizier’s conduct on this occasion was^ wc are 
satisfied, that to which we have already adverted, namely, his Excdlency’s 
disinoiinatioo to any arrangement which wouhl lead to a just and moflerate 
assesi^ment pf the lands, founded on a review of their real assets, on principles 

consistent 
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Peltucal Letter consistent wltli tile prosperit]^ and happiness of his subjects, and calculated to 
Bengal, deprive him of the ptoiits arising from the injurious system of arbitrary assess- 
15 Oct. 1 811. nient, and from the confiscation of the property of defaulting farmers and col- 
lectors, which had so long prevailed throughout his Excellency’s tJuin inions; 
and to deprive the Zemindars and other landholders of the means of resistiiiir 
the exactions and oppressions necessarily proceeding from this vicious system of 
administration has been the sole object of his Excellency’s solicitude fur the 
destruction of their forts. The object of the Resident, on the other hand, has 
been (as we have already observed) in depriving the Zemindars of the means of 
resistance, to remove the causes which have excited it, by determining and pei^ 
nianently securing their rights and the rights of the State, through the medium 
of a fixed and guaranteed assessment. 

21. In pursuance of this salutary project, the Residenr, in the course of his 
correspondence with the Vizier, and previously to the appointment of Mohummud 
Ashruf, availed himself of the desire expressed by the Vizier, that he should 
suggest what appeared to hint to be advisable for the settlement of affairs in the 
districts of Puitaubgurb, Sultanpore, and Daltnow, to convey to his Excellency 
several distinct propositions directed to that object, the detail of which it seems 
proper to insert in this place. Those propositions were as follow : — 

1st. That an able and intelligent man (if not Mehdee Alee Khan, some other 
person) should be immcrliately appointed by his Excellency, and deputed to 
provide for the necessary supplies for the troops, to make enquiry regarding the 
fortresses and other strong-holds of the Zemindars, to give timely and regular 
information to the commanding-officer, to ascertain the revenue of the districts 
and what the talookas w'ere capable of yielding at a fair and moderate valuation ; 
in short, to obtain and furnish to his Excellency every degree of neceSsary in- 
formation, with a view to the final settlement of the districts. 

2d. That a proclamation should be issued in the districts in the terms of a diaft 
which the Resident submitted to the Vizier, and which was to the followina; 
effect: — 

“ Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, &c. &c. in the muhuls of Sul- 
“ tanpore, Purtaubgurh, and Manickpore liehar, that whereas, with a view to 
“ the security, happiness, and prosperity of all my subjects in these districts, I 

have now directed a triennial settlement at a moderate assessnient to be made, 
“ commencing with the Fusly year 1218, that so the Zemindars and Ryots 
“ being secure from the unjust exactions of Aurnils and Moostajers (fanners) 
“ may with confidence cultivate their laiuls and labour for the increase of the 
** revenues: and whereas it is obvious that, under tliis arrangement, there can 
“ be no occasion whatever for the protection of forts or strong-holds of any 
“ description in the possession of the Zemindars, many of whom have been 
“ proved to take advantage of the forts in their possession, for the purpose of 
“ resisting authority and withholding the revenues of the sircar, whicli 
“ conduct on their parts has frequently induced other Zemindars to act in a 
‘* similar manner, to the great injury of the Government ; therefore it has now 
“ been resolved, that no Zemindar in my dominions shall be perniittetl to retain 
“ a fortress or strong-hold of any description in his possession, and that in the 
“ same manner as the fortresses, ghurries, and other strong-holds in the Zillahs of 
“ Baraitch and Keewuee liave been destroyed and levelled to the ground, the 
“ forts in the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c., shall also be taken and levelled, but 
“ that the Zemindars of the districts in question shall be permitted, without 
“ molestation or objection, to retam or construct and inhabit their houses, 
** gardens, and inclosures, whether kutcha or tucka, and of whatever extent or 
** description. 

“ You are accordingly hereby required to surrender and make over to Colonel 
“ Palmer, commanding the British troops in Purtaubgurh, whatever fortress or 
“ ghurry you may possess, without delay, opposition, or hesitation ; and in this 
" case every favour will be shewn to you, your balances of revenue for all' pre- 
“ ceding years till the end of tlie Fusly year 1216 will be forgiven, and no 
" demand on account of those years shall be made; but in case of yoUr disobe- 
** dience to this order, and the reductioa of your fortresses by force of arms, no 

“ forgive- 



OUDE PAPERS. 


749 


“ forgiveness nor exemption shall be granted, your forts and habitations shall 
“ be destroyed, and yourselves shall be expelled from your zesmindaries.” 

The third proposition related to the remission of balances up to the end of 
the year 12 Id Fusly, as stated in the proclamation, and was to this eRect : That 
as the districts in question had been for many years in ttie hands of farmers, 
and the Zemindars and inhabitants of them at large had been long su^ected to 
unjust exactions anti oppression, in addition to which it was difoeiMt, if not 
impracticable, to ascertain the true amount of arrears of revenue for preceding 
years, the Resident suggested that the balances of all former years, till the end 
of the Fusly year 1216, should be remitted to the Zemindars of the three dis- 
tricts in question, and also of the district of Akburpore, and that no demands 
should be made on account of the balances of those years. 

The fourth proposition related to the formation of the triennial settlement, as 
noticed also in the proclamation, and was stated as follows : That a triennial 
settlement should be concluded with all the Zemindars of the districts, which 
would prevent the necessity of bis Excellency the Vizier’s marching every year, 
or of detaching the British troops to assist the Aumils in their settlements. That 
as this settlement would also involve the specification of a fixed time for the 
payment of every instalment of the revenue of each year, the outstanding 
balances would be at all times clearly ascertained, and there nould be no trouble, 
as heretofore, in investigating the justice of the Aumil’s demands from the 
Zemindars. That the Zemindars, too, would have confidence in the Government, 
and would occupy themselves in the cultivation of their lands, the revenue of 
the State would be increased, and the people contented and happy. 

The fifth proposition suggested his Excellency the Vizier's fixing a period for 
his stay in each of tlie districts to be comprehended in his proposed tour, and his 
issuing injunctions to Ins officers, under a penalty, to conclude the settlement 
with the Zemindars within a given period, and to the Zemindars, under a penalty 
also, to come to a settlement within the same time : and with a view to facilitate 
the execution of the suggested orders, the Resident proposed that a scheme of 
the settlement of each district, under the signature of the Chowdries and 
Canoongoes and the seal of the Ameens, should be submitted to his Excellency 
before his arrival in the district. 

22. These propositions occasioned a voluminous correspondence between the 
Vizier and the Resident, in the course of which his Excellency, although profess- 
ing to be guided by the Resident’s advice, endeavoured to evade the ultimate 
object of them, by withholding his consent to the deputation of a person vested 
with the requisite powers and instructions to collect the information, and supply 
the materials necessary for the conclusion of the triennial settlement on just and 
moderate terms. His Excellency met that article of the Resident’s propositions, 
by announcing his intention to depute an officer of his Government merely for 
purposes connected with the supply of the troops and the destruction of the 
forts, referring the Resident to a former letter, in which bis Excellency had sig- 
nihed that the Aumils must be left to decide on the real amount of the revenue 
and the capacity of the lands, aod that if after the Aumil’s decision any person 
proved refractory and refused to satisfy the just claims of the State, the com- 
manding-officer of the British troops should be instructed to act against him. 
His Excellency maintained the impracticability of framing a scheme of the 
settlement such as the Resident had suggested, and signified to him that if he 
desired to know what the districts were capable of yielding, his Excellency 
would inform him, as soon as it could be ascertained by the papers which might 
hereafter be sent by the Aumils. His Excellency resisted also the proposition 
for the remission of balances, but expressed bis concurrence in the expraiency 
of the triennial settlement. 

23. It is unnecessary to describe the various points of discussion which formed 
the subjects of this correspondence and of frequent conforences with the Vizier, 
and it is sufficient to state, that the Resident finally succeeded in obtaining his 
Excellency’s consent to most of the propositions which had been submitted to 
him. His Excellency actually issued the su^sted proclamation, and appointed 
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offioeV (M^faiilfnud Ashruf aboVe mentioned) with the requisite powers, ancf 
instrotilidn^ conformable to the Residedt’s recommendation. 

S4> In tbe meantime the baiflering<*train having arrived, Lieotenant- Colonel 
Paliher proceeded with the British troops into the districts, to execute his orders 
relative to the suppression of the refractory Zemindars and the demolition of 
the for^s. His Operations, although continually impeded by the negligence or 
inefficiency of the Aumils, were conducted with success and without any 
opposition. 

25. For the details of the preceding concise and imperfect narrative, we beg 
leave to refer your Honourable Court to the despatches frojn the Resident which 
will be found recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin.* 

26. We deem it proper, however, to bring more paiticularly under the notice 
of your Honourable Court a despatch from the Resident dated the 5lh of Decem- 
ber, recorded as per margin,')' as representing the condition of affairs in his 
Excellency’s country, and his Excellency’s conduct in a point of view that 
appeared urgently to call for the interposition of this Government in support 
of the measures which the Resident had so laudably, but, as it ultimately proved, 
vainly pursued, to effect a reform in his Excellency’s internal administration. 

27. We have stated above, that the Vizier had at length been induced to 
acquiesce in the Resident’s propositions, and had deputed IVlohummud Ashruf 
into the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c. with powers and instructions conformable 
to the Resident’s suggestions. It soon appeared, however, that Mohummud 
Ashruf totally perverted the object of his mission ; that instead of adopting 
measures to ascertain the real assets and condition of the districts, with a view 
to tbe relief of the Zemindars and farmers from the excessive demands and 
extortions to which they had so long been exposed, to the ruin and distuibance 
of the country and to the conclusion of a triennial settlement on just and 
moderate terms, Mohummud Ashruf acted as if deputed lor the sole purpose of 
increasing the revenues, by exacting even larger sums fiom the Zemindars than 
they had hitherto been accustomed to pay. This was sufficiently evident from 
an address of Mohummud Ashruf himself to the Vizier, a translation of which 
formed an enclosure In the Resident’s despatch. In a remonstrance which on 
this occasion the Resident addressed to the Vizier, he justly remarked, that 
from Mohummud Ashrufs own report, it was evident “ that nothing but 
“ oppression to the Ryots, disputes between Mohummud Ashruf and the Zemin- 
“ dars, and finally disorder in the country, could be expected from his deputa- 
“ tion. That the views which the Resident had entertained, and for the satis- 
“ factory accomplishment of which both the Vizier and he had laboured so 
“ long and had held so many unpleasant discussions during a period of live 
“ months, must be entirely and inevitably frustrated, and that no satisfactory 
“ arrangement could now be made in the current year.” 

28. In thus reporting the failure of his endeavours to effect a beneficial arrange- 
ment with regard to the districts of Purtaubgurh, Sultanpore, and Dalmow, the 
Resident brought under the notice of Government the condition of the extensive 
territories formerly under the charge of the late Alrnass Alee Khan, to which we 
have already brie^ adverted. 

29. The Resident represented the state of these territories in the following 
words “ The districts which were occupied by that Aumil (Alrnass Alee Khan), 
“ yielding an annual revenue of about thirty lacs of rupees, had been transferred 
" immediately on his death, in opposition to my wishes and suggestions, to the 
“ Eunuch Rehraut Alee Khan, Almass’s nominal brother, whose failure in the 
“ payment of the revenue occasioned his removal and disgrace in the course of a 
“ few months, and the subsequent transfer of the districts on similar terms to 
“ a person named Mirza Jan, the adopted son of Alrnass, who has also neces- 
“ sarily failed to fulfil his engagements to the Government, and is now under 

“ personal 
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“ personail restraint for-l)a)ance8 which can never be Jiqifidated, ahd.the demand 
« of a large portion of which i8> in my opinion, unjust and opprossiveo” 

30. The Resident proceeded to state, that on the occasion of tlie death of 
Almass Alee Khan, and on the two subsequent occasions of the trtinsfef of the 
districts which he farmed to his nominal brother and son, at the exorbitant rate 
of his engagements, the Resident suggested in strong terms to the Vizier the 
impropriety of his consigning so large a portion of his dominions to any indi- 
vidual Aumil, more particularly to the dependants of Almass, and the expe- 
diency of his appointing a number of trustworthy persons as Ameens, to inves- 
tigate and report upon the real state of the districts and the condition of the 
landholders and peasantry, with a view to a beneficial arrangement for the future 
management of the country ; but that a compliance with the Resident's sug- 
gestions was evaded by his Excellency, upon grounds which piccluded the 
Resident from continuing to urge the point. The Resident added, that the 
territories which had thus been farmed by Almass, Rehmut Alee Kbau, and 
Mirza Jan, in succession, had now been parcelled out to a number of petty 
farmers, without any reduction of the terms, and under circumstances which 
precluded the possibility of the due realization of the revenue, without the 
gradual devastation of the lauds and the ruin of the landholder and peasantry, 

31. The Resident reported, that lie had again set before tlic Vizier the ruinous 
consequences of those measures, and had predicted to his Excellency the speedy 
removal and imprisonment of a majority, if not all, of the newly-appointed Aumils, 
whose personal wealth only,, anrl by no means their capacity for the trust, had 
induced their nomination. The Resident further observed to the Vizier, with 
great justice, that individual wealth among his subjects, and tlie sources from 
which it was derived, were now ncaily af an end and must very shortly be 
exhausted; and that ultimately, when the soil of his dominions, and the indus- 
trious cultivators of that soil, should form the only sources of his revenues, he 
would find the first to be totally unproductive, and would search for the latter in 
vain. 
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32. The Resident continued in his despatch his report of the substance of 
additional remarks and remonstrances on the same subject ; in the course of which 
he had suggested to his Excellency the justice of remitting a portion of the balances, 
and had repeated his earnest advice that a system so ruinous should be imme- 
diately corrected. 

33. The Resident, after noticing the failure of all his remonstrances, concludes 
with the following observation: — “ His Excellency’s leading passion of avarice, 
“ and all its concomitant evils, have, as is natural, increase<l with his age; and 
“ the reluctance and impatience with which he ever listened to remonstrance 
“ against the inordinate gratification of this passion, or against any other unjust 
“ measure of his Government, have lately arisen to a degree of jieevishncss and 
“ irritation, which renders the efficient conduct of the duties of my station at 
“ his Court, combined with the observances and offices of personal respect and 
“ conciliation, a great deal more difficult than before.” 

34. As an instance of the truth of this latter remark, the Resident took this 
occasion to report to Government that the Vizier having recently evinced a 
design to take advantage of the change of his system, with regard to the districts 
of Almass, by whom and his successors m office the jagier of Tujummool Hoo- 
sein Khan (the son of the late celebrated Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan) had been 
farmed, for the purpose of converting this jagier into an annual pension, to the 
manifest loss of the Jagierdar, he (the Resident) considered it to be his duty to 
remonstrate against the execution of this design in the n>ost urgent terms, and to 
state to his Excellency the impropriety of his adopting any new measures with 
>egard to the jagier without the previous sanction of the British Government, at 
whose instance it was originally granted to Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan, and sub- 
sequently confirmed in the possession of his only son and representative. 


35. This remonstrance, however, only produccil on the part of the Vizier an 
avowal of his intention to commute the jagier, and an ungenerous complaint 
against the support afforded by the British Government to Tujummool Hoosein 

Khan 
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^fromBemnii* Khan and others in a similar predicament; alluding principally to the protection 
140et. ifli*. afforded to that person by this 'Government on the occasion of the calunanious 
— accusation of an attempt against the Vizier’s life, the particulars, of which were 
reported to your Honourable Court in the Governor-General in .Couhcil’s 
address of the 4th August I 8 O 9 . The Resident repelled this unjust insinuation 
with proper spirit, but deemed it necessary to call for instructions on the 
question of opposing the resumption of the jagier. The Resident also* desired 
instructions with regard to the propriety of his more active interference for the 
protection of the dependants of Almass Alee Khan, in their character of Aumils, 
against the unjust demands of the Vizier. 

36. The Governor-General in Council deemed the present a fit occasion for 
calling on his Excellency the Vizier to fulfil that article of the Treaty of 1801, 
by which he engaged to “ establish in his reserved dominions such a system of 
administration (to be carried into efi'ect by his owu officers) as should be con- 
ducive to the prosperity of his subjects, and be calculatetl to secure the lives 
“ and property of the inhabitants.” The efforts of the Resident had fruitlessly 
been employed, as we have shewn in the preceding part of this despatch, to lay a 
foundation for a general reform, by introducing it into those. districts, for the 
tranquillization of which his Excellency the Vizier had required the aid of our 
troops, and he had in vain endeavoured to persuade his Excellency to abrogate 
that ruinous system of farming which prevailed in the extensive territories for- 
merly manag^ by the late Almass Alee Khan. The alternative, therefore, was 
left to the British Government, of acquiescing in the failure of those efforts, and 
thereby encouraging the Vizier in a resistance to the legitimate coiiusels of the 
Resident, and sanctioning by its silence the continuance of a vicious and oppres- 
sive system of administration, which Government had so long upheld by the 
unavoidable employment of its troops in the suppression of disorders, the conse- 
quence of that system, or to aim at the removal of those evils by a direct inter- 
position of that weight and influence which it is entitled to possess and to 
employ by the nature of the connexion betweem tiie two States and by the 
express provisions of treaty. 

37 . The Governor-General in Council could have no hesitation in adopting 
the latter course of proceeding. The necessary instructions were accordingly 
issued to the Resident at Lucknow, under date the i28th of December 1810, 
accompanied by a suitable letter from the Governor- General to the address of 
Ills Excellency the Vizier. 

38. The Governor- General commenced this address by referring to recent 
transactions, and to the negotiations which had passed between the Vizier and 
the Resident, and which the conduct of his Excellency’s officers, of the very 
persons whose duty it was to carry into effect the measures recommentled by the 
Resident and acquiesced in by his Excellency, had rendered abortive. His 
Lordship then proceeded to advert to the evils and errors of the existing system 
of the administration of the revenue in the Vizier’s dominions ; to the almost 
annual employment of British troops in suppressing disorders occasioned by the 
prevalence of that system ; to the consequent right and duty of the British 
Government to inquire into the sources of this evil, and to urge the adoption of 
such a system of measures as, in the judgment of that Government, was calcu- 
lated to counteract it, without injury to the rights and authority of his Excellency. 

39* The Governor-General next adverted to the obligation imposed on the 
Vizier by the sixth article of the Ticaty of 180J to reform the system of bis 
administration, referring also to a supplemental agreement resulting from the late 
Governor-General Marquis Wellesley’s personal conferences with his, Excellency 
in the year 1809, by which the Vizier engaged to advise with the British Govern- 
ment and to conform to its counsels, in the establishment of an improved 
system of administration within the reserved territories, and also in all affairs 
connected with the ordinary Government of those territories and with the usual 
exercise of his Excellency’s established authority. 

40. His Lordship having next adverted to the actual exercise of this 
of counsel through the legitimate organ of the British representative at his EX" 

cellency’s Court, to the ^ihire of the Resident's endeavours to accomplish the 
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olgect of it, «nd to the duty consequently devolving upon 'Mr Lordship to inter- 
pose^ in the form of a direct address, the earnest advice and recommendadon of 
the British Government on this important subject; proceeded to point out more 
particularly the causes of the evils and abuses prevailing in the administration. 

41. His Lordship observed, that those evils and abuses arose princijndly from 
the destructive practice of assigning the chaige of the collections to persons whb 
offered the highest terms ; from the uncertain tenure by which the Aumils held 
the chaige of their respective districts ; . from the violation of the engagements 
contracted between the Aumils, Zemindars, under-renters, and Ryots; from the 
arbitrary and oppressive exactions which pervaded the whole S 5 stein of the 
revenue through every gradation, from the Aumil to the Ryot ; from the defective 
and injudicious constitution of that system and the injurious mode of making the 
collections ; that it was solely to the prevalence of this defective and destructive 
system of administration, that the refractory disposition of the Zemindars, tlie 
failure of the Aumils and farmers in the execution of their engagements, the 
existence of heavy balances, and all the disorders which so frequently required 
the employment of troops, were to be attributed. 

49, Having then stated that these evils could alone be remedied by an essen- 
tial change in the system of assessment, management of collection, his Lord- 
ship proceeded to trace the outline of a plan of reform which he recom- 
mended to his Excellency's adoption, and of which the following composed 
the fundamental principles, viz. a just and moderate assessment ; a settlement 
fbr a term of years ; the- conclusion of engagements, by gradation, from the 
Aumil to the Ryot, and the guarantee of those engagements by the authority 
of the State. 

43. For the details of this scheme of reform, as far as the Governor-General 
in Council deemed' it necessary to describe them in a letter to the Vizier's 
address, we beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to the record of that 
document which is entored on the proceedings of the date noted in the 
margin.* 

44. Your Honourable Court will observe, that the Governor-General in bis 
letter to the Vizier had not adverted to that branch of administration, without 
which no arrangement for the due management of the revenues can ever be 
completely efficient, namely, the establishment of tribunals of justice for the 
protection of the lives and property of the subjects, for the detection and 
punishment of crimes, for the redress of grievances and for the adjustment of 
disputed claims. The Governor-General in Council was withheld from intro- 
ducing that subject, by his unwillingness to press at once upon his Excellency’s 
attention too many objects of reform, and thereby diminish the hope of his 
regard to any ; but the Resident was instructed to bring that important subject 
under discussion, also, at a proper season. 

45. As affording a striking instance of the evils of the existing system of 
the Vizier’s administration, the Governor-General took occasion to introduce 
the subject of the lands held b^ the late Almass Alee Khan, noticing the salu- 
tary but successless counsel of the Resident with regard to the future manage- 
ment of those lands, pointing out the ruinous consequences of the system, and 
combining with the discussion an appeal to the Vizier in favour of the depen- 
dants of Almass Alee Khan ; referring his Excellency, however, to the Resi- 
dent, to whom particular instructions on these points had been issued. 

46. The Governor-General added his earnest request, that the Vizier would 
give his serious and immediate attention to the accomplishment of the object 
of reform ; an object in every respect so important to his Excellency's inte- 
rests, his reputation, the prosperity and tranquillity of his country, and the 
comfort and happiness of his subjects ; in which salutary work, his Lordship 
informed him, the Resident would be prepared, under instructions issued to 
him for that purpose, to afford to his Excellency every degree of assistance and 
support, 

47. The 
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^ a stipend, and to the claiin* to every degree of favour and induigeOce which 

the family of the late Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan possessed on his Excellency 
and the Company, and soliciting the Vizier in the strongest terms to abstain 
from the prosecution of a measure so injurious to the interests of Tujummoot 
Hoosein Khan. 

I 

48. The instructions issued to the Resident on this occasion commenced 
with a communication of tiie Govemor-Oeneral in Council’s entire approbation 
of the whole of the Resident's proceedings, as reported in bis despatcliefc 
After expressions of regret at the failure of the Resident’s zealous and laudable 
endeavours to induce the Vizier to commence the work of reform, tlie motives 
and the necessity of the direct interference of Government were stated to the 
following effect : that its interests were too deeply concerned in the reform of 
the present vicious system of administration in his Excellency’s dominions to 
permit the Governor-General in Council tacitly to acquiesce in its continuance; 
that to the evils and abuses of that system, to the oppression and injustice 
which naturally dowecl from it, were principally to be ascribed those disorders 
which the British troops were so frequently employed to suppress : that this 
Government had ever viewed with painful regret the employment of its troops 
in services of this nature, the general tendency of which had necessarily been 
to uphold and encourage those acts of violence, injustice, and extortion, which 
a system erroneous in its principle and oppressive in its operation could not 
fail to engender. 

49 . That it concerned the reputation of the British Government, therefore, 
as well as its interest, to interpose the weight of its influence, for tire introduc- 
tion of a reform which might relieve us from the imputation of being the 
instruments of oppression and injustice, of perpetuating the practical gradation 
of evils and abuses which, unsupported by the military power of the Company, 
would speedily produce their natural consequences, successful resistance to the 
authority of the Vizier, and general anarchy and confusion throughout bis Excel- 
lency’s dominions. 

50. A reference being then made to an enclosed copy of the letter to the 
Vizier for a knowledge of the arrangement recommended by Government for 
the reform of the administration, it was observed, that adverting to the charac- 
ter and established habits of the \'izier, the Governor-General in Council did 
not entertain very sanguine hopes that either the proposed arrangement would 

* he carried into complete effect, or that the engagements which might be con- 
cluded under it would be faithfully adhered to. That it was to be apprehended, 
his Excellency would nut be induced to accede to the terms of a just and mode- 
rate assessment ; to sacrifice, for the hope of some permanent but distant benefit,, 
any prospect, however fallacious, of immediate pecuniary profit. That while 
he acquiesced in the expediency of the plan, he would interpose obstacles to its 
efficient execution ; and that its operation would be in a great measure defeatedt 
by piactices and abuses which the ordinances of a wise and well-conqtituted 
Government, or a strong and steady principle of justice in the governing power, 
was alone capable of restraining. 

51. That at tlie same time, however, even a defective execution of the plan 
would be attende<l with some advantage. That the engagements which might 
be concluded would at least form a criterion by which to judge of the merits of 
complaints of oppression, to regulate demands, to afford relief, or to inflict 
punishment ; and that some foundation would be laid for the gradual improve- 
ment of the system of administration. 'Tliat at all events, this Government 
discharged a positive duty, by employing its efforts for the correction of evils 
affecting its own interests, the interests of humanity and justice, those of the 
Vizier and his subjects, and the prosperity and tranquillity of his dominions j 
Mid that Government preserved, by asserting and exercising it, that right of 
interfeiencc, whicli by disuse might prescript! vely be lost or essentially impaired, 
and which if not on the present, might on some future occasion be efficiently 
exercised. 

53. These 
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to due Vusiier, but nequiring an adherence to its fundamental priuctples. 

53. Although the Governor-General in Council was aware that both the state 
of the Vizier’s country and bis Excellency’s views and dispositions were entirely 
adverse to the success of a proposition for the introduction of that most efficient 
and beneficial of all systems of inform, a permanent settlement of the lano 
revenue, yet his Lordsliip in Council deemed it advisable to state some remarks 
on its peculiar applicability to the condition of a government, which by its 
dependent connection with another was not subject to great occasional increase 
of charge by war, and the expenses of which, therefore, might themselves be 
considered as permanently fixed ; anti to express to the Resident our opinion, 
that it should be an object of our policy gradually to bring it about, and that 
Government could not employ the influence which it had a right to exercise over 
the afiairs of Oude either more usefully or more woithily, than first in pro- 
moting the general improvement of the internal administration of that country 
(which was the purpose of the present measures), and subsequently in intro- 
ducing, if possible, at a proper season, that radical principle of prosperity, both 
to Government and people, the permanent settlement of its land revenues. 

54f. The cause which induced the Governor-General in Council to abstain 
from recommending in the letter to the Vizier the establishment of regular 
tribunals of justice was then noticed to the Resident, with an intimation, liow- 
ever, that as a system of judicial administation was intimately connected with 
the efficient operation or the proposed anangement for the assessment and 
realization of tlie revenues, it was necessary that the Resident should be pre- 
pared, at a convenient season, to urge this important topic to the Vizier ; and, 
with this view, the Governor-General in Council deemed it proper, in tl»e 
instructions to the Resident, to trace the general outlines and principles of the 
system of judicial administration which should be recommended to< his Excel- 
lency’s adoption, although little hope, it was observed, could be entertained 
that his Excellency would ever be induced to adopt it more than partially, if 
to adopt it at all. 

55. For the details of this projected system which was founded on the 
general principles of the British laws and regulations, we beg leave to refer 
your Honourable Court to the record of the instructions to the Resident, which 
will be found as noted in the margin.* 

5fi. With regard to the two points on which the Resident bad specifically desired 
the orders of Government, he was informed that his advice and remonstrances 
to the Vizier on both those points were entirely approved, and he was directed 
to renew bis representations under the express sanction of Government. It 
was observed, at the same time, that our right to demand the adoption of more 
just and lenient proceedings, with regard to the unfortunate family of Almass 
Alee Khan, than those which his Excellency had hitherto pursued, was more 
questionable than that which we possessed, and were bound indeed by every 
obligation of justice to exercise, of securing the family of the late Tufuzzool 
Hoosein Khan from the effects of bis Excellency’s disposition to injure their 
condition ; and the Resident was therefore directed distinctly to signify to the 
Vizier, that the British Government considered itself as the guarantee of their 
rights derived from his predecessor, and could not acquiesce in any violation of 
them. 

57 . Before we notice the Resident’s reports of his proceedings under the 
foregping instructions, it is proper to advert to the substance of his interme- 
niate comamnioations received subsequently to the despatch of those instruct 
^n^. thf execution of which was necessarily delayed until the Resident’s 
receipt of the Governor-Generars letter to the Vizier, the preparatipa. of 
which up| the Persian language occupied a considerable time. . . 

58. Those 
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58. 'Those comniunicBtions will be found recorded d^ per mai;gia^ -They 
report the successful progress of the peaceable surrender and destruction of 
the fortresses in the districts of Purtaubgwh and Dalmow, the consikpience 
not only of the imposing presence of the force under the coinmand of 
Lieutenant-Colonel P&lmer. but of the faith reposed in the prodamation issued 
at the suggestion of the Resident, as already described. Bhl the confidence 
of the Zemindars in the wise and lenient measures announced in tbe^procla- 
matitm appears to have been disturbed^ and the obligation of that instrument 
to have been violated by the proceedings of Mobummud Ashruf (whose 
conduct has already been substantially noticed) in the temporary settlement 
of the districts to which he was deputed. His conduct was represented to 
the Resident by Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer in the following terms 

** 1 am under the painful necessity of making known to you, that contrary 
to the tenor of the Vizier's proclamation that the lands in this province 
** sliall Ije assessed at such reasonable rates as to render the payment of the 
“ revenues easy to the subject, his Excellency’s agent, Mohummed Ashruf, 
“ has lately, in various instances which have come to my knowledge, 
** imposed the most burthensome and highest possible terras on many of the 
" Zemindars ^ and I have the mortification to perceive, that the presence of 
“ the British detachment under my command is made use of solely, though 
** under other pretences, to intimidate such persons as venture a remonstrance, 
“ into an agreement to conclude a settlement at the most exorbitant rates. 

** The obvious consequences of which behaviour of the commissioner are a 
** reneu’al of those discontents which have so long* prevailed, and which the 
“ assurances contained in his Excellency’s proclamation in a great measure 
caused to subside, a total distrust in such proclamations in future, and the 
** difficulty which will attend the collection of the Revenue, if the payment of 
it should not be altogetlier refused or evaded.” 

59. His Excellency the Vizier, at the instance of the Resident, issued instruc- 
tions to Mohummud Ashruf, directing him to abstain from demanding excessive 
rates of revenue ; but we are compelled to admit the belief, that the conduct of 
that officer had the private sanction of his Excellency himself, who while pro- 
fessing to act in conformity to the Resident’s advice, and at this very time giving 
him reason to expect the early receipt of a scheme of a triennial settlement for 
the districts to which Mohummud Ashruf was deputed, which however has 
never been furnished, was very capable of promoting measures of an opposite 
tendency. 

60. The communications from the Resident to which we have above referred, 
also report tlie extension of disorders to the district of Toudo, and tlie con- 
sequent necessity of directing a detachment of the British troops to proceed 
into that district, for the purpose of quelling them and of destroying the forts. 
Disturbances, also, nearly at the same time, broke out in the districts of Jug- 
deespore. (in this subject the Resident stated the following observations, 
which we cite as,being calculated, in conjunction with the facts and circum- 
stances already noticed, to elucidate the character of the Vizier’s administration 
and bis Excellency’s personal disposition. 

** It is worthy of particular remark, that the district of Jugdeespore is one of 
** those which were long under the management of the late Almass Alee Khan, 
and recently farmed by bis adopted son, Mirza Jfin ; and that the present 
‘ * farmer, Hydcr Alee, is the grandson of a person named I^zoollah, who was 
treasurer to the late Almass Alee Khan, and is now under personal restraint, 

“ on a vague suspicion of bis possessing some portion of the wealth of Almass. 

** That bis Excellency the Vizier has in his view the appropriarion of all the 
** wealth of Fyzoollab, either by the measures of personal ri^r which are now 
“ practised against the unfortunate treasurer himself, or the^ process of 
“ imprisonment and confiscation to be hereafter purso^ against his gran^n 
“ for failure in his engagements as an Aumil, esamot reasonably be doubted ; 
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** |nd that the eupposed of FyzMlIah, and not the ci^pacily of Hyder 

** Alee for the tri^t which ia now in bis hands, was the cause of 'this Aumil’s 
** nomination, is^ in my mind, an. unquestionable fact.” 

In replying to the Vizier’s application for the employment of the British 
troops to suppress the disorders in Jumleespore, the Resident observed to his 
Excellency, that as the Aumil of that district was one of tliose persons against 
' whose nomination to the charge of the district which he farmed the Resident 
had some time since remonstrated to his Excellency .in earnest terms, on the 
■ grounds of hits unfitness for the office, and as there was every reason to believe 
&at the disturbances excited in Jugdeespore had arisen from the Aumil’s mis* 
management, the employment of the British troops on that occasion might, with 
apparent justice, have been delayed till a due investigation had taken place into 
the causes of these commotions; yet, as it appeared that the Zemindars had 
rehelliously opposed the Aumil and killed and wounded several of his Excel- 
lency’s subjects, the Resident considered their punishment to be necessary, and 
had issued instructions accordingly. 

52. Your Honourable Court will observe in the circumstances above detailed, 
an additional instance of a requisition (and the necessity of complying with it) 

• for the aid of the Company’s troops in suppressing disorders, which the vices of 
the Vizier’s system of management, combined with the unfortunate propensities 
of his Excellency’s disposition, have alone occasioned; and your Honourable 
Court will infer from it the urgency of the motives which demanded an effort, 
on the part of your Government, to effect a reform of the existing adminis- 
tration. 

53. We now proceed to advert to the Resident’s discussions and corres- 
pondence with the Vizier on the subject of the general reform of the adminis- 
tration, as recommended in the Governor-General’s letter. 

54. It would be impracticable, without transcribing the greatest part of the 
documents on this subject, to represent the whole scope of the extensive and vex- 
atious discussions which, both verbally and in writing, took place on this 
occasion between his Excellency the Vizier and the Resident: but it is necessary 
to notice the principal points of those discussions, with a view to exhibit the 
temper and disposition of his Excellency’s mind, and to elucidate the progress 
and result of this arduous, but, as we have too much reason to apprehend, unsuc- 
cessful negotiation. 

65. The Resident having read to his Excellency the Governor-Generars letter 
stating such comments and observations as the occasion required, the Vizier 
stated generally to the Resident that he was disposed to acquiesce in the Gover- 
nor-General’s suggestions to the utmost practicable extent; adding, that be 
would bestow the most deliberate attention on all the topics of that letter, 
making his remarks on each, and would convey those remurks to the Resident 
in writing, for consideration and discussion, before his Excellency prepared his 
reply to it. 

55. This intention the Vizier accordingly fulfilled. In the paper which he 
transmitted to the Resident he expressed generally, as he had verbally, his dis- 
position to accede to the Governor-Generars proposition relative to a reform of 
the administration, to be carried into effect in the manner prescribed by treaty, 
but referred to the Resident for tlie mode in which the particular system recom- 
mended by the Governor-General was to be accomplished, adverting to the 
difficulty of ascertaining the real assets and resources of the country, of pro- 
curing trustworthy and capable persons to whom tlie charge of the several dis- 
tricts should be committed, and of remedying the contingency of the misconduct 
or incapacity of tlm persons selected, of investigating the proceeds of the 
several districts with a view to fix their amount by guarantecci engagements, 
which engagements, however, his Excellency promised to cause to be executed, 
when, with the Resident’s advice, he sliould have ascertained the actual proceeds 
of tile several districts, expressing a resolution to punish those who should 
deviate from such engagements wlien formed : all which points were specified 
in the plan of reform recommended by the Governor- General, and on which bis 
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from Beagd, proposed to .his adoption, wliile he professed his consent to it. 

VrCC* lot la 

67. On the subject of the imprudent and ruinous arrangement adopted by the 
Vizier with regard to the country formerly under the management of Almass 
Alee Khan, which was specially noticed in the Governor-General’s letter, 
his Excellency stated some remarks tending to justify that arrangement on 
the grounds of usage ; desiring, however, that if it were determined, with or 
without a good cause, to alter the existing system, the Resident would point out 
such a manner of carrying this change into effect as might tend to his Excel- 
lency’s reputation, to the increase of the revenue of his Government and the 
prosperity of his subjects at large, and at the same time might not be contrary to 
tile engagements already entered into by his Excellency, so as in any degree to 
affect his reputation or cause pecuniary loss. 

68. On the question of relieving the condition of the dependants of the 
late Almass Alee Khan, the Vizier merely observed, that as the Governor-Gene- 
ral had issued particular instructions to the Resident on that subject, he should 
be prepared to give an answer whenever the Resident might renew his represen- 
tations. 

69 . On the subject of Tujummool Iloosein Khan’s jagier his Excellency was 
totally silent. 

70. The Resident prefaced his answer to the Vizier’s remarks by adverting to 
the total failure of the measures which, with so much labour and discussion, had 
been pursued for the settlement of the districts of Purtaubgurb, &c. with the 
exception only of the reduction of the fortresses ; adding, however, that as the 
means by which the future good order, not only of those districts, but of the 
whole of his Excellency’s dominions, were now under consideration, the Resident 
proceeded to submit arrangements for that purpose, in the form of replies to his 
Excellency’s remarks. 

7 1 . The Vizier had declared generally his acquiescence in the Governor-General’s 
propositions, and his resolution to depute Ameens into his districts, as a measure 
preparatory to the accomplishment of the proposed arrangement. The Resident, 
therefore, observed that it was necessary first to consider to what places the 
Ameens should be deputed, and what duties they should he required to perform : 
that, in the first place, it was indispensable that a division or his Exeellency’s 
dominions into four or five Zillahs or general departments, and then a subdivision 
of those Zillahs into districts, yielding an annual revenue of from one to three 
lacs of rupees, should immediately take place : That an upright intelligent 
Ameen should be selected for each of those districts : that when his Excellency 
had made the selection he should inform the Resident of their names and charac- 
ters, in order that he also might investigate their characters, and submit his 
opinion of their qualifications for his Excellency's consideration, after which 
they should be ordered to proceed into their respective districts, to act according 
to instructions, of which the Resident proposed to submit a draft for his Excel- 
lency’s approval. 

72. In reply to the Vizier’s remark regarding the impracticability of ascer- 
taining the true revenue and resources of his country, the Resident observed 
that this would form the grand object of the deputation of the Ameens, which 
would produce the necessary information. The Resident then proceeded to 
describe the duties of the Ameens with reference to the attainment of that pri- 
mary object. 

73. In answer to the Vizier’s remarks on the difficulty of finding upright 
and intelligent men to perform the duties of Ameens, the Resident referr^ that 
difficulty to the unhappy system of administration that bad so long prevailed in 
his Excellency’s dominions, to the instability of employment under his Govern- 
ment, and to the danger of personal dishonour as well as confiscation of pro- 
perty which attended it ; observing, that when these obstacles should be removed 
by the reform of the administration, bis Excellency would find many able and 
upright nren desirous of employment in his service ; that in the Ceded Districts 
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the native officers employed by the British Government were or^inally subjects 
of bis Excellency! yet having confidence in the Government they discharged 
their duties with zeal and fidelity ; and that the same effect would be produeed 
by the operation of the same cause in his Excellency’s reseived dominions : 
that the proofs of the Integrity and capadty of the Ameens would appear from 
the mode in which they executed the duties to be assigned to Utem, and that those 
only should be appointedXehsildars or collectors whose conduct as Ameens should 
be approved of. This observation had reference to that part of the Governor* 
General’s plan which recommended the appointment of collectors to each Zillah 
with fixed salaries, as in the Company’s provinces. 

74. The Resident took advantage of his reply to that article of the Vizier’s 
paper which stated his intention ot causing engagements to be taken, as recom* 
mended by the Governor-General, and of punishing those who deviated from 
them, to introduce the subject of establishing regular courts of justice ; observ- 
ing, that when a satisfactory settlement of the land revenue should be concluded, 
and when the appointment of capable collectors in all the districts should have 
taken place, he should earnestly recommend to his Excellency the establishment 
of an efficient police and of a court of justice in each Zillah, that so a separa- 
tion of the department of the collections from that of civil and criminal justice 
might take place, adding, also, some remarks on the beneficial operation of this 
principle. 

75. The Resident entered into some detail of discussion in replying to his 
Excellency’s remarks on the system of management prevailing in the extensive 
districts formerly under the charge of Almass Alee Khan. After noticing the 
ruinous consequences of that system, and the benefits to be expected from the 
change, recommended by the Governor-General, the Resident adverted parti- 
cularly to the apprehension expressed by the Vizier of a breach of his engage- 
ments with the farmers of those districts being the consequence of the proposed 
change. On this point the Resident observed, that having originally remon- 
strated with his Excellency against those engagements before they were entered 
into with the farmers, having repeatedly and earnestly represented to his Excel- 
lency the ruinous consequences which they would produce, and the failure of 
his representations having occasioned the Governor- General's lemonstrance on 
the subject, it followed that his Excellency’s perseverance in the formation of 
those engagements, in opposition to the counsels of the British Government, 
was a violation of his engagements with that Government; and the Resident 
referred to his Excellency to decide which of the two considerations was 
most important, a departure from his engagements with the farmers, or a depar- 
ture from his engagements with the Company. The former, he observed, if 
productive of loss to the farmers might easily be repaired without injury to his 
Excellency’s reputation, whereas a breach of his engagements with the Com- 
pany might be productive of the most ruinous effects, and an adherence to them 
must be beneficial in every respect. 

76 . In answer to that article of the Vizier’s remarks which related to the 
dependants of tlie late Almass Alee Khan, the Resident adverted to his former 
representations on that subject, and to the orders which, in consequence of the 
failure of those representations, he had received from the Governor-General in 
Council to urge his Excellency’s attention to them ; and concluded his detailed 
observations on the subject by renewing the request he had formerly ineffectually 
preferred, that his Excellency would furnish him with a statement of the demands 
against Mirza Jan and of the several exemptions which that person pleaded, 
that the Resident might be enabled to form an accurate judgment on the case, 
and then to suggest to his Excellency what might appear to be most advisable 
for the recovery of the just dues of the State. 

77 . The Resident terminated his remarks on the Vizier’s paper by noticing 
his omission of the subject of Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, and after 
stating some remarks on that question , by earnestly requesting his Excellency 
to reinstate him in the jagier. 

78 . The Resident delivered to the Vizier the paper containing his replies, as 
above described, and subsequently transmitted to him drafts of a proclamation 
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PoUticid Letter addressed to the revenue officers. Zemindars, and peasantry of each district, and 
of instructions to the Ameens proposed to iretdeputed 'inte each. The purport 

’ of the former was to tho fol|owin« efiect nA. statement of the evils of ti» 

farming system, and a declaration of its perpetual aboihioa and the introduction 
of a system of assessment and collectioui calculated to remedy the abuses and 
evils of the former ; the deputation of Ameens for the purpose of investigating 
the assets and condition of the country, as preparatory to the establishment ^ 
the improved system, with a description of their duties, and a requisition to the 
persons addressed to attend the Ameens and funiish them with the necessary 
information and documents. 

79« The instructions proposed for the Ameens consisted of six articles, tlw 
general substance of which it is proper to state, in order to shew the nature of 
the arrangement recommended by the Resident for the reform of the system of 
assessment and collection. They were prefaced by an exhortation to integrity 
and diligence, and an assurance that, in the event of the Ameen’s able and 
upright discharge of the duties now committed to his charge, he should be 
appointed a Tehsildar of some Zillah w’ith a suitable salary and establishment, 
and should never be dismissed without sufficient cause. 

The first article of the instructions referred to the proclamation and prescribed 
the inode of giving it currency. 

The second article related to the principal object of the duty of Ameens, that 
of ascertaining the real state and condition of the j)urgunnah committed to his 
charge ; observing, that this could alone be accomplished by his obtaining pos- 
session of all the revenue papers having reference to preceding years, and a list 
of the papers so to be obtained was inserted under this article. 

The third article contained an injunction to the Ameen to respect the rights 
of the Zemindars, and to make his arrangements with them as the persons natu- 
rally interested in the soil, in contradistinction to farmers, whose interests 
were unconnected with the internal prosperity of the country, and to investi- 
gate cases of disputed right to a zemindary, transmitting the documents on 
the subject for the decision of the Vizier. 

The fourth article required the Ameen to inspect the enaagements concluded 
by the farmers (under the general farming system) with the Zemindars and undei- 
renteis, and to enforce the just demands of the Aumils, agreeably to the caboo- 
leat and pottah, or engagement, and deed of lease, and intimated that it was 
particulaily desirable that no just balances should remain after a certain specified 
{late, when the collections of the current year were to cease. 

The fifth article required the Ameen to proceed to visit every village and 
estate in the district committed to his charge, for the purpose of atceitaining 
the quantity and quality of the lands, the condition and character of the land- 
holders and others, comparing their assets and means with the amount of the 
present juinma, and adopting various other specified measures with a view to 
the triennial settlement of the whole of the Vizier’s dominions, which, as declared 
in this article, his Excellency bad resolved to introduce from the coinmeiicemeut 
of the ensuing year, that is the middle of September 181 1. 

The sixth article described the rate of allowances to be granted to the Ameen 
during the continuance of his duty as such, which would, of course, terminate 
with the introduction of the new system, when, if his conduct had been correct, 
he would be appointed collector of a Zillah with a suitable salary. 

80. After some intermediate correspondence with the Vizier, relative to that 
article of the Resident’s replies, in which lie had ascribed to the Vizier a breach 
of treaty, and which his Excellency earnestly desired the Resident to modify, a 
request with which the Resident so fur complied as to alter Uie terms without 
departing from the substance of the charges, the Resident received from the 
Vizier a paper containing his answers to each point of the Resident’s observations 
and propobitions. 


81. The 
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81. The present veport of the progress of this negotiatioii requires that we 
should state the subatancx of that paper, which the Resident, in his report to us, 
termed a truly extraordinary document. 

82. The Vizier be^an by a Very unsatisfactory explanation of the causes which 
had defeated the projected settlement of the districts of Purtaubgurli, &c., but 
of which it is unnecessary to state the details. 

83. In reply to that article of the Resident's paper which proposed the 
division and subdivision of his Excellency's country into districts, and the 
appointment of an Ameen to each, the Vizier observed, most irrelatively, that 
in the month of March he had issued orders to two of bis sons and “ to the other 
“ officers, to search for and procure some upright and able candidates for the 

situation of Ameens, who should first be sent to those districts which the 
“ Resident considered in an unsettled state.” That the draft of instructions 
which the Resident had prepared should undergo personal discussion, and when 
the terms should be adjusted the instructions should l)e delivered ; but that the 
Resident must first detail to his Excellency the necessary qualffications of 
Ameens, in order that persons so qualified might be selected and appointed 
exclusively by his Excellency. 

84. In answer to that part of the Resident’s paper in which he stated the 
chief and ultimate duty of the Ameens to be to ascertain the new revenues and 
resources of the country, and described the mode of proceeding to be adopted 
by the Ameens with a view to that object, his Excellency merely stated that he 
should issue his orders to the Ameens agreeably to the Resident’s suggestions, 
but recommended actual measurement of tlie lands in preference to the collection 
of revenue papers of each village for ten years back, which the Resident had 
proposed. 

85. The Vizier entered into a defence of his own conduct and practice, in 
reply to the Resident’s remark that the want of upright and able men to fill the 
office of Ameen was to be ascribed to the vicious system of his Excellency’s 
administration, and then suggested a modification of the Resident’s proposition 
of appointing the Ameens to be subsequently Tehsildars, by recommending the 
separation of those officers, or at least the nomination of the Ameens to beTehsil- 
dars not in the districts where they had acted in the former capacity, but in some 
otlier. 

86. In reply to the Resident’s proposition relative to the future establishment 
of courts of justice, the Vizier explicitly and satisfactorily declared, that after the 
new system of assessment and administration of the revenue should have been 
carried into effect, an efficient police and a court of justice, as recommended, 
should be established. 

87. With respect to the total change of system in the districts formerly under 
the management of Almass Alee Khan, the Vizier observed, that what the 
Governor-General had recommended should certainly be carried into effect: that 
it was, of course, his Excellency’s particular desire that the population should 
encrease, that liis subjects should be rendered happy and prosperous, that present 
and future loss should be guarded against, and that the revenues should annually 
encrease; and that if all those objects could be accomplished by the change of 
the present system, his Excellency had no objection to it. 

87 A. The Vizier’s reply to the Resident's remarks on his Excellency’s imputed 
breach of treaty, by rejecting the counsels of the British Government, was in the 
following words : “ I have not, on the present occasion, done any thing unpre- 
“ cedented or new, that you should have advisecT me to desist from it. What I 

have done was in perfect conforaiity with the long-established usage of the 

country, against which no Resident at this Court has ever hitheito remon- 
" strated { and thanks be to God, that no bad effects have hitherto arisen from 
“ those measures, neither Would any objection have been made in Calcutta to 
“ those measures if you had not written on the subject; hut your representations 
‘‘ have, of course, occasioned what 1ms happened. It matters not. You will now 
: consider me as intent on carrying the new svstem into c.\ccutiun.” 

9 II * 88. To 
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89. T& the Resident's obsemtitms ,«elstitre to the case of Mirza Jan, his- 
Exoelleney replied the extraordinary argntnent, that Miraa J&n and hb- 
property were the property of Almass Alee Khan, and tlie latter bimseif belonged 
to his Excellency, and that consequently Mirza Jin also was his Excellency's 
property, and the Resident had no riglH to interfere; adding, however, that 
])is intention towards Mirza Jan should be communicated to the Resident 
thereafter. 

89. In answer to the Resident’s representation on the subject of Tujummool 
Hoosein Khan’s jagler, his Excellency urged his disinclination to grant jagiers 
and his desire to abridge their number, observing, that as his intention was 
merely to preserve his authority over the jagier in question, and as the clear 
revenue would be paid to Tujummool Hoosein Khan, there was no reason why it 
should not be managed by one of his Excellency’s Aumils. 

90. The Resident acknowledged the receipt of the document of which the 
substance has been described, but stated merely some general observations 
regarding the extraordinary nature of it, referring to a personal conference the 
discussion of its details. 

91. The Resident, in his despatch enclosing copies of the above-described 
documents, reported at lengtii the tenor of bis personal communication with the 
Vizier on the subject of that last mentioned. He represents himself first to have 
commented on the irregular form of that document, which it appeared had been 
sent without authentication and in a blank envelope, without address or super- 
scription ; and then, after alluding to the solemn appeal to his Excellency's 
justice and good faith contained in the Governor-General’s letter, and to his 
Excellency’s promise of deliberately discussing with the Resident the several 
points stated in that letter, to have called upon the Vizier to acknowledge or 
disavow the obligation imposed upon liim by treaty, of carrying into effect a 
reform of his administration, and to declare whether or not, in his Excellency’s 
own judgment, he had fulfilled, or even attempted to fulfil that obligation. If 
he had not, liis Excellency was bound, he observed, to consider the present 
j-emonstrance of the Governor-General in Council as a solemn demand for the 
fulfilment of a positive obligation, by adopting the plan of reform recommended 
to him by the British Government, with whose counsels he had engaged to 
conform, or by suggesting and carrying into execution some other plan of his 
own, which should be equally calculated to answer the purposes of that obli- 
gation, namely, to provide for the security and happiness of his subjects, and 
to relieve the Company’s Government from the extraordinary and disre- 
putable burden of supporting by force of arms an unjust and oppressive 
administration. 

92. The Resident then proceeded to comment on the manner in which his 
Excellency had met the Governor-General’s propositions j observing, that his 
Excellency, instead of declaring his cordial acquiescence in the general plan of 
reform recommended to him by the British Government, and of manifesting 
that acquiescence by an immediate and cheerful assent to the measures which 
the Resident had suggested, had purposely omitted to notice a few of the most 
important of those measures to which no plausible objection could be formed, 
had made frivolous objections to others for the obvious purpose of protracting 
unimportant discussion and procrastinating the work of reform, had stated some 
extraordinary assertions, the inaccuracy of which was well known, and had 
evinced, by the whole tenor of the document in question, a resolution to evade 
at least, if not to resist, the salutary counsels of the Governor.General in 
Council, conveyed to him in the language of friendship and in the terms of 
existing treaties, which were equally binding on both, and a departure frooi 
which on one part, might exonerate the other from a responsibility essential 
to the existence of his Government and to the exercise of his Exeeiiency’s 
authority. 

93. These, and further similar observations having made a considerable 
impression on his Excellency’s mind, and having produced from his Excellency 
an assurance of his sincere intentUm to abide by his engagements with the 

Company, 
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Company^ as to withdraw i|n^ toe document under discussion all such Reiter 

expressions and remarks as the Resident might now shew to be inconsistent 15 orf *'iln 
with that asBucancey the Resident, proceeded to discuss the Vizier's several Ll ' 
replies. 

94. It is not necessaiy to notice particularijr the Resident's observation on 
the first topic of the Vizier's paper, that which related to the failure of the 
project of settlement in the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c. It is sufficient to 
state, that the Resident deduced from the failure of all the various measures 
employed on that occasion, si^ported, too, by a large detachment of British 
troops, the existence of some radical evils in the system of his Excellcncy’a 
administration, and the necessity of a total change in that system, in the manner 
suggested by tiie Governor>General. 

95 . On the next point, the appointment of Ameens, the Resident remarked 
his Excellency's total silence on the two important and indispensable prelimU 
nary measures which the Resident had originally suggested to him, namely, 
the division and subdivision of his dominions into districts, and the selection 
and appointment of Ameens with the Resident's advice and concurrence. He 
observed that, on the question of appointing the Ameens, his Excellency had 
merely referred, in general terms, to orders issued the preceding month to hist 
sons : that his Excellency had further (apparently for no other purpose than 
procrastination) required the Resident to repeat to him in detail the qualu 
fications of proper Ameens, although those qualifications were sufficiently 
flescribed in the Governor-General’a letter, and amply enlarged upon by the 
Resident in his replies to the Vizier’s original remarks on that letter. That his 
Excellency had finally declared his desire of restricting the deputation of 
Ameens to a few particular districts which the Resident should consider to be 
in a state of disorder, forgetting that the Governor-General in Council had 
described the whole of his Excellency's dominions as labouring under a 
baneful system of assessment and collection, to which no remedy but a complete 
and radical change could be applied. 

96. Under these circumstances, the Resident deemed it his duty to call upon 
his Excellency distinctly to declare, whether he declined or consented to the 
division and subdivision of his dominions in the manner suggested, and to the 
subsequent deputation of an Ameen to every district, giving previous informa- 
tion to the Resident of the characters and qualities of the Ameens, with the 
view of enabling him to judge of their fitness and capacity for the trust to be 
leposed in them. 

97. To these two propositions his Excellency after some deliberation signified 
liis assent, reserving only for future discussion the proposal of the Resident’s 
being pi'eviously informed of the character and qualities of the Ameens, and 
of bis being entitled to a voice in their nomination ; which proposal, it 
appeared, his Excellency considered as inconsistent with the provisions of treaty, 
a point which the Resident combated, but finally left to future discussion. 

98 . The Resident's observations on the two succeeding topics of the Vizier’s 
paper do not require particular notice. With regard to the next, of the esta- 
blisiiments of courts of justice, the Resident expressed his satisfaction at the 
assurance which his Excellency had afforded on that subject, and stated, that 
he should be prepared in due season to submit to Ins Excellency such suggestions 
regarding it as the importance of the subject required. 

99 . The Resident then proceeded to advert to the Vizier’s denial of the 
Resident’s right to interpose his counsel and remonstrances respecting the 
management of the extensive lands formerly under charge of Almass Alee Khan, 
demonstrating, by reference to the words of existing engagements, the right of 
the British Government to interpose its advice ** in all affairs connected with 
** the ordinary government of his Excellency’s dominions and with the exercise 
** of his Excellency's established authority," and the confirmation and approval 
of toe Resident’s counsels and remonstrances on the subject in question, as 
expressed in the Gkiveritor-Geueral's letter to the Vizier, deducing from his 
Excellency's absolute rejection of this authorized counsel, the imputation of a 

direct 
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dented the r^ht l»d «ver been «aiBerctie4 4iad t w iii ( i it | g ><p4,dtel 
urgency and neoeasit;^ of that interference with respect to the districts in ques. 
tioa» and detnonstratiite it to be a dase to which the provisidsts of the treaty 
res^>eettiig the aSuf aiuiacceptance of advice were peculisriy aftplieable* 

100. In answer to that partdif the Viaicr’s paper which reproached the Ri^ident 
with betn^ the cause of the remonstrances and propositions hH Excellent^, bad 
lately reemed from the Goverhor-General, the Resident merely ohserved that this 
r^Hoach could be considered in no other liglit than as a proof of the cotisoien'* 
tioos discharge of his duty to both States, in having faithfully reported his.^* 
ceedings at his Ebccelleacy’s Cour^ and that he felt persuaded of receiving 

his Excellency’s justice and candour, at some future period, the most ample crecht 
for his motives in every stage of those proceedings and discussions, which had 
now excited his Excellency’s reproach. The 'Vizier, in reply, ofFared to with- 
draw this article of Ids remarks altogether; an offer which, however, the Resi- 
dent declined, with the exception of the particular words, ** that you should have 
** advised me to desist from it,” which the Resident desired might be expunged. 

101. At the same conference the Resident pleaded in a very forcible manner 
the cause of Tujummool Hooscin Khan, and finally succeeded in obtaining 
his Excellency’s unqualified consent to llic lestitution of tliejagier. 

102. At the conclusion of the conference, the Vizier requested the Resident 
to furnish him with a draft of the several alterations which he required in the 
other articles of his Excellency’s paper. This was accordingly done, and the 
alterations proposed by the Resident substantially were : a declaration of bis 
Excellency’s concurrence in the division and subdivision of his country, and in 
the deputation of Ameens possessing, if possible, all the requisite qualities, to 
all the districts, his Excellency furnishing them with the instructions and procla- 
mations proposed by the Resident, modified only in such manner as should be 
mutually agreed upon after consultation : that' the rigorous ineasuies hitherto 
adopted with respect to Mirza Jan should cease, and a statement of the just 
balances against him should be sent for the Resident’s investigation. 

103. The Vizier’s reply to the Resident’s paper of proposed alterations was 
far from being satisfactory. His Excellency signified his consent to take into 
consideration the draft of instruction.s to the.'Vmecns proposed by the Resident, 
rejecting after discussion such parts as his Excellency might not approve. He 
consented, also, to a division of bis coiintiy into districts, in the manner that 
might be determined by mutual consultation, and to the deputation of Ameens 
to all the districts ; but his Excellency decidedly objected to the Resident s 
having any voice in the selection of them, on the ground of its being a su{>e>- 
sessioo of authority. 

104.. The Vizier assented to the Resident’s proposition relative to Mirza 
Jia, but insisted on retaining the assertion contained in his fonner paper, th^ 
Mirza J&n was his property, and that the Resident had no right to interfere in 
the case. Tl»e Vizier further retained his anterior observations relative to 
justification of the resumption of the jagicr of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, 
altbougli he at the same time declared the restitution of it in cooqriianoa <with 
the Governor- General’s desire. ‘ < 

105. In consequence of the receipt of this unsatisfactory rcply^ tlmtEeiilttent 
obtained another conference with the Vizier } at wlp^b afrCJf «0g»ng 

that all the important measures which the iEesident bad sitgge$to”, i*i)M.^r the 
jnstructions Jr tire Goveraor-Genetol in GounciL .hjid bee% 
the exception of that which related to the to Joe 

election of Ameens, the EesiJe^t reiBomtto^.i<to 
ing, contrary to promise, in retaining in 

exceptionable arguments to which the Iwd ot, Ih^ frflrhier 
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106 . The Resident then repeated his former t^servations on those argu- 
ments, and the Vizier finally consented to withdraw them ; expressing, how- 
ever, his reluctance to abandon those which related to Mirza Jan, whom he 
penusted in considering as his slave and property, a position which the Resi- 
dent combated with great force and justice. 

107. The Resident then proceeded to the discussion of the only point 
remaining unsettled, namely, his Excellency’s refusal to admit of the Resident’s 
participation in the selection of Ameens. On this topic the Resident entered 
into great detail, conceiving it essential to the success of the projected reform, 
and to be a point of obligation involved in the provisions of the treaty. 

108. The Vizier, however, continuing inflexible on tliis point , although he 
waved any replies to the Resident’s arguments, the latter found it necessary to 
refrain from further urgency, and signified liis intention of refen ing the ques- 
tion to our determination. 

109. The Resident then submitted for bis Excellency’s consideration a few 
questions, proceeding on the supposition of his choice and appointment of 
Ameens without the Resident’s previous knowledge or concurrence. Was it 
his Excellency’s intention, the Resident enquired, not only to exclude him 
from a participation in the choice of the Ameens and collectors, but to keep 
him, as heretofore, in ignorance of the proceedings of those officers ? Did his 
Excellency internl, as foirntrly, to convey to Jiim detached and desultory 
papers and articles of intelligence transmitted by venal news-writers in the pay 
of his several Ameens, and to withliold from him every paper of importance 
or authentic document, on the ground that it had not or could not be prepared, 
or that his Excellenpy himself considered it as unsatisfactory ? And did his 
Excellency continue to entertain the wish, or indulge tlie vain expectation of 
receiving the support of the liiitish troops to the proceedings and demands of 
his Ameens and Tclisildars under the new system, as to those of his farmers of 
revenue under the old, without satisfying the Resident, or enabling him to 
satisfy himself, of the propriety and justice of those proceedings and demands? 
If such, the Resident observed, were liis Excellency’s designs, it was now his 
duty to undeceive him, and to caution him, in a manner the most solemn, 
against the fallacy of such expectations ; adding, that the repeated and posi- 
tive instructions of his Government precluded his compliance with any future 
requisition for the aid of the British troops, till entirely satisfied of the justice 
and expediency of the measures which those troops mighi be required to 
support. 

110. The Resident, in his report of this conference, stated that the Vizier 
was visibly affected by the foregoing remarks, and that after some further con- 
versation his Excellency took down in writing the terms of an agreement 
respecting the conduct of Ameens and Tclisildars, which he promised to 
insert as a qualification of his Excellency’s rejection of the Resident’s original 
proposal, declaring at the same time with earnestness, that it never was his 
intention to withhold from the Resident any information that he might desire, 
but that the conduct of his officers had frequently been such us lo prevent liis 
deriving or conveying satisfactory information of their proceedings. 

111. This intention his Excellency carried into effect by the transmission 
of a paper of amended replies, the substance of which was, that all the pro- 
ceedings of the Ameens, and copies of the several papers which tliey might 
transmit to his Excellency, should be explained and forwarded for the Resi- 
dent’s information, and that the Resident’s opinion of those proceedings and 
papers, after investigation and discussion with his Excellency, should guide the 
continuation of the Ameens or their dismission from their offices, and that 
copies of all engagements whatsoever which might be received or entered into 
by the Tehsildars should be furnished for the Resident’s information. These 
were the points proposed by the Vizier, as qualifications to his Excellency’s 
refusal to permit the Resident to have a voice in the selection and nomination 
of the Ameens. 

9 I 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
15 Oct. ISll. 


1112. The 



76a 


OUDE PAPERS; 


1 ‘uikical Letter n^. The first of those points the Resident admitted to be satisfactory ; but 

terras of the second^ the Resident justly observed tliat he sljould 
* ■ possess no information regarding the proceedings of any of the Tehsildars until 

a coimnotion should have been excited in the country, and even then would 
only be apprized of the proceedings respecting such individual landholders, or 
Olliers, as resisted the demands of the Tehsildars and were actually in a state of 
rebellion. 


113. In consequence of this representation, the Vizier finally modified the 
last-mentioned article, by engaging that the papers transmitted by the Ameens 
which might he ultimately approved with the advice of the Resident, should be 
given to the Tehsildars, with strict orders to abide them in forming the 
settlement of the districts^ and after the conclusion of the settlement to trans- 
mit all the original engagements of the Zemindars and renters which they 
might grant, to his Excellency, for the purpose of being recorded, keeping 
copies for their own guidance, and for all payments of revenue to grant 
receipts, that so, if at any future period a Tehsildar represent to his Excel- 
lency the failure of Zemindars in their engagements, or their resistance to the 
authority of the Tehsildars requiring troops to coerce them, the several engage- 
ments of the Zemindars might be ready for the Resiileiit's inspection j so that, 
after satisfying himself of the rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, and their 
actual breach of their engagements, the Resident might take measures for their 
coercion and punishment. 

114. The Resident’s despatch from whicli the preceding report is taken will 
be found recorded as per margin.* 

115. For the better comprehension of the result of these discussions, which 
as before observed we have stated with a view to shew tlie temper and dispo- 
sition of the Vizier re'atively to the proposed refbi m, it will be useliil to insert 
in this place the Resident’s* original remarks and propositions and the answers 
of the Vizier, in the form in which they were finally modified. 


• Resideiit's Rtmarks and Propositions. 

I have derived considerable satisfac- 
tion from the general tenor of your 
Excellency’s remarks on the Right 
Honourable the Govcrnor-Cxeneral’s 
letter, because they evince a convic- 
tion in your Excellency’s mind of the 
importance of a complete and imme- 
diate reform of the system of assess- 
ment and realization of the revenue 
in your dominions, and a desire of 
obtaining information regarding the 
best practicable method of carrying 
that reform into effect. 

As it is bv no means my wish or inten- 
tion to revive any former discussions of 
a disagreeable nature between us, or to 
suspend your Excellency’s attention to 
the future important arrangements by 
any retrospect of the past, I shall pass 
over in silence the remark with which 
your Excellency has commenced on 
this occasion, ob.serving merely^ with a 
reference to the conduct of your offi- 
cers in the districts of Sultanpore and 
Purtaubgurh, that the scheme of a 
triennial settlement for those di.>>tricts, 
which was the first and most e.ssential 

requisite 


Vizier's Jinal Replies. 

With regard to wliat you have stated 
in the fust of those answers, namely, 
that the scheme of a settlement for the 
districts of Sultanpore and Purtaub- 
gurh, which was the first and most 
essential requisite towards a beneficial 
arrangement, &c. The case is this ■ 
that the causes of the delay in trans- 
mitting a perfect scheme of settlement 
for the uistricts in question have 
already been explained to you, and 
that the non-arrival of a perfect scheme 
can only be ascribed to some of those 
causes. In the scheme which I re- 
ceiveil from the Aumils it is written, 
that a correct statement of diminution 
and increase in the jumma would be 
afierwaids furnished wlien the real 
assets were ascertained. I did not my- 
self consider that scheme as satisfactory, 
and accordingly told you so at one of 
our personal interviews. A document, 
therelore, which was considered as 
incorrect hy myseUi to what pur|)Osc 
should I send it to you^ With res- 
pect, again, to your observation of our 
not having reedved the jummabuody 
of any one village or estate, if a per- 
fect 


* Consultations, Sd May ; vide page 154. 
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requisite towards a just and beneficial 
arrangement for the future manage* 
ment of the districts, as repeatedly and 
earnestly suggested by me, and as oflen 
promised by your Excellency, has not 
even yet been produced; and that 
although both your Excellency and 1 
have been frequently told by your 
Auinils, and Mohummud Ashruf in 
particular, that a moderate assessment 
has been made, and an advantageous 
settlement concluded or nearly con- 
cluded, of all the districts under his 
charge, neither your Excellency nor I 
have yet been informe<l of the jiimina 
of any one estate or village in the 
country, nor has a single revenue 
paper, of any description whatever, 
been hitherto submitted by the Aumil, 
whose duty it unquestionably was to 
transmit copies of all the engagements 
of the Zemindars and vouchers of the 
statements in those engagements, for 
your Excellency’s knowledge and ap- 
probation, before the settlements were 
concluded. 


feet scheme of tijc settlement had 
arrived, the jummabuody would have 
cbnbtlesB been contained in it; and 
with regard to your remark, that 
notwithstanding Mohummud Ashnif’s 
and the other Aumii’s representations, 
&c. every paper conveying information 
of the conclusion, or a|)praaching con- 
clusion of the settlement of those dis- 
tricts which I iiavc received, copies of 
them have invariably been scut to you» 
because it is not my wish or desire to 
conceal any tiling from you. 


PolitiinJ Li'th r 
from Iteiiffui, 
l.jOct. 


In short, I consider the districts of 
Purtaubgurh and Sultanporc, notwith- 
standing all that we have heard from 
Mohummud Ashruf and the Aumils, to 
be at this moment, and after all the trou- 
ble which they have occasioned to both 
your Excellency and me, witli the ex- 
ception of the reduction of fortresses, 
M'hich we owe entirely to the British 
troops, in a condition as far removed 
from good order and advantageous set- 
tlement as they were in the time of 
Hoolas Sing. But the measures by 
which the future good order of not 
these districts alone, but of the whole 
of your Excellency’s dominions, is to 
he restored and permanently established, 
are now in ourjoint contemplation, aiul 
to the delineation of those measures I 
bliall tlierefore proceed immediately, 
and shall submit them for your Excel- 
lency’s consideration, in the form of 
answers to your remarks. 

Your Excellency, in the second of 
those remarks, has declared your ac- 
quiescence in my original proposal, that 
Ameens should be deputed to those 
districts, 8cc. 

Before proceeding, however, on tl>e 
present occasion, to the adoption of 
this measure, let us first consider to 
what places the Ameena shall be de- 
puted, and what duties they shall be 
requir^ to perform. It appears to me 
to be indispensable that a division of 

your 


In the second article you have stated 
that it is first necessary to consider to 
what places the Ameens bhall l)e de- 
puted, &c. 

On the 18th of Suffer 1226 (lotlt 
March 1811) I issued onlers to my 
beloved sons, Shums-ood-Dowlali and 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and to the other 
officers of my Government, to search 
for and procure some upright and able 
candidates fur the situation of Ameens. 

The 
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Polidcal Letter yout Excellency's dominions into fomr Hie draft of instructions to Ahe Amcens 

from Bengal, or five Ziliahs, or general departments which you have furnished shall be al- 
ls Oct. 1811. ^ proper extent, and then a subdM- teativciy perused. Such parts as I may 

sion of those Zillahs into distiicts, not approve after consulting with you 

yielding an annual revenue of fiom one shall be withdrawn from it, and final 

to three lacs of rupees each district, instructions shall then be prepared and 

be determined on, and carried into exe- delivered to the Ameens ; and such 

cution with the least practicable delay, division and subdivision of my domi- 

Tlien let an upright and intelligent nions as you shall suggest, after discus- 

Ameen be selected for each of those sion between us, shall be carried into 

districts ; and when your Excellency immediate effect, under my authority 

shall have made the selection, be pleased and by my officers : uucl for this pur- 

to inforni me of the names and charac- pose Itaee-Dya-Krishen has already been 

ters, as far ns known to you, of the per- summoned to the Presence, tliat the 
sons thus to be employed in oifices of situation and extent of tlie several 
so high importance^ that I also jnay Zillahs and niuhals, and the amount 
endeavour to investigate their charac- of the jumnia of each, may be ascer- 
ters, and submit m}* opinion for your tained from the records in his posses- 
consideration ; after which let them he sion ; after which the division and sub- 
ordered to proceed to their districts le- division shall take place, and Ameens 
spectively, under written instructions possessing the qualities described in tlie 
for their guidance, a draft of whicli I Ciovernor-Cieiierars letter shall be de- 
shall have the honour of suhmitljogfor puted by me to all the muhals. In 
your approval. short, the Ameens must be chosen 

and appointe<l by n>e, and the whole 
system must he established under my 
aiithoiity and by my officers, with your 
advice. Put the mode which you 
have suggested for the appointment of 
Ameens cannot be acceded to by me ; 
because, in this case, it would be 
necessary that after selecting proper 
persons for the office, 1 should write to 
you to inform me who should be ap- 
pointed and who should not be appointed. 
You will naturally approve some and 
reject others, and I sit^kl be obliged 
to comply with your, •uggfstions on 
this point. Hence it is obvious, that 
the selection and appointment dr rejec- 
tion of the Ameens would proceed 
under your authority, and that 1 should 
have no fuither power or authority in 
the matter, but merely those of inforni- 
i ng you and requiring your consent ; and 
this circumstance being generally 
known, not one of the Ameens would 
be obedient to my orders or regard my 
authority. I can never, therefore, con- 
sent to the appointment of Ameens in 
a manner which would diminish my 
own authority; more particularly, as 
it is stipulated in the concluding part 
of the seventeenth article of the treaty 
concluded with the British Government 
in the time of Sir John Shore, that 
“ I shall possess full authority over my 
** household affairs, hereditary domi- 
** nions, my troops and roy sul^ects;” 
and in the sixtli article of the Tre^ity of 
Cession, it is stated, that the Hhnour- 
able the East-India Company thereby 
111 “ guarantee 
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** guarantee lo me, inylieim, andsuc- 
“ cessors, the possession of the terri- 

tones which will remain after the 

territorial cession, together with the 
“ exercise of mine and tlieir authority 

within the said dominions ; and 1 en- 
“ gage always to advise with, and act 
“ m conformity to, the counsel of the 
“ officers of the said Honourable Com* 
“ pany.*’ 

Tlie Amecns having proceeded to 
their respective districts, all papers and 
documents relative to the scheme of a 
settlement, and of every other nature 
whatever which they may transmit to 
the Presence, shall be submitted to 
3 'our investigation, and copies of them 
shall be furnished for that purpose ; 
after which, if the papers or proceed- 
ings of any Amecn shall appear to you 
to be improper, and you satisfy me of 
the impropriety of his proceedings, that 
Anicen shall be immediately dismissed, 
and another person shall he selected 
by me to succeed him. But if the pro- 
ceedings and papers of the Amecn 
shall he approved, he shall continue in 
emj)loyment and he appointed to some 
other district. 

Further, the papers transmitted by 
those Amecns which may be finally 
approved with your advice, shall be 
given to the Tehsildars, with strict 
orders to abide by them in forming the 
settlement of the distiicts, and after 
the settlement is concluded, to trans- 
mit ail the original engagements of the 
Alalgoozars, such as ekrarnamah, ca- 
hooleat, ma,lzaminee, and hazirzaminee, 
with copies of ihepottahs which they 
grant to the Pjcsence, for the purpose 
of being recorded, keeping cojiies for 
their own guidance, and for all pay- 
ments of revenue which are made, to 
grant dakhelahs or receipts under their 
seals, that so, if at any future period 
a Tchsildar represent to the Presence 
the failure of Zemindars in their en- 
gagements, or resistance to tlie autho- 
rity of the Tehsildars, requiring troops 
to coerce them, the several engagements 
of the Zemindars, which will then be 
on the records of the Government, may 
he ready for your inspection, and copies 
of them, with copies of the dakhelahs, 
shall accordingly be sent for your peru- 
sal, that after satisfying yourself of the 
rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, 
and their actual breach of their engage- 
ments, you may take measures for their 
coercion and punishment. 

Ti, o K Tn 


Political l.cttcr 
from Bengal, 
16 Oct. 1811. 
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In the third article your Excellency 
has doubted the practicability of ascer* 
taining the true revenue and resources 
of your country, and has enquired how 
this is to be done, &c. 

The investigation and ascertainment 
of the revenue form the grand and sole 
object, and will prove to be the happy 
result of the deputation of Ameens, as 
I have suggested. The duty of those 
Ameens, as prescribed by the instruc- 
tions which I shall submit, will be to 
assemble and conciliate, in the first in- 
stance, the Chowdries, Canoongoes, 
and Putwarrics of tltfe several districts 
under their charge, and then to require 
from those officers the whole of the 
revenue papers of every village dis- 
tinctly, for a period of ten years, with 
the wasilbaukee accounts of the last and 
preceding years, and the scheme or 
register of tlie settlement for the year 
now drawing to a close. Those papers, 
after the minutest investigation which 
may be practicable, to be tiansmitted 
under the signature of the revenue 
officers, to the Presence, when your Ex- 
cellency and I shall consider them, and 
be enabled to form an accurate judgment 
of the real resources and assets of every 
district in your dominions. 

In the fourth article your Excellency 
has desired me to intonn you where 
intelligent and upright men arc to be 
found. 

The absence or deficiency of such 
men as your ExcclU'iic}' has described 
is, in my opinion, alone to be attributed 
to the unhappy system of the admi- 
nistration which has long pievailed in 
your dominions, to the instability of 
employment under your Government, 
and to the danger of personal dishonour 
as well as conliscation of property 
which attends even temporary employ- 
ment. When these obstacles shall be 
happily removed by the improved sys- 
tem of your administration, your Excel- 
lency will find m!iny able and upright 
natives desirous of employment in your 
service. 

In the provinces which your Excel- 
lency ceded to the Honourable Com- 
pany, a majority, if not the whole, of 
the native officers employed by the 
British Government as Tehsildars, &c., 
were the subjects of your Excellency’s 
dominions, yet they, having entire con- 
fidence in the Government, performed 
their duties with diligence, fidelity, and 


In the third answer you have stated 
that the duty of those Ameens will be 
to require from the Chowdries, Ca- 
noongoes, and Putwarries, the whole of 
the revenue papers, &c. 

I shall issue my orders to the Ameens 
agreeably to what you have suggested ; 
but I recommend that this measure be 
carried into effect by actual measure- 
ment of the cultivated and waste lands, 
and of lands capable of being culti- 
vated ; in which case the exact measure- 
ment of the lands, as well as the 
amount of the jumma will be ascer- 
tained, and the boundaries of ’villages 
will also be fixed, so as to preclude 
future claims or disputes among the 
Zemindars on questions of unsettled 
boundary. 


In the fourth answer you have stated, 
that the deficiency of men of abilities 
is, in your opinion, alone to be attri- 
buted to tile present system of the ad- 
ministration in my dominions, to the 
instability of employment under my 
Government, and to the danger of per- 
sonal dishonour, &c. 

I have never broken my engagements 
nor retracted my promise in any way 
so as to create want of confidence in 
the people ; on the contrary, many of 
the Aumils have broken their engage- 
ments with my Government, and I have 
knowingly put up with the loss and 
released them from confinement. With 
regard to those who are still confined, 
I have frequently required them, in the 
first instance, to liquidate their arrears, 
agreeably to the statements prepared by 
my officers, and afterwards to their 
own statements, giving credit for all 
their claims, nay, for more than they 
could justly require ; yet, destitute ot 
shame as well as h6nesty, they still re- 
tain the just clues of the Sirkar. 

You suggest that such Ameens as 
perform their duties properly shall here- 
after be appointed Tehsildars : but, in 

this 
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zeal, to t|ie advantage and satisfaction 
of their employers. On the same prin- 
ciple, under anf* improved systengi of ad- 
ministration for your Excellency’s do- 
minions, your Excellency may be per- 
fectly assured that many able and up- 
right men will be found to fill those 
omces under your Government, and I 
M'ill cheerfully take it upon myself to 
procure as many as may be necessary. 
The proofs of their capacity and inte- 
grity, if possessing those qualifications, 
will hereafter fully appear upon an exa- 
mination of the documents which they 
transmit from their districts, respec- 
tively, to the Presence; and those only 
should, of course, be appointed Tehsil- 
dars whose conduct as Ameens should 
be approved of. 

In the fifth article your Excellency 
desires to be informed of the means 
of ascertaining the real state of the 
muhals. 


this c?sc, if the Ameens be previously 
informed that after ascertaining the 
jumma of their Elakas (districts), and 
transmitting theVevenue papers for ten 
years with the wasilbaukee accounts 
of the revenue, they will be appointed 
to the office of Tehsildar it is probajhle 
that, for their own future advantage, 
they will knowingly lower the jumma 
and state less than the real amount. I 
therefore think it would be more ad- 
visable to separate the two offices en- 
tirely ; or, at all events, that no Ameen 
should be appointed Tehsildar in the 
Zillah in which he may have acted as 
Ameen. In this latter mode, the 
Ameens who are found to be deserving 
may still be rewarded, and the oppor- 
tunity for fraud may be prevented. 

No answer to this article on the 
part of the Vizier. 


PolhicaJ Letter 
from Bengal, 
15 Oct. 18H. 


The real condition of the country 
will, I doubt not, be fully ascertained 
by the appointment of Ameens as I 
have suggested, and by tlicir exertions, 
in the manner pointed out in my an- 
swer to the third artirli, and in obe- 
dience to the instructions which I shall 
furnish. 

Your Excellency has stated in the 
sixth article, that when, with my ad- 
vice, &c. 

Tlie intention which your Excellency 
has declared in this article is highly 
commendable ; but the views of the 
British Goveinment, as hinted at in 
the passage of the (iovernor- General’s 
letter, to wdiicb your Excellency has 
here referred, and detailed in his Lord- 
ship's instructions to me, are still more 
extensive in their nature, and far more 
beneficial in their consequences, than 
your Excellency would appear to have 
conceived. When a satisfactory set- 
tlement of your Excellency’s land reve- 
nue shall be concluded, and when the 
appointment of capable Tehsildars in 
all the {listricts shall have taken place, 
the establishment of an efficient police 
and of a court of justice in each Zillah 
■will be earnestly recommended to your 
Excellency, as a measure manifestly 
indispensable to give complete effect 
to the salutary arrangements which 
precede, so that a separation and dis- 
tinction of the department of collection 
of revenue in all its branches, from that 
of the dispensation civil and crimi- 


In the sixth answer you have stated, 
that the views of the British Govcni- 
uicnt, as hinted at in the Govenior- 
Ceneral’s letter to my atldiess, &c. 

After the new system of assessment 
and administration of tlic revenue shall 
be carried into efi'cet, an efficient police 
and a court of justice, as recommended 
by the Governor-General and by you, 
shall also be established by my orders. 


In 
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from Bengal, 
15 Oct. 1811. 


nal justice throughout the country, may 
take place, that the subjects of your 
Excellency’s Government at large may 
have the gates of justioe and redress of 


grievances open to them at all times, 
that the hand of oppression or extor- 
tion in the Aumils and collectors of re* 
venue against the landholders and pea- 
santry may be restrained, that the just 
demands of those Aumils and collectors 
against the landholders and peasantry 
may be enforced, if necessary, by the 
regular process of the law, and the re- 
venues of the Government may tlius be 
duly realized, that the lives and pro- 
perty of the subjects may be protected, 
and the detection and punishment of 
thieves and plunderers n)ay be insured. 

Your Excellency h.\s stated in the 
sevetith article of your remarks, that 
your measures with a reference to those 
districts have been in conformity with 
the established usage of the country, 
&c. 

Although I have not heard that 
serious disturbances do actually exist 
in any other of those muhals than Jug- 
deespore, yet the ruinous consequences 
of the present system of farming are 
equally to be apprehended in all of 
them while that system shall prevail; 
and on this principle it is, that a total 
change of the system has been so ear- 
nestly recommended to your Excel- 
lency by the Right Ilonouiahle the 
Governor-General in Council, as abso- 
lutely necessary and indispensable to 
remedy the evils v/liich exist. 'I’hat 
the suggested reform will he produc- 
tive of those benefits, w'ill serve to 
increase your Excellency’s reputation, 
and greatly tend to the increase of youi 
revenue as well as to the welfare and 
prosperity of your subjects, cannot 
leasonably be doubted; and with re- 
gard to your Excellency’s apprehension 
of a breach of your engagements with 
your farmers, it must he sufficient for 
me to remark, that having originally 
remonstrated against those engage- 
ments before they were entered into 
by the farmers, having repeatedly and 
earnestly represented to your Excel- 
lency the ruinous consequences which 
they would produce, and the failure of 
my representations having occasioned 
the Governor-General’s remonstrances 
on the subject, it follows that your Ex- 
cellency’s consignment of those muhals 
under the engagements which are now 
referred to was in direct opposition to 

my 


In answer to the seventh article, you 
have stated, that to remedy the evils 
which at present exist, a total change 
of the system has been earnestly re- 
commended to me by the Governor- 
General, &c. 

What the Governor- General has re- 
commended shall certainly he carried 
into effect. It is, of course, my parti- 
ticular desire that the population of the 
country be increased, tbe happiness 
and prosperity of my subjects be pro- 
vided for, that present or future loss of 
revenue to the Sirkar be effectually 
guarded against, and that the revenues 
should yearly increase. If those ob- 
jects can be accomplished by the 
change of the present system it is well, 
and 1 have no objection whatever. 

With regard to wliat you have stated, 
that my apprehension of a breach of 
njy engagements, &c. 

Praise be to God, that as yet no 
breach of engagements has ever been 
committed by me, nor can any take 
place hereafter. 

I have not, on the present occasion, 
done any thing unprecedented or new. 
Wliat I have done was in perfect con- 
formity with the long-established usage 
of the country, against which no Resi- 
dent at this Court had ever hitherto re- 
monstrated, and thanks be to God that 
no bad effects have hitherto arisen from 
those measures ; neither would any ob- 
jection have been made in Calcutta to 
those measures if you had not written 
on the subject ; but your representa- 
tions have, of course, occasioned what 
has happened. It matters not. You 
will now considef -me as intent on car- 
rying the new syj^em into execution. 

In 
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my advice and to the counsels of the 
British Goverainent, and consequently 
that your Excellency's adherence u> 
those engagementSf or refusal to com- 
ply with my suggestions of reform on 
the ground of them, would necessarily 
now imply (which God forbid) a depar- 
ture' from your engagements with our 
Government. 

Under these circumstances, I leave 
it to your Excellency to judge which 
of the two considerations is the most 
important. A departure from engage- 
ments with those farmers, which were 
entered into contrary to my advice, or 
in other words, to the terms of your 
engagements with the Company, if 
productive of loss to the farmers may 
\ cry easily be repaired without injury to 
your Excellency’s reputation ; w hereas 
a breach of your engagements with the 
Company tnay be productive of the 
most ruinous effects, and an adherence 
to those engagements must be bene- 
ficial in every point of view. 

Your Excellency has stated in the In the eighth article you have re- 
eighth article, that as the Governor- quested me to furnish you with a State- 
General has transmitted particular in- ment of the demands against Mirza 
structions. See. Jan and of the several' exemptions 

The Right Honoural)!c the Cover- he pleads, kc. 

nor-General has left little for me to In compliance with the wishes of the 
add to his own earnest intercession in Hight Honourable the Governor-Gc- 
behalfof the dependants of Almass. neral, which it is my duty and my in- 

Your Excellency cannot but be aware clination to attend to, the troupers and 
of the nature of my original instruc- others placed over Ivhanazud Khan 
tions on this subject, which were issued have been wjtlulrawn, and two Chu- 
on the death of Almass. In pursuance of P^assies only are over him. A state- 
ihose instructions, I have repeatedly balances against him 

and on various occasions hadthehonour )'our investigation, 

of addressing your Excellency in favour 
of many of the dependants of Almass, 
more particularly after the death of 
Rehmut Alee Khan, in favour of his 
women, and after the dismission of 
Khanazad Khan (Mirza Jan), on the 
subject of the adjustment of his ac- 
counts and recovery of his demands 
from subordinate Auraiis. Your Ex- 
cellency having been pleased to inform 
me on one of the occasions in ques- 
tion, and in answer to my earnest repre- 
sentation, that I had nothing whatever 
to do with the affairs or accounts of 
Mirza Jan, nor any title to address 
you in his behalf, it became my duty 
to report this discussion to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, who has been pleased to notice 

in his Lordship’s letter to your Ex- 
cellency’s 

9 L 


Letter 
13 0«t. ill I. 
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Political letter celleney’a address, and not only to ap*- ■ ' - ‘ , 

rs n prove my former representations on tne 

i c^si . but to direct that the discus. ■ 

sion be now renewed, under the ex- 
press sanction of his authority, and be 
carried on tt> a satisfactory conclusion, 
by the equitable adjustment of the 

balances which are claimed from this * 

unfortunate Aumil, so as to encrease 
your Excellency’s reputation. 

You will, I trust, do me the justice to 
believe, that I am by no means desirous 
of conducing to your Excellency’s loss 
in the adjustment of accounts with 
your Aumils ; and my recovery, on a 
former occasion, by your Excellency’s 
particular desire, of the balances which 
were due by Almass, is a proof of the 
sincerity of this assurance. 1 therefore 
take the liberty of suggesting, that 
your Excellency, as on the former 
occasion, will now also be pleased to 
furnish me with a statement of the 
demands against Mirza Jnn, and of 
the several exemptions which he pleads, 
that I may be enabled to form an ac- 
curate judgment on the case, and then 
to suggest to your Excellency what 
may appear to be most advisable for 
the recovery of the just dues of the 
Sirkar. Your Excellency may be fully 
assured, that after inspecting the do- 
cuments which you may send to me 
and ascertaining the just amount of 
your demands, I shall be ready to sup- 
port those demands with all the influ- 
ence of my authority ; and that, in the 
case of Mirza Jan’s refusal to dis- 
charge them, 1 shall myself submit to 
your Excellency the justice and expe- 
diency of his renewed and still more 
rigorous conhnement. 

The foregoing are my detailed ob- Although no injury nor loss could, 
SCI rations in answer to your Excel- in my opinion, arise to Tujummool 
Icncy’s remarks on the subject of the Hoosein Khan from committing the ma- 
Governor-General’s letter. The con- nagement of his jagier to an Aumil of 
eluding paragraph of that letter, how- my selection, yet, in compliance with 
ever, which relates to Tujummool the Governor-General’s desire, the ja- 
Hooseiii Khan’s jagier, having been gier shall be restored to the Khan, 
passed over by your Excellency in 
silence, and 1 having in consequence, 
at our last peisonal interview, not 
only submitted my own sentiments on 
the subject, but also conveyed to you, 
in explicit though delicate terms, the 
sentiments of surprise and concern 
with which the Right Honourable the 
Goveinoi-General in Council had heard 
of the violation of rights considered as 
under the guarantee of his Govern- 
ment, 
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iiMSBt, I natuAlly expected , a* tiie re- 
sult of those comumnicatiotis, that 
your Excellency would have ordered 
Tojummool Hoosein Khan to resume 
the management of his jagier. Pis- 
appointed in this expectation, pfciow 
most earnestly request that, from a 
consideration of the extraordinary 
claims of this family to the fav'our of 
both States, your Excellency will be 
plea8ed,.^itliout any further delay, to 
reinstate Tujunnnool Hoosein Khan in 
the unmolested possession of his jagier, 
as an act of justice on the part of your 
Excellency, which cannot fail to be 
gratifying to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council in the 
highest possible degree. 

116. In reply to the Resident’s report of his proceedings, he received the 
commendation due to the zeal, judgment, and ability which he had certainly 
displayed in conducting these discussions; but he was informed, that the satis- 
faction we derived from the result of the negotiation, as far as it had hitherto 
proceeded, was qualified by the lellcction that the Vizier's acquiescence in the 
main points of tlie proposed ainingement must be ascribed more to the energy 
and firmness «ith whicli the llcsidenl liad urged them, than to a cordial admis- 
sion on the part of his Excellency of the expediency of the suggested measures 
and to a sinceie desire to cany them into efiect. With regard to the specific 
measures recommeiided by the Resilient, it waa observed to him that we con- 
sidered them to be generally judicious, and the most effectual that could be 
devised undei the disadvantages arising from the inherent vices and defects of 
his Excellency’s Govcnm.ent. That on one point alone we entertained con- 
siderable doubt; not, however, on the abstract ground of expediency, but upon 
that of public faith, as affected by a resumption of the farms before the expiration 
of the leases, and with or withemt the coiusetit of the farmers.* That we were not 
entirely satisfied of the argument with which the Resident met the Vizier’s 
objection, founded on that very ground ; because, admitting even the construc- 
tive violation of his engagements with the Company, which the Resident had 
maintaiued,f it coulil not be considered to affect the validity of a contract between 
the Vizier and his farmers, and that wc therefore recommended, in all practicable 
cases, a compromise with the farmers, but in none a compulsory resumptior< of 
the farms. 

1 17. On the only essential article of the Resident's propositions to which the 
Vizier had ultimately withliolden his consent, namely, the Resident's participa- 
tion in the selection aud appointment of Amcens, it was observed to iiini, that 
whatever might be our opinion with regard to the importance of this participa- 
tion, we approved his having yielded the point; first, because some doubt might 
be enteitaiued of the right of the British (Joverninent to insist upon having a. 
voice in the appointment of the Vizier’s oflicers, even for the execution of mea- 
sures prosecuted under the influence of its counsels ; and secondly, because the 
object would, in some degree, be obtained by the compromise]: to which his 
Excellency had assented. The Chief Secretary’s letter conveying the above, 
and some additional remarks, will be found recorded as per margin.^ 

V» 

118. Wc now proceed to report the substance of the Resident’s communication 
of the further progress of his negotiations, from which we had the mortification 
to fihd our opinion of the Vizier’s real reluctance to the introduction of any 
effectual reform into the system of his administration practically confirmed. 

119. It 

* Tide serenty-fifth paragraph of this despatch. IbuL 

$ Vide one hundred and fiiirteenth paragraph of this despatch. 
j Consultations, Sd May, vide page 184. 


Political Letter 
from Betkml, 
15 Oct. 1811. 
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llgk ]| is nbt necessary tp follow the further ax^iiineoUiti^e cfrresppl«jt^ 
ifiOot^wt. hetwoen me Vizier and the Resiaent with the cletutl which applied exped^nt 
in peporting the discussions antecedent to bis Excellency’s acquiescence in the 
proposed pW of reform. It will be sufficient to state, in general terms, the 
natuTO of the objections which the Vizier now brought forward against the prcv- 
secutioD of the very measures to which his illiacelleDcy had given his positive 
assent 

ISO. He stated his conviction of the impracticahilify of ascertaining the assets 
and resources of his country by the means suggested by the Uesident, and at all 
events the impossibility of inspecting and deciding on the voluminous dfocuntents 
whiclv preparatory to that object, the Ameens were to be instructed tf||ransh)it 
to Lucknow. He expressed his apprehension, that the operation of the measures 
in question would throw into disorder the districts where at present no disorder 
existed, and where the revenues w'ere collected with regularity. That this effect 
would be produced by the deputation of Ameens, because (as his Excellency 
conceived) their authority would supersede that of the Aum'tls. He alleged 
that the introduction of the new system would not secure the accomplishment 
of one of his principal objects, that of preventing the necessity for the frequent 
employment of the Company’s troops ; and maintained, that in the districts 
subject to Mehdee Alee Khun (viz. Khyrabad and Muhuindie, the northern 
quarter of the Vizier’s dominions), in the districts lately farmed by Mirza Jan, 
and in the district of Baraitch, and other places where no disorders existed, and 
where the rents were regularly paid, there was no occasion whatever for changing 
the present system. That the flourishing state of those districts implied that 
the peasantry were pcifectly satisfied with it, and that a change would only be 
jiroductive of loss to his Government. His Excellency, on these grounds, pro- 
posed that the new system should for the present he introduced merely for trial 
into some one district which might be consideieci as in the greatest disorder; and 
if the result of liiis experiment sliould prove satisl’acloiy, it could be introduced 
into the whole. 

121. The Vizier, in support of what he liad stated regarding the practical 
difficulty of carryinginto efieetthe measures proposed by the Resident, transmitted 
to him a representation, signed by six of the selected Ameens to whom his Ex- 
cellency had shewn a copy of their proposed instructions, which representation 
referred article by aiticle to the draft of instructions, specifying such of the 
duties as the Ameens would engage to perform and such of the revenue papers as 
they would be able to furnish, and staling the impracticability of performing 
the other required duties and of furnishing the remaining documents. But vvith 
regard to this transaction the Resident stated the following singular facts, 
namely, that from two of those six persons who were formerly in his employ- 
ment while agent to the Governor-General in Bundlecund, the Resident received 
information that they had been furnished, by the Vizier's orders, with drafts ol' 
the above-mentioned representations, which they were required to seal and 
present to his Excellency under pain of Iiis displeasure. 

122. The Resident met the objections stated by the Vizier by remarks and 
explanations which were certainlyof a nature to satisfyhis Excellency’s <Ioubts and 
apprehensions, if such were really entertained by him, or if he had been sincerely 
desirous of promoting the system of reform ; but the following passages of his 
Excellency’s reply to the Resident’s arguments sufficiently demonstrate his total 
disinclination to the introduction of any change. 

123. To an observation of the Resident's, that his Excellency’s cordiail con- 
currence in the propriety of the proposed measures, and his sincere resolutrou of 

, carrying them into complete effect, was all that could possibly be required to 
ensure advantage and success, the Vizier replied as follows : “ The ca|e is 

“ this : (hat as, immediately on the introduction of the new system, the present 
“ settlement of the country must be entii'ely subverted and no part or it can 

reinain, and consequently the failur e of the new system, or the delay or impos- 
■“ sibtlity of carrying it into complete effiect, must be productive of certain loss 
“ and injury to me, it follows tliat a want of attention or diligence on my part 
“ to give effect to the system in question cannot be supposed. But with regard 

“ to 
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“ t6 a .(WStein of ^niini$trati0o> the adoptioh aitdl execution of which are PoUtidil Lett» ' 
“ « 5 rt!MiDry’'aifflcult and itujMitkctltflible, Wy attehta ‘MU must, of ' 

“ oofOtse, be totally tinarailiftlp. I#i bn thh other 'hand, yOo pfcased td 

“ sugwst such a plan for tlie jttttoductlon and eJ^e^cl^^e of the systeiU as ’Shall be 
“ conformable to the ta'ms of the treaty and coihpatible with the perfect exer- 
“ cfee of my independent authority, so that no injury nor falling off,' the most 
“ minute, in my authority can be occasioned, nor any, the smallest, loss of reve- 

nuefrom whatever cause can arise, and you satisfy me as to all those particu- 
“ lars, how then can I refuse to comply with and adopt your suggestions ?” 

1 24. Again, in answer to an observation of the Resident, tliat the new system 
of assessment was much milder than the former, and tended evidently to the 
comfort and happiness of the Ryots and to the ease and security of the land- 
holders, the Vizier stated as follows: “ Although the new system appear milder 
“ to you, and though it be also my wish that this system should be successfully 
“ administered, yet the fact is, that the Talookadars and the whole of the 
“ Zemindars in my dominions have long been in the habit of concealing and 
“ withholding the real assets of their lands ; and the new system being calcu- 
“ lated to bring those piacticcsto light and to expose the real capability of each 
“ particular estate, it is imj)ossiblc, in my judgment, to expect that this system 
“ should be agreeable to them ; and, on the contrary, 1 am gieatly apprehensive 
“ that its introduction will cause the Zemindars to retire, nor can we possibly 
“ expect that it will be established in the manner we wish, since it has not yet 
“ been propeily caiiied into effect in the Honourable Company's Ceded and 
“ Con(|uercd Provinces, although upwards of ten years have elapsed since its 
“ first introduction into those provinces. Of what avail, tliercfbre, will be my 
“ cordial concurrence in a business which it is impossible or extremely difficult 
“ to accomplish ?” 

12i. It is worthy of remaik as a singular instance of inconstancy in his 
Excellency's professions, that the preceding observations were communicated to 
the Resident only five days after his receipt of a paper in which bis Excellency 
desires him to “ rest assiued that he had no hesitation wliatcvcr as to the intio- 
“ duction of the system reconnnended, and that, on the contrary^ his Excel- 
“ lency was zealously employed in putting it into a ti’ain of execution.” 

126 . In the course of these discussions, which were conducted vei bally as 
well as by correspondence, and embraced a great variety of subordinate points, 
and among others a modification of the Resident’s proposed instructions to the 
Ameens, the Resident properly intimated to the Vizier, that any further alter- 
cation or correspondence regarding the excuses, whether valid or frivolous, 
allegetl by the ’x^meens, could tend only to prociastinatc the introduction of the 
salutary system of reform recommended by the (Jovernor-General in Council ; 
that not one of those excuses, even admitting their validity, w'as of a nature to 
preclude the inti eduction of that system or to impede its pi ogress, in the niaii- 
ner which the British Government desired, namely, to the immediate improve- 
ment of the condition of his Excellency’s landholders and peasantry, and to the 
consequent advantage of the State, as well as to the future increase of its reve- 
nue ; and on these and other grounds, the Resident again earnestly recom- 
mended to bis Excellency to dispatch the Ameens into every district of his 
dominions without further delay, delivering to them, however, the proclamations 
and instructions in the terms of the Resident’s oiiginal drafts. 

\9rj. The Resident observed, that a perpetual, or even a decennial settlement 
of the revenue, which would require a minute investigation to ascertain the 
real assets of the land, had not been recommended to his Excellency; that 
neither was it advisable for the present; that, on the contrary, a tfiennial 
settlement at a moderate rate of assessment, for the purpose of giving confi- 
detice to the Zemindars and peasantry and encouraging the cultivation of the 
soil, was all that had been suggested ; and that, for this beneficial purpose, the 
duties which the six Ameens had engaged for (in the representation alluded 
to in the one hundred and twenty-first paragraph), and the documents which 
they had promised to furnish, if executed and prepared with fidelity and zeal, 
in the spirit of the proposed instructions, by all the officers whom his Excel- 

9 M lency 
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lency ipo^ht appoint, would be amply sufficient ; And that a trienni^ settle- 
mei^, proceeding o«^ of the labours of the Ameens, if ctmdiuded i^fhaeably 
to the Resident’^ suggestions, would fully answer the object proposed fay the 
introduction of the new system in its commencement. 

128. The Resident's letter enclosing the correspondence, of which we have 
briefly stated the substance^ contained a detailed and a satisffictory estplanation, 
on that point, of bis proceedings, which had attracted our particular notice, 
namely, his supposed suggestion relative to the resumption of farms before the 
expiration of the leases or without the consent of the farmers. It appeared, 
indeed, from the result of the Resident’s enquiries, instituted after his receipt 
of our remarks on the point in question, that all the leases in the Vizier's do< 
minions, with the exception of those of Khyrabad and Mobumdie, which had 
three years to run, and a few other inconsiderable districts under charge of 
Mehdee Alee Khan, would actually expire at the close of the current year ; and 
with regard to those which formed exceptions, the Resident deemed it his duty, 
in consequence of our remarks, to signify to the Vizier that the introduction of 
the new system of assessment into those particular districts, although expedient 
in the highest degree on general grounds, and for the sake of uniformity in his 
Excellency’s administration, ought not to take effect but by compromise with 
the farmer, which compromise his Excellency promised to endeavour to settle 
with Mehdee Alee Khan. 

129 . The Resident’s despatch above referretl to will be found recorded as per 
margin*. 

130. From all that had now passed, it was evident, in our opinion, that t}>e 
Vizier, while he admitted the necessity of a reform, because he could neither 
deny the facts, nor resist the arguments on W'hich that necessity was founded, 
and while he acknowledged the obligation imposed on him by treaty of 
executing such reform at the suggestion and with the advice of the British 
Government, did not desire that it should take effect ; and that, under the 
influence of this disposition, his eflbrts were employed to render tlie proposed 
system abortive, by means consistent with an ostensible solicitude to promote 
the success of it. 

131. We could not but apprehend that the inclination of his Excellency’s 
mind would lead him, and his unlimited means of clandestine influence and 
control would enable him, to realize all the difficulties and impediments which 
he had represented as opposing the practicability of the meditated plan of 
reform, but which do not really belong to it ; that he would then be disposed to 
triumph in the fulfiltnent of his predictions, to charge the British Government, 
as in fact he actually had charged it, with the pursuit of a chimerical system of 
theoretical improvement, tending only to produce confusion and loss of revenue, 
and to deduce from its failure the practical superiority of that mode of assess- 
ment and collection, which ha\ing been established from distant times^ was, 
however defective, best adapted to the habits and genius of the people, and “best 
calculated to realize the resources of the country. 

132. Ill tiuth, those enlarged principles of polity which embrace a consider- 
ation for the comfort and happiness of the people, w'hich provide for the secuiity 
of the rights and property of the subjects of the realm, for their protection 
against the abuses of power, for the control of injustice and oppression, which 
reject the allurements of immediate pecuniary advantage in favour pf the more 
distant but solid benefits arising from the purity of the administration and the 
general prosperity of the country, are foreign to the character of the Vizier, and 
adverse to the natural propensities of his mind and disposition. From the tenor 
of the Resident’s reports, these propensities appealed to be too firmly established 
to admit of the expectation which Government was willing originally to indulge, 
that they might be made to yield to the force of argument and reason, addressed 
to an understanding certainly of no ordinary class, and supported by all the 
influence of the British power, the stipulations of treaty, and the present Resident s 
zealous and able agency. 

* 133. We 
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133. W« dire^sted those observations to be stated (d tbd Aesident in replying 
to his last lOenlioned despdtch, intimating to him, at the eetlM -thne, that the 
object of stating them was not to discourage the contmuaddO*^ his efforts, but 
partly to afford him the satisfkction of knowing that we were fotly aware of the 
diiScultics which opposed them, and would not be disposed to ascribe their too- 
probable failure to any defect of ability or exertion on- his par^ partly to 
place him on his guard against those arts, by which me just and bene- 
volent intentions of the British Government, in urging the reform, might be 
converted into the charge of having occasioned a material defalcation of his 
Ejccellency’s revenues, and involved his country in confusion, by effecting the 
subversion of a long-estabjisltecl system of assessment and collection, without 
substituting another, either eflicient in its operation or adequate to the purposes 
for which it was proposed. While he persevered in his endeavours, therefore, 
to accomplish, at least, a partial reform of the Vizier’s administration, the Resident 
was instructed to be careful not m suffer the effects of his Excellency’s open or 
clandestine obstruction to be charged upon the inefficacy of the system itself, 
as recommended to his adoption. These instructions, which were dated the 
21 St June, will be found recorded as per margin.* 

134. In his next despatch the Resident reported the details of a conference 
with the Vizier to which he had alluded in his preceding letter. On that occa- 
sion the Resident answered categorically, and with much force and justice, 
every point of the Vizier’s objections, doubts, and apprehensions ; previously 
noticing, however, his Excellency’s total silence on those points at the time 
when he consented to all the fundamental ai tides of the Resident’s proposition^-, 
and the consequent inadmissibility of the arguments now employed by the 
Vizier, in a form inconsistent with his pitvious unqualified assent : an assent 
wind), uitl) reference to the positive obligations of treaty to establish an 
improved system of urlministration, becanie as binding as the treaty itself, and 
to which therefore the Resident observed he had a right to insist on his Excel- 
lency’s adherence. Eor the details of this discussion wc refer your Honourabli- 
Court to the Resident’s de.spatch recorded as per margin. f 

135. Having refuted all the grounds on which his Excellency founded ciUier 
his avowed disinclination to fulfil the engagements to which he had consentdiPon 
the subject of the reform, or the pleas under which he evidently sought to evade 
the execu^n of them by procrastination, and having drawn from his Excel- 
lency a repeated recognition of the obligation of those engagements, the Resinent 
proceeded to recapitulate each article for his Excellency's reconsideration, con- 
necting each in its turn with one of the four fundamental principles of reform 
stated in the Gowrnor-General in Council’s instructions of the 28th December 
1810, vis.: — First, A division and subdivision of his Excellency’s dominions 
into Zillahs and muhuls, with a view to facilitate the adoption of all the subse- 
quent arrangements. This preliminary measure liis Excellency declared to bi* 
totally unobjectionable as far as it was practicable, and offered to send his Dewau 
to the Resident for the purpose of concluding that arrangement. Secondly, 
The deputation of Ameens to all the niuhals, to investigate the state of the coun- 
try and to collect revenue documents, with a view to the moderate assessment of 
the lands. To the immediate and universal adoption of this measure his Excel- 
lency opposed, as before, his apprehension of general disorder in the country by 
the supersession of all his officers at once, and also his engagements with some 
farmers who deserved well of his Government, and whose districts he alleged 
were in excellent order. 

136. This last objection led to a discussion, in the course of which his Excel- 
lency admitted that almost the whole ol’ the leases were for a single year only, 
and mentioned the death of the farmer of Baraitch, tlie farm of which district, 
therefore, although it had been granted for a term of years, was resumable. 
The districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, under Mehdee Alee Khan, he stated, 
were also farmed for a term of years, as before noticed. 

137. Th* 
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IS7. The Eeaidfint galliered from hU ExceltenqyVt fttrll^pr that a 

moiety, if not more, of his Excellency’s dotniniotia was diretdy under tlie me* 
uagement of aaohnee Aumils, or officers correspondtog in some degree in their 
functions with those employed by the British Government in similar trusts ; and 
thb circumstance suggested a proposal which the Resident was about to make 
<for the cempval of the Vizier’s apprehensions, when he interrupted the Resident 
hy statiog it himself, namely, that the invesligatioo and collection of revenue 
papers sliould be committed to the officers already employed in those districts, 
under the instructions which the Resident had suggested for the Ameens, and 
with the further benefit of tlje proclamation in the Vizier’s amended terms. By- 
this arrangement his Excellency admitted that a number of his apprehensions 
would be removed ; and it was agreed that this proposal should be committed 
to writing and maturely considered by his Excellency, who promised to signify 
his determination upon it in the course of a few days. 

1 38. The Resident then proceeded to state the third and fourth articles of 
agreement, viz., a provision for a triennial settlement with the landholders, ?cc. 
at a moderate rate of assessment under a gradation of engagements for that 
period to be guaranteed by the State, and ultimately the establishment of a court 
of justice and efficient police in each Zillah, when the settlement of the revenue 
should be concluded. To both these articles his Excellency signified his implicit 
adherence ; and the conference concluded with a promise, on the part of the 
Resident, to submit the heads of it to his E\cellencY on the same or the ensuing 
day. 

139 . Tliis was accordingly done, and that document will be found on recoril 
as noted in the margin.* ills Excellency, in his reply to that document, still 
professed his adherence to all the articles of agreement, although he declared the 
fulfilment of them to be dependent upon the removal of a few remaining apprehen- 
sions, of which, as his Excellency neglected to specify them, having referred 
for a knowledge of them to documents already in possession of the Resident, 
the latter desired an explanation. 

140. This correspondence, also, had reference to other points of detail which 
it if^ot material to notice ; witli the exception of his Excellency’s positive objec- 
tion to the insertion of the words “ with the advice and concurrence of the 
British Government” in the proclamation proposed by the Resident. His Excel- 
lency conceived that the insertion of those words would affect his authorfty, as they 
implied that the arrangement was adopted under the guidance of the British Go- 
vernment. The Resident deemed their insertion essential, with a view to give to 
the people that confidence which they would deiivefroin the declared association 
of the British Government in the new arrangement : but finding the Vizier 
inflexible on this point, he ultimately lelinquished it. 

141. The Vizier’s withholding any reply during fifteen days to the Resident's 
written request for an explanation of ins Excellency’s remaining doubts and 
apprehensions, produced a further correspondence, whicli the Resident reported 
in another despatch recorded as per margi'i.f 

142. In consequence of that delay, the Resident addressed a letter of remon- 
strance to the Vizier, in which he again called upon his Excellency to fulfil his 
own positive engagements, by imme<liately transmitting to the Resident a sketch 
of the division and subdivision of his country, by adopting the necessary 
measures for the collection of the revenue papers and the investigation of the 
state of the districts, either by deputing Ameens, as proposed by the Resident, 
or by issuing instructions to the Aumils, according to the modified proposal 
before mentioned. 

143. On this occasion the Resident, with a view to remove every pretext on the 
part of the Vizier to an immediate fulfilment of his engagements, conceded the 
points to which his Excellency had objected, namely, — First, The deputation of 
luov Anuens ; in lieu of which the Resident agreed that the investigatibo of the 
state of thedistricts, and the collection of the revenue papers should be committed 

to 
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144 , COTceseioiu mi^t certainly iwvc been expected 4o iiidim tbe 

Vis^ to proceed to the adoptioo the measures to which he had git^en, wit vn- 
quaiified assent; bat, on the contrary, his Excellency had recourse to nenr evasions, 
as mpU as4o the revival of bis former objections, althoughthose objections IimI refe* 
rea«e solelytothe very arrangement which the Resident had consented to abandon, 
namely, the deputation of Ameens. The Vizier referred to the Resident’s desire 
of hein||[ acquainted with his Excellency’s remaining doubts and apprehensions, 
with a view to jremove them ; to the Resident’s having transmitted to the Presi- 
dency a copy of the Vizier’s statement of objections to the deputation of Ameens, 
and also to the Resident’s have objected to the partial deputation of Ameens to 
the two districts of Purtaubgurh and Sultanpore, a deputation proposed by hjs 
Excellency in the course of the negotiations, under liis suggested scheme of 
making a trial of the new system in one or two districts ; and on these grounds 
the Vizier founded an assumption, not only that the subject of his doubts and 
apprehensions was under reference, but that the deputation of Ameens was 
suspended at the Resident’s own request, and that consequently this measure 
being preliminary to the whole project of refoi m, every other measure connected 
with it was necessarily suspended. 


145. To this extraordinary document the Resident replied in great detail, 
exposing and refuting every plea on which his Excellency had endeavoured to 
justify his departure from bis engagements ; and on the same occasion, with a 
view to leave his Excellency no shadow of pretext for further delay, the Resident 
entered into a discussion of the evils represented by his Excellency to be the 
necessary consequence of deputing Ameens to collect materials and pave the 
way for the future assessment of the lands on moderate terms, and under a 
triennial settlement ; evils which, on the present occasion, his Excellency 
thought proper, in exagi>crated language, to describe as being the subversion 
of his authority, tlie retirement and disaSection of his subjects, general disorder 
in the country, a suspension of the collections, and a total loss of balances. 


145. The Resident demonstrated the absurdity of these assumed apprehensions 
by adverting to the exactly-parallel case of the Ceded Provinces, which at the 
period of the cession were in the same state as the reserved dominions, but 
which were brought into their present flourishing condition under the British 
Government, by the very measures now recommended to the Vizier, and were 
by the agency of Ameens formerly his Excellency’s subjects. 

147* The Resident, in his despatch enclosing copies of the above-mentioned 
documents, stated the following observation relative to the state of the nego- 
tiation : “ The effect of this last letter (meaning that described in the preceding 

paragraph) remains yet to be seen. 1 cannot relinquish the hope of his 
“ Excellency’s being ultimately induced to evince a cordial concurrence in the 
“ just views of the Government for his own eminent advantage, as well as the 
“ comfort and happiness of his people ; and 1 am further encouraged to indulge 
“ this expectation, by reflecting that the expiration of the present current 
“ Fusly year will shortly of itself supersede the existing revenue arrangements, 
“ and that as bis Excellency can scarcely entertain the design of renewing the 
“ leases of the farmers in direct opposition to the advice of the British Govern- 
“ ment, as conveyed by the Governor-General’s letter, nor can he propose to 
“ himself, at any future period, the support of the British troops to the exercise 
“ of the present system of his administration. He must soon see the necessity 
“ of adopting the measures of reform, or of sacrificing wantonly a large portion 
“ of his revenue.” 


Pfilkiai^ L0Ufir 
1.5 Oct. 1811. 


148. In tins expectation, however, the Resident was deceived; and in his 
next demmte^, recorded as per mar]^*, he had occasion to transmit a c(q>y of a 
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of those measures, unless every subject of doubt and apprehension regard.iiig the 
effects of their operation should be removed from his mind. 

149. It is remarkable that this retraction followed a personal coiifenence 
between the Vizier and the Resident, in which the latter exposed in a foreihle 
manner his Excellency's continued prevarications and evasions, and by argument 
and remonstrance apparently succeeded in persuading his Excellency to abaadm> 
his untenable objections to the prosecution of the measures in agitation. 

• 150. The arguments which, according to the Resident’s report, seemed to 

produce the most impression on the Vizier’s mind, were substantially those to 
winch he adverted in his former despatch, as quoted in the 147th paragraph, 
and were stated to the Vizier in the following terms, viz. : — “ That a renewal of 
“ any of the leases which were now about to expire, or the consignment of any 
‘‘ portion of his dominions to the future management of farmers, in direct oppo- 
“ sition to the advice of the British Government and to the express terms of the 
“ Governor-General’s letter, could not, the Resident trusted, be in his Exctd- 
“ lency’s contemplation ; that the future assistance or support of a single soldiei 
“ of the British army to the present baneful system of assessment and collection, 
“ or to any of its instruments in the person of his Excellency’s Aumils, was 
totally out of the question ; and that, under all those circumstances, itbchoved 
“ his Excellency to consider under what so beneficial arrangement as the plan 
“ suggested by the British Government, the resources of his country could be 
“ realized and the iutcinal tianquillity ot his dominions secured against the 
probable insurrections of the landholders, the effects of their oppiessioii and 
“ despair.” 

151. A note of these observations his Excellency requested the Resident to 
leave in his hands, promising to make a personal consideration of the subject 
of them in the course of a few days. The Resident had accordingly prepared, 
though not transmitted, a letter containing the substance of his verbal remarks 
and arguments, when he received the extraordinary letter from his Excellency 
already noticed, which however only rendered the more necessary the trans- 
mission of that which the Resident had prepared. 

152. The Resident closed his report upon this unexpected issue of the nego- 
tiation in the following terms ; “ On a retrospect of the whole of the proceecl- 
“ ings in this arduous and important negotiation, his Excellency the Vice- 
“ President in Council will, I doubt not, do me the justice to believe, that 
“ every possible exertion of my judgment and zeal has been applied, iu 
“ the first instance, to prevail on his Excellency the Vizier to acquiesce in 
“ the salutary arrangements proposed to him by the Right Honourable 
“ the Governor-General in Council ; that, further, no arguments which the 
“ instructions of the Government suggested, or the nature of the case i|pd 
“ subsequent occurrences required, has been omitted on my part, with the 
“ view and for the purpose of inducing his Excellency to banish his imagiinry 
« fears and to adheie to his original engagements; and that his Excellenl^’s 
“ ultimate denial of those engagements, in direct opposition to the terms oi a 
“ written document authenticated by a letter under his seal, when every argu- 
“ raent and even plausible pretext for further delay had been repelled, is a 
“ circumstance which I could not have foreseen, and which no exertion of my 
** judgment could at any time have enabled me to guard against. 

“ I am still encouraged to hope for some favourable change in the mind of his 
“ Excellency the Vizier as the effl^ct of my last letter ; and Tshkll not fail to 
“ take advantage of such a change, if produced, for the purpose of renewing 
“ the discussion and of prosecuting it to il satisfactory conclusion. 

A firm and decided refusal of the future assistance of our^ troops to sup- 
port the proceedings of the Aumils or coerce defaulting Zemindars, roust o 
® « necessity 



visions of the treaty tb measures prbp^d to Ills luid'raiNsestiiig 

hts former refuted pleas and arguments, declared bis resolution not to adont anv 
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« coDCMvei’ be of use in acceleratuiig the accomplishment or tnO oS^jefit.*’ 

153 . From the tenor of these last reports we were finally compelletl^o enter- 
tain a conviction of the impracticability of obtaining the Vizier's coneorrence 
in the system of reform so earnestly recommended to bis adoption, elccepting 

, otdy by measures of absolute compulsion, that is to say, by a renewed and 
direct urgency on the part of this Government, founded on the obligations of 
treaty, and accompanied by the declaration suggested in the last paragraph of 
the Resident’s despatch, as above quoted ; and from the adoption of measures 
of this description we considered ourselves to be withheld, not only by consi- 
derations affecting, in our judgment, the very existence of the connection on its 
actual basis between the two States, but by the conviction that the Vizier’s 
involuntary acquiescence in the system of reform, even to the full extent pro- 
posed by the Resident, would fail to secure its successful operations ; for per- 
verted and erroneous as are the views and sentiments of his Excellency, he 
would have an interest in rendering that system abortive, and we were well aware 
that his means of doing so were unlimited and beyond control. This con- 
sideration, indeed, was present to the mind of the Governor-General in Council 
when he issued his instructions to the Resident of the 28th December 1810, 
and it consequently was never in the contemplation of Government to carry the 
negotiation to the extreme now suggested by the Resident. 

154. The object of the reference in those instructions to the obligation 
imposed upon the Vizier by treaty, and to the reluctance with which the British 
Government employed its troops for the suppression of disorders occasioned by 
the evils and abuses of his Excellency’s administration, or to state the case more 
strongly, in supporting the course of injustice and oppression, was to demon- 
strate the right of that Government to demand from the Vizier the reform of his 
administration, and to supply the aiguments which might be supposed to have 
the greatest efficacy in r jnvincing tlic Vizier of the necessity of a reform and 
in persuading him to adopt it. We could not but be of opinion, therefore, 
highly as we approved the Resident’s zeal and able exertions, manifested in the 
conduct of this arduous negotiation, that he had gone too far in declaring to the 
Vizier a positive resolution, on the part of the British Government, to refuse 
in future the aid of its troops in the suppression of disorders in his Excellency’s 
country, although those disorders should be occasioned by the oppressions 
OP misconduct of his officers, for the introduction of compulsory measures as 
above explained would entirely change the ground of negotiation, would bring 
into immediate question the continuance or dissolution of the relations between 
thiO two States, as established by treaty ; but the course of proceeding sug- 
gested by the Resident appeared to us to be objectionable on other grounds, 
namely, on the doubt which we entertained of its being supported by the laws 
and principles which regulate the interpietation of treaties. 

155. In the instructions which on this occasion were issued under our authority'^ 
to the Resident, these several points were discussed at great length. Instead ot 
stating the details of these discussions in the body of this addre'^s, we beg leave 
to refer y our Honourable Court to the record of those instructions which will 
be found on the Consultation noted in the margin.* 

15G. These observations, the Resident was informed, were not intended, in 
any degree, as a defence of the Vizier’s conduct, which we admitted to have 
been maiked by prevarication, evasion, and insincerity, throughout the whole 
course of the late arduous negotiation ; but they were stated, first, because we 
deemed it of importance that the Resident should be apprized of our sentiments 
on a question aftecting the stability of the engagements subsisting between the 
British Government and the Vizier, and the oWigations of public faith ; and, 
secondly, as being introductory to the resolution which we found ourselves 
compelled to adopt, under the certain disappointment of all the Resident’s 
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to octoibpllBb the <^ectof the Gpveni^ail^pMie^ 
the fiSffa December ISIO, and.uii^^'^ *eoBijddticiii 
al^dy stetw^ thHkdfiV’6ii*j|lieViziBr*eec^e9cenoeinhvec^]p(Uft<>jr thenrtmoaed 
plan of reform, in' the tottial teto^er end disi^ition of hig -mdod, would M to 
secure any of ^e benefits which lus cordial adoption o^ it would unquestionably 
produce'. 

ISJ. That resolution was the r^inquishment, for the present at least, of any 
further efforts, on the assumed ground that the protraction of tho negotiation, 
and the subsequent delay in the adoption of preliminary measures and arrange^ 
ments, occasioned solely by his Excellency’s insincere and disingenuous ^con- 
duct, until the near approach of the termination of the current Fusly year, 
had rendered the prosecution of the plan of reform at the present season 
impracticable. The Resident, at the same time, was instructed not to disguise 
from the Vizier the sentiments of disappointment with which we had contem- 
plated his Excellency’s conduct during the whole of the negotiation, and now 
contemplated the effects of it in the suspension of the salutary and unobjec- 
tionable system of reform recommended to his adoption. 

158. The Resident, in his despatch on the subject of the negotiation received 
next after the transmission of the above described instructions (which despatch 
is recorded as per margin),* having noticed an indisposition with which the 
Vizier had been troubled, and which had occasioned a suspension of the nego- 
tiation, stated that he had received information of a circular order having been 
issued to all farmers of revenue (with the exception of Mehdee Alee Khan, 
whose lease, as before mentioned, had several years to run), purporting that 
no renewal of their leases would be granted, and that the revenues were in 
future to be collected under the aumance system exclusively. 
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159. The Resident took this occasion to reply to the instructions of the 21st 

J une (the substance of which is stated in the one hundred and thirtieth and follow- 
ing paragraphs of this report), expressing our opinion of the Vizier’s decided 
disinclination to the adoption of the proposed reform, and our consequent appre- 
hension of his Excellency’s probable endeavours to render its operation abortive, 
and putting the Resident on his guard against those arts, by which the just and 
benevolent intentions of the British Government in urging the reform might be 
converted into the charge of having occasioned a material defalcation of his 
Excellency’s revenues, and involved his country in confusion, by effecting the 
subversion of a long- established system of assessment and collection, w^tliout 
substituting another, either efficient in its operations or adequate to the pnrpo|f^ 
for which it was proposed. , 1 , 

160. The Resident stated himself to be well aware of the necessity of this 
caution, and to have kept it uniformly in view : observing, however, that with 
regard to this point of our apprehension. Government might be considered to 
l)e sufficiently secure ; for that, in the case of the Vizier’s being at length hap- 
pily induced to fulfil his engagements with the Resident, and to execute the 
measures of reform under the constant influence of his suggestions, proceeding 
on his Excellency's own correct and unreserved communication of the circum- 
stances to which the Resident’s advice might be intended to apply, the informa- 
tion which he (the Kesident) already possessed regarding the character and 
disposition of the principal landholders, and the state of the country and popula- 
tion at large, enabled him with confidence to predict the successful progress of 
those measures in every district of his Excellency’s dominions, without any 
material defalcation of his revenue during even the first three years of reform, 
and with a certain prospect of increase at the beginning of the second settlement 
of the revenue ; whilst, on the other hand, if his Excellency were seriously dis- 
posed, and being so disposed should be permitted to depart from any one of his 
engagements with the Resident, to commence hereafter, as he had already on one 
oi two occasions commenced, what his Excellency termed a partial and experi- 
mental reform of the system of assessment and collection of his revenue ; if his 
Excellency continued, as heretofore, to withhold every degree of usefiil and 
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rmportant information from the Britbh Resident at his Cour^ to ask the advice Political Letter 
of the Resident dccaaionally on a few unimportant points^ to evince a total /r' o«*'i8u’. 
dsregard of that advice in every instance where it might opposi) hiH own baneful ^ ' 

propensities or the oppressive views of his Government^ untrer aiich circum- 
stances, the Resident observed, the failure, whether partial or tot^, of the pro- 
jected measures of reform, ifnd the future decrease of a revenue which was 
actually decreasing with extraordinary rapidity every year, could not, on any 
principle, be referred to the councils of the British Government or of itS' repre- 
sentative, nor could they constitute a valid charge ai^ainst the efficiency of a 
general system of reform, which to be executed in the terms of the treaty and 
existing engagements between the two States, must be executed with the uniform 
concurrence and advice of the Honourable Company’s officers, and the total 
failure of which might, in this latter case, and in this case alone, be made a ground 
of charge or reproach against the wisdom and justice of tlie British Government. 

161. The despatch above referred to was succeeded by another three days 
later in date (and recorded as per margin),* communicating a copy of a letter 
to his address from his Excellency the Vizier, representing, in the language of 
apparent alarm, his extreme indisposition, entreating the Resident to visit him, 
taking with him two or three physicians, and expressing in terms of extraor- 
Jiuary warmth his Excellency’s confidence in the Resident’s friendship and 
sympathizing kindness. The Resident stated, that he instantly obeyed the 
summons : that the physicians pronounced his disorder to be merely rheumatic, 
and tiiough severe not dangerous : that he had remained a considerable time in 
attendance on his Excellency, administering every degree of consolation which 
the nature of his complaint, the apparent condition of his mind, and the kindest 
offices and expressions of friendship could afibrd ; and that on his second visit 
he had found his health considerably improved. 

IG2. We mention this circumstance, because the Resident appeared to found 
on this apparently sincere mauiiestation of the Vizier’s confidence in his friend- 
ship and attachment, the expectation of a change in his Excellency’s disposition 
with regard to the pending question of reform, and of his being ultimately 
induced to yield to suggestions, which this display of the feelings of confidence 
and personal regard in the hour of sickness and distress implied on the part of 
his Excellency a consciousness of having been dictated by an anxious desire to 
promote the welfare and prosperity of his Government. 

163. These communications appeared to render expedient the expression of 
our sentiments upon them, with reference to the tenor of our last instructions ; 
and accordingly, after noticing in suitable terms our concern at his Excel- 
lency’s illne'«s, and roferring to a letter which the Vice-President deemed it proper 
to address to the Vizier on the occasion, we directed the Resident to he 
informed, that the circumstances and observations stated in tlie first of the two 
above-described despatches, combined even with the conciliatory language of 
the Vizier’s letter to the Resident’s address, had uot appeared to us to render 
necessary any alteration of our instructions, because they indicated no material 
change in that disposition of his Excellency’s mind with regard to the projected 
system of reform on which those insti uctions were founded. 

]6’4. If, it was observed, his Excellency could be supposed to be sincerely 
desirous of effecting a reform of the present vicious system of assessment and 
collection; if his objections to the proposed plan were not (as they unquestion- 
ably were) fictitious; if (to use the language of the Resident’s despatch) any 
prospect existed of inducing his Excellency “ to fulfil his engagniCnts w’ith the 
“ Resident and to execute the measures of reform under the constant influence 
“ of the Resident’s suggestions, proceeding on his own correct and unreserved 
“ communication of the circumstances to which the Resident’s advice might 
“ be intended to apply,” it would be the duty of Government to persevere in 
urging his Excellency’s execution of the suggested plan ; not, however, by the 
compulsory means of menacing the withholding of our troops from the internal 
service of his country, for which, indeed, no necessity would then exist, but by 

arguments 
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arguincnts calculated to remove his objections; ar^ments to which, in the 
IS Oct. till. and disposition of mind above described, his Excellency might be 

expected to yield, or by x:ompromises not subversive of the object in view : but 

that, under the Vizier's most manifest aversion to the change of system, no advan- 
tage could be expected to arise from our perseverance. That he had resisted 
the force of argument, had retracted his own positive engagements, and had 
declined to accept the compromise proposed by himself. That the removal of 
one objection has been succeeded by another; and, finally, the whole course of 
his Excellency’s conduct during the negotiation had demonstrated a systematic 
design to avoid the adoption of the proposed measures of reform, and warranted 
a conviction, that if his acquiescence were enforced by menace or by importu- 
nity, he would clandestinely employ the means within his power of rendering it 
abortive. 

165. That the case which, as above cited, the Resident had himself rlescribcd 
as enabling him with confidence to predict the success of the meditated measure.s 
of reform could not be expected to arise. That in the disposition which his 
Excellency had so unalterably displayed, he might be compelled, but could not 
he persuailed, “ to fulfil his engagements with the Resident, and to execute the 
“ measures under the constant influence of his suggestions;” but that there the 
effect of compulsion would cease. The disposition would be wanting, which 
should Icatl his Excellency to render the Resident’s suggestions beneficial, by 
“ his own correct and unreserved communication of the circumstances to which 
“ the Resident’s advice might he intended to apply ;” and that disposition would 
still prevail, which as it had hitherto ltd his Excellency to obstruct by every 
species of aitifice and evasion the introduction of the plan of reform, would 
actuate his secret endeavours to demonstrate the justice of his unifuun aversion 
to it, by precluding the cflicicncy of its ojieration. 

16'C. That unless, therefore, such a change sliould have occurred in the 
temper and disposition of his Excellency's mind, as to lead him cheerfully to 
co-ope*atc in the measures of reform proposed to his adoption, limiting his 
objections to points of real doubt, not laising them, as liitherto, with the secret 
design of preventing the execution of those measures, wc must consider a further 
prosecution of the negotiation to he more than useless. 

167. The next despatch from the Resident contained a reply to our instruc- 
tions of the 6th of .luly, the substance of which is stated in the one hundred 
and fifty-tliird and following paiagiaphs of this address. The Resident stated 
some explanations on two points which formed the principal topics of tlie dis- 
cussions contained in those instructions. 

168. We had disputed the justice, on the ground of those piinciples which 
regulate the intciprctatioii of treaties, of founding a refusal to afl’ord the aid of 
our troops in suppressing disorders in his Excellency’s countiy ; that is to say, 
a refusal to fulfil a specific obligation of treaty, on the V^uier’s declining to accede 
to a specific plan of icform proposed to him under that article of the treaty of 
1801, which imposes on his Excellency an obligation to introduce into his 
country an improved system of administration and to conform to the counsels 
of the British (iovcninient ; in other words, we contended that this refusal on 
the part of the Vizier could not be deemed such a violation of the articles of 
treaty, as to warrant what we could not but consider to he tantamount to a 
declared dissolution of the alliance. 

168A. The explanalions of the Resident tended to demonstrate, not that 
the Vizier had violated the treaty by refusing his consent to a specific system ot 
reform recommended to liim by the British Government, and that the penalty 
of that violation sliould justly be the withholding the aid of our troops lor the 
huppiession of disoidcrs in his country (a position which he never intended to 
maintain), hut that his Excellency had evinced a disposition to refuse the f ulfil- 
ment of a positive obligation of treaty, by abstaining from the adoption of any 
system or measure of reform, which justified the ultimate declaration of a 
refusal of the aid of our troops to tlic oppressive and arbitrary demands of^ the 
Viziei's I’aimcrs and Aiimils, combined with the exercise of the essential right 
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of every Government to investigate and ascertain the jurtice of the demands 
u^bich its power might be required to enforce, before proceeding to enforce 
those demands, by extensive and hazardous, as well as in most cases, unnecessary 
warfare. 

I6p. The Resident supported the 6rst part of this position by observing, that 
his Excellency, in the outset of the negotiation, acknowledged his obligation to 
reform the system of bis Government. That he tacitly admitted his own inability 
to suggest an efficient plan for that purpose, and that he called upon the British 
Government, in the person of its representative, to devise and arrange the details 
of an improved system of administration, such as that Government might con- 
sider itself bound and authorized to support, without incurring any longer the 
reproach of abetting injustice and oppression. That his Excellency after mature 
deliberation and discussion acquiesced, and declared his acquiescence in the 
principal measures of reform which had been suggested at his own desire for his 
adoption, and had finally retracted his acquiescence under circumstances of 
extraordinary aggravation. 

170. In the second place, the Resident contended that his declaration to the 
Vizier, relative to the future refusal of the aid of our troops, Ibll fur short of that 
of a positive resolution to refuse their aid for the suppression of any future dis- 
orders in his Excellency’s country, to be occasioned by the oppression of his 
Aumils, and that it had been limited to the future refusal of the aid or support 
of our troo|)s to the oppressive demands of the Aumils in the progress of their 
collection of the revenue, a peculiar description of support for M'hich (the Resident 
observed) no article of the treaty provided, and which, in fact, v\as expressly 
superseded by the second clause of the third article, authorizing and rctjuiriiig 
the Vizier to retain in his service such number of armed Peons as shonld bo 
deemed necessary for the purposes of the collections, and a few horsemen and 
Nujetbs to attend the persons of the Amcens; although the practice of the British 
Goverument, proceeding on principles of liberality to his Excellency the \'izicr, 
had certainly tended to establish a belief in his Excellency’s mind, that the 
British troops, like the armed Peons in his service, were the hounden slaves of 
Itis will, the necessary instruments of hi.s oppression. 

171. The Resident added, that the only <|uestion in his contemplation, in sug- 
gesting (as noticed in the hundred and fifty-second paragra|)h of this address) a 
direct declaration on tlic part of the Vice-President, in a letter to the Vizier, of our 
resolution to refuse the future assistance of our troops to support the j)roceedings 
of the Aumils or coerce the defaulting Zemitulars, w'as, whether the belief above 
mentioned shonld he rcmovetl from the Vizier’s mind, by a solenui declaration of 
the futuie intention of the Government to investigate the justice of the demands 
wliicli its power might be required to enforce, or should continue to influence 
the Vizier’s conduct in direct opposition to our counsels. 

17-- The Resident concluded his despatch (for the details of whicli wc refer 
your Honourble Court to the record yf it on the Consultation noted in the 
margin*) by signifying his intention of carrying our instructions of the 6’lh of 
.Inly into ctfcct, as soon as the state of the Vizier’s hcaltli should admit of his 
entering on the subject. 

173. 7'lie last despatch of the Resident connected with the subject of reform, 
reported that the Vizier appeared to have recovered liis usual state of health. 
That his Excellency had requested, in an earnest manner, the discontinuance of 
the daily visits of enquiry that the Resident liad paid him; expressing the highest 
sense of the Resident’s friendship and the cxtrciordinary gratification of his Excel- 
lency’s mind by the sedulous attention of the Resident during the whole course 
of his illness : on which the Resident observed, that the then apparently happy 
Iramc of the Vizier’s temper and disposition, if there were any certainty of its 
continuance, would authorize the hope of succc^s from the renewal of tlie nego- 
tiation; but that he considered himself precluded from taking advantage of any 
circumstances for that purpose by our recent orders, and that he should therefore 
content himself with receiving such proposals on the subject as the Vizier might 
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think proper to convey to him. The Resident, in the same despatch, also 
described .the terms on which he proposed to communicate to his Exoelleney our 
resolution relative to the suspension of tile negotiation. 

174. In the reply to the two last-mentioned despatches, a reference was made 
to specific passages in the Resident’s preceding reports, on which we had founded 
the construction of the Resident s declaration relative to the future employment 
of our troops. Witliout disputing the accurac}^ of the Resident’s explanations 
on that point, it was merely observed that the intent and meaning of the decla- 
ration as (described by the Resident required that it should have consisted not of an 
indefinite and unqualified refusal of the future aid of our troops to support the 
proceedings of the Aumils or coerce the defaulting Zemindars, but of an alleged 
right of previous investigation, of a right to arbitrate the demands which the 
troops migiit be called upon to support, and of an intimation of the resolution of 
the British Government to exercise that right on all future occasions. 

175. The case, it was observed, might be supposed, of one or more Zemindars 
in a province, driven perhaps to e.xtrcmity by the injustice or exactions of an 
Auniil or farmer refusing to pay any portion of the public revenue, assuming an 
attitude of resistance, and preparing to oppose any attempt on the part of the 
latter to enforce his demands. Such Zemindars must then be considered to be in 
a state of rebellion, and under the su|)j)osition that the local authority did not 
possess the power of reducing tlicm to obedience, the demand of assistance from 
the British troops would be authorized by the stipulations of the treaty, and the 
case would require the marcii of our troops to the scene of these disorders ; 
not, however, necessarily for the purpose of enforcing the demands cf the 
Aumi], but for the preservation of tranquillity in the first instance, and ultimately 
for the enforcement of the demands which, on investigation, might be found to 
be just, at the same time that investigation would be prosecuted in the nianner 
that might be settled between the Resident and the Vizier. 

176 . It was observed, that this ct)ursc of proceeding would obviously reejuire, 
as the altcniative-of the Vizier’s declining the adoption of any reform, a declara- 

*tion essentially differing from the terms of that which the Resident actually 
conveyed to him, since it would ic(]uirc that the right of investigation and arbf- 
tration should he asscrtetl and recognized in all cases in which the aid of our 
troops should be demanded. 

177 . The Resident was directed actually to convey the intimation above 
described to the Vizier, adjusting witli him, at the same time, the mode of 
inquiry to he prosecuted for ascertaining the justice of the demands which our 
troops might be required to enforce. 

178. The Resident was informed, that this instruction was founded on the 
supposition that the Vizier could not be induced cordially to enter into the scheme 
of reform which had been proposed, because that scheme involved an effectual 
restraint on the oppressions and exactions of his Excellency’s officers, and the 
means of ascertaining the equity of their demands on the landholders. But that 
if the change of disposition adverted to in the Resident’s last mentioned despatch 
should have proved so essential as to lead liis Excellency to acquiesce in the 
beneficial arrangements which he had till then resisted, tue Resident would, of 
course, have prosecuted tlte negotiation w’hich, by the orders of CJovernment 
of the fith ultimo, he had been directed to suspend. 

17.9- With the preceding instructions (vvliich will he found recorded as per 
margin*) the correspondence on the subject of the proposed reform of the Vizier’s 
administration has lor the present closed. We learn from the private advices, that 
on the plea of ill health, the Vizier has continued studiously to avoid any further 
communication on this subject, and that it is bis Excellency’s object to observe 
this course, and to refrain from replying to the Governor-General’s letter of the 
28th December 1810 until after his Lordship’s return to the Presidency. 

180 . Our object, in conveying to your Honourable Court this detailed report, 
is to bring under your notice the peculiar character and disposition of the Vizier s 

mind, 
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•adrilit dUKwiltjri «iid «re ftor thd tiii)}»ctieabUity, of PoHric^L*^ ' 
I n iM eadii ql l^ >» <iie adOfiiBa iwf .itoy armngements wbiek««ne calCttktfxl to 
Mflkct the operattoo of kis iooiidlpiite d^re for the accumulation of vealth, how- ‘ ' 
leonr cO^^UCiwto thie prospeiity vH his country^ thehi^pineas his subjects, 
tfatt fatsire mui^ntitioii of his revenues, , 

{ ISl. when the lands are let in farm, they are leased oh exotbitaiA tefms. 

*1^ furmeTi with a view both to fulfil his engagements and to secure a pitofit to 
jsltosdf during the limited period of his tenure, naturally exercises rigonr and 
of^tression witlun the limits of his authority. When the lands are held 
a^mmee, that is, placed under charge of an officer of the Government appointed 
to eollect the vevenue, that officer is rendered reponsible for the realization of the 
ttnpoicd jumi!n4 and the excess of the assessment is generally such as cannot be 
levied wittout extortion, violence, and injustice. When a compliance with such 
demrads is refitsed, the farmer, Aumil, or officer, represents the Zemindar or 
under-renter to be a defaulter and rebel, and urges the necessity of employing 
troops for his coercion. Thus the Vizier employs the British troops as the instru- 
ment of these wide-extended exactions, while their presence, and the knowledge 
of the obligations imposed on the British Government to suppress disorders 
within his ISxcellency's country, precludes that natural remedy which over- 
strained and unprotected oppression carries within itself. 

182. Disappointed in our endeavours to relieve the British Government from 
tt» necessity of supporting the activity of a system of rapacity and injustice, 
widiout assuming a degree of interference in the internal concerns of the Vizier’s 
dominions which would amount to the absolute control of his Excellency’s 
authority, no alternative seems left but the establishment and exercise of that 
right of invest^^tion and arbitration which is described in our last instructions to 
the Resident. This course of proceeding, however, even supposing it to be 
■unobstructed by the perverted interests and aitifices of the Vizier, can only be 
expected to remedy the evils complained of in a very partial degree. The 
abuses of a system radically vicious must continue to exist, and under the most 
favourable operation ot the proposed arrangement, we can only hope, in some 
cases, to be the means of preventing specific acts of injustice, and to avoid the 
pain and the discredit of enforcing exactions by the terror of the British arms. 

We have, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) G. Hewett, 

li$th October 1811. J. Lumsdek, 

H. CoLEEROOKE. 
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Par. 147. On the consultation of the date noted in the margin* is recorded a 
despatch from the Resident, containing a report of his discussions and corres- 
pondence with his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of the just complaints of 
itfae fiegum, Sfaum»<oaiB-Nissa, widow of the late Asuf-ood-Dovvlah, against the 
conduct of the Vizier towards her, and also expressing her Highness's anxious 
desire to be permitted to quit Lucknow, from which it appears that the Resident 
had made several unavailing attempts to procure the redress of her grievances. 

148, After the expression of Government’s entire approbation of the efforts 
which the Resident nad employed for that purpose, and of its concern at their 
failure, Major Baillie was directed to renew his remonstrances to the Vizier, 
«l^uoder the express sanction of Government; and he was at the same time 
informed, that if his further endeavours should be equally unsuccessful, it was 
the wish of Government that he should persuade the Vizier, if possible, to per- 
tnit the l^um to retire within the Company's provinces, making the necessary 
nrnu^gements for her passport, and that in that event Government would not 
<>hject to his employing the argument suggested in bis despatch, namely, to urge 
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the neaemity of her HightKsss’s departure from ludcaoiriR^# vie#4« 
toration of her health, which was not considered l»beiiicQatisteatwtAll»ea{i^ 
of our instructions of the 18th April 1808, adverted to in the Vvn^ hundfed 4iid 
forty-third paragraph of our despatch of the fl7th of September of the same 
year, those instructions being applicable to tbe case of our encouraging nwd 
assisting tbe iBegum to withdraw from the Vizier’s territories and to retire to a 
far distant country, without consulting the Vizier, and agaihst his' consent, nnd 
having reference to the inconvenience and embarrassment of making arrange- 
ments for her voyage to Mecca, and to considerations which rendered the pro- 
secution of her design undesirable. 

149. The Begum’s sufferings under the Vizier’s most discreditable persecution 
and enmity, and under the pressure of a severe malady, however, Vere considered 
to be sufficient to overbalance those motives of repugnance to grant her on 
asylum, or even to favour her desire of retiring to Arabia, if she should atiU 
earnestly retain it. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 

Dated 1 Ith June 1812. 

Par. 182. On the Consultation noted in the margin* are recorded extracts 
from our proceedings in the Judicial Department relating to robberies committed 
in the districts of Elahabad and Goruckpore, by persons who took refuge from 
the pursuit of justice in the neighbouring territories of his Excellency the Vizier. 
The Resident at Lucknow was desired to make the necessary communication to 
the Vizier on the subject, with a view to the apprehension of the offenders. In 
the instance of the robberies committed in the district of Elahabad, the perpe- 
trators were subjects of the Vizier. The dai ing robbery in Goruckpore was 
perpetrated by subjects of the British Government who derived the means of 
prosecuting their depredations from the asylum afforded them in the Vizier’s 
territories. 

183. The Magistrate of Elahabad has had repeated occasion to complain of 
the conduct of some of the Vizier's subjects in committing depredations in the 
district under hi.s charge ; and the Resident at Lucknow, in his reply to the 
instructions of Government, stated that be had made frequent and urgent remon- 
strances on his part to the Vizier, on the subject of the complaints of the Magis- 
trate of Elahabad. 

1 84. We have now' tbe honour to report to your Honourable Court the renewal 
of the more serious depredations of the notorious rebel and marauder, Budjha 
Sing, in the Company’s provinces bordering on the dominions of his Excellency 
the Vizier, and the decisive measures which we have deemed it our duty to adopt, 
in order to prevail on the Vizier cordially to co-operate in tbe endeavours of tbe 
British Government, directed to the apprehension or extermination of Budjha 
Sing and his banditti. 

185. In consequence of the intelligence contained in the extract from our 
proceedings in tbe Military Department, recorded as per margin, f of tlie aid 
afforded to the depredations of Budjha Sing by certain Zemindars within tbe 
territories of the Vizier, the Resident at Lucknow was instructed, on the 24tb 
April last, to suggest to the Vizier, and urge his Excellency to adopt such 
measures as, in the Re.sident’s judgment, might appear calculated to put a stop 
to the evident collusion of his Excellency’s officers and Zemindars with Bo^ba 
Sing. 

18(). Shortly after the despatch of those instructions to tlm Resident, we 
received from him a letter recorded on tbe annexed date,!]! enclosing copies of his 
correspondence relative to the proceedings of the detachments which were 

employed 

• ConaultatloM, 15th and 29di Febiusry 1818. f ComoltStions, Sdtli Apr0 1818; 

CoDsultatioM, 8th May. 
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enipliflildi ^ rebdii Budjha Sin^ and tite pro^tioA and support Political Letter 

whWii ho ^oin tiie Viafer’a IttiidliPldirfc fft* Mdliomdie. 

TW requested tlie idstriiclions dt OovferditKPit '4*d|||iMittg a sag. Janoiai* 

gestaou ooO(aliiiBd in Ltentenint-Colonel Adams'h address to h$in of lliel^th Aptii, 
of employti^ a pturty of Captain Skinner’s invgoter ham, 46 be tfadMMi^ with tbe 
detadiineat of infantry stationed at Seecapore, in the prbn^tkm of die fiwMtitr of 
Bateilfo and tbe pursuit of the rebeU * * > V ^ . 

187. Your Honourable Court will concur in our regret, that the a^llbha 
endeavours of Major Baillie to persuade the Viz er to adopt those measures 
regard to his landholders which could alone counteract the inducement t^ey 
have to abet the dqaredations of Budjha Sing, and to aid him in eluding the 
pursuit of our tro^, have hitherto been rendered unavailing by tbe untoward 
disposition of his Excellency’s mind. 

188. It has ever been a subject of surprise and of just complaint on tbe paxt 
of the British Government, that the Vizier should so pertinaciously refuse his 
consent to the measure of authorizing the British troops stationed in the Ceded 
Provinces to enter his territories in pursuit of marauders, who are enabled to 
commit depredations in the former by the asylum which they find in the latter. 

189. Although it must be admitted as a general proposition, and was indeed 
distinctly declared to Colonel Collins, the late Resident at Lucknow, under date 
the 12th August 1805, that consistently with the provisions of treaty, the British 
Government' cannot authorize the entrance of its troops into the Vizier’s 
dominions in pursuit of rebels and fugitives against bis Excellency’s consent, a 
point in confirmation of which, also, your Honourable Court was pleased to 
transmit to this Government decisive orders, yet the grounds of that proposition 
become in our judgment essentially changed, and the proposition itself must 
consequently be deemed susceptible of modification, if, as in the case under 
notice, the most irrefragable proof exists of encouragement, assistance, and pro- 
tection being afforded to marauders infesting the British territories by the 
Vizier’s officers or landholders, and if, with a knowledge of this fact, his Excel- 
lency neglects or raises to adopt the measures necessary to remedy the abuse. 

190. This view of the obligation of the article in question we communicated 
to the Resident, and observed that the authority of the Vizier within his reserved 
dominions could not be more absolute than that of the ruler of a State uncon- 
nected with the British Government or any other power, by the obligations of 
defensive alliance ; yet that, according to the principle of public law, no doubt 
could exist of our right to insist upon any adjoining State’s consent to such 
measures, as after long forbearance and experience had been proved to afford the 
only efficient means of protecting our own territory, either from the rebellious 
invasion or the predatory incursions of persons who were enabled to commit those 
offences against us, by the refuge haoitually found within the neighbouring 
frontier ; and if the evils of which the remedy was sought by us were sufficiently 
great to merit a full exercise of our right, we should be warranted, u'e observed, 
by the same principles, in considering a pertinacious refusal on the part of the 
other Sovereign, amounting in its enect to a protection of tbe offenders, not 
merely from punishment but in the continued molestation of our country, as 
a just cause of war, much more as affording a justifiable motive for passing the 
boundary in pursuit of a public enemy, for the purpose of doing ourselves and 
our people the justice which bad been refused to amicable and frequent repre- 
sentatiomt 

191. The Resident, however, was desired not to consider these observatbns 
as audlioriJEin^ the actual exercise of that right, but as eventually conducive to 
tbe accomplishment of the arrangement suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Adams, as well as intended to support the efficacy of the Resident’s endeavoim, 
and persuade tbe Vizier to exert his authority with respect to the laudholders of 
Mohumdie, in the mana«' he had hitherto ineffectually proposed b him. 

192. The Resident, we observed, would infer from this intimation, fhkt we 
concurred in the expediency of Lieutenant-Colonel Adams’ suggestion ; but as 
the practicability of employing a detachment of Captain Skinner’s irregular horse 

in 
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in the siKUier proposed was doubtfiil, their services b^ibg in gfne;^ ep^ much 
rni|hp|.«ir*h^ f<Cispttpany*« leW ^ iWt vre ittforiiiMd tii^ a 

iMQi^Meoa the avd^leot would be mede m the Rwidhmt at Delhi, and to iBdonrd* 
mjdv iostruKdied Mr. Meteidfe to aaairhiin, and M|)0rtdHeo% toihe ^sshlhitat 
as well a« to livovemaMm% whether the services of t juirty d €w|pti|b 
Skiimer’s hors* emfdfl^ in Huriiana coujd be spared ter ^fwrp<^ snggestld 
by lieutenant'.ColonM Adams, and in the event of its btdng so disposwmb to 
order its immediate march to fiarellie, directing the Risala>a&r of toe party to 
place himself under the orders of the commanding-officer at that station, to be 
advant^ to Seetapore on Major Baillie’s requisition. 


1419. We stated our opinion to the Resident at Lucknow, that the Viaior 
iCOidd not, as apprehended by tbe Resident, object to^ the measure of stationing 
thja or any other additional force within his territories, and that our, rij^t tp 
adopt it might be maintained, on the ground that the number and descrifltion 
of tne firiti^ troops to be stationed within his territories is not limited by treaty. 
That in a spirit of tavil, indeed, hiS Excellency might possibly allege, that as 
the number of our troops so to be employed was intended^ to be regulated by 
the arrangements necessary for the protection and tranquillity of his oominions, 
we were not entitled to augment it for any other purpose ; but that we w^ 
unwilling to believe that his Excellency would resort to that argument, which 
would afford the strongest reason to impute to him a settled resolution to with- 
hold his co-operation in any measures directed to the object of effecting the 
destruction of the marauder Budjha Sing. If, however, on that or any other 
ground, the Vizier should oppose tlie arrangement, the Resident wm wtborizecl 
to maintain the absolute right of the British Government to carry it into effiect, 
not only on the specific ground above stated, but if necessary ou the more 
general foundation of the provisional right, which must be deemed d fortiori 
to admit the adoption of the arrangement in question. 

194. On tbe day on which those instructions were dispatched to the Resident 
we received from him tbe letter recorded on the annexed date,® transmitting his 
further correspondence with his Excellency the Vizier relative to ^Bndjha Sing, 
from which we learned the satisfactory intelligence of the Vizier hiving at 
length been so far induced to comply with the Resident's recommendation, m 
to direct tbe seizure and confinement of some of the Zemindars of Mobumdic 
who had been proved to have sheltered tlie marauders. 

195. On this occasion we desired the Resident to signify to his Excellent^ 
our satisfaction at this apparent disposition on the part of bis Excellency to 
fulfil the positive obligation of contriboting, by the exertion of his authority, to 
the success of the measures in progress for the apprehension of Budjha Sing, 


196 . We likewise conveyed to Major Baillie our high appro^tion of tlie effiirts 
which he had employed to effect this beneficial change in his Excellency’s dis- 
position. 

197. A subsequent despatch from the Resident, recorded as per mdigin, 
notifies the Vizier's having authorized the apprehension of several other Zemin- 
dars, subjects of his Excellency, who had 6een proved to have assisted Budjha 
Slug. 


198. Being desirous of bringing the correspondence relative to Budjha Sing 
under tbe review of your Honourable Court in a connected series, we have 
abstained from noticing some despatches of importance intermediately received 
from tbe Resident at Lucknow which have occupied our deliberations. 


199. We allude to tbe three letters, with their enclosures, recorded od tbe 
annexed date,t in which the Resident has communieated the cKwrrespoodencc 
which had taken place between the Vizier and the Resident, in consaquenoe ot 
the oppressive conduct of bis Highness towards tiie Bhow Begum and Slmins- 
oon-Nissa Begum, violating, with respect to tbe former, fhe obligations^ an 
®‘^gagement concluded by his Excellency tbe late Governor-General Lordleign- 


• Coniilutions, 15di May 1819. t CoosekativMi, 8tb May 1819, vida pages 988 to 977. 
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month in 1798, by an article of which the Vizier engaged to preserve certain 
rights and privileges to the Bhow Begum. 

200. By that article the superintendence and management of the khoord 
muhl (the females of the family of the late Nawaub Shooja-ood*Do\vlah) at 
Fyzabad were vested in the Show Begum, and the maintenance of its establish- 
ment provided for by a grant of territory to her Highness, under the guarantee 
of the British Government. 

201. Among the correspondence is a translation of a letter from her Highness 
the Bhow Begum to the Resident, stating that the Vizier, without any previous 
consultation with her, had dismissed Tuliseen Alec Khan, the Nazir of tlie khoord 
muhl, from that office, which he had held for near forty years, and placed a 
person selected by himself in that situation. The Bhow Begum justly complained 
of the violation of her rights on this occasion, and claimed the interference of 
the Resident in her behalf. 

202. In compliance with her Highness’s request, the Resident addressed a 
letter to the Vizier, pointing out the impropriety of removing Tuhseen Alee Khan 
from his office without the previous consent and advice of the Begum and of the 
British Government, and urgently recommentled his reinstatement. The Vizier, 
m reply, stated that he had been induced to remove Tuhseen Alec Khan from the 
situation of Nazir, in consequence of the complaints made against him by the 
ladies of the khoord muhl of his want of punctuality in the distribution of their 
allowances ; and his Excellency denied having acted contrary to treaty in 
removing Tuhseen Alee Khan, on the ground that, according to the tenor of the 
treaty, he had full power and authority to act as he pleased in his household, 
being the sole heir and guardian of all his female relations. 

203. To this letter tlie Resident returned a reply, in which he was compelled 
to combat and refute the assertions and arguments of his Excellency, and in par- 
ticular to point out the inaccuracy of his Excellency’s statement of the dissatis- 
faction of the ladies of the muhl against Tuhseen Alee Khan, to whom repeated 
and numerous acknowledgments of his extraordinary kindness towards them, 
during the period of thirty-eight years, had been made by the ladies of the 
khoord muhl, and a number of which, under the seals of the ladies, were in 
the Kesidcnt’.s possession. 

204. Your Honourable Court will observe, that after the interchange of further 
letters, the Vizier signified his consent, if Tuhseen Alee Khan wouUl offer any 
satisfactory suggestions on the subject of the future management of the muhl, 
and the ladies of the muhl should approve of it, to reinstate him in his office. 

205. We have, on a former occasion, brought under the notice of your 
lIoDourahle Court the oppression exercised by the Vizier towards his sister, 
Slmms-oon-Nissa Begum. The correspondence to which we have adverted 
contains a letter from Shums-oon-Nissa Begum to the address of the Resident, 
expatiating on licr numerous grievances, and declaring her resolution, if the 
Resident .should evade her requisition, to quit Lucknow without any further 
communication to him. 

206. The Resident addressed an urgent remou>-trancf' io the Vizier in behalf 
of Shums-oon Nissa Begum, to which, as your Honourable Court will perceive, 
no satisfactory reply was returned. 

207. Your Honourable Court will observe in ihe first* of Major Baillic’s 
despatches on which we are treating, that Major Baillic remarks, that, in addition 
to the cases of their Highnesses the Bhow Begum and Shums-oon-NissaBcgum, and 
to others of great importance, in which the luterlcrcncc and remonstrances of the 
British Government and the Resident have been disregarded and neglected, the 
i>ubordiuatepointsof complaint against his Excellency’s Government and its officers 
"■ere such as in his judgment authorized and required the severe animadversion of 
the Government, with the view of recalling the Vizier to a due sense of his 
engagements, and of preserving that just and necessary degree of influence over 
the affairs and Government of' Oude which it has ever been thought advisable 
to maintain. 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
llJune 1812. 


* Vide page 268. 
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Felitical Letter 
from Bengal, 

1 1 Jttne 1812* 


SOB. The systematic opposition of his Excellency the Vizier to Cte^ iepife. 
sentation made to him on the part of the British Oovennneiil« appeared to ns to 
require that the influence of the representative character of the ReMdent ahowld 
be supported by a letter of remonstrance on the part of the Goveraor-Genend to 
the address of his Excellency, embracing not merely the primary subjects of 
the Resident’s present despatches, but generally all depending points of negotia- 
tion bctureeu the two States. 

509. The Governor-General therefore addressed a lett^ to the Vizier, an 
English copy of which is recorded on the annexed date.* 

510. Tlie points which form the subject of tbaClovernor-Generars letter have 
been brought under the notice of your Honourable Court in the late despatches 
from the Vice-President in Council and the Governor- General in Council ; and 
although his Lordship, in his letter to his Highness, has deemed it proper to dis- 
cuss at some length the various questions on which representations on the part of 
the British Government have been treated by his Highness with invariable 
neglect, wc do not consider it necessary to swell this despatch, by introducing 
into the body of it a recapitulation of the arguments and remonstrances by which 
his Lordship has urged the Vizier to adopt a line of conduct more creditable to 
himself, and more consistent with the manifest obligations of existing treaties. 

211. It will be sufficient, therefore, to state, that among the points above 
alluded to, the negotiations which took place during the last year on the subject 
of a reform of his Excellency’s administration, and which formed the subject of 
a separate address to your Honourable Court, under date the 15th of October 
1811, is the most prominent. His Excellency omitting to return any reply to 
the Governor-General’s letter of the 28th December 1810, although near six 
months had elapsed since his Lordship’s arrival at the Presidency, and his 
evident resolution to avoid, if possible, a re-agitation of that question, clearly 
demonstrated liis Excellency’s fixed disinclination to attend to the wishes and 
advice of this Government and to the obligations of treaty in this respect. The 
former of these omissions appeared to us to demand particular animadversion, 
and this topic has accordingly been noticed in suitable terms by bis Lordship. 

212. The Governor-General also referred to the right possessed by the Bri- 
tish Government of investigating and arbitrating ail such claims and demands, 
on the part of the Vizier and his Aumils, as the British troops may be 
required to support, and adverted to the letters from the Vice-President in 
favour of Moonshee Alee Nuckce Khan and lloosein Alee Khan. 


218. His Lordship also judged it necessary to enter into some detail of dis- 
cussion respecting the Vizier’s unwarrantable encroachments on the guaranteed 
rights of her Highness the Bhow Begum, with a view to demonstrate the 
injustice of his Excellency’s proceedings, and to manifest the determination 
of this Government to fulfil the obligation of its guarantee on that and on every 
future occasion ; and finally, his Lordship animadverted on the failure of every 
effort of remonstrance on the part of the Resident to produce even a mitigation 
of the distresses to which her Highness bhums-oon-Nissa Begum is subjected by 
the rigour of his Excellency’s measures. 


214, An English copy of the Governor-General’s letter was transmitted to 
the Resident at Lucknow, for his information and guidance. ^ The tenor of 
that document, and the intimate knowledge possessed by the Resident of every 
subject to which it related, precluded the necessity of any other instruction 
beyond an intimation desiring him, as opportunity might offer and occasions 
require, to resume, and endeavour to bring to a satisfactory conclusion, the 
numerous depending questions between the two Governments, regulating his 
representations to the Vizier by the spirit of his Lordship’s letter. 

215. Tlic letter addressed to Major Baillie on this occasion, is recorded on 

the Consultation above noted.t „ ^ 

' 216. On 


* Consultationb, 8th May 1812, vide page 283. t 
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Si& OiitfaeGoasuiItation of the anpexed date i9recorde4*&fiu^l>jei' despatch 
from tim Rewdeat at Lucknow relative to the superiatendetice of the khoord 
miidU ; ' iiit as the subject of it did not in any way affect the resolutions 
whijc^ a^e kadi previously adopted* it is unnecessary to abstract its contents. 

217. The reply written by our directions is recorded on the same Consulta* 
tion.t 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
Dated the Stfi^eptember 1812. 


Letter fr^, dated 9th May 1810, Having perused the voluminous correspondence 

lf;S\o re£SS8 paragraphs, and in your subsequent 

J despatches^ of the 26th August (paragraph 108) and 30th 
October 18i0 (paragraph 79 ), relative to the movements and operations dT the 
troops stationed in the aoininions of liis Excellency the Vizier, recently employed 
at his Excellency’s request in the reduction of several forts belonging ^ his 
rebellious Aumils and Zemindars, we have the satisfaction to observ^ that 
except in the attack made on the fort of Praiegpore, which occasioned tHe loss 
of two gallant young officers. Lieutenants Woolley and Dixon, besides several 
native officers and sepoys killed and wounded, this service, as far as it has pro- 
ceeded, has been accomplished without any material inconvenience. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 

Dated the iSth October 1812. 

Par. 252. In the one hundred and eighty-second and following paragraphs of 
our despatch of the iitii of June, we reported to your Honourable Court the 
communications we had directed the Resident at Lucknow to address to 

the Vizier, relative to robberies committed in the districts of Elahabad and 
Goruckporc by persons who found a refuge from the pursuit of justice in the 
ueiglibouring territories of his Excellency the Vizier, and that the Resident had, 
*in conformity to our orders, made frequent and urgent remonstrances on the 
subject to his Excellency. We now beg leave to call the attention of your 
Honourable Court to two despatches from Major Baillie recorded as per margin, § 
one enclosing translations of his correspondence with the Vizier on that subject 
and copiclis of instructions issued by him to the officer commanding the troop's at 
Purtaubgurh for the apprehension of a marauder called Kishen Sing, the second 
enclosing translations of a letter from the Vizier founded on the correspondence 
■ 0 ^ reported in the first, and Major Baillic's answer. 

253. Your Honourable Court will observe, that the Vizier, in his letter to the 
Resident last noticed, disputed the right of the British Government to ascertain 
the justice of the cause in which the services of the subsidiary troops might be 
required, aud the Resident successfully replied to that argument. 

254. Your Honourable Court will recollect, that the Governor-General, in 
his letter to the Vizier of the 8th of May last (an abstract of which was included 
in our despatch of the 11th of June), has asserted that right. We have not 
received the Vizier’s reply to that letter, but on its receipt we shall be enabled to 
judge what measures it may be advisable to pursue, with a view eirher to the 
efficient exercise of the right in question, or to the more fundamental object of a 
reform in the system of his Excellency’s administration. Major Baillie was 
therefore desired to continue to maintain it. 

255. Tlic 

* Consultations, 15th 'May 1812, vide page 287. f Vide page 290. 

t These despatches have not been inserted, as th^ merely refer to the correspondence 
recorded on the Consultations respecting the reduction oi the Vizier’s forts. 

§ Consultations 25th June 18 1 2, vide page 291. 


Political Letter 
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11 June Ibl2. 


Political Letter 
to Bengal, 

9 Sept. 1612. 


Political Letter 
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15 Oct 1 81 A 



796 


OUDE papers. 


Poiitical Letter 
from Bengali 
15 Oct. 1812. 


256. On the Consultation last noticed* are recorded two despatches from the 
Resident, enclosing translations of his correspondence with the Bhow Begum and 
the Vizier on the subject of the arrears ofstipend due to the families of the Na- 
waubs Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Junp brothers of the Bhow Begum, and pay 
able under an assignment on the lands formerly held by Mirza Jan, the adoptive 
son of A I mass Alee Khan, which after having been long withheld by the vizier 
had at last been discharged. 

257. The following are the circumstances of the above case. 

258. During the life of Almass Alee Khan and his brother, Rehmut Alee Khan, 
the stipends of the families of the late Nawaubs, Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung, 
were issued by the Vizier by assignments on the revenue of the districts which 
were farmed i)y those Aumils, and the same arrangement was continued while 
Miiza Jan, the adoptive son of Almass Alee Khan, was the farmer of the districts 
in question. On the removal and imprisonment of Mirza Jan, about two years 
ago, the stipends of some branches of those families fell into considerable arrear, 
and a balance of those stipends, amounting to Rupees 10,550, was still due by 
his Excellency the Vizier, who persisted in withholding the payment of this 
small sum, to the great distress of the claimants and vexation of her Highness the 
Bhow Begum, although he admitted that it was justly due, and recognized the 
title of the Resident, in conformily with ancient and established usage, to inter- 
cede in behall' of the claimants, as the near relations of the Begum. 

25£). The ground of the Vizier’s refusal to pay the balance at the request of 
the Resident, was iiis original assignment on the Aumil who had failed to pay 
the amount, but who hadheeii rendered incapable of discharging it by having 
been kept under close confinement and his property placed under attachment. 
Mirza Jan having been liberated from his confinement by the intercession of the 
Resident, paid the amount of the arrear, which was remitted to her Highness the 
Begum. Considerable delay, however, appeared likely to take place in the* 
adjustment of the Vizier’s demand on Mirza Jan. 

260. We concurred entirely in the justice of the arguments which the Resi- 
dent employed in his letters to the Vizier, with a view to demonstrati that his 
Excellency’s treasury was properly responsible for the arrears of stipend due 
to the families of the Bhow Begum’s brothers ; more e.specially, as by retaining 
the person of Mirza Jan in confinement and his property under attachment, 
the Vizier deprived him of the means of discharging the amount, and we 
informed the Resident that we entirely approved his interference and exertions 
in the afiair. 

261. On the proceedings which we have last quoted are recorded letters from 
the Resident enclosing copies and translations of bis correspondence with the 
Vizier; first, on the subject of a, complaint of a non-commissioned officer in 
the Company’s service of an act of outrage committed against his brother by 
aCutwal in his Excellency’s service; secondly, on the subject of a complaint 
preferretf through the British officer commanding at Byramghaut by a sepoy in 
the Company’s service, of gross maltreatment on the part of an officer of the 
Vizier’s government. For a detail of the circumstancesof these outrages, we 
beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to the documents in which they are 
reported. 

262. It appears to us that the violent and unjust proceedings of the Cutwal 
were wholly unwarrantable, and we instructed the Resident to insist on the 

reparation 


255. The Resident also very properly frustrat(;d an attempt of the Vizier to 
convert the alleged necessity for the employment of the British troops at Purr 
taubgurh for the apprehension of the robbers infesting the district of iPJababa^ 
into the means of placing those troops at the disposal of the Aumil for the pur- 
poses of oppressive coercion, by issuing guarded instructions on that occasion to 
the commanding offilcer at Purtaubgurh. 


Consultations^ 25th June. 
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PoHticiil Letter 
from Bengal,, 
15 Oct. 1818. 


S64. In 4he one hundred and eighty-sixth and following paragraphs of our 
letter of the 11th of June, we described the instructions which we had issued 
on the 8th of May to the Resident at Lucknow, for the guidance of his con- 
duct in the event of continued opposition on the part of the Vizier to the 
measures and arrangements suggested for the seizuie or destruction of the 
marauder Budjha Sing. 

265. The 'despatch from Major Baillie, recorded on the annexed date,* is 
in reply to those instructions. Major Baillie reported, that the Resident at 
Delhi had informed him that it was impracticable to detach a portion of 
Captain Skinner's irregular horse to aid in the pursuit of Budjha Sing (as autho- 
rized by us on the 8th of May), but that the zealous and active exertions of 
the detachment employed in the Vizier’s district of Mohumdie had superseded 
the peecssity of that measure. The Resident at the same time stated the satis- 
factory intelligence, that at a conference which he had with the Vizier, he had 
obtained the consent of his Excellency to the unconditional reappointment of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office of Nazir of the khoord muhl, as well as his 
Excellency's cheerful acquiescence in some important measures recommended 
by the Resident with reference to Budjha Sing, and the satisfactory adjustment 
of a few other subordinate points on which they had long differed in opinion, 
but that the remaining points of discussion between the two Governments 
remained in their former state. 

266. On the consultation noted in the margin f is recorded an extract from 
our proceedings in the Judicial Department, relative to a robbery committed in 
the month t)f March last in the district of Sarun by some banditti who found 
protectidi in the Vizier’s d's^nct of Baraitch. We deemed it proper to trans- 
mit a copy of that extract to the Resident at Lucknow, with directions strongly 
to urge to the Vizier the expediency of adopting effectual measures for the 
apprehension and punishment of the banditti, e.specially of their chiefs, and of 
instituting a proper enquiry into the conduct of the Zemindars by whom the 
marauders in question were stated to be protected. 

267. Major Baillie prepared a translation of the documents above-noticed for 
the consideration of the Vizier, and in his letter reporting his proceedings;}; 
suggested the expediency of detaching a portion of the Honourable Company’s 
troops from Secrora toAtrowla and Bulramporc, and seizing the persons of such 
marauders as might be found to reside in those districts, without any reference 
to the Vizier or to the local authority of the Aumil, as was done on a recent 
occasion, at the suggestion of the Magistrate of Elahabad, in the district of 
Purtaubgurh. 

268. On the subject of this suggestion, we addressed to the Resident the 
following remarks ; 

269. We observed, that his suggestion was expressed in terms which created 
a doubt in our mind with respect to the exact nature of it, as the measures 
actually adopted in the district of Purtaubgurh, to which Major Baillie referred 
as the measures which he proposed to be authorized on the occasion under 
notice did not seem to correspond with the description contained in his letter 
before us. Major Baillie proposed, that the British troops should be authorized 
to proceed to Atrowla and Bulrampore, and seize the persons of such marauders 
as might be fotfnd to reside in those districts, without reference to the Vizier 
or to the local authority of the Aumil : but in the case to which he referred, 
the orders issued by him to the commanding.officer at Purtaubgurh, direpting' 

Inm 

* Conmltationi, ith July, vide page 298. f ConBullations, 24ith July, 

t Coosultationi, 21 st August, vide page 300. 
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reparation of the wrong which the family of the non-commissioned officer had 
sufficed «t<tli«JniI>d8 of the Gutsral. 

2^1-, The.qaaminations of the complaint preferred by the sepoy, taken both 
before the Resident and the Vizier, fully established the justice m iL and the 
Resident was enjoined not to relax his endeavours to obtain redress.^ .'i 
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PoiUic^ l^etier f 99 receiving informtKtioa of RisliorB SiBg*t concoaHnent, either frcMB the 

,|iagistrate of the district of SSahahad or von die Vieier’t AmnS e# iW- 
^ ^ 'f ta9bgurh, to take the necessary, measures for the apprehension, of^^lliat 
'< marauder/y were communicated to the Vizier previously to thekr Wng 
dispatcheiA 

270. The mode of proceeding, therefore, adopted on that occasiop« cppld 
not be said to have been adopted without any reference to the Vizi^. |f, how- 
ever, Majot' Baillie's proposition was to be understood in a more limited sense, 
that is to say, if he intended as in the former case previously to apprize bis Excel- 
lency of the nature of the orders to be issued and to obtain bis consent, and if 
by the expression *' reference to the Vizier or bis Aumil,** he merely meant 
that after obtaining his Excellency’s general concurrence in the prc^osed 
measure the troops should be at liberty to proceed to the apprehension of the 
marauders on receiving intelligence of their concealment, without any additional 
relerepce or communication to the Vizier.or the Aumii, we apprized tne Resident 
po objection existed to that mode of proceeding, because the .only objection 
wpuld arise from the want of the Vizier’s consent, which was not supposed in 
the lattpr case. 

271. The foregoing instructions were issued to the Resident on the I7th 
August ; but a further consideration of the proposition contained in his des- 
patch last noticed, suggested to us the expediency of endeavouring to obtain 
the Vizier’s consent to a modified employment of the British troops stationed 
within his dominions, for the apprehension of robbers and criminals who found 
a refuge and asylum therein from the pursuit of justice. On the 21st August, 
therefore, we directed the Chief Secretary to address a letter to the Resident, 
which is recorded as per margin.* 

272. It was stated to Major Baillie, that adverting to the interest which, 
under the existing system of the Vizier’s Government, his Aumils and 
Zemindars had, in conniving at the depredations and protecting th^|^rsoDS of 
professional robbers, a material advantage would be gained 1 |y ouf possessing 
the liberty of employing our troops, in certain cases, for the apprehStlsion of 
such criminals, without previous reference to the Vizier or to the officers of the 
district in which they might be concealed. The Resident was informed* that 
the cases in which this employment of our troops was alone contemplated were, 
when the commanding-officer might receive authentic intellig 6 itce that an^ of 
the marauders whose seizure was desired were concealed at some place Within 
the distance of a rapid march from the station of tiie troops, and might have 
reason to believe that by the delay of a reference to the Vizier, or of appli- 
cation to the Aumii or Zemindar of the district, or even of the latter’s know- 
ledge that auch movement was intended, the opporUinUy of effecting the seizure 
would be lost, or would be defeated. 

273. Strong objections, however, oppose the measure of authorizing such a 
system of proceeding without the Vizier’s consent y for, although it is true, that 
without sucli consent that system might be rendered necessary, and might finally 
be justified by provocations even of a negative kind, such as the refusal or^ the 
neglect of the Vizier to afford the assistance which we have a right to require 
against rebels and plunderers who take shelter in his territories, yet to redress 
ourselves at our own hands in the manner above stated, would be a measure 
of at least modified hostility, and would throw a degree of perplexity npoii the 
nature of our relations with Oude, in regard to the change which such a state 
of afifeirs might be supposed to operate upon them, as might create wiconve- 
nience and embarrassment of various kinds : besides, it would be desii^bie to 
avoid any act which would afford to the Vizier even a plausible ground 
plaining of a breach of treaty, as the movement of troops, and any opeiition 
executed by them without reference to him, for purposes of on* own, would 
probably do. 

274. For these reasons, we informed the Resident that we were not prepared 
to authorize the employment of our troops in the manner suggested by bun, 
without a reference to the Vizier, and without a gepefsd, if not a specific con- 


* Consultations^ 21st August, vide page 803. 
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dqhK <10 1h 8 parit We tiierafore desired die Resident toraqued* and enddtvour ^'**^*^ 

l|K<dltiiin» lm*V^inief*a eonaent to such orders for the radden intfch of detach* 

ni(i8lil» in- the caaes only of the emerMnoies we had deseribed» being issued to 

the oMffen fo cornmaed at the frontier stations within his Eircelienc^s domi. 
nions, and to make the application for this general sanction, without ^ciiying 
perdcular case for which that power might be desired, but upon the general 
i|Ud well-established ground, that such occasions for the immediate emj^ynMnt 
troops might and actually do arise, and that without the power requested, it 
must occasionally happen that the ^ject which might otherwise be obtdh^d 
must be defeated. 


friS* Lastly, we observed to the Resident, that as the Viaier had repeatedly 
and solemnly declared his solicitude for the seizure of the marauders who infest 
our territories, by means of the refuge which they found in his own, he could 
not, consistently with these declarations, withhold his consent to the proposed 
measure, unless be could disprove the exigency on which the application was 
founded, or unless he should maintain the probability of our availing ourselves 
of the solicited privilege, in a manner to disturb the tranquillity of his country 
and to subvert theautnority of his Government in^he districts where that pn«> 
vilege might be exercised, a supposition which, under the specified circum- 
stances and restrictions, he would not be warranted to assume, and which the 
Resident would of course be prepared to combat. 


879. The despatch from the Resident recorded on the Consultations noted in 
the mai^in,* contains copies of his correspondence with the Magistrate of £Ia- 
habad on the subject of the latter’s suggestion, that a small detachment from 
the troops at Purtaubgurh should be stationed in the principal haunts of the 
marauders who have recent^ infested the frontier of the district of Elahabad. 


877. Concurring entirely in the Resident’s opinion of the expediency of the 
measure suggested by Mr. Fortescue, we directed, the Resident to point out to 
the Vizier tlie advantages to be expected from that measure, and to request his 
Excellency’s consent to its adoption. 

278. We remarked to Major Baillie the similarity of this arrangement to that 
which, in our instructions of the 21st of August, he had been directed to submit 
for the sanction of the Vizier, and observed, that the latter would include the 
former, excepting so far as i elated to the previous march of a detachment to the 
vicinity of the haunts of the marauders for the purpose of being in readiness to 
effect the seizure of them. Although, therefore, the general permission suggested 
in the former instructions should have been obtained on the Resident’s receipt of 
our reply to his despatch before us, we still stated the necessity of his obtaining 
the Vizier’s specific sanction to the arrangement proposed in the district of 
Purtaubgurh. 

879. Your Honourable Court will find recorded on the annexed datef a 
despatch from the Resident, in continuation of his letter referred to in the two 
hundred and sixty-seventh paragraph of this address, relative to the banditti 
Who find refuge in the province of Baraitcb, and enclosing copies and translations 
of the Vizier’s reply to his communication on that subject, with further corres- 
pondence which had taken place with his Excellency connected with it. 

•* 

880. The Vizier having, at the recommendation of the Resident, consented 
to a^pt, with regard to the robbers of Baraitcb, the same measures that he had 
hem persuaded to adopt with regard to Budjha Sing, Major Baillie stated that 
the suggestion contained in bis former despatch was superseded, and that if a 
sintifar Coiutse of proceeding were pursued with respect to the marauders who 
hitd Xately infested the district oi Elahabad, and who found refuge in that of 
Purtauhgurb, it^might equally supersede the necessity of tbq^easure proposed by 
the Ma^trafe of the former district, and referred for the orders of Oovemfotbt, 
as opticed in the two liundred and seventy-second paragraph of this despati^l 

881. It 


* Consultations, 2Stli August, vide page SOS. 
f Consultations, lldi September, videptgeSOS. 
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Political Letter Il;;vira 8 .«atisfactory>to.u 8 't 0 Imn, that the Vkkr hadtijeen prevaiieci upon 

iMue the.proclamatiMi.and orders proposed by Major jBailiie <translatipi|^oif 
^ ' ' which are eociosed in his despatch) ; and we signified ' our concurrence in bis 

o!||Uhicn of the expediency ojf issuing the same in the district of Purtaubguth, 
with a view to the apprehension of. the 'marauders who had been in the habit of 
infesting the district of Eiahabad, and desired him to make the necessary appii^ 
cation to the Vizier on the subject. We Irft it to the discretion of the Ilesideat 
to decide whether or not the adoption of these measures should supersede the 
proposition of the Magistrate of Elahabad above described. 

282. We stated, however, to Major Baillie, that it did not appear to us that 
the more general arrangement suggested in our instructions of the Slst 
August need be .suspended, in consequence of the measures which the Vizier 
haef consented to adopt in the district of Baraitch, although Major Baillie was 
at liberty to suspend the prescribed proposition if he should judge it expedient 
so to do, submitting the grounds of his determination for our consideration. 

283. At our last meeting of Council gn the 2d instant, a despatch from the 
Resident was laid before us, in reply to our instructions of the 21 st and 28th 
August, referred to in the priceiling paragraphs ; from which it appears that, at 
a personal conference with the Vizier ou the 12th ultimo, the Resident pointed 
out to his Excellency the essential benefits to derived by both States from the 
arrangement suggested by us, and described in a letter from the Resident to the 
Vizier, the draft of which the Resident submitted to the Vizier on that occasion. 
The Vizier desired* that the letter might be sent to him immediately, and pro- 
mised to pay due attention to its contents, and to the further remarks on the 
subject of it which the Resident advanced at the conference. 

284. Major Baillie stated it as his opinion, that his Excellency would readily 
concur in the measure of stationing a portion of our troops on the frontier of the 
district of Purtaubgurh, but that his Excellency would make many objections to the 
other part of the proposed arrangement, viz a general licence to the coramanding- 
oflicer of our troops for the seizure of marauders in his dominions, without 
previous application, on every occasion, to himself. 

285. In the two hundred and fifth and two hundred and sixth paragraphs of our 
letter of the 1 1th June, we adverted to the oppression exercised by the Vizier 
over his sister-in-law, Shums-oon-Ni.ssa Begum, and to the resolution expressed 
by the Begum to quit Lucknow and retire to her jagier in the event of her not 
obtaining redress. 

285. The despatch from the Resident recorded on the annexed date,* reports 
the actual retreat of the Begum to her jagier, and her declaied intention of 
remaining there but for a short time, and then proceeding to the Presidency, or 
to some intermediate station in the Honourable Company’s territories wliere her 
residence may hereafter be fixed. 

287. Tlie Resident stated, that the Vizier did not appear to be much cdticerned 
at the Begum’s departure from Lucknow, probably from a conscioiisnesi that his 
own ungenerous conduct was the only original inducement to that measure ; and 
observed, that a timely change of conduct on the part of the Vizier, incompliance 
with the earnest and repeated advice of the British Government and its repre- 
sentative, would have sufliced to prevent her Highness from executing her 
design. The Resident added a suggestion, that the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa, 
might be permitted to take up her residence in one of the principal cities in the 
Company’s dominions. ' 

288. Wc intimated to Major Baillie, that if, as appeared to be the base, all 
hope of a reconciliation between the Vizier and the Beffum were extinguished, 
we should concur iiWiis suggestion that her Highness should be permitted to 
reside at some one oF the cities in the Company's territories, and stated our 
opinion that Patna would be the most convenient.' Under that arrangement, it 
would remain to make the necessary arrangements for her subsistendfe, which we 

were 

. i 

^ Consultations, 11th Septmber, vide page 810. 
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were of ctivme desirous to render, as far as tnight t* practicable, agr^abte to 
her wishes. ^ 

589, la the year 1802, the late Resident at Lucknow, Colonet Scott, trans- 
mitted an earnest application from the Begum for permission to proceed to 
Kerbullaw } and she at that time proposed, that the collections from b^r jagier 
should be made from her own servants, subject to the authority anil gdlpance, 
or in other words under the guarantee of the British Government, ahd that 
after paying such salaries as she should appoint, the balance should be remitted 
to her monthly or annually through our officers. The Begum also proposed, 
that the provisions provided for her use from the Vizier’s kitchen should 
be commuted for an annual payment in money, and the amount be remitted 
to her. 

590. The whole of the Begum’s requests were complied with, but her relin. 

quishment of her design precluded the agitation of the question with the 
Vizier. j 

.291. A similar arrangement, on the present occasion, appeared to us to be 
qnobjectionable : but in communicating this opinion to the Besident, we 
observed that the consent of the Vizier would be necessary, and that his Excel- 
lency Would probably be disinclined to admit the intervention of the proposed 
guarantee. 

292. It occurred to us, however, a preferable arrangement would be to com- 
mute the jagier for a stipend equal to its produce, the Vizier paying the amount 
regularly into the Resident’s treasury, and the collector of the station at which 
the Begum might reside paying the same to her by fixed instalments from his. 
To this arrangement the Begum might object ; but we observed to the Resi- 
dent, that he would not perhaps find it difficult to overcome her objections. 
We authorized the Resident, however, to adjust the mode of providing for tlie 
Begum^s subsistence in either way, according to his discretion, expressing our 
preference of the second suggested arrangement. 

^93. It being in our judgnaent by no means advisable, nor under the resolu- 
«WI adopted for any purpose necessary, that the Begum should proceed, as she 
appeared to have intended, to the Presidency, we desired the Resident, if she 
should still entertain that .design, to dissuade her from carrying it into effect. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LET'J'ER /row BENGAL, 

Dated the 1.5/Zf June 1813. 

Para. 288. In the two hundred and eighty-fiiird paragraph of our addres.s 
to your Honourable Court of the 1.0th of October last, we referred to a des- 
patch from the Resident at Lucknow on the subject of the arrangement which 
we had directed him to propose to the Vizier for the suppression of gang-rob- 
bery on our frontier districts, by banditti who found refuge within his Excel- 
lency’s dominions. 

^ « 

289. On the Consultations of the date inserted in the margin,* your Honour- 
able Court will find a continuation of the subject of the despatch above 
referred to, enclosing copies and translations of a further correspondence with 
the Vizier relating to the mode which had been suggested to his Excellency of 
employing detachments of the British troops stationed in his Excellency’s 
country for the apprehension of those banditti, and reporting the seizure of 
four of the principal offenders who were secreted in the district of Baraitch, 
and of the apprehension of Lootf Alee Khan, the Zemindar of Atrowla, the 
chief protector and abettor of the marauders. 

290. We 

* Consultations, 23d October, vide page 31*. 
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roliticul Letter 
15 June ills. 


S90. We signified to the Rerident our entire approbation of the answer which 
he retimed to the Vizier’s futile otgectiohs and dSs^ntented remarks ^ntained 
in hk letter to the Resident, the tenor of some ot which appeared to call for 
some more special notice on our phrt. We observed, that the Vizier, in object- 
ing to the employment of our troops for the apprehension of robbers and ban- 
ditti, who acquire the means of committing depredation and murdet within the 
British territories by the asylum affordetl to them in his Excellency’s country, 
had entirely lost sight of the positive obligation imposed on bis Government, and 
of his disinclination or inability to fulfil that obligation. The measure in ques- 
tion, it was remarked, was proposed solely in consequence of the experienced 
inefocacy of reiterated applications for the due exertion of his Excellency’s 
authority in effecting the apprehension or expulsion of the marauders; and the 
observations containedin the Secretary’s letter of 8th May last, of which the 
substance is stated in the one hundred and eighty-eighth and following para- 
graphs of our despatch from this department of 11th .Tune 181S, had demon- 
strated, that in applying for his Excellency’s consent to the arrangement 
described in the Secretary’s letter of 11th August following, this Government 
had fallen far short of the exercise of its undoubted rights. It was, moreover, 
we observed, a subject of just offence to tlic British Government, that the Vizier 
had withheld his consent, not on the groun<l of a real or even professed resolution 
to supersede the necessity of the proposed arrangement, by the due exertion of 
hii, authority over his own officers, but on the plea, or rather the unfounded 
imputation, of a declared design on our part to refuse the aid of our troops in the 
execution of the services prescribed by the stipulations of existing engagements, 
and of our declining to employ a military force for the coercion of debtors and' 
defaulters, uhich lormed no part of the obligations imposed on the Britisll' 
Government by those engagements. 

291. We accordingly deemed it necessary to desire the Resident to explain to 
the Vizier the principles described in the Secretary’s letter of the 8th May last 
above referred to, intimating to his Excellency, at the same time, that in the 
event of his Excellency's continuing to manifest his aversion to concur in the 
prosecution of effectual measures for the redrtSs of the grievous evils of' which 
we had so long and so justly complained, the British Government would Ijks 
compelled to pursue the steps best calculated for the attainment of that object, 
without reference to his Excellency’s authority. Our instructions to the Uesi- 
<lent of 23d October last, of which the substance has now been stated, will bfr 
found recouled as per margin.* 

292. On the proceedings of the annexed datef are recorded two despatches 
from the Resident, in continuation of tlie subject of the arrangeraeut above 
<idverte<! to, for the apprehension ot the banditti from the Vizier’s countr}', and 
for the traiuiuiility of the Company’s frontier in the district of Eluhabad, and 
I eporting the seizure of one of tlie principal marauders. . In the latter of these 
two despatches the Resident stated that he had made the communication to the 
Vizier prescribed by our instructions of 23tl October, and expressed his belief 
that it bail made a due impression on his Excellency’s mind, and would be 
attended with the most beneficial effects. 

293. In a subsequent despatch, recorded as per margin, j; the Resident trans- 
mitted a copy and translation of a letter from the Vizier, in reply to the commu- 
nications al^ve adverted to, respecting the mode of employing detachments of 
our troops in his Excellency’s territory, and reported the subterfuges of his 
Excellency with a view to prevent the due effect of the measures which had 
been adopted. On this occasion the Resident observed, that his disappointment 
in the hope of apprehending a noted marauder and his associate^^ through the 
exertions of his Excellency’s Aumils, had been aggravated in a peculiar degree by 
ti.e tenor of his Excellency’s reply to the communications which bad been made 
by him to his Excellency of our orders, in which his Excellency had manifested 
a continued disposition to oppose the just and necessary arrangement proposed, 

under 

# ConmltatioM, ‘Z3<1 October, vide page 317. f Coniultations, IStli January, vide page. 3‘?3. 
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under tbb flimsy dUguise of a declared solicitude, combined wjth’an ineftectual i’oiitfc^i-^Ker 
urbposhion for the accomplishment of the object in view, by means which had irjime liii 
been repeatedly tried and uniformly proved unavailing. — 

294. On a perusal of the Vieier’s letter to i^fajor Baillie, above adverted to, 
your Honourable Court will observe, that the conditions which tim.* Vizier 
thought proper to annex to his conjtent for the employment of our.tr<»ps 
stationed in his territory for the service in question, demonstrate eitl\etr the 
absence of any cordial desire on his Excellency’s part to cc>operate with the 
British Government in repressing so great an evil and depriving the offenders pf 
the shelter and support whicHf they find in his territories, or some unwarranted 
and offensive suspicion and jealousy respecting the object which this Govern- 
ment might have in view in the proposed plan. The almost invariable failure of 
every attempt to secure offenders in which his Excellency’s officers have liad 
any share, left no room to hope that they could be more successful in future ; 
and in insisting on a mode of proceeding, of the inefficacy of which experience 
had afforded the strongest proof, it will be obvious to your Honourable Court 
that his Excellency’s conduct could be ascribed to no motive consistent with 
friendship or sincerity. 

295. Under a deliberate conviction, tlierefore, of the truth of this propo- 
sition, we considered it to be our duty, after one more attempt to obtain his 
Excellency’s co-operation, to resort to the only means which remained to secure 
the territory and subjet^ts of the Honourable Company from the evils to which 
they continued to be exposed by the weakness, treachery, and corruption of 
the Vizier’s officers, namely, by the employment of the troops stationed within 
his Excellency’s dominions, as often as occasions for employing them on 
this species of service should arise, without reference to his Excellency's 
authority. 

S9f>’ We accordingly informed the Resident* of our resolution to authorize 
the officers commanding Pv/sts and detachments in Oude, on the receipt of an 
appiic^ion either fro«n Major Baillie or from the Magistrates of the neigh- 
bouring districts, accompanied by certain information of tJic hiding-places of 
public offenders, to detach the troops under their command for tlic appro- 
iiension of the persons pointed out, without any communication with the 
officers of the local Government. It was judged proper, however, to limit this 
authority to cases in which the information should be piecise ami authentic, 
as any such movements of the troops on uncertain grounds would afford some 
countenance to those objections, raised by the Vizier, which were so entirely 
destitute of force ami plausibility. 

297. With the limitation above specified, wc desired the Resident to furnish 
the commanding-officers with authority and instructions to the foregoing 
effect, and to make the necessary communication to the Magistrates ol the 
adjoining districts in the Company’s territory. 

298. As it was on all accounts, however, desirable that the mcasuie which 
we had now determined on should be taken in concert with the Vizier, we inti- 
mated to the Resident that it would be proper for him, previously to issuing the 
instructions in question, to apprize his Excellency of the orders which he had 
received, and to make another attempt to obtain his assent to the arrangement, » 
and bis cordial co-operation in carrying it into effect. On this occasion we sug- 
gested to the Resident the propriety of recalling the attention of his Excellency 
to the former representations which had been conveyed tr) him, of the modera- 
tion which we had observed in the exercise of our unquestionable rights, whiclji 
not only entitled us to employ the force within his country for the apprehension, 
of robbers, but under the many ineffectual applications to his Excellency for tbM 
purpose, to march troops across the frontier in order to effect it. We funushed 
the Resident with another argument, not inappropriate to the present purpose, 
namely, the contrast between bis Excellency’s conduct and that of other States 

in. 


♦ CcnsuItntJons, 29 th January. 
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p^ti<^Let|ei in aUiaoce Of friendship pn aiipUar occ^aQns; and Pwticuktlv 

ftem aRitded to the cordial and effectnal co-pperation afjfordfjd by the GovernS^i of 

' ’ the Nizam, for the purpwe pf api^ing; or destroying marauders who plunder our 
territory and find refuge in the dominions of his Highness. The recent proceed- 
ings of Scindiah’s Government, also, in the apprehension of the banditti who 
attacked Mr. Halhed, as will be noticed more particularly in a subsequent part 
of this despatch, afforded another subject of representation to the Vizier, whose 
much more intimate connection and intercourse with the British Government, we 
observed, would naturally liave led to the expectation of a very* different result 
of any comparison between his conduct and that of other princes. 

S99. If his Excellency should continue to refuse or <?Kade compliance with 
our just expectations, we instructed the Resident to proceed, without further 
delay, to carry into effect the orders which he had received. 

300. On the Consultations of the annexed date is recorded* a despatch from 
the Resident in reply to our instructions of the 29 th January, above referred to, 
reporting the successful result of his efforts to obtain the acquiescence of the 
Vizier in the indispensable measure of authorizing the employment of British 
troops, on the requisition of the Magistrates of contiguous districts, for the 
seizure of public offenders, 

301. Tardy and reluctant as the Vizier’s consent has been, it has afforded us 
satisfaction, that the measure has been effected in apparent concurrence with his 
Excellency, instead of being promulgated as the act of this Government, inde- 
pendently of the authority of the Vizier, thus exhibiting to the public a marked 
disagreement between the British Government and his Excellency on a question 
of primary importance. 

302. With respect to the principal condition annexeil by his Excellency to 
his concurrence in the arrangement, namely, that ho should be previously fur- 
nished by the Magistrate of the contiguous districts, thiough the Resident at 
his Court, with a general list of the deliii(|uents who aie supposed to have found 
refuge in his territory, and whose apprehension may hereafter become thefubject 
of a requisition for the employment of our tioops, on the place of their conceal- 
ment being ascertained, your Honourable Court vvill observe, that the condition 
in question is not likely to affect the efficacy of the measures to be pursued. 

303. Thus has one of the most vexatious and embarrassing of the subjects 
of contention between this Govcinmcut and his Excellency the Vizier been 
removed ; and to the judgment, spirit, and firmness with which the Resident 
executed our instructions, is to be attnbuted the satisfactory accomplishment ot 
this most desirable arrangement. 

304. For the detail of the instructions issued by the Resident to the com- 
manding officers of the troops, and the corunuinications to the Magistrates in 
consequence of the conclusion of the arrangement above dcsciibed, the tenor 
of which has been entirely appioved by ns, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable Court to the enclosures in the Resident’s despatch already noticed.j 

305. On the proceedings of the annexed date;j; is recorded a despatch from 
the Resident in continuation of the subject of his despatch last adverted to, 
transmitting copies of letters from the Magistrate of Elahabad and the com- 
manding-officers of the troops at Sultanpore and Purtaubgurli, in reply to 
his communications and instructions noticed in the preceding paragraph. The 
circumstances stated in one of those letters (Colonel Frith’s), of the deplorable 
state of the wretched inhabitants of some villages in one of the Vizier’s district*, 
as reported by the officer who had been detached there for the apprehension ot 
some offenders, although neither new nor surprising, the Resident remarks, and 

* such 


* ComuUations, 5th March, vide page 386. t Consuitationt, 6th March, vide page 867. 
X Consultations, 19th March, vide page 382. 
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such as have been frequently submitted by him to the Vizier in the course of his P-^liiical Letter 
correspondence on the subject of reform, exhibit such a picture of the nusery and 

oppression which prevail in his Excellency’s country, as to afford a striking proof ' ‘ 

of the manifest justice and necessity of the measures which we have so urgently 
recommended to the Vizier for the improvement of the administration of his 
dominions, and which will form the subject of a separate* despatch to your 
Honourable Court from this department. 

S06. The despatch from the Resident recorded on the proceedings of the 
26th ultimo* contains the report of the conference which the Resident held with 
the Vizier previously to obtaining his Excellency’s consent to the arrangement 
for the employment of our troops in the apprehension of banditti in his Excel- 
lency's territories, but was not received until after the despatch of our instruc- 
tions of the Spth January, although the general tenor and result is stated in the 
Resident’s previous despatches. We beg leave to attract the particular attention 
of your Honourable Court to that despatch, as exhibiting in the amplest manner 
the unhappy disposition of his Excellency’s mind, the cliaracter and grounds of 
his resistance to every proposal, the most simple, unobjectionable, and salutary, 
which this Government may have occasion to suggest to him, and the extraor- 
dinary difficulties which oppose the successful conduct of the duties of the 
British representative at his Excellency’s Court. We have no doubt that the 
perusal of that document, which embraces the discussion of a variety of argu- 
ments with his Excellency on the subject of the negotiation iu question, will 
impress your Honourable Court with a high sense of the address and ability with 
which the conference was conducted on the part of Major Baillic. 

511. On the proceedings of the date noteil in the margint is recorded a des- 
patch from Major Baillic, reporting his proceedings relative to a person named 
Hyder Bukhsh, a dependant of the late Aliuass Alee Khan and a native of 
Corah in the Ceded Provinces, who had for a considerable term of years during 
the life of Alntass held an office under that person’s authority in the service of 
the Vizier. His Excellency now objected to his departing from Lucknow' 
according to his intculicj, charging him with having embezzled apart of Almass’s 
w'^alth, wliich, on that person’s death, ought to have become the property of the 
Vizier. * 

312. The Resident, aware tiiat this statement was groundless, the Vizier 
having, through the agency of the Resident, given an acquittance in full to 
IlydtT Bukhsh iu cominou with all Almass’s servants, and believing that Ilydcr 
Bukhsh’s detention had no other object than to gratify the caprice and tyranny 
of the Vizier, and being of opinion that, as a dependant of Alniass, Hydei 
Bukhsh was entitled to the protection of the Biitisli (Tovernment, the Resident 
warmly espoused his cause, and finding the Vizier determined to prevent him 
from leavitif^ Lucknow', Major Baillic, after several inefilectual attempts to obtain 
his consent, resolved to sanction the departure of liyder Bukhsh of his own 
authority, and to afford him the protection of an escort of British sepoys, to 
prevent him from being molested by any of his Excellency’s officers in the case 
uf tiieir attem()ting to detain him, and of his Excellency’s persisting in his refusal 
■ to grant a jiassport to ilyder Bukhsh, corresponding wnili that which he had 
previously obtained under the seal of the Governor-General, to proceed to 
Calcutta. 

31.3. For a detailed statement of the grounds on which the Resident conceived 
tliat he was justified in adopting the resolution above stated, we beg leave to 
refer your Honourable Court tq. the Resident’s despatch referred to in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. It appears by a letter from the Resident recorded as per 
niargin,'|. that his Excellency finally consented to the departure of Ilyder Bukhsh 
in the manner described in that despatch. We sliall have the honour of stating 
our sentiment^ on this transaction to your Honourable Court in a subsequent 
part of this address, the affair in question being connected with the consider- 
ation 

*' Consultations, 26tli March, vide page 385. f Consultations, 22d January. 

i: Consultations, 19th Februarj'. 
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ation af a subject which we shall now proceed to bring under the notice of 
Honourable Court. 

314. On the proceedings noted ii^ the margin* is recorded a letter from the 
Resilient, enclosing the translation of one addressed by his Excellency the Vizifejr 
to the Governur^eneral, exhibiting a formal charge agait^t the Resident of 
intemperate and disrespectful language and conduct towards his Excellency, con* 
eluding by the expression of bis Excellency’s desire to proceed on his long-talked- 
of pilgrimage. The Resident accompanied the transinisiion of that extraordinary 
documeot with some remarks on the subject of it, and with the translation of a 
statement which he addiessed and submitted to the Vizier on the receipt of his 
Excellency’s letter to the Governor-General. 

315. The Resident prefaced his observations on the charges exhibited against 
him, by stating that it could not be a matter of surprise that the nature of the 
negotiations ai^ discussions which had arisen at the Court of Lucknow during 
the last two years should have excited the resentment of the Vizier against the 
immediate organ of communication with his Excellency, and the agent for the 
accomplishment of our just views; yet that a formal and serious complaint, of 
the nature of that whicii w'as now brought forward, was as unexpected on his 
pait as the object of his Excellency’s letter, and the principal circumstances 
which were stated in it, would probably appear to us to be evasive and destitute 
of solid foundation. 

3lC. In the statement addressed to the Vizier, for which we beg leave to refer 
your Honourable Court to the proceedings noted in the margin,! Raillie 

has adverted specifically to every point stated in the Vizier’s letter to the 
Governor-General ; and as it appears to us, with one exception, successfully 
vindicated himself from the charge alleged against him by his Excellency. Major 
Uailiie stated the purpose of presenting the statement to the Vizier to be to enable 
him to reply to it, if the contents should suggest to him an answer to what he 
had stated in refutation of his Excellency’s accusation. 

SIT- A few days after the receipt of the Resident’s despatch above adverted 
to,t we received a further despatch in continuation of the first, transmitting a 
tiauslation of a letter which he had received from the Vizier in answer to the 
statement submitted by him to his Excellency, and of his further reply to that 
letter. On this occasion the Resident stated that it had been his original inten- 
tion to abstain fiom further correspondence with the Vizier on the subject of 
his letter to the Governor- General, and after submitting a copy of the Vizier’s 
answer to his statement, with such remarks as the tenor might have suggested 
to him, for our decision, to await the comntunication of that decision to liis Ex- 
cellency diiectl}', or to himsell^ before he should address him again on any sub- 
ject whatever, unless it were of a nature so urgent as could not with propriety be 
postponed until he should receive our instructions. Such an urgency, the Resi- 
dent stated, had in his opinion actually arisen, with reference to the general 
tenor and tl»e manner of the Vizier’s letter to his address, and particularly tosome 
of the iloctiincs laid down in that letter, which seemed to the Resident’s judg- 
ment 80 novel and extraordinary, that he could not, consistently with his sense 
of duty, refrain from submitting to his Excellency his sentiments on the nature 
of the degradation which he had thus attempted to impose ou tlie high official 
station of the representative of the liritish Government at his Excellency’s 
Court. 

318. Your Honourable Court will observe, on a perusal of the Resident’s 
despatch last adverted to, which contains a co{^ of the answer which the Resi- 
dent had returned to the Vizier’s letter, that the circumstance of degradation, to 
which the Resident alluded, was the exceptionable manner of writing which tlie 
Resident stated that the Vizier began to adopt id the latter years of the Residency 
of the late Colonel Scott, and had gradually brought to a pitch, in the Resident’s 
judgment, highly offensive. After stating the causes and motives ot die omis- 
sion, 

* Consultations, 22«I Jawuary, vide page 328. f Consultadons, 22d January, vide page 330. 
t Consultations, 23d January, vide page 888. 
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sion,v dtf the part of Iiis predecessors and also of hilnself, toMiOtice the conduct of t’oiiooii Letter 
the Vizier in this respect at an earlier period, whldi tad Uws afforded an oppur* 
tipity to the Vizier, not only to persist in and to aggravate his own exceptionable ' 
style, but to be the first to complain, however groundlessly, of a want of respect 
on the part of the Resident, Major Baillie stated bis intention to transmit to the 
Persian Department copies of a number of letters from the late Nawaub Asuf- 
ood-Dowlah to Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, of letters from those gentlemttito the 
late Nawaub, with copies of a number' of letters from the present Vizier to Mr. 

^(nsden and Colonel Scott, and from them to his Excellency ; a comparison of 
the style and manner of which with those of his Excellency’s recent letters to 
himself, would enable the Persian Secretary to report on the general accuracy 
of the Resident's remarks on that subject. On the receipt of that report, the 
Resident stated that it would remain for us to decide whether the present forms 
of correspondeoce adopted by his Excellency towards the British rej)rcsentative 
at his Court, and the submissive and derogatory style which his Excellency 
required to be continued on the part of that officer, or the less exceptionable 
■practice of former times and of the early part of his Excellency’s Government, 
should be resumed and established for the future. 

319 . Tlie Resident having accordingly transmitted the documents* mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph to the Persian Secretary, that officer was directed to 
prepare a report on the subject, to which we shall have the honour to call the 
attentiowof your Honourable Court in the sequel. 

320. In the meantime we directed the Secretary to address a letter to the 
Resident, containing our sentiments on the charges of disrespectful and intem- 
perate language and conduct which his Excellency the Vizier had preferred 
against him, and stating our resolutions, with respect to the other subjects intro- 
duced by the Vizier in the same letter, namely, the renewal of his desire to 
travel. 

321. We shall briefly state our sentiments in this place regarding the nature 
of the charges exhibited igainst the Resident, referring your Honourable Court 
for the detailed expression of our sentiments to our Secretary’s letter to Major 
Baillie, recorded on the Consultations of the annexed datc.f 

322. The extraordinary and groundless accusation in question appeared to 
us to require the decisive interference of Government, in order to vindicate the 
official conduct and proceedings of the Resident, to uphold and strengthen the 
influence of his representative character, and to counteract the evident design 
of the Vizier in framing the letter to the Governor-General’s address, viz. to 
deter the Government from persevering in the prosecution of the objects which 
have formed the topics of the Resident’s recent discussions with his Excellency, 
by accusations against its representative at his Excellency’s Court, and by renew- 
ing the subject of his travels. 

823. We were accordingly prepared to address a letter to the Vizier calculated 
to effect the important object above stated, when the receipt of the Resident’s 
second despatch, noticed in the tiiree hundred and seventeenth paragraph of 
this letter, enclosing the continuation of his correspondence with his Excellency, 
appeared to us to render it advisable to take the new and higher ground which 
we should be enabled to assume, by the discovery of the improper and indecorous 
style in which the Vizier himself had of late been accustomed to indulge in his 
correspondence with the British Resident. 

32'li. It became necessary, therefore, to suspend the preparation of* an 
answer to his Excellency’s letter, under the different view which we had taken 
of the question, in consequence of the receipt of the Resident’s last despatch, 
until a particnlar report should be received from the Persian Secretary, founded 
on the communications from the Resident to that officer, and on the materials 
which the records of his office would supply, of the several changes which had 
occurred in the manner of conducting the correspondence between the Vizier 

and 

* CoiuuItatioRs, 5th March, vide page 371. t Consultations, 22d January, vide page 346. 
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1 % terms of respect which 'vrere formerly observed, both by the present 

’ ‘ _1L. ‘ ■ Vizier and his predecessor, and the njsture and extent of those deviations fr^ 
the proper style of address. Such a report was necessary to form the foun^. 
tion of a grave and official remonstrance with the Vizier on the stibject } and of 
a requisition, in the name of the Governor-Geperal, that his Excellency would 
revert to that correct and decorous mode of conducting his correspondence 
with the British Resident, from which he ought never to have departed. 

825. We directed the Secretary, in his letter before referred to, to signify ID 
the Resident that we did not consider it necessary to enter into a particolhr and 
minute examination of the several charges of intemperate and di^iespectful 
language and conduct brought against him by the Vizier, which jjiad been in 
general successfully refuted in his letter to the Vizier; the only exception to 
this remark being the case of Hyder Bukhsh, to which we have adverted in a 
preceding paragraph of this address. ^ 

32C. With respect to Hyder Bukhsh’s case we observed, ^hat it involved the 
very delicate question of the degree in which our interference with the Vizier 
in favour of persons of that class could properly be exei^ised ; and as our view 
of it differed materially from that which had been take*n of it by the Resident, 
we entered at some length into a consideration of the whole transaction. We 
remarked, that vve were unable to consider Hyder Bukhsh in the light .ot a 
British subject, on the ground stated by Major Baillie, merely of his having been 
born and possessing landed property in the Ceded Provinces, since the circum- 
stance of his having been from his infancy resident within the dominions of the 
Vizier, and employed from an early period of his life in the service of the 
Government of Oude, combined with the relation in which he stood towards 
Almass Alee Khan, himself a servant of that State, must, in our judgment, be 
considered to supersede any claim to the personal privileges and rights of a 
subject of the Company, which, perhaps, he might otherwise derive from the 
possession of lands in a province now belonging to the Company but formerly 
to the Vizier, and ceded by the latter at a period long subsequent to the origin 
of Hyder Bukhsh’s connection w’ith Almass and the Government of Oude. Alter 
reviewing the situation in which Almass Alee Khan had stood to the Company, 
and the peculiar claim which he had acquired to our countenance and support, 
and acknowledging the disposition which we entertained to afford, to a certain 
extent, similar countenance and favour to his family and dependants after his 
death, we observed, that the whole spirit and tenor of our instructions to the 
Resident of 10th October 1808, by which wc bad authorized him to interpose 
in their behalf by employing the language of representation and remonstrance 
in order to divert the Vizier from any measures of harsliness and injustice, nay 
(as applicable to any supposed designs to deprive the persons in question of their 
property} tlie express letter of them demonstrated the objection ot the British 
Government to the adoption of measures of a more decided character, any right 
to employ which vve disclaimed, as inconsistent with the acknowledged pre- 
rogatives of the Vizier and the provision of treaty. 

327 . As connected with the personal claim of Hyder Bukhsh to our support, 
wc observed, in reply to an argument employed by the Resident, that Hyder 
Bukhsh being possessed of a passport under the signature of the Governor- 
General, might be considered to be placed in the condition of a person enjoy- 
ifig the protection of tlic British Government, and on that ground, that his 
being allowed to depart from Lucknow might be insisted on : that the Governor- 
General’s passport could only become of authoritative force, on the entrance 
of the person holding it, being the subject of another State, within the Honour- 
able Company’s territories. 

328. By the stipulations of the treaty of 1801, explained and confirmed by 
the result of the subsequent negotiation between the Marquis Wellesley an 
the Vizier at Lucknow, the British Government is 

advice to the Vizier on all matters connected with the affairs of his Lxee - 
lency’s Government, and tlie Vizier is bound to act in conformity to the advice 
of the Government ; but this reciprocal obligation, we observe^ s^denT 
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It^sideotf ^ interpreted bv the general spirit and objects osf the alliance, Political Letter 
iuMt .dannot bb made the ground of indiscriminate intQiferpQpe pn our part in 

M^tpni between the Viziw and his subjecta» We reinarbed[ to Migor Willie, * 

i^t it was indeed desirablei bn many grounds of practical as well 

ail 'btoHise it is consonant to the general spirit of the treaty, that we should 
abstain from interposii^ in oases of inferior importance, as the frequent OjQcur- 
rence of such interposition: Woul^ be apt, by exciting irritation and diacwotent, 
to indispose the Vizier -to.'Iisten toyour remonstrances in fiffairs of greater mag- 
nitude, for which the weight of our authority ought to be 'reserved. > <^0^11 
these grounds, we signihed to Major Baillie that we should have wished that he 
bad not taken up the cause of Hyder Bukhsh so warmly, as his just and natiuhl 
feelings of compassion for the Wrdship of his situation, combined with his 
conviction of Hyder Bukhsh^s claim to the protection of the British Goventtf 
ment, prompted him to do. We added, that it could not be denied that the 
character of the Vizier's conduct towards Hyder Bdkbsh partook largely of that 
capricious ahd tyrannical exercise of his power, which had unfortunately become 
habitual to his Wcellency, and which appeared to afford him peculiar gratifica- 
tion, when it was directed against any person who either was, or expected to 
be, an object of the consideration and regard of the British Government. 

329. In communicating these sentiments to Major Baillie, we directed the 
Secretary to signify to him that we fully appreciated the delicacy of his situa- 
tion, and the difficulty which he must experience in cases in which the limits 
of interference and forbearance are so inaccurately defined, in avoiding the 
opposite evils of trenching upon -the independent authority of the Vizier, on 
the one hand, and withholding the support of his representative situation from 
persons looking up to the British Government for protection on the other. The 
repeated testimonies which Major Baillie had received from us, of our appro- 
bation of his conduct in the discharge of the arduous duties of his station, we 
intimated to him would, we' had no doubt, satisfy his mind that, in forming a 
judgment of the course which he was called on to pursue in the affair in ques- 
tion different from his own, we had given the most unqualified credit to the 
motives of public zeal and of warm and generous feeling which had governed 
bis conduct. 

330. We observed, on this occasion, to Major Baillie, that the part of his 
proceedings relative to Hyder Bukfish which proved the least satisfactory to us, 
was the menace which he had held out to the Vizier of affording to Hyder 
Bukhsh the protection of an escort of sepoys, to enable him' to quit the city of 
Lucknow and his Excellency’s dominions. This, it was remarked to Major 
Baillie, was the more to be regretted, as it might have placed us in the embar- 
rassing dilemma of withholding our support to the proceefiings of an officer 
high in rank and in the confidence and esteem of the Government, or of 
enforciug an act which our judgment could not approve. Fortunately the 
difficulty was removed, and the question closed, by the departure of Hyder 
Bukhsh from Lucknow with the sanction of the Vizier ; and in expressing our 
satisfaction at the'termination of this affair, we directed the Resident to inti- 
mate to the Vizier^ that although Hyder Bukhsh had left his dominions, he 
would still be Kable to be called on to answer any charge or demand which hte 
Excellency might produce against him. We signified to the Resident our 
desire, that he would take an opportunity of intimating this to the Vizier, St 
such a time, and in such manner, as he might judge most likely to impress him 
with a sense of our desire to do impartial justice between his Excellency and 
an alleged defaulter. 

331. On the subject of the desire expressed by the Vizier, iA his letter to the 
Governor-General, to travel, we remarked that we were satisfied that he had no 
serious intention of putting his plan in execution. His design in bringing it 
forward was evidently to induce the Government to remit its endeavOutS' to 
obtain his compliance with its requisitions, by leading it to apprehend that he 
really would put in force his scheme of leaving his dominions, If he should be 
pressed on any unpleasant subject of negotiation. His expectation of success 
was probably encouraged by the great desire which had, on former occasions, 
been evinced to prevail on him to abandon bis intention. As it was highly 

9 U desirable, 
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Political Lctipr desirable, however, that he should be made to umlerstand that Government 
l «*3 viex^ed it as a matter of itidifFerence, we informed the llesidejit that we shotdd 
' express our readiness to afford every facility to the accoififdishment of his Excel- 
lency’s wishes, requiring no other condition than that l»e shouhl make a suitable 
afi-angemcnt for the administration of his Government during his absence. *The 
arrangement we alluded to was? that pointed out in tlie instructions of the 
1 Ith November 1802 to Colonel Scott, the then Resident at I^ucknow, on the 
occasion of a similar intention having been expressed by the Vizier tb travel, 
viz. the appointment of a Regent, who should be bound by a specific en^ge- 
mentto regulate all his official proceedings by the advice and recommendation of 
the British Government. If his Excellency were to consent to such an arrange- 
ment, bis departure, we observed, though certainly an undesirable event cA’en 
then, wrould be the less to be regretted from the opportunity which it w'oukl 
affoid of introducing an improved system of administration into his dpminions. 
We concluded this pait of the subject, by observing that while the conditions 
formerly annexed to our consent to the Vizier’s undertaking the proposed 
journey, viz. that he should previously carry into effect the reform, would not be 
insisted on, it would be proper to intimate to his Excellency that his depaiture 
would not cause any relaxation of the endeavours of this Government to accom- 
plish that important object. 

332. In conclusion, we directed the Secretary to state to Major Baillie, that 
recurring to the complaint against him, ou,r confidence in his zealous, able, and 
judicious performance of the arduous duties of his office continued unabated, 
and that we were siitisfie*! that the calumnious charges against him were to be 
ascribed to the displeasure excited in the mind of the Vizier, by his zealous and 
persevering ejuleavours to mitigate the rapacious and oppressive system of his 
Excellency’s Government, and to prevail on him to regulate it by the principles 
of justice, moderation, and goo<l faith. 

333. We have now the honour to solicit the attention of your Honourable 
Court to the report submitted to us by the Persian Secretary on the subject of 
the forms of correspondence observed between the Vizier and Major Baillie. 
Your Honourable Court will find it recorded on the proceedings of tlie annexed 
date,* and you will observe with satisfiiction the testimony borne by Mr. Monckton 
to the general accuracy of the remaiks contained in Major Baillie’s address >10 
his Excellency the Vizier, already adverted fo, founded on a critical examination 
of the documents transmitted by the Resident to the Persian office. It would be 
snpeiflnous, nor could the subject, as involving a critical knowledge of the Persian 
language, be generally intelligible to your Honourable Court, to follow the 
Persian Secretary through his discussion of the different terms of address, with 
reference to the ntinutc rules prescribed for the selection of words and phrases 
according to the relative rank of the parties, rules complicated and extensive, 
and altogetlicr unknown in the system of European correspondence. The 
Persian Secretary stated the result of his investigation to be, that Major Baillie, 
as he himself had stated, had r-nly reverted to the forms which were observed by 
tlie Residents during the late Vizier Asnf ood-Dowlalr’s administration, and con- 
tinued for a time after the present Vizier’s accession ; while, on the other hand, 
the Vizier had acUlresscd the Resident in a style which placed that officer in a 
rank relatively to his Excellency far inferior to those of his predecessors in office, 
^ho practised the same forms of correspomlence as now used by Major Baillie. 
In corroboration of the conclusions drawn by Mr. Monckton, we beg leave to call 
the attention of your Honourable Court to a minute recorded on this occasioo by 
Mr. Ed monstone. 

334. In that minute, which your Honourable Court will fin<l recorder! as per 
margin, f Mr. Edmonstonc stated that the Persian Secretary’s analytical obser- 
vations on the relative forms of correspondence between the Vizier and the 
British Resident were cntiiely consistent with all the knowledge which be 
possessed of the rules and principles by which those forms were regulated, and 
that he fully concurred in the conclusions which Mr. Monckton had drawn. It 
was to be observed, however, Mr. Edmonstone remarked, that the Vizrei’s charge 

„ against 

* Consuttation*, 5th March, vide page 372. f Conauhationf, 5th March, »idc page 376. 
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against the Resident on the subject of the lattei’s written and verbal cominuni- 
cattotia^' and tt»c Resident’s statement relative to the impropriety of the style of 
writing adopted by the Vizier, stood on very different grounds, Jt was the 
matter and spirit of the Resident's representations of whidi the Vizier complained. 
It was the assumption of a high and authoiitative style of addres.s unsuited to his 
Excellency’s relative rank, that constituted the Resident’s charge against the 
Vizier. The first was compatible with the observance of the stiictest forms of 
orientai correspondence, the Utter was inadmissible and offensive, however 
graejpus the substance of the communication might be. 

335. Mr. Edmonstone observed, that although tlie severity of ►ome occa- 
sional passages in the scrit s of the Residem'.s letters to the Vizier might perhaps 
have been avoided, without weakening the force and effect of his representa* 
tions, yet the general language of argument and contrcveisy employed liy the 
Resident, naturally and even necessarily proceeded from the very nature of the 
subjects of negotiation, combined with the peculiar temper and disposition of the 
Vizier, the defects of his character, and the vicious system of Ins (ioveinment. 
That language of argument and controversy ofiended tlie Vizier, because it was 
addressed (unavoidably addressed) to Aiot. In evciy other State, Mr. Edmon- 
■■••one observed, there was a Minister, who conducted with the representative of a 
foreign power the details of negotiation. Tlie freedom of discussion was not 
embarrassed by the inequality of rank, and oflcncc to the Soveieign was avoided 
by the intervention of an agent. If the Vizier thought proper to undcitake the 
detail ofduties vvhicli belonged to an olficer of (jovcrnmtnf, he must submit 
to the inccinenience which necessaiily attends his assuni|>tion of that suborili- 
uate character. 

336. The Vizier, it w'as remarked by Mr. Edmonstone, had no title to com- 
plain of the .spirit and matter of communications which belong to the subject of 
negotiation, ami which, under the system adoptcd-ljy him for the conduct of 
public affairs, could only he addressed to himself. The language of Mjyor 
Raillk!'’'s letters, considered with reference to the minute rules prescribed for the 
selection of words and pi'.ases according to the relativ'c rank of the parties (rules 
complicated and exreii?ive, and altogether unknown in the system of European 
correspondence), was not merely ii'iexccptionahle, hut pel feet ly respcctiul ; and 
Mr. Edmonstone stateil liis opinion, that the Vizier did not appear to him to 
accuse Major Baillie of a ileparture fiom those rules. 

337. Mr. Edmonstone concluded his minute by observing, that the Vizier 
himself, however, had deviated from those rules essentially, ami that the stvie 
of his letters to the Resident was that which no person of a rank inferior to tfiat 
of royalty was entitled to employ in addressing the representative of a foreign 
State. It was an offence to the British Government, as well as peisonally to the 
Resident. The relative terms applietl to his own letters and to the representations 
of the other party, were precisely those which he wouUb adopt in writing to the 
lowest of his subjects; a gross impropriety, which Mr. Edmonstone remarked 
should certainly be corrected. 

338. The improper and highly disrespectful style of the Vizier's correspon- 
dence with the British representative having been thus fully established, theGp- 
vernor Geneial was enaliled to assume the high ground which h.ul been antici- 
pated in framing a reply to his Excellency's letter of complaint, and after specr- 
fically answering each article of charge against the Resident, to call upon hfs 
Excellency, in the most explicit terms, to i evert to those observances of respect 
which had uniformly been practised from the caily periods of the intercourse 
befween the two States, until they had been set aside by his own act. An imme- 
di.ate compliance with this ret|uisition was slated to be essential to the mainte- 
nance of tne dignity of the British Government, and of its accredited agent at 
his Excellency’s Court. The Vizier was at the same time assured, that as mo 
.jast Ciiuse of offence in that respect hadiev'cr been given by the Resident, so in 
his futiirccorrespondence the Resident would always conform to those obser- 
vances of respect and honour which were due to his Excellency’s exalted rank 
3nd station, and wouW manifest every possible regard to his Excellency’s feelings 
‘>'1 the pointy on which it would be Major Baillie’s duty to address him. 

339. With 
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339. With tespect to that part of the Vizier’^ l^r itrhich related to his wish to 
ttoYel .his Excellency was informed that the Resident hj^l»eii1natri»<»qAte 
knoiro to ,him the senlimwts of the British Oxwenyi^t: ,tttid tltot’i^eiSs 
foccellency should htkv^ Ifiade the necessary arrangepM|.for tlid ftcttnioistration 
of his Government during his absence, every prad^able iacUify should be 
aiForded to his Excellency for the accomplishment, Of hii wishes. 

340. For the detail of the replieswhich were returned to each article of ehar^ 

against the Resident, and of the sentiments entertained by us on the several 
topics of his Excellency’s letter, we b^ leave to refer your Honoutable Rourt 
to the Governor>General’s letter to his ^cellency which is reoorded''on the Con- 
sultatiou of the annexed date.* v 

341. On a perusal of that letter, your Honourable Court will observe that 
it has been so framed as to prepare his Excellency’s mind for the renewal of the 
subject of the reform of his administration, and other depending points, on 
which the extreme pressure of other business of more immediate urgency has 
rendered it necessary for us to suspend our deliberations, but which are now 
under consideration, and will form the subject of an early communication to 
the Resident. It will be obvious to your Honourable Court, that the question 
of the reform will now be urged with all the advantage to be derived from the 
effect which must be produced by the decided interference of the Government 
on the occasion, whicli was the immediate subject of the letter to his Excellency 
above adverted to; and a similar advantage may be expected to be found with 
respect to the other questions depending witli the Vizier, which still remain 
unadjusted. 

34^. Since the date of the latest proceedings to which this letter espe- 
cially refers, wc have received from the Resident the report of bis proceedings 
under* the instructions of the 22d January and .5th March, and of the effect of 
the Governor-General’s lett^ to the Vizier. Copies of the Resident s despatches 
and of our reply are transmitted as numbers in the l^acket, and we congnlulate 
your Honourable Court on the success which has already attended the proceed- 
ings w hich the conduct of the A^izier had rendered it absolutely necessary to 
adopt. 

343. We have, as intimated above, reserved the report of our proceedings on 
the important question of reform, and the few other points still depending 
with his Excellency, lor a separate despatch, in continuation of that which was 
addressed to your Honourable Court by the Vice-President in Council, on the 
same subject, ou the 15th October 1811. Your Honourable Court will learn 
with satisfaction, that pf the several subjects of discussion with his Excellency 
the Vizier which were depending when that letter was written, and others which 
subsequently arose, there remain but two unadjusted, exclusive of tlie question 
of rcfbim. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER /row* BENGAL, 

Dated the 1st October 1813. 

Para. 290 . On the proceedings of the annexed date is recorded a despatch from 
the Resident, reporting the extreme illness of the eunuch, Tuhse6n Alee Khan, 
and enclosing an arzee from him respecting the disposal of his property after bis 
death, and soliciting the protection of the British Government to his surviving 
relations and dependants. Tuhseen Alee Khan at the ' same time addressed a 
letter to the Governor-General, which is recorded as per margin.t , 

291 , The long and intimate intercour.se which had subsisted between Tuhseen 
Al^ Khan and successive Residents at the Courtof the Vizier, his known attach- 
ment to the Rrit^ii Government, the great respectability of his character and 
conduct, and the services which he had rendered on the occasion of hjs Excel- 

^ lency’s 

* Coiwultations, Stli March, vide page S76. t Coiwultotions,' .Sd September. 
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lency’s elevation totheinusnud of Oude, constitute claims bn the countenance 
and support of the British Government which appeared to warrant the decided 
interference of the Government in favour of hi| surviving relations and depen* 
rlants, and for the protection of his property, in Urder to give effect to the dis- 
position which he had made of it. Tor the detail of the instructions which. 
Under this impression were issued to the Resident, and which provided also for 
the question which might arise with his Excellency respecting the succession to 
the office of superintendent of the khoord muhl, in the event of the Khan’s 
decease, as well as for securing a suitable maintenance for the women belonging 
to that establishment, and for the reputed children of Asuf-ood-DowIah, we 
beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to the letter addressed by our Secretary 
to Major Baillie, recorded on our proceedings of the annexed date.* 

292 . On the 6th ultimo we receiv-ed a despatch from the Resident, f notifying 
the intelligence of Tuhseen Alee Khan s decease. Major Baillie reported, at 
the same time, the communications which had passed between him and the 
Vizier, relative to the property of the late Khan. In the reply which we 
directed the Secretary to address to the Resident, we signified our approbation 
of the arrangement which he had made, in concert with the Vizier, for the 
custody of the property and the suspension of any further proceedings, until 
the receipt of a reply from us to the reference from the Resident on the subject. 

293 . With a view to mark our respect for the memory of the late Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, we have directed the Resident to confer khillats on the grand nephews 
of the deceased, and his confidential agent Shuhab-ood-Deen; intimating, at 
the same time, that it would be proper that this maikof regret and esteem for 
Tuhseen should be bestowed in concurrence with his Excellency the Vizier. Our 
instructions to the Resident, in which we provided also for the case of the Vizier 
refusing to pay this tribute of regard on his part for the memory of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, are recorded on the Consultations noted in themargin.ij; 


EXTRACT POI.ITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
Dated the 1 %th February 1814. 


Iatcrfrom,dateill6thOct.l8li.'j Para. 181. Your voluminous despatch in the Political 

igotiationg witli the Vwier for Tpepartment of the 15th October 1811, contains a narrative 
Jiaing a reform in the admini- j „r . 1 ,.1 j 1 j 

ation of his Excellency’s affairs.J of your proceedings connected With the endeavours employed 

by your Government to introduce into the territories of the Nawaub Vizier a 
reform in the present vicious system of his Excellency’s administration. The 
nature of the existing disorders, and the remedies which it was proposed to 
apply for their correction, are fully detailed in your instructions§ to the Resident 
of the 28th December 1810, and in the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier 
of the same date, as well as the consequences naturally resulting from a con- 
tinuance of the present system of revenue administration, namely, to per- 
petuate every species of oppression, exaction, and disorder, and ultimately to 
destroy the productive sources of the country. 

182. In the second paragraph of the despatch before us, our attention has 
been called to the frequent occasions for the employment of British troops in 
reducing to obedience the Zemindars of the Vizier’s territory, who have been 
represented by his Excellency or by the Aumils to be refractory. You observe, 
that the cause of resistance on the part of the Zemindars to the authority of 
the Aumils has too frequently been the oppression and undue exactions of the 
Vizier’s officers, and the over-assessment of the lands ; and that the British 
Government has thus often been required to support, by the aid of its troops, 
the cause of injustice, and to contribute to the continuance of a system injurious 
to the real interests of the State, and destructive of the rights, the comfort. 


* Consultations, 3d September, vide page 523. 
t Consultations, 1 0th September, vide page 525. 

X Consultations, 10th September, vide page 527. 
i Vide page 127. 
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and prosperity of the people. Our despatches of the 14th September 1S08, 
paragraph 57 j 20th April 1811, paragraph 79 ; e»d the 4th September 1811, 
paragraph 43, will shew that this subject had not escaped our observation. 

133. It is deeply to be regretted, that the negotiation with the Vizier, so ably 
Hiicl zealously conducted on the part of the Resident, under your instructions, 
for procuring u reform in the administration of his country, has failed of success. 
Your object in conveying to us the detailed report of this negotiation in your 
despatch of the 15tli October 1811, is, according to the one hundred and eightieth 
paragraph of that despatch, “ to bring under our notice the peculiar character 
“ and disposition of the Vizier’s mind, and to exhibit the ditEculty and (you 
“ fear) the im|)iacticability of intlucncing him to the adoption of any arrange- 
“ inents, which are calculated to affect the operation of his inordinate desire for 
“ the accumulation of wealth, however conducive to the prosperity of his coun- 
‘‘ try, the happiness of his subjects, and even to the further augmentation of his 
‘‘ revenues.” 

134. We entirely concur in opinion witli you, that the refusal, on the part of 
the Vizier, to accede to a specific jilaii of reform proposed to him under that 
article of the Treaty which ini|)Oses on his Excellency an obligation to intro- 
duce into his country an improved system of administration, and to conform to 
the counsels of the British (iovenmicnt, could not be deemed such a violation of 
the articles of treaty, as to warrant the refusal, in future, of the aid of its troops 
ill the suppression of disortlers in his Excellency’s country, although those dis- 
orders should be occasioned by the oppressions or misconduct of his officers. 
At the same time, wc approve of your having caused a declaration to be made to 
the Vizier, that you had resolved to exercise the right to arbitrate in demands 
which the troops might he called upon to support, leaving the mode of iiujuiry 
to be prosecuted for ascertaining the justice of such demands to be adjusted 
betvt’ecn the Vizier and the Resitleiit. 

135. By your subsequent despatch of the 11th June 1812, we are conccrnetl 
to observe that tlic systematic opposition of his Excellency the Vizier to every 
representation made to him on the part of llie British Government, was such as 
to require that the influence of the representative character of the Resident sbcuUl 
be supported by a letter of remonstrance on the part of the Governor- General, 
embracing generally all depending suits of negotiation between the two States. 
We hope to hear that remonstrance on the part of the Governor-General has 
induced the Vizier to adopt a line of conduct more consistent with the manifest 
oliligatioiis of existing treaties. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER /row BENGAL, 

Dated the 31st March 1814. 

Para. 212. On the proceedings of the annexed date* are recorded two 
despatches fiom the Resident at Lucknow, reporting the result of his confe- 
rences with his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, under the instructions of the 
3d and 10th September last, respecting the disposal of the property of the late 
Tuheen Alec Khan, as reported to your Honourable Court in the two hun- 
dred and ninetieth and subsequent paragraphs of our address from this depart- 
ment of the 1st of October last. 

218. On a perusal of the despatches above adverted to, your Honourable 
Court will perceive with concern ihej, determined opposition of his Excellency 
the Vizier to the desire which wc had instructed the Resident to convey to his 
Excellency, on the part of the British Government, to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will. We stated to Major Baillie, that \ye 
considered the refusal of his Excellency to comply with the dying request of a 
person so long and faithfully attached to his family, and to whose firmness and 

. integrity 

’• Consultations, 31st December 1813, vide page 5^1. 
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integrity he is bimself so largely indebted for bis succession to the inusnud of 
Oude, to reflect discredit on his Excellency’s character. 

214f. Whatever might be the sentiments, however, which we entertained on tliis 
subject, the decision of the British Government on a question involving the inde- 
periflent exerciseof therightsof the Vizierovet hisown subjects and servants* must 
necessarily be determined, not by the dictates of personal feeling, but by con-, 
siderations of public equity and good faith. Entertaining the warmest sense of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan’s merits and services and of his attachment to both States* 
and convinced of the obligation imposed on the Vizier, by every principle of 
gratitude and honour, to fulfil the reasonable and just bequests of the deceased, 
as well as of the right and duty of this Government to urge it to the utmost 
extent compatible with a due regard to his Excellency’s right of final judgment 
in his own concerns, still it did not appear to us that we should be warranted* 
by the consideration above stated, in endeavouring to carry the measure against 
the declared opposition of the Vizier. The duty of the British Government, 
we stated to the Resident, is performed by the sincere and zealous exertions of 
the influence which it derives from its relations with the Government of Oude, 
in favour of the family and dependants of Tuhseen ; but the interference of the 
Government must be bounded by these limits, and we could not reconcile to our 
sense of justice or expediency the prosecution of this demand to the conse* 
quences to which it would lead, if the principle of unlimited interference were 
admitted. 


PoUtkctl Letter 
from Bengal* 
31 Mar. 1814. 


215. Viewing the question in this light, and adverting, also, to the opinion 
expressed by the Resident, that the cordial acquiescence of the Vizier could 
scarcely be looked for, we found ourselves compelled to relinquish the expecta> 
tion of prevailing on the Vizier to leave the personal property of the deceased to 
be disposed of according to the terms of his will ; and we accordingly desired 
the Resident, in whose custody, with the concurrence of the Vizier, the pro- 
perty in question was reUuied, to give it up to his Excellency. 

216. Although this proceeding appeared to us to be unavoidable under the 
circumstances of the case, we were nevertheless desirous of prevailing on the 
Vizier, by fiiendly representation and an earnest appeal to his humane and 
honourable feelings, to make a decent and proper provision for the grand-children 
of Cliutra Mull Seth, and for the adherents and servants of Tuhseen Alec Khan 
mentioned in his will. 


217. It appeared to us that a compromise, on the principle above stated, might 
be eft’ected without material difficulty, as it would be free trom the appearance 
of the objection which seemed to form the |)rincipal difficulty with his Excel- 
lency, namely, that the execution of the will would publicly proclaim the viola- 
tion of his rights, and encourage his other servants in similar practices. It is 
scarcely necessary to observe to your Honourable Court on the groundless nature 
of such an objection, since the case of Tuhseen is singular, and it was morally 
impossible that a parallel one should arise in future. As it was urgeil, however, 
W the Vizier, wc desired the Resident to renew the negotiation iii favour of 
Tiihseen’s family on the basis above stated ; and with a view to assist his repre- 
sentations, and to manifest the earnest desire of the Government to obtain from 
the Vizier’s justice and liberality a suitable provi^on for their support, the 
Governor- General addressed a letter to the Vizier calculated to produce that 
effect. In the letter above-mentioned, the resolution announced to the Vizier of 
withdrawing the proposition relative to Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will, was stated by 
the Governor-General to have originated in a suggestion submitted by Major 
Baillie. This declaration, while it was consistent with the fact, the measure 
having been suggested in the first instance by the tenor of the ninth and follow- 
*tig paragraphs of the Resident’s despatch of the 23d of November 1813,* was 
calculated to impress upon the Vizier’s mind the desirable conviction, that he 
owed ‘this act of concession to the concurrence of Major Baillie's advice and 
recommendation with the sentiments and disposition of the Government. The 

Govci iior- 


* Consultations, 31st December, vide page 551. 
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Political Letter Governor-Gcneral also refrained from statiogt^ io his address to the Viaier, the 
SI Mo^^4. P*^ci8e extent of the provision to be made by bis Excellency» deeming it to be 

L more consistent with the spirit of the present proceeding, and with respect fpr 

the Vizier, to leave the decision of this point to the uncontrolled dictates of his 
Excellency’s just and humane consideration of the case. We instructed the 
Resident, however, to be prepared to meet any reference to him from the VlHer, 
with a recommendation that the provision to be made for the persons named in 
the will should be regulated, as nearly as possible, by the declared wishes of the 
deceased, and that the allowance to be assigned to the residuary legatees should 
be sufficient to maintain them in ease and comfort. 

218. A powerful motive with us in relaxing on the point of Tuhsecn Alee 
Khan’s will, was the desire which we felt to avoid multiplying the causes of 
irritation and dissatisfaction in the mind of the Vizier, which if excited by ur^ng 
his Excellency too strongly on points of minor importance, must tend greatly to 
defeat our purposes in affairs of greater moment. We saw no reason to appre- 
hend that our influence over the Vifiei’s mind would be weakened by yielding 
to his prejudices on this point, accompanied as the measure would be by a deci- 
sive declaration of our sentiments to his Excellency on the important question of 
reform, and the other depending points which had so long been a subject ot 
negotiation. On the contiary, we were of opinion that, by a judicious use of this 
concession in the affair of Tuhscen Alee Khan’s will, some advantage luiglit be 
gained irf the negotiation of the others. For a further detail of our sentiments 
dh this subject, and of our instructions to Major Baillie, we beg leave to refei 
your Honourable Court to the letter which was addressed to him by the Secic- 
tary% under date the 31st of December 1813.* The letter from the Clovernoi- 
General to the V'^izier, above adverted to, is also recorded on the proceedings of 
the same date. 

219. In acknowledging the icccipt of our instructions last referred to,t the 

„ Resident stated, that the gcneial principles which had been laid down fur his 

guidance in his future negotiatiuus with the Vizier, should be ailhered to with 
the strictest attention on his part. Major Baillie also stated, that the con- 
cession of the original purposes of the Government regarding the property and 
will of Tuhseeu Alee Khan, and the unconditional sui render of that property 
to his Excellency the Vizier, could not fail to afford the highest gratification to 
his Excellency’s mind, and would, he trustetl, have the salutary effect of 
producing his cheerful acquiescence in the object of the appeal to his gene- 
rosity in behalf of the relations of tlie deceased, as well as of inducing his 
Excellency to listen to our representations on points of more importance. The 
subsequent despatch, recorded as per margin, if contains a report of Majoi 
Baillie’s conference with the Vizier, in which he pointed out to his Excellency, in 
a very able and convinciuc manner, the services and merits of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, and the claims which he had established in favour of his family and depen- 
dants on the justice and liberality of his Excellency. At this conference the 
Vizier having requested the Resident to state the extent of the provision to the 
grand-children of Chutra Mull, Major Baillie, in the first instance, proposed 
that the aggregate amount of the provisions assigned in the will, namely, five 
hundred and seventy-five rupees per mensem, should be extended to one thou- 
sand, thus giving four hundred and twenty five rupees to the family of Chutra 
Mull. On the Vizier’s objecting to this amount, the Resident restricted his pro- 
posal in behalf of thefainilytoan allowance of three hundred rupees; which though 
his Excellency did not promise to grant, yet he seemed to the Resident to be dis- 
posed to consent to. Two days subsequently to the conference, how-ever, the Re- 
sident received a communication from the Vizier, apprizing him of his final resolu- 
tion in favouroftbeservantsand dependants ofTuhsedn, namely, the cqnfii ination 
of all the bequests of the deceased in favour of the former, on the pondition ot their 
attendance on his Excellency, and a grant of two hundred rupcM per inensMi 
to the latter, in compliance, as the Vizier signified on this occasion, witl.! the 
^ desire 

♦ Consultations, Slst December 1813, «de page 384. 

•t Consultations, lltU Februoiy 1814, vide ;^e S89* 
t Consultations, 4th March, vide page 595. 
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desire of his Excelleocy the Governor-General, and with Major Baillie's con> 
currence and advice.' His Exoellepc^ had accordingly prepared a letter to the 
Governor-General, in reply to his Lordship’s of the S 1st December, to the 
effect of the communication above stated. A translation of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s letter is recorded as per margin.* 

220. In a subsequent despatch, recorded on the proceedings test adverted to,t 
the Resident reported, that from the tenor of a written communication which he 
had received from the Vizier, it was obvious that bis Excellency had resolved to 
limit the extent of bis bounty to the graud-cbildren of Chutra Mull Seth to Uie 
sum of two hundred rupees per mensem. The Resident further reported, that 
the Vizier adhered to a promise which he had made, of constructing a monument 
over the grave of Tuhseen, on which subject we had furnished Major Baillie 
with instructions. His Excellency had also agreed to repay the charges of 
subsisting the cattle, &c. belonging to the estate of Tuhseen from the day of 
his demise, on which subject some discussion passed between bis Excellency 
and the Resident; and under those and other considerations, stated in his 
despatch, the Resident surrendered the property of Tuhseen into liis Excellency's 
hands. 

221. We have signified to Major Baillie our approbation of the tenor of the 
observations which he made to his Excellency, and generally of the manner in 
which he executed our instructions on the subject above described^. With respect 
to the grant of two hundred rupees for the support of the relations of the 
deceased, we have observed to the Resident that it would have been more satis- 
factory if his Excellency had assigned the larger sum proposed by him, yet that 
we did not consider this to be a point on w'hich his Excellency should be urged 
further. 

222. On the proceedings now transmitted with this address, your Honourable 
Court will observe many despatches from the Resident at Lucknow and our 
instructions in reply, on the important subject of the reform of his Excellency’s 
dominions, into which wc refrain from entering at present, it being our intention 
to submit a separate report to your Honouralde Court. For the same reasons, 
we also refrain from adverting to the question respecting the provision to Hoosein 
Alee Khan, the son of the late Hyder Beg Khan, which will form a part of our 
proposed report above alluded to. 

223. It will be satisfactory, however, to your Honourable Court, to be 
informed that his Excellency the Vizier has finally acquiesced in our wishes regard- 
ing the grant of a pension to Hoosein Alee Khan, and that his Excellency has 
settled upon him and the other indigent branches of the family a monthly allow- 
ance of two thousand rupees. 


POLITICAL LETTER >om BENGAL, 

Dated the 18th May 1814. 

Par. 1 . We propose in this letter to submit to your Honourable Court a 
report of our proceedings relative to the reform of the administration of his 
Excellency the Vizier, and the other points of negotiation lately depending 
with his Excellency, which as stated in the three hundred and forty-third and 
two hundred and twenty-second paragraphs of the letters of the 15th June 1813 
and Slst of March last, respectively, to your Honourable Court in this depart- 
ment, have been reserved for the subject of a separate communication. 

In a despatch of the 15th of October 1811, the late Governor-General in 
Council submitted to your Honourable Court the detail of his proceedings with 
lelation to the reform, up to the period when, for the reasons there stated, it 

was 

* CongaltatioBS, 4tb March, vide page 601. t Consultations, 4t]i March, vide page 602. 
t Consultations, 4th March, vide page 409. 

9 Y 


Polidcal Letter 
Ivom Bengal, 
61 Mar. 1414. 


Political LeMer 
from Bcnpal, 
IS May IHU. 


OUDE PA PE as. 


8U 

rolHic^Letter was determined to suspend the negotiation : and in the two hundred and ninth 
18 May liu following paragraphs of our letter tu thi? department of the 1 1th June 1812, 

* -JL ' his I.rf)rdship in Council reported the renewal of the negotiation, in the letter 
addressed by the Governor-General to his Excellency the Vizier on the Schof 
May. 

3. Besides the great question of reform, that letter embraced all the other topics 
which had lately been agitated between the Vizier and the British Government, 
relating to the two Begums, to the case of Moonsliee Alec Nuckee Khan, of 
Hoosein Alee Khan (the son of the late Hyder Beg Khan), and to the employ, 
ment of the British troops stationed in Oude in the pursuit and apprehension of 
public offenders. 

4. A considerable time elapsed before the Vizier replied to the late Governor- 
General's letter of the 8th of May, during which interval the Resident was 
employed in endeavouring to impress on his Excellency's mind the importance 
of the subjects of which it treated, and the necessity of conforming to the advice 
and just expectations of the British Government. 

5. The Resident has reported, in considerable detail, the substance of his 
conferences with the Vizier during this interval of time, in a despatch recorded 
on the proceedings noted in the margin ;* and your Honourable Court will not 
fail to obsei*ve the ability with which Major Baillie’s share of those conferences 
was conducted, and the complete and decisive manner in which he established 
the justice of our demands, and the weakness of the arguments by which the 
Vizier attempted to resist them. 

G. On receiving from the Vizier bis Excellency's reply to the Governor. 
General's letter, the Resident deemed it proper to address a memorial to his 
Excellency, in which he again combated Avith great ability and success the 
arguments by Avhich the Vizier endeavoured to support his refusal to comply 
with the requisitions contained in the Governor-General's letter. The line of 
argument pursued by the Resident on this occasion, indeed, consisted of little 
more than the repetition and enforcement, in a more precise and concentrated 
manner, of the reasoning which the Resident had previously employed in con- 
ference, joined to such additional observations as were suggested by the tenor of 
the Vizier’s letter. 

7. Ilis Excellency, in his answer to the Governor-General, commenced his 
observations on the subject of reform, by asserting that he had originally pro- 
posed to the Resident to depute one of his sons with a detachment of British 
troops for the purpose of settling the country, and alleged that this scheme 
having been rejected by the Resident, no blame was imputable to his Excellency 
for the failure of the measure. His Excellency stated, as a fundamental 
objection to the plan of the British Government, that a general settlement of 
the revenue could not be aflected until the whole of the lands should be 
measured, and their extent and value correctly asccrtaiuecl. llis Excellency 
also stated, that he felt an appielieiision, that the appointment of Ameens to 
investigate the assets of the districts w'ould create discontents among the people; 
and he declared, that the introduction of a new system of police and of the 
administration of justice, before the expulsion and extirpation from his Exceb 
lency's dominions of rebels and disaffected persons, would be nugatory. 

8. To the foregoing remaiks the Resident replied, in the spirit of his discour^i 
at the conferences which ho'had previously held witli the Vizier, that the objec- 
tion to the deputation of one of his Excellency’s sons was founded on the inade- 
quacy of lliat measure to the object proposed ; that the proposition was unac- 
companied by any plan or scheme of assessment which the Bfitisb Governratent 
might be called on to approve or disapprove ; that, on the contrary, the first 
regular and defined plan of reform was submitted to the Vizier by the British 
(iovernment, in the Goveriior-Generars letter of the 28th of December 1810, 
and after having been accepted by the Vh'zier, was suddenly, and without any 


* Consaltations, 2d July, vide page 409. 
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just eaose> rejected by his Excellency. Major BaiiHe addedj that no assistance 
from the British troops could be required in carrying into effect a plan for the 
settlement of the country, founded on principles of justice and moderation. 

g. On the next point, the Resident observed, in substance, that the example 
of the Ceded Provinces, where an equitable assessment of the whole country 
had been effected without any previous measurement of lands, ought to satisfy 
his Excellency of the practicability of the plan proposed by the (iovernor-Geiie- 
ral, without having recourse to so tedious, expensive, and arduous an operation. 
In cases where the value of the lands could not otherwise be useertained, or 
where disputes arose between the revenue officers and the landholders, that modej 
the Resident observed, might be resorted to with advantage ; but that a general 
measuremen(|||ivould have no otlier effect than to produce delay in the com- 
pletion of the settlenajj||& and alarm and distrust in the minds of the people. 

10. Referring to tire apprehensions entertained by the Vizier, of discontent 
among the people being the coDse(iuence of the preliminary appointment of 
Ameens, lire Resident observed, that the object of that measure was to con- 
ciliate the people and to remove any ground of alarm, and coidd not he expectetl 
to create disaffection or commotion ; adding, that if such should unfortunalely 
be the result, the British troops would be [wepared to (picll it, and to support the 
authority of the Ameens. The Resident retuarked, in this part of his argument, 
that two things only were wanting to secure the successful progress of the reform 
and of every just measure which could form an object of common interest to the 
two States, namely, on the part of the X^zier, a sincere desire to promote their 
success, and on the part of tlie British (loveimncnt, the exertion of its influence 
and power in support oflllfhis Excellency’s authority. 

11. In reply to the Vizier’s fourth objection, namely, that the introduction of 
a new system of police and of tlie administration of justice before the expulsion 
and extirpation of rebels #nd disaflected persons from his Excellency's dominions 
should be effected, would oc nugatory, the Resident remarked, that ns tlicBritisl) 
troops had been for some years past constantly employed in reducing persons 
described by his Excellency and his officers as rebels, it was difficult to suppose 
the existence of the inclination, or means of resistance to the authority of 
courts of justice and police, to be constituted in the manner ^n-oposccl with the 
advice of the British (lovernment, and that the British troops would at all times 
be ready for the suppression of such instance, and for the suj)poit of the 
just authority of the police and the decrees of such courts of justice as those 
described. 

12. The Resident then adverted to a passage iu the Vizici’s letter, expressing 
a desire to be furnished with fuller information relative to the means by which 
an investigation and adjustment might be made of the claims and demands of 
his Excellency’s Government, w'hich the British Govenmicnt might he required 
to enforce. On this subject, which your Honourable ('ourt will reeollect is 
included in the late Governor-General's letter to tiie Vizier of the Hth of May 
1812, the Resident repeated to his Excellency the proposition which lie had made 
to his Excellency on a former occasion, lor the deputation of Ameens on the 
Pirt of boUi Governments, or by the Uesideut himself, as affording the most 
satisfactory means of effecting that object, without in any respect involving a 
compromise of his Excellency’s authority or consequence. 

13. The rest of the Resident’s memorial, which is recorded on the proceed- 
ings of the annexed date,* relates to the other subjects of negotiation with the 
Vizier, to which we shall advert m the sequel of this despatch. ’J lie Resident 
concluded, by urging bis Excellency to reconsider and revise his letter to the 
Governor- General, with a view to the suppression of such parts of its contents 
as would, on further deliberation, appear to his Excellency to be hostile to the 
spirit of friendship and cordiality, that should ever regulate tire discussions 
between the British Government and his own. 

* 

* CoDBultationS; 3d July 1813, vide page 468. 
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14. A translation of the letter in its original form, of which the Rodent 
jITmiw^Su. *fa“8n)itted a copy, is recorded as per margin,* and will, we doubt not, appear 

^ ‘ to your Honourable Courts on perusal, to manifest the same unhappy spirit of 

enasion, which we have too often been obliged to ascribe to his Excellency’s 
proceedings in the course of this negotiation. 

15 . Tlie proceedings of the Resident, in endeavouring to induce his Excel* 
iency to withdraw and revise it, were approved, and appeared for a time to have 
been attended with success ; for his Excellency, after the receipt of Major 
Baillie’s memorial, requested that the transmission of the letter might be 
suspended.'}' 

16 . A few days afterwards, the Vizier transmitted to the Resident, for the 
purpose of being forwarded to the late Governor*General, a Iet^||||to his Lord* 
ship’s address, the subject of which was limited to th^g||||estion m the superin* 
tendence of the khoord muhl and the departure of tUfj^ounger Begum from 
Lucknow ; two of the points discussed in the Governor-General’s letter of the 
8th of May 1812. This letter corresponded entirely with the passages in his 
Excellency's former letter (afterwards recalled, as above-stated) relating to these 
questions, and we shall have the honour of addressing your Honourable Court 
on the subject of it in a subsequent part of this despatch, deeming it advisable 
to preserve the narrative of our proceedings relative to the reform unbroken. 

17. It was not till the 5th of December 1812, three months after the recall 
of the former letter, that the Vizier delivered to the Resident his reply to those 
parts of the Governor-General’s letter of the 8th of May, which related to the 
reform and the other questions not comprehended in the letter referred to in the 
preceding paragraph ; and the letter, as now transmitted, differed from tli« 
recalled one only in the omission of the passages relating to the two Begums. 

18. In this interval Major Baillie had repeatedly, but without success, endea- 
voured to convince the Vizier of the justice and necessity of his acquiescence 
in the views of the British Government. Major Baillie .states the failure of his 
endeavour to be, in his own judgment, ascribable to the Vizier’s untoward dis- 
position, to the habitual and even constitutional jealousy and suspicion with 
which be has ever received propositions of the simplest nature and most bene- 
ficial tendency on the part of the British Government, and to the hope of pro- 
tracting at least, if not of evading, a compliance with its just views and requi- 
sitions, founded on the known reluctance of Government to urge matters to 
extremity with him, or to adopt even the language of demand under any circum- 
stances whatever. 

19 . We have already, in a summary manner, stated the nature of the objec- 
tions offered by the Vizier to the introduction of the proposed reform into his 
administration ; and on this account, and as they do nut differ in substance from 
tho.se of which the detail is submitted in the despatch of the Governor-General 
in Council of the 15th October 1811, we deem it unnecessary to state them 
more particularly on the present occasion. For the same reason, we forbear to 
make any observations on the Vizier’s reply to M^or Baillie’s memorial, or on 
Major BaiUie’s remarks on that document. Both are recorded on the annexed 
date§ ; and we take the liberty of referring your Honourable Court to the docu- 
ments themselves, for more particular information regarding their contenil. 
The Vizier’s letter to Lord Minto is recorded on the same date.ll 

20. On the proceedings of the annexed date^f are recorded two despatches 
from the Resident, reporting the conferences which beheld with the Vizier, at 
his Excellency’s special request, for the purpose of discussing the arrangements 
connected witii his Excellency’s proceeding on a pilgrimage, and the measures 

which 

* Consultations, 2d July IB 13, vide page 427. 
f Consul tations^ 2d July 1813, vide page 426. 

; Consultations^ 2d July 1813, vide page 483, 

§ Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide pages 488 and 49$, 
d Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 484* 
f Vide page 497, 
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ireuW be proviomly necwsaiy to adopt, as the iodispeiwable conditions 
of'tfaie adsent tsff the Dritisb )Gx>vernment to bis departure. 

SI. Your Honourable tourt will have observed from Former transactions, 
that the declaration of an intention to proceed on a pilgrimage is a proceeHin^r 
always adopted by his Excellency, when he is desirous of evading or terminatini» 
any unpalatable subject of public discussion. The manner and occasiott of the 
revival of the question in tbe present instancy were reported to your Honoura- 
able Court in the 314th and following paragraphs of a despatch from the Gover- 
nor-General in Council in this department, under date the I5th June 1813, 

22. After a detailed and formal discussion of the whole subject, his Excel- 
lency declared to the Resident the necessity which he felt himself under of 
deferring his departure, on account of the difficulty of concluding a satisfactory 
arrangement for tbe administration of the Government in his absence, and the 
superior advantage of establishing a reform in his administration previously to 
his departure ; a declaration which Major Baillie regards, and apparently with 
justice, as a puerile attempt to ascribe the relinquishment of a design which he 
had never really entertained, to the imaginary obstacles opposed to its execution 
by this Gc^l^ernmcnt, and to gain time and distract the attention of the Resident, 
by engaging him in a complicated discussion of several questions at once, totally 
unconnected with each other. 

2d. In pursuance of this design, his Excellency conveyed a paper to the 
Resident, purportiiigfto contain the result of their conference on the subject of 
his departure, but artfully calculated to forward his views of procrastination and 
evasion. His object was, however, detected and defeated by the Resident, a 
transcript of whose reply to the Vizier, as well as of his Excellency’s paper, is 
contained in his despatch recoided as per margin.* 

24. The result was, that his Excellency withdrew his paper, and shortly after 
transndtted to the Resident a document, which he described as containing a 
communication of his fir..! and unalterable sentiments, on the important question 
of refow>'‘ 

25. That document is recoidcd as per maigin ,-j and while it conveys a 
reluctant assent to a rcfoim geneially, without accepting tin- plan submitted in 
the Govcrnor-Gcneiars letter of 38th December 1810, is evidently designed to 
demonstrate the impracticability of producing any beneficial change in the piesent 
form of his CJovernment, through tbe agency of ours, without encroaching on 
his independent authority, as guaiantced by the Honourable Company, and to 
lay the sround for charging tlie eventual defalcation of any pait of his revenues, 
or the failure of some of the mea.surcs of leloini which might be attempted, to 
the inefficacy of the system proposed, securing to himself the credit of having 
ac<|uiesced in it, and thus secretly thwarting the whole plan, without exposing 
lihaself to the consequences of such a procedure. 

afi. A translation of his Excellency’s paper, and of the letter addressed to 
him by Major Baillie, with a view to counteract the design of it, are recorded 
on the proceedings above referred to. j; 

27. Thb was the state of the negotiation when the late Governor-General in 
Council again took up the question, which he was prevented from doing by 
the constant pressure of business of a more urgent, though not more important 
nature, until the month of July 1813. 

28. On the 2d of tliat month, after a deliberate and careful review of the 
"■hole correspondence, the Governor- General addressed a letter to the Vizier, in 
tbe terms of the draft recorded on that date. 

29. Tbl same considerations which have induced us to refrain from the 
repetition, in detail, of the objections urged by the vizier to the measures 

recom- 

♦ Consultations, 2d Julj 1812, vide page 500. t Constiltations, 2d July, vide page 503. 
t Cciibultations,, 2d July 1813, videpage 505. 
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ijoiitii*! Letter recommended in the Governor-Geuerars letter of the 8lii May 1818, render it 
nearly equally unnecessary to state at large the observations and arguments 
contained in the letter addressed by Lord Minto to the Vizier in reply. 

30. Your Honourable Court will be pleased to observe, that his Lordship 
considering all argument on the subject to have been completely exhausted in 
the long and elaborate discussions which had already taken place, and being 
decidedly oi’ opinion that the British Government would not be justified in 
relaxing its efforts to carry the reform into effect, while a possibility of ac- 

■ complishing it remained, he did not, in the letter now addressed to the Vizier, 
aim so much at exposing the weak and untenable sophistries and the feigned 
doubts and alarms ol‘ the Vizier, as at endeavouring to impress on his mind, 
both the right and the determination of the British Government, to enforce the 
observance of the stipulations of the Treaty in that particular, to make him 
sensible of the condition to which his perverseness in opposing our just views 
might eventually place him with relation to this Government, and the hope- 
lessness of ultimately succeeding in that opposition, and generally, to obtain 
his prompt and implicit compliance with demands urged under the express 
sanction of a public treaty, by awaking his mind to the possible consequences 
of an opposite course of conduct. 

31. All these considerations were accordingly pressed on the Vizier in every 
different point of view, and his Excellency was solemnly called on to unite 
with the Resident in the immediate adoption and execution of the arrangement 
to which he iiad already given his consent. 

32. The (rovcrnor-Gencrars letter also adverted to the other subjects of 
negotiation pending with the Vizier, or lately brought to a conclusion between 
his Excellency and the Resident. These will form the subject of a subsequent 
part of this despatch. 

33. At the conclusion of the letter, the Governor-General look occasion to 
impress on the mind of the Vizier, the solemn nature of tlie obligation by which 
his Excellency is bound to resort to the friendly advice and assistance of tlie 
British Government, not only in such extraordinary and important affairs as 
those wliich formed the principal topics of the letter now under review, but in 
the ordinary administration of his Government. By a careful observance of 
this rule, his Lordship remarked, the Vizier would secure to the utmost practica- 
ble extent, the easy, tranquil, and regular transaction of his affairs, and avoid 
those vexatious controversies and discussions which must be tlie inevitable 
result of a deviation from this salutary course. Ills Lordship then proceeded 
to state, that it must always be a subject of regret to him, to address his 
Excellency in the language of complaint, remonstrance, and expostulation ; 
that it was his earnest wish that their direct correspondence, as well as the 
discussions between his Excellency and the Resident, should i elate exclusively 
to questions in the progress and result of which nothing unsatisfactory to either 
jjarty should find a place ; that the failure of this desirable object could only be 
ascribed to the reluctance so freijuently manifested by his Excellency, to receive 
and conform to the counsel of the British Government, whether conveyed in 
letters directly from the Governor-General, or by the Resident in the name and 
authority of the Government; that it was at all tlmeS' in his Excellency’s 
power to avoid such an unpleasant discussion, by a prompt and sincere com- 
pliance witli the just demands and salutary advice of the British Government; 
but that while his Excellency should persist in disregarding that advice, and 
resisting those demands in matters deemed essential to the interests of his 
Government and the welfare of his subjects, and on his compliance with which 
the British Government was entitled and required to insist, his Excellency must 
not expect that the British Government, by whatever bands it might be ad- 
ministered, would shrink from the performance of its duty, however painful 
it might be to discharge it. His Lordship concluded, by requesting the Vizier 
to receive the comnuinicatious of the Resident as proceeding directly from 
himself. 

34. In the instructions to the Resident transmitted with the English draft ol 
the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier, the Governor-fjeneral in Council 
observed that he could not anticipate the new efforts of evasion or delay which 

' his 
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his Excellency might employ, with a view to prolong the negotiation, after the 
receipt of his Lordship’s letter. His Lordship in Council observed, that it was 
probable that the Vizier might declare his assent to the plan, and agree to enter 
immediately, in concert with the Resident, on the necessary arrangements, and 
perhaps actually do so, trusting to time and circumstances for an opportunity 
of breaking them off, or perhaps to the means which he would possess, by 
clandestine intrigue, of frustrating them in their progress. His success in either, 
it was observed, would be deeply to be regretted, as defeating, or at least 
letarding, the accomplishment of the reform, and would afford matter of 
iinwortliy triumph and gratification to the Vizier. His Lordship in Council 
expressed, however, his entire reliance on the vigilance, discernment, and 
energy of the Resident, for frustrating any designs of that nature which his 
Excellency might entertain. 

85. The same occasion was taken of conveying to the Resident the cordial ex- 
pression of the Governor-General in Council’s approbation of the ability, judg- 
ment, firmness, and perseverance, which distinguished his conduct in the arduous 
and important negotiation in w'hich he had been engaged. The special appro- 
bation of the Government was conferred on the able tenor of the Resident’s 
remarks on the Vizier’s first proposed answer to the Governor-fjcnciars letter of 
the 8th of May 1812, as containing arguments the most irrefragable, in opposition 
to the weak and evasive reasoning adopted by his Excellency, with a view to 
obstruct the salutary and indispensable object of reform. 

36. The Resident was directed, on the receipt of the Govcrnor-Gencr.irs 
letter, to renew the negotiation, in the name and by the direct authority of the 
Governor-General in Council, and in the spirit of the contents of the letter 
which he was directed to enforce by such further arguments and representations 
as might, in his judgment, be calculated to improve and confirm its impression 
on his Excellency’s mind. 

37 . The above instructions to the Resident are recorded as per margin.* 

38. On the receipt of the Governor-General’s letter of the 2d of July, the 
Resident waited on the Vizier for the purpose of delivering it to his Excellency, 
and offering such remarks and explanations as might be necessary to conliitn 
and enforce the reasoning which it contained. IJeforc we state the result of the 
Resident’s proceedings on this occasion, it will be proper to notice his commu- 
nications with tlie Vizier during the interval between the latest proceedings uf 
the Resident reported to us antecedently to the preparation of the Governor- 
General’s letter and the receipt of that document by the Resident. 

3.9. Your Honourable Court will be pleased to remember, that the Resident 
was absent from Lucknow during the greater part of the month of July and 
part of August, in the execution of our instructions on the subject of the affairs 
of the Bhow Begum, the particulars of which have been reported to the Honour- 
able the Secret Committee. 

40. Previously to his departure for Fyzabad, the Resident held several con- 
ferences with the Vizier, in which he fruitlessly endeavoured to prevail on the 
V’izier to comply with the demands of the British Government on the several 
depending questions. After his return to Lucknow he lencwed his instances, 
with the aid and under the influence of the instructions of (lovcrnment of the 2d 
July, above referred to, and in the spirit of the Governor General’s letter to the 
Vizier, of which an English copj* accompanied the iuslructions, the Persian 
letter not having yet reached his hands, owing to the time lequired for rendering 
into that language a paper of such length. 

41. In the despatch reporting his proceedings,! the Resident lias stated what 
he conceived to be the real tenor and intent of the language employed by the 
Vizier on those occasions, when he departed from the reserve and silence which 
l>e usually maintained. His Excellency’s real intention the Resident declared in 
his judgment to be, to acquiesce in the proposed measure of reform so far only 

as 

* Consultations, Cd July, vide page 518. 
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as might be compatible with the unrestrained exercise oF his owti absolute 
power and the unlimited indulgence of his spirit of extortion ana rapacity. 

42. In the same despatch, the Resident has enclosed the translation of a letter 
to his address from the Vizier, under date the Slst June 1813, in which his Ex- 
cellency disavows the obligation of his written acquiescence in any measures of 
reform, and describes the instrument which conveyed it as no more than a state- 
ment of answers to certains propositions on the part of the Resident, which his 
Excellency was at liberty to abide by or depart from as circumstances might 
afterwards suggest. Your Honourable Court will determine by a reference to 
the instrument itself, recorded on the date noted in the margin,* whether this be 
a just construction of it. The Resident urged from this part of the Vizier’s letter, 
and frobi the other observations in it with respect to the reform, the justness ot 
the construction which he put on his Excellency’s language, as above stated. 

43. The Resident in his answer, a translation of which also formed an enclo- 
sure in his despatch and is recorded on the same date, replied seriatim to the 
several arguments adduced by the Vizier, and endeavoured to satisfy his Excel- 
lency of their weakness and inapplicability. The Resident especially dwelt on 
the construction put by the Vizier on the stipulation in the Treaty, and his subse- 
quent engagement with the Marquess Wellesley, that he would in all cases advise 
with the British Government. We do not think it necessary, however, to advert 
more particularly to this correspondence, which from the turn which the tran- 
saction subsequently took has become of inferior importance to what might 
otherwise have been. To this letter the Resident did not receive a reply ; hut 
in the difterent conferences which he held with the Vizier about this time, his 
Excellency continued to repeat the remarks to which it was intended as an 
answer. Major Baillie states, however, that he ultimately brought his Excel- 
lency to the alternative of the immediate execution of the measures of reform 
originally recommended to him, or of producing a written demonstration of iheii 
inconsistency with the terms of the '1‘reaty. 

44. In this state of the negotiation the Resident icceived the late Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier; and we deem it to be proper, for the more com- 
plete and satisfactory information of your Honourable Court, to transcribe in 
tliis place the following passage in the Resident's despatch of the Syth of Sep- 
tember 1813, describing the manner in which he carried into effe<;t the resolu- 
tions of the Governor-General in (amncil relative to the reform, as reported in 
the thirty-third paragraph of this letUr : 

“ Your Lordship’s letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, under 
“ date the 2d of July last, was received from the Persian Department on the 1st 
“ instant, and presented to his E.xcelieiicy on the morning of Saturday the 4th 
instant, at his country seat of Dilkoosim, when I had the honour of break- 
fasting with his Excellency. 

The nature and tendency of the only remarks and exhortations which could 
with propriety have accompanied the delivery of such a letter as this to the 
“ Vizier must be so apparent to yonr Lordship in Council as to supersede the 
“ necessity of my repeating them. I continued in conference with his Exccl- 
“ lency, after reading some portions of the letter to him, for a space of several 
“ hours, during which I laboured assiduously to direct his most serious attention 
“ to the important .and momentous crisis to“^ which the discussions between him 
“ and the British Government had been brought, by his procrastination and 
“ evasion on questions that admitted not of a dispute. 

“ Your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency I described to him as containing 
“ a final declaration of the just expectations of the Honourable Company’s 
“ Government on a number of questions that had been agitated between his 
“ Excellency and me for a period of three years, and on each of vyhich his 
“ Excellency had taken advantage of the great lenity and forbearance of the 
“ British Government, for the purpose of evading demands, the manifest justice 
“ of which had been repeatedly demonstrated by arguments that his Excellency 
“ was originally unable to combat and had long ceased to oi)po.«e. For a rera- 

° ■> » “ pitulatioii 
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« pitulatif'n of arguments I referred him to some passage# of your Lord- 
“ shii/s fuuner letters, and to several letters and niemoiials transmitted by me jg May I8li 
“ to his Excellency, particularly those of tlie I27th ot June ItJll, the I5ilj ot «_1_ 

" January and 29tti of August 1812, and the 12<)th of April, Jst of' May, and 
‘‘ 2d of July last, scaicely any of which had been lionou-ed with a reply. 

“ In reality, I observed to his Excellency, the questions to which thoitf argn- 

reents referred did not at any time admit of a dispute, and should ncirtitjMve 
« given rise to the discussion which his unhappy disposition had oct^ltlktied. 

“ The reform of his Excellency's Government was prescribed by the letter. 'jSf a 
“ treaty, and should have commenced on the conclusion of that treaty. : .'J’be 
“ delay on the paitof our Government to propose a specific plan of nUrm had 
“ been accounted foi in n satisfactory maiinci. It had arisen e.xelusivciy from a 
“ desire to render the s^stcn) as peiiect as possible, by experience of its eflects 
“ in our dominions ; and this delay could iicver obviously have afiected, in the 
** smallest decree, the ol>ligaliou, on the pan of his Excellency, to execute a plan 
“ of our suggestion whenever it should be proposed lor his adoption. A specific 
“ and unobjectionable plan had been recommended by your Lordship to his 
“ Excellency in tlie beginning of the year 1811, and the details of it had been 
' generally approved by him. Had they been disapproxed by his Excelleacy, 

“ it miglit still have been argued with force, that as the suggestions bf the 
“ liritish Government, with whose advice he had pledged himself to conform, 

“ he was bound by tlie treat}' to adopt them, and his refusal even in that case 
“ to do so, might have been considered as a violation of the treaty ; but after 
“ solemnly declaring his acquiescence in the piincipal measures that were pro- 
“ posed to him, his refusal to carry them into effect might have justly involved 
“ him in consequences which I felt the gicatest rehictanee to describe to him, 

“ and which 1 prayed to God to avert. Those consequences were feelingly 
“ refened to in your Lordsiiip’s letter to his Excellency as actually now Inuiging 
“ over him, aiul suspended alone by the moderation, the cxtramdiiuiry patience 
" and forhearance of tlie IJi non i able Company's Govcinnient, uliicli his E.xcel- 
“ lency lia<l tried to tlu .iiiiost, and whicli could scaieely be c.xpectcd to bear 
“ with his procrastination or evasion any longer. 

“'But if the Government were even still disposed to forbear, I entreated Ills 
“ Excellency to consider that the actual state of his country, as recently 
“ described by himself, called loudly for immediate reform, and must shortly, 

“ in my opinion, be such as to require a more general and comprehensive inter- 
“ ference on our part, than liis Excellency, pcrluips, was aw’are ofi for the 
“ purpose of supporting his authority and preserving the tranquillity of his 
“ dominions. 

“ His Excellency had repeatedly told me, that a fourth part of his revenue 
“ for the present year was outstanding, and that few of the principal land- 
“ holders paid any respect to his Auniiis, so that a general insurrection of the 
“ landholders might at no distant period be feared, and the aid of the British 
“ tioops to be necessarily accompanied by Ameens, in the terms of my decla- 
“ ration to his Excellency by your Lordsiiip’s especial command, was the only 
“ alternative that could remain for the sujiport of his Excellency’s authority, 

“ save his cordial concurrence with me in the execution of the measures of 
“ reform. To the cft’ecis of an interference like that described between his 
“ Excellency’s officers and his subjects, indispensable on the part of our 
“ Government for the purposes of essential justice, and perfectly warranted by 
“ the spirit of the Honourable Company’s guarantee, I entreated his Excellency 
‘‘ to attend, while forming his ultimate decision on the first and most important 
** of the questions that were argued in your Lordship’s letter, and with this 
“ exhortation I concluded my remarks on the subject of rbform.” 

4<5. When the Resident had finished his discourse on this and the other pwnts 
adverted to in the Earl of Minto’s lettcj', the Vizier, who had listened to the 
whole in silence, observed that he had long been in expectation of receiving bis 
Lordship’s letter, and was glad that it had arrived, because it would necessarily 
lead to an adjustment, in some way or other, of questions that had been too 
long unsettled, more particularly the question ofieform ; that his affairs were in 

10 A great 
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P.jiitical Letter great disorder owing to the protracted discussioo of this question, and that' h6 
from Bengal, could Tiot be at rest till it was settled. He concluded by stating his resolution 

i« May ittU. peruse the letter with care and attention, and to lose no tiaae in preparing an 
answer, expressive of his final determination on every point which it embraced. 

4-0. It is not necessary to recite the reply of the Resident, which was con- 
ceived in the spirit of his former discourse and of the instructions which he had 
received. ‘ 


47* While the Vizier was occupied in deliberating on the letter in question 
and in preparing his reply, the Resident, with a view to separate the subordinate 
topics to which it referred from the great question of reform, addressed his Ex- 
cellency on the subject of the former with a view to obtain his decision. The 
Vizier’s replies being considered by the Resident to be unsatisfactory, and to 
indicate a design to evade (he question of reform also, the Resident addressed 
bis Excellency again in more pointed language, anti received an answer to the 
following effect : — That his Excellency was sorry to obseivc the Resident’s sus- 
picions of his wish to evade or resist the demands of the British Government, as 
conveyed in Lord Minto’s letter to him ; that any longer evasion or delay was 
obviously out of the question ; that the discussion of all points in dispute had 
already lasted for years, and an end must be put to it immediately ; that resist- 
ance to the demands of the British Government was obviously out of his power, 
and no resource but acquiescence remained ; that he was occupied from morn- 
ing till night in preparing his reply to the letter, and that the Resident should 
receive it in a very few days : what then was the occasion for hurry on any par- 
ticular subject, when the whole must be settled so speedily ? The Resident’s 
importunities might perplex and disturb his Excellency, but could answer no 
beneficial end. 

4S. The purport of tliis answer persuaded the Resident, that the Vizier was 
convinccti of the necessity of acquiescing in the tleniands of tlie British Govern- 
ment witli a reference to the question of refonii and to the other questions 
agitated in Lord Minto’s letter, and lie theiefbre abstained from I’urtlier imfxjr- 
Uiiiity will) his Excellency on these lojiics until the result of his deliberations 
should be known. 

49 . The Vizier having transmitted to the Resident his reply to Lord Minto's 
letter, Major Baillie was concerned to find that it was written in the same per; 
verse and unhappy disposition of mind eviucerl hy his Excellency on former 
occasions, and such as to pieclude any reasonahie expectation of his cordial 
concurrence in the reform, or his willing concc! sion of any other of the remain- 
ing points in dispute. Immediately on the perusal of the letter, the Resident 
sent a message to his Excellency, remonstrating against the tenor of the letter 
and his intention of offering some remarks on it. Accordingly he visited the 
Vizier in a few days, and licld a long conference witli him on the subject, the 
result of whicli was the expression ofa desire, on the part of his Excellency to 
recall the letter, with a seemingly sincere resolution to alter its general spiiit, 
and to express at least in a more cordial manner his acquiescence in the system of 
reform, as well as to do immediate justice to the claims of Alee Nuckee Khan. 
The case of the latter is one of those to which we shall hereafter solicit the 
attention of your llonourablc Court. 

50. The despatch in which the foregoing proceedings of the Resident arc 
reported is recorded on the date noted in the margin,* and is the last which was 
received from the Resident during the administration of Lqid Minto. Some ot 
the Resident’s tlespatchcs of a sub-sequent date, to which we shall now advert, 
were addrcs.scd to that nobleman, but were not received at tbe Presidency until 
his Lordship had Tesigned the Goveinment into the hands ot the Earl of Moira. 
In like manner, the answer ultimately returned by the Vizier to Lord Minto .s 
Letter of the 2d July was not received until after his Lordship’s resignation of 
the Government. , 

.51. In 

* Coi^&ultatiofii8, I5th October 1813^ vw3e page 5S4u 
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. 51k In ft Ittlcf addressed to Lord Minto> under date the 2d of October, and Letiei' 

recorded as per margin,* the Resident reported the entire and cordial acquies- js?!. 

cenoe. of, tlie Vizier, not only in tire plan of reform, but in all the other de- ' ^ 

mazkds of tbe Britisli Government which had lately been agiiiated with bis 
Excellency. 

, 59. The Resident states in that despatch, that tiie Vizier having sent for the 
Resident’s Moonshee, took occasion to remark, that in consequence of tho 
Resident’s dissatisfaction with his Excellency’s letter, lie wished to alter it in the 
manner proposed by Major liaillie, and tb.en recapitulated the several points 
discussed in the Governor-General’s letter and his own sentiments on each. 

From the Moonshee’s report of his further conversation with the Vizier, Major 
Baillie gathered that his Excellency's chief objection to the reform was not to 
its principle, nor even to the general outline of tlic plan as described in Lord 
Minto’s letter of the 28th December 1810, but was founded on an article of the 
agreement between his Excellency and the Resident, dated 4tlj April 181 l,j' by 
which he considered himself bound to submit to the Resident’s inspection the 
whole of the revenue accounts of liis dominions, and to obtain that oflicer's 
approbation of every scheme of assessment of a district before the settlement 
should be can led into effect, or in other words, according to his Excellency's 
construction, to place the pov/erof the assessment of his revenue in the hands of 
the British Government or its representative, and that if this objection could be 
removed, tljerc was reasonable ground to expect the Vizici’s cordial con- 
currence in all the measures of lefonn, and his concession, partial or total, of 
every other n)atter in dispute. 

53. Knowing that the ground of his Excellency's alarm was entirely foreign 
to the intention of the Government, Major Baillie exerted himself to banish 
this apprehension from the Vizier’s mind, and to convince him that a just and 
moderate assessment of his rlominious for a fixe«l period of lime, with security 
to the landholders and cultivators for a strict adherence to the terms ot their 
engagements with the (fovcniment and with each other, was all that the Biitish 
Government had in view, and that no unwarranted, unnecessary, or indelicate 
interference in the minute details of his Excellency’s administration of his 
revenue was ever conteinpiateri ; that if no coercion were used at the time of 
the settlement with the landholders, the terms of it would necessarily he just 
and moderate ; and that unless the British troops were rcriuircil to roercc the 
Zemindars, the Resident would never consider it to be his duty to inquire at 
what rate the estate of any landholder was assessed, nor oven to seek informa- 
tion from his Excellency regarding the revenue of any pait of his dominions: 
t'nat in cases where the aid of our troops might be recjuircd, his Iilxccllency' 
would, of course, in the first instance endeavour to satisl'y himself, and would, 
deem it advisable to satisfy' the Resident by the production of authenticated 
documents that the demand to be enforced was a just one, and that beyond 
this fair and legitimate object, the British Government had no desire whatever 
to interfere between bis Excellency or his Aumils and the landholders. 

54. A number of messages are stated by the Resident to have passed between 
him and the Vizier, having reference to this particular ipiestiun, during two or 
three days ; and on the day on which the desfiatch to which wc are now referring 
was written, the Resident waited on his Excellency by appointment, and In hi 
a conference with him of several liours, vrliich terminated in tlie Vizier’s solemn 
declaration of his cordial concurrence in the gfiicral outline of the icforni 
•ecommendefl in the Governor-Generurs letter of the 28tli December 1810, and 
in all the essential details of it, and a promise, on tho part of his Excellency, witli 
tvery degree of apparent sincerity, to record that concurrence under his seal in a 
letter to the Governor-General’s address, in the terms suggested by the Resident, 
as soon as a letter could be prepared. Tin* Resident added his Excellency’s ac- 
quiescence in the other points in discussion, to which we shall hereafter refer. 

■55. The Resident concludes his despatch in the following words : “ Op 
“ taking leave this morning he (the Vizier) embraced me in the most cordial 

manner at the door of his palace, wlicie all his native courtiers aud a number 

of 

• Consultations^ 15tli October, vide page 57 0 . 
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“ of English gcnllemcn were assembled, for the purpose; as he Mated to mtlti 
“ private, ol demonstrating to his subjects at large the happy result of our 
“ conference, ami inanifesting to ail around him that the uneasiness and anxiety 
“ of his mind, which had long been apparent to his courtiers, were now 
*• entirely renmved.” 

56. In reply to Major Baillie’s despatches, the substance of which is above 
staled, recorded on the annexed date,* after expressing our satisfaction at the 
mtelligenre uhicli they containal of the Vizier's assent to the reform and the other 
points which had been lately agitated, wc expressed onr anxiety for the receipt 
of his Excellency’s promised reply to Lord Minto's Letter, and our hope that the 
delay which had occurred in its transmission was notoccassioned by any hesitation 
on the part of liis Excellency to eonlirni, in a direct address to the (Jovemor- 
General, tliose assurances which lie bad so solemnly conveyed to the Resident. 
We added, tliat until the leceijit of that letter and the Resident’s further com* 
munication.s, it nould he |>reinature to enter into any detailed remarks on the 
.subject of his late despatclies ; and we concluded by signifying to Major Baillic 
our high approlKiiion of the uianner in which he had conducted toils apparently 
favourable stage, a negotiation in wlikb he had reeeivc’d the repeated acknow- 
ledgments, approbation, and applause of this Government. 

57. On the receipt of the Vizier’s letter, accompanied by a further despatch 
from the Residentjf not however containing any thing relative to the further 
progress of the negotiation, we perceived with concern, that although 
acquiescing, in substance, in the several demands contained in Lord Minto's 
letter of L'd .fuly 1813, that acquiescence was expressed in a tone of sullen reluc- 
tance and discontent, calculated to make it ap|)ear that it was given solely on 
the urgent and icpeated remonstrances and demands of the British Government, 
and from an inability on his Excellency’s part to resist our urgency. It also 
referred, in a tone of complaint and discontent, to the delay which had occurred 
in satisfying liis Execlieney on the snbject of several of his former applications 
to this (Jovenmieiit ; a complaint obviously, from the nature of the questions to 
which they K’lci ltd, made in a spiiit of cavil and dissatisfaction, rather than 
from the impurtanee which he could uttacli to them at this particular moment. 

58. The uouhls which the contents of this letter led us to entertain of the 
sincerity of the Vizier’s promises were imfoitunately too soon lealized by the 
contents of the despatches from the Resident, to which we have the honour to 
refer your Ilonoui able Court, as leeordcd on the proceedings of the annexed 
dates, j; 

.69. It cannot he necessary to stale in any detail the contents of those dcrpatches 
which disclose the unfortunate and perverse disposition of his Excellency the 
Vizier, and allord too mneh reason to think tliat the |)rocecdings and declara- 
tions reported in tlic Resident’s <le.-putrlics of the 29th September and 2d of Octo- 
ber, were adopted in a spirit of insinceiity and deception. However that may 
he, it was obvious fioni the despatclies of tiic Resident subsequently received 
that no hopes could now be entertained of liis Excellency’s cordial adaption of 
the measures of reform to wliich he had given liis consent, or ol the accomplish- 
ment of our views with respect to the other points on which he had recently 
been urged, without a renewed application of the direct interposition of the 
Governor-General, with a view to recall his Execlieney to a course of proceed- 
ing conformable to liis pledged faith to the Biitish Government and to his own 
real interests. 

60. On reviewing the former proceedings, however, it appeared to us to^ be 
higlily probable, that a main cause of the failure of our attempts to c.arrv into 
effect the reform, was the dissatisfaction which existed in the miiidof the V izicr, by 
the tone of demand and even menace wliicli had been employed in the negotiation, 
and to the irritation created by urging his Excellency on a variety of points ol 
minor importance, and concerning our right to interfere, in which his Excellency 

might 

• Consultations, 15th October, vide page 54-2. 

t Consultations, 22d October 1813, vide page 542. 
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niigbt naturally entertain great doubts. It appeared to us, that by avoiding 
minor interventions of this description and confining our representations exclu- 
sively to matters of real public importance, affecting the essential interests and 
reputation of both States, we should be the more lively to succeed in the accom- 
plishment of the latter, while by embracing too many objects, our efforts would 
be constantly exposed to the hazard of failure. 

61. Some of those points which have recently been the subject of negotiation 
with the Vizier niighl, under the view here taken, be classed among those which 
we should not ha^■c agitated as questions of State between the lirilish Goverii^- 
ment and the Vizier; but being in some degree committed to them, it would not 
be practicable or proper, u'ith reference cither to our interest as concerned in thje, 
maintenance of our influence at the Court of Luekuow, or to the interests of the 
parties whose cause we had espoused and whose hopes we had excited, to with- 
draw from them now, wliile wg determined to avoid to the utmost practicable 
extent, the agitation of similar questions in future. 

62. Tliesc were the grounds of the resolution which we adopted when Major 
liaillie’s despatches last referred to came under our consideration ; and the lesult 
of our deliberations was, that a letter should he addressed by the (iovernor- 
(Jencral to the Vizier in the spirit of the above remarks. 

63. Your Honourable Court will he pleased to observe, that in that letter is 
included a representation to the Vizier on the subject of the pension which his 
lixcellency promised to pay to lioosein Alec Khan, the son of Hytler Beg Khan ; 
but which, for the sake of clearness, we reserve for a subsequent part of this 
despatch. After staling liis sentiments and expectations on tliat subject, the 
ft overuor- General proceeded to adveit to the question of reform. 

(i-k. His Lordship began by remarking, tliat it was a subject of no common 
importance in itself, and one on which it was peculiarly expedient that he should 
address the Vizier in this early stage of his administiation. His Lordshij) then 
observed, that the Vizier’s answer to the late Govenior-ficiieral’s letter of the 
i’d of July 1813 had expressed a distinct acquiesetiiee, on the pait of his Excel- 
lency, in the plan of reform reeommeiulcd in (he system of Ids Gov'crnment, 
and conveyed the assurance tliat it should he immediately undertaken ; that 
Major Baillie had since reported that his Exeelleney had abandoned this salutary 
intention, and had shewn a marked disinclination to listen to any of his sugges- 
tions referring to that momentous concern. His Lordship stated, that it was 
liis anxious desire and that of his colleagues, that every testimony' of attention, 
and every procedure which could uphold his Exeelleney ’s dignity, should he 
manifested by the British Governincnl ; that his Excellency’s interests, however, 
and ours were so inseparably interwoven, that it would be criminal in us did 
not we offer to him our best advice, in any conjimcture which we might think 
piegnant with evil for him ; that it was on this ground that wc Jiad urged his 
Excellency to adopt arrangements of refonn in his dominions (a right ofintcr- 
terenec secured to us by treaty), as the only mode of avoiding a convulsion not 
to he quelled hut by applications of our force, that would he discreditable for 
us, and which we consequently could not make for his Excellency's support; 
that the manner in which our troops had often been called upon to act, in order 
to dissipate commotions occasioned by the misrule and oppressive conduct of 
those cutiusted with the details of his Excellency’s affairs, liad extorted frequent 
remonstrance from this Government ; that wc felt it dishonourable for the British 
arms' to he employed in supporting injustice, and we must guard against such 
disgrace. 

65 and 66. A sense of mutual interest, his Lordship next observed, had 
forced the Britisli Government to press this point strongly. There would not, 
he said, be wanting men around his Excellency, whose advantages would suffer 
from such a reform. It was natural tliat they sliould attemjit to disinefine 
his Excellency to the measure, and to the British Government for urging it. 
i'tu y would liave no chaiicc of succeeding, his Lordship remarked, were it not 
that his Excellency’s mind might imagine tlie effect of disregard of our councils 
Would he mciely temporary’ coldness. Such a coldness could not exist, w'ithout 
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Political Letter soon degenerating first into estrangement, and then into jealousies and mis- 
constructions of the . most dangerous description. That the ultimate result 
^ ■ would be matter of deepest grief to us j to his Excellency it, would be ruin. 
That a contingency so dreadful might be precluded, the Governor-General 
entreated his Excellency to co-operate with liim in manly confidence, to 
maintain the united interests of the two Governments firm and unshaken. 
He assured his Excellency, that it should be his study to forbear, as far 
as bis duty would permit, any minor interventions which might be unplea- 
sant to his Excellency, provided he found, on the other hand, that his Excel- 
lency entered in earnest on those arrangements, and cordially maintained that 
conduct, whence we might have the gratification to estimate him as an efficient 
and zealous ally of the Honourable Company. 

67. The object, continued his Lordship, was so serious, that he assured him- 
self his Excellency could not misinterpret the frankness with which his Lord- 
ship exposed our relative situations for his Excellency's reflection. On the 
contrary, the unreserved manner in which his Lordship spoke, ought to satisfy 
bis Excellency that no doubtful sentiments remained concealed, and his Excel- 
lency should thence feel his security in a perfect reliance on this Government 

68. His Lordship concluded by stating, that Major Baillie, who possessed bis 
full confidence, was instructed to make this principle the guide of the commu- 
nications which he would have the honour of holding with his Excellency the 
Vizier ; and by expressing his ardent hope, that his Excellency would prove 
his correspondence to these dispositions, by the liberal and sincere trust which 
he would repose in that gentleman. The foregoing letter from the Governor- 
General to the Vizier, and instructions issued to the Resident under the same 
date, are recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin.* 

69. On the proceedings of the dates noted in the raargint are recorded two 
despatches from the Resident received shortly after the despatch of the fore- 
going letter, and the instructions to the Resident which accompanied it, con- 
taining translations of the continuation of his correspondence with the Vizier, 
of which the preceding part is enclosed in the Resident’s despatches already 
referred to in the fifty-eighth paragraph. 

70. In a despatch of the 19th February, recorded on the annexed date,"]: the 
Resident reported his receipt of the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier 
above referred to, together with another, under date the 31st December, rela- 
tive to the will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, to which we have adverted in the two 
hundred and twelfth and following paragraphs of our general letter in this de- 
partment, under date the 31st March last, and his proceedings on the occasion 
of delivering those letters to the Vizier. 

71. Major Baillie prefaced the delivery and perusal of the letters with obser- 
vations of a- conciliatory and friendly nature, calculated to dispose his Excellen- 
cy’s mind to a favourable reception of the representations and demands of the 
British Government, as expressed in those documents. After referring to the 
apparently satisfactory termination of all the late discussions, and the unfortu- 
nate recurrence of a difference of opinion, and consequent interruption of the 
harmony which had for a while prevailed between his Excellency and the Resi- 
dent, Major Baillie observed, that it must be highly satisfactory and gratifying 
to the Vizier, to perceive in the letters which he was about to present to him a 
sentiment of cordial friendship, a feeling of personal regard, a disposition to 
soothe and conciliate, to concede when concession might be practicable, and to 
abstain from unnecessary interference in the concerns of his Excellency’s Go- 
vernment, as well as from controversial discussions to the utmost possible 
extent, combined with a resolution to give advice on occasions which might 
require interference, with a view to the mutual benefit of both States or to his 
Excellency’s honour and advantage, and to urge that advice on such occasions 

(since 

* Consultations, 7th January, vide page 579. 
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(since to refrain were a dereliction of duty) in terms of dignified firmness, but 
in the spirit of cordial friendship and with expressions of thesincerest regard. 

78. Hie Resident then proceeded to discuss the question of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan’s jttoperty, which, as above stated, has already been reported to your 
Honourable Court, and then read and delivered the letter relating to the ques- 
tion of reform and .the pension to Hoosein Alee Khan. 

I i 

,73. Very little ,conver^tion took place on this subject, the Vizier stating his 
intention to peruse and consider the letter and to appoint an early day for con- 
versing with the Resident. 

74. The Resident, iuHhe same letter, reported that although he had not at 
the date of it received from the Vizier any communication relative either to the 
reform or to the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan, he was disposed to augur the 
most salutary effects and impressions on his Excellency’s mind from the tenor 
of the Governor-General's letter on those subjects, and from the friendly and 
conciliatory observations on his own part with which the delivery of the letter 
was accompanied, in conformity to our instructions. 

7<S>. We signided to the Resident our approbation of the tenor of his obser- 
vations to the Viziepon the above occasion, and generally of the manner in 
which he had executed our instructions ; but we suspended any further remarks 
or directions, until we should be apprized of the effect produced on the Vizier’s 
mind by the Governor-General’s letter and the proceedings of the Resident.* 

76. On the proceedings of the date noted in the marginf is recorded the 
reply of the Vizier to the Governor-General's letter of the 7th January, together 
with a letter from his Excellency to the Resident, on the occasion of transmit- 
ting it, and the Resident’s despatch enclosing the above-mentioned documents, 
and stating his sentiments and reflections on their contents. 

77* In the letter to the Resident, the Vizier stated his intention of adopting a 
suggestion of the Resident for dividing his territory into districts yielding from 
two lacs to two lacs and a half of rupees per annum, and placingin charge of these 
districts Ameens of respectable character with adequate salaries, and over every 
ten or twelve of such Ameens placing an officer of high rank, respectability, and 
integrity, with a suitable salary, in the character ofZillahdar; and his Excellency 
stated, that he would search for proper persons to fill those offices, and having 
done so would furnish them with instructions to publish proclamations and 
prepare revenue papers, in the manner desired by the Resident. 

78. In reply to the Governor-General, his Excellency commenced by signi- 
fying his acquiescence in his Lordship's recommendation relative to Hoosein Alee 
Khan’s pension, as will be noticed hereafter. He then proceeded to reply to 
tliat part of the letter which related to the question of reform. 

79. It would be difficult, if not impracticable, to give your Honourable 
Court a correct notion of the spirit and tenor of the Vizier’s letter by an abstract 
of its contents ; we must, therefore, request your attention to the document 
itself recorded as per margin.;}: 

80. Your Honourable Court will observe, that his Excellency is profuse in 
expressions of gratitude and attachment to the British Government; that he 
disclaims the smallest intention to disregard its advice ; that he professes to 
entertain no objection to, or desire to resist the introduction of the plan of 
reform recommended by Lord Minto ; that he rejects the possibility of his 
being misled by designing men to oppose the wishes of the British Government, 
^nd relies with implicit confidence on its zealous and disinterested friendship 
and regard for his interests and honour; but that he carefully avoids any assur- 
ance of undertaking and carrying into effect the arrangements which have so 

often 
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often been recommended, and which it was a particular object of the Governor- 
General’s last letter to urge him to accede to. 

81 . The Resident, in his despatch which accompanied the Vizier’s letter, 
observed, that there appeared to iiim to arise out of his Excellency’s letter two 
questions, on which it would be necessary for him (the Resident) to be fur- 
uished with instructions for his guidance } first, the expediency of acquiescing 
in the mode of conducting the reform, stated in the Vizier’s letter to the Resi- 
dent, above quoted, and referred to in the letter to the Governor-General, and 
which, in the opinion of Major Baillie, was intended to preclude any useful 
interference on his part; and secondly, whether the British troops should be em- 
ployed in support of the measures of the Vizier, having for their professed object 
a reform in the administration of his revenue, without reference to the justice 
and expediency or to the real object of those measures. 

82. On eacli of these questions the Resident offered some observations, for 
which we beg leave to refer to his despatch.* He concluded by stating, that 
he had abstained from offering any remonstrance to the Vizier on the tenor of 
his letter to the Governor-General, partly, as he expressed himself, from an 
idea, combined with a feeble expectation, that the view which he had taken of 
it might hereafter appear to be erroneous, and partly from a fear of interrupting 
the harmony which subsisted between his Excellency and himself, and which 
had been manifested, on the part of his Excellency, by his voluntary and 
•inexpected concession of a few subordinate points on which the Resident had 
ceased to urge him. 

83. On an attentive consideration of the documents above referred to, it 
appeared to us that although the general tenor of the Vizier’s letter to the 
Governor-General was sutficiently friendly, and professed a disposition on the 
part of the Vizier to listen to the advice of the British Government, it was 
impossible not to jrerceive that his Excellency entertained a decided repug- 
nance to the particular plan of reform, which, in consequence of his own 
request, was submitted to him by the Earl of Minto, in his Lordship’s letter of 
the 2Sth of December ISIO, and to any modification of it commensurate with 
the sentiments and wishes of the British Government on that important point. 
Eveiy mode of argument, exhortation, and warning, every appeal to his Excel- 
lency’s pride, judgment, humanity^ and love of justice, had been resorted to in 
vain to obtain his acquiescence in that particular plan of reform which the 
British Government had considered and declared to be, according to its belief, 
the only cfiectual remedy for the disorders of his Excellency’s administration. 
We could no longer, then, entertain hopes of success from any further endea- 
\ ours short of compulsion, to carry that measure in the precise form in which 
It had hitherto been urged. 

84. Wliile we lamented the perverse and unenlightened policy which induced 
the Vizier to reject that system of administration recommended to his adoption 
by the British Government, and which his own experience of its success in the 
Ceded I’rovinces might enable him correctly to appreciate, it did notappeal>to 
us that, under a just and fair construction of the obligations of the alliance, we 
were entitled to proceed to the only measure of a compulsory nature which 
was ever suggested, namely, a renewal and direct demand, founded on the sti- 
pulations of the treaty, accompanied by a menace of withholding the aid of the 
British troops in sujiport of his Excellency’s authority, in case of his refusal. 

85. The arguments employed in the instructions issued by the late Gover- 
nor-General in Council on a like occasion, of which the substance is stated in 
the one hundred and fifty-third and following paragraphs of the despatch to 
your Honourable Court under date the 15th October 1811, appeared to us to 
be precisely applicable to the stale at wliich the negotiation had now arrived, 
and they were strengthened and confirmed by the renewed failure ot every 
attempt to influence the judgment and feelings of the Vizier. Even admitting 
that his Excellency was induced by a repetition of our demands, whetlier 

acconi- 


* Consultations, 25th Maich, vide page G01-. 



accompanied or not toy sueh a'inanbce, to give h reluctant assent to the measure 
geiverally« it was obvious to us that no vigilance or care would Suffice to prevent 
him, ifsoaisposed, from frustrating itin detail, without a complete infraction of that 
part of the stipulation which provides that the reform shall be carried into effect 
by bis Excellency and through his own officers. 

S6» The conclusion was inevitable, namely, that the specific plan of reform 
proposed to the Vizier by Lord Minto must be relinquished, or insisted on as 
the alternative of a resolution on our part, which would amount to a dissolution 
of the existing relations between the two Stales. The principles of justice and 
good faith, as well as of political expediency, forbade the adoption of the latter 
course, and thus imposed on our minds the necessity of desisting from the fur- 
ther prosecution of the object. 

^7. While, however, the relinquislnucnt of the specific plan of reform above 
referred to was unavoidable, it by no iixeans followed that the hope of introducing 
a reform into his Excellency’s administration from which considerable practical 
benefit might arise need be abandoned. Tliere could, indeed, br; no doubt that 
a plan abstractedly of inferior ability and efficacy, in which the Vizier should 
cordially concur, would in practice produce the beneficial results contemplated 
by the British Government, belter than the most judicious system of regulations 
which his Excellency might ostensibly adopt and secretly counteract. 

88. We were happy to observe, that the tenor of the Vizier’s letter to the Go- 
vernor-General aflbrded an opening for renewing the negotiation on this footing ; 
and the Governor- General accortlingly addressed a reply to his Excellency, con- 
ceived in terms which were calulatcd to encourage liis Excellency toopenhis 
mind to the Resident, and to state his own views in such a manner as to lay a 
foundation for the discussion, and eventual adoption of a plan, which though not 
embracing the full scope of the wise and beneficial system which had been 
recommended to him, might yet combine the advantages of a considerable prac- 
ticable improvement in the conduct of his administration and the condition of his 
subjects, with a cordial disposition, on his own part, to give it full effect. 

89. The letter addressed to his Excellency by the Governor-General on this 
occasion is recorded on the annexed date,* and we request tlie particular atten- 
tion of your Honourable Court to its contents. We accompanied the transmis- 
sion to the Resident of an English copy of that letter with instructions, in which 
we stated our view of the question, and our con$c<iueut resolution, as conveyed 
in the Governor-Generars letter to the Vizier. 

90. We directed the Resident to accompany the delivery of the letter with a 
discourse on his own part adapted to the spirit of its contents, and to endeavour, 
by every method of courtesy and conciliation, to engage his Excellency to throw 
oflf that reserve which must ever be an obstacle to the success of any plan, and 
appeals to have been fostered by the controversial turn which the former discus- 
sions concerning the reform luilortuiiately but unavoidably assumed. 

91. The footing on which it was our desire that the negotiation should be 
recommended, would not, we observed, tend, as the former naturally did, to 
generate asperity, both of sentiment and expression, which unknown to the 
parties engaged in the discussion must imperceptibly and unavoidably mix in 
a long protracted controversy, animated on one side by a sense of wounded 
pride, jealousy, and apprehension of the loss of independent authority, and 
of the means of gratifying the passion of cupidity j and on the other, by 
the more honorable feelings of ardent and honest zeal for the reputation of 
the allied Governments and the interests of bumanitf. 

9f. We stated that the object of the Resident’s endeavours should be, and 
we were satisfied would be, to acquire the Vizier’s confidence, by shewing 
his Excellency that he was not seeking to force any particular measures on 
him, but was desirous of knowing what the Vizier himself proposed, that 
the Resident might co-operate with h is Excellency in the details if the 

general 
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Polaical Letter general system were calculated to mfeet the t)bjoBt !n t^lew, or state to him 
i™Ma/iii 4 . frankly the inefflcacy of his plan if it should be really delusive. 

93. We particularly dwelt on the advantage of abstaining from the expres- 
sion of any suspicions of the Vizier’s sincerity. The indication of such a 
feeling must, we observed, necessarily destroy all confidence, while by awaken, 
ing his pride and interest to the importance of acting up to the professions 
wWch he had made in his letter to the Governor General, the ends of 
Government might be attained, if not to the utmost desirable extent, at 
least to such a degree as to ensure considerable practical benefit. 

94. We added, that while we were prepared to give up the attempt to 
prevail on the Vizier to adopt the particular system of administration which 
we were desirous that lie should adopt, and to be satisfied with one of a more 
imperfect character, it would still be essential to maintain in its full force the 
right of the British Government to satisfy itself of the propriety of affording 
the aid of its troops in support of the authority of his Excellency or the 
officers of his Government. The objections to the abandonment or com- 
promise of this right, under any circumstances short of the actual introduction 
into the Vizier’s dominions of a plan of administration which would preclude 
the hazard of the British troops being called o!i to act in support of oppres- 
sion and injustice, are too obvious to require to be stated. 

95 . ^V"c concluded by expressing our reliance on the exertion by the 
Resident of his utmost skill, address, and discretion, for the accomplishment 
of our views, described in the foregoing paragraphs and in the Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier. Our instructions to the Resident are recorded 
on theproceedings noted in the margin.* 

9f>. On the Proceedings of the date noted in the margin! is recorded a 
despatch from the Resident, in which he acknowledges the receipt of our 
instructions of the SJth March, with an English copy of the Governor-Gene- 
ral’s letter to the Vizier of the same date. 

97- Major Baillie, after observing that he had repeatedly, in the course 
of his discussions with the Vizier, invited his Excellency to propose a plan 
of his own, and had earnestly entreated him to communicate his sentiments 
with freedom on any part of Lord Miuto’s plan which he might deem objec- 
tionable, states it to be his opinion, that the repugnance manifested by the 
Vizier to the reform was to the principle of the measure, and not to any 
specific plan, nor to the details of the system proposed to him.. Major Baillie 
adds, that the alternative of suggesting a plan of his own to be substituted 
for that proposed by Lord Minto, although frequently offered by him (the 
Resident), had never yet formed the subject of a direct address to the Vizier 
from the Governor-General, and that he predicted a good effect from the 
impression on his Excellency’s mind of an offer so liberal and friendly, con- 
veyed directly to his Excellency by the Governor-General, and accompanied 
by a resolution to adhere to the spirit of the declaration which was formerly 
conveyed to his Excellency, relative to the employment of British troops in 
supporting the demands of his Aumils. 

98. We have since learned by a private communication from the Resident, 
that he had delivered to the Vizier the Governor-General’s letter of the 35th, 
but that his Excellency had declined, on account of indisposition, to enter 
into a discussion on the subject of the interview at which it was presented. 

99 . Here, wc presumdi the negotiation must be suspended, until his 
Excellency shall come forward with his plan of reform ; and we shall, there- 
fore, for the present close the narrative of our proceedings, intending to 
lesum .' it at a future period. 

100. We now proceed to advert to the other qu’estions which have lately 
been agitated at the Court of the Vizier. 

101. 01 

* Coiisultiiiions, 2.5th Marcli, vide page 608. t Consndtations, ICth May, vide page 611. 
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101. Of those subjects of negotiatiou pending with the Vizier, reported in 
the dUpatches of the Govemori-General in Council of the 15th October 
1811 and of subsequent dates, some have been satisfactorily adjusted. 

102. In the two hundred and eighty-eighth and following paragraphs of the 
despatch. of the 15th June 1813 in this department, the final consent of the Vizier 
to the employment of our troops stationed in Oude in the pursuit and apprehension 
of banditti and other offenders flying from the adjacent districts in the Honour- 
able Company’s dominions for refuge within the tcrriiory of the Vizier, an 
arrangement to which a high degree of importance has always been attached, was 
duly reported to your Honourable Court, together with the substance of the 
antecedent correspondence and negotiation which terminated in that satisfactory 
result. The Governor-General expressed to the Vizier, in his letters of the 5th of 
March and 2d July, the gratification experienced by the Britisli Government at 
his Excellency’s ultimate compliance with our urgent representations on this 
subject. No complaints having reached us, on cither side, relative to the 
operation of this arrangement, we have every reason to hojie that it has been 
found to answer the purpose for which it was adopted. The improvement which 
it is calculated to effect in the police of the neighbouring districts is too manifest 
to require observation. 

103. Your Honourable Court will have observed in many parts of the cor- 
respondence witii the Resident at Lucknow, and especially in his despatch of 
the 31st August 1812, recorded as per margin,* reference made to complaints 
on the part of native officers and sepoys in the Honourahle Company’s service, 
of acts of injustice and violence committed against them by the Vizier’s officers. 
The difficulty which these unfortunate and aggrieved persons experienced in 
finding redress, formed the subject of repeated remonstrances to the Vizier by the 
Resident. We do not think it necessary' to icfcr to the specific cases; hut your 
Honourable Court will have the satisfaction to observ'e, that the Vizier ultimately 
suggested a mode of settling questions of this nature, which met with our entire 
concurrence, and may, v/t hope, be the means of preventing or affording speedy 
and substantial redress for such giievanccs in future. His Excellency’s propo- 
sition was, that the case should be decided on the oath of the party aggrieved ; 
and he engaged, in all cases of urgency so substantiated, to compel his officers 
to make compensation, or otherwise render ju^ticc.f 

104. The disputes which existed between his Excellency the Vizier and their 
Highnesses theBhow Begum and Shunis-oon-Nissa Begum, have also been either 
terminated or put in a train of adjustment. We propose to submit to your 
Honourable Court a summaiy of our proceedings in the case of each of these 
ladies, in fulfilment of the assurance expressed in the despatch from this depart- 
ment of the 15th June 1813 and 3 1st of March last 

105. The differeuccs between the Vizier and the Bhow Begum related, first, 
to the supeiintendents of thekhassand khoord muhl of the late Nawaub 
Shoojn-ood-Dowlah and the management of the jaidad assigned for their support; 
ieooudly, to the vexatious and unwarrantable encroachments and aggressions of 
the Vizier’s Atunils on the lands composing the jaidad and her Highness’s 
personal jagiers. 

106. In the two hundred and fifty-sixth paragraph of a despatch of the 
15th October 1812, the Governor-General in Council had the honour to apprize 
your Honourahle Court of riie restoration of Tuhsecn Alee Khan to the office of 
Nazir of the khoord muhl, from which he had unjustly, and in direct violation 
of the rights of the Begum, as guaranteed by the Honourable Company, been 
displaced by the Vizier.^ 

107 . The re-appointment of Tuhseen Was not made without manifest signs of 
reluctance on the part of the Vizier, who is stated by the Resident, in tlie des- 
patch recorded as per margin, to have carried the arrangement into eft’ect in a 
manner the most ungracious, and to have either encouraged or connived at the 

intrigues 
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PrtiaicMi Uuer Intrigues of ipterested persons, to excite some of the women of the khoord naubl 
fnm Bengal, resist the apthoriiv of Tuhseen and the deputy whom be appointed to aet on his 
■ behalf. 

103. These women, on pretence of grievtinccB sustained at the hands of 
Tuhseeu and his deputy, and of serious curtailment of tbeir allowance (fot which 
there was some foundation, originating, however, in the measures of the Viaier 
iiiiiiself), excited the utmost degree of clamour and disturbance at Fyzabad ; and 
a nun>ber of them actually departed from that city, in dchance of decency and 
decorum, and proceeded to Lucknow, from whence they declared they would not 
depart until these alleged grievances should he redressed. 

109 . Her Highness the Begum addressed a letter to the Governor -General, 
which is recorded on the proceedings of the ilate noted in the margin,* representing 
the dissentions and intrigues in the khoord muhl, and claiming the good offices 
of the British Government in suppressing them and maintaining Tuhseen Alee 
Khan in his office, anti herself in the rights which she derived from public 
engagements between the Biitish fJovcinment and the Vizier. 

1 10. Before the pressure of business enabled the Governor- General to reply to 
her Highness, tlie efforts of the Resident, and a returning sense of justice and pro- 
priety' on the part of the Vizier, effected a suppression of the disturbances. 
Tusheen Alee Khan was firmly established in the office of Nazir, under the 
authority of the Begum, and the women wlio had proceeded to Lucknow made 

their submission to Tuhsceh and returned to Fyzabad. 

* ^ 

111. The despatches from the Resident in which the progress and termination 
of this affair aie icported are recorded on the proceedings of the annexed dutcs.l 

1 !£?. In a former part of this despatch we have referred to the Vizier’s letter 
to the Governor-General on the subject of the Bhow Begum’s complaints, and 
his own charges against her Highness, the latter of which are frivolous in the 
extreme. His Excellency’s letter is rccoided on the annexed date but as tlie 
disputes to which it refers were in the end satisfactorily adjusted, wc do not 
‘ deem it necessary to make any more detailed observations on the subject. 

113. It is proper, however, to refer your IIoHourable Court to a letter from 
tlie Begum to the Governor-Geuer/il recoided as per margin, § and anulheF from 
hei Highness to the Resident, stating at length the oppressions and encroach- 
ments of the Vizier’s Auniils on the lands of her jagier, and to a despatch from 
the Resident reporting the restitution to her Highness’s officers of nineteen vil- 
lages w’hich had been usurped by tlie Vizier’s Aumil of Baraitch, and his Excel- 
lency’s agreement to submit the remaining points at issue between himself and the 
Begum to the arbitration of the Resident, and to abide by his award. 

114. Wc experienced great satisfaction from this result, which derives a degree 
of importance, disproportioned perhaps to the immeriiate objects in debate, fioin 
the manner in wliich the public faith of the British Government is, as is known 
to your Honourable Court, involved in the maintenance of the just rights of the 
Begum. The satisfaction of Government on this occasion was expressed to the 
Vizier in Lord Minto’s letter to his Excellency of tlie 2(1 of July 1813. The 
Governor-General also addressed a letter to the Begum, to the same effect, on 
that date. 11 

1 15. No difl’ercnces have since arisen between his Excellency and the Begum, 

as far as we arc informed. ' 

116 . In the two hundred and eighty-fifth and following paragraphs of tlie 
despatch of the 15 th October 1812, the Governor-General in Council repotted 
to your Honourable Court the proceedings of this Government with relation to 

• ‘ her 

a ConiultatioDS, 2d July 1813, vide page 4.34. 

f Consiultationi. 25th June, and 4th July 1812; 8th Japaury, and 2d July 1815, vide pages 
291, 298, 321, and 409, et seq. 

t Coniultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 443. 
f Cimsultationi, 2d July, vide pages 474, 493, and 496, 

II Consultations, 2d July, vide pages 506 and 512. 
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her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum (the widow of the Nawaub Asuf-ood- 
Oowlah) up to that date, including the instructions issued to the Resident to 
endeavour to effect a commutation of her Highness’s jagier for a fixed payment 
in money. * 

117. In pursuance of her Highness's declared intention, she quitted the domi- 
nions of his Excellency the Vizier and retired to Elahabad, where every arrange- 
ment for her honourable reception and comfortable accommodation had been 
previously concerted between the Resident and the Magistrate, and where her 
Highness continues to reside. 

118 Before her Highness’s departure, every effort was made by the Resident 
to effect a reconciliation between the Vizier and the Begum ; but owing to the 
unkindness and illiberality of the Vizier, on the one hand, and the strong sense of 
resentment felt by the Begum at his Excellency’s conduct on the other, it was 
impracticable to restore even the appearance of harmony between them, or to 
prevent the Begum from departing from his Excellency’s dominions. 

119 . It is unnecessary to occupy the time of your Honourable Court by a 
recital of the particulars of the quarrel between her Highness and the Vizier, or 
of the negotiation of the Resident with both those personages, for the purpose of 
composing these differences and inducing the Vizier to adopt a more generous 
and friendly conduct towards his sister-in-law, a lady of the highest rank and 
most respectable character and conduct. 

120 . The Resident’s despatches, togetlier with the letters addressed by the 
Nawaub and the Begum to the late Governor-General, and his Lordship’s reply 
are recorded as per margin.* 

121. The Vizier assented without much difficulty to the proposed commuta- 
tion of the jagier for a fixed stipend ; an arrangement which was also extended 
to the khassa or allowance of provisions furnished to the Begum and her house- 
hold from his Excellency’s kitchen. Considerable difficulty was, however, 
experienced in adjusting the details of this arrangement, from the difficulty of 
reconciling the statements of his Excellency the Vizier and the Begum of the 
value of the two objects of commutation. They have at length been adjurted 
by the zealous exertions of the Resident, in a manner which, though not equal 
to the just expectations of the Begum, will yet aflbrd her liberal means of sup- 
port, while a more favourable arrangement could not be effected without consi- 
derable difficulty. It is proposed, that the amount at which her Highness’s 
stipend has been fixed, viz. Sicca Rupees 7,263 per mensem, shall be paid to her 
Highness from the treasury of the Collector of Elahabad, an equal sum being 
received by |he Resident at Lucknow from the Vizier. 

122. One claim of the Begum on the Vizier still remains unadjusted, viz. the 
restitution of certain lands, houses, and gardens at Delhi, which belonged to 
her Highness’s ancestors and have been assumed by the Vizier. The satisfaction 
of this claim constituted one of the demands contained in the late Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier of the 2d of July 1813, and his Excellency’s assent 
to it, with a reservation of certain rights of her brother stated to be founded on 
the Mohummudan law, was communicated to this Government in the Resident’s 
despatch recorded on the annexed date.f We request, however, to add, that 
the promise remains unfulfilled. 

123. The recovery of these possessions will, of course, continue to be an 
object of the Resident’s attention under his instructions. 

124 . The only remaining points of negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier 
to which it is necessary for us to solicit the attention of your Honourable Court 
Me, first, the claim of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan to the restitution of certain 
hereditary possessions seized by the Vizier’s Aumil of the district of Sandee, and 
payment of the rents and profits arising from those possessions, while he was 
depilved of them ; and, secondly, the case of Hoosein Alee Khan. 

125. The 

* Congultationi, SOtli October; 1812 aad 26th February, 2d and SOth July 1813 ; vide pages 320, 
559, and 435 et seq. 

t Consultationi, 15th October 1813, vide page S34. 
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125. The claims of Alee Nuckee Khan, and' the representation whidi the 
British Government judged it proper to address to the Vizier with a view to 
obtain justice ibr him, were first brought to the notice of your Honourable 
Court in the one hundred and forty-second and one hundred and forty-third 
paragraphs of a despatch from tlie Vice-President in Council in this department, 
under date the 27th of July 1811 ; and in the two hundred and twelfth para- 
graph of the letter of the 1 1th of June 1812, the Governor-General in Council 
reported the renewal of his Lordship in Council’s instances in behalf of the 
Moonshee in the letter addrcssetl by his Lordship to the Vizier on the 8th of 
May of that year. 


126. The unremitting efforts of the Resident to obtain from the Vizier an 
order to his Aumil of Sandee to restore to Alee Nuckee the lands and other pos- 
sessions, his right to which could not be disputed, being unavailing, the late 
Governor-General deemed it proper to bring the subject again under the notice 
of the Vizier, and to call on his Excellency to do justice to this much-injured 
individual, in his letter to the Vizier of the 2d of July 181.8, where the principal 
facts of the case are recapitulated, and his Excellency is solemnly called on to 
see justice done to the Moonshee, who as being a servant of the British Govern- 
ment was considered to possess a claim to the support of that Government in a 
case of gross and manifest injustice. 

127. The result of that appeal to his Excellency was the restitution of the 
greater part of the Moonshee’s property, although complete restitution is still 
withheld. The orders of the Vizier were reported to us in the despatch from 
Uie Resident recorded on the date noted in the margin.* 


128. The proceedings of the Resident in this case are reported in the several 
despatches from the Resident and the correspondence with the ^Vizier recorded 
in the dates noted in the margin,f which have been already referred to in draw- 
ing the notice of your Honourable Court to the other points depending with his 
Excellency the Vizier. 

129. Tlie origin of the interference of the British Government in the case 
of Hoosein Alec Khan, and the ill success of his endeavours to obtain justice 
for that unfortunate person and the other members of the family of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan, from whom their patrimony was withheld by the elder brother, 
Akbur Alee Khan, arc already before your Honourable Court, in the letters 
from this department under dates the 8ih February 1808, 30th October 1810, 
and 27th July 1811 ; and in the fourteenth paragraph of the latter despatch is 
reported the substance of a letter addressed by the Vice-President (General 
Hewett) to the Vizier, calling on his Excellency to restore to Hoosein Alee 
Khan and the indigent members of the family the pension of one lac of rupees 
per annum enjoyed by the family of Hjder Beg Khan until the accession of the 
Vizier, as the only means of relieving their distress. 

130. In the Governor-General’s letter of the 8th of May, the case of Hoosein 
Alee Khan is again pressed on the Vizier, as one in which every consideratipn of 
justice, honour, and humanity, demanded a favourable decision. The Governor- 
General also stated to his Excellency, that as the British Government had, at 
his Excellency’s express desire, taken an active part in this affair, his Lordship 
was thereby so pointedly engaged, that he could not cease from troubling his 
Excellency on the subject, until either a due proportion of the family property 
should be made over to Hoosein Alee Khan, or the provision originally granted 
to the family should have been restored and assigned for the support of that 
much-injured person. His L^ordship added, that as the facts jderived from his 
Excellency’s own representations precluded all expectation of the former, the 
adoption of the latter arrangement became indispensably just and necessary. 

131. The 


# Consultations, 15ih October, vieje page 54*0, 
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October 1813; and 7tU and 2l8t January 1814; vide pages 883, 895, 409, 527, 5S4f, 542, 567, and 5 
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131. The Vieier’a reply to thfe part of the Govemor-Gencrars letter, mucal Letter 

and the reports of the ^sident or his endeavours to obtain a favourable from Uengiil, 

answer, afe recorded on the proceedings to which such frequent reference has *** May l au. 

already been made. 

132. It was obvious that the Vizier was entirely indisposed to pay tlic slightest 
attention to the urgent and reiterated representations of the British Government 
in favour of Hoosein Alee Khan, and the Governor-General in Council consider- 
ing himself called on, both by the circumstances of the case and the share 
already taken in it by the British Government, at the express invitation of the 
Vizier, to pursue the subject with unabated perseverance, his Lordship recurred 
in his letter to his Excellency of the 2d July 1813, to the situation of Hoosein 
Alee Khan, and his claims on the justice and humanity of the Vizier. 

133. In that letter Lord Minto declared his unalterable conviction of the 
right of Hoosein Alee Khan to the restoration of the [tension granted to the 
family of Hyder Beg Khan by the late Vizier Asuf-ood-Dowlah, through the , 
mediation of Lord Cornwallis, and enjoyed until the accession of the present 
Vizier. His Lordship remarked, that his deliberate judgment on this point had 
been recently stated to the Vizier by the Resident in a letter to his Excellency, to 
which he had made no reply. His Lordship stated,* that the actual grant of 
the stipend, and the receipt of it by the family till his Excellency's accession, 
were capable of the most undoubted proof, and that the Resident had repeatedly 
declarea his readiness to prove tlie facts, either by a reference to the records of 
the Residency, or by the cvi(|euce on oath of respectable inhabitants of Luck- 
now ; that his Excellency’s ignorance, therefore, of the circumstance of the 
original grant, the only ground on which he had refused the restoration of the 
stipend, might be removed at his pleasure. 

134. His Lordship added, that he considered himself entitled, under the 
specific authority which the British Government derived from the Vizier’s letter 
to Mr. Wellesley of the 26th of October 1801, which will be in the recollection 
of your Honourable Court to call on his Excellency to restore to this unfortunate 
family the means of subsistence of which they had so long been deprived, with- 
out any ground of alleged misconduct, excepting in the case of the elder bro- 
ther, Akbur Alee Khan, whose disgraceful and inhuman conduct towards his 
brother only constituted an additional and most powerful argument for the resto- 
ration of the stipend in favour of the latter, and of those branches of the family 
who were left in a condition of distress by Akbur Alee’s unjust appropriation 
of the property of his deceased father. 

135. The Governor-General concluded by again referring the Vizier to the 
Vice-President’s letter of 15th Mar, ch 1811, and informing his Excellency that 
the Resident was instructed to renew his instances to the Vizier on the sub- 
ject, and that it was the hope and expectation of his Lordship that his Excel- 
lency would attend to the Resident’s representations. 

136. In deliberating on this subject, it occurred to the Governor-General in 
Council that if the repugnance of the Vizier to restore the stipend to the family 
of the late Hyder Beg Khan continued to be insurmountable, it would be for 
the interest of Hoosein Alee Khan to accept a compromise, by receiving from 
his Excellency, for his own use and that of his immediate family, a proportion 
(one-fourth for example) of the original stipend ; and the Resident was therefore 
authorized to accede to an arrangement framed on this principle, if he should 
judge it to be advisable. 

137. The agreement of the Vizier to grant to Hoosein Alee Khan and the other 
indigent members of the family of Hyder Beg Khan a stipend of two thousand 
rupees per mensem, is reported in the letter from the Resident to which we have 
already so often referred,! as containing the apparently happy termination of the 
negcrtiation renewed by the Resident on the basis of the Governor-General’s 
letter of the 2d of July 1813. 

138. We 

* Consultations, 15th May 181S, vide page 404. 
t Consultations, 15th October 181S, vide page 540. 
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138. We have already solicited the attention of your Honourable Court to the 
Vizier’s reply to Lord Minto’s letter, as referring to the question of reform. 

1 39. On reverting to that part of his Excellency’s letter* which contains his 
reply to the application in favour of Hoosein Alee Khan, your Honourable 
Court will observe that his Excellency, after again disclaiming the rights of 
Hoosein Alee Khan to the pension, and repeating his ignorance of the original 
grant, the enjoyment of it by the family of Hyder Beg Khan or the subsequent 
resumption, states that being sincerely disposed to promote the Governor- 
General’s satisfaction to tiie utmost of liis power, he had, at the suggestion of 
Major Baillie, assigned the sum of two thousand rupees per mensem “ for the 
“ maintenance and support (if all the surviving members of the family if the 
“ late Hyder Beg Khan ” 

140. It is superfluous to observe to your Honourable Court, that the object of 

the original interposition of the British Government in the affairs of the family 
of Hyder Beg Khan, was the restitution by Akbur Alee Khan to his brother of 
a share of the property of their father, which the former had unjustly appro- 
priated; and that on the failure of this primary object through the contumacy of 
Akbur Alee Khan and tlie unjust partiality of the Vizier, the efforts of the 
Government were directed to obtain from his Excellency, as the only other mode 
of redressing the wrongs of Hoosein Alee Khan, the restoration, in favour of 
that person and tlie other indigent members of the family, of the whole or a part 
of the pension originally assigned for the wliole of the family and resumed by 
the Vizier. , 

141. The compliance of his Excellency could, therefore, only be received by 
us as referiing to a provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, and the other indigent 
branches of tlie family, to the exclusion of Akbur Alee Khan, whose unjust and 
cruel conduct to his brother and the rest of the family alone gave rise to the 
discussion. His Excellency alleged that he complied with the letter of Lord 
Minto’s application, which he stated was for the restoration of the allowance to 
the family of Hyder Beg Khan, including, as his Excellency argued, the wife 
anil family of Akbur Alee; but this interpretation of Lord Mmto’s words is 
rejected by the whole tenor of the correspondence and proceedings on the sub- 
ject. 

142. Your Honourable Court will therefore learn, with no less surprise than 
we did, that when the Resident came to discuss the details of the arrangement 
with the V/zicr, his Excellency not only refused to confirm the distribution of 
the pension of two thousand rupees per mensem, proposed by the Besident on the 
above principles, but actually withheld the pension for a period of two months 
alter his assent w as given, on the plea that a portion of it should be appropriated 
to the family of Akbur Alee Khan, which notoriously .stood in no need of the 
assistance. A correspondence took place between the Vizier and the Resident 
on this subject, recorded on the annexed date,f in which it appears to us the 
Resident successfully combated the arguments of his Excellency, and demon* 
strated that the distribution which his Excellency proposed to make of the pen- 
sion was manifestly at variance with the whole spirit and intent of our represen- 
tations to him. The result was, that his Excellency paid into the hands of the 
Resident the arrears of the pension from the date of the grant ; but Major 
Baillie did not think it proper to disburse the amount, after what had passed, 
without our sanction, and accordingly referred the question for instructions. 

143. In a despatch afterwards received from the Resident, that officer reported 
that the Vizier had produced a demand against Hoosein Alee Khan, for the 
amount of sums advanced to him at various times pending the discussion of his 
case, to relieve his own immediate necessities, and also for the amount of a bond 
given by Hoosein Alee Khan to the late Almass Alee, which was afterwards 
declared to be a gift, and that his Excellency demanded payment of these sums 
from Hoosein Alee Khan ; a measure which would tirtually amount to a recall 
of the late grant, since the sum demanded was equal to the amount of the pen- 
sion for several years to come. 

144. Before 

* Consultationi, 7th January ISli, vide page 572. 
t Consultations, 7th January 1814, vide page 567. 



OUlJE. PAPERS. HU. 

14i. we received the despatch from the Resident lastre^tred to, we 

had deliberated on his fofroer despatch relative to the distribution of the pensiou, 
and had issued instructions on the subject to Major Baillie. 

145. We signified t(f Major Baillie our entire approbation of the distribution 
of the pension proposed by him, as being in strict conformity to the views and 
intentions of this Government in urging the grant. We remarked, that the 
Vizier could not, at any period of the negotiation, have misunderstood those 
views and intentions, as was evident from the whole tenor oi‘ the correspon- 
dence and conferences which had passed on the subject, and that his LxceU 
lency’s attempt to divert from its proper object, a portion of the allowances 
which he had at last yielded to the urgent representations of the British Govern- 
ment, and his suspension of tlie payment of the pension for two months, with 
the view of applying a portion of it to the maintenance of the family of Akbur 
Alee Khan, were matter of great surpri ,e and concern to us. 

146. It appeared to be proper, on this occasion, for the Governoi-General 
to address a letter to the Vizier, pointing out the erroneous interpretation 
which his Excellency had given to that passage of Lord Minto’s letter of 2d 
July 1813 which related to the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, and to confirm and 
enforce the arguments employed by the Resident in the letter Which he had 
addressed to the Vizier on the subject. 

147* We have already in the sixty-eiglilh paragraph of this despatch, adverted 
to the letter addressed by the Governor-General to the \'izier on this occasion, 
as far as it related to the question of reform. The manner and tone which 
the Governor-General took in addressing his Excellency on tlie subject of the 
pension to Hoosein Alec Khan, were regulated by the same spirit of concilia- 
tion and mildness by which wc now hope to obtain the cordial concurrence of 
the Vizier in those measures which we should deem of such paramount impor- 
tance to the interests of both States, as properly to foim the subject of discus- 
sion between his Excellency and this Government. 

148. The Governor-General observed to his Excellency, that when the strong 
claim which Hoosein Alee Khan had on his bounty was urged to his Excel- 
lency by the British Government, that (Government could have no interest in 
the step, but that which it ever must take in all that involved his Excellency's 
renown and honour ; that, in fact, the representation made to his Excellency in 
behalf of Hoosein Alee Khan was not spontaneous, having been invited by the 
reference which his Excellency had made to the British Government on the 
subject, a reference which indicated that his Excellency contemplated the 
matter correspondcntly to our view of it, that on this view of it the British 
Government could not but earnestly encourage his Excellency’s disposition ; 
that this Government felt how mucii the general opinion of bis Excellency’s 
and the Honourable Court’s subjects would necessarily be swayed by his pro- 
cedure towards the family of Hydei Beg Khan, and thence thought itself 
entitled to persevere strenuously in pressing the adoption of a measure so highly 
calculited to advance a reputation which we wish never to separate from our 
own. 

149. His Lordship then proceeded to demonstrate, that the passage in Lord 
Minto’s letter, to which his Excellency had referred, never could be intended 
to countenance any pretension on the pai t of the immediate family of Akbuc 
Alee Khan to share ni the pension, and disavowed, in the name of the Govern- 
nient, any such intention. His Lordship added, that he indulged an earnest 
^ope, that after this explanation his Excellency would deem it consonant to bis 
exalted cliaracter to confirm and issue the provision for the family of Hoosein 
Alee Khan in the manner requested by Major Baillie, witliout making any 
allotment out of it for the family of Akbur Alee Khan. 

150. 'l?he remainder of the Governor-General’s letter related to tlie reform, 
and lias already been submitted to the notice of your Honourable Court. The 
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Political Letter Governor-General’s letter, .and the, corresponding instructions to the Jlesident, 
recorded on the proceedings of the annexed date.* * 

— 151. In the reply which the Vizier addressed to the Govemor-General, a 

translation of which is recorded on the date noted in the inargin,t his Excel- 
lency signihed his compliance with the desire expressed by the Governor- 
General relative to the distribution of the pension, and stated that he had 
issued orders for carrying it into effect 

152. In the answer which the Governor-General addressed to the Vizier,! 
in that part of his Excellency’s letter which related to the reform as already 
submitted to your Honourable Court, his Lordship took occasion to express to 
his Excellency that he sincerely felt the eagerness with which his Excellency 
had seized the opportunity of doing what he believed would be acceptable to 
his Lordship respecting the family of Hoosein Alee Khan, and stated that he 
had derived real satisfaction in the measure adopted by his Excellency, 
because he knew that it would redound to his Excellency’s reputation. 

153. Wc are concerned to state, that notwithstanding the apparently frank 
and cordial compliance with our representation in favour of Hoosein Alee 
Khan, unaccompanied by any condition but that of Hoosein Alee Khan's 
attendance on the Vizier, which had been punctually complied with, his 
Excellency has again brought forward bis demand for repayment of the sums 
adverted to in the one hundred and forty-third paragraph of this despatch, and 
has signified to the Resident his determination to make no payment on account 
of the pension until these demands are liquidated. This circumstance is 
reported in the Resident’s despatch already referred to in the ninety-sixth 
paragraph of this despatch, and recorded on the annexed date.§ 

154. V'e have not yet determined what step to take in this affair, which has 
mortified us extremely ; but we arc not altogether without hopes that his 
Excellency may yet adopt a more liberal and handsome procedure, in place of 
this apparent mockery and delusive reparation to the unfortunate object of oui' 
solicitude. 



We have, &c. 


Fort-William, 

18th May 1814. 

(Signed) 

Moira, 

G. Nugent, 

N. B. Edmonstonk, 
A. Seton. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 


Dated the 30th September 1814. 


letter from, dated Ist March 1 
1*512. (147 to 149.1 Complaints 
<ii the Ucguin, Shums-oon-Nissia, 
«idow of the late Asuf-ood-Dow- 
against tlie oppressive con- 
duct towards her of the Vizier. 


Par . 53. We are much concerned to observe by the 
letters from the Resident at Lucknow, referred to in these 
paragraphs, and in your subsequent despatches of the lllit 
of June (paragraphs 205 and 20(i), and 15thof October 
1812 ('paragraphs 285 to 293), that the series of oppres- 
sive conduct, on the part of the Nawaub Vizier, towards his sister-in-law, 
Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, widow of the late Asuf-ood-Dowlah, has at length, in 
spite of your remonstrances to the Vizier, compelled that lady to quit Luck- 
now, and retire to her jagier. We shall be happy to hear, that through yoin 
mediation an arrangement has been concluded with the Vizier, on the terms 11 
suggested in your last mentioned despatch, whereby the future ease and com- 
fort of her Highness may be secured from the possibility of any adverse inte)- 
ference on the part of his Excellency. 


• ConnuUations, 7th January, vide page 679. t Consul tntiong, t5th March, vide page 606. 

J Consultations, 2.5th March, vide page 610. § Consultations, ISth May, vide page 61L 

II That the collections from her jagier should be guhmnlecd by Government and remitted ^ 
her, after the dweharge of such salams as she should appoint, and that the provisions provi 
for her use Horn the Vizier’s kitcheu should be commuted tor a money payment. 
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Letter from» Jqae ifilg^l Sg \ it{4. The proceedings to which you have drawn our 

LdGorockpore,byperM>ng taking I despatch of the 15th of October 1812, (paragraphs 252 
Lfuge m *1*® Viaier'g dominions. ,/ to 281), on the subject of the robberies coiuinittcd in the 
• Company's districts by persons who took refuge in the neigiibouring territories 

of his Excellency tlie Vizier, have been perused. We notice the Requent 
and urgent representations which have been made to the Vizier, in ortler to 
obtain his Excellency’s authority for the apprehension of those marauders, 
who in some instances are said to be under the protection of liis own Zemin- 
dars and officers, and we trust that success has ultimately attended the arrange 
ments which were proposed to his Excellency’s adoption for the more speedy 
apprehension of such marauders in future. In the measures which were thus 
suggested to the Vizier’s consideration, we observe with satisfaction that you 
cautiously avoided any act which would afford to his Excellency e\'cn a plausi- 
ble ground for complaining of a breach of treaty. 


105. The Vizier, during his correspondence with the Resident upon the 
subject of the preceding paragraph, having disputed the right of the British 
Government to ascertain the justice of the cause in which the subsidiary 
troops might be required to act, we approve of your having directed the Resi- 
dent to maintain that right, until you have determined what measures it may 
be advisable to pursue, with a view either to the efficient exercise of the right 
in question, or to the more fundamental object of a reform in the system of 
his Excellency’s adrainistiation. 


iCf). We have the satisfaction to find, that his Excellency the Vizier has at 
length signified his acquiescence in the indispensable measure of authorizing 
the employment of British troops on the requisition of the magistrates of 
contiguous districts for the seizure of public offenders, and that the principal 
condition annexed to his Excellency’s concurrence in the arrangement is not 
likely to aflect the efficacy of the measures to be pursued. 


Political I cttci 
tu 

KS<fpt.lbt4. 


1184 (o 197). Measures adopt-1 lO?* Wc have great satisfaction in observing, by th^-' 
fd for the apprehension of the no- > documents referred to in these paragraphs, and in the tw® 
luriouj rebel, Budjhs Sing. ) jjundred and sixty-fourth and two hundred and sixty-fifth 
paragraphs of your letter of the 15th Oetober 1812, that from the ready acqui- 
escence, on the part of the Vizier, in the measures recommended by the Resi- 
dent, there is at length some prospect of the apprehension of the rebel, 
Budjha Sing. 


118 to 204, and aiGand2l7).' 
lUlatJvt' to the Vizier s removal of 
'luhsttn ^loe Khan from his office 
f Nim-of the khoord inuhl. ^ 


168. We observe, by the two hundred and sixty-fifth 
paragraph of your letter of the 15th of October 1815i, that 
Tuhsceii Alee Khan had been restored to his office. 


'?(y>,2()6). Vizier’ll persecution 1 169 . Already noticed in para. 53. 

bi the gum Shums-ooii-Nisstt, &c. j 


170 . We very ^lighly approve of the general tenor and 


to thCN 

of re- jpurport of the Governor-General’s letter of remonstrance 
theSthf^Q his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier of the 8th of May 

adopt 


;*i07to215). Referring to the'' 
tiovernor-Generars letter of 
ibonstrance to the Vizier of the 1 

Nothing could afford us greater pleasure, than the 
iiimsulf and qjore consistent with I information that his Excellency has, m consequence, adopted 
■lie obligations of existing treaties./ a line of conduct more creditable to himself, and more con- 
sistent with the obligations of existing Treaties ; and that the Resident at his 
Court has been successful in his endeavours to bring to a satisfactory conclusion 
the numerous depending questions between the two Governments. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER io BENGAT-, 


Dated the 6tk January 1815. 


Letter from, dated 15th *111116 
ISIS (28S t*) On the sub- 
ject of an arrangement for the sup- 
prchsioii of gang robbery. 


59 . This subject was noticed in the one hundred and 
sixty-sixth paragraph of our Political Despatch of the 8(Hh 
September 1814. 


KX'J'RAC r POLITICAL LF/rTEil to BENGAL, 

Dated the V.)th May 1815 . 

letter from, dated Ut Oc-'\ Par. 101. Having maturely considered the proceedings 
tober ISIS, (2!H» to ao.i). He- / referred to in these paragraphs, and in the two hundred and 

pern '«f\bp lX”^TukstVu paragraphs of youv despatch in this 

Khan, a >orvant of the Vizier. ) department of thc 81 st of March 1814 , respecting the dis- 
posal of the property of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, a servant of the Visder, 
we entirely approve of your ultimate determination herein, by which that 
property was given iij) to his Excellency’s distribution, in consequence of the 
desire which yon felt to avoid multiplying the causes of irritation and dissatis- 
taction in the mind of the ^'i/ier on points of minor importance. 


Political Letter 
tVoin Lord Mona, 
15 Aug 1515. 


KX'PRAC'r POLITIC AL LETTER ./row LORD MOIRA /o /A<? COURT 

0/ 1)1 HECTORS, 


Dated \5th Jn^tist 181.5. 


Par. 1. The despatch of the (iovenior-General in Council, under date the 
18th May 1814, in the Political Department, conveyed to your Honourable 
(Jourt a statement of the transactions and proceedings of the Government 
with relation to the State of Oude dow'n to that date. Nothing of conse- 
quence connected with the affairs of Oude occurred during the short interval 
of time that elapsed from that date to thc period of my departure from the 
Presidency ; and it was my intention to forbear from agitating any of the 
questions remaining unadjusted between the two States, until my ai'rival at 
Lucknow should enable me, in personal communication with the Vizier, to 
attain those objects which epistolary correspondence and the representative 
influence of the #Re.sident had failed to accomplish. 

2. On the 20tli of July I received the melancholy intelligence of tire sud- 
den and unexpected death of the Vizier, Saadut Alee Khan.* His Excellency 
liad complained of ill health for some ^ceks before, but his malady was not 
deemed to be of a nature at all serious, and he had actually recovered and 
resumed his accustomed occupations and amusements, when, on tlie night of 
thc 11th of July, he was suddenly taken ill and expired before medical as- 
sistance could be brought. On the instant of his being taken ill, Rumzaun 
Alee Khan, his Excellency’s brother-in-law, who was in attendance on his 
person, proceeded immediately to the Residency, and communicated to Major 
Baillie the dangerous situation in which his Excellency was, and thus enabled 
Major Baillie, who rcpaii'ed without delay to the palace, to make every nwes- 
sary precautionary arrangement for securing the tranquil succession of the 
legal heir before the event of the Vizier’s demise was publicly known. By 
this fortunate circumstance, any such designs as were supposed to be enter- 
tained by thc Nawaub Shums-ood Dowlah, aided by Hukeem Mehdee Alw 
Khan, to posses-s himself of the raiismid under the assumed nomination of his 
father, were frustrated without commotion, and the accession of thc Nawaub 

Ghazee- 


^ CoiiMtUationK. vide page (i 1 4. 
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Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder Khan Refaut-ood-Dowlah took place without the 
smallest interruption of the public tranquillity. The Resident had been 
furnished with secret instructions, in the contemplation' of the late Vizier’s 
decease in the year 1803, when his Excellency was dangerously ill. The 
tenor of those instructions was to support the succession of the eldest sou : 
and the circumstances under which they were issued having continued unal- 
tered, Major Baillie acted under the authority derived from them. Major 
IBaillie’s conduct on this occasion was characterized by the greatest protnpti- 
tude, vigilance, and prudence, and received my entire approbation. 


3 . Every demonstration of public respect and honour for tln> memor)' of 
the late Vizier was manifested by the British Government and the successor 
was proclaimed with the usual formalities. His Excellency executed and 
delivered to the Resident an instrument, bj' which he bound himself to con- 
form to the provisions of the subsisting treaties between the State ofOude and 
the British Government, and a corresponding instrument, under my seal and 
signature, was transmitted to his Excellency. 


4. The early acts of his Excellency’s Government afforded the fairest 
promise that his administration would be regulated by a due regard to the 
advice of the British Government, and by a solicitude to improve the happi- 
ness and comfort of his people and to promote the general prosperity of his 
country. I refer your Honourable Court to the reports of the Resident, above 
alluded to, for the details of the transactions from which this conclusion w'as 
drawn. Your Honourable Court will observe, also, in those despatches, that 
his Excellency had, at the instance of the Resident, acceded to the adjust- 
ment of all those questions which had so long been pending with the British 
Government, and which ai'e particularly adverted to in the despatch of the 
‘20th of May, as one of the first acts of his administration. Major Baillie 
also effected a reconciliation between the Vizier and his brother, the Nawaub 
Shums-ood-Dowlah , but it will readily occur to your Honourable Court, that 
However suitable and proper such a public reconciliation was, it could not be per- 
manent nor sincere. Measures were adopted preparatory to the introduction of 
the reform recommended by the late Government, and to which his Excellency 
had given his unqualified consent. Your Honourable Court will find from 
my minutes and correspondence on the subject, thiit I had never maintained 
exclusively that indi\ idual plan of reform, because it always occurred to me 
that howsoever advantageous we deemed it in our own territories, local objec- 
tions might exist to it in Oude. AYhen the Vizier was disposed to adopt it, the 
trial was expedient, as some new system was necessary, and I knew not what 
might better suit his circumstances. The Resident also, at an early period 
.after his Excellency’s accession, communicated to him the arrangement which 
had been made with her Highness the Bhow Begum, as detailed in the sixtieth 
and following paragraphs of the despatch of the Governor-General in Council 
of the 2d October 1813, and in the sixty-fourth and following paragraphs of 
the despatch of the 8th February 1814 to the Hdhourable the Secret Com- 
mittee. His Excellency the Vizier solicited my advice* as to the course which 
he should pursue with reference to the assumption of the title of Vizier, and 
generally towards the Court of Delhi, on the occasion of his accession. As 
diis was a question of some urgency in point of time, I communicated my sen- 
timents on the subject through the Resident without delay, to the following 
effect. t After poititing out to tlie Resident tliat in the letter addressed by me 
to his I2xceliency on the occasion of his accession I had styled him Vizier of the 
Empire, a measure in which I had been influenced by my conviction of the 
propriety of his Excellency’s assumption of that title which had become hepe'^ 
•litary in his family, and by the course recommended on the occasion of 
accession of the late Vizier Saadut Alec Khan, I observed that it woukt be 
proper for the Vizier, as an act of courtesy towards the King, to address an 


arzee 

^ CoHsultadonB, 26th July 1814i, vide page 615. 
t Consultations, 9th August, vide page 620. 
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arzee to his Majesty, announcing his accession, but avoiding any appearance 
ol’ seeking or acknowledging the necessity of receiving his Majesty’s confirma> 
tion. In the probable event, however, of his Majesty’s profifering the grant of 
the title of Vizier in the usual form, I did not judge it to be expedient that his 
Excellency should decline it. In reply to Major Baillie’s other despatches, 
reporting the transactions and events referred to in the preceding paragraphs,* 
I signified to him my approbation of his own conduct, and my satisfaction at 
the disposition apparently manifested by his Excellency the Vizier, and at the 
harmony and cordiality which appeared to prevail between his Excellency and 
the Resident. I concluded by expressing my hope, that his Excellency would 
continue to perceive his own true interest and the welfare of his people to be 
best consulted by a liberal, frank, and ingenuous attention to the counsels of the 
British Government, conveyed through its representative at his Court, delivered 
with firmness, but with respect and moderation, and with invariable regard to 
the relative situation of the parties and to the limits of independence on the 
one side, and control on the other, prescribed by the treaty of November 
1801, and by the recorded result of the subsequent negotiation at Lucknow. 
By a course of conduct conformable to these principles, aided by the zealous, 
able, and cordial co-operation of the Resident, I observed that his Excellency 
the Vizier could not fail to obtain the love of his people, the respect of sur- 
rounding States, and the approbation of his own conscience. 

J. In the preceding observations I marked particularly the spirit in which I 
wished the Resident to regulate the tender of his advice to the Vizier, from 
a desire that the new reign should commence in a manner to secure the esta- 
blishment of our just influence in the State of Oude, on that basis on which 
alone it appeared to me that it ought to be placed, and from some apprehension 
that by pressing the Vizier too closely at the commencement. Major Baillic 
might lose that influence which he appeared to have over Jiis Excellency’s 
mind at the period now under consideration. 

6. It was with real concern I afterwards found that my apprehensions were 
realized ; although it is necessary for me to add, that the unhappy fickleness 
and instability of his Excellency’s character, and his openness to every new 
impression, must be considered as a primary cause of his change of disposition. 
In a paper which will be brought under your notice in a subsequent part of this 
despatch, I have entered more at large on this unpleasant subject. 

7. Nothing of any moment occurred ])reviously to my meeting with his 
Excellency the Vizier at Cawnpore, to which station his Excellency had come 
out from his capital on my a})proach. During my residence at Cawnpore, and 
afterwards at Lucknow, my intercourse with his Excellency was constant, and 
it was my endeavour, by every mode of conciliation and kindness, to obtain 
his confidence and regard, in which I trust that I succeeded. 

8. I shall now solicit the attention of your Honourable Court to the trans- 
actions which formed the {tR-incipal subject of my communication# on business 
with his Excellency during that period. 

9. His Excellency the Vizier having, at a conference which I held with 
his Excellency on the 11th October at Cawnpore, tendered to me, as a proof 
of his friendship and of the cordial interest which he feels in the prosperity of 
the affairs of the Honourable Company, an accommodation of one crore of 
rupees in the way of loan, I deemed it to be my duty, in consideration of 
the actual state of the public finances and the probable demands arising out of 
the prosecution of hostilities w'ith the Nepaulesc, and the eventual necessity of 
supporting by military preparations our political views with relation to Saugor 
and Bhopaul, to accept the offer, witli due acknowledgments of the cordial 
and friendly spirit in which it was made. At a subsequent conference, his 
Excellency solicited my acceptance of the sum as a free gift to the Honour- 


* PolitJcal Consultations, 9th August 1814*, vide page 020. 

I Political Consultations, llth November 1814, vide page 711. 
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able Company ; but for reasons which will be obvious to your Honourable I’ohticai Ltncr 
Court 1 declared, with suitable expressions of my sense of the additional proof Moira, 

of Ills Excellency’s friendship, my inability to receive the accommodation •> • og-i sig. 
except as a loan. 

10. It was arranged that the sum in question should be placed on the 
footing of a subscription to the Six per Cent. Loan then open ; but his 
Excellency’s consent was subsequently obtained to an arrangement for the 
permanent assignment of the interest on this loan to the payment of those 
pensions from his Excellency’s treasury which were under the guarantee of the 
British Government. The correspondence with the Resident at Lucknow, 
re cordedas noted in the margin,* will apprize your Honourable Court of the 
nature and detailsi.of that arrangement, and precludes the necessity of enter- 
ing into the question in this place, beyond observing that the thus securing the 
regular payment of the above allowances was a matter of great convenience 
to Government. Your Honourable Court will observe, that under this ar- 
rangement the whole of the pensions coming within the description above stated 
arc transferred to the Honourable Company ; and I feel a confident persuasion, 
that it will put an end to a fruitless sourc#of debate and vexatious discussion 
between the Vizier and the Resident, the evil effects of which have been so 
frequently lamented while their occurrence was almost unavoidable. 

11. At a subsequent period, the heavy pressure of the war with Nepaul and 
tlie other military preparations which I had deemed it to be my duty to 
adopt, as fully detailed in my separate despatches on that subject to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee, induced me to turn my thoughts to the 
expediency and practicability of obtaining a further pecuniary aid from 
his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, whose interest in the success of our 
measures is closely interwoven with that of the British Government, whose 
attachment to the Honourable Company is undoubted, and whose personal 
regard for myself, 1 was disposed' to think, would render him desirous of 
contributing to the .alleviation of our financial embarrassments, were he once 
apprized of them. A private communication was accordingly made, under 
my orders to the Resident at his Excellency’s Court, directing him to ascer- 
tain, as far as he might be able, the practicability of obtaining a further loan 
to the extent of one crore of rupees, and to take advantage of any circum- 
s^nce which might appear to him as affording a prospect of success to open 
tft'e matter to his Excellency. His Excellency the Vizier had shortly before 
conveyed to me, through the Resident,! an oner to raise for the service of the 
lUlim some battalions of Nujeebs to act with the British troops, and to be paid 
out of his Excellency’s treasury, while the war should continue ; and I took 
an early occasion of expressing to his Excellency, in a letter from myself, the 
sense which I entertained of this mark of his attachment to the British 
Government, declining, at the same time, to avail myself of the offer, as not 
l)eing^r>equired in the actual circumstances of the moment. In reply to my 
letter above referred to I received one from the Vizier,! in which, after adverting 
to my declining the offer to raise Nujeeb battalions, and to the information 
which he states that he had received from Major Baillic and other quarters 
of the expense to which the Company was exposed by raising troops, his 
Excellency concludes by offering a loan of fifty lacs of rupees to tlm 
Honourable Company as a proof of his friendship. The amount of this 
offer was not exactly commensurate to our probable wants ; nor did the 
manner in which it was made appear to me to be so frank as to render it 
advisable that I should accept the aid on the part of the Honourable Company. 

You will observe, indeed, that it was made only under an imperfect knowle^ 
of the actual extent of our difficulties. I determined, therefore, to decline it, 
and at the same time to authorize Major Baillie § to explain more fully to the 

Vizier 

• Political Consultations, 13th and 29th DccemUer 1814, vide pages 714 to 720. 

t Secret Consultations, 24th January 1815, vide page 721. 
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PoitticaJ Vizier the circumstances of pecuniary embarrassment in \ 7 hioli we W^e 

^*^15 Aug. 1815™’ and tlms afford his Excellency an opportunity of matiifesting his 

___ friendship by an offer more adequate to the occasion. You ^ilh I asdUre 
myself, have sufficient confidence in my sense of what is due to the delicacy 
and character of your Government, to be satisfied that I have not committed 
or allowed a trespass on the kindness of the Vizier. Thd only influence 
employed was the giving him a distinct view of the embarrassthents in which I 
stood, and thereby exciting his own feelings to come fortvArd with a decisive 
proof of the attachment he professed for me. Aceording to my expeefatioff, 
the Vizier, on being made master of these circumstances, tendered in the most 
friendly terms the loan of a crore of rupees, bearing interest at six per cent.* 
His Excellency’s former letter was withdrawn at his request. 1 shall, in a 
subsequent paragraph, have the honour to submit to your Honourable Court a 
plan which I have in contemplation for redeeming the whole or a portion of 
this loan. 

12. I now return to the subject of my proceedings at Lucknow. Your 
Honourable Court will observe, that among the stipends now to be paid by the 
Honourable Company are that of ^hc Vizier’s brother, the Nawaub Shums- 
ood-Dowlah, who has retired to Benares, and the stipend to Rumzaun Alee 
Khan, the brother-in-law of the late Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan. The con- 
duct and suspected designs of Shums-ood-Dowlah immediately after the demise 
of the late Vizier, although happily checked by the vigilance of the Resident, 
could not fail to produce a feeling iii the mind, both of the Vizier and of his 
brother, which would render the residence of the latter within the dominions of 
Oude incompatible with the comfort or tranquillity of cither. The Vizier 
could not, with any confidence or satisfaction, associate with a brother whom 
he believed to have entertained the design of excluding him from the musnud^ 
and to have appealed to the British Government against the succession as it 
had actually been established; and the necessary consequence was the estrange- 
ment of Shums-ood-Dowlah from his brother’s Court, and his destitution of the 
dignity, honour, consideration, and power which he possessed during his 
father’s life-time, a change in his condition which could not be borne with 
tranquillity. 

13. I soon found this previously-conceived opinion fully justified, and your 
Honourable Court will perceive, from the documents noted in the margin,t 
that I received representations both from the Vizier and his brother framed in 
the spirit of the reciprocal disposition which I have ascribed to them. It was 
with great satisfaction, theretore, that I found Shums-ood-Dowlah desirous of 
leaving Oude, and that I received from him, during my residence at Lucknow, 
an express scdicitation to be allowed to retire to Benares, to which the willing 
consent both of the Vizier and myself was immediately given. The severm 
preparatoiy arrangements being made, and the stipend of the Nawaub fixed 
by the mediation of the Resident, under my orders, at one lac and a half of 
rupees per annum,;); Shums-ood-Dowlah received his formal audience of leave 
from the Vizier, in my presence, on the lt>th of November, and departed from 
Lucknow on the 6th of December following. 

14. Rumzaun Alee Khan, the other person mentioned in the twelfth para- 
graph as being comprehended in the aitangcment for the payment of the 
kipends from the Honourable Company’s treasury, is the individual who con- 
veyed to the Resident the early intelligence of the decease of the Vizief, and 
thus enabled Major Baillie to make those timely arrangements which secured 
the undisturbed succession of the present Vizier. 

Id. Considering the direct interest which die British Government has in the 
tmnquilUty of Oude, and the embarrassment, inconvenience, and expense to 
wbk:n it would have been exposed in the event of a disputed succession, or of 
dsstoibance and insurrection which might have been the consequence of a 

^ publie 
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public knowledge of the death of the late Vizier before the liesident’s arrange- 
ments were completed, 1 could qot but consider Kutnzaun Alee Khan to have 
rendered an essential service both to the British Government and to the 
Vizier, and I accordingly deemed it to be my duly to recommeml Wm strongly 
to the favour and countenance of his Excellency. 1 regret to say, that this 
measui e had become necessary, in consequence ol‘ the too-aj)})arent disposition 
of the Vizier to forget the obligation which he owed to llumzaun Alee Khan, 
and that the latter had already experienced marks of his Excellency's dis- 
pleasure, for^hich no pait of his conduct, as far as I could learn, allbrded just 
ground. I was happy to find, however, that in consequence of my recom- 
mendation of llumzaun Alee Khan, the Vizier spontaneously proposed that his 
stipend, amounting to Rupees 58,521 ‘i per annum, should be included among 
those to be paid by the Honourable Company, and adrlcd to the loan a furtlier 
sum of eight lacs and a half ol‘ rupees to meet this additional p^fiient.* 

17 . Your Honourable Court is aware, that the appointment of an efficient 
and responsible Minister at the Court of Oiide has long been an object of 
anxiety with the British Government. In the Hfc-time of the late Vizier the 
existence of such a channel of communication between the Vizier and the 
Resident would undoubtedly have prevented much of that vexatious and 
unpleasant altercation which has so frequently excited the regret ami concern 
of this Government. The character of his successor afiPorded less ground of 
apprehension that similar impediments to tlic cordial co-operation of the two 
(governments in the prosecution of objects of common interest would occur in 
future ; but there are defects in it which strongly pointed out the importance 
of there being an efficient Minister for the conduct of the details of the 
Government, possessing equally the confidence of the Vizier and of the British 
Government. My resolution was taken, therefore, even before the death of 
the late Vizier, to endeavour to avail myself of my expected personal commu- 
nication wdth his r.> ccllency, for the jmrpose of prevailing on him to appoint 
an efficient and ostensible Minister. Accordingly, on my arrival at Lucknow 
this became an eai ly object of my solicitude j and it is with mucii concern I 
add, that it was but imperfectly attained. 

18. When the subject was first agitated, the Vizier proposed Hukeem Mehdee 
Alec Khan as Minister. Your Honourable Court is well acquainted, from the 
correspondence of the Resident at Lucknow, with the conduct of Hukeem 
Mehdee, and his uniform opposition to our just views at that Court ; and you 
will immediately perceive the considerations which induced me, not only to 
declare my dissent from his nomination to be Minister, but to urge his removal 
from the Councils of the Vizier. I further recommended that Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee should be ordered to rejiair to the district over which he presided, that 
habits of intercourse between his Excellency and him might siilx^idc. His 
talents and capacity for business, together with Ins insinuating manners and 
address, gave him a decided ascendancy over the mind of the Vizier, and there 
was reason to apprehend that to maintain a consistency with his former con- 
duct, he raiglit qxcrcise that power to .thwart, if not destroy, the just and 
legitimate influence of the Britisli Government in his Excellency’s admiuistia- 
tion. Having deenicdit to be my duty, for these reasons, to object to Hukeem 
Mehdee as a Minister, his Excellency next proposed the appointment of his 
confidential servant, Agha Meer, to be Paishcar, and Raee-Dya-Krishen to 
be Dewan, to act in their respective offices in the qame of his Excellency’s son, 
on whom he conferred the nominal office of Minister. Not deeming myself 
warranted in opposing his Excellency’s wishes regarding his choice of Ministers, 
except in a case where it might fall on a person known to be adverse to the in- 
terests of tlie British Government, and to the true and just principles of the 
connection between that Government and the State of Oiide, 1 had only to 
acquiesce in his Excellency’s selection. Agha Meer, the Paishcar, had been 
in the Vizier’s service from his infancy, and was represented by Major Baillie 
to possess his entire confidence. He is not a person, however, of the 

rank 
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„^"***‘®*^^*ff rank, talents, or experience in business, to qualify him' ftjr iliSe office 
”4 Aug. IBIS?* which he has been appointed j but it was appreliended that his advice would 
— 1_ ’ have swayed his master, even had he remained in a private capacity, and it 

might, and probably would, often have been opposed to that of the ostensible 
Minister. In this point of view, therefore, some advantage was expected to be 
derived from his appointment to an bstensible and efficient officein the State. The 
Dewan, Dya-Krishen, lias long been at the head of tlie Vizier’s revenue depart- 
ment, and bears a good character for integrity and knowledge of business ; but 
he does not possess that degree of weight and influence which miight be wished. 
I am not aware, however, that a more unexceptionable person could have been 
selected for the office. 1 had no reason to doubt the attachment of both the 
Paishcar and the Dewan to tlie British Government, or their disposition to jiro- 
mote the intqi^ts of the two States : I thence indulged a liope, that tlie busi- 
ness of the (jovernmeut would be conducted with as much regularity, order, 
and preroriety, as can be expected under the actual circumstances of that Court. 
Your Honourable Court will perceive from the sequel, that the result has not 
been equal to the prospect h«;|p forth. 1 deemed it proper to be present at the 
nvestiture of the Minister and tlic two subordinateofficers, which took place 
at the Vizier’s palace on the 10th November. 

19. I shall now solicit the attention of your Honourable Court to the paper 
finally presented to me by t,he Vizier, and to the tenor of my reply. A trans- 
lation of that paper, witn my answer to each specific article, which was not 
transmitted till after my departure from Lucknow, is recorded as per margin.* 
His Excellency’s paper referred to tlic following points : 

1st. The preservation of his authority as in tlic time of his father, and 
the permanent integrity of his doiniiiioiis. 

2d. The progi'ess of the reform, and a proposition that such of the 
Ameens sent into the districts as did not fulfil the objects of their deputa- 
tion should be recalled, and others appointed, when they should receive 
tehsildary sunnuds. That if this plan did not succeed on trial, another 
should be resorted to at the end of the current year. 

Sd. The division of the country into collcctorships, and the employ- 
ment of troops under their orders, so as to prevent recurrence to the aid 
of the British troops except in cases of necessity. 

4th. The administration of justice, by the establisliraent iii the respec- 
tive Zillahs of judges, from whom an appeal should lie to the Adawlut at 
Lucknow, the decisions of which Court were to be appealable to a Court 
composed of two judges selected by the Vizier. 

5th. The confirmation of his authority overliis family and subjects. 

6th. Restoration of maafy lands to certain individuals from whom they 
had been I'esumed ; and the resumption of such as could not be proved, 
on investigation, to be held by valid titles. 

7th. His Excellency’s desire to proceed on hunting excursions, after the 
manner of his father and uncle, and his hope that the British troops escort- 
ing him on such occasions may be under his orders. 

20. To these articles I replied in substance as follows, and I furnished the 
Resident with specific instructions on each. I shall, therefore, with a view 
to brevity as well as to the connexion of the subject, combine in the following 
statement the substance of ray answer, and of my directions to the Resident. 

21. My answer to the first article was to the purport of assuring his Excel- 
lency of my earnest desire that he should enjoy, and my determination tn 
secure to him his just authority, begging him to have full reliance on the 
resolution of myself and colleagues to keep him in that relative situation 

^ towards 
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towarcls the Briiieli Government to which he is entitled treaty j and my 
instructions to the Resident were framed in the same spirit. 

9.% The answer to the second request went to shew that as the basis of the 
plan in progress was a triennial settlement, its effect could not be decided by 
the experience of one year ; and his Excellency was solicited either to sufler 
that plan to proceed, or to propose another without delay for my consideration 
and concurrence. With respect to the Ameens, I stated my desire to be, that 
his Excellency should be entirely unrestrained as to their appointment, except 
that the British Government should have the right of objecting to persons 
known to be unfit. As the season was passing away, it became extremely 
desirable that the question of the specific plan of reform to be introduced into 
his Excellency’s Government should be decided with the least practicable 
delay, and I concluded that his Excellency would immediately either signify 
his assent to the plan submitted to him by the British Government, or lay 
before me that which he might desire to substitute for it. In the former case, 
the Resident was to proceed without delay, in concert with his Excellency and 
his Ministers, to carry the plan into effect throughout his Excellency’s domi- 
nions, and was strictly enjoined to observe the most scrupulous and even 
delicate reserve on his part, on all points connected with his Excellency’s 
selection of the officers to be employed as Ameens, and subsequently as 
Tchsildars and Zillahdars, maintaining at the same time the right which the 
British Government could not forego, with any regard for the success or 
efficiency of the plan, of objecting to persons of known incompetency or 
proved laxity, but limiting our interference to that point. In the event of the 
Vizier’s proffering a plan of reform of his own. Major Baillie was instructed 
to receive and submit it for my consideration and instructions. 

93. In reply to the third article, after stating my assent to the proposed 
division of the country into Zillahs, which had indeed been suggested by the 
British Government, i adverted to what his Excellency had stated respecting 
the troops to be at the disposal of the Zillahdars, expressing my conffdence 
that they would not exceed the number limited by treaty. I professed, 
also, the readiness with whicli the British troops would always be employed in 
support of his Excellence’s legitimate authority, pointing out the marked dis- 
tinction between their employment on this service and in the support of tlie 
oppression and tyranny of raj)acious Aumilsand farmers, and thence deducing 
an argument in favour of the reform. 

21<. With respect to the j)roposed system for the administration of justice, 
which Ibrms the subject of the fourth article of his Excellency’s paper, I 
avoided giving any decided answer on that subject, observing that it was a 
matter that required mature consideration, and 1 invited him to communicate 
on the subject with the Resident, that the details of his Excellency’s plan 
might be brought under my consideration, and I directed the Resident to be 
prepared to enter on the di.scussion, and to submit his Excellency’s plan with 
his own remarks for my consideration. I remarked, however, to the Resident, 
that there' could not, in my ojiinion, be a better practical basis for a systenj of 
this nature than that propose.l by his Excellency himself in the first paper 
which he delivered to me at Cawnpore, vh. the institution of three separate 
courts for the trial of causes arising among Mussulmans of either sect and the 
Hindoos ; and T desired Major Baillie to recall this j)lan to the Vizier’s recol- 
lection, if the opportunity should be afforded him of offering any suggestions 
on the part of the British Government. In my answer to this article, I 
adverted also to the police of the countiy, and recommended the subject 
to his Exceljency’s attention ; but I was not prepared to form a decided opinion 
on the plan w'hich might be best suited to the actual condition of his Excel- 
lency’s dominions. I stated, however, the general bent of my opinions oip 
this subject, and desired Major Baillie, in the event of its coming under discus- 
sion, to make them known to the Vizier as the result of such consideration as 
I had been able to give it. I took this occasion to call the Vizier’s attention 
to the subject of the police of the Honourable Company’s districts adjoining 
the territories of Oude. His Excellency’s spontaneous olFer, declared at the 
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last conference 1 held with him, to give orders to the>officer« of his Goven- 
' ment to comply, without a reference to his authority, with all applications from 
the Magistrates of adjoining districts, and of their police Daroghas, for the 
seizure of offenders finding refuge in his Excellency’s territories, if acted upon 
with zeal, energy, and good faith, might preclude, I thought, the necessity of 
any further recommendation to his Excellency for the correction of the existing 
evil. An authority limited to the Magistrates and the Daroghas or Jema- 
dars of thannas to pursue offenders across the frontier would constitute a mate- 
rial improxement; but I dedred Major Baillie, if he should have reason to 
think that the latter proposition would be unacceptable to his Excellency, not 
to bring it forward, unless the other plan should be found after experiment to 
fail. The establishment of either or both of the two plans above adverted to, 
combined with the arrangement already in force relative to the employment of 
the British troops stationed within the territory of Onde, would, 1 conceived, 
if properly executed, afford every hope of eflecting an improvement in the 
police of the districts adjoining the territories of the Vizier, which without some 
such expedient could never he attained. It appears from the Resident’s report 
noted in the margin,* that the first plan was cariied into effect under his Excel- 
lency’s orders; and, as far as I am informed, it has fully produced the desired 
effect. Major Baillie has therefore not brought forward any proposition 
relative to the further measure contemplated. 1 beg to refer your Honour- 
able Court to the documents noted in the maigin,]' for a correspondence on 
this subject with the Snperintendant of Police. 

25. On the fifth article I could have no hesitation in giving his Excellency 
the most satisfactory assurances, with no other reservation than might be neces- 
sary for fulfilling the engagements of the British Government. The proposition 
which the sixth appeared to comprehend received my entire approbation and 
concurrence ; and the seventh required no other answer, than that the point 
referred to was a matter exclusively for his Excellency’s own decision, and 
that the British troops would always attend him according to established 
usage. On neither of these three points were any instructions to the Resident 
required. 

26. Having thus dispo.sed of the questions involved in his Excellency’s 
requests, I proceed to advert to other points concerning the common interests 
of the two States. I have stated the grounds on which I had deemed it neces- 
sary to recommend to the Vizier the removal fiom Lucknow of Ilukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan. His Excellency having already assented to the measure without 
reserve, I had no doubt that it woidd be earned into effect. As the early 
removal of the Hukeem was considered by me, under actual circumstances, to 
be of urgent importance, especially with reference to the appointment of the 
new Ministers, 1 desired Major Baillie to move his Excellency to carry it into 
execution without delay. 

27 . I have aheady had the honour to state to your Honourable Court the 
grounds of my lecommciidation of llumzaun Alee Khan to the kindness and 
consideration of the Vizier, and I took this occasion of repeating what I had 
already stated to his Excellency in conference. The result of this recommen- 
dation has also been already stated. 

28. Your Honourable Couit will observe, that I added to the answers to the 
Vizier’s requests, and to the communication on the other points above referred 
to, some observations regarding the just and fair construction, in my estima- 
tion, of the terms of the Treaty, as referring to the nature and extent of the 
Vizier’s authority within the reserved dominions, and an expositioo of the prin- 
ciples on which I proposed to regulate my conduct towards the State of Oude. 
Tlicre are other observations, also, suggested by the tenor of the first paper 
delivered by the Vizier to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, which although 

afterwards 
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fiimigbed the opportunity of fttetifts' io his £xceflency 
tin 4 »iMltti«Mlfe«Btertaiii^ by me on set eiil points on whieh a of 

them amst he- sutisfactory. I took this occask)D, also, of comon^fficatin^ to 
the Rei^eift lnvhie observetions and instructions rebtive to the <if0ur$fi of con* 
duct wbicb 1 considered it to be proper for him invariably to pursue^ as being 
equally preeeribed by the fair construction of the Treaty of 1801, and m^ery 
prindple of sound policy with relation to the court of Lucknow. As the prin- 
ciples laid down oh this occasion constitute those by which it has been my idm 
to regulate my policy ^Vith reference to the State of Oude, I shall take the 
liberty of bringing them directly under your notice in this place. 

In construing the terms of tlie recorded engagements between the 
Honourable Company and the Nawaub of Oude, it was required by every 
principle of justice, that the most liberal and comprehensive meaning should 
be given to such articles as were in favour of that party, whose weakness pre- 
sents no security for him but in that good faith on which he has relied. If 
abstract equity oiler this conclusion, I am no less persuaded that sound policy 
wiU equally uphold it. It would be much gained, were one only to avoid the 
chance of that extremity which should force you to withdraw the Nawanb's 
Government and establish your own in these territories ; because such a 
necessity, though it might morally exist, could never be made out to the world, 
and the seizure of the Nawaub’s possessions Would be universally stigmatized 
as A premeditated usurpation, arising from a base cupidity. When an exigency, 
such as that alluded to, is supposed possible, the circumstance which could 
create it demands close reflection. One case alone cisii be imagined capable of 
drivingiius to a conduct so repugnant to our wishes ; namely, the discoVery that 
the Nimub had secretly leagued himself with the enemies of the Britii^ 
Government, and was practising with them for our overthrow. This cakd, 
however, could not occur, but through absolute desperation on the part of the 
Nawaub } and such desperation could only be produced by bis undergoing a 
course of indignities, or oppressions which he would regard in that light, so as 
that be should think the roost unpromising conspiracy preferable to submission 
under such insults. Our interests might be very seriously affected by that 
temper in the Nawaub. It is true he has no troops, but he has much mischief 
in his power. He has vast command of money ; supplying by stealth funds to 
those who would, with such a resource, be able to levy any number of men, he 
might draw opon the Company the expense and danger of a war, leaving it 
infinitely difficult for us to trace his having furnished those supplies. The 
rendering the situation of the Nawaub tranquil and satisfactory, is, there- 
fore, an object no less incumbent on our policy than dictated by our generous 
feelings. This consideration, then, was to be held perpetually in view by the 
Resident, and eminently to guide his procedures. 

30. The reservation by treaty of a right to interfere with advice or remon- 
strance upon any management of affairs within the Nawaub’s reserved domi- 
nieiiljiwhich may injuriously affect the British interests, clearly implies that in all 
(itiifitt respects the administration of the Nawaub is to be free. But indeed it is 
evident, from the whole tenor of the treaty, that an uninterrupted exercise of 
his Qiwn authority within the reserved dominions was assured to him, in order to 
qualify the very strong step which we took in appropriating to ourselves (as an 
exchange for the subsidy) so large a portion of his territories. The Nawaub is 
consequently to be treated in all public observances, as an independent Prince. 
Essentially he must be subservient to the British Government ; but in proportion 
as that point is secure, personal attentions to him involve no inconvenience, and 
on the other hand they cannot but be productive of advantage. In all inter- 
course, tbe Resident snbuld consider himself as the ambassador from the Brit;isR<, 
Government to an acknowledged Sovereign ; a respectful urbanity, and a 
fulfiiment of established ceremonials, should tbehce be preserved by tiie Resldfi^t 
tow^ds his Excellency. The latter must be conscions of the power of the 
deht to exercise influence over hiw,; so that anv parade of that influence in the 
eves of others must be no less useless than ret^olting : it must, tbere^re, be the 
care of the Resident cautiously to abstain IVom any such ostentation of authority, 
lie is, in a most special manner, to forbear from countenancing or encouiaj^ing 

10 H any 
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F«¥«ic«] lietter any Mervant of tlie Kawaiib in ootittuaecious opposifioit to liii matter ^ 'fMMitrlw 
A*”* 18 ?^’ *^**^^*^ ** ** ^ positive rule, not to recommend froon’bis orrn h(Mi«di<dd 

“* * ‘ any person for reception into the immediate suite of the Nawaub. In regard , to 

interviews, regular form should be invariably maintained. When the Resident 
desires to communicate with the Nawaub, be should always sbnd to ail: the 
audience Bn4 not repair at once to the palace, so as to give the appearance Of the 
Nawaub’s being constrained to grant it howsoever inconvenient. Within the 
palace, as well as in public, whatever may be the intimacy which prior habits hr 
services have established between the Nawaub and the Resident, an air of 
deferential politeness should be maintained by the Resident. This can never 
deceive the Nawaub into i-esistance against any just propositions of the Resident, 
but will, on the contrary, make him the more flexible, lest he shonld forfeit a 
shew of respect calculated to exalt him in the eyes of his subjects. Finally, 
after what had recently passed, the Resident' could not be too cautious not to 
let any of the gentlemen attached to the Residency slide into regular functious 
in any of the Nawaub’s establishments. Such a position must always militate 
with their primary duties, and cannot fail to lead to irregularities. This obser- 
vation does not extend to the physician. The claims of humanity would forbid 
any shackle to the Nawaub’s addressing himself for medical advice to the sur- 
geon of the Residency, and there can be no objection to any arrangement which 
shall make that recurrence more prompt and satisfactory. 

31. In stating these principles to the Resident, I expressed my hope that by a due 
regard to them, both Major Baillie and succeeding Residents would obtain from 
the Nawaub a willing compliance on every occasion where it might be necessary 
to interpose advice ; an acquiescence of very different import to the interests of 
the British Ciovernment from that enforced, reluctant, and tardy submission, 
which leaves the minds of the parties soured, and thence leads inevitably to mis- 
chievous estrangement. 

32. Major Baillie’s report of the Vizier’s reception of the communications 
referred to in the preceding paragraphs is contained in his despatch noted in the 
margin ;* to which, and to ray instructions in reply, I have the honour to refer 
you for information on that subject, and for a statement of the manner in which 
I authorized Major Baillie to remove the anxiety which his Excellency appears to 
have felt on one or two of the points in question. 

33. The only su’oject comprehended in the preceding discussion, to which it 
is necessary for me to solicit the further attention of your Honourable Court, is 
the question of reform. Your Honourable Court will observe that the Vizier 
signified to Major Baillie bis perfect acquiescence in the plan recommended 
by the Resident, consonantly to the original instructions of the British Govern- 
ment, and engaged to carry it into effect, and that the Ministers received 
instructions to proceetl in the execution of that work in concert with the Resident. 
The despatches noted in the margin^ refer to the progress which had been made 
in the reform antecedently to the period just now referred to, in consequence of 
the orders issued by his Excellency soon after his accession, as reported io the 
fourth paragraph. It had languished for a time, in consequence of the cabals and 
intrigues to which reference is made in the sixteenth paragraph ; but under the 
influence of the resolution now framed by his Excellency, and the orders to the 
Ministers that were zealously obeyed, the measure proceeded with apparent 
success.^ A considerable impediment to its success arose from the necessity of 
withdrawing from Oude a large portion of the troops usually stationed in that 
territory, in consequence of the exigencies of the war with Nepaul ; but not- 
withstanding this unfavourable circumstance, there was every hope that it would 
ultimately succeed (at least to an extent sufficient to demonstrate the expediency 
of persevering), if an unfortunate change in his Excellency’s disposition ' and 
counsel had not taken place, which after^ much wavering and inconststeney of 

conduct 

^ Political Consultations, 7tli March, vide pages 9127 and 931. 

f Political Consultations, 2d August, IGtli August, 16th September, 27tlr September, 11th 
October, 18th November, and 6th December 1814, vide pages 6^, 627, 6S0> 636> and 644*. 

J Political Consultations, 6th December, 18th December, 20th December 1814 ; 17th Jamwry> 
Uth February, 28tli February, 28lh March, 26th April, and 28th June 1815; vide pajjes 6?9, 

rv"). 
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tB 0 tt 4 iipt oiulbepurt (^tbe Vbier has terminated in the suspdosiein oC the^functions 
ofithe Mii)isiera» and entirely put an end, for the present, to the progress of the 
n&tmi , . 

34 l^rae indications of his Excellency’s displeasure at his Ministers Wd taken 
place at different times, hut they were not of a nature to excite a belii^ that he 
aitertein^ any design of depriving them of their authority or official situations,* 
and the instances in question, as well as the return of his Excellency’s good- 
humour, were sufficiently accounted for by the known fickleness and wetness 
of his Excellency’s character. The enemies of Moatummud-ood>Dowlah ( Agha 
Meer) were always at hand, to take advantage of any opportunity of exciting 
his Excellency’s displeasure at that person, but until the occasion offered by the 
absence of the Minister in attendance on his Excellency’s son, who was deputed 
by- the Vizier to visit me at this station, they were not able to accomplish their 
purpose. It is not necessary for me to enter into any detail of the intrigues and 
artifices by which this object has been ultimately effected ; for so 1 consider it to 
be, since although the Minister and the Dewan both retain their situations 
nominally, they have ceased to exercise their official functions. Major Bailiie’s 
despatches noted in the margin contain alt the information 1 possess on that 
subject, and the tenor of the latest of them, and of his Excellency’s letter to me, 
indicates a disposition on the part of the Vizier to dismiss them from office, and 
to combine with this measure the recall of Hukeem Mehdce. Major BailUe has 
also reported the entire suspension of the progress of the reform since the depar- 
ture of the Minister and the Dewan from Lucknow on the duty above referred 
to. Their loss of the Vizier’s favour is ascribed by Major Baillie to the insidious 
misrepresentations made by their enemies of the exertions of the Minister in 
prosecuting the reform, and in the part they took in the negotiation of the 
second loan of a crore of rupees, and other acts manifesting their desire to pro- 
mote the objects of the British Government as connected with the affairs of Oside. 
All these acts arc represented to the Vizier as so many proofs of the entire devo- 
tion of the Ministers to the British Government and the Resident, and his 
Excellency is made to believe that their continuance in office is incompatible 
with the preservation of his legitimate authority and guaranteed independence. 
The weakness of the Vizier’s character was nut proof against these artful insinua- 
tions. On these points, embracing so many important consequences, I shall 
probably have shortly to address your Honourable Court. 

35. I shall now lay before your Honourable Court a summary of the pro- 
ceedings connected with the deputation of his Excellency's son to Futtygurh, 
and such other points referred to in the recent correspondence with the Resident 
at Lucknow, as it appears proper to include in this despatch. 


36. In the month of March, soon after iny arrival at Futtygurh, the Vizier 
stated his intentionf to depute his minister, Moatummud-ood-DowIali, to con- 
gratulate me on the completion of my tour, and to charge him at the same time, 
with a paper of requests, to which he was instructed to obtain my answers. His 
Excellency ultimately resolved on sending his only son, the Nawaub Nuseer- 
ood-Deen Hyder,. on this mission, attended by the Minister and the Dewan, 
entrusting to the charge of the Minister the business to which the paper of requests 
referred. The Nawaub, attended by the Ministers, arrived at Futtygurh on the 
15th of June, and commenced his return to Lucknow on the 24th of that 
month, during which time I endeavoured, by every demonstration of attention 
and kindness to the Nawaub, and of courtesy to the Minister, to manifest my 
friendship and regard for his Excellency the Vizier. During their residence here 
I had several interviews on business with the Minister and Dewan, at which his 
Excellency’s paper of requests was produced, and the tenor of those requests 
and of my answers discus^ed.t The latter were finally committed to writing, 
and a paper under my seal and signature containing them was delivered to the 
Minister. 

37. His 


* Political Consultatioas, 28th June 1815, vide page 681. 
t Political Consultations, 18th April and 30th May, vide page 731. 
t Political Consultations, 18th July 1815, vide pages 735 to 740. 
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^ 97 < Excellency'* raqtteiti «»1 my ankwet* wm itt kidbitiaoe ^ 

l*t Beiatim|*,Uw costuiw^') In my atiswer to his ExceHency'’s fon&ei* papers, I (muI 
of Nuseeivo^wyiahw^w^j- /jeclarc^ that I considered hi* Excellency to be posscii^ 
/lei's other totWl»».ai»4 w ^ uncontrolled authority over his and rela&jns. 

I tvas not nmare of any means, on my part, of strengthen^ his Excellency's 
authority in that reypect. without I gave an assurance oi so unqualified a uscure 
as might be interpreted into a sanction for severity, vrhioh the British Govern^ 
ment would never think it just to countenance : 1 therefore so fashioned my 
answer, as to convey to bis Excellency the fullest assurances of my desire to 
uphold his authority over his brother and tlie other members of bis family, but 
to reserve the right of interposing to correct or initi|^te any proce^tng founded 
on false or exaggerated statements. *The fitness of such interposition myst be 
determined by the circumstances of each particular case, and the Ecsident’s 
knowledge of piy sentiments and principles of action with reference to the 
Government of Oude will enable him to regulate his conduct. 


2d Uciativeto(bheaiietfedcon-7 I saw no reason to suppose that these charges i^gamst 
duct of simms-ood-Dowlab. j Slmms*ood-Dowlah originated in any other cause than ^ 
Vizier’s natural jealousy and suspicion of bis brother. There could be no hesi- 
tation, however, on ray part, in conveying the most positive assurances to his 
Excellency, that such proceedings on the part of Shums-ood-Dowlah as were 
ascribed to him, would not only receive no countenance from the British Govern> 
ment but be severely reprobated, and that assurance was accordingly given. 


Id Expressing lus Excellency’s x The tenor of the engagement with the Bhow Begum 
dtsiu tj> l»e put m posMssion of I jjjjpjjggj, Qjj jjjg British Government the obligation of secu- 

the wealth of the Bhow Begum at f - ^ , , i .. ..i u .. ii ... i 

liei demihc. J ring to her relations and dependants the bequests allotted 

to them by her Highness’s testamentary disposition of her 
property, which can only be effectually done by vesting in the hands of the 
Honouiable Company a fund adequate to the put pose. It is certain, too, that 
the Begum considered the arrangement to be entirely independent of the Vizier’s 
Government, and the British Government is bound to act on that construction. 
Admitting the Vizier’s present indisposition fo fulfil the objects of her Highness’s 
will, it is obvious that occasions might (and judging from past experience, theie 
is no doubt that they woqld) fiequently arise for discussion and altercation relative 
to the stipends, which would disturb the harmony between the two Governments, 
and the objects happily secured by the teims of the fiist loan would thus be 
defeated, by the introduction of new causes of altercation and dispute. A com- 
pliance with the Vizier’s wishes in this instance was therefore inadmissible, and 
1 declined it, on the grounds of our faith being pledged to the Begum to carry 
the arrangement into effect in the manner expiessed in the engagement, adding 
the most satisfactory assurances relative to her Highness’s surplus wealth and 
the reversion of the jaglers. , 


4th. Requeuing th^ Khyree- \ In reply to this, I Stated, that I was earnestly desirous oI 
7^ his Excellency’, wishes in this respecl, aud that «hra 

(.oorkahs may te granted to /iM^he country should be conquered from the Goorkalis, and the 
Excellency, either OB aMmpensation \ \n%yxvrection then prevailing be suppressqi^ qnd peace witli the 
/w 1 hr loan or otherwise. '^Gooikahs have taken place, I should be prepared to enter 

on the consideration of the subject. It appears to me to be an object of con- 
siderable importance, to render the transfer of Khyreegurh, and the rest of Uie 
(joorkah terrace lying contiguous to the Vizier’s territories, a means of redu- 
cing a considerable portion, or perbap* the whole of the last loan of a crore of 
rupees, by adopting an an angement of thq nature spontaneously su^sted by 
the Vizier; but in the ipipenrect *ta«e/<>f my information on the sulyect.pf ibe 
lesoutces of that country, which iqdeed qoiud ppt yet he considered at our di<^ 
posdt, I did not judge it advisable to make any fopfp specific assurance to hi^ 
Excellency than that above atated. 

38. I availed myself of the occasion of my lart interview with the Minister, 
to e.x[)reb8 the sense cherished by the British Government df tlie extraordinary 
liberality of his Excellency in tbc|>ecunittty aid whlCh4e Govern- 
ment during the late season of actual and appreiwod^ fpd to satbfy 

his Excellency’s mind by an assuiance that tlte British Government did not 

» teller- 
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entertain the intention of again trespassing on the liberality of his Excellency’s 
disposition. 

39 . In the letter which I addressed to the Vizier, giving cover to the paper 
containing my answers to his requests, I adverted to tlie progress of the measure 
of reform in the revenue and administration of Oude, and other arrangements 
for the improvement of the country, adopted at the instance of the British 
Government, in the hope that this would testily the importance attached by the 
British Government to the success of those arrangements, and afford the Resi- 
dent, if necessary, an opportunity of drawing his Excellency’s attention to the 
subject. The Minister was apprized of the contents of the Governor- Generars 
letter to the Vizier. 

40. The necessity of such a suggestion was becoming very apparent, and his 
Excellency about this time addressed a letter to me,* ()ro|Josing that the allow- 
ance of ten per cent, on the revenues, which had bee® allowed to the Tehsilclars 
under the new system, should be abolished, and fixed salaries assigned to them 
instead, with a view to the reduction of expense. There was every reason to 
belie, ve that this proposition had been suggested to him with a view to impede 
the progress of the reform, an effect which it certainly appeared to me calcu- 
lated to produce, by discouraging the Tehsildars and weakening their zeal and 
exertions : I therefore replied to his Excellency, f dissuading him from the 
measure, at least until the close of the year, stating at some length my reasons 
for this advice. I beg to refer your Honourable Court to the recorded corres- 
pondence for information on this subject. 


Political Letter 
from Lord Moira, 
16 Aug. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL I.EITER to BENGAL, 


Letter from, dated 18th May 
B14. Hespecting the negotiation 
ith the Nawaub Vizier for cffect- 


Dated the 22d March 1816. 

Par. 79 - Our despatch in the Political Department of 
the 18th February 1814, paragraphs 131 to 135, contained 


preform in the administration i » summary view of your proceedings at that time before us, 
his Excellency’s affairs. .7 011 the subject of your negotiation with the Nawahb Vizier 

for effecting a general reform in the internal udministration of his Excellency’s 
affairs, and we expressed our regict that the negotiation, so ably and zealously 
conducted on the part of the Resident at the Vizier’s Court, under your instruc- 
tions, for the attainment of that object, had failed of success. In the one hundred 
and seventieth paragraph of our subsequent despatch of the 30th September 1814, 
w'e signified our approbation of tlie general tenor and purport of the Governor- 
General's (Lord Miiito’s) letter of rcrnoiistrance to the Nawaub Vizier of the 
8tli May 1812, urging his Excellency to adopt a line of conduct more creditable 
to himself and more consistent with the obligations of existing treaties. 

80. The death of the Nawaub Vizier since the date of your letter before us, 
has rendered any minute observations on the narrative therein contained re- 
specting the continuance of the negotiation unnecessary. We are not prejiared 
to say that his Excellency in the course of the negociation was not on some 
occasions urged witb too much xchemcncc to ailopt the plan of refonn which had 
been proposed to him. It appearing, however, that his Excellency continued 
Ip entertain a decided repugnance to the particular plan of refonn which had 
fieeii submitted to him by Lord Minto (though he had at one time given his 
consent thereto), and to any modification of it consonant to the sentiments and 
wishes at that time entertained by your Government on that important point, 
and as no hopes could he entertained of success from any further endeavours 
short of compulsion to carry that measure into execution in the precise form in 
which it had hitherto been urged, we concur entirely in the view taken of the 
subject in the instructions which were issued to tlie Resident on the 25th March 
1814, J pointing out the necessity of desisting from the further prosecution of the 


* Polilical Consultations, 18th July 1815, vide page 686. 
' t Political Consultations, ISth July 1815, vide page 687. 
Vide page 60S. 
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origintil arrangement, but at the same time calling upon his Excellency to state his 
otvn views upon the subject, in such a manner as to lay a foundation for the 
discu-ssion ami eventual adoption of a plan, wliich though not embracing the full 
extent of the system uhieli had been recommended to him, might yet produce 
con.ddciahle practical improvement in tiie conduct of his administration and in 
the condilkm of lii^ .sulijccts; but we are greatly concerned that the subsequent 
illness and death of ilie'V’izicr put a peiiod to further proceedings on this highly 
important suliject. 


81. We feel it proper to take this opportunity of expressing our desire, that 
in the eicni of the discii'ision being resumed with the present Vizier, you will not, 
boa over favourably disposed bis Kxrellcney may be to attend to your suggestions, 
proceed to introduce into bis dominions any system of administration which shall 
not be founded upon a «|tte and considerate attention to the established insti- 
tutions and general u, sages of the country. Without enlarging upon the subject 
in this place, we would rcl’er you for our sentiments in regard to a premature 
intioduction of our .system, C'pecially in States where it must be administjjrcd by 
natives, to our Political Letter to the (iovernment of Fort St. George, datcil 
10th August 1814. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 

Dated the \7lh Sejd ember 1817. 

I.citcr from Lord Moira to the Par. 3. Ill the eightieth paragraph of our letter in the 
tourt, dated lAih August 1815 . 1 p()|uic:il Department, datctl the Slid March 18 H), we ex- 
(1 t(i 7.) Death of the NawaubSaa -1 ijm- concern at the melancholy event of the death ot 

-.Aloe Kha,., „„d w. Lave, now .o aignif, 

cler Khan Kefaut-ood-Dowlah to oui upj.rolialion or the pioinpt and judicious njeasui es puiMicd 
the musnud of Oude. |,v Colonel liaillic, the Jlesidcnt at Lucknow, under your 

instiuctions for sccuiino; the tian(|uil succession ot the legal heir to the musnud 
of Oude, as rcpoited in his letter ol* the hjtli July 1814. l>y this coiiKse ol 
proceeding, the suppobcd designs ot the Navvaub Sl)iims-ood-Doulah tor po!i- 
sessing hiinself of the tlirone, to the exclusion ol his brother, the Nawaub Ghazec* 
ood-Deen Ilyder Khan Refaut-ood-l)ou lab, were frustrated, and we have the 
pleasure to observe, tliat the accession o( the Vizier \^as eftectoally established 
without the smallest interruption to the ])ublic tramiuillily. 

4. Tlie arrangements adopted by you in support of the new adniinistiation, 
appear to have for their oljecl the siren, iffhening and consolidating tliose ties of 
Iricnflshij) and alliance which have so long existed between the btate oi Oiidr 
and the Ihitisli Goveimnent, and were calcidated to impress uj)on the former 
our solicitude to niaiutain unimpaired the amicable relations so happily established 
between the two Stales. 


(Hto ll»and37,38-) Stating that 
the Vizic** had accommodated Go- 
vern men the loan of two crorcs 

of rupees, 


5, ^Ve have derived a great satisfaction from tla; coni' 
mimieari(Ji) made to us in these paragraphs, of the voluntary 
j ofier on the (lart of the Vizier, of a loan of a crore of rupees, 
and \vp are sensihle o! tlic zeal for Kic public interests wliicli induced the (jo\er' 
nor-Geneial to pievail on ilie Viziei subsequently to extend that amount to two 
crores of rupees. We consider the important aid rendered to our linances by nib 
Excellency as manifesting on Ins part the cordial interest he feels in the prob- 
perity of our affairs, 

6\ We approve of the airaiigement entered into with bis Excellency for the 
permanent assignment of the interest on the first Joan, to which flic further sum 
of eight lacs fifty thousand rupees has been added, in payment of the pensions 
gianted by the Vizier under the guarantee of the Rriiisb Cioveriimeiil, 
observe, by the statement* accompanying the letter from tlie llesideni at iJicKno' 
of the 29th November 1814, amount to six lacks fitty-oue thousand rupees pr 
annum. In giving our sanction to this measure, we trust that the hope 
tained by our Governor-General of putting an end ta a truiljess source ot 

* Vide pageTti. 
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and vexatious discussion between the Vizier and the Resident, will not be PoJ»ti^L«tter 
disappointed. ns^tSlT* 

7k. We expect to be informed of the result of the arrangements in progress, 
alluded to in the thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth paragraphs of the letter now j 

under reply, for redeeming the last loan of acroreof rupees, by the transfer to the 
Vizier of the district of Khyreegurh and the rest of the Goorkah territoiy con- 
tiguous to his Excellency’s territories, in compliance with the spontaneous 
proposition njade to you by his Excellency to that effect. 

8. Such further observations as we may deem necessary to offer on the subject 
of our pecuniary transactions with the State of Oude will be communicated from 
the Financial Department. 

(,15). Provision allotted by .» g. The conduct and suspected designs of Shums-ood- 
'^1 r md**to ^the’ ht^vt [■ immediately after the decease of the late Vizier, and 

rther-iadaw,ttunizaunAlee f estrangement which existed between him and his brother, 

rendered it necessary to the tranquillity of the Government 
of Oude that a firm but conciliatory course of policy should be observed towards 
Sbums-ood-Dowlah. We therefore approve of the arrangement adopted by the 
Governor General in concurrence with the Vizier, permitting Shums-ood> 

Dowlah to retiic to Benares on a stipend of a lac and a half of rupees per 
annum, which was assigne«l to him by his Excellency, and of which you have 
guaranteed the payment from your treasury. 

10. We notice with satisfaction the success which attended the efforts of our 
(Jovernor-Gcncral, as reported in his Lordship’s letter* to the Vice-President in 
Council of tilt ‘29th December 18 Id, to ameliorate the situation of Rumzaun 
Alee Khan, whose services, in having conveyed to the Resident at Lucknow 
the early intelligence of the decease of the Vizier, enabled Colonel Baillie to 
make timely arrangements for securing the undisturbed succession of the present 
Vizier, and we approve of the stipend of 58,212 rupees per annum granted by 
the Vi/.ier to Kniiuaun Alee Khan at the recommendation of Marquess Hastings 
being included among those to he paid by your (iovernment. 

>♦0.) Negotiation for the re- 1 12. Our sentiments on this important subject have been 

the Administration of Oude >so fully communicated to you ill our despatches from this 
1 with the present Vizier. department of the 18lh February and 30th September 

1814, and ‘2‘2(l March 181(), that it is unnecessary for us in this place to enter 
mucli at length into the subject of these paragraphs ; more particularly, as in the 
eiglity-linst paiagiapli of our last-mentioned letter we expressed our desire, that 
in the event of the discussion being resumed with the present Vizier, you would 
not, however favourably disposed his Excellency might be to attend to your sug- 
gestions, proceed to intioduee into his dominions any system of administration 
which should not he founded upon a due and considerate attention to the esta- 
blislied institutions and general usages of thecofintry. We concur in the senti- 
ments expiessed by tlic Goveinoi -General in the sixteenth and twentieth para- 
graphs of his letter to Colonel B.iillic of the 12th November 1814, f and we agree 
with his Lordsliip, that “ in construing the terms of tlie reconlcd engagements 
“ between the 1 lonoill-ahle Company and the Nawaub of Oude, it is required by 
“ every priiici[)lt* ol justice, that the most liberal and comprehensive meaning 
“ should be given to suen articles of the treaty ot,1801 as are in favour of that 
“ part\, whose weakness presents no security for him but in that good faith on 
“ which he has relied.” 


• Vide page 862. 

f Vide page s 918 and 919. 
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DOCUMENTS 


RELATING TO 

the removal of lieut.-colonel baillie 

FROM THE OFFICE OF 

RESIDENT AT LUCKNOW. 


PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE MARQUESS OF HASTINGS AND LIEUTENANT-COLONEJL BAILLIE. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER /ro?« LORD MOIRA to the COURT 

OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated the \5th August 1815. 

Par. 16. I now beg leave to draw the attention of your Honourable Court to 
tlic enclosed documents,* containing the details of all the remaining transactions 
relative to the afl'airs of Lucknow, which occupied my attention during my resi- 
dence at that capital. The documents above referred to, with the explanatory 
observations wliich I have added, in order to shew my view of the extraordinary 
transactions to which they relate, appear to me to place the whole case in such a 
point of view, as to enable your Honourable Court to form a judgment on the 
question, without the necessity of any additional remark on my part : I shall, 
therefore, instead of attempting to state the substance of those papers in such a 
summary form as would be consistent with the limits of a despatch, solicit the 
atteation of your Honourable Court to the documents themselves. 


POLITICAL LETTER /row BENGAL, 

Dated the SOlh March 1816. 


Honourable Sirs : 

On the proceedings noted in the marginf is recorded a despatch from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Baillie, late Resident at Lucknow, purporting to be in explanation 
of the circumstances and transactions which form the subject of enclosures of the 

Govetfior- 


« Political Consultations, 7th March 1815, vide next page, 
t Political Consultations, Sd Novenber 1815, vide page 936. 
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Political Letter 
froin Lord Moira, 
16 Aug. 181.5. 


Political Lettei- 
from Bengal, 
30 Mar. 1816. 
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Letter 

Troni Bengal, 
:U> Mar. IM6. 


Vn ugal Political 

C (Misnllatioiis, 

r Mar. 181. >. 


Lftter troni 
< jijvenior-tiMicral. 


CiijvL’inor (leneral's (Ifspatch to the Vice-President in Council, under date the 
‘jpth Decciriber 1814, relative to the affairs of Oude, and recorded on the pro- 
ceedings noted in the margin.* The style and tenor of that despatch appearing 
to the CJovernor-General to render it indispensably necessary that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Buillie should be removed from the office of Resident at Lucknow, for 
the reasons stated by his Lordship in a minute recorded on the same proceedings, 
that measure was carried into effect with the concurrence of the Board, expressed 
in minutes recorded by tlie Members of the Cfouncil on the same proceedings, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Baillic has since proceeded to England on furlough. 

i.’. '1 he ohjcct of this despatcli, is to lay before your Honourable Court the 
enclosed copy of a minnte of the Govenior-Generdl, containing a detailed review 
of the whole transaction, and which it is the retjucst of his Lordship may be 
taken into consideration by yonr Honourable (k)tirt at tbe time when the pro- 
ceedings containing Lieutenant-Colonel Bail lie's despatch shall come l»efore you. 

3. A separate minute has been recorded by Mr. Edmonstone, referring to one 
part of the (iovernor-Generars minute, in which Mr. Edmonstone considered 
the measures of the former Government to he animadverted on. A copy of that 
minute, and of a further minute by the Governor-General, and of one also 
recorded l)y Mr. Si ton, are transmitted as numbers in the packet. 

4. We shall ptohahly have occasion, at a fntnre period, to address your 
Hononi able Court on tile gtmcral subject of the principles by which onr inter- 
course with the Court of Lucknow on^ht to he goveined, to which the concluding 
paragraphs of the Governor-Gcncrars minute refer. 

We have, &.c. 

Fort-Williain, (.Signed) iMoiR.v, 

5Vtl) MaiGi 18l(). ' N, B. Edmoxstonf,, 

Aiu’iJ 1 liAi.n Si.TOX, 

G. Dowdj savki.i . 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

The 'll th March 1815. 

Ordere<l, That the following letter from liis Excellency the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, together with its several enclosures, be here 
recorded. 


To His Excellency Sir G. Nugent, K. B., Vice-President in Council. 

Honourable Sir : 

1. Being desirous of bringing under your notice, and of placing on tbe 
records of Government, a complete statement of my proceedings dining my 
late visit to Lucknow, I now proceed to fulfil that purpose, which the extraor- 
dinary pressure of public business has hitherto compelled me to postpone. 

2. In my letter of the 2ytli of October last, I had the honour to apprize 
you of my having accepted, on the part of the Honourable Company, of a 
loan of a crore of rupees from his Excellency the Vizier, and intimated my 
intention of making an arrangement for the payment of the interest of that 
sum, from which I hoped that mutual benefit would be derived by the British 
Government and by that of Oude. 

;J. The correspondence of the Resident at Lucknow will have apprized you 
of the nature of that arrangemenl, and together with tbe copy of my final 
in.strnetions on the subject to Major Baillie, transmitted to the Presidency on 


^ Political (/onsultatioiifii^ Ytli March 1815. 
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the 12th instant, will prccliifle the necessity of entering more particularly into 
the question in this place. ■ 

4. I feel a confident persuasion that the transfer to the Honourable Company 
of the obligation of paying directly from its own treasury those stipends for 
which it is the guarantee, will destroy a fruitful source of debate and vexatious 
discussion between the Vizier and the Resident, the evil effects of which have 
been so frequently a matter of regret, while their occurrence was almost 
unavoidable. 

5. Your Excellency in Council will observe, that among the stipends now 
to be paid by the Honourable C’ompaiiy are that of the Vizier's brother, the 
Nawaub Shums-ood-Dpwlali, who has retired to Benares, and the stipend to 
Rumzaun Alee Khan, the brother-in-law of the late Nawaub Saadut Alee 
Khan. 

6. The conduct and designs of Shums ood-Dowlali, immediately after the 
demise of the late Vizier, although happily frustrated by the vigilance of the 
Resident, could not fail to produce a feeling in the mind both of the Vizier and 
of his brother, which would render the residence of the latter within the domi- 
nions of Oude incompatible witii the comfort or tranquillity of either. '1 he 
Vizier could not, with any confidence or satisfaction, associate w'ith a brother, 
whom he knew to have entertained the design of excluding him from the 
musnad, and to have appealed to the British Government against the succession 
as it had actually been established ; and the necessary consequence was, the 
estrangement of Shums-ood-Dowlah from his brother’s Court, and his destitution 
of the dignity, honour, consideration, anti power, which he possessed during 
his father's life time : a change in his condition which could not be borne with 
tranquillity. 

7. I soon found this previously conceived opinion fully justified ; and your 
Excellency in Council will perceive in the documents marked Number J, of 
that series to which I shall more particularly refer in a subsequent paragraph, 
that an indirect expression of tlie Vizier’s wish for the removal of his brother 
from Oude was conveyed to me by his Excellency. Although the paper whicli 
contained it was afterwards withdrawn, the real inclination of the Vizier was 
not the less certain, and the removal of his brother has undoubtedly been to 
him a source of the highest satisfaction. 

S. With respect to Shums-ood Dowlah, your Excellency in (buncil will be 
pleased to ob.servc, that lie made also a direct application to me* to be per- 
mitted to retire within the Honourable Company’s provinces ; a circumstance 
which remQved all difficulty in carrying the arrangement into effect. 

{). It was to be supposed, that the cxj)cctatiou of .Shums- ood-Dowlah, with 
regard to the stipend to be received by him at Benares, would exceed the dis- 
position of the Vizier : but the mediation ol the Resident, under my orders, 
effected an adjustment, which appears to me to combine a due consideration 
for the rank and station of Shums-ood-Dowlah, with that rorard to the wishes 
of the Vizier which he was entitled to expect at my hands. | 

10. The document marked F. ot those annexed to tliis letter is the transla- 
tion of a paper delivered to me by .Shums ood- Dowlah on the occasion of a 
private interview which I had wiili him at C'awnpoie on the 11th of October. 
On this occasion 1 stated to Sliums-ood-DowIah that his recent conduct, as 
reported to me by the Resident, had sitncrsedod, in my mind, those sentiments 
wliich his proceeilitigs immediately after the demise of the late Vizier could 
not iiiil to excite with relation to him, and that as long as he pursued the con- 
duct which had received my approbation, and manifested towards his brother 
and Sovereign that deference, respect, and obovlience, which were due to him, 
he might be assureil of the protection and consideration of the British Govern- 
ment. 


* Sec Ericlo^urr \. 
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UcngBi 1‘ujitiaii ment. At this time I was not apprized of the contents of bis paper, which on 
ConsuUauons, subsequent inspection did not appear to me to reqUire any apswer. 

Lettei froul II. The Nawatib JShums.ood-Dowlah received his formal audience of leave 
(iovemoi-aeticiai. from the Vizier, in my 'presence, on the 10th November, and departed from 
Lucknow on the 6th December. 

1^. It is proper that I should state the grounds on which I deemed it expe- 
dient and just to interfere with the Vizier in behalf of Rumzaiin Alee Khan. 

13. This person, as is known to your Excellency in Council, held an office 
which placed him in immediate attendance on the late Vizier, and he was the 
only person with his Excellency when he was seized with the illness which sud- 
denly terminated his life. The Resident has reported,’ in his despatch of the 
12th of .July, that he received the intelligence of the Vizier's dangerous situa- 
tion from Rumzaun Alec Khan, who with praiseworthy fidelity and good sense 
proceeded directly to the Resident, carefully concealing the circumstance from 
every body else, and thus enabled Major Baillie to take those timely and effijc- 
tual measures which secured the tranquil accession of the legitimate heir and 
frustrated the designs of his enemies. 

14. Considering the direct interest which the British Government has in the 
tranquillity of Oude, and the embarrassment, inconvenience, and expense to 
which it would have been exposed in the event of a disputed succession, or of 
<listurbance and insurrection, which would have been the consequence of a public 
knowledge of the death of the late Vizier before the Resident’s arrangements 
were completed, I cannot but consider Rumzaun Alee Khan to have rendered 
an essential service, both to the British Government and to the Vizier, and I 
according deemed it to be my duty to recommend him strongly to the favour 
and countenance of his Excellency. I regret to say, that tins measure had 
become necessary, in consequence of the too apparent disposition of the Viriei 
to forget the obligation which he owed to Rumzaun Alee Khan, and that the 
latter had already experiencetl marks of his Excellency’s displeasure, for which 
no part of his conduct, as far as I could learn, afforded just ground. 

15. I was happy to find that, in consequence of my recommendation of 
Rumzaun Alee Khan, the Vizier spontaneously proposed that his stipend, 
amounting to Rupees 58,212 per annum, should be included among tho$0 to 
be paid by the Honourable Company, and added to the loan a further sum of 
eight lacs and a-half of rupees to meet this additional payment. 

1 6. Your Excellency in Council will observe, that my recommendation to 
his Excellency in favour of Rumzaun Alee Khan was, that he might continue 
to enjoy the stipend of which he was actually in the receipt, and tnat he might 
be indemnified for the loss of the emoluments of the offices which he held about 
the person of the late Vizier, in the event of the present Vizier dispensing 
with his services j and according to my recollection, and that of the gentle- 
men who were present at the conference at which the object was agitated, his 
Excellency signified his acquiescence. It now appears from Major Bailiie’.s 
despatch of the 6th instant, that his Excellency did not consider his assent to 
be given to more than a coiifirmation of his pension. As the Vizier has stated 
his intention to address me directly on this subject, I have suspended any com- 
munication either to his Excellency or to Major Baillie. My opinion is, that 
the advantage already secured to Rumzaun Alee Khan is liberal and ample ; 
and if I find his Excellency extremely averse to any extension of bis liberality, 

I do not propose to urge it, I shall think it proper, however,, to repeat my 
orders to the Resident to represent to the Vizier the merits and services' oi 
Rumzaun Alee Khan, and the injury which his Excellency’s reputation roust 
sustain from any harsh and unmerited treatment of a person to whom he is so 
greatly indebted. * 

17-1 have deemed it requisite to advert to this case at more length than it may 
seem to demand, as it constitutes the only one in which I found it necessary to 

interfere 
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interfere in behalf of any individual at the Vizier’s Court, and the only one of hengal I’oliucai 
that description wliich can, I conceive, give rise to any discussion of an un- 7”^^al•!*8T5^ 

pleasant nature between bis Excellency and the llesident. I trust, however, — _ 
that this is improbable, as the direct payment of ' the stipend obviates the prin- LeittrtVom 
cipal cause of difference. Govcrnor-(;cnoi«i 

J8. 1 now beg leave to draw the attention of your Excellency in Council to 
the enclosed documents. Nos. 1 to 13, which contain the {letails of all the 
remaining transactions relative to the affairs of Lucknow', which occupied my 
attention during my residence at that capital. 

19. To those documents I have added a paper of observations drawn up for 
the purpose of conveying more clearly my view of the exiraoidinary tiansactions 
to which they relate, and I request that it may be recorded with the other 
papers. 

SO. The documents themselves, with my explanatory observations, appear to 
me to place the whole case in such a point of view, as to enable yoiir Excel- 
lency in Council, and ultimately the authorities at home, to hu m a judgment 
on the question, without the necessity of any additional remark on my part. 

i^l. There are only two other points on which I deem it necessary to state 
some observations, namely, the appointment by the Vizier of a Minister, and 
a Paishcar and De\Kaii, and the removal of Hukeein Mehdee Alee Khan 
from Lucknow. • 

22. Your Excellency is too well acquainted with the conduct of Hnkeem 
Mehdee, and ins uniform opposition to our just views at the Court of Lucknow, 
as recorded in the official correspondence with the llesident, to render it neces- 
sary for me to state the considerations which induced me to urge his removal 
from the presence and councils of the Vizier. His talents and capacity for 
business, together with Ins insinuating manners and address, gave him a 
decided asccndanc} iwer the mind of the Vizier, whicli he would undoubtedly 
have exercised, as he had done before, to subvert and destroy the Just 
and legitimate influence of the British Government in his Excellency’s 
administration. 

23. The appointment of on efficient and responsible Minister rt the Court of 
Oude has long been an object of anxiety with the British Government. In 
the life-time of the late Vizier the existence of such a channel of communica- 
tion between the Vizier and the Resident would undoubtedly have prevented 
much of that vexatious and unpleasant altercation which has so frequently 
excited the regret and concern of this Government. The character of his 
successor affords le.ss ground of apprehension that similar impediments to the 
cordial co-operation of the two Governments, in the prosecution of objects of 
common interest, will arise in future ; but there are defects in it which 
strongly point out the importance of there being an efficient Minister for the 
conduct of the details of the Government, possessing equally the confidence 
of the Vizier and of the British Government. 

24>. I regret to state, that I cannot consider this object to be attained, lo the 
extent of my wishes, by the arrangements recently made, though I conceive 
them to be likely to be attained with advantage to a certain extent. 

25. Having deemed it to be my duty, for the reasons stated, to object to 
Hukeem Mehdee as Minister, his Excellency next proposed the appointment of 
his confidential servant, Agha Meer, to be Paishcar, and Race Dya-Krisheij 
to be Dewan,* to act in their respective offices in the name of his Excellency’s 
son, on whom he conferred the nominal office of Minister. 

26. Not deeming myself warranted in opposing his Excellency’s wishes 
regarding his choice of Ministers, except in a case when it might fall on a person 
known to be adverse to the interests of the British Government, and to the true 

and 


* Sec Enclosure, No. 12. 
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see 

and jast principles of the connection between that Government and the State 
of Oude, I had only to acquiesce in his Excellency's selection. 

27. Agha Meer, the Paishcar, has been in the Vizier's service from his 
infancy, and is believed to possess his confidence. He is not, however, a person 
of the rank, talents, or experience in business, to qualify him for ths omce to 
which he has been appointed. There is little doubt that his advice would have 
swayed his master, even had he remained in a private capacity j and it might, 
and probably would, often have been opposed to that of the ostensible minister. 
In this point of view, therefore, some advantage may be derived from his ap. 
pointment to an ostensible and efficient office in the State. 

28. The Dewan, Dya-Krishen, has long been at the head of the Vizier’s 
revenue department, and bears a good character for integrity and knowledge 
of business ; but he does not possess that degree of weight and influence which 
might be wished. I am not aware, however, that a more unexceptionable 
person could have been selected for the office. 

29. I have no reason to doubt the attachment of’ both the Paishcar and the 
Dewan to the British Government, or their disposition to promote the interests 
of the two States. Indeed, notwithstanding the opinion which 1 have expressed 
of their unfitness, in some respects, for the situations to which they have been 
named, it would not be easy to say, adverting to the dearth of character, talent, 
and integrity at the Court of Lucknow, that fitter persona could be found ; and 
I indulge a hope, that the business of the (Jovernment will be conducted with 
as much regularity, order, "and propriety, as can be expected, under the 
actual circumstances of that Court. 

30. I deemed it proper to be present at the investiture of the Minister and 
the two subordinate officers, which took place at the Vizier’s palace on the 
10th November. Major Baillie’s subsequent reports of the conduct of the 
Ministers has, as your Excellency in Council will observe, been favourable. 

31. Your Excellency in Council will have observed with satisfaction, from 
the Resident’s despatch of the Gth instant,* that his Excellency has renewed in 
the most unqualified terms his assent to the plan of reform proposed by tlie 
British Government, and I trust that it will now be carried into effect with as 
much expedition as circumstances will adroit. 

32. His Excellency has also issued orders to his officers which, I trust, will 
contribute to the efficiency of the police of the Honourable Company’s districts 
adjoining the territory of Oude. The correspondence on this subject, excepting 
such part as either is included in the enclosures Nos. 32 and 33, or has been 
already forwarded, will be separately transmitted. 

33. I request that your Excellency will direct copies of this despatch and the 
documents enclosed in it, to be prepared for transmission at an early period to 
the Honourable the Court of Directors. I propose to address the Honourable 
Court on the subject without delay. 

I have. Sec. 

Camp, Seharunpore, (Signed) Moiba. 

29th December 1814. 

From the Nawaub Shums.ood-Dowlah, Brother of His Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier. (Received the 3d November 1814.) 

(After expressions of respect and of desire for the honour of a persimal 
meeting :) 

The state of the case is tiiis : by reason of the infinite sorrow and unhappiness 
which I experienced on the demise of my father, I immediately determined to 
remove to Benares, to which place I am naturally attached. Accormngly> 
repeatedly spoke to Major Baillie on this subject. Being still fixed in my 
resolution to go to Benares, and having no desire whatever to remain i 
Lucknow, I hope that your Lordship, in your great kindnew and fevoui, wi 
obtain for me the consent of his Excellency the Vizier, and the payment w ’ 


* Vide page 93L 
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at the former city, of the monthly personal allowance of 25,000 rupees, 
including ray present stipend, and some increase, and also of the allowance as 
hitherto, of 3,171 rupees 14 annas for my mother, my muhl, and my children. 
Let the garden at Doorga Koon and its dependencies, together with the otlier 
buildiOgs there, and also the rumna on the banks of the Ganges, and the houses 
in tbe^city situated in the Chouk, and the house known by the name of Jituk 
Race's House, be also made over to me, that they may become my right and 
property. I have further to request, that your Lordship will write with your owm 
hand to the chief authority at Benares, directing him to afford me his aid and 
assistance in all matters, and that a British guard may be directed to attend me 
to Benares for my protection by the way. Let my stipend be discharged by 
regular ibonthly payments, agreeably to the enclosed statement j that being 
thus at my ease with regard to my expenses, I may pass my days in quiet, 
secure under the protection of the Honourable Company’s Government, and 
full of gratitude and acknowledgments for the kindness of your Lordship and 
the Honourable Company. 

Statement enclosed in the foregoing. 


Abstract : 

Monthly stipend .....Rupees 28,171 0 0 


Detail : 





Personal stipend 


25,000 

0 

0 

Being stipend now received 

..... 11,000 




Augmentation 

.... 14,000 




Allowance to my mother 


271 

14 

0 

Ditto to the ladies of the muhl 


1,000 

0 

0 

Ditto to my children, three sons, each 

500 rupees 

1,500 

0 

0 

One daughter 

400 

0 

0 

Total 

•••• Rupees 

CO 

14 

0 


A true tran-jlation : 

(Signed) G. SwiNTON, 

Persian Secretary to the Goveruor-General. 


To the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlali, Biother to his Excellency the Nawaiib 
Vizier. (Written the i)th November 1814.) 

I have had the honour to receive your letter. (Recapitulate contents of lettei 
received 3d November.) 

You have been verbally apprized this morning, that his Excellency the Nawaub 
Yizier has been pleased to signify his assent to your permanent residence at Benares, 
and has 6xcd for you a stipend of two lacs of rupees per annum, including the 
allowances hitherto assigned for the maintenance of your mother, your muhl, 
and children. That stipend will be paid to you, agreeably to your request, monthly, 
from the treasury at Benares. You have also been informed of his Excellency’s 
intention to grant to you the gardens of Doorga Koon with its dependencies, and 
the rumna on the Ganges. 

1 shall have great pleasure in complying with your request for a guard of 
British troops to attend you to Benares, and in directing the chief civil authority 
at that city to afford you every assistance, and to manifest towards you every 
suitable degree of attention and respect. 

I shall be happy to learn that you have arrived at Benares in safety, and that 
you have found every thing agr«>eable to your wish. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) G. Swintok, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 
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To W. A. Brooke, Esq. Agent of the Governor-General at Benares.. 

Sir : " 

1. The Nawaub Sliums-oocl-Dovvlah, scfcontl brother of his Excellency the 
Vizier, having spontaneously solicited the permission of the Vizier and of the 
Governor-General to retire to Benares, 1 am directed to inform you tllat the 
Kawaub 'will proceed to that city as soon as his preparations for the journey 
can be completed. 

J2. A stipend of two lacs of rupees per annum has been assigned to the 
Nawaub by his Excellency the Vizier, and is to he paid by monthly instalments 
from the public treasury at Benaics, and the house of Doorga Koon, and the 
adjacent buildings, latuls, and rumna, the property of his Excellency the 
Vizier, have been assigned to the Nawaub for his residence. On the arrival of 
the Nawaub at Benau's, you will advance to a proper distance from the city to 
meet him, and both then and during his residence there you will be pleased to 
manifest towards him every degree of consideration, attention, and respect, and 
to render his retirement honourable and easy as fur as is in your power. 

3. You will be [)lcascd to correspond on this subject with the Resident at Luck- 
now, and to conform to the suggestions which you may receive from that officer, 
with res|)('ct to the ceremonial to he observed on the reception of the Nawaub, 
and on other points connected with the deportment to be observed towards him. 

4. Major Baillie will also apprize you more particularly of tlie houses and 
lands at Benares, the properly of the Vizier, which have been appropriated to 
the use of the Na'vauh Shums ood-Dowlab. 

I have, iScc. 

Camp, near Lucknow, (Signed) .T. Adam, 

11th November 1814. Secretary to Government. 


To W. O. \Vvniie, Esq., Magistrate at .lounporA 
Sir: .... 

I am directed by his Excellency the Governor-General to desire that, in the 
event of the Nawaub .Shuius-oo(l-L)owlah, the second brother of his Excellency 
the Nawaub Vizier, halting at Jounporeon his route to Benares, you will afford 
him any aid which he may require, and manifest towards him the attentions due 
to his rank. 

I have, &c. 

(Jump, near Lucknow, '.Signed) J. Adam, 

1 Ith November 1814. Secretary to Government. 


The same to Mr. Eortcscuc, Magistrate of Elahabad. 


8ir ’ 

1. I am directed to transmit to you enclosed a copy of a letter which has this 
av been addressed to the Agent of the Governor-Cieneral at Benafts, relative 
0 the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah. A duplicate is also enclosed, for wie purpose 
f being delivered to the Nawaub. 

2. You will he pleased to address Mr. Brooke on the subject refeiied to in the 
liircl and fourth jiaragraplis of the enclo.scd instructions. 

3. His Excellency the Governor-General has deemed it proper 
la<ristrates of Jounpore and Elahabad to afford aid and manifest attention 
lie Nawaub, in the event of his halting at either of those stattons. 


To J. Baillie, Esep, Resident at Lucknow*. 


Camp, near Lufknow, 
1 1th November 1814. 


I have, &c. 


0 


(Signed) J- 
Secretary to 


Apam, 

Geiiprnment. 
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Translation of a Paper delivered to the Governor-General by the Nawaub Shum.'.- 
ood-Dowlah, second Hon of the late Nawaub Fisier, dated 1 1 th October 1814. 


The state of the case is this My revered parent, the late Nawaub Vizier, 
firstselectcd me from amongst liis other sons, and honoured me with lhea[)point- 
mefft of *‘Oeneral,” Afterwards, when the Martjuess Wellesley came to Lucknow, 
iny late father was pleased to nominate me his Naib (or Prime Minister), and 
appointing me his Kaim Mokani (or lleprcscntative), placed my hand in that of 
his Lordship’s, who offered uje his cordial congratulations on the occasion. 
With his Lordship’s concurrence, all my brothers and the nobles of the Court and 
commanders of the troiips M'cre retjuirerl to present nuzzurs to me, anti a salute 
was fired in honour of the event, lluring my father’s life I also enjoyed various 
other marks of distinction, such as receiving richer and superior khiliats, being 
fleputed to represent him in the procession on the days of the two eeds ( festivals), 
when I was attended by all my brothers, and went in the same state as if mv 
father himself were present. Shookhas (or mandates) were issued throughout 
all his dominions under my seal. The Aumils of tJovernment and others 
received khiliats in my house, and that distinction was eonhored on several 
individuals at my recommendation. The keys of the treasuries aiul other places 
were consigned to my charge, my signatuie was affixed to all papers, and the 
English gentlemen were entertained at breakfast, and on other occasions, at my 
house. I was left as his representatise iu the capital wlien lie went out on a 
hunting party, and the Resident, or his Assistant, whichever of them might be 
in Lucknow, came to breakfast wiih me. I enjoyed various other marks of di.s- 
tinction of a similar description, which 't is iinuece.ssary to particularize, as the 
British Government is fully apprized of all these circumstances, and (hey areas 
generally known as the sun in his meiidian splemlour. On a recent occasion, 
when his late Excellency perceived me depressed in s|)irits, in consequence of 
the bodily ailments under which he was then siiffeiing, he cheered and com- 
foited me in the kindest n.anner, and with that cordial affection which he always 
entertained for me observed, “By tlic divine favou:- I shall soon he restored to 
“ health; and as 1 am, in all respects, pleased and satisfied with your filial duty, 
“ submission, and becoming conduct, rest assured that my Jove and kindness 
“ toward.s you will increase every day. Do you contiime to walk in the path of 
“ obe^nce, and to employ your precious day.s in the regulation of the aflairs 
“ of^jjv Government, and be not uneasy or disiieartcned. As soon as my kind 
“ frAnt, the Governor General (Lord Moira), rin whose gracious disposition 1 
“ place the most perfect reliance, shall come here, the regulation of all the 
“ affairs of this (Jovernnient, and w'hat will tend to your interest and advantage 
“ both now and hereafter, wdll be aecompl'.'-hcd by his Lordshijj’s favour.” 
Alas ! a, hundred times alas ! that my fatlier should liave died before your Lord- 
ship’s arrival here, leaving me wretched to deplore his untimely loss, and carrying 
with him to his grave all Ids anxious hope for an interview with your Lordship, 
and all his other wishes, the accomplishment of which depended on his meeting 
w ith your Excellency. This line of some one is applicable to his ease : “ I died 
“ in grief and carried with me tliis wish to my grave.” Your Lordship will 
judge with what feelings of regret and (lisaf)poiutment J witnessed this dreadful 
calamity : my sorrow, indeed, did not leave me master of myself. Now that the 
spring of your Lordship’s presence has given fresh verdure and beauty to these 
plains, and has breathed new life into my chilly frame, I am filled with confi- 


dent expectation that the field of my hopes and the garden of my wishes will 
become more fertile and flourishing than ever, when watered by the generous 
shower of your Lordship’s kindness and favour. Until my father drew his latest 
breath, 1. enjoyed his good opinion and iiis approbation of my duty and sul> 
mission, and the promotion of the pleasure and satisfaction of the Governor-Gcr 
neral and the Honourable Company entirely absorb my thoughts. I consider 
my >ir6lfare and advantage, and the settlement of all my concerns, to depend on 
ihe favdur and grace^ and the kindness and favour of your Excellency. Unddr 
these circumstances, it is evident that wliatever favour and kindness shall be 
shewn to me, will* convey peace to the spirit of my departed father, and will 
equally redound to your Excellency’s reputation, as it will oblige me and com- 
•uand my gratitude. 


PoljtiCdl 
CoiKMillation^, 
7 Mar. 
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From the time of Shooja-ood-Dowlah tHl the deihfeeeif his tafe Excellency, no 
infringement of any treaty or engagement between our house and the Govern- 
ment of the Honourable Company has ever taken place ; and from the time of 
my father’s Government and since his death, I have never committed any 
action which could expose me to the displeasure of your Lordship and* the 
British Government, and be a cause of shame and sorrow to myself or give 
rise to discussion. I beg your Excellency to be assured, that nothing but 
obedience to your Lordship and the BritisI) Government will ever be manifested 
by nte. And now that I have taken shelter, under the shade of your favour and 
justice, from llie scorching rays of tlie sun of calamity, I hope to experience 
whatever is worthy of your infinite kindness and distinguished favour; for 1 
hold alone by the strong coidof youi gracious consideration and regard. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian .Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Translation of a Paper ( No. 1 ) delivered to the Governor-General hy the 
Nawauh Pizier. ( \‘3th October 1814.^ 

1. Praise be to God that the Prophet has said, “ I render thanks to the Most 
“ High that I was born in tlio age of Noshervaun the just.” In like manner 
I, who am the .slave of the Prophet, unquestionably rejoice with sincerity of 
heart, that by the divine blessing iny establishment on the hereditary musniid 
of the Vezarut and in the Government of my ancestors, has taken place in the 
lime of so just and cordial a friend as your Lordship: and although, agreeably 
to the custom of Kings and Viziers, both past and present, and especially to the 
custom of this family, I possessed the right to the liereditary Government, and 
the musnud of the Vezarut of my ancestors belonging to me, yet if it had not 
been for tJie support and assistance of your Lordship, who is my kind friend and 
benefactor, it was not possible that the right should have been settled in favour 
of the rightful person, that is to .say, myself. Therefore what has been, and 
what will he, is all to be ascribed to your Lordship’s gracious assistance ; and 
while I live I shall ever be bound in gratitude to your Lordship for such favour. 
It is a tradition of the Prophet’s, that whoever has not made the return Q^Krati- 
tude to his benefactor for favours received, has not made the return of gwitude 
for the mercies of his God. 

2. The degree of cordial friendship and union wliich have ever subsisted 
between the Ilonourabie Company and this House is more evident than the sun : 
nay, it is beyond the power of speech or writing to express it. Notwithstanding 
the right to the hereditary musnud of the Vezarut was possessed by my grand- 
father, (Shooja-ood-l)owlah,) still at the lime when this country (Oude) had 
fallen into the powerful hands of the Company, if it had not pleased them in 
their favour to continue the said hereditary possessions to my grandfather as in 
former limes, it was not possible that the rule of this house could have endured. 
The favours conferred by the Company have no bounds nor measure. 

3. It is universally known, that every one who takes another by the hand, 
considers him as himself, or reckons him as his dependant, or looks upon 
him as one on his own part, and consequently has alw'ays at heart to 
promote his interests and welfare, and daily to give more and more stability 
to his concerns : I, who in every point of view have been taken by the 
hand by your Loidship and the Honourable Company, regard the arrival 
of your Lordship as a particular dispensation of mercy. 

4. I feel assured, that with respect to whatever will conduce to my benefit and 
welfare by the kindness of your Lordship, my Gover^^ent (Kooar^ will be 
strengthened under any circumstance more than ever was rorat: or my forefathers. 

5. In consequence of the firm friendship and intimate' uhion establt.shed 
between the Honourable Company and my ancestora, your Lordship has 
been kindly and graciously pleased to act in conformity to former trrtties, 

and' to execute a treaty with me to the effect of tliose treaties. As by 

^ treaty 



OUDE PAPERS. 


871 


treaty my lather and grand&ther were the masters and managers (Malick- 
Mpktaur) of their country, and had the control and management of the affairs 
of their Government, let me, who am in every respect under obligations to your 
Lor^hip and have been taken by the hand, have the managemeiiit of my country 
and the affairs of my Government, in all things like my mther. I regard your 
Lordship, who is my cordial friend, as my late father ; and in like manner as 
it was uiy duty to obey him, so 1 shall consider it to be iny duty, still more, to 
seek your Loidship’s satisfaction. 

6 . In the time of njy late grandfather, Sliooja-ood-Dowlah, it happened that 
Mooneer-ood-Dowlah wrote whatever lies and calumnies lie pleased to tlie Governor- 
General, Mr. Hastings, regarding Shooja-ood-Dowlah’s levying troops to oppose 
the British Government. The Governor-General came to Benares to investigate 
the truth of this. My grand f’atlier, being conscious of the purity of his inten- 
tions, came to Benares with his ladies and family in the height of the rainy 
season, when the roads were nearly impassable, and had a meeting with the 
(fOvernor-General, who was so pleased and satisfied that he delivered the 
letters of Mooneer-ood-Dowlah to him, observing tliat their contents had 
been the sole cause of his proceeding to Benares. When the cahimnies and 
mischievous designs of Mooneer-ood-Dowlah became clear, the Governor- 
General being extremely pleased and satisfied with my grandfather, said to him 
on his taking leave, that he might raise as many troops as he wished. Thus, with 
respect to myself, if iu like manner any one make a false representation, either 
verbally or by letter, let it not he listened to ; for in every circumstance I am, 
and ever will be, desirous to seek your Loidship’.s satisfaction. 

7. After the demise of my grand father, when my uncle, the Ndwaub Asuf-ood- 
Dovvlah, ascended the musnud of the Vezarut, all his brothers, although their 
stipends were small, remained submissive and obedient to him. In nowise did 
they swerve from the path of subjection and submission. For exam|)le, my late 
father, who was then at Benares and received an allowance of three lacs of 
iupees from Asuf-ood-DowIali, througli the Honourable Company’s Government, 
made no objection when his brother reduced that allowance to two lacs, and was 
submissive and obedient. As to my brothers, who receive large stipends, and 
such as the Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah never grantetl to bis children, I have 
made no reduction in those stipends, and will not make any ; but let your Lord- 
ship give them in a manner to understand, that the power of increasing and dimi- 
nishing their stipends is in my hands. In that event, they will all render due 
obedience, and my authority will suffer no diminution ; a thing which will be 
extremely gratifying to the heart of your Lordship, my kind friend. 

8. Your Lordship may have heard, or will hear, wliat language is held in his 
own family by my brother, Shums-ood-Dowlah, at the instigation, and by the 
evil advice of some wicked counsellors, regarding certain matters which are con- 
trary to the usages of this house and in opposition to the determination of your 
Lordship. Under all circumstances, I hold my brother as dear as my own life. 
No alteration shall be made in the amount of his stipend. With respect to his 
remaining here or residing in the Honourable Company’s dominions, as the inte- 
rests of both States areiilentified and they are one and the same, he is at liberty 
to do as he pleases. In the event of his continuing to reside at Lucknow, let 
him not object to, or excuse himself from conforming to my orders on any 
matters, a compliance with which is agreeable to the special usages of this 
Government, and will be a source of satisfaction to your Lordship. 

9> Besides my late father, who resided at Benares, the Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dow- 
lah had many brothers who lived at Lucknow, and whose friendship and attach- 
ment to the Honourable Company were evident. Nevertheless, the Goveraor- 
Qeneral received no visits from any of them, but with the concurrence and 
pleasure of my father. Your Lordship is, in every respect, my kind friend.. On 
this point, whatever your judgment shall decide will be most right and prQper. 

10. The British Government, some time since, suggested that Ameens should 
be deputed on the part of this Government into the districts of my country. 
My late father at times acquiesced in that arrangement, and at times procrasti- 
nated and kept it in suspense ; but as soon as your Lordship’s letter reached tny 

father, 
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i'ather, stating that the measure in question had been formerly proposed by the 
British Ciovernment from motives of regard for his Excellency’s welfare, and 
that now he might exercise his own discretion, my father, on the receipt of that 
letter, suspended the deputation of several persons whom he had appointed for 
that <luty. At this time, agreeably to the suggestions of Major Baillic, some 
Anicens have been deputed into the districts ; but 1 liopc, from your Lordship’s 
favour, that if it should appear advisable to you, 1 may, agreeably to former 
custom, with the concurrence of Major Baillie, suspend this affair : for as nothing 
is concealed from your I>ordship, it must be known that when the Aineens shall 
be appointed, jieoplc will say that this arrangement never took effect in the time 
of the late Nawaub, and now it has been cairied into execntioii. This will expose 
me to ridicule and be a cause of degradation. I am confident that your Excel- 
lency will never approve of any thing which will derogate from my dignity. 

1 1. I am desirous to place the w'hole of niy florninions under Amdnee Tuh~ 
seel for collection of the revenues by the officers of (iovermnent, in distinction 
to tlic s 3 stcrn of farming, and to prepare a plan which I wish to introduce for 
the benefit of my subjects, with such caie, that it may be approved by your 
Lordship. 

12. The British troops are stationed in many places within my dominions. 
Your Lordship, in your cordial friendsliip and regard, is in all matters desirous 
to promote the good order and regularity of the affairs of my Government. 
Let an order be given to tlie oificcra commanding tl)C troops, directing them, on 
iny requisition, with a view to the good order of the districts, to punish an<l 
chastise in an cxcmpldiy manner the Zemindars who depart from the path of 
obedience and pa} ment of the revenues, and refuse to pay the dues of the 
(ioveruinent, that thus no individual may dare to evince a refractory spirit : and 
with respect to the Ryots and Zemindais who may abscond from my dominions 
and settle in the territory of the Honourable Gompany, let the British (iovern- 
ment, on notification from me, forthwith seize and deliver them up. 

l.S. With regard to the trianner in which justice was adiniuistercel at Lucknow 
ill lormer times, it was as it was. I now propose to vest my dear son (ijiaiulson), 
Mirza Mohsen Alee Khan Behauder, willi the dignity of the general superinten- 
dence of the aclawlut, and to divide it into three departments. The department 
of the adawlut for those of the Sheea sect to be committeil to the charge of 
Molvce Sy\ud Dildar Alee, who is <|ualificd in every respect by his integrity 
and honesty, and by hi.-, learning, talents, and piety. The department of ,a<law- 
lut for the Soouuees to be given to Molvccs of that sect who may he qualified 
to discluirgc the duties of it : and with respect to the settlement of the causes 
of the Iluuloos, that eharge will be committed to some virtuous and upright 
Mahajens (mcrcliants or bankers), five in number, in whom the sect of Hindoos, 
may place confidence ; so iliat, by this arrangement, the suits of all the three sects 
M'ill he adjudicated in the best possible manner. 

14. For the protection of the city from thieves and gang-robbers and domes- 
tic broils, it is my desire to appoint several persons as guards, with a headman, 
after the fashion of police-officers; and I propose to cause them to execute 
engagements and penalty bonds, to perform their duty within their assigned juris- 
dictions, and to hold themselves responsible for this affair (restitution of the 
property stolen). 

15. The persons in the employment of my late father shall be continued in 
their former situations, on the condition of their attendance, service, and fidelity ; 
and otherwise, others shall be entertained in their room. Besides the former 
servants, no more persons are required for the good order and tranquillity of 
the districts, since the British troops are stationed in different quarters and at 
your Lordship’s order, w'bich once given is sufficient for ever. These troops, 
when necessary, will cliastise the Zemindars. 

16. Although I have not confidence in any men e.xcept the British troops as 
guards and sentries, yet 1 wish that the same persons who were always enter- 
tained for that duty by this Government may be continued in that duty as here- 
tofore, and that the British troops may be stationed at the same places as those 
where they were pls^cd as guards and sentries in the time of his late Excel- 
lency. 




O U D E PAPERS.- 


17. My grandfather, Shooja-ood-Dowlah, my uncle, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and Bengal Political 

tny had in every tscefusoi fcrf’f/iWfr of tnaking 

tuguf fneiti ona «ad reductiona, dtvd of confueetiiw on their i«hsiil»ae the pro- 

n^y and ddTeda of the iiudies of. dw muhl and oi Aeir own ainotn^ >By your 
Xonlihw’a favour I shall act in this a&ir in cotdarmity to tlu; eataUiilledcuuiges 
ofthisramily* < 

18. My respected grandmother, who lives at Pytabtd, was kept in a stiifte of 
irrigation by my late father about many matters of tiding importance. 1 ha^ e 
removed all those causes of annoyanbe to my mndmother^ and have made 
obedience and submission to her pleasure my rule of conduct in all her affairs. 

May God grant that she may yet live for one hundred and thirty years : but 
as tW path to the mansions of eternity must be trodden by all, and no one can 
escape tl^at common fate, when she shall be no more, I, as is the usage an<l 
practice of Kings and Viziers, and in particular of this house, am the master and 
proprietor (of her property). Agreeably to the usages of this Sirkar and 
the principles of my Government, none has any right to interfere with me with 
respect to it. 1 do not make this declaration from any avaricious motive, but 
because it is in conformity to the usages of our house, that thus, when the time 
comes, no further representation may be necessary. The peisuns who leceive 
allowances from her Highness the Dhow Begum shall continue to receive them 
from me, on condition of attendance and obedience to my orders. 

' 19 . Although I was brought up by my father, to whom I am exclusively in- 
debted for every thing, yet 1 regard your Lordship as my parent and benefactor : 

I therefore hope that you will constantly, and without reserve, suggest such 
propositions as may be calculated to strengthen my authority and to promote my 
oenefit and advantage, and such as may not be regaidedby the people as the 
means of exposing me to be scoffed and laughed at. Your Lordship, by doing 
so, will in the highest degree consult my welfare and happiness. 

20. By your Lordship’s kindness, Major Baillie loves me from bis heart. 

Under the influence of this disposition, in consequence of my father’s demise he 
visits me almost evety day ; and agreeably to rule, I also have gone to visit him. 

While Major Baillie may continue to remain here, there is no need for making 
any representation : after he shall have gone away, it is my wish that the 
practice of visiting, as observed between the Resident and my father, may he 
reverted to. 

21. There are many persons who, having appropriated to their ov\n use the 
property of this Government, call themselves dependants of the Honourable 
Company. As the two Governments are, in truth, but one, and no difference 
or separation of interests exists, whatever is for the benefit of the one is for that 
of the other. The loss sustained by this Government, therefore, affects the 
British Government in an equal degree. 1 do not consider the dominions and 
property of the two States as possessing any separate and distinct interest. If 
any one meditates what will be a loss to this Government, let him fall under 
displeasure. 

22. A letter from the King of England was sent to my uncle, Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah, containing expressions of satisfaction, joy, and encouragement As I 
look upon yopr Lordship as a parent, nay, in the place of the King of England 
himself, your Lordship is in every respect master to do whatever you please 
for the adjustment of all my concerns. If my concerns are not adjusted to my 
satisfaction in your Lordship’s time, I can never hope that they will be adjusted 
hereaffer. If it be proper, and if your Lordship shall so determine, ^ will 
prepare some rarities of this country, however unfit, to compose a suitably 
nuezur for his Britanpic Majesty, together writh an address expressive of my 
respectful attachmerit, and send diem to your Lordship to be forwarded to bis 
Majesty. Your Lordship will be pleased to obtain for me the gratificatiou 
receiving a favourable answer. 

2S. All that I possess in money and effects is at the disposal of your lyordship 
ttulthe I|pn9pfal4e Company. But of what account are money .atg^ gpods : 

I xjpj; spare my own life. Now that* by the inflnenof of ipy propi- 
ti^.fl|i^^o^ Lordfhip has arrived here, my hope is, that you wUl do for me 

10 N something 
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something new, greater than any thing before, of such a nature that the fame 
of your lordship’s kindness will be celebrated all over the world. In this event 
my honour (izzut) will be exalted in the highest degree. 

24. In conformity to an old custom of our family, my father sent such of his 
dependants, servants, connections, relations, and brothers, as he thought proper, 
to pay their respects once to the Governors-General who have preceded your 
Lordship. On no other occasion did those Governors-General receive any 
visits from any individual of my father’s Government contrary to his inclination. 
I now trust that the same observances respecting the visits of all persons, the 
particulars of which may be known by a reference to the records, will still be 
adhered to. I am confident that your Lordship will never infringe an esta- 
blished rule. 

S5. Lacs of rupees of property, which my late father committed to the charge 
of my brothers, Shums-ood-Dowlah and 14useer*ood-Dowlah, and also some 
escheated (or reversionary) property of my late grandmother, which is in the 
custody of the mother of my brother Mchdee Alee Khan, are stated by those 
persons to have been given to them by my father. If they can shew deeds of 
gift from my father regarding such property, let them be produced ; otherwise 
that property belongs to the State. Let it be rendered up. 

25. With regard to the holders of maafy lands and pensioners in the time of 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, whose sources of maintenance were resumed by my late father, 
it is my wish that such as can shew their title to those grants, and can produce 
the sunnuds under the sealsof Shooja-ood-Dowlah or Asuf-ood-Dowlah, should, 
with your Lordship’s concurrence, be again put into possession of their lands or 
pensions as formerly. Those people are a host of piety and prayer, and this act 
would equally redound to the credit of your Lordship and the Honourable 
Company, as it would exalt my reputation. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swiwton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Translation of a Paper ( No. 2 ) received from His Excellency the Nawaub 

Vizier^ 26th October 1814. 

1 . In the same manner as authority was exercised over the dominions of Oude 
by the Nawaubs Shooja-ood-Dowlah and Asuf-ood-Dowlah and my late father, 
all of whom possessed the power of regulating the affairs of the Government, so 
in like manner let the regulation of affairs of the Government be in my power and 
at my discretion, .without the agency of any one (lit. without a medium ). 

2. Wheiever any of the Ryots and Zemindars of this State, or any of the 
Aumils or Tehsildars and others run away and take up their abode in the terri- 
tories of the Honourable Company, let the British local authority seize those 
persons and send them to me. 

3. Of the persons who from former times have been the servants, favourites, 
adherents, or dependants of this Government, some are dead and some are alive. 
Their jagiers and allowances continue to be held, as before, by their descendants. 
The latter are not deserving of such jagiers and allowances. Under these cir- 
cumstances, therefore, the large jagiers and allowances are not to be continued, 
but each person shall have a suitable stipend assigned to him. 

4 . In the event of any of my servants or relations, on the resumption of their 
jagiers or allowances, seeking through their connexion with the Honourable 
Company’s Government to obtain the restoration of those jagiers and allowance^ 
let not their applications be listened to by the British Government, for this 
will lead to disorder, and every one will seek connexion with the British 
Government. 

5. Since, by the aid and support of the Honourable Company, I have obtained 
possession of the Government of my forefathers, let the Honourable Company, 
under all circumstances, support and assist me. 

6. Since 
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6. 3ince the time of my late father, the amount of my expenses has increased ; 
the diminution, therefore, of the expenses of this State, in whatever manner it 
may be, is intended. 

7. After the demise of my father, the conduct of all my brothers has been 
changed, and they have become profuse in their expenses. Some other occur- 
rences, also, which are not fit to be mentioned, have taken place. Under these 
circumstances, they will receive the original allowance which was first fixed for 
them by my father, without the subsequent augmentation. 

8. The power of changing . and removing the Aumils and Foujdars, and of 
sending Aumils, either as farmers of the revenue (<MooBtajers) or as collectors or 
trustees (Amanee) shall rest with me. 

9. The system of the adawlut (administration of justice) shall he according to 
former custom, as it was in the time of Asuf-ood-Dowlah. One Cazee and one 
Mooftee for the dispensation of justice, according to the ordinances of the law. 
What necessity exists for several courts of adawlut ? The system of adawlut 
above specified shall be observed. 

10. My grandmother, the Bhow Begum, who resides at Fyzabad and has 
attained a very great age, cannot be exempted from the general law of nature. 
In the event of her demise (w Inch Heaven avert), I am her legal heir. Let her 
wealth and effects become the right ami property of my Government. 

11. Whatever increase of allowance has taken place in my time, and whatever 
grounds and gardens have passed into the hands of my servants and relations shall 
be taken back. 

12. Since the lime of my accession to the Government my grandmother has, 
contrary to former usage, taken under her own management the golaub baree 
(mausoleum of Shooja-ood-Dowlah) and otlier places, together with the muh'lfe of 
the late Mirza Alee Khan (brother of the Bhow Begum). Let her Highness 
restore them. 

13. From motives of friendship and regard, the Honourable Company have 
stationed British troops in various parts of my dominions for their protection. 
This occasions a great expenditure of the Honourable (’oinpany’s money. It is 
my sincere desire that the said troops should be stationed within the Honourable 
Company’s frontier, and I will raise and entertain as many troops as may be 
necessary for the protection of the country. Whenever the British troops may 
be required, let them co-operate with me on my requisitions to that effect. 

14. The British Resident is stationed here solely for the purpose of strength- 
ening the friendship and harmony subsisting between the two States, and in time 
of need to be associated with me for the purpose of aiding and assisting my 
Government, either by his counsel and advice, or by affording me the support of 
the British troops. On occasions of my requiring support, let liim co-operate 
with me without fail. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) (L Swfnton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Mr. Rickett’s Report of his Conference with the Jlsier. 

Note. His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General intimated 
to me on the 31st ultimo, that he liad received a communication from his Excel- 
lency the Nawauh Vizier to the following effect: That Dr. Law, and not 
Dr. Wilson, was the physician of his choice : that he wished to remove from his 
service the four sons of Mirza Jafer, as they were obnoxious to him, from 
being in fact spies on his actions, and receiving very exorbitant salaries, about 
eight or nine thousand rupees a-month. That he was anxious for his son t6 
be appointed Minister, and as Paishcars under him Uukeem Mehdee Alee Khan 
and Imaum Bukhsh ; and that in many respects, he was much dissatisfied with 
Major Baillie’s conduct towards hina. That his Excellency bad further stated. 
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on being asked why he had not expressed those sentiments in his conference 
with his Lordship, that he had been aeterred from doing so, as he had been given 
to understand that Mr. Swinton was a particular friend of Major Baillie’s. 

In consequence of this communication, his Lordship desired me to wait upon 
his Excellency and deliver the following message to him : 

That after the explicit and repeated declarations made to his Excellency by his 
Lordship, of the regard and friendship which he entertained for his Excellency and 
of his anxiety to learn his Excellency’s real sentiments, and to receive from him 
a frank and unreserved avowal of all his wishes, with a view to enable his Lord- 
ship satisfactorily to adjust all questions relating to his comfort prior to his 
Lordship's departure from Lucknow, he could not fail of being surprised that 
his Excellency should have resorted to irregular channels for the conveyance of 
his wishes, instead of making them direct to his Lordsiiip, or through the legi- 
timate authorities ; and that his Lordship could in no way admit the validity of 
the cause assigned by him for not resorting to this course, as his Excellency 
ought to have been aware, from the peculiarly responsible and confidential 
situation which Mr. Swinton held, he could never allow bis partiality (even 
admitting his alleged friendship for Major Baillic) to interfere, either directly or 
indirectly, with any of his official duties. That in the hope of his Excellency 
being fully satisfied in this point, his LortUhip proposed to give his Excellency 
one more opportunity of disclosing his genuine feelings and sentiments, and foi 
this purpose invited him to a conference in the evening. 


At about twelve o’clock I accordingly waited on his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizici, who received me in a private room, and 1 endeavoured, as well as my 
imperfect knowledge of the ilindoostauee language enabled me, to convey the 
message from his Lordship. 

His Excellency, in answer, took ])ains to describe his full conviction of his 
Lordship’s kindness, and his liofie that what had fallen fnmi him regarding Mr. 
Swinton would not be conceiv'cd to imply any disiespect towards that gentleman, 
of whom he had lieaid the highest eharactei. liis Excellency then took a slip of 
paper from his cummerbund, and said that he would lepcat to me the wishes which 
he had conveyx'd to his Lordship ; and his Excellency did accordingly state to 
me, from the paper, the circumstances explained in the preceding part of this 
report, and observed that what be had so stated were his wishes. His Excel- 
lency next said, tliatthe greater part of the requests which he had to submit for 
his Lordship’s consideration he had already diawn out ; and taking a fold of 
paper* from his cummerbund, requested me to present it to his Lordship, 
adding, “ what I may have further to state I will put down on paper and deliver 
“ to his Lordship this evening.” (^n taking my leave, his Excellency asked me, 
in a significant manner, if I thought that Major Baillic’s removal from Lucknow 
could be managed : to which I involuntary said, “ What, has not Major Baillie 
“ been a friend to your Excellency?” His Excellency answered, “Perhaps 
“ so; hut I have many grievances to submit for his Lordship’s consideration." 
The conference closed by my saying that, whatever his Excellency had to expect, 
either in respect to Major Baillie or to any other circumstance, that he had only, 
in conformity to his Lordship’s desire, to convey it in writing and to present it to 
his Lordship, who would be prepared to give specific answers to each point of 
reference from his Excellency. 


Lucknow, 

Sd November 1814. 


(Signed) C. M. Ricketts. 


Translation of a Paper (No. 3) delivered to Mr. Ricketts by his Excellency 
the Nawaub Vizier, Sis/ October 1814. 

On the day of my late father’s decease, neither the Resident nor any one of 
the English gentlemen attended the funeral When my grandmother died, the 
Resident in person attended the funeral. My late father was desirous to such a 
degree to manifest respect to the British Government, that he sent all the 

respectable 

* Fonning No. 3 of the papers delivered by hit Excellency. 
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respectable persons of his Court to attend the funeral of a female who had lived in 
the Resident’s house: several English gentlemen were also pi'esent. It is a 
matter of regret, therefore, that the Resident should not have gone in person, nor 
have sent any of the English j^entlemen to attend the funeral of so great a Vizier, 
and so old a friend of the British Government. 


Bengal 

ConsultuUons, 
7. Mar. 1815. 


In the time of my late father, the Resident applied for a sunnud of tho 
Chowdree and Canoongoee of the purgunnah of l^ndee, in the name of the 
Moonshee Alee NuckeeKhan; but iny father conceiving it to be the right of 
other persons would never consent. After my father’s decease. Major Baillie 
caused me to give the sunnud for the villages of the jagier and the Chowdree 
and Canoongoee of the said purgunnah, and having pulled down the houses of 
several persons levelled them with the ground. On the occurrence of this, all the 
Chowdries of the said purgunnah abandoned their native home, and throughout 
tlie whole of my dominions the circumstances of this slight and lessening of my 
dignity became notorious. 

The Resident several times applied to my late father to shut up a high road 
which is contiguous to the Residenry, and which had never been objected to by 
any of the former Residents, from the time of the first construction of the Resi- 
dency. My father observed, that it was not proper to shut up a high road and 
to occasion inconvenience to the peojile. After my father's death the road was 
shut up by the Resident for several days, which occasioned the people to open 
their mouths in reproaeh against me. Not satisfied with this, the Resident con- 
structed a large and lofty gate which overtopped all my buildings ; and as the 
ingress and egress of the people of my durharwereneccssarily established through 
the middle gate of my palace, the great gclow-khana (or open court) was 
rendered of no use. 


The whole world passes along the high road, and my rutt-khana (a place for 
bullock-carriages) is situated close to it. On the 10th of Shu waul (September 
1814) the people befonging to the Resident threatened the Chowdries of the 
rutt-khana with the punisliment of any person who should bring a carriage or 
rutt, or cart, along that road. 

After my father’s demise, the Resident stationed British guards and sentries 
over the treasuries and jewel-rooms and other places, and he lias not yet removetl 

them. 


After my father’s death, the Resident forthwith proceeded to the dwelling of 
Goomanee Khanmn, who was one of my late father’s ladies, and called her into his 
presence, totally regardless of my late father’s honour ; and in consequence of her 
connexion with Gorce Bebee (widow of General Martin), the Resident caused 
lier allowance to be raised from two hundred to one thousand rupees per mensem. 

The females and servants of her late Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, 
who received less than one thousand rupees per mensem in her life-time, had 
their allowances raised by the Resident to the amount of four thousand ; so that 
it may be said, the whole juinma of the jagier was settled on them. 

The Resident bringing with him persons who never were entitled to sit down, 
caused them, in consideration of their connexions with him, to receive chairs, 
contrary to the usages of this Government. 

The Resident, from motives of regard, caused an augmentation of five hun- 
dred rupees to be made by me, contrary to custom, to the allowance of Casiin 
Alee Khan, who was not in favour with my late father. 

Whosoever of my servants and dependants goes to the Resident receives 
encouragement from him ; and being intoxicated with this, these people do not 
attend to my orders. 

Tlie superintendence of the ladies of the muhls of the late Nawaubs, Salar 
•^ung and Mirza Alee Khan (brother of the Bhow Begum), the distribution of 
their stipends, and the charge of all their other concerns, belonged to the 
Government since the time of Asuf-ood-Dowlah till my late father’s death. 
The Resident, although it is by no means proper that he should interfere in any 

10 O matter 
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7°Mw 1815* placed the muhls under charge of Punnah Alee, the Vakeel of my grandmother, 

' the Bhow Begum. ’ 

The Resident placed over me, I may say, the sons of Mirza Jafer from the 
day of iny ascending the rausnud, in such a manner that I never had a moment’s 
privacy from them. Mirza Hajee, who was employed in the Resident’s service 
at a salary of two hundred rupees per mensem, was appointed by him to be in 
attendance on me, and this person asked for himself an allow'ance of five thou- 
sand rupees per mensem, and of one thousand for each ot his three brothers. The 
Resident, although he himself j>erformed all the duties, great and small, of this 
Government, did not in any manner restrain Mirza Hajee Irom making so extra- 
vagant a demand. As, in the expectation of your Lordship's arrival, I did not 
say “yes” or “ no” in any matter, so in this affair I made no objection. 

The style in which the retinue of the Resident proceeds has been noticed at 
the end of the account of the circumstances relating to my father. On the day 
of the Resident’s coming to Enow (near Cawnpore), a horseman in my service 
was going along the same road. Notwithstanding every endeavour to take his 
horse aside, the animal being alarmed by the crowds of people and the beating 
and kicking, rcarctl up. According to the representation of the Resident’s 
people, the rider drew his sword and suugiit to attack Captain Fortune. As I 
did not sec the fray myselfj I cannot deny any thing which may be said ; but 
where the clothes even did not receive a scratch, it was not proper to seek to 
destroy a man’s life. They drove a spear into bis side and hip, in such a manner 
that he fell on the ground as if he had been killed. Hopes of his living are not 
entertained. Tyrannical kings have never prevented the people from going on 
the road in such a manner as this. The English gentlemen cannot bear to 
injure even a feeble ant. The occurrence of this affair has lowered, me in the 
eyes of the pcojjle iu the greatest degree. Had 1 been apprized of what had 
passed, I should have iiiquiicd into the case, and would have punished the 
offender in au exemplary manner as a warning to others. 

From the day of iny ascending the musnud the Resident was in the habit of 
coming every day, of perusing the papers and accounts of the country, and of 
issuing, according to his own way, orders in answer to the petitions of all the 
Aumils and others, whatever was the duty of the Government. Without requiring 
from me an answer to your Lordship’s letter of the i 25 th March to the address 
of my father, the contents of which had augmented his sense of obligation to 
your Lordship and his own satisfaction, Major Baillie proceeded to nominate the 
Ameens, as if I had no concern whatever with the affairs of the Government. 
The particulars of what is above briefly stated are these. However desirous I 
was that this affair should lie over until the arrival of your Lordship in this quar- 
ter, my wishes did not succeed ; but, on the contrary. Major Baillie made more 
haste and dispatch, dividing tlie country into mulials, and forming the Zillahs 
agreeably to the suggestions of Mirza Jafer, and deputing Ameens, dependants 
of his own and dependants of his agents. Jf some, also, of my people were 
aj)pointed, they were selected by the Resident himself, and I had no voice in 
the matter. He assigned the muhal of Sandee proper, the Chowdree’s right of 
which had been usurped by Moonshce Alee Nuckee Khan, to the nephew of that 
person, for the sake of giving support to oppression. For my own exculpation I 
addressed a note to the Resident, protesting against the Ameens as I know nothing 
about them. To tln.q however, he paid no attention. When the joyful tidings 
of your Lordshij)’s approach were received, 1 pretended indisposition, to shorten 
his sittings with me for the dispatch of business. He gave orders to Moontuzim* 
ood-Dowlah, Mehdec Alee Khan, who had had the management of the affairs of this 
(iovernment in the time of my late father, and also to I)ya-Krislien, the princi- 
pal person of therluftcr (or office of accounts), to attend him daily at noon, when 
he would give them such orders for the settlement of the country as he should see 
proper : those persons accordingly attended him. In this case, what power and 
authority arc left to me? 

A true translation : 

(Signed) O. SwiNTOV, ' 

Pcisiaii Secretary to the Governor-General. 

Translation 
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Xi'anslation of a Paper (No.4f) delivered by his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier 

to the Governor General^ at a Conference held on the Evening of the ^\st 

October 1814. 

Details of recent occurrences and of necessary requests. 

Article 1. The golaub baree (mausoleum), and other places which have 
passed out of my hands at Fyzabad. 

Aiticle 2. The augmentation to Casim Alee Khan, contrary to usage and 
the practice of former times. 

Article 3. The giving the place called Chunnet, which was a hunting place 
belonging to me, to Casim Alee Khan. 

Articled. The release of the son of Beshesher Naut without his being 
called to account. 

Article 5. The wounding of the horseman without his being in fault. 

Article 6. The stopping the nohut at the great gate. 

Article 7* he stopping up the high road and the constructing a large gate 
contrary to custom. 

Article 8. The intruding upon me, and giving expectations to the sons of 
Mirza Jafer, and fixing their allowances. 

Article 9* The allowance of the dependants of the late Begum (Shums* 
oon-Nissa), in comparison with what was fixed in her life-lime, has been 
increased by him (the Resident) tenfold. Let that be fixed for them which 
they icceived in her life-time. 

Article 10. The sending Ameens from among the relations of Mirza Jafer 
and those of his recommendation, and the stoppage of the receipts of revenue 
in consequence of their deputation. 

Article 11. The removal of the English guards or sentries who were stationed 
after the demise of ray father. (This is a request.) 

Article 1C. Let Shunib-ood-Dowlah and the mother of Jilal-ood-Dowlah 
give up what they hold in trust from my father. 

Article 13. When I propose to go on a hunting party let it not be forbidden. 

Article 14. Whereas I desire from my heart to be in every way on terms 
of unanimity and agreement with the Resident, and whereas, in consequence 
of the matters above stated and other circumstances, vexation, and dissati.sfac- 
tion hav6 been occasioned to me by Major Bailiic, as well as to my late father, 
who it is well known fell sick from this plague and vexation, therefore the 
removal of Major Baillie, and the appointment of another gentleman as 
Resident who may be occupied in manifesting friendship and conciliation (or 
respect) is necessary. 

Let my son, Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan, be appointed to the office of 
Naib (or Minister), and on the part of my son let Moontuzim-ood-Dowlah 
Mehdee Alee Khan, who enjoyed the confidence of my late father, and in 
whose charge was the management of the country and other aifairs, and who 
in like manner is possessed of my confidence, be appointed, or let Sheikh 
Imam Bukhsh be appointed ; but in my opinion, Moontuzim-ood-Dowlah is 
better for all affaiis, for he is a man of integrity and above all temptation {lit. 
one whose eye is satiated, or who has nothing to desire), and of a high family. 
Under these circumstances, the business of the Government will be conducted 
bj^ him with integrity and fidelity, for he has been approved ever since the time 
of my father. 

Let the system of Government be the same as in the time of the late Nawaub, 
The new Ameens and other Omlah (officers) who have been appointed are 
quite unfit and inexperienced. Let them be dismissed, and let the regulation 
ot the Government be after my manner, and let the English troops in lime of 
need chastise offenders. 
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Dr. Law from the time of m^ late father holds the situation of physician, and 
is in my service. Let him continue to be so as before. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Oovemor>GeneraI. 


Report of a Message from the Vixier to Mr. Swinton and Mr. Jdam, delivered 
by Agha Meer, Tuesday Is/ November. 

Agha Meer, the confidential servant of the Vizier, came with a message from 
his Excellency to Mr. Swinton and Mr. Adam. He commenced by saying 
that he was desired by the Vizier to state that his Excellency did not compre- 
hend the conversation which passed yesterday evening at the Residency, 
That Mr. Clarke had given him to understand that the Governor-General was 
in his heart dissatisfied with Major Baillie, and that it would be pleasing to his 
Lordsiiip to hear from the Vizier something that might be laid hold of against 
him. That his Excellency felt that he must have been deceived by Mr. 
Clarke, as that did not turn out to be the subject of the conference. He then 
went on to state that Mr. Clarke had formerly endeavoured to impress on the 
Vizier’s mind a belief that the Governor-General was secretly displeased with 
Major Baillie ; that the favourable terms in which his Lordship had spoken of 
Major Baillie at the conference at the Nawaub’s tent on the I ith of last month 
were merely intended as words of course; that his Lordship repented of 
having made use of them ; and that, to gratify his Lordship and to procure 
Major Baillie's removal, his Excellency ought to represent Major Baillie's 
conduct in the manner which he suggested : adding, that he would inform him 
of circumstances which had passed in the time of the late Vizier, and of others 
which had occurred since his Excellency’s accession, but to which his Excel- 
lency had not paid attention. That the Vizier replied, that he had no cause 
of discontent with Major Baillie ; that Major Baillie was his friend, and that 
to him he was indebted for the musnud, and that he would say nothing against 
him. That when Mr. Clarke continued to urge him to state grievances against 
Major Baillie, and to write a paper, he refused ; but said, as it is his Xjord- 
** ship’s pleasure, do you write what you please and I will deliver it.” That 
Mr. Clarke did accordingly give a paper to the Vizier. 

That yesterday, afler Mr. Ricketts had taken his leave of the Vizier, Mr. 
Clarke visited his Excellency : and after again urging his Excellency to speak 
against Major Baillie, gave him the paper which was delivered at the con- 
ference of yesterday, telling him to say, if it he should be asked any questions, 
that every thing was written in that paper. Agha Meer ended by saying, that the 
Nawaub had spent a sleepless night and was indisposed this morning, and was 
anxious to unburden Ids mind, and that his Excellency also wished that Mr. 
Swinton and Mr. Adam would do him the friendly omce of informing Major 
Baillie of these circumstances. To this they replied, that it was their duty 
to report to the Governor-General any communication from the Vizier, but 
that Agha Meer must know that they were not the channel of communication 
to Major Baillie, and that it was, of course, optional with his Excellency to make 
such communication to Major Baillie as he might think proper. Agha Meer 
then said, that he was charged with a communication himself to Miqor Baillie 
of these circumstances, but that the Vizier wished them also, as his Excellency’s 
friends, to mention the subject to Major Baillie. Agha Meer was then asked 
whether all these particulars were communicated by the desire of his Excel- 
lency ? He replied, that they had been mentioned to him by his Excellency, 
and that he should now report what had passed, and would return with any 
further message which the Vizier might wish to send. 

In the course of conversation he repeatedly stated the Vizier’s friendship and 
regard for Major Baillie ; and in answer to a question put to him he said, that 
his own observation did not lead him to suppose that any discontent agmnst 
Major Baillie existed in the Vizier’s mind. During the conversation Agha 

Meer 
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Moor apfpfittredtd recollect himself and said there was another sulyect which Bengal 
he was to mention, namely, that Mr. Clarke had stated to the Vizier that the t^T***^^ 
Governor -General was disposed to favour the appointment of Hukeem Mehdee °*^' ** * * 
and Imam Bukhsh to be the Naibs under his son, and that this subject was 
accordh^ly included in the paper. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Sewetary to the Government, Political Department. 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Report of d Conference held hy Mr. Swinton and Mr. Adam with the Vizier, at 
his Excellency* s Request, 2c? November 1814. 

Yesterday evening Agha Meer returned with a message from the Vizier, 
desiring our company at breakfast this morning, that he might make a commu- 
nication to us : Agha Meet stated also, that Major Buillie was to be of the 
party. Having received your Lordship’s sanction and your instructions tO 
request an audience of his Excellency in private, for the purpose of stating td 
his Excellency the tenor of Agha Meer’s previous communication, and of 
asking whether that person was authorized by his Excellency to convey any 
such message, we informed Agha Meer that we should attend his Excellency, 
and we accordingly waited on him this morning. 

Shortly after our arrival we requested a private audience ; and having retired 
with his Excellency we began by stating that Agha Meer had yesterday com- 
municated a message on the part of his Excellency which we had reported to 
the Governor-General, and that his Lordship being anxious that the autheii. 
ticity of it should be confirmed from his Excellency’s own mouth, had desired 
that we would request him to state whether the message was delivered by his 
order. His Excellency nodded assent. 

We then proceeded to state the substance of it ; but his Excellency inter- 
rupted us, by saying that Mr. Clarke had informed him that it was the 
Govemor-General’s pleasure that his Excellency should state matter of incul- 
pation against Major Baillie, with whom his Lordship was dissatisfied. That 
the paper was given to him by Mr. Clarke, who had deceived him by making 
him believe that inch Was his Lordship’s wish. That Captain McLeod, Mr. 
Clarke, and Mr. Law, were concerned in this affair, and that he had dismissed 
them from his service, as they were the cause of interruption to the Jiarraony 
between the parties (meaning, as he afterwards explained himself, the 
British Government and himself). Ilis Excellency added, that ho was pre- 
paring a letter to the Governor-General on the subject, and that what he had 
to say was written in it. 

His Excellency said, that he had been informed that the Governor-General 
had given an order that the nobut should beat $ but that when he mentioned 
the subject at the conference on the evening of the 81st, he found, to his 
surprise, that it was perfectly new to his Lordship and the gentlemen attending 
the conference. 

The paper delivered by his Excellency to the Governor-General at the con- 
ference was then produced, and he was asked whether that was the paper which 
was written and given to him by Mr. Clarke on the day of the conference ? 
His Excellency, with some appearance of hesitation and confusion, replied 
that Mr. Clarke had “ given him the paper.” We then asked his Excellency 
whether the paper which he had delivered to Mr. Ricketts on the same day 
was also given him by Mr. Clarke ; to which he replied in the affirmative, but 
with some degcce of confusion and hesitation, as in the former instance. This 
paper was also produced. 

His Excellency then went on to say, that his genuine sentiments and wishes 
were contained in the two first papeis delivered by him, and that those pre- 
sented on the day of the conference were dictated by Mr, Clarke and the others, 
and that they were not his papers. 

10 P Ilis 
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Terence, and mentioned one or two articles in it as being to the same effect as 
‘ ' ’ those contained in his former papers. To explain this, he said that Mr. 

Clarke previously knew his Excellency’s real wishes, and had inserted them iii 
the latter papers as well as those articles .of his own suggestion. He then 
particidarly pointed out the article purporting that he was desirous that Major 
liaillie should be removed, saying “ that is not mine, it is theirs.” 

During the conversation, and while the papers were in the Vizier's hand 
Agha Meer came in unsent for ; and after whispering something to the Vizier 
began to repeat the message which he had delivered yesterday, his Excellency 
confirming the statement by words and gestures. Thinking Agha Meer’s 
presence inconsistent with the nature of the interview, and being satisfied that 
the message was authentic, and adverting to his Excellency’s declaration that 
he was stating in his letter what he wished to communicate to your Lordship, 
we observed to his Excellency that it appeared unnecessary to pursue the 
subject with Agha Meer, and he was accordingly dismissed. The remainder 
of the conversation consisted chiefly of a repetition of what is above stated, and 
of assurances, on our part, that his Excellency might state W’ith perfect 
confidence and unreserve whatever he might wish to convey to the Governor- 
General, to whom it would be faithfully reported. 

The main point of the authenticity of the message having been attained, and 
his Excellency leading us to suppose that the letter would contain all that had 
been communicated by Agha Meer, we desisted from further inquiry. 

Major Baillic having arrived we sat down to breakfast j and a short time 
before we rose the letter for the Governor-General was brought and put into 
our hands. 

It seems proper to state, that previously to the delivery of the letter a Persian 
paper was brought to his Excellency, who desired it to be shewn to Major 
Baillie. Major Ikiiiie declined reading it, and it was brought to Mr. Swinton, 
who perceiving that it was the draft or copy of a letter to the Governor- 
General declined the perusal, observing that when it was received by the 
Governor-General he should peruse it. Major Baillie, about this time, said to 
Mr. Adam that the perusal of the draft of his Excellency’s letter to the 
Governor-General had been tendered to him, and that he had declined reading 
it; we conclude, therefore, that the Persian paper in question W’as the draft 
of the letter afterwards delivered to us. 


On rising from table we reminded the Vizier of his having signified to us Iiis 
desire to make a communication and our readiness to receive his commaiuU. 
His Excellency then withdrew with us, leaving Major Baillie in the outer room. 
Ilis Excellency said, “ Present my respects to the Governor-General and 
“ deliver that letter to him.” lie then repeated, on our again putting the 
question to him, that the two first papers were those which contained his 
requests, with which he hoped the Governor-General would comply, and that 
the two last delivered were not his papers. 


We then rejoined Major Baillie, 
all took our leave. 


and after some indifferent conversation wc 

(Signed) J. Adah, 

Secretary to the Government, 
(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Letter From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. ^Received the fid November 1814.y 

from the Vieier. . . \* 

(After expressions of desire for a happy meeting); 

Mr. Clarke, and some other persons, for some time past have been in the habit 
of saying to me that a paper containing a statement of the faults of Major 
Baillie should be prepared and given to your Lordship. I never would consent 
to this. At length, the day before yesterday, having brought a paper, he (or 
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tliey), in tbe '^ay of deceit, atated that the giving of the paper to your Lord- 
ship woafd be the cause of pleasing you, and that your JLordslfip wished to 
receive from me a communication by which accusation might attach to Major 
Jiaillie. Of necessity, I conveyed tbe said paper to y<.ur Lordship, with a view 
to your Lordship’s pleasure; but I have in nowise any cause of complaint or 
dissatisfaction with that gentleman, and he is my friend, and is in every respect 
the well-wisher of the Honourable Company’s Government, and not a word but 
matters of friendship and attachment has ever passed between us. As Mr. 
Clarke and the other persons had been the contrivers (or authors) of this deceit 
and insinuation (//r. spell or sorcery), I have therefore caused them to be 
dismissed from my service, because the retaining of such persons in my service 
is nowise proper. 

Further, may the days of your Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 

A true translation : , 

(Signed) C>. Sw^ntox, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor- General. 

(Signed) .T. Adam, 

Secretary to tlic Government. 


7’Ae Governor-GencraV s Minute. 

Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, will have the goodness to wait 
upon tl'.c Nawauh Vizier this morning, and will please to make to his Excellency 
the following statements : 

First. That I came to Lucknow witn the most earnest wish to promote his 
dignity and satisfaction, by establishing all matters on what I conceive to be 
the just and lionourablc construction of the treaty existing between the British 
Government and the State of Oude; but I have been so perplexed by contra- 
dictory communications of his Excellency’s wishes, that I really must be doubtful 
whether, in the steps f lake, 1 may truly advance Jiis comfort. 

Second. That there is one point, at least, in which I can feel secure. As hi.s 
Excellency complained directly to Mr. Rickctt.s my contidcntial secretary and 
friend, that it was a grievance to have had the sons of Mirza Jafer placed in 
his family with excessive salaries, for the purpose, as his Excellency represented 
it, of superintending all his actions, I cannot err in freeing him fiom the pain- 
ful feeling which he professed to suffer, at not appearing in the eyes of his 
household and subjects as a free agent : I therefore earnestly solicit that his 
Excellency will not hesitate, should he think proper, in immediately dismissing 
from bis service the four sons of Mirza .lafcr, as well as any other private 
servants who may be obnoxious to him. 1 make this request pensonal from 
myself, to mark to his Excellency, in this procedure, that 1 do not sanction any 
attempt to circumscribe his freedom of action in his private affairs. 

Third That another point which I am <!csirous of bringing to his Excellency’s 
consideration is the nomination of a pliysician. That Mr. AVilson has been 
stated to the Governor-Geiicrai, in the Vizier’s name, as the person whom his 
Excellency is desirous of employing in that capacity. That his Excellency, 
however, had stated to Mr. Ricketts, as also in l)is supplementary paper, in 
express terms, for the sanction of the Governor-General, and that his Lordship 
had also heard it from various quarters, that his Excellency is anxious to 
employ Mr.' Law'. That this is an affair in wliich no other consideration but his 
Excellency’s unbiassed wish can be permitted to operate; and that he is entreated, 
therefore, to name the physician of his real choice, without reserve or 
hesitation. 

Fourth. I wish it also to be distinctly stated to his Excellency, that although 
the 6rm establishment of the Vizier on the musnud of his ancestors, under the 
support and assistance of the British Government, must have put an end to any 
hopes which might have been entertained of disturbing the legitimate order of 
succession, yet the known expectations of the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, 
and his conduct at the period of the accession of his Excellency, cannot fail to 
render the continued residence of Shums-ood-Dowdah at Lucknow a source of 

uneasiness 
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uneasiness and anxiety to his Excellency’s mind. Hiat it must also be a source 
of uneasiness to the Nawaub Shuins-ood-Dowlah himself, who cannot feel 
satisfied under the entire alteration of his condition since tlie decease of the late 
Vixier. 'I’hat viewing all tliesc circumstances, the Governor-General is satis, 
tied that it is necessary, for the comfort and happiness both of his Bxoellency 
and of his brother, that the latter should retire from the territory of Oude and 
icside within the doininious of the Honourable Company. 

That his Excellency’s known liberality would lead him, of his own accord, to 
assign an ample piovision to his brother, and that, in the Governor-General’s 
opintou, every claim on his Excellency’s justice and generosity would be satis- 
fied, by fixing that provision at two lacs of rupees per annum. 

That if his Excellency concur in this proposition, which is earnestly recom- 
mended to him on tlie grounds above stated, the Governor-General will commu- 
nicate the arrangement to Shums-ood-Dowlah without delay, and carry it into 
immediate effect. 

Fifth. That as I am very desirous not to leave any thing unsettled relative to 
tliose measures which 1 trust will be a guard to his Excellency’s happiness, and 
as tny dep.utui\i from Lucknow must he very speedy, 1 have commissioned Mr. 
Ricketts, .Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, to entreat the communication of his 
Excellency '.s wishes respecting the appointment of a Minister and his subordi- 
nates, and that I have empowered those gentlemen to discuss that important 
subject fully with his Excellency. 

Sixth. That it is gratifying to me to believe, that the tenor of the answer 
wliich I had been preparing to the public points staterl in his Excellency’s first 
paper would have been satisfactory to his feelings. The Rritish Government has 
no petty points to carry : it wishes the welfare and prosperity of his Excel- 
lency’s dominions, because it regards his interest as inseparable from our own ; 
and it studies that his Excellency should enjoy not only all the splendour 
and ostensible sway, but all the solid authority within his territories, which it 
was the honest meaning of the treaty to secure to the sovereign of Oude, sub- 
ject always to the advice and representations of the Governor-General directly, 
or through his representative at the court of Lucknow, on all measures affecting 
tliC interests of the two States. 

Seventh. I request that his Excellency may be distinctly given to understand, 
that this answer is kept back on account of the difficulty experienced by the 
(iovcrnor-Gcncral in forming a judgment of the real sentiments and wishes of 
the Nawaub Vizier, in consequence of the contradictory statements which have 
been made. These inconsistencies should be clearly pointed out, as they exist 
in the two papers first delivered, and the successive declaration and retractation 
ot the requests contained in the papers delivered on the 31st ultimo, when his 
Excellency had, in the most confidential and unreserved manner, imparled to 
Mr. Ricketts, to be laid before the Governor-General, those very requests. His 
Excellency ought also to be apprized, that the gentlemen now cfiarged with hav- 
ing instigated his Excellency against Major Baillie desire to attest on oath 
before the Council, that the agitation of the subject was spontaneously urged 
upon them by the Vizier and reluctantly submitted to by them. That to clear 
up these difficulties and to bring out his Excellency’s genuine wishes, it is parti- 
cularly requested by the Governor-General that he will well weigh all the cir- 
cumstances, and allowing no bias or apprehension to interfere with him, finally 
to deliver to the Governor-General his ultimatum, stating distinctly and expli- 
citly the nature and object of the several wishes which his Excellency may have 
to prefer for the consideration of his Lordship. 

Eighth. It is farther to be explained to the Nawaub Vizier, that as Mr. Clarke 
is charged with having insinuated it to be the Governor-General’s wbh to obtain 
grounds of crimination against Major Baillie, it behoves his Lordship to enquire 
distinctly whether bis name has been made use of liy any one, to influence the 
Nawaub Vizier in sending the message of Agha Mccr to Mr. Adam and Mr. 
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Swinton, or in framing his Excellency's last letter to the Governor-General ; 
anti the Nawaiib Vi2ier is to he informed that the (Jovernor-General puts tliat 
question in the most solemn manner to his Excellcticy’s honour. 

Lucknow, (Signed) Wont a. 

3d November 1814. 


Report of a Cotiferciice held by ]\Ir. Rideettx, Mr. Adnm, and Mr. Su'inton, 
with Ills Excdlaicy the Vizier, on the 4/// of November 1814. 

His Excellency the Vizier received us at one of his villas (Arnoti's house), 
and having led us into a private room we opctied the business of our deputation 
without delay. 

We informed him that we were commissioned by the Governor-General to 
make a communication to his Excellency on some matters of importance: that, 
for the sake of greater precision and correctness, the substance of it had been 
committed to writing ; and that, with his Excellency’s permission, we would 
read over the pajver, which Mr. Swinton held in his hand, from beginning to en<l, 
without entering into any conversation on the subject, after wliich we would 
proceed to the discussion of each point separately. 

His Excellency having assented, Mr. Swinton proceeded verbally to traivslate 
the contents of the paper to the Vizier. He had scarcely pronounced the vvcjrds 
referring to the contradictoi y statements made to the Governor General, before 
he was intcrrunled by his Excellency, exclaiming that his wishes were expressed 
in the two fust papers; that Mr. Clarke and tlic others, by deceit, made him 
write the others, which he disclaimed ; that he had dismissecl them fiom his ser- 
vice ; that he wished to vvithdiaw the papers; and that he would prepare 
another, under his seal, containing his genuine wishes, and deliver it to tl;e 
Governor-General. During this discourse he adveited to the circumstance 
regarding the nobut. olaled at the conference of the 31st ultimo as that which 
had opened his eyca, and shewed him that the name of the Governor-General 
had been used without authority, and that he had been deceiv'ed. The easy 
and natural manner in which these observations were made by the Vizier had 
every appearance of liis speaking from the real dictates of his heart. 

When his Excellency had liuished, we again rc<picstcd his permission to read 
the paper to the end, and begged that he would reserve what he wished to com- 
municate to us until each point should be separately discussed. 

We beg leave in this place to state, that we pursued this method, in order that 
his Excellency being fully apprized of the subjects on which we were instructed 
to confer with him, might be relieved from any embarrassment or apprehension 
of what was to follow the discussion of any one question, and be encouraged 
to speak his mind fully on each. 

With some occasional interruptions from the Vizier, which it is not necessary 
to particularize in this part of oar report, we accomplished the perusal of the 
paper. 

On hearing the eighth and last paragraph, his Excellency not (piite compic- 
hending the nature of the solemn appeal to his honour which we were desired to 
make, appeared to be hurt at the suspicion which he conceived it to imply that 
what he had said required such a confirmation. He repeatedly asserted in the 
most earnest maimer, that what he had saitl of the practices of Mr. Clarke and 
the other gentlemen was true ; that they had influenced his mind by making 
use of the Governor-General’s name ; and that their denial of the fact was 
entirely false. We again explained the nature of the question, observing how 
important it was that the Governor-General should be satisfied whether any 
unauthorized use had been made of his name: and wc again put the question to 
him distinctly, whether his Lordship's name had been used to influence him in 
sending to Mr. Adam and Mr. Swinton the message conveyed by Aga Meer, 
or m writing his last letter to the Governor-General, disclaiming the two last 
papers, and charging Mr. Clarke and the others with having improperly used 
the Governor-General's name. His Excellency denied, in the most direct :md 
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positive manner, that any person liad employed the Govcrnor-Generul's name 
for these purposes, or that he had been influenced by any bias or apprehension 
of the displeasure of any one to send that message or write that letter, adding 
that they were the genuine dictates of his own heart. 

Having satisfied ourselves that his Excellency fully understood the purport of 
the last paragraph, as well as that he had comprehended the whole of the pre- 
ceding ones, we conversed for a short time on indifferent topics, with a view to 
relieve his Excellency’s mind and attention and enable him to recollect himself. 

We then proceeded to state the substance of each article and discuss tliem 
separately. 

In reporting what passed on each, wc shall give the substance of the remarks 
which casually occurred during the first perusal of the paper, without distinguish- 
ing it from the more regular conversation whiclj now ensued. 


On this subject his Excellency repeated his former asse- 
oj t izier 3 vihlin. j i],at Mr. Claike and the others had deceived him, 

and led him astray bv the use of the Ciovcrnor-Gcm ral’s name to persuade him 
to inculpate Major Paillie ; that Major Haillie was his friend ; and that he had 
no cause of complaint against him. His Excellency begged tliat lie might have 
tlie two last papers back, and said that lie would prepare another, under his 
seal, containing his real seutiinciits. Wc at fiist wished to avoid restoring the 
papers, saying that the contents having been comiimnicatcd to the Governor- 
General they must form matter of i ecord ; but that they would not be con- 
sidered as expressive of his E.xccllency’s wishes, excepting in as far as they might 
he confirmed by the pajier which he now proposed to deliver. On further con- 
sideration, hov\e\er, wc thought it advisable to icUirn all the papers, telling his 
Excellency that wc hoped they would he given back for the purpose of 
being recorded, and lepeafmg our former assuiance. The papers were accord- 
ingly delivered. In order to connect the subject, we have, in the foregoing 
statement, anticipated a part of what passed in conversing on the subject of 
paragraph 7. 

Second. The Sons of Wc readily percciv'^ed that his Excellency’s disposition was 

M^Senanu!’’ "'’“"‘-/adverse to the sous of Mirza Jafer, and that he was gratified 

by the manner in wbicli be was encouraged to discharge 
them if they were disagiecablc to him. He did not at first like to speak out; 
but he at last said that he would discharge them wben they committed a fault, 
as it was not the custom to discharge servants suddenly and without a colour- 
able cause; that it was discreditable to a man of rank to do .so, and that it 
would shake tlic confidence of his otlicr servants; adding that it did not 
become a prince suddcnlv to bieak the hearts of liis servants. He concluded 
by saying, that as liis I.oi<lsbip had giv'en him pcmiission to discharge such of 
his iiouseliold servants as he pleased, lie wnuhl find an opportunity of dismissing 
the sons of .Infer. In oidcr to give his Excellency confidence on this subject, 
we went so far ns to tell him that it was not only the Governor-Generars wish, 
as stated in the paper which lie had licaid read, that liis E.xccllency should be 
entirely free in the choice of liis domc.stic servants, hut that it would be a posi- 
tive gratification to his Lordship to see dismissed from his service persons whom 
he felt assured were disagreeable to him. 

'Ik'nil. The choice qf a Pht/sirian. Wiieii WC rccuiTcd to this point, liis E.vcellency Said that a 

communication had been made by Major Eaillie, at h’s 
desire, to the Govcinor-General at Baron n, on the day of the elephant fight, 
respecting his desire to cmjiloy Mr. Wilson; that lie did not wish to employ Mr. 
Law ; that it was not proper to change one’s jihysician, and that it was not 
even the practice of the English gentlemen. We remarked on this, as delicately 
as we could, that as Mr. Law' had been his Excellency’s physician, he w'ould, 
by now selecting Mr. Wilson, do that which he condemned.^ His Excellency 
instantly, and in a manner calculated to convey complete conviction, exclaimed 
that Doctor Wilson was always the physician of his clioice : that in his fathei s 
life-time he used to procure medicines from him by .stealth, although Mr. Law 
was nominally his medical attendant: tliat he would never take Mr. Laws 
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aiedicioes, whose attendance was disagreeable to a sick person. He then men- 
tioned an instance o^ Mr. Law having attended him in a serious illness in whidi 
he gave him great dissatisfaction : on the wliole, we were fully persuaded^ both 
by his Excellency’s words and mannei-, that his genuine wish is to employ tlie 
services of Mr. Wilson. 

urth 8hum-ood-Doidah. His Excelleticy fully acquiesced in the propriety of the 

removal of the Nawaub Shunis-ood-Dowlah from the ter- 
ritory of Glide, and assented to liis residing in any part of the Company’s 
dominions which he might prefer, naming of himself Benares or Patna. 


We then repeated the Goi ernor-Generars opinion with respect to the amount 
of the stipend to be assigned to him. The amount appealed to his Excellency 
to be too great. He repeatedly said llial be had many other hrotliers, who 
would also expect large allowances ; and asked whether what Shum.s-ood- 
Dowlah received now was a trifle, calculating it at nearly a lac and a-lulf of 
rupees per annum. We ob'-erved, that the case of Shums-ood-l)o\vlah was too 
difterent from that of his other brothcr.s, to admit of its being made a ground of 
claim on their part for an increase ol stipend; tliat his allow ance was already 
much larger than those of his other hrotliers; that in his father’s life-time he had 
held a situation of high dignity and impoitance, and that his claims were pro- 
portionably great : that he U’a.s now deprived of all his authority and influence, 
and about to become an c.xiie from his native country : that all these considera- 
tions ought to operate in bis favour, as far as related to a liberal provision for 
him : that the removal or continued residence in Oude of tlie otlier brothers 
was a matter refening only to his Excellency’s jileasure, but that the removal 
of Shums-ood-Dowlah was a measuro of Slate, recommended to him by the 
Goveruor-fJeneral on grounds of public expediency, anrl that tliercfore, iii this 
instance also, no analogy could be found between hi.s siliiation and that of their 
younger brothers. We urged the importance to Ids Excellency’s reputation that 
ids brother should not he sent away without a suflicient and even a liberal 
provision; and we inatanced the case of his late father, who at one time received 
even three lacs of rupees per annum. His E.vcclicncy informed us that he would 
consider the subject and give his answer witliout delay. ^Vc informed him, that 
it WM desirable to reeei\o it taily, as in cases of tiiis nature the adoption ol‘ 
the resolution sliould he instantly followed up by its execution : that on knowing' 
his Exccllcu'-y's dual .smliments, the (Jovernor-Gcneral would comnundcate 
the arrangement to Shums-ood-l)o\vdali and cairy it into innnediate efleet. His 
Excellency intimated a wish, that the conimuideatiou slundd 1)0 made l)y him- 
self to Shums-ood-Dowlah; but we lecommcndcd tliat no step sliould he taken 
until the (luestion respecting the stipend was liiially ariangcd. To this his 
Excellency assented. 


lA. Apnointment of a Minis - 1 
i his subordinates, } 

delay. 


His Exccllcucy declined any discussion on this subject, 
and said that he would communicate his wislics in writing 
without delay. We observed, that ou this question and the preceiling one 
relative to Shums-ood-Dowlah, it would be satisfactory to receive an early 
communication of his Excellency’s sentiments, as the Governor- General would 
he ilesirous of settling them before his dejiarturc from Lucknow, which was 
now drawing near. Ills Excellency replied, that on these |)oints he would 
write forthwith, lescvving the others for a subsequent communication. 


Referring 1o the intended ' 
wij the Vizier’s frst papeis, 
the general principle on ^ 
the British Gofoemment mill 
ite its conduct mkh relation to 
^otco/Oude. 


His Excellency expressed his full confidence in the Go- 
vernor-General’s justice, friendship, and kindness, and his 
own desire to act in a manner to merit them. He admitted, 
in the fullest manner, the right of the British Government 
and the Resident to offer advice in the measures of his 


Government, and his own obligations to square his conduct according to that 
advice. 


Ansmtrs dferred on\ His Excellency said again, that he should prepare without 
?/*»■/ ® statement of all his wishes. He 
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example, the articles relating to the system of collection and those relating to the 
courts of justice, lie said they would all be reconciled, and his real wishes 
given in the paper to be now prepared. With respect to the collections, he said 
that in Asut'-ood-Dowlah’s time, and in the early part of Saadut Alee’s, the 
system of amanec tuhseel prevailed, but that it was succeeded by the farming 
system, and that his wish was to revert to the former cue. 


On coming to the passage respecting the denial by Mr. Clarke and Captain 
McLeod of the charge of having urged him to inculpate the Resident, and of 
his Excellency’s having instigated them to do so, and their readiness to attest this 
on oath, his Excellency pointedly and repeatedly declared, as he had done before, 
that it was false, and that whatever oaths they might take they were unworthy 
of belief: that i'or himself, he was now so displeased with their conduct, that 
he had dismissed tliera from his service. We pursued this subject for some time, 
and his Excellency in the course of tlie conversation, partly of his own accord 
and partly in reply to oiir questions, said that Mr. (Jiarke, Captain McLeod, Mr. 
Law, and Mr. Dc L’Etang, consulted together in this business : tiiat Captain 
McLeod used to speak to luin en the subject when they drove out together in 
a carriage, which his Excellency had got from Captain McLeod : that Doctor 
Law also used to speak to him on these matters ; and that he first suggested 
the removal of Major Bailiie, whose enemy he was, because he ascribed to his 
(Major Raillie’s) influence the Vizier’s preference of Doctor Wilson to Mr. Law 
as a medical attendant : that Mr. Clarke frequently gave advice and prepared the 
papers for him: that lie had no direct communication with Mr. De L’Etang, 
but that lie was a party to the consultations : that his Excellency delivered th e 
two last papers under the impression which he had received from Mr. Clarke’ 
and the other gentlemen, that the Governor-General would be gratified by it. 
His Excellency further declared, that he fully understood Mr. Rickett’s com- 
munication to liim on the occasion of his visit to his Excellency on the Slst of 
October, and that what he then said to Mr. Ricketts was prompted by Mr. 
Clarke. We expressed some surprise at so sudden a change in his Excellency’s 
sentiments in the short period which elapsed between the conference at which 
he delivered his last paper, and the deputation of Agha Meer. His Excellency, 
without the least embarrassment or hesitation, replied, “There was a cause. 
“ On my mentioning at the conference the nobut, 1 plainly observed that 
“ neither his Lordship nor yourselves seemed to know any thing about it, 
“ whereas I had been distinctly given to understand that my wisli for the nobut 
“ to beat at tlie new nobut-khana had been staled to his Lordship, and they 
“ told me to beat it without delay as his Lordship had sanctioned it. Seeing 
“ that the circumstance was new to his Lordship, it instantly struck me that 
“ deception had been practised upon me. I passed a sleepless night, and the 
“ next morning I, of my own free will, determined to dismiss Mr. Clarke 
“ and the others from my service, and sent the n)cssagc by Agha Meer.” 

We concluded by repeating what we had said during the conversation above 
reported, that the Governor-General had no object but the promotion of' bis 
Excellency’s dignity, comfort, and satisfaction. That to enable his Lordship 
to give cff'ect to this desire it was necessary that he should know the full extent 
of his Excellency’s wishes, w’e therefore entreated him to conce.al nothing ; 
and as a proof of the advantage of declaring his wishes without reserve, we 
instanced the nobut, of which the Governor-General would have had no know- 
ledge, and in which his Excellency’s wi.slies could not have been obtained if he 
had not imparted it to the Governor-General. 

His Excellency fully comprehended all that we said to him, and made short 
notes of some of the points which were the subject of the conference. 

The whole of his Excellency’s manner and conversation impressed ns with 
a conviction tl>at he spoke to us with freedom and confidence. He was 
perfectly unembarrassed, and in the intervals of the conversation on business 
conversed with gaiety and cheerfulness on common topics. Among other 
matters, on one of us inadvertently styling Captain Mc.Leod “ Major, ’ he 
corrected the mistake, and said, in a jocular marner, “ Mr. Clarke ordered Ins 

“ servants 
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“ servants to call him Major, and wished me to make him an Aide-de-Camp.*’ 
His Excellency, seemed highly amused at this story. 

We took our leave after a conference of‘ upwards of tliree hours’ duration. 

(Signed) C. M. Ricketts, 

J. Atmm, 

Secretary to the Government, Political Department. 
(Signed) (i. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Govern or -General. 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 4th November 1814.) 

Not having discerned the drift of the counsel and the insidious views (lit. 
deceit and incantation) of Mr. Clarke and the others, I lately gave to your 
Lordship the papers those persons wrote and brought to mo. Now that I place 
no trust in the counsel of those persons, and doubt and uncertainty have arisen 
in my mind, so in like manner I entertain doubt and distrust respecting the 
contents of the papers in question. Under these circumstances, I hope, from 
your parental kindness and favour, that your Lordship will be pleased to 
return to me the whole of those papers, that after carefully examining and 
considering their contents, I may commit to paper whatever necessary and 
proper requests it may be my wish and desire to bring before your Lordship, 
when I will affix my seal to the paper and transmit it to your Lordship, for 
in every respect I liope for the prosperity ami success of my affairs from your 
Lordship. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) Gko. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 

From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 7th November 1814.) 

(After ' 'prc.ssions of desire for a personal meeting.) 

It must be quite clear and evident to your Lordship, that it is very difficult to 
regulate the affairs of the State, and to transact all business connected with the 
civil and revenue branches of the Government, without the appointment of a 
trusty and faithful Minister possessed of integrity and honesty. I consider my 
prosperity and welfare to depend on your Lordship’s parental favour and 
kindness, and I wish that all the arrangements of my Government should be 
made with the sanction of your Excellency’s concurrence and advice: I there- 
fore propose that liaec Dya-Krishen, who has hitherto been employed in 
keeping the civil and levemie accounts, should be confirmed in that office. 
It was also my intention foimerly, that the management of the civil and 
revenue affairs should be committed to Rajah Bhuwanee Pursliad, because he 
had apparently acquitted himself well on the part of the late Alinass Alee 
Khan in the settlement and management of many muluils. As I do not, 
however, possess a thorough knowledge, such as is requisite, of all the circum- 
stances of his charactei, it is therefore most advisable and expedient that I 
should nominate and appoint, on the part of my dear son Mirza Nuseer-ood- 
Deen Hyiler Khan, the respectable Agha Mecr, of whose virtue, integrity, 
honesty, fidelity, and attachment, I entertain a high sense, that he may be 
entrusted with the conduct of affairs and carry on the business of the State. 
As the communication of this affair to your Lordship is one of my indispensable 
duties, I now state it in wriling. 'lour Lordship having returned to me the 
papers of requests which I formerly gave to you, it is now my intention, after 
your Lordship’s dep.niuie, to piepurc a paper under my seal, which shall 
contain my necessary requests, and to transmit it in a letter to your Lordship, 
with the hope that you will be pleased to signify your acquiescence in those 
requests by returning the paper to me with your seal affixed. 

Further, may tlie days of your happiness be perpetual. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretaiy to the Govelnor Gcneral. 

10 R To 
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Potnioftl ' 
ConsultatioiHt 
7 Mar. 1815. 

Letter from 
Governor General. 


To his £xcdlency the Newaub Vizier. (Written the 8th November 1814 .) 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter. (Recapitulate 
contents of letter received 7th November.) 

The arrangement which your Excellency has proposed, namely, that Raee 
Dya>Krishen should be continued in his present office of adjusting the accounts 
of the civil and revenue branches of your Government, and that Agha Meer 
should be appointed on the part of your Excellency’s son, Mirza Nuseer-ood- 
Deen Hyder, to transact the business of the State, appears to me to be entirely 
unobjectionable : and as I could have no desire but that your Excellency’s 
wishes should be fulfilled in every respect where some marked consideration of 
our common interest did not oppose them, I have only to signify my cheerfuf 
concurrence in your Excellency's proposition. 


A ti ue copy : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Govornor-General. 


Letter 

fioiii Secretary to 
Government. 


To Captain McLeod. 

Sir: 

I am directed by his Excellency the (Jovernor-Gcneral to transmit to you the 
enclosed memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Lord- 
ship by his Excellency the Vizier, and to desire that you will state in writing, 
for his Lordship’s information, any explanation which you may wish to offer, 
relative to the charge which it involves against you of interfering in the public 
affairs of the (xovernment of Oude. 


Lucknow, 

8th November 1814. 


I have, &e. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to Government. 


The same to .folin Law, Esq. and Mr. De L’Etang. 


Communicatioi) Substance of a Communication from His Excellency the Vizier to the 

from tbp Vizier. Goveruor-Gcnerat. 

That Captain McLeod, Mr. Law, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. De L’Rtang, bad 
invited and encouraged his Excellency to lay before the Governor-General 
matter of charge against Major Baillic, w'ith a view to accomplish his removal 
from the office of Resident at Lucknow, and that they informed his Excellency 
that by this procedure he would gratify the Governor-General, who was dis- 
pleased with Major Baillie. His Excellency states, that this subject was pressed 
upon him at various times by Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Law ; and 
that although he had no personal communication with Mr. Dc L’Etang, that 
gentleman was a party in the consultations of the others. That Captain McLeod 
was accustomed to take the opportunity of accompanying the Vizier to drive 
out in a carriage, to converse with his Excellency on the subject. That Mr. Law 
first sugge.stcd taking measures for eflecting the removal of Major Baillie, being 
hostile to that officer from a belief that the Vizier was influenced by him to prefer 
Mr. Wilson to Mr. Law as his medical attendant. Tliat Mr. Clarke frequently 
urged him to bring forward matter of inculpation against Major Baillie, and 
persuaded him that by so doing he would plea.se the Governor-General. That 
on liis urging his Excellency to draw up a paper containing matter of that 
description, his Excellency refused, but at length told Mr. Clarke to write what 
be pleased and he would present it, being led to believe that it was the Governor- 
Cencral’s desire. That Mr. Clarke accordingly preparetl and gave him a paper. 
That the discourse held by the Vizier with Mr. Ricketts, at that gentleman’s con- 
ference with him on the 31st October, was prompted by Mr. Clarke and was to 
the following effect: viz, that Doctor Law, and not Doctor Wilson, was the 
physician of his Excellency’s choice ; that he wished to remove frona his service 
the four .sons of Mirza Jafer, as they' were obnoxious to him, being in fact spi^ 
on his actions, and receiving very exorbitant salaries, about ei^ht or •line thousand 
rupees a month ; that he was anxious for bis son to be appointed Minister, ^d 
Hukecni Mehdee Alee Khan and Imam Bukhsh, Paishcars under him ; and that 
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in many respectet his Excellency was much dissatisfied with Major Baillie’s 
conduct towards him. 

That after Mr. Ricketts took his leave, Mr. Clarke waited on His Excel- 
lency, and gave him the paper which he presented to the Governor-General at 
the conference which he held with his Lordship at the Residency on that 
evening. 

His Excellency has further stated, that Mr. Clarke informed him that the 
Governor-General was disposed to favour the appointment of Hukeem Mehdee 
and Imam Bukhsh to be Naibs under his son. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to Government. 


To James Henry Clarke, Esq. 

Sir; 

1. I am directed by his Excellency the Governor-General to transmit to you the 
enclosed memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Lord- 
ship by his Excellency the Vizier, and to desire that you will state in writing, for 
liis Lordship’s information, any explanation which you may wish to otfer, relative 
to the charge which it involves against you of interfering in the public affairs of 
the Government of Oude. 

2. A copy of the paper stated to have been given by you to the Vizier is 
enclosed, and you will be pleased to return it to me. 

I have. Ac. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Adam, 

8th November 1814- Secretary to Government. 

'I’o J. Adam, K.sq., Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

1 only to-day had the honour to receive your letter of yesterday’s date, covering 
a memorandum of tlie substance of a communication made to his Excellency 
•the Governor-General by his Highness the Vizier, and requiring of me sued 
explanation, for his Lordship’s information, relative to the charge it involves 
against me as I may wish to oft'er. 

I most solemnly deny that I ever invited his Highness the Vizier to lay before 
his Excellency the Governor-General matter of charge against Major Baiiiie, 
with a view to effect his removal from office ; but admit, that I agreed with his 
Highness in opinion, that the removal of Major Baillie was essential to the esta- 
blishment of his authority and independence. 

i also most solemnly deny, that I ever led his Highness to believe that the 
Governor-General wouUl be gratified bj' any such procedure, or that he was 
displeased with Major Baillie. It is, consequently, unnecessary to state that I 
never pressed these subjects upon his Highness. 

It is true that I was in the habits of attending his Highness of an evening to 
drive out with him in his carriage, at his particular desire, and that he on those 
occasions always assailed my ears with bis grievances, and that I was constrained 
to hear him from motives of humanity, my feelings having been excited by them. 

In conclusion, T have only to express my firm belief, that the person named 
Agha Meer, in the service of the Nawaub, acting in the interest of another or 
others, has betrayed and deceived his master ; that he has been in the habits 
of fabricating stories and making use of the Governor-General’s name, in a 
manner to intimidate the Nawaub to make the subsequent declaration detailed 
in your memorandum. Should his Lordship be pleased to order an investigation 
into this matter, I hope to be able to prove to his satisfaction, on the evidence 
of several persons on oath, that my representation is founded in truth. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) D. McClrod, 

9th November 1814. Captain, Engineers. 

To 


Bengal PoHticiJ 
ComoItaffoMli 
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Bengal Polidcal 
C^iMIulKattonf, 
7 Xtar. 1815. 

Letter 

fiwm Mr. Clarke. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 

Sir: 

I have bad the honour to receive your letter of the 8th instant, enclosiixr 
a memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Excellcncv 
the Governor-General by his Excellency the Vizier, and desiring that I shall 
state in writing, for his Lordship’s information, any explanation wliich 1 may 
wish to o&er, relative to the charge which it involves against me o! interfering 
in the public att'airs of the Government of Oude ; enclosing also a copy of a 
paper stated to have been given by me to the Vizier, and which I have the 
honour to return to you herewith, agreeably to your desire. 


In answer to the substance of the communication, I have the honoin 
request that you will be pleased to iidorm his Excellency the Governor-Ge- 
neral, that 1 never invited his Excellency the Vizier to lay before the Governor- 
General matter of charge against Major Baillie, with a view to accomplish his 
removal from the office of llesident at Lucknow, nor have 1 ever informed his 
Excellency the Vizier that such a procedure would gratify the Governor- 
General. I never urged his Excellency the Vizier to draw up a paper con- 
taining matter of charge against Major Jkiiilie, nor have I ever framed a word, 
sentence, or article of such a nature. 1 have never received orders or leave 
from his Excellency the Vizier to draw np a paper of tliat description, nor have 
I ever solicited orders or leave to that ellcct. I attended his Excellency the 
Vizier to the review and to breakfast on the same day at the Residency, but 
did not attend him home from the Residency aliei breakfast. It was not 
likely I could have known in the moi iiing before the review or breakfast, that 
Mr. Ricketts, the principal Private Secretary to the Governor-General, would 
visit the Vizier on that day, or at any subsequent period ; nor did I sec, hear 
from, or send to the Vizier after breakfast on tiiat day, until late in the even- 
ing, and after Mr. Ricketts bad been with him, when I liappencd to attend to 
ask his Excellency the Vizier if he had any commands for me, and he desired 
me to go home, dress, and come and attend liim to dinner at the Residency. 
I declare, that tlie discourse held by the Vizier on that day, the 31st October, 
or at any other period, to Mr. Ricketts, as stated in the memorandum or other, 
wise, was not prompted by me : and I most solemnly declare before God, that 
the Persian paper of which 1 have been fluoured with a copy, signed by George 
Swinton, Esq., Persian Secretary to the Governor-General, was never framed, 
or drawn up, or copied by me, under my eye, or by my onler or direction ; and 
I most solemnly declare before God, that so far Irom giving that paper to the 
Vizier (and I beg leave to rep< at and declare that I did not give it), I did not 
give any paper whatever after Mr Ricketts took leave of tlie Vizier that even- 
ing, nor in the morning, nor thiriiig that day, nor did 1 cause or direct any 
paper to be given to him on that day. May I beg the favour of \onr adverting 
to and reflecting on tlie improbability that the Vizier, a man of education, of 
forty years of age, and a prince, would give an unlimited authority to me, or 
any other person, to frame a paper of such importance and magnitude, and 
contrary to his own judgment and discretion, and without grounds; the impio- 
bability that he would present a pajicr of that description, really not f'rametl or 
approved of by himself, to the Governor-General, and the improbability that I 
should be in possession of all the matter contained in that paper, and capable 
of arranging it as it is in a foreign language, in which Major Ruillie knows that 
I am not a proficient, and which in lact 1 have never studied or acquired any 
considerable smattering of. ('aptain McLeod has authorized me to say, that 
he has received satisfactory informafion respecting tliat paper, viz. that Hnkcein 
Mehdee Alee Khan, by authority of the Vizier, deliverei! it to the Vizier, and 
Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan has acknowledged this to ('aptain McLeod. 
Whilst the Vizier w.ts waiting for Mr. Wilson to coinc to attend him to the 
Residency that evening. Captain McLeod and I saw Hukeem Melidec Alee 
Khan put two papers, one after the other, into the Vizier’s hands, littering 
some words in a low tone, which w'e did not understand ; nor did wc know 
what papers these were, but the Vizier put them into his pocket 


In regard to what the disposition of the Governor-CIeneral respecting the 
linisters and other officeis under the Vizier might be expecte 


appointment of Ministers 
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to be, whenever the Vizier occasionally adverted to or dropped a word confi- 
dentially in the course of conversation on such subjects, I thought it my duty 
to state, when I could not help replying and was urged by his anxiety, that he, 
the Vizier, had every thing to hope and to expect from the justice, liberality, 
kindness, and enlightened and expanded mind of the Earl of Moira, as to his 
(the Vizier*s) independence, comfort, happiness, and wislies, as far as might be 
reasonable and practicable. That my situation in the family of the Vizier for 
many years rendered me subject to hear such topics, both from the late and 
present Vizier, I lament, and request that you will be pleased to state to his 
Lordship, that I shall ever continue to lament it, and that I solicit pardon for 
any incorrectness on my part on what has passed, and beg leave to apologize 
for inaccuracies in form, &c. in this letter. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. H. Clabke. 

9tb November 1814. 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 

Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 8th instant, transmitting, by direction of his Excellency the Governor- 
General, a memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his 
Lordship by his Excellency the Vizier, and desiring that I will state in writing, 
for his Lordship’s inlbnnation, any exjilanation which I may wish to offer, rela- 
tive to the charge w hich it involves against me of interfering in the public affairs 
of the Government of Oude. 

2. It is with feelings of extreme mortification and unfeigned regret, that after 
a residence at Lucknow for upwards of five years, during the whole of which 
period I enjoyed with nnimpeached integrity a confidential situation in the 
liouschold of his 'mess the late Vizier, 1 find myself most unexpectedly 
called upon, within a few month.sofhis death, to answer charges preferred by 
his son, of a nature so serious as those conveyed in his communication to the 
Governor-General, and which, as far as regards me personally, may be reduced, 
I believe, to the following heads : 

First. — Having, in concert with Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. 
DeL’Etang, invited and encouraged his Excellency to lay before the Gover- 
nor-General matter of charge against Major llaillte, with a view to accomplish 
his removal from the office of Resident at Lucknow, and informing his Ex- 
cellency that by such a procedure Ire would gratify the Governor-General, 
who was displeased with Major Baillie. 

Secondly. — Pressing this subject upon his Excellency at various times. 

Thirdly.— Suggesting the taking measures for eflectirrg the removal of 
Major Baillie, being hostile to that officer, fr om a belief that the Vizier was 
influenced by him to prefer Mr. Wilson to myself as his medical attendant. 

3. Disclaiming, as I do in the most solemn manner, any and every communi- 
cation of the nature alluded to with his Excellcrrey the Vrzrer, 1 am really at a 
loss for language which, while it preserves the respect due to his Excellency’s 
rank, shall convey in a sufficiently peremptory manner, that most unconditional 
denial of the whole of the charges in question, which I feel it due to my character 
to record iu refutation of them. 

4. When I advert to that degree of intimacy between his Excellency the 
Vizier and myself, which was induced by my constant attendance on the person 
of his father and himself, to the very high opinion of me which his father, in his 
presence, was pleased so repeatedly to express, and to the many assurances of 
affectionate regard which I have received from himself, both before and after his 
accession to the musnud, I am unable to conjecture from whence the idea of 
preferring these charges against me has originated in the mind of his Excellency. 

5. Had these charges been confined to an interference in the public affairs of 
the Government of Oude, 1 should have contented myself with this most 
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unequivocal denial of them, and with challenging the production of the slightest 
shadow of a proof in confirmation of his Excellency’s assertions. As, however, 
he has thought proper not only to tax me with a conduct which I most solemnly 
disavow, but to assign as a motive for that conduet an hostility to Major Baillie, 
from a belief that the Vizier was influenced by him to prefer Mr. Wilson to 
myself as his medical attendant, I think it my duty to submit, for the information 
of his Excellency the Governor-General, the following statement of tlie only 
communications I have had with the Vizier since his accession to the musnud, 
regarding my own appointment. 

6 . In the month of July, soon after the Vizier was placed on the musnud, I 
received not only the usual complimentary presents, but several polite messages 
to enquire after the state of my health, which was at that time much affected by 
a severe attack of the gout. A few days subsequent to his accession, I was 
further honoured by a visit from himself in person, accompanied by the Resident, 
and lie was shortly afterwards pleased to repeat his visit attended by Captain 
McCleod. On those occasions, his Excellency was kind enough to evince the 
most tender concern at my illness, and to express an earnest hope that I should 
soon be sufficiently recovered to resume my attendance on his person ; requesting, 
at the same time, that I viouUl on no account endanger a relapse by venturing 
out too soon, as he found himself in the enjoyment of most perfect health. 

7. On the 6lh of August, being sufficiently recovered to go out, though 
extremely weak, 1 paid my resjiects to the Vizier at the usual hour of breakfast, 
and continued in attendance from that day until the 10th, being on every occasion 
received with the most marked and friendly attention. While at breakfast on 
that day, His Excellency evinced symptoms of indisposition and immediately 
retired to his apartments, to wliich 1 foilowed him, as I had been accustomed to 
do bis father in his life-time. On my arrival at the door, I was informed by the 
sentry that I could not be admitted. Conceiving this, however, to be a mistake, 
I proceeded to another entrance, when to my great surprize 1 found his Excel- 
lency and Mr. Wilson in consultation together. I immediately apologized for 
my intrusion and retired. On the succeeding morning similar circumstances 
occurred with regard to the Vizier’s illness, and I was [)roceeding to his apart- 
ments, when I was met by the Resident, who int’orined me that the Vizier was 
unwell, that he had a message to deliver to me from his Excellency, the purport 
of which was to the following eflect : that the Vizier was distressed beyond 
measure at my having found himself and Mr. Wilson in consultation together on 
the preceding morning, and was anxious to prevent a similar occurrence ; that he 
was desired by the Vizier to state to me that he entertained the highest respect 
and esteem for my character; that he considered me as his friend; that as Mr. 
Wilson had attended on his person for the last ten ycais, he had the greatest 
confidence in liis abilities as a professional man, ami was desirous of retaining 
him as his physician. At the same time he trusted that I would not be offended 
at this communication, as he was anxious to continue me in his service; that 
the arrangement proposed was, that Mr. Wilson should be the Vizier’s personal 
surgeon, and myself surgeon to his household. Major Baillic remarked, that I 
must be well aware that the Vjzier had a right to appoint any medical gentleman 
lie thought proper; to which I answered, “most assuredly, but not at the 
expense of my feelings.” After some triding conversation I toi.k my leave. 
On iny return home I addressed a note to Major Baillie, a copy of which; toge- 
ther with bis reply, accompanies this letter. 

8. The agitation pioduccd upon my mind by these communications brought 
on so severe an attack of the gout, that I was again confined to iny room ; and 
whilst labouring under this relapse, being anxious to ascertain how far the 
Vizier’s sentiments corresponded with his former professions of regard and 
attachment, I addressed a letter to him in Persian, intimating tlie nature of 
Major Baillic’s communications, and requesting to know if 1 was to consider it 
as declaratory of his Excellency’s intentions. Tlie Vizier’s reply was in substance 
similar to Major Baillie’s verbal intimation. It was then niy intention to have 
resigned my appointment; but, prior to my adoption of this line of conduct, 1 
thought it advisable to sec his Excellency, and accordinp;ly waited on him as 
soon as the state of my health permitted. On my entering his apartmei^ the 



OUDE PAPERS 


895 


Vizier appeared in great agitation, and ere I had time to acquaint him of the 
object of niy visit embraced me most cordially, and witli tears in his eyes declared 
that in his late conduct towards me he was not a free agent, but had acted in 
conformity to the orders of the Resident, with whom the whole had originated; 
that it was in obedience to Major Baillie’s directions that he had consulted 
Mr. Wilson, and that his regard lor me was unalterable. Ilis Excellency con- 
cluded this conversation by a request that I would rest satisfied for the present 
with these assurances, and on no account think of leaving his service. 

9 Shoitly subsequent to this I received messages to a similar eflect from 
Captain McClcod ; and these at later periods have been repeated through the 
same channel, as well as through Mr. Claike; in every instance, I have under- 
stood from both these gentlemen, at the earnest and express desire of his 
Excellency. 

10. On the occasion of the birth of my child in August, his Excellency took 
tnis further opportunity of evincing hi^ attention and regard by a prCsSent of 
ornaments aud dres.ses for the infant. 

11. I continued in regular attendance on his Excellency’s person; and while 
encamped at Cawnporc he one evening invited me to accompany him on an 
excursion down the river. On our meeting lie took one of my hands in both of 
his, and without any prefatory discourse informed me that Mr. Wilson had 
.sent him various medicines at different times, none of which he had however 
taken. Tn the cour&e of the evening he again expressed a lively interest in my 
welfare, and on our return to the shore requested my comjiany to dinner. 

12. The ensuing morning, during our tide, his Excellency observed, with his 
accustomed familial ity, that he did not approve of the howdah in which I was 
seated, and ordered liis attenduiits immediately on their return to furnish me 
with a better, which I accordingly received. The Vizier on this day also applied 
tome for medicines, a requisition which was of course complied with. 

13. From that period until the 2d November I cxjierieneed from his Excel- 
lency every mark of friendly and polite attention : but on the latter date I 
received a sum of money from bis treasury, accompanied with a receipt specify- 
ing the same to be the amount of the salary due to me up to that day. This I 
considered us equivalent to a dismissal from his Excellency’s service, and since 
that period all personal intercourse between the Vizier aud my»elf lias necessa- 
rily ceased. 

14. Having thus, to the best of my recollection, furnished a succinct account 
of all my coimminicatioiis with his Excellency since his accession to the musnud, 
it only remains for me to state, that prior to that event, and during the whole 
period of iny employment in the service of his father, I was on terms of the 
most confidential intercourse with tlie present Vizier; that I attended him 
throughout many dangerous illnesses both by tlay and night, administered medi- 
cines to him repeatedly with my own hands, andieccived innumerable assurances 
of the utmost gratitiule for my attention. 

15. From whence the sudden alteration in his Excellency’s opinion, as indi- 
cated by his conduct of the 2d of November, arose, it is not my province to 
determine; nor shall I attempt to draw the slightest inference from the foregoing 
statement, either with a view to reconcile his Excellency’s late tieatmentof me 
with bis former profession, or to inculpate any of the parties whose names have 
been incidentally mentioned. 

16. I am conscious of having fulfilled, to the utmost of my ability, the duties 
of the situation to which I was appointed by' the Government five years ago, and 
I throw myself upon the candour and justice of the Governor-Gcneial to deter- 
mine how far the circumstances I have here faithfully detailed for his Lordship's 
information tend to acquit or to convict me of the charges involved by the Vizier’s 
communication. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Law', 

10th November 1814. Surgeon. 
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To J. OailUe^ £sq., Resident at Lucknow. 

My dear Baillie : 

If the conversation that passed between us this morning conveyed the senti. 
ments of the Nawaub, it is evident he no longer wishes for my services ; for it is 
not very likely that Government will allow his Excellency two full surgeons from 
the establishment, one as his personal surgeon, the other to attend his household. 
1 tlierefore feel that what passed between us was a delicate hint for me to retire, 
which I am afraid I must do, being the only line of conduct which 1 can adopt 
to preserve my reputation in the service, as well as to save me many mortiiica* 
tions hereafter. 

Your’s sincerely, 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Law. 

11th August 1814. 

To Mr. Surgeon Law. 

My dear Law : 

The explanation which I conveyed to you this morning was communicated 
with a view to your satisfaction, by the express desire of his Excellency the 
Vizier, who entertains the most friendly regard for you, and wishes to retain you 
in bis service on the same footing exactly as you were in his father’s, with the 
single exception which I stated. Your conjecture regarding the views of Govern- 
ment is in my opinion premature. No additional drain from the Company’s 
medical establishment is iutcncled by the arrangement proposed, and my friend- 
ship for you would induce me to regret very much your persisting in the view 
which you have taken of the nature and object of the communication which I 
made to you this morning by his Excellency the Vizier’s desire. 

I am, &c. 

Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie. 

1 1th August 1814 . • 

To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 

Sir : 

In answer to the letter with which you have this day honoured me, and de- 
sired 1 would answer to a copy of the substances of communications made to 
his Lordship by his Excellency the Vizier: 

I do declare, on my word of honour and that of a gentleman, that I have 
never interfered in any of the affairs of the Government of Oude : that I have no 
subjects of charge or complaint against Major Baillie ; on the contrary, remem- 
ber with gratitude the interest he has evinced towards me on a former occasion, 
and the kind reception I have experienced from him on my return to Lucknow 
the 30th September last : that I have not been a party at the consultations of 
Messrs. Law, Clarke, and Captain McLeod, otherwise than on matters most 
insignilicant, neither having respect to politics, to Major Baillie, or disrespectful 
to his Excellency the Vizier. 

I confess that I have expressed to my friends the disquietude and grief I 
experienced that his Excellency, since my arrival, had not entrusted me in the 
exercise of the situation he has honoured me with (superintendent and veterinary 
surgeon of his stud) ; though in a report I had the honour to submit to his 
consideration I had stated the advantage he might expect and derive were his 
stud judiciously managed : and 1 hope that neither what I have expressed to my 
friends, nor my report to his Excellency, will have proved disrespectful. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) A. De L’Etaxc. 

8th November 1814. 


Lucknow Residency, 9th November 1814. 

I have perused all the papers delivered to me by Mr. Adam with as much 
attention as the time would admit. 

The only documents (Nos. 3 and 4) on which it could have been necessary 
for me to comment, having been voluntarily withdrawn by his Excellency the 
Vizier, and the contents of them most solemnly disavowed within a few hours 
after tlieir transmission to the Governor-General, the necessity of a refutation 
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has been superseded: yet I owe it to myself, and to justice and truth, to B^gafPnfitical 

declare, and to express my readiness to confirm the declaration on oath, that 

they form a tissue of the most glaring falsehoods and absurdities, and that I do 

not, in my conscience, suspect the Vizier of having ever for a moment entertained- Letter 

the sentiments, far less of having fabricated the assertions that are conveyed Item HeBidcm e* 

by them. His own retractation of those assertions, in the form of a letter to my Lucknow. 

address, dated the 1st instant, is translated and submitted with these remarks. 

l»r8. On Ae day of my^ When the late Vizier’s body was removed to the river for 
dccesM *“**®‘’ I the purpose of ablution, I proposed to his Excellency and 

r,3dthtfuSLTc:J to all the natives around him our going in a body to 

funeral. Ilis Excellency and his courtiers observed that it 
was unnecessary and improper for him to go, and that my quitting him for a 
moment at that time was improper and dangerous. I then proposed to Colonel 
D’Auvergne, to whom I refer, that he and the other officers should attend. 

Colonel D’Auvergne declined, on account of the extreme heat of the weather ; 
but many of his officers, I believe, and certainly my brother and assistant, with 
Lieutenant Fortune, attended by my particular desire. 

le time of my late father 1 On this question it must be sufficient to refer to the 
jdent asked for a *““oud, positive orders of Government in favour of 

^ Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, who has now no more than 
what Lonl Minto recommended to be given to him as his just right, and on whom 
the present Vizier was prevented, by my remonstrance, from conferring a large 
additional allowance in money. 

Residoit several times ap.*) I never conveyed a wish or request of a personal nature 
my late father, &C. &c. Jjq jjjg Vizier in my life. His Excellency often, 

suggested an improvement of the guard-room and other buildings about 
the Residency, which I disapproved, and the late alterations and improve- 
ments were the ^ontaneous desire of the present Vizier, conveyed in my 
presence to his Excellency’s Darogha of buildings. The present road is 
well known to be much shorter and more convenient than the former for 
all the people of the town, and particularly for his Excellency’s courtiers. The 
conduct of my servants, or of people belonging to me, as referred to at the 
close of this article, is totally unknown to me, and I have reason to consider 
the charge as utterly groundless. 

■my (kthei's deatli dieB«-'i I certainly did station guards for the security of his 
itationed guards, &c.drc. /Excellency’s person and the public property of tlie State, 
immediately on the death of his father. (See my first despatch to the 
Governor-General.) I have repeatedly since asked leave to withdraw the 
whole of the guard, and his Excellency has constantly begged that they should 
continue. 

■rmy fethCT'a drath the Re-i I went to the outcr gates of the houses of most of the late 

present Vizier’s express desire, and 
attended by several of his eunuchs, to condole with the 
ladies of the muhl, and assure them of his Excellency’s protection : to this 
lady’s gate among the rest. But what remains of this article is a gross false- 
hood. The allowance granted to this lady was assigned by lus Excellency, 
the present Vizier, in lieu of other advantages possessed in her husband’s 
lifetime ; and it was announced by his Excellency to me, in common with 
many other domestic Srrangements, regarding which he was then in the 
habit of earnestly soliciting my advice. 

allowance was granted most willingly and cbeer- 
' Shums-oon->£yjjy^ jg mjdei the rate assigned by her Highness 

' '’'the Begum’s will or testamentary letter addressed to the 
Governor-General. 

bringing with him 1 Since the day of his Excellency’s accession, and then only 
■'owing to the confusion unavoidable on such an occasion, 
no one has ever presumed to sit down in his Excellency’s presence while 
^ was there, except those entitled to this distinction during his father’s 
lifetime. 
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’*’[** 5?'^®"*’ iMtivwofi Vide Instructions of Government, positive and repeated. 

f His Excellency expressed a desire to do much more for this 
^ person than 1 could authorize. He has probably repented 
of his justice to Casim Alee Khan, as well as of his liberality to tlie sons of 
MirzaJafor. The former was suggested certainly by me, and most readily 
agreed to : the latter was in opposition to my repeated and earnest advice, as shall 
be stated more fully in its proper place. 

Whosoever of my servants, &c.&cJtc. This seems unworthy of notice. His Excellency’s servants 

and dependants come to me only when he sends them. 

The superintendence of the la* > A voluntary Concession of his Excellency to his grand- 
dies of the muhls, &c. &c. &c -» mother, tlie Bhow Beginn, who addressed a letter to him on 
the subject. Her Highness, however, had the superintendence of those muhls 
originally, and was deprivetl of it unjustly by the late Vizier. 

The Resident placed over me the 1 His Excellency, on the morning of his accession, insisted, 
•ons of MirzaJafer, &c.&c. &c. J before many witnesses, on my giving up to him my Dewan, 
Mirza Hajec, whom it appears that he had promised while heir apparent 
to advance to the highest possible rank and honours in the event of his, 
ascending the musnud. 1 yielded to the Nawaub’s most earnest entreaty/ 
expressing my fear, at the same time, that his Excellency’s kindness would 
spoil a young man to whom I was partial, and who had served me faithfully 
and zealously for a period of eleven years. The employment of the younger 
brothers was totally unknown to me till his Excellency announced it; and the 
salaries given to them, as well as to their elder brother, if indeed they enjoy what 
is stated, are so unreasonable, that I could never have authorized them if the 
question had been referred to my advice. His Excellency once, I recollect, 
proposed to assign an allowance of 1,000 rupees per mensem to each of those 
young men, and I remonstrated against this allowance, declaring that half the 
sum was in my mind more than sufficient ; and that although I could never 
presume to control his Excellency’s liberality to his servants, yet as those 
young men were supposed to be connected with me, I thought it my duty to 
slate my sentiments regarding them without reserve. On another occasion I 
recollect a proposal, on the part of the Vizier, to appoint Mirza Mohsen, 
the fourth son of Mirza Jafer, to the office of Darogha of the adawlut, and I 
objected to the measure in such terms as must have convinced his Excellency 
of my disinclination to encourage any liberality on his part, to persons con- 
nected, or supposed to be connected with myself. For the truth of this state- 
ment, and indeed of all the foregoing remarks, 1 should have no hesitation in 
referring to his Excellency’s candour and veracity, if questioned in my pre- 
sence, and free from the influence of those evil counsellors who induced him 
to prefer such charges. 


The style in which the retinue I I do not understand the commencement of this article • 
of the Resident, &c. &c. &c. -» but with regard to the affray on the road, occasioned by a 

gross insult and violence on the part of his Excellency’s troopers, one of whom 
attempted to destroy Lieutenant Fortune, the commander of my escort, I 
could wish, if it be thought necessary, to refer to that gentleman’s testimony 
on oath. The Vizier, on hearing the circumstances, came suddenly to my 
tent to apologize for tlie conduct of his servants) offering to dismiss the whole 
corps from his service if 1 required it. 

From the day of my ascending i My proceedings with regard to the reform are reported 
the musnud, &c. &c. &r. -’in detail by my despatches to the Government. Mj^ daily 

attendance on the Vizier, while it lasted, was occasioned solely by his own 
earnest and repeated desire. His acquiescence in all my suggestions was 
voluntary, prompt, and apparently cordial. My recommendation of a very 
few Ameens to him was odcred with extraordinary reluctance, itt_ compliance 
with his earnest request ; and of all the officers employed since his aceesMon, 
no more than three or four are even personally known to me. The note which 
his Excellency addressed to me regarding Ameens, after he had been induced 
by bis evil counsellors to oppose the progress of reform, and my answer to that 
note, shall be translated and submitted to tbe Government. 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 
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No* 4. Detail of recent Occurrences and necessary Requests* 

fjcle ist. The Mlaubbareei A voluntary concession, as a mark of respect for his 
,tl,er places at Fyzabad. J grandmother, in compliance with my su gg estion certainly, 
but that compliance most ready and cheerful. See the letters which passed on 
the subject between her Highness the Begum and his Excellency. 

i. Augmentation to Casim 'i Answered already. It is not an augmentation, but the 
Khan. ■'restoration of part of an allowance guaranteed by our 

Government, which had long been unjustly withholden. 

1 . Giving the place called •) A house and garden in ruins, believed to form a part of 
mut- •'the Bhow Begum’s jagier, which she gave to her nephew, 

Casim Alee Khan, two years ago. 

th. The release of the son of) This person is not released, but certainly ought to be so 
licshcr Naut. J without any delay. See repeated instructions from Govern- 

ment, and Colonel Scott’s letter to Mr. Edmonstone dated 8th May 1803. 

th. Wounding the trooper. Answered already. 

th. ‘•'{ojjping the nobut. This circumstance was explained in person to the 

Governor-General and to Mr. Adam. The drum had never been placed over 
the gateway, far less beaten there, during the life-time of the late Vizier ; and 
I certainly did not expect, though I should never have objected to, the present 
Vizier’s beating it, while I was Resident at his court and resided in my present 
habitation. 


rtii. Stopping up the high road 1 Already explained to be the voluntary act of the 
Jbuidingagate, &f. &C. &c. f Vizier, and intended, as I believe, to improve the appear- 
ance of and entrance into his palace. 


jth. Intruding upon me, and •» Inaccurate, as already stated, and as his Excellency 
"to *** ®““®Jmust acknowledge if he be asked the question in my 

presence. 

Dill. Allowance to the depen-'t 

nu of the Begum, Shums-oon- > Fully explained in my remarks on No. 3. 

loti). Sending Ameens from\ ^ "ot believe that a single relation of Mirza Jafer, 
iwiig the relations of MirzaJiifcr.j except his SOUS, cau be found in the service of the Vizier, 

'' employed since the death of his father. My observation 
on the article in No. 3, having reference to the progress of reform, applies to 
this article equally. 


lull liemoTol of tlie guards) Would have taken place long ago, if his Excellency 
request). -I would have permitted the removal, which 1 repeatedly 

suggested. 


I2tli, istij, Uth, and thecon--) Do not appear to require any observation on my part* 
>g paragraphs of this paper. JAnd having thus refuted, by a candid explanation of the 
circumstances, which 1 am ready to attest upon oath, every article of the 
Vizier’s retracted accusations, I have only to express my regret that his Excel- 
lency should have ever been induced to give even a momentary sanction to 
charges which he knew to be so false and absurd. 


The fabrication of those charges I am inclined to ascribe to Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, supported and assisted, no doubt, by those English gentlemen in 
the Vizier’s service, whom his Excellency has ultimately accused as the insti- 
gators and inventors of the charges, and whose participation, in any degree, 
in this intrigue, is a matter of much greater and more lasting concern to me, 
than any extent of injury which I could have sustained from the result of it, 
even if the Vizier's sudden and most natural remorse had not induced him 
to recall and disavow the whole matter of his accusation. 


(Signed) J. BaH-Ue, 

Resident. 

From 


Bengal' Pclitici 
Consultations 
7 iMar. 1815, 

Detail 

of Occurrences c 
Requests. 
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Captain McLeod'* 
Statement. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the Ist November 1814.) 

Mr. Clarke and Captain McLeod have been for some time past in the 
habit of saying to me, that a paper of faults to be imputed to you should be 
prepared and given in to the Governor-General : but I never would consent to 
this suggestion. At length, yesterday, after the departure of Mr. Ricketts, 
they brought me a paper, and stated to me deceitfully that the Governor- 
General was displeased with you, and desirous of receiving from me a commu- 
nication which might attach blame to you ; consequently, that the giving in 
of such a paper would be pleasing and satisfactory to his Lordship. 

I being quite unaware of the deceitful and insidious views of those gentle- 
men, gave the paper in question to Lord Moira. Yet God is my witness, that 
my heart has never felt, and does not now entertain the least dissatisfaction with 
you, and that the friendship and unity subsisting between us have not suffered 
the smallest diminution or change. 

Be not, therefore, grieved or displeased with my conduct ; because I have 
not been the origin of this matter myself, but on the contrary, it has proceeded 
alone from the deceit and incantations of those gentlemen. Mr. Clarke has 
another paper of the same description with those, and I know not whether he 
has given this also to Lord Moira or not. 

As these gentlemen have entered into such designs as those described, I 
have dismissed them both from my service, and with them Dr. Law and Mr. 
De L’Etang, who were also their associates in this affair ; because the con- 
tinuance in my service of such persons as interrupt the friendship between you 
and me is improper on every account. 

What more can be written ? 

A true translation : 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


Captain McLeod's Statement. 

His Excellency the Governor-General having directed me to detail in 
writing all particulars relating to certain communications which have been made 
by me from time to time, regarding the dissatisfaction of his Highness the late 
Nawaub Vizier, and that of his Highness the present Nawaub Vizier, with 
Major Baillie resident at Lucknow, from the commencement to the present 
time, I hereby state as follows, and declare my readiness to confirm the same 
on oath, if required so to do. 


I never had any personal communication with the late Nawaub, Saadut Alee 
Khan, on any matters toucliing his situation with the Resident, or connected witli 
the affairs of his Government, until the day on which I proposed taking leave 
of him preparatory to embarking for Calcutta early in the month of October 1 813. 
On that occasion he took me aside with tears in his eyes, and apparently in 
the deepest distress, he said, ” Captain McLeod, although I never opened my 
“ mind to you, you must be aware, from report, how degraded my situation 
“ is, and always has been, from the interference of Major Baillie in every 
« branch and department of my Government. I believe you to be my well- ♦ 
“ wisher, and entreat of you to represent to Lord Moira that I am, under present 
“ circumstances, the most wretched being on the face of the earth, and that 
“ 1 wish death would put an end to my miseries. You may state to his 
“ Lordship from me, that I conceive Major Baillie is acting contrary to the 
" instructions of his Government, in thus trampling on my authority; that 
“ he is in the habit of supporting and holding out every encouragement to all 
“ persons who come under my displeasure from disobedience, arrears of 
“ revenue, and various other causes ; that I have no regular channel ot 
“ communicating my grievances to his Lordship but through this gentleman, 
whose interest it would be to withhold the Communication; and that not 
“ being fully aware of the views of the British Government, I atn^ afraio^o 
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•* forcibly opposihg^ the Resident’s measures, lest I mi^it thereby give offence Behgsl Political 
“ totbatGo#et*nnient to whio4i I owe every chtAg; nnd whose wims it is my 
•‘.tfOterest and inclination ever to conform to* Yon may also atft^ to,' his ‘ 

** t lM>rda)iip» that 1 do not think so ill of Mtyor fiailiie on this sulj^eGt as of his Ca(itain McLcoil’t 
f* piancipal adviser, Mirza Jafer, and oUier natives about hint, jto whom! SattwnsMt 
*• attribute all the harshness 1 constantly experience. 1 entreat qfy^U most 
earnestly to do what you can for me in this business, and I hope fqr.innch 
« front your interposition in my favour.’* His Highness said a gregt. deal 
giore, which I cannot immediately recollect Finding it impossible to resist 
this appeal to my feelings, I replied as follows : “ That his Highness did ipq 

“ but justice in believing that I wished him well, and that it would be gratify-* 
ing to me to be of service to him. That I could not promise to state hia 
sentiments to Lord Moira, as it would be presumption in me to address the 
Governor-General, in the first instance, on such a subieCt, even if I had tb« 

♦* honour of being personally known to his Lordship, wnich was not the caset 
but that if his Lordship gave me an opportunity, I should endeavour, with 
caution, to bring the matter under his observation. On my return from 
*' Calcutta I stated to his late Highness that I had ascertained, through satisi 
** factory sources, what his Lordship’s sentiments in regard to the princes of 
*,* the country were ; and from those I ventured to assure him with confidence, 

“ that they held out every prospect of his wishes being accomplished, on his 
“ stating them to his Lordship without reserve. That I understood it was 
his Lordship’s intention to proceed from Calcutta to Lucknow on the 
commencement of the rainy season, and that his Lordship’s presence 
here would afford him a good o[)portunity.'’ His Highness told me, 1 
believe that same day, that my information was strongly supported an<l con- 
firmed by some very friendly communications received from his Ix>rdship 
through the Resident, and further by his Lordship’s abolition of a most 
obnoxious measure which had been sanctioned by the late Government and 
partly acted upon. The measure alluded to I understood to be the appoint- 
ment of commissioners (Ameens) to establish the rates for the collection of 
revenue in the several districts. After this I had little or no communication 
with the late Vizier on public matters of any description, further tiian related 
to his Lordship’s approach and his anxiety for his arrival. 

Soon after the death of the late Nawaub, his present Highness having 
always evinced a considerable degree of regard and consideration by his manner 
towards me, told me that he knew I w'as his father’s well-wisher, and that I had 
interested myself in his case ; that he hoped I would observe the same friend- 
ship towards him, in which case he would look forward to relief from his 
degraded situation. 

His Highness then, from time to time, as opportunities offered, either in the 
carriage, of an evening, or in a private room, detailed to me liis grievances ; the 
general purport of which were, that Major Baillie had availed himself of 
peculiar circumstances to a.ssume the sole autliority in his country by inter- 
&ring in all matters, and although business was conducted in the name of 
the Vizier, yet his power was merely nominal : that he bad gained over to his 
views, by promises or otherwise, almost all the public servants of the State as 
well as the higher classes of liis private servants : that he (the Vizier) thus 
TeU- he had scarcely a native officer on whose fidelity he could rely : that he 
, 3(raa,daily insulted by acts of disrespect and disobedience by his own servants, 
under the influence of Major Baillie, and that lie could not punish or remove 
them because they were supported by him. 

That from the moment of his Highness’s accession to the musnud, Major 
%illie had placed the sons of Mirza Jafer about his person as spies and a 
•qlieck ou his conduct : that those people were detestable to him, as was their 
Fatber« whom he said the Resident wished to appoint Minister. That Major 
Baillte expressed his desire that he should take his medicine, when he required 
>Qy» ,froai Doctor Wilson, and said that if he took any from Doctor Law, he 
.(Doctor Law) would kill him, from bis ignorance of the duties of bis profession : 

4init,to aU this he felt himself compelled reluctantly to agree for the present 
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HU Highness repeatedly told w, fhati Mr. Wilson 'tt^ded linD'OlHitiraM to 
wishes; that he diafliked Mr. Wilson { Ithat be ^alwiqw beui p«o«iM>to 
Mr. Law, was ^et attached to biro, and wUbed hiro, to the eaclusieu 
Capt Ma Mo Lee<r« others, to be his personal physician. coropaeficm being ejKcited .by the 
**•*•■■•**• wretched state of mind in which I saw him, I was induced to listen to 

complaints, tending to accuse the Resident of an intolerable assumptim of 
his authority, in the shape of interference, not only in the higher offices of the 
.State, but descending to the more triding and interior arrangements of his 
iidusehold, and at length complied with his earnest and repeated solicitatiom, 
that I would, if opportunity offered, communicate to Lord Moira the abject 
state to which he was reduced, by the unbounded and uncontrolled indnence 
of Major Baiilie. On one of these private conversations with tlie Kawaub, 
I asked him if he had ever consulted Mr. Clarke on all tliese points. He said 
that he bad not, but that he thought Mr. Clarke a steady, intelligent, and dis. 
creet roan, and that he should like to communicate with him. 1 strongly urged 
him to do so, as I thought that Mr. Clarke, from his tong resilience here, his 
knowledge of the language and general intercourse with the natives, could be 
of much more service to him than 1 could ; that 1 knew him to have been a 
well-wisher to his father and much in his contidence. He said that he should 
be most happy to have Mr. Clarke’s opinions, and begged I would tell him to 
give him (the Vizier) an opportunity of speaking to him the first time he came. 
Much cause have I now, and most sincerely do 1 regret, that 1 should have thus 
involved my friend in a cause which, from the strange inconsistencies in the 
Nawaub’s communications, has proved so embarrassing to all parties. I now', 
however, most solemnly declare, that all we admitted the propriety of hl.s 
Higiiness’s doing, was, to state to Lord Moira w'hat he (the Vizier) had so 
repeatedly urged to us, provided he was decidedly of tliat opinion, that such 
was the influence which Major Baiilie and his native ad\ isers hud obtained 
throughout the country, and such was the use they made of it, that he Was 
thoroughly convinced his authority and independence never could be esta- 
blished whilst they continued in office, and that those persons above alluded to 
had been placed by Major Baiilie about his person contrary to his wishes. We 
always most strongly advised his Highness not to bring forward any complaints 
of a more serious nature against Major Baiilie, and that if he persisted in doing 
so we should decline iiearing further on the subject. 

His Highness had repeatedly stated various articles of complaint against 
Major Baiilie to Mr. Clarke and myself, which it has never been our intention 
or wish to disclose. Previously, 1 believe, to Mr. Clarke having been spoken 
to on these matters, the Nawaub told me that be was then causing a book to be 
written, containing what he termed (muckoozat) wishes in regard to the con- 
duct and management of his country, which he was desirous of presenting to 
Lord Moira on his arrival, and said that he wished to obtain my opinion on it. 
He accordingly, one morning, produced a roll of paper in presence of Aglia 
Meer and myself only, containing seven or eight articles numbered ; and added, 
that this was not the whole, but that I should have the continuation hereafter. 
He put this paper into the hands of Agha Meer to read to me, but he read it 
in so loud a tone of voice that 1 immediately stopt him, and said that if he would 
allow me to take it home I would read it carefully and give him my opinion. 
The paper was accordingly given to me. 

A few days after Agha Meer called at my house, and delivered to me a few 
more of the articles for the said book for my perusal. Before I thought of 
returning these papers, I think it was, that Mr. Clarke was spoken to, atul 
consulted by the Vizier on his situation ; and I was accordingly de-sired by bis 
Highness to give them to Mr. Clarke, in order that he might have his opinion 
on them also ; 1 did so. 1 cannot now recollect whether it was Mr. Clarke or 
myself that returned them to the Vizier, but I think Mr. Clarke told me (hat 
Agha Mee^ had come to him for them by the Visiter’s desire. Th^ articles 
were afterwards drawn up on large English paper. He deliv^ed it into my 
hands and requested that after perusal 1 would band it to Mr. Clarke. We 
both gave our opiuion to his HighneM pn the paper as a ikwaa vague documenl* 
whieh it would be difficult for bis lordship to oomiaebefid thfi 0^0^ J»ut 
at he seemed desirous of adhering to it, we admitted that if it did no good it 

would 
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'liM )Mnn. Hetben requaitied Mr« Clarice to moke? a oepy of this B w fj iNiW w ii 
(tocuMent Oft BngKsh ietter'phper, saying that as he was surrounded by MuJor 
BHiHie*s people, and was so constantly watched by them, he had scarcely 
any wan of his own on whom be could place coniidenoe sufficient, and his Captain McLMd's 
time being otherwise much occupied be cpuld not conveniently get it copied statament. 
himself. 

Mr. Clarke accordingly had this paper copied, as he told me, in bis presence, by 
hU own Mootuouddie, and delivered it to his Highness on the day of our arrival 
on the banks of the Ganges; and we have understood ti*om his Highness that 
this same paper was delivered by him to Ins Lordship on the morning his Lord- 
ship returned his visit in camp. Besides the above papers, his Highness pot 
two others into my hands, which I also, by his desire, delivered to Mr. Clarke, 
containing such matter as it was contrary to our wishes should be brought 
forward, and we accordingly prevented his doing so ; at least we know not 
whether any such paper has been presented. 

After hia Lordship and suite had departed from camp on the occasion of the 
return visit above alluded to, his Higliness detained Mr. Clarke and inyselb 
We retired to anotiicr tent with his Highness ; Agha Meer, tlie only person 
present liesidea. He (the Vizier) appeared greatly dejected and vexed, accused 
me of not having paved the way for his intended communication to Lord Moira, 
and stated that, to his great surprise and mortiheation, Lord Moira had recom- 
meiuled Major Baillie to him in the most particular manner, expressed his 
satisfaction at finding be was so much pleased with Major Baillie, and that he 
made himself so useful to his Highness. To this lie said he made no reply, but 
winked to Mr. Ricketts, who seeming to understand his meaning, returned the 
nod. I told Ids Higliness that it was not surprising he should find Lord Moira 
unacquainted with the real state of the case in the first instance ; but that if 
lie wished to persevere in making his wishes known to his Lordship, I was 
confident they would be attended to, from what 1 liad heard of his Lordship’s 
character and general principles of policy and justice. He accordingly told us 
that he would make known his wishes to his Lordship verbally, and would 
request a conference for that purpose, on the day in which he was invited to 
dine with his Lordship. I'lie gentlemen of bis Highness’s family (Mr. Clarke 
and myself included) attended the Vizier that evening at an early hour, to accom- 
pany him to his Lordship. He then assured Mr. Clarke and me that he was 
determined to make his wishes (relative to Major Baillie's removal) known to 
Lord Moira that evening verbally. Immediately after this declaration. Major 
Baillie came in. He appeared, I thought, much agitated, and after sitting for 
some time with us in public, took his Highness away into another tent; and 
some delay having occurred in the arrival of those gentlemen, who were sent by 
his Lordship to escort his Highness to tiinner, they were closeted, I imagine, 
nearly an hour. We learnt afterwards that although the conference took place 
tliat evening, his Highness did not notice this subject of his dissatisfaction to 
Loi^ Moira, and we concluded that he had been intimidated by Major Baillie. 

After this Mr. Clarke and myself were for a length of time never admitted to 
any private conversation with the Vizier; Mirea Jafet’s sons were more watch- 
ful tmn ever. Captain Gilbert and Captain McRae having come to breakfast 
with the Vizier one morning lately, Captain Gilbert requested to speak with 
his Highness privately. His Highness took him to a private room accordingly, 
and Mr. Clarke was soon afterwards summoned to attend them. Captain McRae 
and myself remained at the breakfast-table. After these gentlemen had gone, 
the Na«*aub seemed in high spirits* took Mr. Clarke and myself into the same 
iwivatc room, and talked slightly of tlie subject of liis conversation with Captain 
Gilbert. I then taxed his Highness with treating all the gentlemen of his family 
with unkindness and inattention of late, and in presence of Mr. Clarke he seized 
my hknds, and said, for God’s sake, do not think any thing of this just now: 

“ you know lam not acting from my own inclination ; and pray say U19 (gme 

from me to Mr. Law and air. De L’Etang.” 

_ Oh the day preceding the tiger fight, 1 had learned that Ins Highness had 
given erden at all the gates of his palace that none of us should be admitted 

without 
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JPUftteai withoat « special order. * I Bowevcr wint that morning to put the' mattdr to the 
%Ir*tfe 5 ’ ^ ohsCnietcd. twr «4s W L*J3ts»g<Mrho accompanied me; 

. ‘ ‘ but I learnt there, from Rood authority, that the ortler had been gi«eD, but on 

Captun McLeod’s that day coald not be aictet) on. 1 took an t^portunity of going up to tlte 
Staicttient. Vizier, and of asking him whether he had given suchorders : bia re^y waa, with 
a kind shake of the hand, “ i will tell you hereafter;” and hurried away fcomme. 

Since then a Chouirdar has been sent to me, to desire that 1 would send hack 
the elephants which liis Highness had allowed for my use. Tl)e day before 
yesterday one of MirzaJafer’s sons came to me with his Highness’s compli- 
ments, to signify that lie desired I would consider myself no longer in hjs service. 
In reply to this I desired tins person to olfer my respectful compliments to tire 
Vizier, and to say' that as I had been appointed to liis service by the Govemor- 
Geneial in Council, 1 could not receive a verbal message of tiiat nature, and 
suggested that the communication should be made in writing through the 
Kesident. Since that time 1 have heard nothing more on the subject. 1 ought 
further to add, that Mr. Clarke and myself having heard of a message sent by 
his Highness tothcGovernor-General, through Agha Meer, contradicting all that 
he had yet said, anti charging us, or some of ns, with having induced him to act 
as he had done, we went at the usual hour of breakfast, and determined, if pos. 
sible, to question him on this subject. We were in some degree opposed in our 
progress up stairs, but went on and found his Higline.ss seated near the landing- 
place. He was much agitated at seeing us, but desired us to sit down. Mr, 
Clarke then asked him if he had sent such a met>sage to Lord Moira; and he 
denied to us hotli, in the most positive terms, that he had done so. Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Swinton then arriverl. We were desired to go away, and in our 
way met Major Baiilie going there, where wc subsequently heard he had 
breakfasted. 

(Signed) D. McLeod, 

Captain, Engineers. 


Letter J. Baiilie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow, 

from Kesident nt 

Luckuow. A cursory perusal of the second statement of Captain McLeod, which Mr. 

Adam has this instant put into my hands, suggestwl to me a number of obser- 
vations which I could wish to .submit to the Government at a period of greater 
leisure. For the present, 1 shall content myself with remarking on one most 
extraordinary insinuation at the bottom of the seventh page of the statement, 
which requires an immediate explanation. It i.s, that of my having appeared 
to Captain Mclxrod, as he thought, to be agitated on the night of the Vizier’s 
first visit to the Governor-General at C’awnpore, and my having been closeted 
with his Excellency on that occasion, for the purpo.se, as Captain McLeorl ha.s 
been pleased to infer, of intimidating his Excellenrv from preferring a complaint 
to Lord Moira. To this extraordrnary insinuation I shall answer in a few 
words; and I am ready to depose upon oath, that the possibility of a complaint 
against me by the present Vizier, and of an intrigue against the Government 
and me by Captain Mcl^eod, were equally distant from my mind, and had' never 
entered into my contemplation till the evening of the Ist of Noverolrer at Luck- 
now, where I received the Vizier’s letter retracting the accusations, and efiarging 
Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke as the authors of them. My visit to his Excel- 
* lency, and my conference with him on tlje occasion to which Captain McLeod has 

alluded, were solely and exclusively to negotiate the loan of a crore of rupees for 
the Honourable Company, under tlie orders of the Governor-General, and I am 
ready to make oath, to the best of my recollection and belief, that the above was 
the only topic of our conversation. 

(Signed) J. Batlii*, 

Camp, Resident. 

11th November 1814. 


To 
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To Cap^m McLeod, of the Engineera. 

Sirs 

1. I am directed by the Governor-General to* impart to you that the Nawaub 
Vizier has noticed to his Lordship the cireonistances of his £xeeUency*s having 
dismissed you, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Law, and Mr. De L’Etang from his service. 

S. As the part which the British Government had in your several appoint- 
ments was no more than simply an acquiescence in the Nawaub Vizier’s tempo- 
rarily employing each of you, the Governor-General would, in any ordinary 
case, have only had to cause his receipt of the intimation to be communicated 
to you. His Lordship, however, cannot in justice leave the characters of indi- 
viduals under British protection liable to that sort of misconstruction, to which 
he sees your’s may be exposed from recent occurrences. 

S. Attadiing perfect faith to your respective statements, which collateral 
information forcibly confirms, his Lordship desires me to signify to you, and 
through you to the other gentlemen above mentioned, that you stand in his 
judgment wholly free from the imputation of any unworthy practices. 

4. Your own candour has made an acknowledgment which fixes upon you 
personally no inconsiderable degree of blame in another resj)ect. You confess 
that, when urged by the Nawaub Vizier’s repeated complaints, you agreed with 
his Excellency in regarding the removal of Major Baillie as the only means of 
establishing his own legitimate authority in his dominions. 

5. The assenting to any such suggestion, nay, even the mere discussing such 
a question with the Nawaub Vizier, is a culpable infraction of those orders of 
Government by which all its servants (the Kesident excepted) are strictly 
forbidden from holding political conversation with any Native Prince. 

(). Great allowance is made by his Lordship for the difficulty, when your 
duties called you into attendance on the Nawaub Vizier, of avoiding to listen, 
through pure urbanity, when complaints were lightly and incidentally tlirown 
out at first } and he further feels, that apparent sympathy imperceptibly grows 
into an implication of concurrence, calculated to betray you into an incon- 
siderate expression of corresponding sentiment. 

7- His Lordship also comprehends the possibility of your having erroneously 
satisfied yourself, that in counselling the Nawaub Vizier to lay his grievances 
before the Governor-General (a procedure perfectly regular and licit for you), 
it was equally lawful for you to strengthen the advice by your opinion of the 
case to be submitted ; although such a representation from the Nawaub Vizier 
ought to be the exposition of his own feelings alone, untinctured by your 
notions on the subject. 

8. Admitted in extenuation as these points are, his Lordship has still to hold 
your conduct, in the particular alluded to, as reprehensible ; and his Lordship 
trusts that the sense which he must believe you will yourself, on reflection, 
entertain of tliis error, will secure you against a similar deviation on any 
future occasion. 

9. At your early convenience you will proceed either to Cawnpore or to 
Agra, as may best suit yourself, there to wait the instructions of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. Adam, 

12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 
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Letter 

from Seoratarjr to 
Government. 


Sir; 


To J. H. Clarke, Esq. 


1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant. 


The judgment of the Governor-General on the proceeding, to which my 
letter of the 8th instant refers, has been signified to Captain McLeod, who has 
been directed to communicate it to you. 


S. His Excellency the Vizier having dispensed with your further services, 1 
am directed to convey to you the desire of the Governor-General that you will 
withdraw from the territory of Oude as soon as you shall have settled those 
commercial concerns which his Lordship understo^ from Major Baillie might 
take some short time to arrange. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. Adam, 

12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


1 . 


To J. Law, Esq. 

Sir: 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant. 


2. The judgment of the Governor-General on the proceeding to which my 
letter of the 8th instant refers has been signified to Captain McLeod, who has 
been directed to communicate it to you. 


3. His Excellency the Vizier having dispensed with your further services, I 
am directed to convey to you the desire of the Governor-General that you will 
withdraw from the territory of Oude at your earliest convenience, reporting 
yourself to head-quarters. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. Adam, 

12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


Sir : 


To M. A. De L’Etang. 


1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant. 


2. The judgment of the Governor-General on the proceeding, to which my 
letter of the 8th instant refers, has been signified to Captain McLeod, who 
has been directed to communicate it to you. 


3. His Excellency the Vizier having dispensed with your further services, I 
am directed to convey to you the desire of the Governor-General that you 
will withdraw from the territory of Oude at your convenience. 


Camp, Mahonah, 
12th November 1814. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 
Secretary to the Government. 


Lctier 

from Secretary to 
Government. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed copies of letters which 
have this day been addressed to Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Law, and 
Mr, A. He L’Etang. 


8. Although the Governor-General has deemed it proper to direct those 
gentlemen to depart from the territory of Oude, his Lordship would regret the 
occurrence of any circum'stance which might render the short remaining pcriwl 
of their residence ac Lucknow unpleasant to their feelings, or degr^ipg to the 
British character in their persons. It is, therefore, his Lordship’s desire, that 



OUDE PAPERS* 


007 


you will remonstrate with the Vizier against any measures of that tendency 
which his ^cellency may take, and that you will afford your protection to 
their persons and property. 

I have, &c. 

Csrop, Mahonah, (Signed) J. Adam, 

12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 9th November 1814.) 

As your Lordship manifests towards me parental kindness and regard, and as 
1 consider my happiness and welfare solely to depend on your gracious favour 
and support, I have committed several requests to writing, and now transmit 
the paper enclosed, with my seal affixed to it, in the hope that your Lordship 
will be kindly pleased to signify your compliance with those requests by setting 
your hand and seal to it, and to favour me with it before your departure from 
Lucknow. Your doing so will be a source , to me of real confidence and 
satisfaction. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Translation of a Paper enclosed in the foregoing Letter from Ms Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier, received Qth November 1814. 

Praise be to the Almighty for his exceeding favour, that by the influence of 
my propitious stars, the illustrious nobleman and exalted ruler, who established 
me on the hereditary musnud of the Vezarut, has at so early and auspicious 
a period adorned this quarter with his presence. Deeming it proper, therefore, 
that several requests should be honoured with the special signature of that 
' illustrious nobleman and rider, I now commit to paper the seven requests 
specified below. 

First. Whatever portion of territory was held by my late father until the 
hour of his decease, and by your Lordship’s placing me on the musnud has 
descended as an inheritance to me, let my power and authority be exercised 
over it as in the time of my father, and let not a purgunnah or a village 
thereof, on any occasion or by any change, be separated from my rule, but let 
it be confirmed to me and to my posterity to the latest generation. 

Second. The late Governor-General the Earl of Minto proposed, as it 
appears, a plan to my father for the administration of his country ; but my 
father, notwithstanding the urgent and repeated instances of his Lordship on 
this subject, never introduced it during his life. In consideration of the urgent 
representations of the late Governor-General, and of the promise of my 
deceased father to carry the plan into effect in his lifetime, I have introduced 
it with the concurrence of Major Baillie, and have deputed Ameens into the 
districts; my object being to make an experiment of the plan after this 
manner, that such of the Ameens as may be disqualified by inexperience, 
incapacity, or unworthiness, should be replaced by others, when tuhseeldarce 
sunnuds should be given, and with the concurrence of Major Baillie, trial of 
the system be made until the expiration of the current year. If the plan in 
question shall be productive of comfort and relief to the Ryots and of aug. 
mented revenue to the State, and shall facilitate the collection of the rents and 
promote the security and happiness of the people and the reputation of the 
Government, it will be permanently adopted and established ; otherwise, what- 
ever other plan may be calculated to secure those objects will be introduced. 

Third. Now that the introduction of the system of reform, as proposed by 
the late Governor-General, has been agreed on, I have divided the whole of 
the country into six Zillahs. It has, therefore, become necessary that in each 
Zillah a Zillahdar, the same as a collector, should be established, with such state 
Md military force as may impress all the Zemindars of the purgunnahs in his 
Ziilah with due respect and awe, and that, in the event of any refractoriness on 

their 
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Veng«i Vulitical tbeir part, he may h«ve the means, with sucli force, to punish and depress it, that 
CiiMultatioiig, |},us tile necessity may be obviated of giving constant trouble ta the Britisli 
7 M ar. 18 15. troops by requiring their presence in the several purgunnahs. If fiie Zillahdar 
Letter shall conceive himself to be unable with liis force to accomplish liis object, 
from the Vizier, lie will then of necessity require the aid of the British troops. Under this 
arrangement, therefore, let permission be granted for the entertainment in 
each Ziilah of a force suOicieiit for maintaining good order and punishing the 
refractory. 

Fourth. With respect to the administration of justice, it has been determined 
that in each division or Ziilah a person learned in the law, with the requisite 
establishment of Oinlah (oflicers), shall be attached to the Zillahdar, for the 
purpose of settling the disputes of the Ziilah, agreeably to the ordinances of the 
lioly law\ If one of the litigants shall have a doubt (regarding the justice of 
the decision), an appeal will lie to the court of adawlut at Lucknow ; and if such 
party shall still have a doubt, he may refer his case to two doctors of approved 
experience in the law, who shall be attached to the Presence, and who shall 
constitute the court of sudder appeal. 

Fifth. If any one of my relations, dependants, servants, or subjects, shall go 
to your Lordship or to Calcutta to complain, any little attention or regard to 
the subject of his complaint will be the cause of impairing my dignity and con- 
sequence, and will excite others to follow the same course, and be a source of 
trouble to your Lordship, 1 hope that, immediately on their being heard, this 
answer will be given to them, that they must go and >efer their complaints to 
their owm Sovereign. In the event of their persevering and being urgent, let 
them he turned away with a sharp reprimand, that thus my authority and dignity 
may be upheld and the door be shut against evil, for three degrees of adawlut 
have been establishe*! here ; and if, notwithstanding this, a person seeks to go 
from hence, it is a proof that his claim is an unjust one. 

Sixth. Whereas charitable gifts and endowments bring blessings and pros- 
perity upon a government, arc acceptable in the sight of CJod and exalt our 
reputation among men, it is my intention that the subject of the rent-free lands, 
which were conferred during the time of my uncle the late Nawaub Asuf-ood- 
Dowlal), and which, in consequence of some doubts, were resumed in the time 
of my father, shall be cuejuired into, and that such lands as shall appear proper 
to be icieased shall he restored. Nay, I propose to provide, on my own part, a 
suitable maintenance for the poor and destitute men of learning and piety, 
that being rendered easy in their circumstances they may occupy themselves in 
prayer for long life to me and tlie prosperity of my government. I have 
written this for your Lordship’s information. 

Seventh. My late uncle and my father went on hunting parties whenever 
they were so disposed. I propose, in this respect, to follow the custom of my 
ancestors ; and I have now apprized your Lordship of this, that it may not be 
unpleasing to your Lordship’s mind : and, agreeably to custom, let the British 
troops on such occasions be under my orders. 

A true translation : 

(Signed) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Letter fiom Tq Hjg Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 12th November 1814.) 

Govemor-Oenera]. ' 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, expressing your 
confidence in my friendship and personal regard for your Excellency, and 
enclosing a paper of propositions for my consideration and approval. (Vide letter 
received 9th Novetnner.) 

I have now the pleasure to transmit to your Excellency, agreeably to your 
desire, the enclosed paper, containing my answers to your several propositions, 

authen- 
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autlicnticated by my seal and signature, niirl I confi<Jerttly trust that these 
answers will prove entirely satisfactory to your Excellency's inhid. 

Relieving me, &c. 

A true copy : 

(Signed) G. Swinio.v, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor -General. 


The Vizier s Propositions. 

First. Whatever portion of terri- 
tory was held by my late father until 
tlie hour of his <lecea.se, ami l>y your 
I>ordship’s placing me on the nmsnud, 
lias descended as an inheritance to me : 
Let my power and authority be exer- 
cised over it, as in the time of my 
father ; and let not a purgunnah or a 
village, therefore, on any occasion or 
by any change, be sepaiated from my 
rule, but let it be confiimed to me 
and to my posterity to the latest gene- 
ration. 

Second. The late Governo.'-Ger.^- 
ral the Earl of Minto proposed, as it 
appears, a plan to my father for the 
administration of his country ; but 
my father, notwithstanding the urgent 
and repeated instances of his Lordshij) 
on this subject, never introduced it 
during his life. In consideration of the 
urgent represciitutioiis of the late Go- 
vernor-General, and of the promise of 
my deceased father to cairy the [ilun 
into effect in his lifetime, I have in- 
troduced it with the concurrence of 
Major Baillic, and have deputed Amcens 
into the tlistricts, my object being to 
make an experiment of tlie plan after 
this manner; tliat such of the Amcciis 
as may be disqualified by inexperieiicc, 
incapacity, or unwortliinc.ss, should be 
replaced by other.*, when tuhsccldancc 
suimuds should he given, and with the 
concurrence of Major Raillie, tiiul of 
tlie system be made, imlil the expira- 
tion of the current year. If the [ilau 
in question shall be productive of com- 
fort and relief to the Ryots and of aug- 
mented revenue to the State, and shall 
facilitate the collection of the rents and 
promote the security and lia])pint*ss of 
the people ami the reputulioii of the 
Government, it will be permanently 
adopted and established ; otherwise, 
whatever other plan may be calculated 
to secure those objects will be intro- 
duced. 


rhird. 


The Governor-Gciierai's Aiisxvers. 

I have no other view than the placing 
thcNawanb Vizier in that relative situ- 
ation, with rcgaid to the British Go- 
vernment, uliich clear and undeniable 
justice demands, and which, therefore, 
must he the wish of our nation. The 
effect of iny procedure would undoubt- 
edly be to give to his Excellency's Go- 
vernment character and efficiency in a 
degree which could not fail to satisfy all 
his Excellency’s wishes on that head. 


The success or failure of the plan of 
icform recommended by the British 
Government cannot be decided by tbe 
experience of a single year, the basis 
of that arrangement being a settlement 
for thice years, founded on the result 
of the investigation by Ameens. 1 
recommend to his Excellency cither to 
pursue the plan already partially in 
progress with his consent, or to fuinish 
me, with the least practicable delay, 
with one of his own, to be substituted 
for it with my concurrence. If the 
i’ormcr shall be his Excellency’s resolu- 
tion, the Resident will he prepared to 
enter on the details of the arrangement 
with his I’.xecllcncy and his .Mini.stct.s 
without delay. If die latter, 1 icqiie.st 
his Execllency to comimiuieate to me 
liis plan without loss of time, as the 
.season is passing away. My earnest 
desire is, that an urraiigemcnt so essen- 
tial to the best interests of the Nawauh 
Vizier s Government may be cariied 
into effect w'ith his Excellency’s full 
concurrence, and according to tlic pro- 
visions of the treaty, that is to say, 
through his own ofificers. The British 
Government does not desire to inter- 
fere with his Excellency’s free choice 
of his Ameens and other odicers. It 
only reserves to itself the essential pri- 
vilege of representing its objections lo 
the employment of any person whom 
it may know to be unfitted, by want of 
talents or integrity, for the duty to be 
assigned to him. My purpose is, that 
the authority of his Execllency shall 
10 Y lie 
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Third. Now that the introduction 
of the system of reform, as proposed 
by the late Governor-General, has 
been agreed on, I have divided the 
whole of the country into six Zillalis. 
It has therefore become necessary, that 
in each Zillah a Zillahdar, the same as 
a collector, should be established, with 
such state and military force as may 
impress all the Zemindars of the pur* 
gunnah in his Zillah with due respect 
and awe ; and that, in the event of 
any refractoriness on tlieir part, he 
may have the means, with such force, 
to punish and repress it, that thus the 
necessity may be obviated of giving 
constant trouble to the British troops, 
by requiring their presence in the seve- 
ral purgunnahs. If the Zillahdar shall 
conceive himself to be unable with his 
force to accomplish his object, he will 
then, of necessity, require the aid of 
the British troops. Under this arrange- 
ment, therefore, let permission be 
granted for the entertainment in each 
Zillah of a force sufficient for maintain- 
ing good order and punishing the 
refractory. 


Fourth. 


he exhibited as valid and substantial : 
therefore the mission of Aineens would 
appear the result of his Excellency’s 
own judgment, and could never excite 
any misconstruction. The Nawaub 
Vizier has given me to understand in 
general terms, that his plan is to place 
his dominions under ainaaee tuhseel, 
in contradiction to the system of farm- 
ing the revenues. This is all that has 
been recommended to him by theBritish 
Government; all the minor provisions 
of the plan being left to be settled by 
his Excellency with the llesident, in a 
manner that may be thoroughly satis- 
factory to his Excellency. My last 
letter to the late Nawaub Saadut Alee 
defines this principle strictly. What; 
soever be the modification of an ama- 
nee system, Amcens will be requisite, 
and no supposition can ever exist that 
their appointment does not flow from 
the unconstrained wisdom of the Na- 
waiib Vizier himself. 

The division of the country into 
Zillahs is in strict accordance with the 
plan submitted to his Excellency’s late 
father, and cannot fail to have my en- 
tire concurrence. It is highly proper 
that the Zillalidars should be attended 
by a suitable retinue. His Excellency 
is aware that, by the provisions of the 
treaty, the number of troops to be 
maintained by the Government of 
Oude is fixed, and that limit will, of 
course, not be exceeded. The requisite 
sebnndy and armed Peons, for the pur- 
pose of the collections, will of course 
be maintained by his Excellency’s 
officers. The British troops will al- 
ways be ready to support the just autho- 
rity of the Nawaub Vizier. The ob- 
jections which have been made to the 
employment of the British troops, in 
certain cases, relative to the collec- 
tion of the revenue, did not apply 
to any instance of refractory or re- 
bellious conduct of Zemindars against 
their Sovereign the Nawaub Vizier. 
The suppression of any opposition 
to the authority of his Excellency 
is distinctly a part of the duty of 
those troops. The restriction upon 
their interference referred itself to the 
support of the farmers of the revenue, 
whose extortions drove the Zemindars 
and Ryots into natural resistance. The 
aiding those men in their rapacity and 
oppressions was disgraceful to the British 
and always affected their feelings pain- 
fully. Abuses of that nature cannot 
be protected by the British troops ; but 

when 
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Fourth. Witli respect to the admini- 
stration of justice, it has been deter- 
mined that in each division or Zillah a 
person learned in the law, with the re- 
quisiteestablishmentofOmlah(officers), 
shall be attached to the Ziilahdar, for 
the purpose of settling the disputes of 
the Zillah, agreeably to the ordinances 
of the holy law. If one of the litigants 
shall have a doubt regarding the justice 
of the decision, an appeal will lie to 
the court of adawlut at Lucknow ; and 
if such party shall still have a doubt, 
he may refer his case to two doctors of 
approved experience in the law, who 
shall be attached to the Presence, and 
who shall constitute the court of sud- 
der appeal. 


Fifth. If any one of my relations, 
dependants, servants, or sulijects, shall 
go to your Lordship or to Calcutta to 
complain, any little attention or re- 
gard to the subject of his complaint 
^dl be tlie cause of impairing my dig- 
n>ty and consequence, and will excite 
others to follow the same course, and 
we a source of trouble to your Ix)rd- 

ship. 


when the establishment of an improved Bengal Political 
system of administration shall afford to 
the British Government a confidence 
that its troops will not be required to Endohurc in 
enforce the orders of rapacious and ty- Governor- (lemraff 
rannical Auniils and farmers, his Ex- Letter. 
cellencj' may rely on their prompt and 
efficacious assistance for the mainte- 
nance of his legitimate rights and au- 
thority. 

I highly applaud his Excellency’s in- 
tention of introducing into his domi- 
nions a regular system for the adminis- 
tration of justice. As this is a subject 
of great importance and difficulty, 
however, it is impossible at present to 
speak more specifically. When his 
Excellency shall have explained, as 
doubtless he would be solicitous to do, 
to the Resident the details of his plan, 
a just opinion may be formed of its 
probable efficacy. Believing it to be 
a point on which his Excellency would 
be desirous to know my sentiments, 1 
shall be prepared to state them with the 
utmost frankness, and I assure myself 
that his Excellency would receive that 
communication on the subject, through 
the Resident, as the best proof of my 
regard for his interests. 

I also wish to recommend to his Ex- 
cellency’s attention the establishment 
of an efficient police within his territo- 
ries. On this subject the Resident will 
be prepared to enter into details with 
his Excellency. 

I take this opportunity of adverting 
to the state of the police in those of 
the Honourable Company’s districts 
which border on the territory of the 
Nawaub Vizier, and which, notwith- 
standing the arrangement adopted in 
concert with the late Nawaub Saadut 
Alee Khan, continue to be infested by 
banditti issuing from his Excellency’s 
territory and finding refuge there with 
their booty. On this point 1 shall in- 
struct the Resident to address his Excel- 
lency ; and I earnestly request his Ex- 
cellency’s attention to what the Resi- 
dent may represent, and the remedy 
which he will suggest to his Excellency 
under my orders. 

I can have no hesitation in promis- 
ing this in the fullest manner, with no 
other reservation than what ma^ be 
necessary for the fulfilment of the 
engagements of the British Govern- 
ment, in cases where its guarantee is 
pledged. 


As 
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Bengal Political ship. 1 hope that immediately on 
’ their bcinp: Ijeard, this answer will be 
given to them that they must go 
Enclosurein and refer their complaint to their own 
Govemor-Genrrars Sovereign. In the event of their per- 
severing and being urgent, let them be 
turned away with a sharp reprimand, 
tljat thus my authority and tligniiy 
may be upheld and the door be shut 
against evil ; for tliree degrees of adaw- 
hit have been established here : and if, 
notwithstanding this, a person seeks to 
go from hence, it is a jiroof that his 
claim is an unjust one. 

Sixth. Whereas cliaritable gifts and 
endowments biing blessings and pros- 
perity tipou a government, are accei)ta- 
ble in Ihc sight of God, and exalt o.ur 
reputation among men, it is my inten- 
tion that the subject of the rent-free 
lands, which were conferred during the 
time of my uncle the late Nawaub 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and which in conse- 
quence of sonic doubts were rcsuaied 
iu tile time of my father, shall be 
enquired into, and that such lands as 
shall appear proper to be released shall 
be restored. Nay, I propose to pro- 
vide, on my own part, a suilablc main- 
tenance for the poor and destitute men 
of learning and piety, that being ren- 
dered easy in their circumstances they 
may occupy themselves in prayer for 
long life to me and tlie prosperity of 
my Government. I have written this 
for your Lordship's information. 

Seventh. My late uncle and my 
father weut on hunting parties when- 
ever they were so dispo.scd. I propose, 
in this respect, to I'oUow the custom 
of my ancestors j and 1 have now 
ap}}rizcd your Loidsiiip of this, that it 
may not be unpleusiug to )our Lord- 
snip’s mind ;~and agreeably to cus- 
tom, let the Rritish troops, on such 
occasions, be under mv orders. 


As far as I comprehehd this para- 
graph, the object of the Nawaub 
Vizier must be equally just and gene- 
rous. 1 undei stand the case to be, 
that certain lands were left by Asuf 
ood-Dowlah for the support of parti- 
cular individuals or communities. It 
is to be presumed, from his making that 
destination of them, he bad the right 
so to alienate those lands : it is, there- 
fore, a giievance on the pensioners, that 
such a provision should be taken 
from them. Of course, it will redound 
to the honour of the Nawaub Vizier’s 
equity, if those individuals shall here- 
established in their little comforts. 
His Excellency’.^ intention of provid- 
ing, on his own part, a suitable main- 
tenance for the poor and destitute men 
of learning and piety is highly honour- 
able to his Excellency, and must aug- 
ment and extend his reputation. 

This is a point on which his Excel- 
lency will have nothing to consult but 
his own wishes. With respect to the 
troops, they will attend his Excellency 
accoiding to eslablishcd practice. 


Having thus replied to the articles contained in the Nawaub Vizier’s paper, 
in a manner which, I trust, w.ll bo satisfactory to his Excellency, 1 proceed to 
advert to some oilier points on which I am dcsiruus of staling my sentiments. 

His Excellency is aware of the opinion which former transactions, as 
well as those of a more recent date, have compelled me to form of the character 
and disposition olTIukecin Melidee Alee Khan, and of the powerful considera- 
tions referring to the interests of both States, which compelled me to recom- 
mend to his Excellency to direct that person to quit the Court and letire to the 
ilistrict under his charge, and never to return to Lucknow. His Excellency 
liaving, in the spirit of friendship and a just attention to the advice of the 
Ihiiish Government catv.enied to this measure, it only remains to express my 
.assurance that be will not permit it to be delayed or evaded, by .the Huk^emon 
any evcji.se or pretext wlialever, 

’ . The 
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The important service rendered to his ExcelJencyv and consequently Bengal Foiitieai 
to the British Government, by Rumzaun Alee Kban^ at the moment of 
his Excellency’s accession, need not be insisted on nor urged to his Excel* ’ 

lency as giving llumzaiin Alec Khan a claim to his Excellency’s kindness Euciowrein 

and regard. I considered it to be due to him, however, as a person who Govemor-denerart 

had essentially serveil both States, to recommend him to the Nawaub Vizier at Later. 
the conference which I had the honour to hold with his Excellency on the 
evening of the 10th instant. His Excellency may be assured, that no unreason- 
able expectations on the part of Rumzaun Alee Khan will ever be countenanced 
by the British Government. All that 1 feel it incumbent on me to solicit on 
his behalf, besides his Excellency’s general countenance and favour, is the con- 
tinuance to him of his present allowance from his Excellency’s Government, and 
an equivalent for the emoluments of the offices which he held at the period of 

his Excellency’s accession, if at any time his Excellency should think fit to 

supersede him in the exercise of the functions of those offices. To this extent I 
consider Rumzaun Alee Khan to be entitled to my recommendation of him to 
the justice and liberality of the Vizier, and I offer it in perfect confidence of 
his Excellency’s acceptance of it in the spirit in which it is conceived. 

I trust that the appointment of tlie persons selected by the Nawaub Vizier to 
conduct the details of business on behalf of his Excellency’s son and Minister, 
the Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder, will, by relieving his Excellency’s mind 
of a burden of detail, and by facilitating a free and unreserved communication 
with the Resident on all points of common interest, promote both his Excel- 
lency’s personal comfort and the welfare of the Government of Onde. While 
those persons continue to act with fidelity towards their master, and shall study 
to promote the genuine interests of his Excellency’s Government, they will not 
fail to merit and receive the countenance, approbation, and support of the Bri- 
tish Government, which can never be acquired by any of his Excellency’s sub- 
jects or servants, except by the conduct which I have described. 

The paper delivered to me by his Excellency at the first conference which 1 
had the honour to hold witii him at Cawnpore, although since withdrawn, con- 
tains many points on which it appears to me that a communication of my senti- 
ments would be satisfactory to his Excellency. I therefore add some observa- 
tions and assurances arising out of the consideration of that paper, which I 
trust will constitute a new ground of confidence, on the part of his Excellency, in 
the sincere interest which the British Government takes in his honour, dignity, 
and welfare, and of my cordial personal disposition to promote them. 

The treaty unquestionably, in every fair construction, purported to leave the 
Nawaub Vizier an independent Sovereign within the reserved dominions. The 
clause by which the interference of the British Government, with advice or 
remonstrance through the Resident, is acknowledged as a right, can never, in 
any decent acceptation, be understood to mean a meddling with the Vizier’s 
family and domestic concerns much less an avowed protection of his seri'ants 
when they act in opposition to the orders of their master, and a pretension to 
bow his Excellency to subservience in the ordinary and indifferent affairs of 
life. No interference of that nature will ever have the countenance of the 
British Government. 

It has already been distinctly explained to his Excellency, in my name, that 
I not only am earnestly desirous that his Excellency should be free and 
unshackled in the choice of his domestic servants, but that I shall derive a posi- 
tive gratification from learning that he removes from his presence any indivi- 
duals who may be obnoxious to him, from whatever cause. 1 take this occasion 
of repeating and recording the sentiment. 

The situation of the Nawaub’s brothers and relations, unless where provision 
is made for them under some guarantee of the British Government, is a mattef 
exclusively for his Excellency’s own judgment. It is a subject on which neither 
the Governor-General nor tlie Resident, in his official character, will eVer 
touch, unless where he has had special instructions, or where his Excellency 
may invite an opinion by some spontaneous introduction of the topic. Tlie 
relations of the Nawaub Vizier must owe to him that obedience and submission 
which is due to the Sovereign fiom bis family in all Mohummudan Governments, 

10 Z and 
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and the British Government can never legitiinateljr uphold eny ‘of thcln in eon. 
tumiicy against their Sovereign. The Nawaub Vizier's resolution not to redticie 
their stipends, while be justly claims the power of doin^ it, is becoming hie 
generosity. 

The completion of the arrangements connected with the retirement to Benar^ 
of the Nawaub Shums<ood>Dowlah has afforded me great satisfaction. The dis* 
charge of the arrears of the Nawaub’s former stipend, in the manner settled with 
his Excellency at the conference, namely, by the payment being made in the. 
first instance from the Company’s treasury, and the amount to be replaced by the 
Vizier,, has also proved satisfactory to me. 


On the justice or the policy of calling Shums-ood-Dowlah and others to account 
for sums received by them from their late father, the Governor-General might 
offer counsel were it asked, but he could never dictate. It is a concern of the 
Nawaub Vizier’s internal administration. On the face of the thing, it is obvious 
that there would be insuperable difheuity in ascertaining what sums had been 
issued by the late Vizier to those persona;* es on account for public purposes, or 
what was considered by him as absolute gifts to them. 1 apprehend that no 
documents exist to mark any such distinction, if even the specific amount of 
monies delivered to Shums-ood-Dowlah and Nuseer-ood-Dowlah can be ascer- 
tained. No proof in that case could be attained beyond their own acknow- 
ledgment. It might, therefore, be most expedient only to call upon them for a 
statement, without appearance of suspicion or harshness of address. This, 
however, is said on an assumption of a fact (the non-existence of official records) 
which may not be accurate. 


His Excellency having intimated, through the Resident, his disposition to 
refrain from any demands respecting this money on the Nawuab Shums-ood- 
Dowlah, a disposition which, under the actual circumstances of tlie case, I 
highly applaud, his Excellency will perhaps consider what is above stated as 
acquiring greater force iti its application to the case of Nuseer-ood-Dowlah. 

If it be the custom of theNawaub’s family that they should none of them paya 
visit to the Governor-General without previous permission from his Excellency 
the Vizier, the Governor-General undoubtedly will not encourage any breach 
of that observance. 


Nothing can be more humane and generous than the disposition professed by 
the Nawaub Vizier to retain in their situations all those who were in employment 
under his father, on condition of their serving him with attendance and fidelity. 
His Excellency is the only judge as to what number and description of persons 
shall be employed by him. I have only to repeat the assurance, already given, 
that no interference in his Excellency’s family and household will ever be 
practised or countenanced by the British Government. 

British troops are at present employed as guards over the palace, treasury, 
&c. This is a matter wholly dependant on the pleasure of the Vizier, and he 
has only to signify his orders that those duties shall be taken by his own 
sepoys. 

The British Government can have no cognizance of any thing that relates to 
the ladies of the muhl or slaves. This observation does not extend to anterior 
fundamental arrangements, in which the British Government may have become 
guarantee for provision to female branches of his Excellency’s family. In all 
other cases any interference of the British Government would be improper. 

I have the sincerest solicitude to give to the situation of the Nawaub Vizier 
every degree of lespectabiiity and comfort. If I fail in the attempt to effect 
that purpose, it will be only from inability to ascertain in what particulars his 
Excellency feels ill at ease, or considers iiis dignity not duly consulted. 

The augmentation of business consequent to his Excellency’^s accession to the 
musnud, doubtless rendered necessary more frequent communications front the 
Resifient than would be recquired in ordinary times. Since that necessity ’'has 
ceased to exist, the intereouree by visit will, of course, revert to its format 
footiogt v)ig. whensoever the Beskteat may have business <10 eemiSttttioa*l:ej;.'h6 

will 
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wtH«etid «nd' request tihit his Excellency will fijt a time for honouring him with 
an audience, whensoever his Excellency may wish to confer with the Resident, 
he will send to propose an interview. The interconrse of the Resident with the 
subordinate Ministers must, of necessity, be frequent, and will of course be 
regulated in such a manner as shall best suit the regular transaction of business 
and the convenience of the parties. 

The British Government is perfectly disposed to render the succession to the 
musnudof Oude in the family of the present Nawaub Vizier secure and on- 
questionable. If the line of that succession, as defined by the law and 
recognized in principle by the country, be certified to the Governor-General, 
the British Government will have uo hesitation to guarantee it. 

To conclude, I have only again to request his Excellency to repose entire 
confidence in the justice, honour, and friendship of the British Government, 
and in its earnest desire to promote, by every practicable means, his true 
interests and advantage. I also entreat his Excellency to repose a similar 
reliance on the Resident, Major Baillie, who possesses my entire confidence, and 
whose conduct will be regulated by the principles stated in this paper, and to 
consider the Resident as his friend, and to recur to his advice and assistance in 
ail matters of difficulty and importance, in the perfect confidence that they will be 
directed to no other object than his Excellency’s genuine interest and reputation. 

A true copy : 

Camp, Mabonah, (Signed) J. Adam, 

ISth November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Sir : 

1. You will receive from the Persian Secretary to the Governor-General a 
copy and translation of a letter addressed to his Lordship by his E.xccllency the 
Vizier, and of a paper under his Excellency's seal enclosed in it, together with 
the Governor-Generars reply, enclosing the answers to the Vizier’s papers, and 
copies of them in English and Persian, for your information. 

2. Although you were present at the conference held by the Governor-General 
with his Excellency the Vizier on the evening jf the 10th instant, at which the 
substance of the Governor-General’s reply to the Vizier’s paper was commu- 
nicated verbally to his Excellency, and are apprized of the views and sentiments 
of his Lordship on all the points to which it relates, his Lordship deems it 
advisable to communicate to you in writing such observations and instructions 
as occur to liim to be necessary for your guidance, with reference to the questions 
discussed in the documents above referred to. 

Article 1. 

3. It is only necessary to observe, with reference to this article, that the 
Governor-General considers it to be no less essential to the honour and repu- 
tation of the British Government than to the comfort, independence, and dignity 
of the Vizier, as secured to him by the provisions of the Treaty of Cession, to 
maintain the principle stated in the Governor-General’s answer. His Lordship 
relies with confidence on your disposition cordially and zealously to give effect 
to the views and resolutions of the Governor-General in these respects, and 
both to regulate your own conduct in conformity to this principle and to enforce 
the observance of similar conduct in others. 

* Articles 2 and 3. 

4. It is extremely desirable that the question of the specific plan of reform 
to be introduced into his Excellency's Government should be decided with the 
least practicable delay. The necessity of a reform need not be insisted on in 
this place, and you are fully apprized of the sentiments of the Governor* 
Oeneral on every part of that important subject. Under the tenor of the 
Answer returned by the Governor-General to the second article of the Vieier's 
paper» bis Lordship concludes that his Excellency will immediately either 

1^ aasent to the plan euhmitted to him by tbe Brititii Government, or 

lay 
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Bengal PiMtical lay before the Governor-General the plan which he may desire ta sabstHutc fott 
CoMultations, it. In the former case, you will proceed without delay, in concert with his 

^ Excellency and his Ministers, to carry the plan into effect throughout his do- 

Letter minions. The Governor<General cannot too earnestly enjoin the roost scru- 

from Secretary to pulous, and even delicate reserve, on your part, on all points connected with 

(Jovemnient. jiis Excellency’s selection of the officers to be employed as Ameens, and sub. 

sequently as Tuhseeldars and Zillahdars. The efficiency and success of the 
system depend so much on the proper selection of officers, and the interest of 
the British Government in its efficiency and success is so direct, that his Lord- 
ship cannot relinquish or compromise tiie right of representing its objections 
to any persons of proved or known incompetence with respect to character or 
qualifications, with a view to the reconsideration of the selection ; but no 
degree of interference beyond that just described would be consistent either 
with the provisions of the treaty, or with that free and independent authority, 
within bis own territories, to which the Vizier is justly entitled, and which his 
Lordship is determined to secure to him. You will feel yourself at liberty, 
therefore, to convey to his Excellency, in the most full and explicit manner, 
the resolution of the Governor-General to leave to his Excellency’s free choice, 
with the qualification above stated, the instruments of the proposed reform, 
together with the assurance of his Lordship’s entire reliance on a discreet and 
judicious selection of them : And, on the other hand, you will not hesitate to 
represent any objections which may exist to the employment of particular in- 
dividuals, and request his Excellency to reconsider the subject with a view to 
the appointment of more competent persons. 

5. If the Vizier shall proffer a plan of his own, you will, of course, receive 
and submit it for the consideration of the Governor-General with such observa- 
tions and remarks as may occur to you ; and you will suspend any further 
proceedings relative to the reform until the receipt of his Lordship’s instructions, 
which will be communicated without delay. Should neither of the courses 
above adverted to he adopted by the Vizier at an early period, you will be 
pleased to bring the subject to his recollection, and request him to follow one or 
the other, in time to admit of a speedy decision of the question. 

6. I am directed to take this opportunity of adverting to your despatches of 
the dates noted in the margin,* which were not replied to at the time of their 
receipt, as the measures reported in them, relative to the introduction of the 
reform into a part of the Vizier’s dominions with his Excellency’s concurrence 
did not appear to require any special remark or instructions, having Ireen 
adopted under the previous orders of Government. It may not be misplaced 
on the present occasion, however, to signify the Governor-General’s entire 
approbation of those proceedings. 

Article 4. 

7. On receiving from the Vizier a communication of the details of his Excel- 
lency’s plan for the administration of justice within his territories, you will, of 
course, submit them with your own remarks for the consideration of the 
Governor- General. If his Excellency should express a desire to enter on the 
discus‘.ion of those details with you, you will, of course, comply M'ith his wishes 
and afford him the l>cuefit of your advice and suggestions. 

8. It occurs to his Lordship, that there can be no better practical basis for a 
system of this nature, than that proposed by his Excellency himself in the first 
paper which he delivered to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, and of which a 
copy is in your possession: vfz. the institution of three separate courts for tlie 
trial of causes arising among the Mussulmans of either sect and the Hindoos. 
His Lordship will approve of your recalling this plan to the Vizier’s consideration, 
if the opportunity shall be alForded you of offering any suggestions on the part 
of the British Government. With respect to the police, his Lordship is not 
prepared to form a decided opinion on the plan which might be best suited to the 
actual condition of his Excellency’s dominions. His I/jrdship is disposed to 
think, however, that the charge of the police in the mofussil might be vested in 

the 
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the Zillahdars and subordinate collectors of revenue, and that in some cases the 
ZemitM^K SB^thavb charge of the police within tiieir own estates, and be held 
respiMisible for the good order of the tract under their authority. These obser- 
vations are made to enable you, in the event of tiie sutyect being brought by 
the Vizier under discussion between his Excellency and yourself) to state your 
ICfrowlsdge' of the Oovernor-Gieneral's sentiments as far as they can yet be 
formed^ 

9 , With re^rd to the police of the Honourable Company’s districts bordering 
on the territories of the V izier, a subject to which the Goveraor-General attaches 
considerable importance, I am directed to desire that you will bring it to his 
Excellency’s notice with the least practicable delay. His Excellency’s sponta- 
neous offer) declared at the conference, to give orders to the officers of his 
Government to comply, without a reference to his authority, with all applications 
fr6m the Magistrates of adjoining districts, and of their Police Darogbas, for the 
seizure of offenders finding refuge in his Excellency’s territories, if acted upon 
with zeal, energy, and good faith, might preclude the necessity of any further 
recommendation to his Excellency for the correction of the existing evil. An 
authority limited to the Magistrates and the Daroghas, or Jemadars of thannas, 
to pursue offenders across the frontier, would constitute a material improvement, 
but if you should have reason to think that the latter proposition would be unac- 
ceptable to his Excellency, you will not bring it forward, unless the other plan 
shall be found after experiment to fail. You will, at all events, be pleased to 
request Ms Excellency to issue his proposed orders to the officers of his Govern- 
ment and to enforce their obedience. 

10. The establishment of either or both of the two plans above adverted to, 
combined with the arrangement already in force relative to the employment of 
the British troops stationed within the territory of Oude, would, if properly 
executed, afford every hope of effecting an improvement in the police of the 
districts adjoining the territories of the Vizier, which can never be attained under 
the present system. The Governor-General is persuaded that his Excellency 
the Yizier will admit, wirltout hesitation, the justice of the grounds on which his 
Lordship feels himself entitled to expect the sincere and cordial co-operation of his 
Government in a measure so essential to the security and comfort of the Honour- 
able Company’s subjects. 

Articles 5, 6, and 7. 

11. These articles require no observation in addition to those stated in the 
Governor-General’s answer to each. 

12. I now proceed to the other points adverted to at the conference, but not 
immediately arising out of the Vizier’s paper. 

13. You arc fully aware of the solid grounds of justice and expediency on 
which the Governor-General felt himself entitled to recommend to the Vizier 
the removal from Lucknow of Hukeem Mchdee Alee Khan. Ilis Excellency 
having assented to the measure without reserve, the Governor-General does not 
doubt that it will be carried into effect. As the early removal of the Hukeem is 
considered, under actual circumstances, to be of urgent importance, you will be 
pleased to move his Excellency to carry it into execution without delay, and not 
to admit of any excuse or pretence on the part of the Hukeem to evade the 
order. It is superfluous to observe, that as the Governor-General would not 
have proposed the measure, except under a firm conviction that the continued 
residence of the Hukeem at Lucknow was irreconcilable with the real interests 
of the State of Oude and of the British Government, his Excellency cannot 
recede from a proposition so deliberately made and unequivocally assented to. 

14. The caseof Rumzaun Alee Khan is one deserving of the kindness and con- 
sideration of the Vizier and of the regard of the British Government, whose infe- 
rests were essentially served by the conduct of that person, in immediately com- 
hiuoieating to you, and to you alone, the demise of the Nawaub Saadut Alee 
Khan, by which means you were enabled to take the precautions necessary ifcr 
jecuring the unopposed accession of the present Vizier. The Governor-General 
infers, from the remarks which fell from the Vizier on this subject at the con- 
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— course, be given to such pretensions; but tbe Governor-Geneial has inserted in 

Leitcr tbe answer to the Vizier’s paper, his expectation, founded on his Excellency’s 

(^ovcma^t P^'ornise at the conference, that Rumzaun Alee Khan shall continue in. the enjoy. 

roeiit of his actual allowance from the Vizier’s Government, and receive an 
equivalent for the emoluments of the offices winch lie held at the Court of 
Lucknow at the period of the Vizier’s accession, in tbe event of his Excellency 
not deeming it to be proper to continue him in the exercise of those functions. 
To this extent, therefore, you are authorized, in tbe event of any attempt to 
deprive Rumzaiim Alee Khan of the advantages above specified, to interpose in 
his behalf, by representation to the Vizier, and by reminding him of the assu- 
rance which lie gave to the Governor-General on the subject. 

15. You will observe that the Govcrnor-fieneral has added to the answers to 
the Viziei's requests, and to the communication on the other points above 
referred to, some observations regarding the just and fair construction, in his 
Lordship’s estimation, of the terms of ilie treaty, as referring to the nature and 
extent of the Vizier’s authority within the reserved dominions, and an exposition 
of the principles on which his Lordship proposes to regulate his conduct towards 
the State of Oude, There are other observations, also, suggested by the tenor 
of the first paper delivered by the Vizier to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, 
which although since WMthdrawn, furnish the opportunity of stating to his Excel- 
lency the sentiments of the Governor-General, on several points on which a 
knowledge of them must be satisfactory, 

16. The Governor-General cannot omit this opportunity of communicating to 
you some observations and instructions relative to the course of conduct which 
lie considers it to be proper for the Resident at Lucknow invariably to pursue, 
as being equally prc-ccribed by the fair construction of the treaty of 1801, and by 
every principle of sound policy with relation to the Court of Lucknow. 

17- In construing the terms of the recorded engagements between the Ho. 
nourable Company’ and tlie Nawaiib of Oude, it is required by every principle 
of justice, that the most liberal and coinpicliensive meaning should be given to 
such articles as arc in favour of that party, whose weakness presents no security 
for him but in tliat good faith on wliicli lie has relied. If abstract equity offer 
this conclusion, his Excellency is no less |>ersuaded that sound policy will equally 
uphold it. It would be much gained, were one only to avoid the chance of that 
extremity, which should force you to withdraw the Nawaub's Government and 
establisli your own in tliesc territories : because such a necessity, though it might 
morally exi^t, could never be made out to the world, and the seizure of the 
Nawaub’s possessions, w’ould he univer.sally stigmatized as a premeditated usurpa- 
tion, arising from a base cupidity. When an exigency, such as that alluded to, 
is supposed possible, the circumstance which could create it demands close 
reflection. One case alone can be imagined, capable of driving us to a conduct 
so repugnant, to oiir wishes, namely, the discovery that the Nawaub had secretly 
leagued himself with the enemies of the Biitish Government, and was practising 
witli them for onr (nertlirow’. This case, however, could not occur but through 
absolute desperation on the part of the Nawaub ; and such desperation could 
only be produced by his undergoing a course of indignities or oppressions which 
he would regard in that light, so .a.s that he should think the most unpromising 
conspiracy preferable to submission under such insults. Our interests might be 
very’ seriously affected by that temper in the Nawaub. It is true he has no troops, 
but he has much mischief in his power. He has vast command of money. 
Supplying by .stealth funds to those who wonld with such a resource be able to 
levy any number of men, he might draw upon the Company the expense and 
danger of a war, leaving it infinitely difficult for us to trace his having furnished 
those supplies. The rendering the situation of the Nawaub comfortable is, there- 
fore, an object no less incumbent on our policy than dictated by our generous 
feelings. This consideration, then, is to be held perpetually in view by the 
Resident, and eminently to guide his procedures. 

18. The reservation by treaty of aright to interfere with advice or remon- 
strafice upon any management of affairs within the Nawaub's reserved dominions, 

which 
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19. In all intercourse the Resident should consider himself as the ambas- 
sador from the British Government to an acknowledged Sovereign. A respectful 
urbanity, and a strict fulBlnient of established ceremonials, should thence be 
preserved by the Resident towards his Excellency. The latter must be conscious 
of the- power of the Resident to exercise influence over him, so that any [larade 
of that influence in the eyes of others must be no less useless than revolting. 
It must, therefore, be the care of the Resident, cautiously to abstain from any 
such ostentation of authority. He is, in a most special manner, to forbear from 
countenancing or encouraging any servant of the Nawaub in contumacious 
opposition to his master ; and he should lay it down as a positive rule, not to 
recommend from his own household any person for reception into the immediate 
suite of the Nawaub In regard to interviews, regular form should be invariably 
maintained. When the Resident desires to communicate with the Nawaub, he should 
always send to ask the audience, and not repair at once to the palace, so as to give 
the appearance of the Nawaub’s being constrained to grant it, howsoever incon- 
venient. Within the palace as well as in public, whatever may be the intimacy 
which prior habits or services have established between the Nawaub and the 
Resident, an air of deferential politeness should be maintained by the Resident. 
This can never deceive the Nawaub into resistance against any just propositions 
of theResident, but will, on the contrary, make him the more flexible, lest he 
shouldforfeit a show of respect calculated to exalt him in the eyes of his subjects. 
Finally, after what has recently passed, the Resident siiould be cautious not to 
let any of the gentlemen attached to the Residency slide into regular functions 
in any of the Nawaub’s establishments. Such a position must ahvays militate 
with their primary duties, and cannot fail to lead to irrregnlarities. This obser- 
vation does not extend to the physician. The claims of humanity would forbid 
any shackle to the Nawaub’s addressing himself for medical advice to the sur- 
geon of the Residency, and there can be no objection to any arrangement which 
shall make that recurrence more prompt and satisfactory. 

20. By a due regard to these principles, the Governor-General hopes that 
both yourself and succeeding Residents will obtain from the Nawaub a willing 
compliance, on every occasion where it may he necessary to interpose advice, an 
acquiescence of very different import to the interests of the British Government 
from that enforced, reluctant, and tardy submission, which leaves the minds of 
the parties souied, and thence leads inevitably to mischievous estrangement. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. Adam,- 

12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


wliitfti may affect the British > mtei^flV'cleavfy Iwplies' that, in all 

other <tespect8, the administration of the Nawaub is to be freer but, indeed, it 
is evident from the whole tenor of the treaty, that an omnterrupted exercise of 
his own authority within the reserved dominions was assured to him, in order to 
qualify the very strong step wliich we took in appropriating to ourselves (as an 
exchange for the subsidy) so large a portion of his territories. The Nawaub is, 
consequently, to be treated in all public observance as an independent prince. 
Essentially he must be subservient to the British Government ; but in propor- 
tion as that point is secure, personal attentions to him involve no inconvenience, 
and on the other hand* they cannot but be productive of advantage. 


TAe Governor-Gaierars Jil'nmtc. Governor-Gcne- 

In order that my view of the extraordinai-y transactions to wliich the foregoing s^h N^ov?i*8i’4. 
documents relate may be distinctly understood, it is necessary that 1 should enter 
into details which are not furnished by those documents. 

When I arrived at Cawnpore, viz. on the 8th October, I had not the remotest 
suspicion that Major-Baillie was not to the highest degree in the good graces of 
the Nawaub Viaier. The letters of Major Bnillie, my only source of informa- 
tion, pictured the confidence and attachment of the Nawaub Vizier towards him 
the most glowing colours : and although Major Daillic made some complaint 
about bis Excellency's hanging back from the reform of the levenue admiuistra- 
hon, I did not put upon the circumstance any construction beyond this : that 
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the Resident had used an indiscreet itnportunacy oii that particular poiipt vhich 
had made the Nawaub Virier regard the subject with some distaste; ‘ ' 

The visit which the Nawaub Vizier first paid to me was a matter of 
ceremony ns left no room for deducing any conclusions. I only madeit tlie 
opportunity of testifying to his Excellency such dispositions as were calculated to 
invite his hillest reliance on me. 

On Thursday the 13th October, I returned his Excellency’s visit. After 
breakfast I requested that I might have some private conversation with him. I 
had the day before desired the Resident to apprize him that I should do so. 
On his proposing to retire to an inner tent, I begged that Mr. Ricketts (Mr. 
Adam was unwell) and Mr. Swinton, as well as the Resident, might accompany 
us, stating that the two first were necessarily to be apprized of all that might 
there take place, and might therefore as well witness the conversation as have 
it subsequently retailed by me. This was admitted. The conversation com- 
menced by the tender by the Vizier of the loan (see despatch to his Excellency 
the Vice-President in Council dated 29th October*) to the Honourable Company 
of one crore of rupees, and which was accepted with suitable expression of my 
sense of the friendly spirit in which the offer was made, and then entered into 
the views of the British Government regarding his Excellency’s situation, which 
were calculated to excite great satisfaction in him ; for they not only extin- 
guished some apprehensions which I am sure he entertained, but they must have 
gone beyond his hopes in the security they afforded for his future comfort. I 
entreated him to repose himself without reserve on Major Baillie, whom I stated 
as possessing my entire confidence ; and I told his Excellency that if any thing 
capable of promoting his respectability and ease were left unarranged, it would be 
his own fault in not suggesting the points to me. It dirl strike me that this address 
was not met by his Excellency nitli as much display of gratification as I 
thought it might naturally have produced ; but I ascribed this, on reflection, 
to the habitual gravity of countenance which the Asiatics are accustomed to 
preserve. His Excellency then presented a paper, -f containing, as be said, 
certain articles to which he solicted my attention. I handed it to Mr. Swinton 
saying that it would be translated by that gentleman, and that I would then 
lose no time in answering it. Major Baillie took the paper and began to 
examine it with an apparent anxiety, which proved that such a production was 
unexpected by him. I interrupted tliis by a remark, that no comment could 
be made on the sudden upon a document of that nature, and that I must see its 
contents in English before I could discuss them. 

Mr. Clarke had been introduced to my Secretary, Mr. Thompson, by a letter 
from Mr. Alexander, in which the latter represents Mr. Clarke as not only a 
person of tried integrity, but as one so possessed of the language, and so con- 
versant with all concerns at Lucknow, as that he might be very useful to Mr. 
Thompson in his arrangements tor our progress, on which ground Mr. Alexander 
recommended him to acquaintance and attention. Captain McLeod’s sister 
was intimately known by Lady Loudon when in Scotland, wfience civilities had 
been shoAvn to him while he was in Calcutta. From this cause those gentlemen 
were asked to dine with me on the same day. 

Wlien they arrived at Cawnpore they went to Mr. Thompson’s tent. As a 
mere loose topic of conversation, he said that he trusted I had left the Nawaub 
Vizier’s mind thoroughly comfortable. He was astonished at their answering, 
" so far from it, he is in a state of absolute despair.” On bis asking the 
meaning of such an assertion, they told him that the Nawaub Vizier had 
reckoned upon being delivered from the despotism of Major Bmllie, but that 
1 bad, on the contrary rivetted his chains, by declaring that Major Baillie pos- 
sessed my entire confidence. Mr. Thompson very properly jud^d that I 
ought not to be left ignorant of the circumstance, and communicated it accoro* 
ingly. I desired to see the two gentlemen, and I received them separately. I 
could not have the least doubt of the Nawaub’s having imparted to 
that passed at the interview, for the course of the conversation which I 
held was accurately detailed by each of them. No Miniater or attend^ of'w>* 
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Nawaub had bwn present, therefore his Excellency himsdf was the only 
person capable of imparting what had then passed. In answer to my questions, 
many matters felt as grievances by the Nawaub were mentioned by them. Not 
either of them spoke with the slightest asperity of Major Baillie, and Captain 
McLeod appeared to me not frank enough in his replies. I had, either on the 
preceding day or the day before that, endeavoured to obtain from him informa- 
tion almut a story current in the camp, of a servant of the Nawaub's having 
been wounded by the Suwarree of the Resident, and the tone of his answers had 
really made me believe that he was labouring to give a favourable colour to the 
transaction from attachment to Major Baillie. I said to both those gentlemen, 
that thougji I couUl not doubt the accuracy of their information, the statement 
did not come in a form which I could recognize ; that the Nawaub himself was 
the only person from whom I could formally know particulars of such a nature ) 
and that 1 had reason to complain of his not unbosoming himself, when 1 had 
given him such ample encouragement in the morning. Their remark was, that 
his Excellency’s mind was in such subjection to Major Baillie, as that he would 
never attempt to complain of that gentleman in his presence. 

This passed on Thursday. The Nawaub Vizier was to dine with me on the 
Saturday. In the interval a letter came from Mr. Clarke, requesting, on the 
part of his Excellency, that when he should arrive at my quarters I would give 
him the opportunity of speaking to me in private without Major Baillie’s being 
present. 1 requested Mr. Ricketts to answer the letter, intimating that the 
desired opportunity should be given to the Nawaub Vizier ; hut observing that 
the application should have come through the official channel of one of the 
Government secretaries, and cautioning JVIi. Claikc against bearing any further 
part in such a correspondence. 
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When the Nawaub came, viz. on the 15th of October, I expressed my wish 
that he would retire with me to a private room, telling Major Baillie that 1 
thought it would be most delicate to dispense with his attetulance. 1 told the 
Nawaub, however, that I nmst take the liberty of having Mr. Ricketts, Mr. 
Adam, and Mr. Swintou piesent, as they were my confidential assistants, sworn 
to secrecy, and as I had made the resolution that I never would have a private 
conference with any Nativ'C Prmce unle.ss they witnessed the interview. 

His Excellency did not object. I then asked if he wished that any of his 
suite should be present. He said it was unnecessary. My first question to his 
Excellency was, whether he had authorized Mr. Clarke to request that I would 
give his Excellency the opportunity of a conference without Major Baillie’s being 
present. He answered that he had authorized Mr. Clarke to that eflect. My 
reply was, that I was happy to meet his wishes ; but that as 1 could not rest on 
what Mr. Clarke had loosely said, 1 entreated his Excellency to explain himself 
to me without reserve. 


The Vizier took this occasion to observe that he had proposed to advance 
to the Honourable Company a crore of rupees by way of loan, but that this 
was nothing, and he begged that it might be accepted as a free gift. The 
obvious objections to my receiving the money on any other terms that that of 
a loan were explained to his Excellency. I repeated my assurances, that it 
was the sincere disposition of the British Government to uphold his dignity 
and to promote his comfort. He still maintained an unaccountable silence as to 
particulars, but he said that he had drawn up a paper explaining the objects for 
which he looked to my justice and kindness, though he had not brought it 
with him ; and he added, that he would transmit it on the morrow, wdth every 
hope that I would attend to it. 1 assured him that the contents of the paper 
should be duly weighed ; but I observed, that the duration of my stay at 
Cawnpore must be short, and that we should expedite matters much if he would 
now enable me to discuss with him the outline of what he had committed to 
writing. He appeared so shy, that I doubted whether he really thought me 
sincere in the invitation I had given him to speak ; so that I repeated again 
with energy the assertion that the British Government had no indirect views, 
and only required to know what would best advance his prosperity and satis- 
faction. 
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Still hU Excellency maintained the same caution, only referring me to 
Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan. This he did twice. It appeared to me awkward 
to take the Hukeem into consultation after 1 had entertained an objection to that 
individual's being contemplated by his Excellency for his Minister, on account 
of recorded obstructions attempted by Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan to purposes 
of the British Government : the interview therefore closed. Mr. Clarke after- 
wards declared that the Nawaub Vizier had pleaded his knowledge of Mr. 
Swinton's peculiar attachment to Major Baillie, as the reason for his not having 
availed himself of the opening thus atforded to him. 

In this state matters continued till I reached Lucknow ; nor did any thing 
particular occur for a short time after my arrival there. The second paper 
promised by the Nawaub Vizier was not sent until the second day after my 
arrival, and then only in consequence of my having taken occasion, at a visit 
the Vizier paid to me at Constantia, at breakfast, to say to his Excellency that I 
had delayed tlie answer to the first paper until I had received the further one 
promised. It was then sent to Mr. Swinton (see Document No. 2). A morn- 
ing or two afterwards, when we had been to see an elephant fight at a country 
palace of the Nawaub Vizier’s, at the breakfast which followed, his Excellency 
said two or three things, which I understood, across me to Major Baillie. He 
then said something which I did not exactly catch, my attention having been 
attracted elsewhere. Major Baillie on this said to me, “ His Excellency 
“ desires that I would petition your Lordship, in his name, to appoint Mr. 
“ Wilson physician to his Excellency’s person.” It had been represented by 
Mr. Clarke, that a heavy grievance of the Vizier’s was Major Baillie’s endea- 
vouring to deprive him of Mr. Law, and to fix his (Major Baillie’s) own physician, 
Mr. Wilson, on his Excellency. Struck wit It this recollection, and not confi- 
dent that the phrase which 1 had loosely heard applied itself to a physician at all, I 
answered that I could not give any promise so much on the sudden, as there 
might be objections to whicli 1 was not at the instant able to advert. The next 
day we went to course antelopes with cheetas in the park of Dil Coosha. The 
Nawaub Vizier remarked to me the unfitness of the hackeries on which two 
cheetas of mine were carried. Immediately after I heard him ask Captain 
Gilbert to breakfast with him the next morning. Captain Gilbert had so little 
suspicion of any political objects being involved in the invitation, that he 
came in the middle of the day to ask me if I wonld allow him to take my 
aide-de-camp, C’aptain M‘Ilae to the breakfast. His addressing me for that 
leave gave me the opportunity of sjieaking to him on a point which I should 
not otherwise have thought ot mentioning to him. 

I told him it was clear to me that the Nawaub had desired his attendance 
for the purpose of arranging with him some kind of carriage for my cheetas, 
which I desired ('aptain Gilbert to resist, as I had already got Captain Gilbert 
to provide convenient vehicles; but I said, ” as you are to have this conver- 
** sation, I wish you would dexterously make out for me what is the Nawaub’s 
** real wish about a physician, it being doubtful to me whether he prefers Mr. 

Law or Mr. Wilson.” 

After breakfast the next morning, the Nawaub took Captain Gilbert into a 
private room. Before his Excellency began any discourse Captain Gilbert asked 
him (as if from a sudden thought of his own) which of the two he wished to 
have for hi.s physician. The Naviaub in the most earnest terms exclaimed, that 
he wished for Mr. Law, and he reprobated the attempt of Major Baillie to force 
Mr. Wilson upon him. His Excellency then unfolded a long string of griev- 
ances against Major Baillie, professing that, as long as Major Baillie should remain 
at Lucknow, he (the Nawaub) could never have an hour’s comfort. He urged 
this with great apparent earnestness and much repetition, confirming more than 
once the expression of his wish that Mr. Law should not be removed, and closing 
the conversation by saying, ” I was very anxious to confide all this to you. 
His Excellency never adverted to the cheetas, or to any other subject tban^ nis 
own distresses, so that, as far as one can judge from appearances, he had desirw 
ftje interview for the sole purpose of communicating his discontent. Captain 
Gilbert very properly waited upon me as soon as he was dismissed by the Nawaub 
Vizier, and imparted to me this extraordinary conversation. 
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On the morrow 1 was to review the subsidiary battalions tit the cantonmenb 
and the Nawaub Vizier was to accompany me. My horses being sent forward 
to the review ground, I went in my phaeton to the gate of the Nawaub’s palace, 
which was in our road. His Excellency being a>foot at the gate, 1 invited him into 
the phaeton with me. On our way I told him that Captain Gilbert had informed me 
of his Excellency’s wishes in favour of Mr. Law, and I said that Mr. Law should 
be appointed accordingly. Though I have not in the language that facility which 
is requisite for conversation, T possess it sufficiently not to err in the structure 
of a phrase when I have time to meditate it ; therefore I am quite sensible that 
in my expressions to the Nawaub 1 did not leave room for miscomprehension, 
lie immediately clasped my hands eagerly, and with more veracity of counte- 
nance than I had ever before w itnessed in him, he said that he had no hope but 
in my kindness. That this statement may not be too prolix, 1 endeavoured to 
avoid advertence to any thing which may be recorded in other documents rela- 
tive to this transaction ; yet I cannoi omit observing, that when Mr. Ricketts 
went by my desire to appiize the Nawaub that I should take him into a private 
room at the Resident’s (where we were to meet at dinner), without allowing 
Major Baillie to be present, and to beg his Excellency to consider the speaking 
before Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, exactly the same thing as if 
he spoke to me alone, his Excellency confirmed to Mr. Ricketts all that he had 
said to Captain G illicit, and he closed with apparently an unpremeditated ebulli- 
tion of, “ cannot you get Major Raillie removed ?” 

The next conference took place at the Residency on the evening of the 31st 
October, in consequence of what passed at the visit paid to the Nawaub Vizier 
by Mr. Ricketts on the forenoon of that day, as above mentioned. There 
were present, besides the Vizier and myself, Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. 
Swinton. His Excellency was asked again to state, without reserve, what his 
real wishes were ; and I assured him that I had no object but his honour and 
welfare. His Excellency presented a paper,* saying that it contained the 
points on which he was desirous of receiving my acquiescence ; that it con- 
tained, also, those matters which were stated in detail in the paper delivered 
to Mr. Ricketts. Some of the subjects were then adverted to. The Vizier 
suddenly remarked, that he wished to have my order that the nobut, which 
had been prevented from beating at the gateway, might be allowed to beat : 
and on being questioned about it, and the reason why it did not beat, his Excel- 
lency observed that it did not beat because the sound disturbed the Resident. 
The Vizier seemed to have this point much at heart ; for as the conference was 
breaking up he said with eagerness, “ I hope your Lordship will order the 
nobut to beat : let it beat to-morrow morning.” Another point, and which 
had been stated to Mr. Ricketts, was now discussed : the appointment of per- 
sons to fill the office of Paishcar to his son and his grandson, wliom he proposed 
to appoint, the one to be Minister and the other chief judge. His Excellency 
stated his wish to be, that Hukeem Mchdee or Imam Bukhsh should be Paish- 
car ; some uncertainty appearing as to whether he meant that one or the other 
should be appointed, or both, a conversation ensued on the subject, which 
was ended by his Excellency saying that “or” was written in the paper. I 
observed, that a necessity existed for the Paishcar being a person who had not 
only the confidence of his Excellency but that of the British Government ; 
that the conduct and known disposition of Hukeem Mehdee were such as to 
make it impossible for the British Government to confide in him ; and that his 
appointment, consequently, would not promote harmony and good understand- 
ing between the two States. The Vizier said that Hukeem Mehdee was a man 
of capacity and integrity, and had his confidence,- but that he had enemies 
because he would not join with others (meaning the Resident), and that he 
hoped that he might be appointed : to which I replied, that the British Govern- 
ment had good information, and could not confide in Hukeem Mehdee as i 
Minister. That, however, it was not at all roy wish that Hukeem Mehdee 
should be excluded from his Excellency’s service ; that, on the contrary, I 
thought bis employment as a revenue officer was advantageous to his ExceL 
lency's interests. The Vizier did not urge the point further, but said that he 

hoped 
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hoped there was no objection to Imam Bukhsh : to which I observed, that 1 
knew of none, but would if he pleased enquire. His Ejccellency replied, that 
he would give in tlie names of several persons from amongst whom a FaUhear 
might be selected : to which I said, that I could make no selection, as the 
choice must be his own. 

At this conference the Vizier observed that be had complaints against Major 
Baillie, and that the paper contained them all. On leaving the room his Excel- 
lency spoke again about the nobut, as before stated. I remarked* that some 
mistake must have occurred about it, but that enquiry should be made and an 
answer given before his Excellency left the house. I accordingly desired Mr, 
Adam to ask Major Baillie whether he had in any manner interfered about the 
nobut. Major Baillie declared that he never had, directly or indirectly, 
interfered ; that the nobut had never been beaten at the new palace, but had 
remained at the old palace ; that he concluded, that after the new nobut 
khana was built, the late Vizier observing its contiguity to the Residency, 
had, out of consideration for his (Major Baillic’s) comfort, refrained frotti 
beating it. I in consequence requested the Nawaub Vizier to order the nobut 
to be beaten at the new palace whenever he pleased. 

On the following day Agha Meer was sent with the message to Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Swinton, as detailed in their report ; and on the day after those gen 
tlemen waited on his Excellency, and received the communication, also detailer 
in their report, and in the letter from the Vizier, retracting the complaints 
against Major Baillie, and charging Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Law, 
and Mr. l)e L’Etang, with having urged him to make them. On the 4tl 
November Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton waited on the Nawauh 
Vizier, in pursuance of my written instructions to them. All that followed 
appears in the papers marked Nos. 10 et seq. : except that, although the 
Nawaub Vizier persisted to Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, in Iht 
assertion that my name had not been used to influence his Excellency’s sudden 
change of conduct. Captain McLeod maintained to me that Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, and two others whom he specified, were present when Agha Meei 
did use my name to fn’gliten his master into compliance with the counsel which 
he then gave. The language supposed to have been used by Agha Mcer to the 
Nawaub was, “ that his Excellency had ruined himself; that the Governor- 
“ General was outiageous at his Excellency’s complaints against Major Baillie, 
“ and even talked of removing the Nawaub from the inusnud ; and that there 
** was noiemedy but to declare he had been misled by the artifices of others to 
** profess wliat was most opposite to llie wi.shes or dictates of his heart.” I 
have no doubt but that Hukeem Mchdee Alee Khan asserted this to Cbptain 
McLeod. Whether it were true, or only a daring attempt of the Hukeem’s to 
overbear the Nawaub by the testimony of himself and his colleagues, I cannot 
guess. The Hukeem, I apprehend, was anxious to be brought forward and 
examined, for Captain McLeod earnestly petitioned that those persons should 
be questioned on the point in presence of the Nawaub. I told Captain 
McLeod, that after the positive declaration of the Nawaub on the subject, I 
could not do any thing which would so distinctly impeach his veracity by 
implication, as the examining his servants on the point. Another solicitation 
made by Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke was rejected by me on the same 
ground of delicacy. His Excellency had charged them with having impressed 
him with the notion that I disliked Major Baillie, and that his Excellency could 
not gratify me more than by affording me ostensible ground for removing that 
gentleman from his situation. Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke severally 
denied having ever uttered any insinuation of that tenor, and they implored that 
1 would sit as in council and receive their declaration on oath, in face of the 
Nawaub Vizier, as to the absolute non-existence of any colour for that charge 
against their probity. Awkward as the procedure would have been, I know not 
that J could have brought myself to refuse to those gentlemen the means of 
expurgation equitably due when their honour was so arraigned, had I not felt 
myself ready to record the most unwavering conviction of their entire inno- 
cence in that particular. The charge carries no probability on the face of it. 
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Those gentlemen might have personal dislike to Major BiHIie, but that they BetigsIT^icai 
should indulge it at*tbe extreme risk which they must be aware would attend a 
fnisnepresentation so likely to be brought to the test, is not credible. I'hat any ” ' 
advantage to themselves, other than the gratification of spleen against the Governor Gene- 
Resident, could arise out of this machination, has not been surmised, and is ral's Minute, 

not readily conceivable : on the other hand, they were to hazard situations of ^ 

considerable profit for an object which might prove unattainable, even after 
their fullest success, in infiuencing the Nawaub Vizier’s mind. In this argu- 
ment X put aside the weight due to their personal ciiaractcrs. At the same 
time I should remark, that could only be done for the purpose of exposing more 
distinctly the absence of likelihood in the imputation against them ; because on 
any other principle, their untainted integrity would be forcibly pleadable 
against a loose accusation, Still this accusation has been made ; therefore it is 
necessary to account for it. 

It is to me perfectly clear, that the Nawaub Vizier has had floating dissatis- 
factions against Major Baillie. I myself have witnessed in the latter towards the 
Nawaub Vizier little points of behaviour which could not but wound his Excel 
lency. When the Resident, who had received cliccks from me by letter on that 
very head, could not avoid sliding into the error while 1 was present, it must be 
imagined that at other times he has been still less measured in his deportment. 

The being exhibited to by-standers as in a state of tutelage, has, 1 suspect, given 
the Nawaub Vizier a degree of irritation, which clouded the recollection of 
those essential services rendered to him by Major Baillie. With these feelings 
he has expressed his impatience to those around him, and probably declared his 
wish to get rid of the present Resident. It was the interest of Hukeem Mchdee 
Alee Khan, who knew that Major Baillie regarded him hostilely, to inflame the 
Nawaub Vizier’s discontent, and to advise his Excellency’s endeavouring to 
secure the testimonies of Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Law, as to 
the validity of his grievances, in case his Excellency’s representation should 
lead me to institute any ini|uiry : hence arose those spontaneous complaints of 
his Excellency to those gentlemen, which unavoidably implicated them, to a 
certain degree, in his views. It is very probable that the Hukeem, iu order to 
excite his master to lay the case before me, represented those gentlemen as con- 
curring more actively with his Excellency than it ever was in their contemplation 
to do ; and 1 suspect that the Nawaub Vizier has confounded some statement 
of tliat sort, or some assurances of the Hukeem, in such a manner as to per- 
suade himself he liad received them directly from the gentlemen in cpicstion. I 
ground this belief on my observation of the conduct of the respective parties. 

In the procedure of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, I see nothing but their 
persuasion that they were fulfilling their duty, not to the Nawaub Vizier but to 
me, in facilitating the personal appeal of his Excellency to the Governor- 
General, in a case which could not pass through the Resident, because it was a 
charge against that indivddual. Not either of those gentlemen ever attempted 
an iiibinuatiun against Major Baillie, or endeavoured to uphold what they quoted 
as the Nawaub’s language by any invidious construction. With Mr. Law or 
Mr. De L’Etang I never had the slightest communication on the subject ; on 
the other hand, the assertion of the Nawaub Vizier, that he acted contrary to 
Ins own disposition at the instigation of the two first gentlemen is obviously 
incorrect. In the first place, had he believed that the criminating Major Baillie 
would be agreeable to me, he would have taken the step roundly : on the 
contrary, it was clear that there was something on his mind M'hich he feared to 
bring out in his interviews with me, probably from his supposition that the 
Secretaries were favourable to Major Baillie ; but beyond- this there is pre- 
8\jmptive evidence of no ordinary force. What could be his motive for seeking 
the conversation with Captain Gilbert, not improving a casual opportunity for 
it, but making it matter of appointment. Had he been acting contrary to 
his private inclination in bringing forward complaints against Major .Baillie, 
he would have thought that he did enough to secure my good-will by the sort' of 
demi-official representation which he had advanced. Captain Gilbert had been 
known to him of old ; but it could not be either that degree of acquaintance, 
or' his knowledge of Captain Gilbert’s possession of the language, which should 
lead to make so peculiar a communication so deliberately. Wliat could be have 

11 C in. 
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in view, buli the spiecuUuioa thai Oilhert, ft-om Ih. 4 fcavmg fnartntl'ft 

near relation of llady laMuibn’s, was a good chisel to tUy ear : and be It 
remarked, that a private and iikluect rqireseiitation of that kind was net wf « 
quality to answer my imagined wish of havii^ ostensible ground for removing 
JVIajor Baillie from his station. It is furtiier observable, that on the night when 
we took our leave, the Nawaub Vizier went up toCaptain Gilbert, and taking the 
J)and of the latter placed it on his (the Nawaub’s) breast, saying with a look of 
uncommon distress, “ whatsoever has happened do not think i have cast oflP 
‘‘ your friendship : I hope to prove it to you in happier times/* Why vi<a8 not 
the present moment luippy, when he had obtained a security for bis dignity, his 
internal independence, and his comfort, beyond what bis fondest hope could 
have expected } It requires very little perspicacity to see that the intrigue of 
Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan was overset by some other intrigue, in which a more 
efficacious influence was employed ; that a branch of the practice on the mind of 
the Nawaub Vizier was the recalling bhn to a sense of the obligations under which 
he lay to Major Baillie, contrasting their magnitude with the frivolity of what 
liis Excellency urged as grievances ; and that bis Excellency, to extricate him^ 
self from the embarrassment, threw upon the shoulders of others the burden 
which belonged only to his own. The reward of success in this intrigue was the 
raising to the situation of Minister Agba Meer, a low man who had waited behind 
the Nawaub’s son at my table at Cawnporc, and whose name had never been 
mentioned in the list of persons eligible for such an appointment in any of the 
frequent previous discussions. The issue of the intrigue was none of my 
business. 1 bad only to accept the Nawaub Vizier’s own statements, and to 
concur in what Ire chose to .say was his wish. It was solely incumbent on me 
not to let the European gentlemen labour under an imputation, which I 
conscientiously believe they have in no shape merited. The laxity with which 
the accusation was hazarded cannot be estimated better than hy the following 
fact. Mr. Dc L’Etang was charged by the Nawaub Vizier with having acted 
in concert with Captain McLeod, Mr. Law, and Mr. Clarke, in this conspiracy. 
Each of tliose gentlemen has declared in tire most solemn manner, that he never 
conversed with Mr. De L'Etang on the subject, or was aware that Mr. De 
L’Etang was privy to it. I mentioned this to Major Baillie, who answered that 
he irelieved their assertion to be strictly true ; adding, “ I believe the Nawaub 
‘‘ has been sorry to have incurred tire expense of inviting Mr. De L’Etang into 
“ his service, and lays bold of this excuse to get rid of him.” 'fhe circumstance 
affords an impressive commeirt on tire rest of the transaction. 

The last conference which I bad with the Vizier was on the evening of tlie 
lOih of November, and the sabstance of it is fully detailed in my answer 
dated 12th November to the Vizier’s paper marked No. 32. 

It will be perceived from some expressions in the above detail, that I was not 
altogether satisfied with Major Baillie. There certainly were particulars which 
1 found reason to censure, and others on which I suspected disaf^robation ought 
to rest. 1 had, however, ki candour to make allowance for tlie position of 
estrangement with the late Nauaub Vizier into which Major BaiJIie luid na- 
turally sliddeo, through his efforts to carry points unpalatable to the Nam'aub 
under the injunction of Government^ and 1 bad to regard as almost unavoidable 
the little effusions of spleen which sometioies tinged their intercourse. Nor 
was it to be too rigidly condemned, if Major Baillie, on the accession of the new 
Nawaub, trespassed beyond due discretion on the gratitude which he supposed 
himself to have excited, and inconsiderately allowed some of bis own spedal 
followers to accept service with his Excellency on excessive salarin. Major 
Baillie has solemnly denied that he in any mamier influeiBced the Vizier in tlie 
choice of the sons of Mirza Jafer for offices in his Exceilency's hontehoid, and 
I of course give full credit to the assertion : but 1 peranaded that they ww 
alone selected under a belief that their employment would gratify Major BaiUie, 
and that they were subsequently retained under an apprehension that dietr dis- 
ch^ge would excite his displeasure; Althpu^ I adtofr, tbare^^# Maw 
Baillie did not employ any active inffuenoe to pwvail on ti^ Viaka' to peOTiflC 
for those persons, still adverting to the aotnal time aa4 'circn«sta^i of t»c 
transaction and to the plain and obvious motive of the measure on the port or 
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the Vioiery ,fhe«^eets«f it on )iis. aued u«fB tlteeamtae if Jill^r BatUie bad Bengal Pditlcal 

actuallj^ urged him to appoint them. On the other band waa to be set off the 7 

ineritorioiua zeal of Major Bailiie in proaecuting the dbjects of Government, and _L. 

the consideration that his removal would irn{dj an tmlimittxl esteot of dissatis- Govemor-Gancral's 

faction. Strict instructions tuirred his future aberrations, and the Nawaub 

Vizier had to so gratified with the written answer to his requests, the purport 

of which I intimated to him on our parting interview, that I could then justly 

require he should support his professions in favour of Major Baillie by mani^tiog 

to that gentleman thorough reliance. 

SiOUi November 1814. (Signed) Moira. 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received 10th December 1814.) from^e Vizier 
After expressing to yonr Excellency my earnest desire lor the happiness of a 
personal meeting, which is the chief wish of my heart, 1 proceed to acknowledge 
the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, enclosing a paper of answers to my propo- 
sitions under your seal and signature, the perusal of the gracknis contents of 
whicli afiTorded me satisfaction and delight. May the Almighty ever pre- 
serve your Lordship with this kind disposition on the scat of dignity and power, 
for in that I contemplate the stability of my affairs. Your Lordship has written 
that I should either adopt tlie plan of reform suggested by the British Govern- 
ment, or communicate to your Lordship without delay any other plan whicli I 
may myself have to propose. Postponing iny answers to the other points discussed 
in your Lordship’s paper, together with the observations with which I consider 
it to be necessary to accompany tliem to a future opportunity, I shall content 
myself on the present occasion with stating to your Lordship that I accept 
the plan proposed by the British Government with pleasure and sincerity of 
beait. 1 have accordingly directed the re^ctable Moaturaud-ood-Dowlah 
Syyud Mohummud Khan (Agha Meet) and Rajah Dya-Krishen to carry the 
plan into effect, with tlie advice and assistance of Major Baillie, instructing them 
to inform themselves of all tl<(' details of the plan from him, and to introduce 
^ the new system uitlMUt delay. Those Miaistere will execute my orders, 
and your Lordship’s plan will be carried into effect with the utmost practicable 
expwition. 1 request your Excellency to be perfectly at ease on this point. 

My answers to the other points, and the observations which 1 may have to make 
on the subject of them, will be cocnmunicatecl to your lordship hereafter. 

A true translation : 

fSigned) G. Swinton, 

Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter 

Sir : from Secretary to 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 9 of the 6th Government, 
instant,* and to communicate to you the following observations in reply. 

S. The unqualified acquiescence of the Vizier in the plan of reform submitted 
to bis father by the British Government, and his promise that it shall be carried 
into effect without delay, is highly gratifying to the Governor-General, and his 
Lordship concludes that you will have taken the proper steps, in concert with ids 
Excellency’s Government, to renew the measures which were formerly in progress. 

It is superfluous to repeat the injunctions which 1 have already bad occasion to 
convey to you, by order of the Governor-General, on this subject. 

3. The Governor-General purposes to reply in the terms of the enclosed draft 
to the letter from his Excellency the Vizier, announcing his acquiescence in the 
reform, and his Lordship's letter wUl be transmitted to you by tl» Persiah 
Secretary I. 

4. The measure adopted by Ids Excellency, relative to the police of the 
Hoaourable Company's cUstnets adjoining the fomtiers of Otide, is ateo highly 
Mti^ctoiw to Im Lordship, who approves entirely the tenor of the orders to the 
ViziePs o&corsi drawn by you at his ExceHeocy's request, and trusts that the 

measure 

* Vide pages 931 to 934. 
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Bffogki'Poj^ca] measure now adopted will be so effectual as to preclude th^ necessity of rCeottin 

Coiuultiuions, to Others. 

7 Mar. 1815. 

. 5. The fifth and «xth paragraphs of your despatch require no particuh 

Wter remark. 

froi|i Secretary to 

(Jovernmciit, g. Hig Lordship suspends any observations or instructions relative to the -ca* 
of Rumzaun Alee Khan, until he shall receive the letter which his Excellency th 
Vizier states it to be his intention to address to him on the subject. 1 he tenc 
of your discourse on this point to Agha Meer is approved by his Lordship. 

7. Your report relative to the general conduct of the Ministers is very satij 
factory, and 3'OH are at liberty to assure them that while they conduct theniselve 
in a manner befitting their relation to their own Sovereign and to the Britis 
Government and its representatives, they will always receive the countenance ani 
support of the Governor-General. II is Excellency participates in the regre 
expressed by you that the Ministers are e.xposed to counteraction from the subor 
dinate officers and Moonshees. His Lordship will approve of your taking ever 
favourable opportunity of pointing out to the Vizier the importance of giving ti 
the Ministers the requisite control and authority over all tne subordinate officer 
of the Government, to enable them to execute the functions of their office lo 
which they are responsible. His Lordship relies on your executing this task in , 
manner which shall not occasion dissatisfaction in the mind of the Vizier, ani 
render his Miuisteis the objects of his jealousy and dislike. 

8. It is considered by his Lordship to be very desirable that the salaries an* 
appointments of the Ministers should be placed on a respectable and even libera 
footing. The Goveinor-Gcneial is not piejiared to state an opinion respcctin| 
the quantum of allowance which it may be pioper to assign to the Paishcar aiu 
Dewan rcspectivelj, but his Loidsbip authorizes you to bring the subjee 
generally under the consideration of the Vizier, as a question of some importancf 
to the dignity and icspcctability of his Government. 

9 . The contents of paragraphs 10 to 13 inclusive do not require any par 
ticuiar observation. Your conduct with respect to the Nawaub’s bioilier 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, is prudent and judicious ; and a similar proceeding in othci 
cases of the kind must ultimately satisfy his Excellency, that no such dispositioi 
to support his brothers against his authority exists in the mind of the Governor- 
General, as be seems to infer from the tenor of the observations respecting them 
in his Lordship's reply to tlie Vizier’s paper. 

10. Tlie Governor-General is happy to learn the cordiality which subsists 
between his Excellency tlie Vizier and you; and he trusts that, by a judicious 
improvement of that favourable temper, you will secure the confitlence ot his 
Excellency in such a manner, as to ensure his willing and unreserved resort to 
your advice ami support on all occasions of difficulty and importance. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Seharunpore, (Signed) J. AD.Asr, 

29th December lb 14. Secretary to the Government. 


Letter from 
Goyernor-Utneral. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 29th December 1814.) 


I have been gratified by the receipt of your Excellency’s friendly letter, in 
which you are pleased to express your satisfaction at the tenor of my written reply 
lo the paper delivered to me by your Excellency at Lucknow, and, postponing 
the discussion of the other subjects adverted to in my reply, are pleased to 
express your entire concurrence and ac(|uie6cence in the plan of reform recoiH' 
mended by the British Government, and your resolution to carry it into imme- 
diate effect with the advice and assistance of Major Baillic. 


This information ha* afforded roe a degree of pleasure proportioned to the 
firmness of my conviction of the eminent advantage to your Excellency 
interests, which the plan in question is calculated to produce*' Yon may rely 
the aealou.s and earnest endeavours of Major Baillie to givb effect to a plan, the 

adoption 
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adoption of wbicly'is so wortby of your EKceilency’s wisdom, and of your 
enlightened regard for the welfare and happiness of your people. 


I earnestly exhort your Excellency to persevere to the completion of this 
important work. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 


List of Enclosures in a Letter from the Right Honourable theGovemor-General. 

Enclosures in a Letter to his Excellency the Vice-President in Council from the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, dated 29th December 1814 : 

A. Copy of a Translation of a Letter from the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlab, 
received 3d November 1814. 

B. Ditto ditto to ditto, written 9th November 1814. 

C. Copy of a Letter to the Agent of the Governor-General at Benares, dated 
llih November 1814. 

D. Ditto of Letters to the Magistrate of Jounpore and Elahabad, dated 1 Ith 
November 1814. 

£. Ditto of ditto to Resident at Lucknow, dated 1 1th November. 

F. Ditto of a Translation of a Paper delivered to the Governor-General by the 
Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlab, 11th October 1814. 

No. 1. Ditto of a Translation of a Paper No. 1, delivered to the Governor- 
General by the Nawaub Vizier, 13th October 1814. 

2. Copy of a Translation of a Paper No. 2, delivered to the Governor-General 
by the Nawaub Vizier, 26th October 1814. 

3. Mr. Ricketts’ Report of his Conference with the Vizier. 

4. Copy of a Translation of a Paper No. 3, delivered to Mr. Ricketts by his 
Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 3 1st October 1814. 

5. Copy of a Translation of a Paper No. 4, delivered by his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier to the Governor-General, at a Conference held on the evening 
of the 31st October 1814. 

6. Report of a Message from the Vizier to Mr. S win ton and Mr. Adam, de- 
livered by Agha Meer. 

7. Report of a Conference held by Mr. S win ton and Mr. Adam with the 
Vizier, at his Excellency’s request, 2d November 1814. 

8. Copy of a Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 2d November 1814. 

9. Instructions from the Right Honourable the Governor-General to Mr. 
Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, dated 3d November 1814. 

10. Report of a Conference held by Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. 
Swinton, with his Excellency the Vizier, on the 4th November 1814. 

1 1. Copy of a Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 4tb November 1814. 

12. Ditto ditto ditto, dated 7th ditto. 

13. Ditto ditto to ditto, written 8th November 1814. 

14. Ditto of Letters to Captain McLeod, J. Law, Esq., and M. De L’Etaog, 
dated 8 th November 1814. 

15. Ditto of Substance of a Communication from bis Excellency the Vizier to 
the Governor-General. 

*16. Ditto of a Letter to J. H. Clarke, Esq., dated 8th November 1814. 

11 D 17. Copy 


Bengal Political 
Conaaltatiou, 

7 Mar. 1815. 


Endosure*. 
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J7. Copy of a Letter from Captain McLeod, dated 9th November 1814. 

YMar. I8W.' 18. Ditto of a ditto from J. H. Clarke, £sq., dated ditto ditto. 

Snthmm. 1 9 . Ditto of a ditto firoth J. Law, Esq., dated 10th ditto. 

50. Ditto of a ditto from M. De L'Etang, dated 8th ditto. 

51. Majdr Baiilie’s Memorandum, dated 9th November 1814. 

8S. Captain McLeod’s ditto 

53. Major Baiilie’s ditto, dated 1 1th November. 

54. Copy of a Letter to Captain McLeod, dated ISth ditto. 

Si. Dittp of a ditto to J. H. Clarke, Esq., ditto ditto. 

56. Ditto of a ditto to J. Law, Esq., ditto ditto. 

57. Ditto of a ditto to M. De L’Etang, ditto ditto. 

58. Ditto of a ditto to Major Baillie, ditto ditto. 

29. Ditto of a Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 9th November. 

SO. Ditto of a ditto of a Paper enclosed in the foregoing Letter. 

31. Ditto of a Letter to his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier written 12th 
November 1814. 

32. Copy of the Vizier’s Propositions, with the Governor-General’s Answer, 
dated ISth November. 

33. Ditto of instructions to Major Baillie, dated 12th November. 

.34. Paper of Observations by the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
stating clearly his Excellency’s views of the extraordinary transactions to which 
they relate. 

35. Copy of a Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 10th December. 

S6. Ditto of a Letter to the Resident at Lucknow, dated 29th December. 

37. Ditto of a Letter to his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, written 29th 
December. 

38. List. 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 

Ordered, That the following despatch from Mr. Secretary Adam be here 
recorded. 

Letter from To J. MoncktoD, Esq., Acting Secretary to tlie Government in the Political 

Secretary Department, 

to Government. , 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, the accom|)anying copy of a letter addressed this day, 
under the authority of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Govemon- 
General, to tlio Resident at Lucknow. 

1 have, &c- 

Camp, Nureela, (Signed) J. Auaji, 

26th January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 
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To J. iBailUe, Esq. Resident «t Lucknow. 

Sir: 

1* The Governor-General deeming it to be proper that copies of all the docu- 
\ents relating to his Excellency’s proceedings at the Court of Lucknow should 
recorded in the office of the Resident, 1 am instructed to transmit to you the 
^ ys specified in the enclosed list, omitting only those of which copies are 
already in your possession. 

2. The contents of the papers themselves are for the most part already known 
to you from the personal communications held with you at Lucknow, and 
together with the observations contained in the papers recorded by the Governor- 
General, render any additional remarks on the subject unnecessary in this place. 

9. In communicating these documents, however, the Governor-General directs 
me to observe, that whatever view he took of those parts of your proceedings 
which have formed the subject of remark, he was always impressed with the 
fullest conviction of your zeal for the honour and interests of the Government 
and for the uelfare of the Vizier, as well as of the talents and industry with 
which you pursued those objects. The Governor-General retains the firmest per- 
suasion that your future conduct will be no less governed by those principles, while 
he trusts that a strict adherence to those rules which have been prescribed for 
the regulation of your intercourse with the Vizier, will effectually preclude the 
recurrence of such feelings as those in which the transactions adverted to in the 
accompanying papers originated. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Nureela, (Signed) J. Adam, 

S6th January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice-President 

in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of tivusmitting, for your Excellency in Council's informa- 
tion, the enclosed duplicate of a despatch, which I have this day addressed to 
his ihcoellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

fith December 1814. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K.G., Governor- 

General, &c. See. &c. 

My Lord : 

1. Your Lordship’s original letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, 
containing your Lordship’s answers to the Vizier’s paper of requests was 
received from the Persian Secretary on the 30th ultimo, and I had the honour 
of presenting it to the Vizier on the morning of the 3d instant. 

2. His Excellency desired me to read and explain to him in their order the 
answers to his several requests, and he appeared to be perfectly satisfied with the 
tenor of all the answers. 

3. With a reference to the second, third, and fourth articles, his Excellency 
assured me repeatedly tliat the plan of a reform of his administration in the 
departments of revenue and police, which had been recommended by the British 
Government to his father, was the best in his own estimation, had his cheerfuil 
and cordial concurrence, and should be carried into effect without delay. With 
regard to the police of the Honourable Company’s districts which border on the 
territory of the Vizier, his Excellency repeated his offer to issue the must positive 
orders to all the officers of. bis Government to comply, without a reference ta 
himself, with all applications from our Magistrates and from their subordinate 
officers, for the seizure of offemiers hading refuge in any district of Imb docni* 
nioQs ; and his Excellency further desired me to prepare and sobmikto him a 
draft of the necessary instmetione on thiv subject 
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4. I have accordingly transmitted to his Excellency a draft of instructions 
to h'ls officers, whiph.bis Exoeileaey l»as been pletased ' to npprbve. ao^'lt has 
fiince been issued under his seal « A copy of the document itf* qtitlsiSon is 
submitted fofi^your Lordship’s perusal ; and in the case of its faifhre ^om- 
pl'tsh the just purposes of our Government, 1 shall be prepared to subtnit to the 
Vizier the ultimate proposition which is sugmsted in the ninth paragraph of my 
instructions, and to which, in that case, 1 should hope that his Ex^nenOy will 
be induced to accede. 

With the tenor of your Lordship's answers to the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
articles of requests on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, bis Exoetlency 
appeared and expressed himself to be highly gratified and pleased. His Excel- 
lency added, that the terms of them fulfilled bis highest expectations from 
your Lordship’s friendship and regard. ' 

6 , The dismission of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan from the presence and 
councils of the Vizier, and his departure to the district under liis charge, were 
reported in my despatch of the 29th ultimo. His Excellency the Vizier has since 
frequently complained to me of the Hukeem's neglect and inattention, and seems 
now to l)e as much dissatisfied as he was formerly pleased with the services of 
this intriguing favourite of his father. 

7- With respect to Rumzaun Alee Khan the Vizier did not conceal his dis- 
appointment at the extensive purport of the terms in which this peison has been 
recommended to his favour. To the regular pay^ment of the stipend of Rumzaun 
Alee Khan, at the rate which was formeily fixed for him, his Excellency had no 
hesitation in repeating his cheerful assent, and the provision which he had 
recently made for the payment of all the pensions of dependants on the British 
Government, including Ramzaun Alee Khan, was intended by his Excellency, 
he observed, to prevent discussions, in future, tegarding claims of every descrip- 
tion on the part of persons entitled, or who might consider themselves as entitled 
to the interference of our Government in their behalf : but yotir Lordship’s recom- 
mendation of Rumzaun Alee Khan, in the article under discussion, was extended, 
his Excellency remarked, very far beyond the payment of his stipend, and involved 
the employment of that person in offices about his Excellency’s person, or in his 
household, for which he could not but deem Rumzaun Alee Khan to be unfit, 
and in which, as he could never agree to employ him, he did not consider him 
as entitled to their emoluments, nor to any compensation for those emoluments, 
which indeed had never been fixed, and it was impossible now to ascertain. His 
Excellency further observed, that he did not consider the continuance of 
Rumzaun Alee Khan in employment to form a part of your Lordship's recom- 
mendation at the conference of the 10th ultimo ; and, under this view of the 
case, he deemed it necessary, and expressed his lesolution to addiess your 
Lordship on the subject, in the expectation, from your Lordship’s friendship, 
that the interference of the British Government might be limited to the object 
of securing the payment of Humzaum Alee Khan’s established allowances. 

8. I replied to his Excellency’s observations on this article merely in general 
terms, and we passed on to the remaining points of discussion in the paper under 
your Lordship’s signature and seal. 

9. With reference to the conduct of the Ministers recently appointed in carry- 
ing on the details of the administratration, and particularly the measures of 
reform, 1 took advantage of the opportunity afforded by his Excellency’s express- 
ing his approbation of those persons t» suggest the propriety of their being vested 
with a greater degree of authority than they appeared to me to possess. The 
Ministers had frequently complained to me of the inattention of some subordinate 
officers to their orders, and particularly of an injurious delay in the application 
of the seals of the Government to the letters, mandates, and passports, which 
Uiey were in the daily habit of preparing and submitting to bis Excellracy, and 
which his Excellency had generally approved in the first instance, thdugh the 
issue of them had been afterwards prevented or delayed. The Vizier acquieiced |n 
the necessity of supporting and establishing the authority of the Mlnistera over the 
Moonsheesand all subordinate officers of bis OoTemment; but he either didnpt 
comprehend, or was not inclined to comply with my hint, that the seaU of the 
Government should he committed to the charge of his Mhitelers, or that tbiar 
should have authority for the application of their owti. The salarfoi or emoltir 
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< meotn of tbe hove not yet been fixed be his lb(eelteiM^» end as his 

Exoel^e^ has never tiientioMd the sidgect tome, 1 have btt(ier#1»ought it my 
sLwUneacen^ltatice with the repeated solicitations of AglM Mecr, that 
I^Kmilfil bru^ the question to his Excelhnc^’s notice^ It is a ^estbii* liowevur, 
or considerable im|>ortanee in my opinion, and one on which I could wish to be 
favoured with a coimminicatioti of your LMdshqi’s semkiieuts and conMtMhtds, at 
as early a period as may be practicable. 

. 10. The Visier, afiter hearing with attention your Lordship's observations and 
assurances on the paper of requests which he delivered to your Lordship at Cawn- 
por^ and bad subsequently recalled at this station, expressed and seemed to 
mel some regret, that a few of those remarks had been recorded. With a 
reference to the two first, he declared that they were highly gratifying to his 
mind, and demonstrative of the cordial friendship and regard which your Lord> 
ship had uniformly professed for him. With particular reference to your Lord* 
ship's remark on the subject of the dismission of such of his Excellency’s 
domestic servants as were obnoxious to him, I thought it my duty to enquire if 
bis Excellency meant to dismiss the four sons of Mirza Jater, whose original 
introduction into bis sewice, tiiongh a spontaneous act of his own, and totally 
uninfluenced by my su^estion, iiad, 1 understood, been ascribed to my advice, 
and whose allowances, as recently reported to me, were such as I could never 
have approved. His Excellency replied to my inquiry, that three of the sons of 
Mirza J&fer were actually discharged from bis service, but tliat he wished to 
retain Mirza Alee, on a salary inferior to that which had been formerly talked of 
among his servants, and probably reported to me. 

1 1. On perusing the third, fourth, fifth, ^'fid sixth observations of your Lord- 
ship's paper of remarks on the retracted requests of the Vizier, which relate to 
the condition and allowances of his Excellency's younger brothers, 1 perceived, 
or thought that 1 perceived, some signs of disquiet in his mind ; and his 
Excellency convinced me that 1 was right, by expressing bis uneasiness on the 
subject lie observed, that your Lordship’s remarks seemed to him to imply a 
desire on the part of your Lordship, tantamount to an obligation on iiis own part 
for the continuance of all the provisions to his younger brothers on the scale which 
had been recently fixed by their father, and which his Excellency could not lielp 
considering as unnecessarily large. He did not, however, announce to me the reso- 
lution, nor do I infer from what passed that he entertains the design, of reducing 
the allowances of any of his brothers for the present. What appeared to disturb 
his Excellency was the idea of his being bound, or considered by your Lord- 
ship to be bound, to continue those allow'ances without deduction, and the con- 
sequent fear of the diminution of his power and authority over his brothers. 

1€. Nuseer-ood'Dowlah, in particular, 1 apprehend has become the object of 
his Excellency’s displeasure ; for I have had a number of letters and verbal appli- 
cations from Nuseer-ood-Dowlah of late, and though 1 have taken every prac- 
ticable step to discourage those applications in future, by referring them without 
remark .to the Vizier, and informing the brother that I had done so, 1 have not 
yet suedeeded to my wish in convincing Nuseer-ood>DowIab of my determina- 
tion to avoid, interfering in his behalf, and of the necessity of his paying implicit 
submission to the will of his brother and Sovereign. 

15. Shums-ood-DowIah’s departure to Benares has been already reported to 
your Lordship. The Vizier has promised to refund the arrears of his brother's 
allowance which were issued from my treasury. But his Excellency’s conduct to 
^hums-ood-Dowlah in other respects, and particularly the measure of tuking 
possession of hUr late dwelling-house on the morning after his departure, has not 
tiden such as I could approve. Ttie question of calling Shums-ood-Dowlah to 
an account for the sums deposited with him by his father, is of course totally at 
by the departure of Shuins-ood-Dowlah for Benares; but with a reference to 
Nusepr-ood-DowUh, and the khass muhl, the Vizier seemed to me to regict tlie 
hitroductlon of your' Lordship's remarks on the iuexpedience or impracticability 
of resumii^, from them the amount of Uie sums deposited by bis father. At 
the sfuh^ time, I do not apprehend that his Excellency will adopA any xitasures 
ot* tigowr ot harshness tor the recovery of the monies in question. An appa- 
^tly cordial reconciliation haS been recently brought about by the Minister, 
Mbatomud-ood-DowIab, between the Vizier and his stepmother and her son. 

11 E 14. On 
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14>», Qto your X«rdliEHp’s rei^^foing pHtenDikioos Ktmfrltf ti||ihi.Bil»ilewat, 
the Vizier were demonstrative of emire sitW&ttk)®. HealtyN 
- vatioa respecting personal intercourse Ibetween blihself and the EesidtM . 
terms of extraordinary friendship for me> and entreated most earnesd#^ lubd' 
from ^'ukiMcas repeatedly that I Would not consider bis former expressions ott this SAi^flct d» 
uekaowt referring^ in the remomst degree, to the frequency of nay visits, ^H9bh had wr«|r 
liecii a source of the highest gratification, as well as of confidence to his miad». 
and which he begged might never suffer diminution. He then entered into a 
profusion of protestations of his innocence with a reference io the contents of 
a paper, which he trusted that 1 had not seen and would blot from my menmiy 
for ever. 1 replied in appropriate terms, and in a manner calculated to imp'r^ 
his Excellency with a belief that I had never seen, or bad ceased entirely to” 
think of, the paper to which he referred, and of all occurrences connected with 
it. Our conference of the 3d in&tant broke up with reciprocal assurances of 
fiienclship, and w’ith a piomise on the part of his Excellency that the reform 
should recommence without delay. 

15. Towards the evening of the day of our conference I had a message from 
bis Excellency by his Minister, descriptive of the increMpd uneasiness and con*! 
cern which he had felt on a more attentive perusal onibe ot^ervatioas in the- 
paper delivered to him, having reference to Ru.mzann Alee Klian and to the 
stipends of his younger brothers. The Minister was instructed to announce to 
me his Excellency’s intention of preparing a letter to your Lordship’s address on 
those subjects, and to solicit my advice and assistance in framing the letter to 
\our Loidship, as w'ell as my good offices to obtain for it your Lordship's favour-* 
able consideration and an early and .Satisfactory reply. 


16. I explained to Agha Meer without reserve, and I desired him to state to 
his Excellency, the high sense which I entertained of the service rendered by 
Rumzaun Alee Khan to our Government, as well as to the Vizier, on the night 
of the demise of his father, in communicating that event immediately to me, 
and concealing it from every other person till my arrival at the palace. I added 
my conviction, that your Lordship’s recommendation of Rumzaun Alee Khan, 
as conveyed by the terms of the paper under your Lordship's signature and 
seal, must have proceeded on a due consideration of the merits of the person 
recommended, and of the just claims which he possessed to bis Excellency’s 
favour and kindness. That if Rumzaun Alee Khan held no office of emolument, 
nor any allowance beyond his pension at the period of the Vizier’s accession to 
the musnud, the terms of your Lordshi])’s recommendation ought not to give 
uneasiness to his Excellency, since he might be assured that neither your Lord- 
ship nor I would ever be disposed to countenance or give encouragement to 
unreasonable pretensions on the part of any of his Excellency’s servants^ and 
far less to require their employment or continuance in office contrary to his 
Excellency’s desire. Under all the circumstances of the case, I advised the 
minister to dissuade his Excellency, if possible, from addressing your Lordship 
on this subject, and at all events to exclude the discussion of this question from 
his Excellency’s first letter to your Loidship, which it seemed indispensable to 
transmit without delay, for the purpose of satisfying your Lordship with a refe- 
rence to the question of reform. 


17. The Minister seemed to feel the propriety of my remarks, and promised 
to use his best endeavours to obtain from the Vizier, without delay, a djlMinct 
declaration of his acquiescence in the system of reform which had been reewn' 
raetided by our Government to his father, and bad commenced on his accesskia 
to the musnud. The success of Agha Meer’s representations was demonstrate 
yesterday, by my receipt of a letter frona his Excellency to your Lordsbift 
expressive of his unqualified assent to the reform, and his resolution io 
it into effect with my advice and concurrence. i ^ , 


18. I shall forward his Excellency's letter to your Lordlb^'s Fswiaa SMttWtwy 
by the mail of diis evening ; and 1 have the bOoour to ftc. 

Lucknow Residency, (Sigwd> 

iQidI December 1814. Rewleats. 

/ 
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jr Awcns, Sn^, on the Frowticr. Bengal P«IM 

ot IrienMip and amltjt bijlween ibd Shtfwnihfe Ccojoh 
pa^% am^ thia ar?? estwliabed in such a degree, that iSie; enemies nf* ' ”*^‘*”*^ 

eiti^ Governments and aJ'l nobfic offenders against either, are alike the enemies Letter 
of ppUliH the ^izure and punishment of such offenders alike the interest of from Rendent st 
bo^ i 4^4 understood by the Prese.tce, that notwilfhstandbg repeated Lucknow, 

and most positive injunctions to the contraiy, a number of fugitives and ou^wa 
from, the British territory, finding refuge and protection in this countiy, commit 
outrages and depredations in the Honourable Company's districts, and when 
pursued evmie uie punishment of their crimes by being protected by the 
Zemindars in my country, and notwithstanding the instructions which were issued 
on the 20th of February 1813, authorizing all commanding-officers of British 
trohps stationed in the frontier districts of the territory of the Presence, on their 
receiving authentic intelligence fiom the Magistrates of contiguous districts in 
the British dominions of the concealment of a rebel, marauder, or other public 
offender, in any villdge or place in the vicinity of the station which they com- 
mand, to march promptly and suddenly, without previous communication, with 
any one, to the place of the delinquent’s concealment, and seize and secure his 
perion, still none of the iM|»ui'es above specified have had hitherto the effect which 
wastiesired. Therefore, tocI in consideration of the firm friendship and unity 
subsisting between the two States, it is now determined and agreed to, and you 
are most strictly eniorned, that whenever a magistrate, collector, or subordinate 
officer of Police of any of the frontier districts in the Honourable Company’s 
territory, shall hereafter make application to you for the seizure of any ofi'ender, 
or shall send a person or party to your Elaka to point out ahd seize a delinquent, 
you do, immediately on receiving such application from the magistrate, collec- 
tor, or Thannadar, or on the airival of a person or peisons to point out and seize 
the offender, without awaiting the orders of the Government or making any refer- 
ence to the Presence, seize and deliver over the offender to the magistrate or 
other officer who may require him, and that, on ho account, you molest or 
impede tlie persons who may be sent, in their endeavours to apprehend offenders. 

Considering these as the positive orders of the Presence, pay implicit obe- 
dience to the same. 

A true translation: 

(Signed) J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmoustone, Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of 
a letter which I have addressed to the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
and Political Department, in answer to that officer’s despatch* of the 26th of 
January last. 

, I have, &c. 

,!Cqcknowt (Signed) J. Baillib, 

Sd March 1815. Resident. 

To J. Adam, Esq Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 

Sir: 

1. 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 26th 
ultimo, received on the 1 Stb instant, containing copies of documents relating 
to tlw proceedings of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
at Lnebaow, and, conveying his Lordship's command that those documents be 
reewded in this office. 

2. The contents 'of a number of the papers which I have now had the bontw 

of recriviiig were either totally unknown to me, or had been very euraorily 
perused during his Lordship’s stay at this capital ; and you are aw’are that tM 
twie to me Cor tire. perusal of any of the documents having 

refesence to lay awotprooeedinga, or to the retracted complaints of the Vizier, 
was top ^h<^rt to ad^it of my submilting tlrose remarks on the tubjeht of 
tbeqii wjdd/) Uieir nature suggested to my mind. 

Jr. louder 

« Vide page 931. 
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*3en|a) 5. Under these circumstances, I propose, with tlie aaoe^ of B^t 

7*lSw Honourable the Governor-General, as indeed I consider it to be- mjr dirt^, to 

' * submit for his Z^ordship^s consideration at some future period of Idsur^ ^ state- 

ment of circumstances and facts, which appear to my jut^ment to be cafculeted 
to exhibit the recent transactions at Lucknow in a different Mint of view fr^ 
that which his Lordship has taken of them in his Minute of tiie of Kovon- 

ber last.* 

I have^ &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baillie, 

28tfa Februaiy 1815. Resident. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLFTICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Dated 3d November 1815. 


Letter To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
from Resident at Department. 

Lucknow. gif . 

1. In pursuance of the intention announced to yont^by my letter of the fiSth 
February last, I proceed to submit for consideration ^Uch remarks as appear to 
be calculated to exhibit in a correct point of view, the extraordinaiy transactions 
which took place during the Governor-Generars personal intercourse with the 
Vizier at Cawnpore, and in his Excellency’s capital. Fur this purpose, it is 
indispensable that 1 recall to particular notice some facts and circumstances, 
having reference to periods considerably more remote than any that are men- 
tioned in the documents which relate to the recent transactions. 


2. It is known to all the Members of the Government, and established by 
proofs upon record, that for a period of more than three years after my arrival 
at tlie Court of Lucknow, the greatest cordiality subsisted between the late 
Vizier and myself, and that his Excellency demonstrated his regard for me by a 
number of friendly observances, unprecedented with regard to any of my pre- 
decessors in office, more especially by a public entertainment, extensive Hlumi- 
nations and fireworks, and a liberal donation to my physician, on the occasion of 
my recovery from an illness in the beginning of the year 1808. Ills Excel- 
lency is known to have observed to several persons of his Court, with a reference 
to my language and deportment, that I was the only Englishman he had known, 
with the exception of one, now a member of the Supreme Council, who could 
address a native of rank, and could reason with or write to him on subjects oo 
which they differed in opinion, without forgetting, or appearing to forget, those 
expressions and observances of respect, that manner of kindness and conciliation, 
ao peculiarly gratifying to natives, and which his Excellency felt and appreciated 
in a very remarkable degree. 

3. This perfect cordially, which had subsisted between the late Vizier and 
myself, began to suffer some interruption from discussions which I was instructed 
to hold with him on the suited of a reform in bis Government towards the end 
of the year 1810. The reform was however agreed to, with seeming cordiali^ 
on his part, after a lung and most arduous discussion, in the month of Aprtt 
181 l,t when his Excellency, attended by me, proceeded on a hunting excursion. 

4. Shortly after our departure from the capital, and before any of the measures 
of reform which his Excellency had solemnly agpred to could be rtrrietf into 
effect as intended, his Excellency was unfortunately joined by his AumH of 
Kbyrabad and Mohumdie, Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, the undoubted and 
unquestionable source of every untoward occurrence that has since taken piece 
at Lucknow. . I shall not suspend my narration by describing the character of 
Hukeem Mehdee. I believe it to be intrinsically bad ; and I have bad reason to 
suspect the Hukeem of disaffection to the interests of our Government, noltmly 
from a retrospect of bis proceedings, as recorded by ray predecessor in ottee, but 
also from a number of circumstances that have fallra underTny own observation. 


• Vide piige 919. 

t Sec deepatrh to the Chief Secretary, of Stb April 1811, JMB* 
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as well with a reference to tlie refoini, as to other points of subordinate moment Bengal 
'tt^iloh hivh'bhiii a^ta^d beCtYeon the two States duiing the period of my ComultadoAst 
tfeaidewee^ti'tlds Couft* That the late Vizier w'as himself disinclined to a reform s Nov. IBIS. 
'B^hna* O^^nmeut, more p'articularly in the revenue branch of it, as hostile L^r 
to sMliiteary taxation and detitructive or his avaricious views, is in iny ophajon not ih>m Reiudentat 
tothe«^stioqed ; but his Excellency was perfectly aware of the just aod irre- Lucknow, 
fragamie natb'i'e of the grounds on which a reform of his aclministradoii ]was 
recommended to him by the British Government, in its legitimate character of 
his adviser, and his knowledge of general policy was too limited, his acquaintance 
with revenue matters too confined, to admit of his opposing with success, or 
even Witti specious objections, the arguments in favour of a leform which 1 was 
instructed to use to him. 

5. The versatile talents, intriguing disposition, and acknowledged ability as a 
revenue officer of Hukeem Mehdee, peculiarly qualified him for the situation of 
adviser and assistant to the Vizier, in his object of frustrating or impeding the 
just views of our Government by clandestine or underhand means, after he had 
failed in opposing them by argument. Among the first of Hukeem Mehdee's 
devices to frustrate the views of our Government was an attempt to excite 
personal enmity on the p|irt of the Vizier towards me, by impressing his Excei- 
icuoy with a belief that the reform of his Government was an object exclusively 
my own, with the view of increasing my influence and establishing my reputation 
in Oude, to tiie prejudice of his Excellency’s authority as well as to his personal 
loss ; that the Government had supported my measures to a certain extent from 
the urgency of my representations, but would soon relax in its support if his 
Excellency persisted in bis opposition ; and that ultimately my removal from 
office, as the consequence either of my failure to accomplish the object in view, 
or of his Excellency’s personal dislike to me, would relieve him entirely from the 
unpleasant discussion of reform, and establish his independent authority on a 
basis that could never be shaken by any future Resident at his Court, since the 
instance of my removal would deter future Residents from opposing him. 

6. Of the means of success to this device, the most natural to be pursued by 
Hukeem Mehdee was that of opening, or attempting to open, an indirect com- 
munication with some of the members or officers of our Government, and of 
obtaining or fabricating intelligence from Calcutta which might facilitate his 
practices on the Vizier,* A relaxation on the part of the Government, in its 
pursuit of the objects of reform, during the absence of Lord Minto from the 
Presidency, afforded some facilities to Hukeem Mehdee in the successful prose- 
cution of his design. 

7. Captain McLeod arrived at Lucknow in the month of March or April 1811; 
and a fact occurs to me to be stated with a reference to that gentleman, which 
is doubtless in his perfect recollection. Hukeem Mehdee w'as reported to roe to 
have opened a negotiation with Captain McLeod, through the medium of his 
Beugalee Sirkar, whom the Hukeem entertained, or proposed to entertain in his 
service, for the purpose of teaching him English, and some presents of incon- 
siderate value were brought to Captain McLeod by his Sirkar, as received 
through Hukeem Mehdee from the v izier. I cannot with confidence assert, 
vhetlier the first comunication on this subject was made by me to Captain 
McLeod, or by that gentleman to me. An intimacy, almost fraternal, had sub- 
sisted, l^tween Captain McLeod and myself, from the period of his arrival in India. 

He invited to pome to my house at Lucknow on the footing of a member 
of my ^rnily, i^nd appeared to consider himself as such. I should naturally have 
expected, Itave received from CaptainMcLeod the communication which is 

here referre4 1 oiay have made it to him in the first instance ; but 1 recollect 
thgt t^e comwuqiption wasfoUowi^ by a great deal of friendly advice upon my 
part, Which he professed to receive with gratitude and promised implicitly to follow. 

I warned him of theda^n,^er of even a seeming departure from the positive ordetti 
pf the Goverpment,^ whiph pi;o|ubit all intercouise or conversation of a peMtlckl 
'qatnre qptween TiTativc iPtiuc^Sjpr the^r dependants and the subjects of the firttish 
» , ^ Government, 

* See despatches to and from the Chief Secretary, of July, August, and September 1811. 
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9. Some native agents in Calcutta, employed by the Vizier or Hukeem Mchdee, 
were detected by me about the time of the occurrence above noticed ; and Lord 
Minto’s return to Fort-William shortly after, induced a revival of the question of 
reform at this Court,* with increased support to my proceedings and to the 
influence of my representative character. 

10. Tlie progress of the discussion respecting reform, though revived and 
conducted with zeal shortly after the return of Lord Minto, continued to meet 
with opposition on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, under the influence of 
the counsels of Hukeem Mehdee, and to be interrupted by a number of vexa- 
tious minor discussions arising from his Excellency’s disposition to oppress the 
dependants of our Government. Of these latter, the encroachments of his 
Excellency on the guaranteed rights of the Bhovv Begum, his oppression of her 
Highness’s dependants and the dependants of Almass Alec Khan, his unnatural 
conduct to the younger Begum who retired from his territory to Elahabad, his 
support of the elder son of llyder Beg Khan in his violation of the rights of the 
younger, whose cause had been espoused by our Government originally, in com- 
pliance with his Excellency’s rt(|uests, his manifest injustice to Alee Nuckee 
Khan, the head Moonshee of this Residency, and some other subordinate 
questions, had of necessity occasioned remonstrance on the part of the Govern- 
ment and its representative, which aflbrded a pretext to his Excellency for 
uithholding his attention from the reform, and gave rise to a spirit of personal 
animosity towards me, manifested by indiscriminate and perverse opposition to 
every suggestion which I offered, and indulged with the view as 1 believe, under 
the pernicious counsels of Hukeem Mehdee, of provoking me to personal dis- 
respect, which might be used as a handle for my removal. 

1 1. My official despatches to Lord Minto, and my private and ofTicial letters 
to the Chief Secretary to Government and yourself, during the whole of the 
year 1812, and a part of the ensuing year, illustrate the remarks which I have 
offered, and served to establish the inference that I have drawn from them, to 
the satisfaction of the Governor-General in Council, "f whose honourable con- 
fidence and support enabled me ultimately to triumph in the cause of Justice 
and truth, in vindication of the Honourable Company’s rights and of the honour 
and interests of the British nation in India, over his Excellency the Vizier and bis 
advisers ; nay, further, to satisfy the Vizier of the honour and integrity of my 
intentions, of my genuine regard for the true interests of his Government, and 
of my cordial friendship for himself, which lie acknowledged in a manner the 
niost solemn, before all the natives and English gentlemen of his Courts and con- 
firmed by an affectionate embrace in the presence of all bis courtiers, on the 
ad of October 1813.J; 

13. This apparent cordiality re-established between the late Vizier and myself, 
though unhappily but of short duration, was productive of some beneficial effects 
at the time, and bade fair for the happy accomplishment of a reform in the 

Government 

* See despatches fhun the Political Department, of 20th March, 8th May, and 26th of June 1812, 
pages 268, 282 and 298. 

•f Despatches from the Political Department, of 22d and 29th January, 6th and 26th March 
1813, vide pages 346, 354, 381 and 396. 

^ Sec despatch of 2d October 1813 to the Governor-General in Council, page 640. 


Government, with the exception of the Resident alone. I particnlarly cautioned 
him against Hukeem Mehdee, as a person of an intriguing disposition and the 
established enemy of our Government, and I concluded with suggesting, as a 
friend, the immediate suspension of all intercourse between Captain McLeod or 
his Sirkar and the Hukeeih. Captain McLeod, I have reason to believe, com- 
plied with my advice on that occasion, and his Sirkar was soon after discharged. 

8. It is not my intention, at present, to draw any inference from the fact 
which is above correctly related to the best of my recollection and belief, with a 
reference to Captain McLeod : yet it seems, in some measure, to give a key to 
the subsequent proceedings of that gentleman as distinctly related by himself, 
and is therefore deserving of notice. 
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Goveroment of Oucle, which would have transmitted the name of Saadut Ale^ 
with the love and gratitude of his people, to many succeeding ages. Hukeem' 
Mehdee, the enemy of reform, had been banished from his Excellency’s coun- 
cils, bad been treated as an enemy and a traitor, had on several occasions 
suffered personal chastisement and disgrace, and his sentence of banishment from 
Lucknow bad been passed as a natural and necessary consequence of bis Excel- 
lency’s reconciliation with me, and of the adjustment of all disputes between him 
and the British Government. 

1 3. The arrival of a new Governor-General and retirement of Lord Minto 
from the Government took place about the date of these occurrences. The 
effect of an event of this nature on the minds of the natives of India, cannot 
require to be described to any person conversant with the history of this country 
or acquainted with the character of the people. No native of India was more 
disposed than the late Vizier, no person better qualified than Hukeem Mehdee, 
to take advantage of such an event as this for the promotion of personal interests, 
the success of sinister designs. I feared, while I recorded in my despatches the 
unqualified assent of the Vizier to all the propositions of our Government, while 
I witnessed or heard the disgrace of his Excellency’s favourite Hukeem Mehdee, 
that the approaching change of the Government, though a change of names and 
not of measures, as I then fondly believed, would produce a retractation of the 
Vizier’s acquiescence in our views, and a return to his Excellency’s favour of his 
perfidious counsellor, Hukeem Mehdee. 

14. For the manner in which my fears were realized, for the cause of the 
Vizier’s retractation of all the assurances which he made to me, of the recall of 
Hukeem Mehdee to his councils, and of a conduct on the part of his Excellency 
more perverse than he had formerly pursued, I am enabled now to refer to a far 
more satisfactory explanation than any that I could formerly offer, in the narra- 
tive of Captain McLeod. 

15. It would seem that this gentleman’s first conference, or political conversa- 
tion with the Vizier must have taken place before the adjustment of the depend- 
ing questions between the British Government and his Excellency, including his 
consent to the reform. The state of his Excellency’s councils had been fluctuating 
for a considerable time after his receipt of the last letter from Lord Minto,* in 
which his Lordship had hinted to the Vizier his intended departure for Europe, 
and cautioned his Excellency most solemnly against any attempt to take advan- 
tage of the contemplated change in the Government, for the purpose of frus- 
trating views which could never be abandoned nor compromised. My illustra- 
tion of this remark of Lord Minto’s was naturally combated by Hukeem Meb- 
dee, and his arguments were supported on the ground of a concession by Lord 
Cornwallis, in the year 1 805, of a very important question relating to the police 
of the frontier, which had been strenuously urged by Marquess Wellesley ; and the 
character of Lord Moira was represented as resembling that of Lord Cornwallis in 
a degree, which should inspire the Vizier with a hope of similar results from the 
accession of the former nobleman to the Government. The friendship and 
intimacy of Lady Loudon with Captain McLeod’s relations at home was fre- 
quently talked or at this time, and Captain McLeod had obtained leave of 
absence from the Vizier to proceed to Calcutta with his children. These cir- 
cumstances may have naturally led to the conversation which Captain McLeod 
has related, and the connection of Captain McLeod’s deputation by the Vizier 
with that of a native named Mirza Jafer by Hukeem Mehdee (which latter I 
knew and reported to Mr. Edmonstone), and the baneful effects of this combi- 
nation, unsuspected by me at the time, are now rendered very apparent. Those 
effects were suspended, however, by the diffidence and timidity of the Vizier’s 
disposition, and by my exertions on the spot, for a period of several months. 

16. The reconciliation and adjustment of all differences between bis Excel- 
lency the Vizier and myself, took place, as already described, on the 2d of 
October 1813 ; and his Excellency, when he discarded Hukeem Mehdee, 

seemed 


* Dated the 2d July 181S, vide page 506. 
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•i seemed to have forgotten his conversation with Captain McLeod, and to have 
’ banished from bis recollection for ever those vexatious and unhappy discussions, 
wiiich his former perverseness had occasioned, and which his evil counsellors 
had encouraged. J have, now a most perfect recollection of his Ei^cellency’s 
having announced to me his intention to recall Mirza Jafer from Calcutta, and 
to put an end to all the underhand practices which Hukeem Mehdee had induced 
him to adopt. That he meant, at the same time, to supersede the instructions 
which he had given to Captain McLeod, as detailed in that gentleman's narra^ 
tive, there seems every reason to believe ; and most fortunate it would have 
proved for the comfort of the remaining months of his life, for the interests of 
the British Government, and for the mental satisfaction of Captain McLeod, 
whose conduct I must ever deplore, if his Excellency’s intention had been 
fulfilled, or Captain McLeod had relinquished those designs which his con> 
science must reproach him for entertaining, to the prejudice of the Government 
which he served, as well as of an individual who had treated him with affection 
almost fraternal. 

17. My official and private despatches of the month of December 1813, and 
the ensuing January and February, detail the commencement and progress of the 
Vizier’s renewed opposition to the just views of our Government, proceeding in 
iny belief at the time, and as since established beyond a question, on encourage* 
ment received from the Presidency, by communications from Captain McLeod 
or from some native agents in Calcutta. Indeed, the circumstances narrated 
by Captain McLeod, combined with some extraordinary occurrences which were 
brought to my knowledge at that time, and are hereafter particularly referred to, 
and with the statement in one of the papers given in to the Governor-General at 
Cawnpore, afford so obvious and satisfactory an explanation of the cause of the 
suspension of the reform by his Excellency the late Vizier, and of his other unto- 
ward proceedings, while at the same time they so naturally tend to account for the 
conduct of the present Vizier, while subject to the influence of Hukeem Mehdee 
and of that person’s European coadjutors, that a mere reference to the state- 
ments themselves seems sufficient to convince the most prejudiced of the exist- 
ence of a diabolical intrigue, the object of which was to frustrate the just 
views of our Government, by removing from the situation of Resident the 
instrument of the accomplishment of those views. 

18. Captain McLeod has stated, that his first communication with the late 
Vizier on matters touching his situation with the Resident, or connected with 
the affairs of his Government, took place in October 1813. I consider the 
assignment of this date to be unquestionably an error of forgetfulness. Cap- 
tain McLeod had obtained his leave of absence early in September, and must, 

I think, have received his instructions, both commercial and diplomatic, from 
the Vizier, before the 1st of October, or at all events before the adjustment of 
disputer. between his Excellency the Vizier and our Government, which took 
place on the 2d of that month. Indeed, it is manifestly inconsistent with the 
occurrences of the 2d of October in public durbar, as reported by my despatch 
of that date, that a communication of the nature detailed by Captain McLeod 
should have been made by bis Excellency the Vizier immediately after those 
occurrences, more particularly to a spectator of them like Captain McLeod, 
whom the inconsistency of his Excellency’s conduct must have necessarily 
deterred from undertaking the duties of a deputation like that described. It 
is evident, therefore, to my judgment, that Captain McLeod must have taken 
leave of the Vizier before the 2d of October, or could not have had an inter- 
view with his Excellency and received the communication which he describes 
subsequently to that day. 

19. 1 find in my memorandum of letters despatched by post, a letter 
addressed to Captain McLeod at Sultanpore on the 8th of October, and another 
addressed to Jounpore on the 10th of that month ; and this circumstance, 
with an anecdote related by Captain McLeod on bis return, has a natural ten- 
dency to contirm the foregoing conviction in my mind. T^e anecdote is as 
follows : Captain McLeod mentioned at table his having paid his respects to 
Sir George Nugent on the day of his arrival in Calcutta, and Sir George's 

having 
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having told him, on that occasion, that all matters in dispute between the Vizier 
and the British Government had been happily adjusted by my exertions ; to 
which Captain McLeod replied, that he was totally ignorant of there being any 
matters in dispute between the two Governments, Mding, as a reason for this 
ignorance, that the negotiations and subjects of conference between the Vizier 
and the Resident were conducted with such secrecy and apparent cordialiW on 
both sides, as to preclude their being known to those at Court. Captain McLeod 
will, I doubt not, on a reference, confirm the foregoing statement, which was 
beard by every member of my family ; and yet it seems difficult to reconcile 
the anecdote, as above related, with the conference that took place between his 
Excellency the Vizier and Captain McLeod in the month of September pre* 
ceding. 

20. Captain McLeod returned to Lucknow in the beginning of March, if I 
mistake not ; and he details, in his narrative above referred to, the com muni* 
tion which he made to the Vizier on his return, namely, “ that he had ascer* 
« tained from satisfactory sources (those sources Captain McLeod has not 
" described), that the Governor*General's sentiments ' were favoui'able to his 
“ Excellency’s wishes to which his Excellency replied, that the statement of 
Captain McLeod was corroborated by letters received from his Lordship through 
the channel of the Resident, and more particularly by his Lordship’s abolition 
of a most obnoxious measure which the former Government hud proposed, 
namely, the appointment of Ameens ; in other words, the reform of his Excel- 
lency’s administration. 

21. As Captain McLeod does not in his narrative refer to any intermediate 
communication between his Excellency the Vizier and himself during the period 
of his absence from this capital, though when the important nature of the depu- 
tation is considered, it seems almost impossible to suppose that so long an 
interval should have passed in total silence on both sides, a chasm remains to 
be filled up, to account for the Vizier’s untoward proceedings reported officially 
by me in my despalclies of December and January. Captain McLeod arrived in 
Calcutta early in the month of November, and from that date till the 13th 
of December there was obviously abundance of time for communications to 
his Excellency the Vizier, of a nature to encourage his opposition to the 
measures which were formerly agreed on, and which 1 had been subsequently 
instructed to propose. That this encouragement was not afforded in any com- 
munications from the Governor-General to his Excellency, conveyed through 
the channel of the Resident, the records of the Government prove; and though 
Lord Moira did me the honour to mention at Cawnpore that his Lordship had 
received and had answered one letter from the Vizier, conveyed through an 
irregular channel and unknown to me at the time, yet it is quite incredible that 
the abolition, as the Vizier terms it, or abandonment of the objects of reform 
on the part of the British Government, should have formed the object of a 
direct communication from the Governor-General to the Vizier. 

22. How, then, it may be asked, was the abolition of the reform of this 
Government communicated to his Excellency the Vizier Hukeem Mehdee, it 
is very well known, returned to his Excellency’s councils about the end of 
November 1813. Mirza Jafer, the brother of Mirza Baker, proceeded to 
Calcutta, we also know, notwithstanding his Excellency’s declared resolution to 
recall him, and suspension of the montldy allowance which Hukeem Mehdee 
had paid to him for a time. This allowance, it is worthy to be remarked, with 
a number of other cisarges for secret services and presents to English gentlemen 
and ladies, appeared in Hukeem Mehdee’s accounts submitted to the present 
Vizier for adjustment, in my presence, shortly after his Excellency's accession. 
A paper of intelligence, too, transmitted by me to Mr. Edmonstone, and of 
which I have still a copy, contains a detailed account of a negotiation carried 
on at Calcutta for my removal from the Residency, for which his Excellency the 
Vizier had made an offer of twenty-five lacs of rupees, and an English gentleman 
is noticed as an agent in this negotiation, though without any mention of his 
name. Another paper of intelligence received about the same time, a copy of 
which I transmitted to Mr. Edmonstone or Mr. Monckton, and the original of 
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PoU^ which is in my possession, contsuns a direct assertion, on the part of Hnkeetn 
Mehd^, to the Vizier, that he, the Hukeem, had had a letter from hw ct^oes. 
* spondent or agent in Calcutta, in which Lord Moira’s declaration was qomed 
Let^ to this effect : ** that his Excellency’s authority in his dominions, and his adop. 
rrom KflridciDt at <• tion or rejection of the reform, were in future to be totally uncontrolled by 
Lucknow. «, j|jg influence or advice of the Resident, and that a letter to the same effect 
might shortly be expected by his Excellency.” The connection of the fore, 
going intelligence with the statement of tlie present Vizier in bis paper prepared 
by Hukeem Mehdee and presented to Lord Moira at Cawnpore, namely, that the 
execution of the measures of reform had been suspended by his Excellency’s 
father in consequence of a letter from Lord Moira, is too obvious to escape 
observation ; and thus the fact, so satisfactorily established, of the late Vizier 
having two agents, a European and a native, in Calcutta, the one supposed to 
be connected witli Lady Loudon and the other tutored by Hukeem Mehdee, 
combined with the previous negotiation between Captain IVfcLeod and the 
Hukeem, seems to me to form proof the most convincing to the mind of every 
person conversant in the slightest degree with the character of the natives of 
India, that the late Vizier’s retractation of his solemn and written assurances 
regarding the reform of his Government, and all his untoward proceedings 
from the month of December 1813 till his death, were connected with the 
deputation of Captain McLeod and with intrigues conducted by Hukeem 
Mehdee. 

23. My official despatch to your address under date the 22d of January 1814, 
contains a paragraph so strikingly descriptive of the nature of those proceedings 
and intrigues, though but imperfectly known to me at the time, that 1 must 
here take the liberty of inserting it. “ The Vizier has been manifestly led to 
“ believe, by the vague and unfounded reports of designing persons around 

him, that the sentiments of the present Government are favourable to 
“ his views of absolute independence, uncontrollable by the Resident’s advice; 
*• and till this misconception be removed, I have no expectation of a change 
** in those unhappy and pernicious counsels which have guided his recent 
proceedings.”* 

24. Had the measures of the Government at that time, or the tenor of its 
instructions to me, been of a nature to invalidate the reports and to defeat the 
insidious designs of the persons to whom I alluded, it is probable that the 
conduct of the Vizier would have resumed the character which it exhibited 
before Lord Minto’s retirement from office. But matters were otherwise 
ordered, and it was my duty to submit, continuing in office as 1 did, to the 
wisdom and will of my superiors. 

25. The same disposition to oppose or evade the just views of our Govern* 
raent continued to be manifested by the Vizier till the commencement of bis 
Excellency’s indisposition in the ensuing month of May, and indeed till the 
melancholy hour of his sudden and unexpected demise. My despatches, 
official and private, to your address, from February till the end of June, need 
not to be referred to on this occasion : they exhibit my unremitting endea- 
vours, in compliance with Lord Moira’s commands, to conciliate the confidence 
of the Vizier, and to reconcile him, by the means which were prescribed to 
me, to the adoption of those measures of reform which I was. sdll permitted 
to urge to him, and which had no other motive, on my part, than the wd&re 
and prosperity of his Government, combined with the honour and r^mtation 
of our own. The failure of those salutary objects during bis ^(mllency’s 
lifetime, can obviously now be ascribed to no other cause than the influence 
of the tumeful advice and intrigues of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan and his 
coadjutors, whose influence naturally ceasing on the death of the late Vizier* 
gave room for the happy accomplishment of every object in view, and for the 
adjustment of all pending questions between the British Government and the 
State of Oude, without any exertion on my part, save a friendly explanatiOT to 
^e present Vizier of the grounds and purposes of the counsels which I was 
instructed to offer to his father, and which his Excellency not only accepted 

with the utmost cheerfulness and gratitude, but solicited with an earnest- 

® ness 


* Vide Page 592, par. 10. 
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ness proportioned to the sincerity of the interest whidi 1 felt* and which 
houknew that I felt, in his welfare, and in the honour and prosperity of bis 
Owemment. 

36. I now proceed to enquire, how the confidence of the present Vizier in 
my friendship, or rather his Excellency’s belief of my possessing the confidience 
or the Government, was shaken unhappily for a time by the machinations of 
his enemies and mine, whose end was their personal advantage, at the expense 
of honour and truth, and of every laudable principle that can influence the 
conduct of man. 

37. My official despatches to the Governor*General contain the details of 
my proceedings at this Court during the first month after his Excellency’s acces- 
sion ; in which short period it will be observed, and is worthy of particular 
remark, that alb the questions which depended between the two Governments, 
including the momentous question of reform, had been brought to a happy 
adjustment, to the perfect satisfaction of the Vizier, and in a manner which 
evinced his Excellency’s entire confidence in the propriety of my suggestions 
regarding them. His Excellency’s attachment to nie, and his implicit reliance 
on my friendship, were described, as Lord Moira has observed, in colours the 
most animated and flowing. They appeared in those colours to me, and to all 
the population of tins capital as well as to his Excellency’s courtiers, and more 
particularly to those enemies of his Excellency’s happiness and peace who have 
since bean labouring to destroy them. I am ready to depose upon oath, and I 
refer for the conliruiation of my assertion to those officers of the Vizier’s Govern- 
ment who were present at our conferences on business, Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan, Rajah Dya-Krishen, and Moonshee Bhola Nath, being the chief of them, 
that every suggestion which I offered to his Excellency was offered in tlie legiti- 
mate exercise of my duty as the British Resident at his Court, with the same 
deference and respect which I had formerly shewn to his father ; that I repeat- 
edly declined to interfere, and refused to offer my advice on a variety of points 
which he referred to me. on the ground of their being personal or domestic ; 
and that, on no occasion whatever, did I interfere, or attempt to interfere, in 
any of the concerns of his Government, save such as were unquestionably the 
common concerns of the two States, and as such required the interposition of 
my frieudly counsel and advice, agreeably to the letter of my instructions. 

38. As the appointment of Mr. Wilson to the office of personal surgeon to 
the Vizier forms a leading feature in the transactions which it is the object of 
this narrative to explain, it is indispensable that the true circumstances of this 
appointment be brought to particular notice. 

39. Mr. Williams, the predecessor of Mr. Law as surgeon to his Excellency 
the late Vizier, resigned his situation in the year 1808 and proceeded to Europe, 
having previously, in conformity with an agreement, and as 1 afterwards upder- 
stood, for a certain consideration in money, recommended Mr. Law to the 
Vizier as a proper person to succeed him. Mr. Law arrived at Lucknow towards 
the end of the year 1 809 ; and during the interval between the departure of 
Mr. Williams and the appointment of Mr. Law, Mr. Wilson had frequently 
attended the late Vizier professionally, and had acquired his good opinion, to a 
degree which induced the general belief that bis Excellency wished to secure 
Mr. Wilson’s permanent attendance by appointing him to the vacant office of 
surgeon. Mr. Wilson, however, was of too independent a mind to seek for an 
office of this nature, into which certain observances had crept, and were then 
considered as indispensable, which he thought unsuitable to his age, and were 
certainly incompatible with his habits, and the appointment did therefore not 
take place. 

SO. His Excellency the present Vizier, whose unhappy estrangement from his 
father, and his father’s dislike of him, have been known for a very long penod, 
was subject to occasional illness from his youth, and in consequence of his 
estrangement from his father, had been frequently in the habit of applying for 
medical aid to the surgeon of the Residency instead of bis fother’s surgeon. 
This practice, with a reference to Mr. Wilson, had commenced i^ortljraAer^my 
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wrriv4 LucknoMT, atnl' MoAtuimMls>od-D«wla}^ tlie'prSsest liliatpBtertiir 
Government, and the {MrincipahattdiCMily cunfid«atitd Servant tof'ihe ^as 

the medium of consultation with Mr. Wilson regarding the state of fab tttastiSr’s 
health, and the channel of couv^ing medicine for bb use. ' 

* e ^ « 

SI. On one particular occasion, during a hunting excursion in 1809> aftbt Mr. 
Williams's departure from Lucknow and before Mr. Law’s ap^ointinent; the 
Prince, then in favour with his &tber, was seized with an alarming an<f dange- 
rous illness, during which Mr. Wilson attended and prescribed for him, by the 
particular desire of his father, whose gratitude, as well as the Prince’s, far Mr. 
Wilson's attentions on that occasion, was frequently mentioned to me in the 
highest possible terms ; and since that period it is known to a number of respec- 
table persons, that the present Vizier has constantly bad recourse to Mr. Wilson 
on every occasion of his illness. Nay, on one or two occasions I have heard, 
when Mr. Law was directed by the father to attend and prescribe for the Prince, 
that the latter, in apparent compliance with the command of his father, admitted 
the visits of Mr. Law and received medicines from his hand, which he afterwards 
destroyed instead of using them, and sent secretly for medicine to Mr. Wilson. 
These circumstances weie all distinctly related to me, as I have now stated them, 
by his Excellency the present Vizier, during the night of his father’s demise, 
when Mr. Wilson was the only surgeon in attendance, Mr. Law being confined 
to his house ; and they were subsequently repeated by his Excellency on many 
occasions, as the natural and necessary cause of bis continuing to employ Mr. 
Wilson as his personal Surgeon after his accession to the nmsnml, accompanied, 
however, as I was happy to observe, by the expression of a humane and liberal 
intention to retain Mr. Law in his service with the same allowances as before. 


32. This arrangement of his Excellency the Vizier’s I considered as purely 
domestic, and as one in which I could not interfere, on any pretext, with pro- 
priety ; and I do now most solemnly declare, that 1 did not interfere in any 
other manner than by communicating the will of the Vizier, by his Excellency’s 
express desire, to the parties immediately concerned in it. And further, I 
most conscientiously believe, that the arrangement was exclusively the dictate 
of his Excellency’s own inclination, unsolicited, if even wished for, by Mr. 
Wilson, who did not certainly convey a wish on the subject, directly or indi- 
rectly, to the Vizier. The effect which it produced on the feelings of Mr, 
Law at the time has been described in that gentleman’s statement, and was 
natural enough, I admit : but it certainly ought to have subsided, on his 
receiving the candid and friendly communication which 1 made to him of the 
cause of it, by desire of his Excellency the Vizier, as well as from motives of 
personal kindness ; and the subsequent conduct of Mr. Law and his friends, 
more particularly of Captain McLeod, in propagating a most groundless report, 
that my Influence over the mind of the Vizier had deprived him of his appoint- 
ment in the household fur the purpose of serving roy friend, and that the story 
of Mr. Wilson’s having formerly prescribed for the Vizier was a mere pretence 
and unfounded, is a conduct on which it seems unnecessary that I should offet 
any remarks. 1 must, however, be permitted to refer to a letter which wm 
addressed to Mr. Law by the Vizier on the 25th July last, shortly after his 
accession to the musnud, in which his Excellency’s sentiments on this subject 
are most fully and explicitly conveyed, and which it is remarkable that Mjt. 
Law should have suppressed in bis statement of the 1 0th of November. I have 
recently procured a copy of this letter from his Excellency, and insert a trans- 
lation of it in this place. “ 1 have received your arzee, expressive of |kiur 
«< sorrow and concern at the message which I sent to you by the Resident «nd 
*• stating that you had never committed any fault. The case is this i— ‘it ^ 
“ generally known, that long before your arrival at this place in the service of 
“ my Dr. Wilson was ray personal physician ; and that about five years 

ago, when I was taken dangerously ill on a hunting excursion, Ih'. Wil^' 
** attended and prescribed forme so much to my satisfisetkm, thalwb^I.^* 
“ I can never forget the care and attention which he shewed to me. ,Siwe that 
** date I have never voluntarily taken medicine from attV ClbCT pefsetf ? ^#Pd ^ 
*» exHuaquently justice to Dn Wikwn, ds well as my confloefiee in his Mkm 'wem • 
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** the experience of so many years, must require that I retain him as my phy- 
siciaii. The loss of character and reputation, which you seem to apprehend, 
** could obviously only have arisen to you if you had been my ancient physician, 
“ and Dr. Wilson had been recently appointed ; whereas the state of the case 
is directly the reverse, for Dr. Wilson is my ancient physician, and you were 
the physician of my father : and consequently it follows, that all the injury 
*• which you represent would, of necessity, fall on Dr. Wilson (which God 
avert) were I now to displace him and take you, whereas to you there can 
“ be no injury whatever. It is true you have committed no fault, and I enter- 
<* tain no sentiments but those of kindness and benevolence towards you : nay, 
“ from a recollection of my father's regard for you, I wish you to remain in my 
“ service, and as the Resident informed you by my desire, to prescribe for the 
members of my household.** 

33. The conduct of Captain McLeod with a reference to the appointment of 
Mr. Wilson to the office of surgeon to the Vizier, which was brought to my 
notice at this time, and even the sentiments which he expressed to myself, were 
such as to excite my surprise in a very extraordinary degree. The Vizier told 
me repeatedly that Captain McLeod had interceded for Mr. Law, and had 
represented in extraordinary terms the distress of the latter’s mind at the 
appointment of Mr. Wilson ; that Mr. Law himself had also annoyed his Excel- 
lency, on one occasion, by crying most bitterly in his presence, and that his 
Excellency found it necessary to console him by assurances of a continuance of 
his friendship, and by sending some presents to his child. “ \ou know,” said 
his Excellency to me, that I have no wish whatever to injure Mr. Law, 
“ and that Mr. Wilson is the only physician whom I have ever consulted with 
“ my free will, or in whom I repose any confideirce.” This circumstance, to 
the best of my recollection, I stated particularly to Captain McLeod, in expla- 
natidn of the purport of my letter to Mr. Law, which that gentleman has pro- 
duced with his statement, and which Captain McLeod had perused. I pointed 
out in strong terms to Captain McLeod the gross impropriety of his interference, 
as well as the absurdity of supposing that I could interfere in any such an’aiigc- 
ment as that in question, and I hinted, in friendly terms, at the strange return 
which Captain McLeod was thus making to Mr. Wilson for his medical atten- 
dance on that gentleman’s family, which, to my knowledge, had been long 
most troublesome and gratuitous, and which Mr. Wilson would have been 
induced to decline but for my rcpeatetl and earnest entreaties, with a view^ to 
preserve harmony in my family, as well as from motives of friendship for Cap- 
tain and Mrs. McLeod. Their manners and conduct towards Mr. Wilson had 
never appeared to me so cordial as his kindness to them had deserved, and more 
particularly on their return from Calcutta the asperity of their manners and 
discourse to Mr. Wilson had been frequently noticed by me, and had given rise 
to repeated altercation which I had interfered to appease ; yet, notwithstanding 
this apparent reconciliation, it was evident to me and all my family', that hotli 
Captain and Mrs. McLeod entertained a dislike to Mr. Wilson, and indeed they 
occasionally avowed it, by stating their disagreement with him as the cause of their 
secession from the Residency, which began to be remarked at this time. Upon 
the whole, I do not hesitate to ascribe the exiiaordinary and intemperate zeal of 
Captain McLeod in advocating the cause of Mr. Law, both with the Vizier and 
in other situations, to a peisonal dislike of Mr. Wilson, as groundless and 
unnatural almost (ifj indeed, a parallel could be found for it) as his peculiar 
ingratitude to me. 

34. Having thus, in a satisfactory manner, explained the whole of the cir- 
cumstances attending the appointment of Mr. Wilson to the office of Surgeon 
to the Vizier, and accounted for the feelings of dissatisfaction which this 
appointment created in the mind of Captain McLeod and Mr. Law, 1 proceed 
to offer a few remarks on the nature and character of Mr. Clarke’s connection 
with the two other gentlemen, as tending to develope the designs with which 
he became a party to their measures. 

as, Mr. Clarke is a much older resident at Lucknow than any of the former 
gentlemen. I found him here on my arrival to take charge of the Residency, 
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and received a favourable impression of his (Character from two or three of 
my intimate acquaintances j more particularly from the recommendation of 
Mr. Wilson, who described him as honourable and upright in his principles, 
modest and unoffending in his manners, and an object of humane consideration 
from a series of misfortunes that had assailed him. Mr. Clarke was, in con> 
sequence, received at my house with hospitality, and continued till very lately 
to be uniformly treated by me with every degree of attention that our relative 
situations admitted of. Shortly after the arrival of Mr. Law, 1 perceived, and 
was informed by Mr. Clarke, that he and Mr. Law had had a quarrel which 
suspended all intercourse between them, and seemed, by the statement of 
Mr. Clarke, to preclude the possibility of a reconciliation. Mr. Clarke pre- 
ferred a complaint to me, through the medium of Dr. Wilson, against Mr. 
Law, for a breach of an engagement between them, and between the latter 
and Mr. Williams, having reference to the appointment of Mr. Law, through 
the good offices of Messrs. Williams and Clarke, to his situation of surgeon to 
the Vizier. I observed, on perusing the papers, that the complaint of Mr. 
Clarke was of such a nature as to preclude my deciding on the merits of it 
without a reference to my official character, and 1 desired Mr. Clarke to recon- 
sider the propriety of making such a reference. The matter in that form was 
in consequence dropped ; but the quarrel between Mr. Clarke and Mr. Law 
continued with increasing virulence on both sides, till the Vizier’s departure 
to Cawnpore to meet the Governor-General, when I was astonished, but happy 
to hear, that they were cordially reconciled to each other. Captain McLeod 
had originally taken up the cause of Mr. Law against Mr. Clarke with extraordi- 
nary warmth, and had ceased for a considerable time to hold any intercourse with 
the latter : but I had observed a reconciliation and growing intimacy between 
Mr. Clarke and Captain McLeod before the latter’s departure to the Presidency in 
September 1813 ; and it was understood in October last, that Captain McLeod 
had been the sole instrument of the reconciliation between the two other gen- 
tlemen. The motives and objects of the reconciliation and association of the 
three are now sufficiently apparent. 


36. The appointment of the sons of Mirza Jafer to situations in the service of 
the Vizier is a circumstance particularly noticed in the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General’s remarks ; and as it appears to be the only occurrence from 
which his Lordship has been pleased to deduce the grounds of his censure of 
my proceedings, I deem it my duty to add to the solemn declarations already 
recorded on this subject the following simple detail. 


37. My opinion of the character of Mirza Jafer, founded on my own ex- 
perience of his integrity and zeal in the service of the British Government during 
a period of twelve years, and on the sound and unerring judgment of my worthy 
predecessor, Colonel Scott, needs not to be reported on this occasion. On the 
death of Maha-Rajali Ticket Roy in the year 1 800, Colonel Scott had recom- 
mended Mirza Jafer for the office of subordinate Minister to his Excellency the 
late Vizier ; and on the occasion of his Excellency’s last illness, as well as im- 
mediately after his decease, I had submitted to the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General my sentiments regarding the necessity for the nomination of a 
Minister to conduct the details of this Government, conveying at the same time 
to Mr. Edriionstonc and to you, the unbiassed conviction of my mind, that 
Mirza Jafer was the only native of Oude entitled by his character and talent* 
to aspire to the situation in question. My private letter of the 4th of August 
on this subject is doubtless still in your possession; and you can further relate, 
if it be necessary, the purport of our conversations at Cawnpore, and the 
sincere regret which I expressed to you, when informed that Lord Moira was 
averse to the appointment of Mirza Jafer to the office of Minister. It may be 
proper in this place to state, with a reference to Captain McLeod’s narrative of the 
late Vizier’s complaints to him, when on the eve of his departure to the Pre- 
sidency, that Mirza Jafer, from bodily infirmity and a variety of other causes, 
had ceased for a number of years to bold any official situation under me, aHci 
•consequently that the complaints of the Vizier with regard to this resMCtab e 
person were not only utterly unfounded, but must have been known 
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McjLeo4 the ti(ne to be totally inconsistent with (be situation of Mirza Jafer 
relatively to me, and with the character of my official proceedings, which gives 
less room for the operation of native influence on iny mind than bn that of most 
public officers in India. 

38. My (minion of the sons of Mirza Jafer is by no means so favourable as 
that which 1 have ever entertained of their father ; though, with the exception 
of their natural haste to profit by the Vizier's liberality in acquiring situations 
and salaries which they knew that 1 must necessarily disapprove, 1 have really 
never had cause to form a judgment unfavourable to their characters. The 
eldest, Mirza Hajee, indeed is the only one of them who is thoroughly known to 
nie, he having acted as my Dewan in Bundlecund and at this place for a period of 
eleven years, and liis conduct in that situation having been generally satisfactory. 
The time and manner of this person’s admission into the Vizier’s service have 
been already distinctly related in my answers to the Vizier’s papers ; and while I 
repeat my readiness to confirm the former statement on oath, 1 am fortunately 
enabled to refer it to the additional testimony of the Vizier himself and of his 
Ministers, and of all those who were present in durbar on the day of his 
accession to the musnud. That I did not more decidedly refuse to comply with 
the Vizier’s request upon that occasion, is now a cause of regret to me : chief!}', 
li.iwever, 1 must add, from the fickleness of his Excellency’s disposition, which 
1 could not have known at the time ; for contemplating, as I then (Jid, the 
future nomination of Mirza Jafer to the office of Minister to the Vizier by his 
Excellency’s voluntary choice, and with the ready concurrence of our Govern- 
ment, I saw no objection whatever to the more early admission of the son into 
the service and councils of his Excellency ; and, on the contrary, I was pleased 
to observe so early a proof of regard for the family of a person, whose merits 
were so strongly impressed on my mind. 

39 . Mirza Hajee became the servant of the Vizier, and was succeeded in the 

office of my Dewan by Meer Ameer Hyder. the son-in-law of my bead Moon- 
shee, on the day of his Excellency’s accession ; and from that day till the day of 
his (Jismissiou by the Vizier, I saw less of Mirza Hajee tlian of any other of his 
Excellency’s servants of equal rank ; nor did I ever learn, or enquire into the 
amount of the salary fixed for him, though I frequently recommended to his 
Excellency to satisfy himself of Alirza Hajee’s merits, and of the value of his 

services, before he admitted him to his confidence, and particularly to be 

cautious of receiving any communication from him, or from any other native, 
of nty sentiments or wishes, which 1 should never impart to a native, but convey 
to his Excellency directly a.s circumstances might seem to require. 

40. At the first public durbar which was holden by the Vizier after his acces- 
sion, the other sons of Mirza Jafer, in common with all the respectable inhabi- 
tants of Lucknow, were presented as a matter of course to his Excellency, and 
received the usual khillats. None of these young men were in any degree 
connected with me, nor did I ever recommend them to his Excellency. 

Their admission into his Excellency’s service was naturally brought about by 
their elder brother, whose connection with the Residency had ceased, and whose 
conduct I had no longer a right to control, nor to take cognizance in any 

manner of his proceedings. The Vizier frequently talked of his usefulness 

about the durbar, and announced to me, as lie was then in the voluntary habit 
of doing, with a reference to every act of his life, his intention of employing the 
younger brothers. I answered, that they had formerly served under me as 
Tuhseeldars, or officers of revenue in Bundelcund, and that his Excellency might 
perhaps find them useful at some future period in that line ; but 1 repeated, on 
this occasion, my caution against the employment of any person by his Excel- 
lency, from an idea that it might be gratifying to me ; and I recommended par- 
ticularly on this as on many other occasions, the propriety of his Excellency’s 
delaying to fill up any vacant offices of importance under his Government, till 
the arrival of the Governor-General should give an opportunity of consulting his 
Lordship, in person, on the choice of a proper Minister and subordinate officers 
to conduct the whole of the details of the administration. 
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41. The foregoing detail of the cir£uiii«tanca» erf* the adtOMston of 

Mirza J&fer into the service of his Excellency the Vizier, with the letnarkwhat 
were, formerly oflFered in my paper of the 9 th cd* November,^ ought in justice, I 
humbly conceive, to obviate the censure which has been passed upon this part 
of my proceedings by bis Excdlency the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, who would seem, 1 am sorry to think, to have hesitated about the pro- 
priety of removing me from the important station which 1 hold, and Ae duties 
of which 1 have conducted with uniform zeal and success, on no other ground 
that appears, than my declining to interfere in, and prevent a domestic arrange- 
ment of the Vizier’s, by which his Excellency thought proper to provide for the 
four sons of Mirza Jifer, a respectable and meritorious dependant of the 
Honourable Company’s Government, no otherwise connected with me than by 
his faithful attachment to its interests. Yet it must be obvious on a moment’s 
reflection, that such an interference on my part would not only have been con- 
trary to my instructions, but to the spirit and nature of the alliance between our 
Government and the State of Oude. 

42. Lord Moira has however declared, that there were other particulars in my 
conduct which his Lordship found reason to censure, and some on which he 
suspected that disapprobation should rest; but as these have not been explained 
to me, I am precluded from offering a vindication ; and the same observation 
applies to those points of my behaviour to the Vizier in the presence of the 
Governor-General, which his Lordship considered as of a nature to wound his 
Excellency’s feelings. I disavow on my honour and truth, and 1 am ready to 
do so on oath, my having ever, in word or deed, given cause of offence to the 
Vizier, or made use of any expression, far less committed an act, that could 
wound his Excellency's . feelings, or detract from the dignity or independence 
of his station, and I entreat my Lord Moira to grant me an opportunity of 
removing the grounds of a suspicion so injurious to my character. 

43. How then, it may naturally be asked, was his Excellency induced to lend 
his name, or rather the semblance of his authority (for his seal was cautiously 
witbbolden), to those false, ftivolous, and most malicious charges, which though 
retracted with sorrow and shame witliin a few hours after their exhibition, and 
before his Excellency could go to rest, have been deposited among the archives 
of the British Government, as if substantial charges against its representative ? 
This question can only be answered by unravelling a second intrigue, more base 
and more complicated than that which my narrative has already developed, in as 
far as the Vizier was the unwilling instrument of the latter, while his father had 
an obvious interest in directing and encouraging the former. 

44. The conduct of Hukeem Melidee Alee Khan during the first month after 
the sudden fall of bis power on the demise of the late Vizier, is sufficiently 
described in my despatches to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General. This fall, like that of Lucifer, might be expected to excite despair 
in the first instance, and afterwards to give rise to those designs which the recent 
transactions have developed, and which I detected and leported to you so early 
as the 8th of September last. 

45. Hukeem Mehdee had been a fanner of revenue to the extent of nearly 
thirty lacs of rupees per annum under the Government of the late Vizier, and 
the loss of this lucrative farm was the first sacrifice which he found himself 
called upon to make to the new system of administration. His secret disin- 
clination to the reform was therefore not to be doubted ; but the ready acqui- 
escence of his Sovereign in all my suggestions on this point leaving no hope of 
success to his design of suspending the reform, the versatility of his disposition 
suggested his cheerful acquiescence in the measures wh’ch I had recommended 
to the Vizier, as the means of regaining my confidence, and perhaps of paving 
his way to the latent object of his ambition — the situation of Minister m 
Oude. 

46. He had penetration, however, at an early period, to find out that tlic 
■judgment which I had formed of his character wijs ht^tile to his .ambitious 
views, and that my influence, as far as it could be exerted with propriety, would 



O.UDtEc PAPRJIS., m 

fa/rtmtabie to the appointment of Mirza J&fer. Henet aatfu^y arose the 
resumption of his former devices and cabals, and in all probal^ity his second 
r«;utTence to Captain McLeod and the subordinate instruments of intrigue, 
whom he bad formerly used with success to practice on the mimi of his 
Sovereign. Mirza J&l’er, as the supposed rival of the Hukeem, was of course repre* 
sented to the Vizier as the enemy of his Excellency's independence as well as of 
that of his father, and an instrument in my hands for its subversion. His sons 
were described as my spies, employed to rraort to me the occurrences at hit 
Excellency’s durbar; and the imprudence of those young men themselves, as I 
now have some reason to believe, in boasting of their father’s expectation of the 
office of Minister to the Vizier, had probably disgusted his Excellency, and 
given grounds to Hukecni Mehdee and others for exaggerated statements to 
their prejudice, which have ultimately been productive of their ruin. 

47 . With regard to the English coadjutors of Hukeem Mehdee, I was 
totally ignorant of their proceedings, and never even suspected their designs 
till after my arrival at Cawupore in the suite of his Excellency the Vizier. Mr. 
Clarke had applied for my influence to obtain the repayment of a loan that he had 
made tc an Aumil of this Government who died insolvent several years ago. I 
submitted his application to the Vizier, who received it graciously at first, and 
Mr. Clarke seemed grateful for my mediation. Captain McLeod had solicited 
my interference to procure from the Vizier’s liberality a compensation for the 
loss which had arisen to him from his preference of the Vizier's service to the 
office of superintendent of roads. I considered it an act of duty and friend- 
ship to submit the circumstances of this case to the consideration of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, and the result was a donation of 9,000 rupees to Captain 
McLeod, with an augmentation of his monthly salary from 1,500 to 2,000 
rupees, as reported officially in my despatch of the 17tb of August last, for which 
Captain McLeod was most profuse in his expressions of gratitude and attach- 
ment to me. 

48. The circumstances which gave dissatisfaction to Mr. Law have been 
already narrated in detail, j'ld Captain McLeod’s participation in his feelings, 
as well as zealous exertions to reinstate him in a situation which he had natu- 
rally lost on the death of his only employer, have also been briefly explained. 
Captain McLeod’s personal visits to the Vizier of an evening were observed 
to commence about this time, and appeared to me to be irregular and improper, 
but the idea of a conversation on political subjects between them had never 
entered into my thoughts ; and as the Vizier had never exhibited the smallest 
symptoms of uneasiness, far less of dissatisfaction with me, nor had I ever given 
him cause to do so, the expression of his dissatisfaction to Captain McLeod 
could not have entered into my contemplation. His Excellency has since 
declared to his Minister, and the Minister has reported to me, that the uniform 
purport and tendency of Captain McLeod’s discourse in the carriage was to 
excite a suspicion of my friendship, to impress his Excellency with a belief that 
his independence could never be maintained, that the concerns of his Govern- 
ment could not prosper, while 1 was Resident at his Court ; that the circum- 
stance of my having placed him on the miisnud precluded, and must ever 
preclude, my feeling or evincing towards him that degree of deference and 
respect which was due to his exalted station ; that, besides, 1 was the enemy 
of his father, who' had complained against me frequently to the Governor-Ge- 
neral, and that Lord Moira, who knew the justice of his complaints, had 
determined on this account, and from personal disinclination towards me, to 
take an opportunity of removing me from Lucknow. 

49. While Captain McLeod was thus separately practising on the mind of 
his Excellency the Vizier during their drives of an evening in the carriage, it 
appears that Hukeem Mehdee and he were in the daily habit of meeting, to 
concert on the most effectual plan of conducting their joint operations. The 
scene of those meetings is described to have been the buildings of the old 
palace or dowlut-khana, which they were jointly employed in repairing, the '6ne 
as designer and the other as superintendent of the works ; and this circum- 
stance, though oocasionaily brought to my notice at the time, like tkedriVet of 
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an evening with his ExceHency,' was not sufficient to create in my mind the 
slightest suspicion of the rectitude of Captain McLeod's conduct- and princi. 
pies, till developed by the maturation of the plot and by his own most explicit 
confession. 

50. As Agha Meer, the present Minister of this Government, is a principal 
person referred to in the statement of Captain McLeod and also in the nrinute 
of Lord Moira, I am naturally Jed, in this place, to describe the character of 
Agha Meer, in as far as it has yet become known to me, and his condition, 
relatively to the Vizier and myself^ before he was suddenly raised to the impor- 
tant station of Minister. 

51. Agha Meer is by birth a seyyud of respectable parentage and con- 
nexions. His father's name was Meer Mohummud Tukee, and his own proper 
name is Seyyud Mohummud, reserved in the patent of nobility which has been 
conferred on him recently by the Vizier. The Governor-General’s allusion to 
this person’s standing in his Lordship’s presence behind the Prince’s chair is 
equally applicable to natives of the highest rank at Lucknow, save the nearest 
relations of the Sovereign. Hukeem Mehdee, for example, though the chief 
director of the late Vizier’s councils and most confidential servant of his 
Government, exercising in fact all the functions of chief Minister, was never 
permitted to take a seat, and could never have expected that honour unless 
raised to the ostensible situation of Minister, which alone, and but in latter 
days, gave the distinction of a chair in the Vizier’s presence to natives uncon- 
nected with him by blood. 

52. Agha Meer, however, and his father before him, were the principal and 
only confidential servants of his Excellency the present Vizier for a period of 
nearly twenty years. The father, I have lately been informed, was his Excel- 
lency’s tutor for a time, and the attachment of Agha Meer to his Excellency, 
while labouring under the displeasure of his father, resisted both the offers and 
threats of the late Vizier, and the intrigues and cajolements of Hukeem 
JVIehdee, to detach him from the service of the Prince and engage him in the 
father’s employment. These circumstances were stated to me by the Vizier 
in terms of affection and gratitude on the day of bis accession to the musnud. 
His Excellency then introduced Agha Meer to my friendship, as a faithful adhe- 
rent to his fortunes during the most unhappy periods of his life, and he urged 
me, shortly after his accession, to confer on this faithful servant a khillat of 
extraordinary distinction, including an embroidered palkee, and comprizing 
the greatest number of pieces that are ever bestowed on an officer of the highest 
rank and consideration ; thus paving the way, as it would seem, to the honours 
which have since been conferred on him. With me, in every situation, save in 
the presence of his Sovereign, and with his present Sovereign before he became 
ao, Agha Meer has been constantly seated; and his birth, education, and talents, 
though none of them certainly such as, independently of the confidence of his 
master, to have called him or entitled him to aspire to his present exalted situa- 
tion, are still by no means inferior to those of any former Minister in Oude, 
excepting, and with a reference only to talents, the late Tufuzzool Hoosein 
Khan, who was called to this station by Lord Teignmouth. 

53. My personal knowledge of Agha Meer commenced, as above stated, on 
the day of bis master’s accession to the musnud, and be has uniformly since 
been the medium of every communication of importance received by me from 
the Vizier. His attachment to his master under various trials and temptations, 
by which the fidelity of most natives would have been shaken, had been esta- 
blished to my perfect conviction before he was personally known to me. His 
conduct since I have had occasion to observe it, with a reference to bis master 
and our Government, has been such as I could not but approve, and tto ahare 
which 1 now believe him to have had, though 1 was totally ignorant of it at the 
time, in encouraging his master’s repentance of the monstrous injgratitude and 
folly into which ne was misled by Hukeem Mehdee and the English coadjutors 
of that person, on the Slst of October last, is in my mind more bonourawe to 
Jiis character than a long line of ancestors ennobled, and must yield him mo/® 
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permanent eatiirfaction than all the power and enjoyments of his station of 
Minister to the Vizier. 

74. l^ut to return to persons of less value in ray estimation than Agha Meer, 
though of greater importance on the theatre of the recent extraordinary tran- 
sactions. Among the various emissaries of Hukeem Mehdee, the person named 
Mirza J&fer, brother, of Mirza Biker, who is noticed in a former part of this 
narrative, was now on his way from Calcutta, and reported to have overtaken 
the fleet of his Excellency the Governor-General. Another, named Taj-ood- 
Deen Hoosein Khan, was engaged in the service at Cawnpore, and deputed on 
a mission to Benares ; but of this person it is unnecessary to say much, as your- 
self, and more particularly Mr. Ricketts, can describe to the Government the 
opinion which you had reason to form of his views. He is now in the service 
of tlie Vizier, as the deputy Nazim of a district i and the account which I 
have had of his deputation by Hukeem Mehdee, in September last, is shortly 
as follows : The Hukeem having begun to suspect, from the apparent associa- 
tion of Captain McLeod with Mr. Clarke, and by their frequent consultations 
with the Vizier, from which the Hukeem was excluded, that the English gen- 
tlemen had a separate scheme of their own, deemed it also expedient for 
himself to set some separate engines to work ; and with this view deputed Taj- 
ood-Deen to Benares, where he was known to several English gentlemen, from 
whom introductions to Mr. Ricketts were obtained ; and with these introduc- 
tions, and some valuable Persian swords which Mr. Ricketts rejected at Cawn- 
pore, Taj-ood-Deen joined the suite of Lord Moira, and remained in atten- 
dance for some montlis. Gocul Chund Chobey, an ostensible agent of the 
Viziei’s in occasional attendance on the Governor-General, was also coming 
up with the fleet. An intrigue of Gunaish Pershaud, the son of Gocul Chund 
Chobey, whether his own unassisted contrivance or directed by Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, was detected early in September, and reported to you, for his 
Lordship’s information, in my private letter of the 8th of that month, to which, 
and to my further letters of the 26th and 27th of September, 1 would now 
particular!) refer, as they exhibit the view which I took of the proceedings at 
this Court in September, atid of the circumstances which gave rise to those 
proceedings. Gunaish Pershaud has since been convicted of intrigues with the 
Khass Muhl and the Nawab Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and of having received sums 
of money from them in advance, to be given, as he basely pretended, to natives 
about the Government-house, for the accomplishment of the objects of those 
personages. 
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56. The reported statement of Gunaish Pershaud to the Vizier, wiili a refe- 
rence to a reform of this Government, as conveyed by my private letter above- 
noticed, whether Gnnaislfs invention, or his father’s, or that of Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, was publicly talked of at this durbar, and naturally gave rise or 
encouragement to the intended deputation of Hukeem Mehdee to wait on the 
Governor-General at Elahabad, for the purpose of ascertaining his sentiments 
regarding the question of reform, as well as generally the degree of his Lord- 
ship’s confidence which was reposed in his representative at the Court of 
Lucknow. 


57. My objections to the deputation of Hukeem Mehdee, as expensive, unpro- 
fitable, and injurious, as well as inconsistent with the Vizier’s formerly declared 
opinion of the character and views of the Hukeem, are stated in my letters to 
your address of the 26th and 27lh of September, and they appeared to have 
made a proper impression on the mind of the Vizier at the time; for his Excel- 
lency departed from bis intention, and a large sum of money, three lacs of rupees, 
exclusive of jewels, as reported, which the Hukeem was to have received from 
his Excellency, and would doubtless have embezzled, under the pretext of apply- 
ing it as douceurs to the natives in the suite of the Governor-General, was 
thus saved to the Government of the Vizier. 

58. The feelings of disapw^ttnent and mortification excited in the 'mind of 
Hukeem Mehdee by the falU|M of this deputation may very easily be conceived. 
He ascribed it, of course, to my influence, and represented it, as I understood, 
to- the Vizier in the light of a subversion of his Excellency’s aiithdrity, and of 
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Bengal Political a measure adopted by me to lower hlni io the opinion of bis subjects, since ^ 
Contulmions, preparations for the mission bad been published, and the Hukeem had bem 

boasting by anticipation of the triumph which his mission to JLord Moir% would 
Letter give him over his rivals at this Court. 

** -59. The Vizier commenced his journey to Cawnpore on the 7th of the month 

of October, and on our second march from Lucknow an untoward occurrence 
took place respecting a trooper in his Excellency’s service, which would seenv 
to have been reported to Lord Moira in false or exajigerated terms, with the base 
and malicious design of prejudicing his Lordship against me. It would, perhaps, 
have been fortunate for me, if his Lordship, as I might naturally have expected 
trom consideration tor the high office which L hold, had stated this report to 
mysell*, instead of noticing it to persons who were not present on the occasion, 
and could not be informed of the circumstances, even if totally disinterested in 
their statement. The whole of the circumstances as they happened are recorded 
ill my paper of the 9th November, and may be referred to the testimony on 
oath of Captain Fortune and of several native spectators. Moonshee Alee 
Nuckee Khan, the head Moonshee of the Residency, who explained the cir- 
cumstances exactly as they occurred to the Vizier, and brought about the 
friendly explanation between his Excellency and me, has ever since been distin- 
guished by his Excellency’s favour, and received from him the title of Mosleh- 
ood-Dowlah, or conciliator, in consequence of his judicious conduct on that 
occasion. 

Co. On the morning of the 9th of October I quitted the Vizier’s camp and 
proceeded to Cawmpore, for the purpose of paying my personal respects to Lord 
Moira. The circumstances of my reception at Cawnpore, as naturally influ- 
encing the opinions of the Court and courtiers of Lucknow, shall here be briefly 
referred to. Having had no previous intimation of the Governor General’s 
desire of my immediate attendance on his Lordship, 1 proceerled to the house of 
General Stafford, commanding the troops at Cawnpore, and was informed by the 
General, on my arrival, that the customary honour of a salute to all foreign 
ambassadors was withholden from me by Lord Moira’s command, on the ground 
that the presence of the Governor-General suspended the rank of the repre- 
sentative of the British Government for the time. To this I might have 
answered from recollection, that salutes are usual in Fort- William on the arrival 
of Residents at the Presidency, and that the general orders of Lord Cornwallis 
presciibe this compliment to the Resklent at Lucknow at every station where 
there are guns, without any exception whatever. 

61. The inferences which were drawn in the Vizier’s camp from the omis- 
sion of this common observance were natural and unanswerable on my part. 
They were aided by the casual circumstance of my having awaited the order of 
Lord Moira for the honour of admission into his presence till a late hour in the 
afternoon ; and the personal kindness and affability of his Lordship’s manner 
towards me during the whole period of my stay at Cawnpore, though they 
inspired me with gratitude and respect, could have no influence whatever to 
remove the original impression which the foregoing circumstances occasioned 
on the minds of the Court of Lucknow. 

62. On the morning of the 10th of October I returned to the Vizier’s 
encampment, accompanied by a deputation from the Governor- General, to con- 
gratulate his Excellency on his arrival, and arrange the ceremonies of his first 
interview with his Lordship at Cawnpore on the following day. This inter- 
view took place, as described in the Governor-General’s minute, without any 
remarkable occurrence ; but immediately after it I was instructed by his 
Lordship’s Secretary, Mr. Ricketts, to open a negotiation with the Vizier for 
the loan of a crore of rupees to the Honourable Company, to appear as a volun- 
tary offer to Lord Moira. 

63. This negotiation was rendered peculiarly embarrassing to me, and of a 
nature likely to weaken the Vizier’s belief of n^ possessing the confidence^ 
the Govemor-General, by the circumstance of my having rejected a simiwr 
oflbr from the Vizier at the date of his accession to the musnua, profisssing the 

most 
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64. t a^ralhged ‘widi hili Excellency the* Vizier, that his offer of a crone of 
ropoes should he ntade at a conference with Lord Moira on the morning of the 
13th of October. At the close of this memorable conference, the only one to 
whidh I had the honour of admission till the night preceding Lord Moira**S 
departure from Lucknow, I was mortified and surprised beyond measure, after 
hearing his Lordship declare his entire confidence in the Resident, to find that 
declarariou superseded by an invitation of his Excellency the Vizier, distinctly 
translated by Mr. Swinton, to a conference with the Governor.General, from 
whmh Major Baillie should be excluded whenever the Vizier might desire it, 
for an^ purpose that he had in view. 


65. The motive of this invitation it is not for me to explain ; but the mani- 
fest inference to be drawn from it and its natiiral influence on the mind of a 
native, even untutored, cannot require explanation. 


66. His Excellency tlie Right Honourable the Governor-General has 
omitted, from forgetfulness I conclude, to refer to bis invitation of the Vizier 
at the first conference with his Excellency, and has described the subsequent 
invitation at their interview of the 15th October, to a previous application 
through Mr. Clarke ; but the circumstance, as described, being of some 
importance to my narrative, 1 must be forgiven for recalling it to notice. It 
must be evident to bis Lordship, on a recollection of bis personal invitation to 
the Vtziif at the first interview with his Excellency, that the subsequent appli- 
cation ffbm Mr. Clarke was utterly superfluous and useless; and hence I see 
reason to infer, that Mr. Claike's application to his Lordship could not have 
been suggested by the Vizier, but was devised by Hukeem Mehdee, or Mr. 
Clarke, for purposes sufficiently obvious, and the success of it afterwards used 
as a proof to his Excellency the Vizier of his Lordship’s displeasure with me, 
which may naturally enough have induced the Vizier’s supervenient avowal of 
the application, when questioned to that effect at the conference. 

67 . And here I may be allowed to lament, that an infraction so manifest and 
express, on the part of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, of the positive orders 
of Government, in presuming to be the channel of communication between the 
Vizier and the Governor-General, should not only have been tolerated but 
acted on, and the circumstance concealed from my knowledge till recorded in 
the minute of Lord Moira. Mr. Ricketts mentioned to me, 1 recollect, that a 
message had been received by his Lordship through an ii regular channel, and 
that the bearer of the message had been reprimanded ; but Mr. Ricketts 
repeatedly declined to inform me of the purport of the message, the name or 
condition of the messenger, and whether he was European or native. I par- 
ticiilaily enquired if it was Taj-ood-Deen Hoosein Khan, a person noticed in 
this narrative as one of the emissaries of Hukeem Mehdee, who was known to 
have attended Mr. Ricketts. Mr, Ricketts did not answer my question, so as 
to throw any light on the subject. 

68. Tlie conference on Saturday at Lord Moira’s, from which his Lordship 
*Was pleased to exclude me, at the suggestion of Mr. Clarke and Captain 
McLeod, passed over, like the former one in camp, without any remark- 
able occurrence. The plot could not have been brought to maturity at that 
time, pr the Viziet’s conscience must have hitherto resisted the^f pra/pti^^ of 
Hufkbens Mehdee and hit colleagues in intrigue. 1 had waited on his Excel- 

''’hMhey tetj(fi»r« dinner, .fi»r tl^ ptirppie of, attending him M the Govermiient- 
’^'^ifaiuse, *mlii had aciioinpenjod hi^, usually did Hvlfcti Indiflhveiit * persons 
toimSfWMiier of his the river, 

’#here we discussed the terms of die ddigatioh to‘'w'^i*tf^to'4>y»the>GovejN»os- 

11 K General 



954 


OUDE PAPERS. , 

Bengal Pttiiueai GenenU fbr the loan of a crora of rupees* 8f>4 the prpMi^iUlNB^ of tlb# fdv«Dee 
aNev!'i^' and.re^yasent of tiieaMreraillastatinen^ oftheloap* . . 

09>k The ei^traordinarj {nsinuaUon of Captain McLeod in bis second stttew 
from tte«ident at okont* With f^ard tp the idiove^nezitioiied (Mraferenoe, adbidli a manifiist and 
Lucknow. ihost impressive description of the state of his own taind at the time* but can 

s obviously iiave no rOference whatever to mine ; for I have already declared, 

and am ready to repeat upon oath* that the moat distant idea of a complsint 
against me by the Vizier could never have entered into my contemplation : 
and it is further worthy of remark* that the Vizier*s paper of requests* pre- 
pared abd given in to Lord Moira at the first conference with his Lords^p* 
without my previous knowledge or concurrence* though containing objections 
to the re&rm* was descriptive of the most cordial friendship for me. 

70. I returned with his Excellency in his carriage on Saturday night tO the 
camp, and he favoured me with a partial desci^tion of what paMed at the 
conference with Lord Moira, exemplifying his !Lordship*s assumnoe of friend- 
ship and regard for his Excellency, by the expression ** Huzrut, loom kboosh 
" rohu**in Hindoostanep, which his Excellency repeated several times* and seemed 
to be highly pleased with, as well as some other occurrences at the conference 
which his Excellency described to me during our drive, more particularly that 
of his having been desired to give in another paper of requests* which he had 
promised to do accordingly } hut added, that he was at a loss how to frame it* 
and must require my advice on the subject. 

71. During our stay in the neighbourhood of Cawnpore (I forget the particu- 
lar day) 1 received a note from Captain Gilbert, to request ray sanction of his 
visiting the Nawaub Vizier in his camp. The application and the visit surprised 
me, because I knew that Captain Gilbert* though repeatedly ray guest at Luck- 
now, could scarcely have any acquaintance with the present Vizier, who was 
rarely in attendance on his father, and as 1 could not be present on that day to intro- 
duce Captain Gilbert to his Excellency, the visit appeared to be irregular; yet, 
a consideration of Captain Gilbert’s connexion with Lord Moira* and a natural 
belief that his Lordship’s sanction to this visit must have been previously obtained, 
precluded all objection on my part* and I afterwards understood that Captain 
Gilbert had been introduced to the Vizier by Mr. Clarke, as Lord Moira’s confi- 
dential friend, and that presents of some jewelry and shawls* inconsistent with 
established observances* since Captain Gilbert had no official character, had been 
sent by the Vizier to his house. Mr. Clarke was reported to be the medium of the 
transmission of those presents to Captain Gilbert, and also of a sword to Major 
Davidson ; and this circumstance struck me in such a light as to open my 
eyes in some degree with regard to the conduct of Mr. Clarke, whom I requested 
Captain McLeod, as bis friend, to admonish of the impropriety of such conduct. A 
conversation of some length took place between Captain McLeod and me on this 
subject at the house of Captain Maling at Cawnpore ; and it has since frequently 
occurred to me, that Captain McLeod appeared to defend the conduct of Mr* 
Clarke on that occasion with a degree 01 warmth, irritation, and impatience, 
which ought to have opened my eyes, if I had not been totally unsuspecting, to 
the views and practices of the former as well as the latter, and to the encourage- 
ment (unintentional I am persuaded) which their joint views must have received 
from an authority paramount to my own. 

72. His Excellency the Vizier took leave of the Governor-General at Cawn- 
pore on Monday the 17th of October, and we commenced our journey towards 
Lucknefw on the following day. During the journey, and after our return to 
the capital, the greatest possible cordiality subsisted between his Excellency and 
me, and be appeared to be even more than ordinarily kind and attentive. A din- 
ner, by special invitation* at Julotra, where an illumination on the water took 
place, was an unusual mark of his attention ; and he expressed a mrticirifir 
anxiety, on that occasion, to obtain my assistance ip framing the secomt Mperbf 
requests which be had promised to submit to Lord Moka. ’ ' ' 

75. You most recollect the purport of my private » 

self about fills time, in which 1 parlioulwty stated h^vlhg , 4c( t l1 lWPd ^ ' 
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that they should be the gghuioe dictates of bis owh mind, uqin^O^PfCed by any g^NovI^iei”* 

advise^i.^inpe t^^i and tShese only, were desired by his Excellency’s friend, the .J_ 
Goirai^rTfQeneral. My letter of ^e f6th of October, of whidl) 1 still have a J-etwr 
copy,,descxibes.|,be circusnstanees that attended the final preffaration liM^tnins- *”’Lu^kn**”* ** 
mlsspoi of ^e second paper of requests, which, as containing nothing indicative 
in the repiotest degree of his j^oellency’s dissatisfaetibn with me, must be 
rec^ved as a posidve proof that even then, notwithstanding all the attempts of 
his Excellency’s enemies and mine, his conscience, or innate sense of honour and 
rectifude, hao hitherto resisted their endeavours to produce the false accusation 
which he was ultimately eompelled to exhibit. 

74. His Excellency’s meetings with the Governor- General during the first 
week alter bis Lordship’s arrival at Lucknow w'ere frequent, almost daily 
indeed ; and durti^ this period it is remarkable, that no symptom of dissatisfac- 
tton with me on die part of his Excellency should have appeared : tha4 on the 
contrary, the utmost cordiality on both sides should have been manifest, and that 
uo ^position should have been indicated, either directly or dirough the medium 
»f the secretaries, to dhtain a conference with the, Governor-General, or to make 
any communication to his Lordship, save through the constituted and regular 
cl|anuel. 

75. A suspicion in the mind of the Governor-General, that I had misinter- 
preted a request of the Vizier’s with regard to the appointment of Dr. Wilson, is 
indicated by a passage in the minute which his Lordship has been pleased to 
lecord, having reference to the elephant light at Baroun : but as this suspicion 
has been obviated by the official report of bis Loidship’s three secretaries or their 
conference with his Excellency the V izicr, at which his former request on this 
subject is specifically referred to and coufirmed, it seems totally unnecessary for 
me to comment on this unfortunate occurrence. Yet I entreat my Lord Moira to 
considei*, and dispassionait^Iy to reflect on the inference which the Vizier must ha\e 
necessarily drawn from liis liordship’s suspicion of the veracity of his represen- 
tative at the court of Lucknow, evinced by bis deputation of Captain Gilbert to 
ascertain the correctness of my interpretation of a speech which was made by bis 
Excellency in the presence ot a hundred spectators. 

76. .To this deputation of Captain Gilbert, and his private conference, 
assiti;ed by Mr. Clarke, with the Vlzief, 1 ascribe the maturation of the plot : a 
conspiracy designed by Hukeem Mehdee, most readily entered into by Captain 
Mcl^od and Mr. Clarke, and unintentionally encouraged by Lord Moira ; the 
principal objects of which were the subversion of the rerorm of this Government, 
my removal from the office of Resident, and the elevation of Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan to the station of Prime Minister to the Vizier. Some other subordinate 
objects, which have a natural tendency to explain, and were necessary, perhaps, to 
account Ibr, the extraordinary association and views of the subordinate instru- 
ments of the intrigue, have been ascribed to it by general report, which the 
Vizier, as 1 understand, has authenticated, and which his Minister has frequently 
declared to me to consist with his personal knowledge. Captain McLeod and 
Mr. Clarke are reported to have each had a promise from his Excellency of th6 
sum of a lac of rupees,* as the reward of their labours in ascertaining the 
sentimems of the Governor-General with regard to the reform and the Resident j 
and tils Excellency had further engaged to make good such other douesprs, 
to a very considerable amount, as Captain Mcl^d and Mr. Clarke might 
recommend to be given to their friends who assisted the progress of their enqui- 
ries. Mr. Clarke was to be aide*de-canip and Majoi‘, with the salary annexed 

to 

* TUs |irbini«e. if tnade aM »p<»rted, was certainly nevor perfonned by his Exc^ellency, who 
ftwn dteBisnrnS of (be eiqioMie df the intrigue diewed a marked dialike, and even an iiiibetbl 
leaenttnant towarda Captain MclaOd, 'Mr. CkmC, and Mr. Law, which I had aome dfficidty in 
rMtndaing, The tw« fiMnsser jnmtlemen, in particular, thouah I nutit evprdeew eenduct to 
5* esatPMwdwagjr depee,.lM>m with a lelhinlce to fte public imd to myself, 

nave IClRiied utuh ipore from the, egects of ki dww< Wy 'fiadipgS towards them tA any time could 
havf Mhutedwie M widh er desfre. 
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77. llie conversation holden with his EttcdfenCj the Viitter by 
Qilberty on the occasion dbove referveil to* has never been paiticniaf^y Ctqplftffked 
to me. Its general |utrpoit and driR* as described by his b^ceUeni;y tq.1^ 
Minister* and repeated ny the latter to my Moonshee* we of a natt{r« |o,forcf 
on bis £xcdltency*s mind a conviction of the Oovemyor-Ganeral’s disuh^sui'a 
with me* and his resolution to remove me from any station* if a pretext ^ 
doing so could be found. Captain Gilbert’s manner must have indicated^ if^his 
language did not clearly express* the Govenior^xeneral's susincioin of tny ventf 
city jn the case of Dr. Wilson and Mr. Law* and his Eordship’s particular 
desire to place the latter in his Excellency's household* Id the room the 
former* who was disliked, and whom h^^ Excellency, It was insinuated* (^ouTd 
guard against as the confidential filend of the Resident. The natUrkl e^ct of 
such a conversation, and of the comments which Mr. Clarke would have thade 
on it, on the mindof his Excellency the Vizier, nay* the necessary inference which 
be must have drawn frdm a question that indicated a doubt in the mind of the Go> 
vemor-General of the truth of Any statement to his Lordship, needs not to be si^* 
gestedby me* and may very naturally have produced* with a view to LordMoira’^ 
gratification, the message which Captain Gilbert reported to have been given 
to him by his F xcellency the Vizier. Mr. Clai ke has thought proper to suppress 
any allusion, the most remote, to this conference in his answer to your official 
reference, and the reason for his doing so must be plain. This circumstance* 
of ilselfi supeisedes the necessity for my ofiTering any comments on the charac- 
ter* in other respects, of that gentleman's letter to your address. 


78. It is further worthy of remark* with a reference to Captain Gilbert's 
deputation* that 1 received a note from this gentleman while on my way to 
Constantia, in the morning, requesting my permission to breakfast that day witli 
his Excellency* but taking no notice whatever of bis having received an invita- 
tion to do so, nor of the conference which was proposed to be holden, under the 
sanction and instruction of tlie Governor-General* which must obviously, in the 
mind of Captain Gilbeit, have superseded his application to me ; and therefore 
the motive of the application* unless intended as a blind to conceal fiom me the 
real design of the visit* would seem to require explanation. 


79. Another ciicumstance, deserving perhaps of remark* with a reference to 
Captain Gilbert's deputation, occurs to be noticed in this place. Whilo sitting 
with Lord Moira at breakfast, I received a message from the Vizier* to announce 
an unexpected visit from Captains Gilbert and McRa, and to enquire whether 
presents should be offered to them. 1 stated the message to Lord Moira* who 
observed that no presents must be taken* and wrote a note to that effect to 
one of the gentlemen. From this circumstance and the foregoing, 1 should 
infer that Captain Gilbert's visit to his Excellency was not only unexpected but 
unsought, and that Captain Gilbert must have mfsunderstood the intention of 
his Excellency's remark with regard to the carriage of the cheelas. 

80. On the subject of Lord Moira's conversation with the Vizier during their 

drive to the review in cantonments, on the morning of the diet of Oatober, it 
seems unnecessary to make any remark. His Excellency subsequcutly 'men- 
tioned to me the attempts of botli in the carriage to make themselvea. 
un(|erstood* and we breakfasted in a body at the Residency, where nothittjt but 
the utmost cordiality towards me appealed in the conduct of the Vizier, whom 
I invited to dine with me in 'the evening, totally unsuspicious, of tbum, oi 
what die interview of the evening was to produce. ' ' ' 

81. Tbepairticulars of Mr. Ricketts' cotiferance with the 

the 8 1 St of October are distinctly related <by tbat- geatlemi^n^ janai,fgg^rqp»g 
those I sdiaU oidy «einark^ that Mr^ Rkketbif depwSbition M 0*^ 

ceeding on CaptaidGaibertls report* 'iniglMt be eiCfPtOted, to,^fiiu09 jWJgWjt 
lotbich should talfywmtotlysndktbe^lennfirv iln»l thMtlbd 
Mnc^^s mind of k«rd»Moira*a4k|deBalm'ejgaidst>iiii mml Wff 
•ftet(* instead of being impaired* by the nature of Mr. Ricketts* comraunicatfom 
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fts ba« indeed been established beyond a doubt by Mr. Ricketts's subsequent Bengal PoUtical 
report, in coojurwiion with Mr. Swinton and yourself, of the genuine senti- 3 
ments of the Vizier, declared at your conference with bb Excellency, which 
took place on the itli of Noveoiher. Latter 

. , . , . , . , , , . , from Keeidant at 

8£. This latter is a document, in my opinion, so convmcme and so entirely Lucknow. 

conclusive in favour of every fact which 1 have stated, and of every inference 
which I have drawn with a reference to the recent transactions, that 1 might here 
conclude my narrative with safety, and with perfect reliance on the justice of 
every unprejudiced reader, for a qpmplete vindication of my conduct in all the 
particulars that have been noticed ny his Excellency the Right Honourable 
Governoi-General, and in the papers to nhich his minute refers. 

83. Before concluding, however, I shall state a few further particulars which 
were brought to my knowledge subsequently to the exhibition and retractation of 
the Vizier’s most extraordinary charges, and since the Governor'Ceneral’s 
departure from Lucknow. 

64. It appears that his Excellency was induced to believe, by the repeated as> 
surances or Hukeeni Mehdee, supported by Mr. Clarke and Captain McLeod, and 
partieularly by the inference whicli he drew from the deputation of Captain Gilbert 
and Mr. Ricketts, that the principal object of Lord Moira’s visit to Lucknow was to 
establish the grounds of a prejudice which he had long entertained against me, 
connected with my proceedings at this Court in the time of his Excellency’s 
father. That bis Lordship was satisfied, further, of the fidelity and attachment 
of Hukeem Mehdee, and disposed to support bis pretensions to the office of 
Minister of Oude ; more particularly in opposition to Mirza Jafer, whom 
his Lordship disliked very much in cons^uence of my recommendation. 

That Mr. Ricketts, his Loidship’s confidential Secretary, was also favourable to 
Hukeem Mehdee, and particularly hostile to me and to the sons of Mirza J&fer, 
and that I was an object of envy and aversion to all the principal persons in the 
suite of the Governor-Geneial. That bis Excellency had nothing to do but to 
exhibit some complaints against me, w bicb his Lordship would gladly receive and 
act on without investigation, and that the appointment of Hukeem Mehdee, or 
any other person unconnected with me or with Mirza Jfifer, whom the Vizier 
iqight select for his Minister, would immediately follow his nomination. That 
the office of Resident should be filled by a gentleman to whom his Excellency 
might be partial, and who would consult his pleasure in all things ; and that the 
beating ot the nobut (a large drum) over the new gateway of the palace, which 
appears to have been an object of some importance to tlie Vizier, and which he 
had hesitated from delicacy to mention to me, should form a spontaneous sugges- 
tion of the Governor-General at the conference fixed for the 3 1st of October, when 
the charges against me should be given in. Those charges were accordingly 
preparecl by Hukeem Mehdee, as I am disposed to believe, though unquestionably 
with the knowledge and advice of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, the latter 
of whom is asserted by the Vizier to have given them into his liands, while 
Hukeem Mehdee most positively ascribes the preparation of the papers to Mr. 

Clarke in concurrence with Captaiu McLeod, by whom some of the charges 
were suggested. 

85. The manner of the exposure of the intrigue, and the circumstances which 
Ijsd the Vizier to so early a recantation of his absurdity, remain to be explained, 
and are as follow, related to me by the Minister, and confirmed by the statement 
of his Sovereign. 

96 . The result of the conference at the Residency on the evening of the 3 1 st of 
October would appear to have greatly disappointed the expectations of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, and to have utterly falsified the statements of Hukeem Mehdee 
and his English coadjutors. His Excellency saw no satisfaction evinced in 
tie countenance of the Governor-General at receiving those charges agufrst 
tie Resident which were stated to form the principal object of his Lord^p’s 
to Lucknow. • An immediate assurance of my removal, without any. invW- 
of the charges, which bis Excellency had bwn taught tOfCxpect, ; was alike 
tgcomnatibto with the public justice of the Goveruo^Gene^al and with the 
) ilL print. 
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privttte viitue'of liordMmra. |lit>Lordi^i|:tVjir^udioe «gak»t 
of the misrepreaetitatioQ of ray enemies and of his ignoraace *of thtf mrtiva 
dutmeter, couid go no farther than to inspire him with a desire of asceitaStaliig 
the truth, of ccwrecting my errors if established^ and dpiag justioe to my motisef 
if they were pure. He received tlie charges ip silence, or with an assurance 
merely that they should be taken into consideration, and Justice impaitidlJy rtn- 
dered. The nomination of Hukeera Mehdee to be Minister instead of receiving thd 
immediate confirmation of Lord Moira, was rejected in um^udified terms, on the 
just and obvious grounds of that person’s known enmity tC the British Gov^. 
ment and the general unworthiness of bis character. The trifling aflfhir of 
nobut, too, instead of being distinguished by his Lordship’s particular notice, in 
anticipation of his Excellency’s desire, was explained away in an instant by a 
personal reference to me; thus indicating, inane instance at least, that my 
veracity was a natural test for the Governor>General to recur to where his Cav 
had not previously been abused, and establishing to his Excellency’s conviction 
tliat the assurances of Hnkeem Mehdee and his fellows were unauthorized by the 
Governor-General,- and dictated their personal views. His Excellency further, 

on quitting the scene of the conference, aware of what he had been doing and 
seeing me in conversation with you, paid particular attention to my countenance, 
and saw expressions in it which he supposed to proceed from my knowledge of 
the purport of his charges, my inward consciousness of their falsehood, my 
conndence in the result of their investigation, and from a mixed feeling of indig- 
nation and compassion towards himself for the ingratitude and absurdity of bis 
conduct. 


87. I confess that some portion of those feelings M'as passing in my mind at 
the time, though the foolish complaint about the nobut was ail that had then been 
explained to roe. You added, to the best of my recollection^ that there were a 
number of other matters of complaint, which 1 should be informed of in doe 
time ; and this partial information from you, connected with the appearance 
Mr. Clarke, who had attended bis Excellency, self-invited to my house, and was 
then strutting up and down the room with an air of remarkable consequence, 
gave a feeling or indignation to my mind, which my face may very probably 
liai'c pourtrayed. 

88. On the Vizier’s getting up to take leave, I was either out of the way or 
(lid not (xime forward to attend him ; and Lord Moira, with bis usual considera- 
tion in matters of personal etiquette, having called for me, as the master of the 
house, to attend my guest to his carriage, this circumstance, I have since under- 
stood, formed another disappointment and a source of remorse to the Vizier, who 
expected the Resident elect, or his Lordship’s confidential Secretary, to assume 
my place on that occasion, llis hand trembled while in mine, and he appeared 
to be generally agitated, but said nothing at parting with me, and 1 certainly 
said nothing to his Excellency, save the usual compliment at taking leave. 


89 . Aglia Meer, who was perfectly acquainted with the origin and progress of 
the intrigue, and with all the parties concerned in it, but had neither power, nor 
perhaps inclination at that time to defeat it, and far less, I can confidently assert, 
any hope of advantage from its exposure, proceeded from the Residency, as he 
was always in the habit of doing, to the house of my bead Moonshee, Alee 
Nuckee Khan, where the business of the evening was talked over, and my Moon- 
shee became partially informed of the nature of the charges or complaints which 
the Vizier had 4}resented to the Governor-General. The Motxishee veiy natnrally 
observed to Agna Meer, that both bis master and himself must be aware of their 
utter falsehood and absurdity, and the certainty of the exposure of both, when 
the matter should be properly investigated. , 


90 . Agha Meer, after this conversation, twk leave of my Moonshee for the 
night, and went home to bis house in the city, whence next morniog^ at the 
usual hour, he attended his master for orders, and found him, as he.fe^oitadjto 
me, in a state of agitation and terror, oceasioned, as his ExK^Hehey deda^. 
-by refiectionon the occnrreaces of the evening* Agha Meer, jaliht^^ Inu'aituy 
rgiuced at his ExceUrficy*s rcfientance of a conduct whieb hf bad 
ungrateful and unworthy, yet aware of his master’s disposition and oftbf pro]br 
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tHIMilRig' il, endeavoured at first to encourage him by assurances of Bengal Pi^oicajl 
tord llulraV airport.’ Wliat s^^es displeasure of Millie,” said s®Mbv*i^' 
Agha lii|cer» ** since he can no. longer remain at Lucknow. ■ We cam tell our own ' 

stpirjc whra be departs ; and, by the blessing of God, your Excellency is an indc- Letter 

“ p^entand poweiful prince, supported by the Goveroor-Gener^ tlie king of from Hwidentat 
“ ki^s, .whom no person can resist nor oppose." — *• But whence this su|^>ort,”. L«ckn«w. 
said lus Excellency ; ** Lord Moira gave me no such assurance. He did not 
“ appear pleased by my complaints; he rejected expressly my proposal for tbo 
“ appointment of Hukeem Mehdee to be Minister ; aud with regard to the 
« imbut he observed that a, reference should be made to Ma jor Baillie. Wbeii 
** we c^e out, too, 1 observed Major Baillie, to whom Mr. Adam bad been 
speaking, as confident and as totally unconcerned as if nothing bad passed to 
displease him : and yet it is obvious that he was displeased, fur he would not 
“ come to hand me dotvn stairs till Lord Moira desired him to do so, when he 
must have seen my regret and confusion. I can never look him in the face, 

** far less can I repeat in his presence the contents of that horrible paper." 

91. AgbaMeer was now satisfied, as he states, of his Sovpeign's cordial contri- 
tion fer the gross impropriety of bis conduct, and his desire of a reconciliation 
with me. He naturally, therefore, changed his ground, and applauded and 
encouraged the disposition which he would in vain liave attempted to excite in a 
mind like his Excellency the Viziers, till his own reflections had led to it. He 
regretted that his Excellency had been itoisled by the false and interested repre- 
sentations of his ancient epemy, Hukeem Mehdee, and those fawning Feringees 
(as he called them) who had brought hb Excellency into trouble. He painted in 
lively colours the tried friendship of the Resident on a number of former occa- 
sions as well as since his Excellency’s accession ; my good name among the 
English gentlemen as well as the natives of India, \^ich might have pre- 
vented the Governor- General from removing me, notwithstanding his personal 
dislike ; and finally, the benevolence of my disposition, as he termed it, which 
had always led' me to forgive the offences of my bitterest enemies, instancing par- 
ticularly Hukeem Mehdee. whom 1 had taken into favour myself on the death of 
the late Vizier, though his former practices were known to me, and had eveai 
interceded with his Excellency in his behalf. “ Be assured,” said Agha Meer to 
his Excellency, that you have no reason to doubt the ready forgiveness of Major 
“ Baillie for any thing you may have done to displease him ; more particularly 
when informed of the circumstances which induced you to act as you have 
'' done. Besides, it is possible,” be added, “ that Major Baillie may still be 
“ ignorant of the contents of the paper which you gave in ; and, if you please, I 
“ will go to him now with the usual message of friendly enquiry from your Ex- 
cellency, and endeavour to find out what he knows and thinks of the pro- 
“ ceedings of the evening.”—'* Go immediately,” said his Excellency to Agha 
Meer, “ and tell the Resident the whole of the truth. Tell him how I was 
misled by Clarke and McLeod, that they were the sole instigators of my con- 
** duct, that they forced these papers into my hands and insisted on my giving 
** them to Lord Moira, that they had been practising upon me with this view 
** before t left Lucknow, and on my way to Cawnpore, and while there, and 
that I constantly resisted their attempts, till they brought Captain Gilbert to 
** me with a message from the Governor-General, which at length induced me to 
listen to their false and malicious assurances, and to give in the papers which 
** they pn^pared. Tell the Resident, further, that he has long been my uncle and 
** friend, t repent with sorrow and shame my ungrateful conduct towards 
** him, and am ready to make every reparation. Go, tnen, with the Resident to 
** Lord Moira, or to his Lordship’s secretaries, and tell them the whole of the 
*‘ truth, and bring me back those horrible papers that the Resident may be pre- 
* vented from seeing them.” 

. 98* Agha Meer came accordingly to my house, but found that I was •out 
ridii^ aiKl heard that I was to breakfast at Constantia. He therefore went to 
my Moonshee, and explained to liim the nature of the message with which 1^ 

•wiae chmged by^ the Vizier. My Moonshee very properly observed, tjie 
tmuRer was too important to be delayed, and suggested Agha Meec’s ibllowing 
me to Constantia to deliver -the message fr(»n his master. Wkh . what follows 

. . you 
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93. Next morning I carried the letter to Conatantia, and had an audience of 
the Governor-General on the subject of it. His Lordship must doubtless 
recollect the purport of our convo-sation on that occasion and on the following 
day, at Constantia. I lamented in forcible terms the association of English 
gentlemen, my acquaintances and friends as 1 supposed them, in the designs 
and intrigues of Hukeeni Mehdee, for the purpose of subverting my influence 
and of frustrating the views of the Government, the sole and legitimate objects to 
which my influence had ever been applied. I regretted the encouragement 
which had been afforded to the base designs of my enemies by his Lordship’s 
ignorance of the native character, and of the intrigues, which had now been 
developed, to weaken his confidence in me, and which bad occasioned so much 
trouble and vexation. On his Lordship’s evincing a disposition to vindicate the 
conduct of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, which I described as in direct 
opposition to the positive orders of Government, 1 went so far as to state with 
submission, that agreeably to the view which his Lordship had taken of their 
proceedings, I must cousider them as authorized spies on the conduct of his Lord- 
ship’s representative, a mortification to which I numbly presumed that his Lord- 
ship could never mean to subject me. When bis Lordship expressed a desire to 
confront those gentlemen with the Nawaub, 1 most readily concurred in the 
suggestion, and instead of throwing obstacles in the way of an investigation of 
the matter of complaint against myself, 1 encouraged it by every argument in my 
power. With reference to Mr, Law and Mr. i>e L’Etang, I entirely concurred 
with his Lordship in acquitting them of any active share in the intrigue, though 
1 considered Mr. Law as apprized of it; and with regard to Mr. De L’Etang, in 
particular, I stated what his Lordship has recorded. 1 must, however, be per- 
mitted to remark, with all due deference to his Loirdship, that 1 am not aware of 
any inference to be drawn from this circumstance, which could militate against 
the positive proof that has appeared of the association of Captain McLeod and 
Mr. Clarke, from the commencement of the intrigue until its exposure. 

94. The nomination by his Excellency the Vizier of bis old and confidential 
servant, Agha Meer, to the office of his Minister, v the only circumstance that 
remains to be noticed in this narrative; and 1 am induced to advert to it solely by 
the allusion in the Governor- General’s minute to aki intrigue, more efliicacioui 
than the first, to set aside the complaints against the Resident, the reward of 
whicli was the elevation of Agha Meer to a station of which be was unworthy. 

95. I beg of you to recollect the substance of your letter to me, conveying 
the commands of the Governor-General, that in compliance with the desire of 
the Vizier I should assist him in the choice of a Minister. This letter was written 
and received on the 6th of November, some days after the exposure of the in- 
trigue, and when all discussions regarding it had ceased ; my answer is probably 
in your possession. 1 stated the greatest reluctance to advise the Vizier on this 
point, and the natural ground of that reluctance, my conviction that the only 
person worthy of the trust was a person whom his Lordship reject^ by reason of 
his connexion with me. I further entreated, in royr answer, that yourself, or some 
other of the secretaries, should be joined in the mission whb me. This lequest was 
declined by Lord Moira, in tenns the most gratifying to my feelings, as expre^ 
siye of a renewal of his confidence, and In obedience to his Lordship’s command, 
1 promised to wait on his Excellent^ and ’report the leault of our conference. 

9fi. That 


you are as mell acquainted as I am. I was sitting with you and Mr. Siwmton 
when Agha Meer was announced to be m waiting. I came out to the door to 
receive him, but refused to luten to his conversation the moment the drift of it 
was perceived. He then begged to be conducted to you and Mr. Swiotofi, to 
whom, as well as to me, the message of bis roaster was to be conveyed. 1 oqu. 
ducted him into your presence accordingly, took my leave, and returned to tiie 
Residency, where shortly after I w'as followed by Agha Meer, and again refused 
to receive the communication which be uflPered to me from his master, desiring 
that it should be brought to me in writing. The letter of the 1st of November wiS 
accordingly brought to me in the evening, and the contents of it, with the 
feelings of horror which they naturally excited in my mind, were communinited 
to you for Lord Moira’s information immediately. 
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■' a'hlUifuiii^^ to th&(9ovdl^t-Crel)'6HfiWtf '6^^^d4dras/cotii 

' lji^'l!xc^^cy;'‘^n(t' it wife the obfv result to be exacted. Mir^ twer, the most 
'r«|)d!:^le from ^alent^' and birth^ and the most desirable ifrom attoph- 

mc^lL'tti’d^l' i^itbrests, that nras then 'to ^ found iii this capital, whs proscribed, 
o^'^posed ito be proscribed, by the Gbvernor-Oenerafs displeasure. Mukeem 
hiehdee 'bad' Been rejected by nis Lordship. Rajhh fihuVanee l^ershaudj and 
'Bteiae-'t)yM-lKrishefl, Were the only two revenue officers of note who a’ere known 
to bii Excellency pr* to me. The first had been a fugitive for many years, in 
balance to tfie State, and had just been recalled from his exile ; he was known to 
,be indiebted many lacs of rupees to the bankets of Lucknow, and to have lost bis 
credit with them, and with all descriptions of the people, by his flight while in the 
service of Government. These circumstances were mentioned by me, and 
immediately acknowledged by bis Excellency as substantial reasons for rejecting 
him*' Xilya-Krisben, tlie next on the roll, was unexceptionable in every respect 
for the oiifice ot Dewau, and the V izier’s nomination of bim to that office had my 
ready and cordial concurrence. For the situation of Naib there was no one. 
The person named Skeikh Imam Rukhsh, who is referred to in Lord Moira’s 
minute, Js a man who had served the late Almass Alec Kban for many years as a 
Vakeel, in attendance first on the commanding-officer at Cawnpore, and after- 
wards associated with a Hindoo of greater respectability than himself in attend- 
ance at the Resident’s durbar. The mention of his name by his Excellency was 
suggested, as I understand, by Mr. Clarke, between whom and Imam Bukbsh 
there was a friendship. Dut the office iutended for Imam fiukhsh was merely that 
of deputy to Hukeeni Mchdee in the management of some subordinate depart- 
ment, when the latter should be called to the station of Minister; and it is re- 
markable, that Iiijam Bukhsh now actually holds the same office under the present 
Minister, Agha Meer. 

97* There was obviously, therefore, no person of any distinction or note under 
the former Government of Oude whom the present Vizier could select for the 
office of bis principal Minister ; and on my calling his Excellency’s attention to 
the three essential qualitio which appeared to me indispensable in the person to 
be selected for this office, namely, first, attachment to his Excellency's person, 
established to such a degree as should merit his entire confidence ; secondly, that 
innate principle of justice and benevolence, which should lead the Minister to 
restrain oppression and promote the happiness of the people; and thirdly, that 
conviction of the unity and identity of the interests of his Excellency’s Govern- 
ment and ours, which would ensure his unremitting endeavours to preserve 
harmony and cordiality between them, his Excellency immediately observed to 
me, that the first of the qualities which I mentioned could only be found in Agha 
Meer, whom he had known and brought up from his infancy, and that he 
believed bim to (lossess the other two. I replied, that I saw no objection to Agha 
Meer, if such were his Excellency’s sentiments, except the want of former 
infiuence and consideration among his subjects, and of experience in matters of 
state. “ The first,” said his Excellency, “ I can give him ; and as to the second, 
" he may, gradually acquire it, and will piofit in the meantime by your advice, 
“ and by the know lege and experience of Dya-Krishen.” I then suggested to 
his ExccUeucy^ that the name of Agha Meer should be noticed among others in 
his letter to the Governor-General, and that the decision should be left to his 
Lordship. ' ' 


98. The foregoing is all that occurred, to tlie best of my recollection and belief^ 
atmycoiiftfrence with his Excellency the Vizier, which was sought, as I under- 
stood, by his Excellency, and prescribed to me by Lord Moira’s command, on 
the subject of the appointment of Ministers IF 1 have erred in any part of the 
statemept, a' reference to his Excellency will correct me : and with this state- 
ment 1 conclude the narrative and vindication of ray proceedings as Resident at 
the CdQrt df EuckimW, during' the eventful and memorable period, whitjh has first 
seriied to leall ip question tfie^ imTits of liiy political services to the Honourable 
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P. S. With a reference to the date of this letter, it seems proper to offer an 
explanation of the causes of my delay to transmit it. 

The chief of those causes I must avow to have been the return of his Excel- 
lency the Riglit Honourable the Governor-General to this neighbourhood, and 
a natural apprehension in my mind of that event’s giving rise to some new in- 
trigues and conspiracies of a nature similar to the former, which have actually 
arisen from it as 1 foresaw, and have occasioned a great deal of trouble and vex- 
ation to me as well as detriment to the public interests. 

Those intrigues, however, have hitherto bad an obvious tendency to corroborate, 
rather than weaken, the conclusions which are drawn in my narrative, and which 
manifestly flow from the facts and circumstances that are stated in it. The 
Minister of the Vizier’s Government, whom Lord Moira supposed to be the origin 
of an intrigue more eflicacious than that which gave rise to the complaints 
against the Resident, is no longer in power at this Court, is an object of his 
Sovereign’s aversion, and has been so for several months, in consequence of the 
intrigues of his enemies, encouraged by the flckleness of his master’s disposition, 
and supported, as I have reason to believe, by native emissaries, as formerly, in the 
suite of the Governor-General, who have been enabled by fortuitous circum- 
stances to impress the Vizier with a belief that the Minister is disliked by his 
Lordship, and that a number of his Excellency’s measures shortly after his acces- 
sion to the musnud, which are ascribed to my influence over his mind, although 
prescribed to me by the orders of the Government, have been disapproved by the 
Governor-General. Vet, under all these unfavourable circumstances, no surmise 
of any thing like the intrigue which was ascribed to the unfortunate Agha Meer 
has hitherto come to my knowledge, and his Excellency th# Vizier, though we 
have actually degraded his Minister, placed his person under rigorous restraint, 
and disclaimed a number of measures which the Minister adopted by his com- 
mand, has never yet been prevailed on to disavow the sincerity of his repentance 
and recantation of his absurd complaints against me, nor bis original exposure of 
the authors of them. On the other hand, his recall of Mirza Hajee to favor, the 
earnestness with which he solicited the continuance of Mr. Wilson in his house- 
hold, and the tenor of his letters on those subjects, have a manifest tendency to 
demonstrate the truth of luy .solemn declaration, that his original employment 
of Mirza Hajee, and his ostensible appointment of Mr. Wilson to the office of his 
personal surgeon, were the acts of his free will, uninfluenced by any suggestion on 
my part or even by a wish foi my gratification. 

Another cause of the delay, which candour impels me to acknowledge, has pro- 
ceeded from a natural desire, that the final decision in this country, on a question 
of such importance to my character, should involve the collective opinionof all the 
members of the Government, as well as its illustrious head, whose perfect confidence 
and good opinion, though I have laboured assiduously to acquire them by the 
strictest obedience to his commands, have hitherto, I am sorry to* think, been 
refused to my ardent wishes, in consequence of some unhappy prepossessions 
which it is the object of this narrative to remove. 

It occurs to me, on the present occasion, to submit my humble request, that in 
the case of the failure of this narrative to produce in the minds of the Government 
that conviction which it seems calculated to inspire, the narrative and all the 
documents which it refers to be transmitted to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, for the purpose of enabling that Court to form a judgment on the 
merits of my conduct in the arduous and important situation in which the Court 
was pleased to confirm me as a reward for my former services, and the duties of 
which I have discharged, during a period of eight years and upwards, to the best 
of my judgment and ability, with integrity, zeal, and success. . 

20th September 1815. (Signed) , J. Baillie, 

Resident. 


The following minutes of the Governor-General and the Members of Council 
having been read in circulation, are ordered to be here recorded. 


MINUTE 



OUDE papers. 




MINUTE of the GOVERNOIUGENERAL. 

Hie statement which I verbally made in Council to my colleagues* that my 
feelings cou)d never allow me to hold confidential intercourse with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baillie after perusing the document which has just been circulated, will 
have prepared them to expect from me a proposition for his removal from the 
Residency of Lucknow. Indeed I think my colleagues must be sensible that the 
general tone of the paper, even without considering the incorrectness of nar- 
ration, is so offensive, as to render it wholly unfit for me to continue him as my 
representative at the Court of Oucle. I therefore propose that the powers of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie as Resident be withdrawn, that he be ordered to leave 
the dominions of the Nawaub Vizier as soon as the necessary preparations for 
his departure can be completed, and that Richard Strachey, Es(j., be transferred 
from the situation of Resident at the Court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to that of 
Resident at Lucknow. Should the health of Mr. Strachey not permit him to 
take immediate charge of his destined office, I move that the Honourable Edward 
Gardner be summoned from Kemaoon to conduct temporarily the business of 
Oode. 


Minute of 
Govemor-General, 
SI Oct. 1815. 


Slst October 1815. 


(Signed) Moira. 


MINUTE of Mr. EDMONSTONE and Mr. DOWDESWELL. Mr. Edmonsiones 

and 

The Governor-General having been [deasefl to propose the removal of Lieu- ^wdeawell’s 
tenant-Colonel Baillie from the office of Resident at Lucknow, on the grounds 31 0ct.*^18l5. 
distinctly stated Ifti his Lordship’s minute, we beg leave to express our unquali- 
fied concurrence in that measure. It is impossible, indeed, to refuse our assent 
to the expediency of Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s relinquishment of the situa- 
tion of Resident at Lucknow. Residents at foreign Courts arc considered by 
those Courts as the representatives of the Governor-General; and such, in fact, 
they are, since by the nature of his office, the Governor-General takes the lead 
in the conduct of political affairs, corresponds individually with the princes and 
chiefs to whom the Residents are accredited, and is the ostensible authority 
with which foreign States are connected. It is therefore indispensably requisite, 
that the Residents at foreign Courts should possess the entire confidence of the 
Governor General, and it is impossible not to admit that the mere existence of 
a state of circumstances such as is most unhappily exhibited in the narrative of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie independently of any consideration whatever con- 
nected with the character of his conduct, or the tone and language of his narra- 
tive, renders it impracticable to continue, through his agency, the transaction of 
affairs between the (Jovern merit and the (’ourt of Lucknow. 

Slst October 1815, (Signed) N. B, Edmonstone. 

G. Dowdeswell. 


MINUTE of Mr. SETON. Mr. Seton*. 

Minute, 

On the grounds stated by Mr. Edmonstone and Mr, Dowdeswell, I perfectly 
agree in opinion with those gentlemen, that the office of Political Resident can 
neither be held with propriety, nor the functions thereof be discharged with 
efficiency or with benefit to the public interests, by a person who does not 
possess the full confidence of the Governor-General ; and as it is evident from 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s minute of this date, that Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Baillie, whose letter of the S9th of April I have been unable to 
peruse without a feeling of astonishment and of painful regret, has lost that con- 
fidence, 1 beg leave to express my entire concurrence in the expediency of the 
arrangement proposed by his Lor^hip. 

Slst October 1815. (Signed) A. Seton. 


The 
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The following oixlers, dated tile Slat ultimo, huving been circulated, approved, 
and issued since the last meeting of Council, are ordered to be here recorded. 

Ordered, That the following letter be addressed to Lieutenant-Colond Baiilie, 
and that he be furnished with a copy of the English drafi, below recorded, pf 
the Governor-General’s letter to the Nawaub Vizier. 


To Lieutenant Colonel Baiilie, &c. &c. 8cc. 

Sir: 

K I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the flgth 
April. 

2. You will hereafter receive a communication on the subject of your despatch. 
For the present, I am instructed to state, that the tone and spirit which pervade 
that document, render it impracticable for the Governor-General to maintain 
with you that confidential intercourse, which the good of the public service 
requires should subsist between the head of the Government and his representa- 
tive at the Court of a foreign prince. The Governor-General in Council has 
therefore thought proper to remove you from the office of Resident at Lucknow, 
and to desire that you will withdraw from that Court as soon after you shall be 
relieved from the duties of the office as may be consistent with your personal 
accommodation. 

S. His Lordship in Council has been pleased to appoint Mr. Richard Strachey 
to be Resident at Lucknow, and you will deliver over charge of the office to 
Mr. Strachey on his arrival. 

4. You will receive from the Persian Secretary a letter addressed to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier by the Governor-General, announcing the arrangement above 
stated, and you will be pleased to convey it to his Excellency, either personally, 
or in such other mode as you may deem advisable. An English copy of that 
letter is enclosed for your information. 

I have, &c. 

Fort- William, (Signed) J. Adam, 

3 1 St October 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That a letter to the address of the Nawaub Vizier, in conformity 
with the terms of the following draft, be prepared in the office of the Persian 
Secretary to the Government, for the seal anti signature of the Governor-Gene- 
ral, and be transmitted without delay to Lieutenant-Colonel Baiilie. 


Letter 

from Secretary to 
^»ovemment. 


Letter from 

lovernor-General. To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 3 Ist October 1815.) 

A necessity having arisen for relieving Lieutenant-Colonel Baiilie from the 
office of Resident at your Excellency’s Court on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I have appointed Mr. 
Richard Strachey, a gentleman of rank and distinguished reputation in the civil 
service of the Honourable Company, to succeed Lieutenant-Colonel Baiilie. 

Mr. Strachey has represented the British Government at the Court of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah for some years past, and has given me entire satisfaction in that 
capacity ; and my selection of him for the honourable and confidential office of 
Resident at your Excellency’s Court is founded on my experience of his ability, 
judgment, and |)ersonal disposition, which warrants a firm expectation that his 
ministry will conduce equally to the personal satisfaction of your Excellency, to 
the advantage of your Government in all points on which you may be pleased 
to consult him, and to the consolidation and improvement of the combined 
interests of the two States. Lieutenant-Colonel Baiilie will have the honour of 
taking leave of your Excellency as soon after Mr. Strachey’s arrival at Lucknow 
as may be consistent with his personal convenience. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The December 1815. 


Beagal 

Consultation*, 
2 Dec. 1815. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret add Political 

Department. 

Sir: , 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 31st 
ultimo, announcing my removal from the station of Resident at the Court of 
Lucknow, and containing an English copy of a letter addressed by his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General to his Excellency the Vizier 
on that occasion. The original Persian letter, under his Lordship’s signature and 
seal, was received from the Persian department on the 11th instant, and I had 
the honour of presenting it to the Vizier at the Residency on the morning of the 
the 14th instant. 


Letter from 
Acting Reiident at 
Lucknow. 


S. I have this day received from his Excellency, and transmitted to the Per- 
sian Secretary, an answer to the Governor-General’s letter, conceived in terms 
that are gratifying to my feelings, because I am satisfied, and indeed it must be 
obvious, that the Vizor’s expressions with a reference to me, on this occasion, 
are genuine, and convey the real sentiments of his Excellency’s mind. He has 
my best wishes for the honour and prosperity of his Government, and for his 
personal welfare and happiness. 

3. I await with considerable anxiety the arrival of my successor at this Court, 
and I propose proceeding to the Presidency by water immediately on my being 
relieved. It is my intention, with the sanction of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to embark for England, on fur- 
lough, by the first opportunity that may offer after my arrival at the Presidency. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Uaillie, 

ISth November 1815. Acting Resident. 

_ « 

Ordered, That the following tianslation of the letter from tlie Nawaub Vizier ' 
to the Governor-General, transmitted by Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie to the 
Persian Secretary to the Government, and referred to in the above dcs|jatch, be 
here recorded. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 28th November 1815.) Letter 

. ^ fioni the V 

I have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s letter of the 31st October, 

announcing to me the recall of Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie ftom the office of Resi- 
dent at my Court, and the appointment of Mr Richard Strachey to that situation, 
and stating that your Lordship’s selection of Mr. Strachey was founded on your 
experience of that gentleman’s ability, judgment, and disposition, which lead you 
confidently to expect that be will discharge the duties of his office in such a 
manner as will conduce to my personal satisfaction, to the benefit of my Govern- 
ment in all matters, and to the advancement of the interests of the two States. 

Ever since the day of my accession to the musnud of this Government and to 
the hereditary Vezarut, Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie has, in obedience to your 
Lordship’s commands, and in consonance with your sincere kindness and regard, 
exerted himself to the utmost to promote my personal satisfaction. He has, at 
the same time, been active and sedulous in affording me his aid in important 
affairs, and has benefited my interests by bis judicious advice, whenever 1 have 
had occasion to consult him; his departure is therefore a source of concern and 
rngp-et to me. 1 am consoled, however, by the assurance which I feel of your 
Lordship’s sincere regard, at all times and under all circumstances ; and by the 
convictioa that Mr. Strachoy» hoth from a consideration of the ties which, aa is 
well known to the whole world, have from of old united the two States «> firmly 
as to occasion an absolute identity, and also in conformity with the extreme kind- 

1 1 N ness* 
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'Bengal PoBtical ness which your Lonlship has inauifested towards me, will use all his efforts to 
promote the interests of the uiliuuce, and will, according to past custom, aftbrd 

' me suitable aid in every thing which may. conduce to the stability and weight of 

my power and aulboi ily, both in the affairs of my Government and in those of 
my household. This will always tend to strengthen the foundation of the friend- 
ship and alliance between the tw'o States and to raise your Lordship’s reputation, 

I trust that, believing me, &c. 

(A true translation : 

(Signed) ('. A. Maloney, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


Enclosure* ii» (Enclosure No. 1. in liengal Political Letter, dated 30th March 1816.) 

Benml Political GOVEllNOlt GENERAL’S MINUTE. 

Letter, 

30 .Mar. 1816. 1. 1 now proceed to lay before the Board the review of the affairs of Oude, 

which 1 e.\pressed an intention of submitting in ihe minute I recorded on the 

GovOTo^Gcw‘rf»l November last. Tlie more imperious urgency of many of tlie questions we 
3 Feb. 1816." * have lately had before u.s has alone occasioned the delay which has occurred iu 
digesting my sentiments in this form. 

*2. I sh.all premise what may he necessary to the fnlJ explanation of the course 
I have all along pursued towards the Court of his Excellency the Nawiiiib 
Vizier and towards onr representative there, iu order to guard the Honourable 
Court of Directors against admitting the imp! essions which tlie late Resident’s 
letter of the i'Sdi of Apiil last is calculated to excite. 

3. It is very irksome (because it is the task of unravelling the most singular 
tissue of perversions I have ever had the surprise of scrutinizing) to imderiake 
following Major Buillie through the windings of his invariably ineonect represen- 
tation. Tlie duty is, however, iiiciimheiit on me; because, notwithstanding the 
shallow and exploded artifice of ilisclaiming the imputation w’hieh the narrative 
is framed to convey, the object of Major Baiilie is visibly ro fix upon me the 
charge of having cndeavouretl to defeat, by my countenance of underhand 
intrigues, those measurers whichT bad publicly commissioned him to carry through. 
That course would have been a whimsical juocediiie for a person who had only 
to make the Political Secretary abrogate former instructions, or intimate to Major 
Baiilie his exchange to another Court, or announce to him his removal from the 
diplomatic line altogether, had any inclination existed to stop what was in 
progress. 

4. It was in the beginning of October 1813 that I arrived in Bengal and took 
upon myself the charge ol this Government. The dillerences which had for the 
three precciling years subsisted between Major Buillie and his Excellency the late 
Vizier, and which had at times been [iroduetivc of a discreditahle acrimony dur- 
ing that pciiod, seemed to have subsided in a reconciliation effected shortly 
before my arrival, and the harmony was at the time held forth to Government as 
affording the promise of being lasting. The hope was however delusive. The 
first occasion of my being called upon to take a part in the iifTairs of Lucknow 
was upon Major Buillie's representing that the good im<lerstanding he thought 
had been establi.shed hetucen himself and the late V’izier was again interrupted, 
and that the latter had evinced a disposition to retract the concessions on ids 
part, by which chiefly it had been brouglit about. , Tlie coiicessioii.s were said 
principally to b.'ive related to the scheme of reform in his Exctdiciicy's admini- 
stration, the intioduction of which our Government bad long ciideavoiircd to 
obtain, and to whicli, on the occasion of the reconciliation, his Excellency was 
said to have consented. Tliis reference imposed on me the labour of periasing 
the records of all the discussions which liad antecedently taken place on the 
subject ; and I was, of course, led to consider the whole case with peculiar 
attention. 'J'he Board will recollect the proceeding I adopted iu consequence, 
and cannot but have been sensible of the motives which influenced me at tlie 
titne. Major Baiilie was in the situation of Minister of the British Government, 
and r.vcn more iinnudiately in that of my persona! representative at the Court of 
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Ourie. 1 naturally felt disposed to afford him that high degree of confidence 
whicii the finding him in suclt a position was calculated to inspire, and was 
inclined therefore to receive niy impresbioiis with respect to the Vizier’s con- 
duct implicitly Iroin his repiesentation. Of the expediency, or otherwise, of 
the specific scheme of reform in question, I was at the tune no competent judge : 
1 knew notliing of it, except that it had been apparently an object of earnest 
solicitude with my predcresscr in the Supreme Government to procure its intro- 
duction. I thence entered warmly into the same feelings, and in deference to 
the correctness of tlrat judgrtrent, for which I have always entertainetl the 
highest respect, conceived the measure must be otte of obvinirs wisdom, offering 
a certain promise «/f the most solid bent fits to his Excellency’s dominioirs. I 
was, therefore, disposed to regard the evasive opposition wliiclr the late Vizier 
was said to have evinced as indicative of a perverse tlisposition to resist syste- 
matically the salutary counsels of the Ibitish Government, and to play loose 
with its agent, in a ruaiiner retpiiring to he repressed by a strong exertion of 
our authority. I accordingly drafted, with rny own hand, a letter to his Excel- 
lency,* couched in terms of all the strengih which such sentimetrts could be 
expected to demand, and wariitng him with peculiar soleimiity of the destiuction 
he might entail upon himself, by continuing to depart so cunlumaciousty from 
his engagements. 

5. The apparently candid answer of the late Vizier to this letter, and the 
nature of some of the discussions which took place upon it between his Excel- 
lency and the Kesident, did, I must confess, occassion a slight revolution in my 
sentiments. I began to feel that 1 could not, in justice to his Exccllctrcy, abide 
implicity by what Major Daillie, unfhr evi.'lent impression of pique, might 
repiesent, but that, in the diflerences which might occur bctw'een them, it would 
be requisite I shouhl consider myself placed as it were in the situation of 
arbiter, regarding Major Baillie on’y as a party. The Board will recollect, 
that even then I did not find leason to be fully satisfied of the uniform delicacy 
and propriety of Major Baillr^’s conduct towards his Excellency His 
beha\ioiir did not afipeji to me to be of that mill conciliatory cast, which 
would have loft his Excellency \\itl>out excuse for tlie animosity he seemed 
to entertain. On the contiary, I tlioiiglit 1 observed, even in Major 
Baillie’s own reports of wlial passed between his Excellency and hiirisblf, a 
captious disposition and a domineering tone, of themselves highly calculated to 
excite irritation in a prince, whose situation would natui'ully render him acutely 
jealous of his iridcjrciuleiice. 

6. On my professing this sentiment, it I'eceived powerful confirmation from 
an assertion made to me by a person of liigh authority, as to what he had 
witnessed on the spot of the recipr ocal bitterness existing between the Nawaub 
Vizier and the llesidonf. 

7. E'oeling, therefore, that his Excellency’s ill temper towards Major Baillie 
was not entirely without provocation, and being sensible that the British interests 
at his Excellency’s Onrit must sufifei fiom tlris mutual animosity, leven at that 
moment entered into comiminication w'ith Mr. Ed monstone upon the propriety 
of endeavouring to obviate the inconvenience resulting from tlie existing state of 
things by removing Major B..illie to some other llesitlcncy of equally high consU 
deration, andllnis, by an exchange honourable and not disadvantageous to him 
in any point of view, seeking to introduce to his Excellency’s councils a repre- 
sentalive of our intcicsts, in who'.e intercourse with his Excellency a good 
understanding, if not a peisonal friendship, might prevail. I was dissiiatled from 
the immediate adojition of this course, not by any arguments affecting its pi’o- 
piiety, hilt from a conddeiation that tire period of my departure for tlieUppcr 
Provinces was not far distant, and that I should then have an opportunity of 
satisfying myself more fully, by personal observation, of the state of the dif- 
ferences between the parlies, so that, in the event of my finding them entirely 
irreconcilable, I might take such measures as at the moment 1 should conceive 
most advisable. 

I 




EnelouMia 

Bengal 

Letter,-' 

SO Mar. 1816. 

Minute of 
Governor-General, 
S Feb. 1816. 


* 1 etter of 7th January 1814, vhle page 570. 
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EnciMurea in 8. Iqflfienced by the above conviction, I directed the Resident to re6fain,iik, 
*** the interim from further pressing upon his Excellency those irritating t^pinsf 
so Msr. 1816. discussion which seemed sure to inflame the existing differences and 
— ‘ 1 addressed a letter to his Excellency in a strain more conciliatory than the 

Min ute of former. The letter alluded to was that of the 25th of March, sent through ‘ 
l8iS*" ’ ordinary channel of the Resident In this 1 signified to his Excellency that 
our Government never wished to impose any requisitions inconsistent with his 
dignity ; that we had recommended a specific system of management, because 
its efficacy had been proved in the Honourable Company’s territories, but that 
we could not desire to enforce on his Excellency the precise plan in question, if 
he thought it injurious to bis credit, as all that was required was an essential, 
practical reform. His Excellency was requested to fashion a plan accordingly,, 
in concert with the Resident 

9. Things were in this state when I left the Presidency, in the prosecution 
of my intention of making a tour through the Western Provinces. His Ex* 
cellency the late Vizier died while I was on the river between Moorshedabad and 
Patna, an event which seemed to supersede the necessity of any particular 
interference in the affairs of Oude, since whatever discord existed was thought 
by me to have been only personal with the late Vizier and extinguished by nis 
demise. 

10. Major Baillie, in his letter of the 28th April last, attempts to account for 
the animosity towards himself evinced by the late Vizier, by tracing both the 
original differences, and the rupture subsequent to the reconciliation of the 2d 
October 1813, to the intrigues of men, enemies to him individually as well as 
hostile to the British interests in general. He naturally throws out of the 
account the possibility that his own conduct and behaviour should ever have given 
cause of offence, or that any opposition to his suggestions and propositions 
should have proceeded from his Excellency’s conceiving them objectionable on 
public grounds. If the Vizier ceased to exhibit marks of personal confidence 
towards Major Baillie, it is because Hukeem Mehdee and his coadjutors had sue* 
ceeded in exciting in his Excellency’s breast suspicions with regard to Major 
Baillie’s motives. If a measure recommended by him was opposed by his Excel- 
lency, though even one so speculative and so open to a difference of opinion as the 
change of a system of Government, it is held impossible the opposition should 
have originated in the Vizier’s having really entertained contrary sentiments, or 
in his not being convinced by the arguments adduced. The whole is traced to 
some one’s having poisoned his Excellency’s mind, and made him suweet the 
object of the measure to be different from what was represented. There is, 
indeed, apparent in the whole of Major Baillie’s reasoning, an obliquity of 
mind which makes him overlook the most natural mode of accounting for every 
thing in search of a hidden cause, frequently grounded on nothing but the most 
vague and inconclusive surmise. Where it is possible to assign a perverse 
motive, a justifiable one, though much more obvious, is passed over as whdily 
inapplicable. 

11. This disposition has led him into many inconsistencies, uhich, in order 
to my placing before the Council my own view of the events he relates, it will 
be necessaiy to expose in part. 

12. Great parade is made by Major Baillie of his perfect acquaintance with 
the language and forms of conversation and writing in use amongst ^e higher 
classes of natives. He would leave it to be inferred from this, that his manners 
were necessarily conciliatory j and would have us suppose, that by means of 
such personal advantages, he had succeeded in exciting in his Excellency s 
breast an unusual degree of attachment towards himself. It may have been 
so ; but the same colloquial and epistolary facility by which he supposes he may 
have been enabled to excite this attachment, might also have been the source « 
offence. Every communication between Mqjor Baillie and the late Vizier would 
seem to have been direct, and generally to have been conducted in an inte^i^ 
from which others were excluded ; each conference must therefore have made its 
own impression. The reliance of Mqjor Baillie on his correct possession of a 
polished idiom was likely to betray mm beyond the exact line of established 
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usage, and it is ridiculous to trace to any subsequent suggestions of other feelings Encloturcs in, 
of his Excellency’s mind, which so much more probably resulted from the manner Bengal Political 
or matter of these direct communications. Indeed, from the nature of the late 
yizier*S character, there is reason to believe that in the conduct of business, and 
espei^ialiy of aflairs having relation to his connection with the British Government, Minate of 

he acted almost entirely upon his own judgment, and lent his conhtience to no Govcrnot-Cionoral, 
one so implicitly, as the supposition that the disagreement with the Resident ^ Feb i«ie- 
arose from the under-hand influence of his advisers would imply. Unless, 
therefore, some very satisfactory reasons should be adduced, I confess I should 
not readily entertain the supposition of such secret influence, or abandon 
the suspicion I formed, even before leaving the Presidency, with respect 
to the cause of these differences, viz. that there must have been in the commu- 
nications of Major Baillie something of style or matter to have given grounds 
flor his Excellency’s personal dislike. 

13. Let us, however, examine the nature of the arguments adduced in sup- 
port of Major Baillie’s assertion, that the late Vizier’s disagreement with him 
originated in intrigue. The piincipal one is, the high degree of confidence, 
he alleges he experienced from his Excellency, prior to the introduction to his 
councils of those whom he suspects to have undermined it. If this were the 
case, it would undoubtedly be a very strong circumstance. I have been 
induced to look back a little into the proceedings of the time, in order to see 
if the assertion be borne out by them. I confess 1 am not satisfied upon this 
point. 

14. I have not found that Major B.dllie’s influence was paramount with his 
Excellency before the introduction to bis councils of Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan, the supposed author and head of the intrigue, any more than subse- 
quently to that event. This person is admitted to have had no influence before 
the latter end of 1810 j but long before that period, indeed even from so early 
a date as 1808, many questions had arisen between the Resident and his Excel- 
lency, in which, notwithstanding the frequent exertion of the most earnest 
solicitation, the acquiescence of the latter could never be obtained. The claims 
preferred by Major Baillie in behalf of his own Moonshee were of this descrip- 
tion ; so also were those in behalf of Hoosein Alee Khan and some of his 
Excellency’s defaulting Aumils. Indeed, many similar cases of disregard to 
the Resident’s entreaties might be adduced, which occurred long before 
Hukeem Mehdee was called to the Presence. 

15. I do not wish, however, to go beyond the question of reform, to which, 
in his letter of the 28th of April, Major Baillie appears studiously to have 
confined his remarks ; as if desirous to show that his efforts in favour of this 
measure had been the sole cause of his Excellency’s froward opposition, 
because it was the one most immediately of a public nature, and in which 
Government had the dearest interest. 

16. It would appear, that the specific plan of reform respecting which there was 
so much altercation, was proposed to his Excellency at the beginning of 1810. 

Very long and warm discussions took place even at that time, although Hukeem 
Mehdee did not obtain influence till some time after.* Indeed, at the period 
of those discussions he would appear to have been in high favour with the 
Resident ; insomuch that, besides having recently obtained, by his recommen- 
dation, an important revenue situation, he was specially recommended for 
further promotion ; nay, even in the course of the discussions in question, his 
exemplary conduct was quoted as an argument in favour of the Resident’s 
having a voice in future appointments. If, therefore, the discussions on hia 
Excellency’s part \yere then conducted, in the same spirit as those from which 
the personal enmity and perversely hostile disposition are inferred ; if his 
Excellency shewed himself impressed with the same sentiments at that time as 
are said to have occasioned his subsequent breach with the Resident, Hukeem 
Mehdee, or any intrigues he could have formed, may fairly be acquitted of 

' having 


* Far. S9 Resident’s Letter, 8th April 1810. 

11 O 



970 


OUDE PAPERS. 


. having inspired his Excellency with such propensities^ this person's imputed 

influence being acknowledged to have commenced subsequently. 


ao Miw. 181 & 


hBmitft of 
€l«pmotwGI«neral, 
9 Feb. 1816. 


17 . I have referred wilii particidar care to the former proceedings,* in whicji 
the Re 8 kilettp 84 report of wlut passed on that occasion ia recorded, in or^r to 
satisfy myself von this point. 


I& In .M|gor BailUe*s letter of the flflth of April last, the Yizier*s invtn. 
eiUewppoBtion to the plan of reform, and his personal animosity against him- 
self, are attributed to a suspicion Hukeem Mehdee Khan is said to have instilled 
into his ExceUency’s mind, that Major Baillie was seeking personal objects 
hi urging the immediate introduction of tlie reform, and was endeavouring by 
its means to establish his own authori^ in the affairs of Oude, and to increase 
his own patronage and reputation. The question therefore is, whether in the 
discussions prior to the establishment of Hukeem Mehdee’s influence, did his 
Excellency shew that he entertained a similar suspicion ; for if there be 
reason to suppose he did, such an instance can be in no way attributable to this 
man’s influence, but must have been the offspring of his Excellency's own 
inlnd, resulting from the impressions left by the manner or nature of the Resi- 
dent's own communications. 


19. In order to determine this, let us look to the ground on which his Excel- 
lency then opposed what was suggested. The scheme of reform enjoined to 
bis Excellency in a letter direct from the Governor-General was shortly this : 
Instead of farming districts to Aiiihils, as had been the practice heretofore, it 
was recommended to his Excellency to appoint officers of Government to ascer- 
tain the actual assets and resources of the country, and to conclude mofussil 
settlements on the part of Government directly with the Zemindars. The 
salaries of the officers were to be placed on a scale proportionate with their 
responsibility. This was all our Government recommended for the detail. His 
Excellency was referred to the Resident. The Vizier objected generally to 
the plan, that he knew of no satisfactory mode of ascertaining the assets of 
every estate in his tetritories ; nor was there any class of men whom he could 
trust with the respoosibility of making mofussil settlements, for that he was 
without the means of ascertaining precisely the characters and qualities of men. 
At all events, bis Excellency urged, the new system could not be commenced 
upon until the periods of his existing engagements with the farmers might 
expire. 

SO. The Resident undertook to rebut these objections, stating that the 
mofussil assets were to be ascertained by a sufficient number of oflicers esta- 
blished so as to check one another. For this purpose he recommended Ameens 
for Zillahs with Tuhseeldars under them for portions of territory yielding a lac 
of rupees. With respect to the want of persons to fill such ofiices, he said be 
was ready to furnish them. ** Many able and upright men are to be fooud, 
** and I will cheerfully take it upon myself to procure as nsany as may 
** necessary.'* 


21 . The Resident remonstrated against delaying the introduction of the 
reform until the existing engagements might expire, in the following words : 
*' Having originally remonstrated against Uiese engagements with the ^rmers, 
** having repeatedly and earnestly represented to your Excellency the reinous 
** consequences they would produce, and the failure of my representations 
** having occasioned the Governor-General’s remonstrance on tlie subject, it fol- 
** lows, that your Excellency's t^ni^ment ofthoss muhils, under the engage* 
ments now referred to, wss in direct oppidlAtian to my advice and to the 
counsels of the British Government ; CUd consequently, that your Excel- 
** Ifency’s ^adherence to those engagements, or refusal to comply with my sug- 
“ gestions of reform on the groutras of them, would imply, which God fbrbiti, 
** a departure from your engagements with our Government- I leave it to 

“ your 

* Proceellmg*, Sd May 1810. 
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<< jKOur i^Kodlency to judge which of the tvra cpqaitlQC^tions is most Eneiotum in 

iittportant.”* 

22. To such a supersession of his existing engagements, as well as to allow* 30 Man ipip. 
ing the Resident to have a voice in the appointment of his Ameena (a privi- 

legewhich he<li8tinctly claimed), f the Vizier, as may well be sumuaed ^jepted Gov^aS^T^arai 
strongly ; and notwithstanding that Major Baillie, in order to subdue the-fepug* 9 nsfeT* 
nance testified by^the Vizier, proceeded to the adoption of a tone of remon- 
strance bordering on absolute rudeness, still his Excellency’s acquiesoence 
was not to be obtained. Both these points were therefore made the suln^ of 
a reference to the Supreme Government. The Resident writing to hia J^oal- 
lency : “ With reference to the selection and appointment of Ameens with my 
*< previous knowledge and concurrence, as your Excellency has been pleased to 
** resist my earnest and repeated suggestions of the propriety ana eminent 
** advantages of this truly salutary measure, it only remains for me to suggest, 

** that your Excellency will detail the grounds of your dissent to this important 
** proposition, in the answer to the Governor*General's letter or in a letter to 
** raysdf/* 

23. Here we see a direct struggle on the part of the Resident for a share of 
the patronage. We see his Excellency resisting it, obviously because he consi- 
dered it in that li»ht. Indeed, liis argument was, that the allowing a voice to 
the Kesklent would tend to the ruin of his own authority and character in the 
eyes of his subjects, while officers not exclusively indebted to himself for their 
appointments would not exclusively obey or look up to himself. It must be evi- 
dent from the Vizier’s assuming such a ground of argument, that he then enter- 
tained suspicions that it was Major Baiilie’s wish to interfere with his authority, 
and establish a more direct influence in the administration of the affairs of Ouae 
than had yet been effected by any British representative at his Court. The 
opinion that it was a personal object of Major Baillie's, must necessarily have 
been confirmed by the result of the reference to our Government of the two sub- 
jects of difference above noticed. Such a conclusion must have been the natural 
result of his Excellency'*, observing, that on neither point did Major Baillie meet 
tlie support of the Government he represented. 

24. On the above grounds I think it may very safely be assumed, that his 
Excellency’s suspicion of the interested nature of Mi^or Baillie’s views, in press- 
ing upon litin with such eagerness the immediate introduction of the plan of 
remrm, was antecedent to the establishment of Hakeem Mehdee’s influence, and 
consequently not attributable to any intrigues he could have set on foot. A 
reference to the same proceedings which have afforded the grounds of this con- 
dosioa will exhibit, even in the Resident’s own report of the nature of his com- 
muntcations, much which is calculated to excite offence ; and further, will afford 
good reason to believe that his Excellency the late Vizier was, even at that 
period, not free from the unfavourable impression. 1 cannot, therefore, but con- 
sider the causes to which Major Baillie has, in his letter of the S8th of April, 
endeavoured to trace his disagreement with the Vizier, to be indirect contradic- 
tion to what the past proceedings exhibit, consequently destitute of any satisfac- 
tory presumption. The more full consideration of the question whieh has now 
been forced upon me by the nature of the assertions advanced in the narrative in 

question, 

* Tha Vizier returned the paper from which this is an extract, with an earnest request (hat the 
imputation here conveyed, of a breach of engagements with our Cioveirnment, nvght ha with- 
drawn* It was sent back with this word “ and” changed into " or in other words." After 
the Vjaler Irnd replied to the paper a conference followed, the opening of which is thus reported : 

** 1 commenced the discussions of hit replies to my observations with an expression of my mneere 
*' regret for having coasented, at his earnest request, to withdraw the impiUation of a hrMob of 
" engagements conveyed on most obvious grounds.” /These surely were not the cuuciliutpry 
manners which produced the personal attachment to Major llailHc.) 

t In a note delivered in the course of these discussions. Major Baillie writea : '* Be plea«e«l 

to inform me of the names and characters, as far as known to you, of tlie persons thus to be 
** employed (as Ameens) in offices of so high importance, that 1 also may endeavour to investigate 
*' their character, and submit niy opinion for your consideration, after which let them ho tffdeired 
*' to their districts, under written instructions (br their guidance, a draft of which 1 shall have 
** tlie honour of subtAitting for your approval.” 
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qvtpsUpn, has only coiafirojcd me in <he opinion I originally and have sdl ahmg 
^2®****“ . entertained, viz. that hU Excellency’s animosity against Major Baillie wasattiW 
* butable entirely to the latter's manners and conduct, and wm the spontaneous 
impulse of his Excellency’s own mind. 


SndoiiivcA 
SO Mar. 


McDate a£ 
G«*Mor4JMeral, 
8 f<&. isFo. 


85. I have conceived it of importance to dwell so long upon this 
because the existence of this intrigue of Hukeem Mehdee the keystone of 
Major Baillie’s exposition. The late Visier's original disagreement is not the only 
effect which is traced to it. The rupture subsequent to the reconciliation Is 
attributed chiefly to the same cause ; so also is the disposition his Excellency 
the present Vizier testifled to complain that his situation was attended with cir- 
cumstances of humiliatioD heaped upOn him by Major Baillie. 


SG. The truth probably is, that Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan bad the saggacity 
to see that the distaste or the late Nawaub Vizier to Major Baillie was vehement 
and unalterable; that he thence calculated his chances, under the patronage of 
the Resident, to be unpromising; that he consequently deserted Major BaiUie to 
connect himself with the Vizier ; and^ that he endeavoured to expiate his former 
attachments, as well as to ingratiate himself with the Nawaub Vizier, by echoing 
his Excellency’s complaints and whetting his jealousies, in which sense I believe 
him to have been mischievous. It will be easily conceived, that Major Baillie 
would be inveterate against an individual who had so changed sides, and w*ould 
soon urge the man into active virulence. 


27. Nothing further need be said respecting tlie original disagreement. As 
far, also, as the rupture subsequent to the reconciliation was only a revival in 
his Excellency’s mind of the same sentiments he had before entertained, it pal- 
pably must be attributable to the same causes, and his Excellency may fairly be 
acquitted of having received the impression from the private whisperings of 
malicious counscllers. This rupture, however, dates its commencement from the 
period of my arrival in the country ; and there are other circumstances repre- 
sented to have contributed to produce it, in which I am myself more personally 
concerned. The first to be noticed is, his Excellency’s having speculated on the 
probability of a change of measures in consequence of a change in the head of 
the Government. 


28. There is a peculiar inconsistency in the mode in which this circumstance 
is adduced. On the occasion of reconciliation, his Excellency is represented to 
have been brought to consent to a trial of the reform suggested. He receded 
from the concession because he hoped I should not press it, conceiving it pruba- 
bable that I might have different views with respect to Oude from those of my 
predecessors in the Supreme Government. This, I presume, is what Major Baillie 
would say. 

29. My appointment to succeed the Eailof Minto was notified to the Nawaub 
Vizier in a letter dated the 2d July: the reconciliation look place on the 2d of 
October. By that time my coming was universally known, as my approach was 
notified from the Isle of France and I was daily expected. Indeed, my being 
acfeually at Madras could not w'cll have failed to be tlien public at Lucknow. 1 
arrived on the 4>th of the month. There was thus ample time for every enquiry 
to haw been made, and for speculations to have been conceived and brought to a 
mitlfrity of influence on the mind, long before the day of reconciliation. The 
late Vizier is said to have been remarkably prone to entertain such speculktioos. 
They are said to have had weight enough to have produced a retractation of what 
had foem unwillingly conceded on his part; but they do not appear to have had 
sufRetent weight to prevent the concessions being made. How is it they were 
not then entertained ? For three successive years his Excellency bad resisted 
the utmost earnestness of solicitation and remonstrance, not only from the 
ResideiA bat even from the Governor-General direct, and had obstinately refused 
to adopt the measure recommended. Had his Excellency calculated that ,tbe 
solicitatthn and remonstrances would cease with the authority of the Opyernor* 
General under whom the measure had originated, it is not prdrable that he Would 
have made choice of the very eve of the arrival of a new Govenmr- General, 
and of the expected accomplish metit of his bbp«s; to relax in his opposition anti 

to 



OOD® PAPERS. 


97 ^' 

to «|i<ke tmwlUtngeoncmi'ons. On the contrary, if hi? Eiccdlency entertained 
such specolatittbs u« are ascribeti to him, they must have afforded encouragement 
to eottitinue the resistance, at least until he could ascertain w'bether the hopes of ^ ^r. isle.' 

change were well-founded or not.* I myself, Imwever, can see no reason to L 

suppose speculations were entertained at all, or had any influence on bis Excel- Mbuie ct 

lency’s conduct. A reference to the Resident’s report of the conference which 
ended in the reconciliation, will suiliciently shew in what manner it was bh>u|d^t 
about. The concessions were on the part of the Resident, who lowered Iris tone* 
and explained away the obnoxious features of his former propositions, which 
were all that had occasioned the resistance. The subsequent rupture was obviously 
the consequence of the revival, on his part, of pretensions similar to those lie 
befere abandoned. The Vizier was consistent in his opposition to every thing he 
thought calculated to lower his dignity, lessen bis authority, or affect his cha- 
racter in the eyes of his subjects. 

30. There is, however, another cause assigned in the letter of the fiSth A^ril 
for the renewed opposition of the late Vizier, and deduced from a series of infer- 
ences and circumstances, in some of which Major Baillie endeavours to implicate 
me, in a manner which it behoves me to repel with peculiar distinctness. Captain 
McLeod is represented as having become a party to Hukeem Mehdee's intrigues, 
and as having come down to the Presidency shortly after my arrival in tlie 
country, with the view of forwarding their object. A separate native branch of 
the same intrigue is further represented as being at work in Calcutta, and it is 
said to have been in consequence of assurances of my views conveyed to the late 
Vizier directly from myself, through such channels, that his Excellency was 
encouraged to renew Ins opposition to Major Baillie’s suggestion, from a con- 
viction that he would eventually meet support from the Supreme Authority. 

31. I shall first remaik the singular inconsistency of the whole of this as- 
sumption before I proceed to expose the distortion of fact, and the false reasoning 
from which it is deduced. 

33. The rupture took place almost immediately after my arrival in the country. 

These intrigues could scarcely have been in being at its commencement, much 
less could they have arrived at a maturity sufficient to have been the cause of 
it. It is evidently absurd to attribute the renewed disagreement to the efifects 
of their success, in ascertaining my real sentiments on a subject completely 
novel to me, and not to be comprehended without the perusal of voluminous 
documents wholly out of the compass of my time, while I was to put myself in 
possession of so many more urgent informations; and it is still more extravagant 
to suppose the machinations so advanced, as that they had succeeded in procuring 
a communication or assurance of those sentiments to his Excellency. My first 
act of interference with respect to Oude was, as I saitl before, on the occasion of 
a representation on the subject of this very rupture after its occurrence. The 
Council will recollect the spirit in which the letter and orders I then myself 
drafted were conceived. Those, at least, were not calculated to offer any encou* 
ragement to opposition on the part of his Excellency, for the special object of 
my letter was to overcome and bear down by my personal weight the repugnance 
which had been testified, as will appear from the very natural and convincing 
explanation of the Nawaub Vizier m answer to that letter. The fresh dissensions 
arose from Major Baillie’s insisting upon a construction of the agreement diifereai 
from the understanding in which his Excellency had contracted it, the foriner 
maintaining that the.mwaub Vizier was pledged to introduce the new system 
throul'h every part of his dominions at once, the latter asserting that he bad. 
only engaged to extend it gradually. Major Baillie’s inference, however, is, that 
this demur was resorted to because his Excellency was receiving, through other - 
channels, encouraging assurances of my having no wish to carry the measure. ' • 

In other words, that I myself was secretly fostering opposition to what 1 was>>i 
publicly enforcing with the whole weight of my authority, a species of duplicity 
which would have been, in my situation, no less childishly unnecessary, tliaa it 
woiuld have bc^n despicable. 

' 33. If, 

* Vida Letter, 8d October, page 640^ 

ll P 
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EtndoMwM^ however, thw subject be v>e>ve(l dispassionately, the natural coaokMicMt 

****?««#*** intrigues, if they had existence, owed tlieir origin to the Nawaub 

90 Mar. 1810. Vieier’s precoticeiv^ jealousy of Major Baillie’s grasping disposition, and his 

Excellency’s natural wish to ascertain if what he objected to was a perscmibl 

^ . object of Major Baillie’s own, or one in the eagerness to carry which hia Go- 

vemment participated. There must have been a previous dissatisfaction in his 
Excellency’s mind before he could have countenanced the intrigues ; for the 
intrigues themselves, though they might have been the effect, could not have 
been the cause of this discontent. 

34. Ix;t us, however, examine the circumstances from which Major Baillte 
draws the inference, that an assurance of my disposition to abandon the reform 
must have been communicated to his Excellency through one of two channels; 
either through Major McLeod, or through the native agent of Hukeem Melidee. 

35. Captain McLeod left Lucknow for the purpose of bringing his children to 
the Presidency, very soon, indeed almost immediately, after the reconciliation of 
the 2d of October. He arrived at the Presidency early in November. The late 
Vizier had availed himself of this occasion (perhaps from an idea that Captain 
McLeod possessed au introduction and consequently the means of conversation 
with myself) to open his mind a little with respect to bis situation with M^or 
Baillic, and to request Captain McLeod to make known his distresses to me, 
and to endeavour to ascertain what were the real objects of the British Govern- 
ment, which he had reason to suspect did not go so far as Major Baillie was 
pushing them in his communications. Captain McLeod, influenced, as I firmly 
believe, by the mere impression that the kindness and attention he had uniformly 
experienced from his Excellency lequircd of him not to disoblige him by the 
refusal of such a lequest, undertook generally to endeavour to ascertain my senti- 
ments if any opportunity should offer. 


36. Such was the nature of what Major Baillic calls the deputation of Cap- 
tain McLeod. He endeavours to prove, that the conversation with which it 
cofnmenced must have occurred before the reconciliation ; because bo wislies to 
lepresent this as complete, and picsumes that as Hukeem Mehdee was banished 
the Presence on its occurrence, his Excelleney could not have had an induce- 
ment to pursue such a course, when not instigated by his counsels. The 
inference, however, is entirely without grounds, and is contradicted by the fact 
of Captain McLeod’s having been present at the reconciliation, whereas the con- 
versation occurred as he was taking his final leave, which it can only be presumed 
was the last occasion of his seeing his Excellency. Its being subsequent, in 
this manner, is only a further proof, that his Excellency’s suspicions of the Resi- 
dent were not entirely removed by the reconciliation, and that they were the 
feelings of his own mind, and not dictated by any advisers. 


37. There is another inference drawn by Major Baillie, in this part of his 
narrative, fram equally insufficient grounds, and which is equally at varmnoe 
with the time and circumstauces of the conversation alluded to. It is assumed 
that Captain McLeod was a party to the intrigues which Hnkeetn Melidee was 
then said to be carrying on, and that he was a coadjutor and emissary of tlie 
Hukeem’s while at Calcutta. 1 sincerely believe the inference to be without a 
particle of foundation, and cannot discover, even in the circumstances adduced 
by Major Baillie, the slightest reason to entertain most distantly a conception so 
injurious to that officer’s character. We must dismiss it as one of thoae vague 
and utijustifiable imputations abounding in the narrative in question, but fr^ 
which we can only extract cause to lament the strange pronencss of Major 
Baillie to miserable suspicions. 

38. But to proceed. The following arc the grounds for Major Baullie’s 
inference : that his Excellency’s renewed opposition must have been occasioned 
by some communication from Captain McLeod, conveying an assurance of hi$ 
Excellency’s being eventually supported by myself. Considering the important 
nature of the deputation. Major Baillie argues, it is impossible to suppose that 
no communication took i^ace. Now Captain McLeod t»athed Calcutta early i® 
November, Hukeem Mehdee was recalled about the end of the month, and the 

renewed 
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fone^ed oppeuiion began to shew itself about the I5ti) Decentber, between 
wlitch period and the date of Captain McLeod’s arrival there was abundance of 
liaie for such a coninmnication to have taken place. This is re»Hy the only 
i^gument in favour of the inference I can discover in the whole narrative. On 
thts frivolous ground, which resolves itself into Major Baillie’s gratuitous idea of 
the importance of the mission, has this individual ventured to assume thaa there 
ima^ a communication, and to accuse Captain McLeod of dissimulation, in s<ip- 
poessing the mention of it h'oni the narrative of the same transactions he presented 
to me at Lucknow. 

30‘ Still it might be asserted, that though not through Captain McLeod, the 
communication of my sentiments n>ay have been conveyed through otlier chan- 
nels, so as to produce the same effect. 1 never myself heard any mention of 
Hukeem^ Mehdee’s native emissary, and consider the idle stories of Major Baillie's 
news-writers much too ridiculous to deserve notice. The most conclusive evi- 
dence of the impossibility of there having been any communication of the nature 
unag^ned, whiclt could have instigated his Excellency to renew the opposition he 
began to shew about the middle of December, is the certainty that 1 at thgt 
motnent entertained and proclaimed sentinienU exactly contrary to tliose atibri- 
buted to me. It was on the 7ih of January that 1 drafted, with niy own hand» 
a letter direct to his Excellency,* dictated in as high a spirit of confidence towards 
the Resident, and with as strong a wish to enforce the reform, as it was possible 
for a person in my ^tuation to exhibit. How, then, could the contrary have 
been conveyed to bis Excellency in Dtjeember, with an assurance of its being my 
ascertained opinion on the subject ? The wiioie idea of this communication 
may be dismissed as having been an indecent indulgence of fancy on the part of 
Major Baillie. 

40. There is one circumstance lelative to this period, on which it is necessary 
for me to make a remark ; though I profess that I do so with reluctance, as let 
me be ever so measured in terms, the exposition must bear harder on Major 
Baillie than I could wish, I mentioned cursorily to Major Baillie at Cawnpore, 
that Thad received one letter from the Nawaub Vizier through a private channel 
witnout its having been previously communicated to him. When I told him the 
circumstance, 1 am positive 1 did so in such a manner that he could not mis- 
apprehend the individual, if I did not actually state the person. The letter was 
one from the late Vizier, which Lady Hood transmitted to me. Though it was 
stated to be only a complimentary profession of the satisfaction which the Vizier 
had experienced in an opportunity of showing attention to a lady for whom he 
thought me interested, I nevertheless remonstrated with Lady Hood, by letter, 
for having forwarded even such a paper in breach of the regulation, which 
requires all communications from foreign Princes to go through the Residents at 
the respective Courts. 

41* The circumstance was mentioned by me to Major Baillie, that he might be 
confident no indirect correspondence would ever he allowed by me ; and he was 
at the same time pointedly informed of the insignificant purport of the letter in 
qnestipn. 

To this letter, so explained to l>itn> Major Baillie endeavours to attach an 
air of deep importance. He is gracious enough to say, that “ although Lord 

Moira did me the honour to mention at Cawnpore that bis Lordship Itpd 
“ received and answered one letter from the Vizier convoyed through an irregiin 
** lar channel, and unknown to me at the time, yet it is quite incredible that the 
“ abolition (as the Vizier terms it) or the abandonment of the objects of neforjn 
“ on the part of the British Government should have formed the sulwct of a 

direct communication fVom the Governor-General to the Vizier.” 'The qua- 
lity of that attempt at suggesting a suspicion that the communication was poli- 
tical, when he (Major Baillie) knew its real purport, shall not be more minutely 
observed upon by me. All comment is superfluous. 

43. Relatively to this ciremnatanca, I misled Major Baillie in on© reape(j^. 
In telling bim that I bad received a letter from Snadut Alec I neceswrily gave 
Iwn to, conclude that the letter was addressed to myself ; and I really beUeved it 
bad beiaa ^ till a reneruaal of a letter from Lady Hqod on the snlgect ha* 

undeceived 
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umleceiv«iil me. It was a letter from the Nawaub Vizier to her Ladyahip, She 
understood that it referred to me ; and not having immediate means of.getttBg 
it translated, she foru arded it to me, with an explanation of her reason for 
doing so. 1 sent it back to her, not only untranslated, but so completely uhev 
amined as that I had not even looked at the superscription, and thence remained 
impressed with the notion of its having been meant for me. It will, of course, 
appear that Major Baillie is in error, when he conceives I told him I had 
answered the Vizier’s letter, as it would he difficult to answer a letter the con- 
tents of which were totally unknown. There was in this no intentional or 
conscious inaccuracy on the part of Major Baillie. It was natural for him to 
imagine that I must have ausuered a letter received from the Nawaub Vizier; 
hut his persuasion of my having told him I had done so, proves how easily his 
mind converted loose suppositions into fixed belief. 


44. Great stress is affectedly laid by Major Baillie upon the late Vizier’s 
having told Captain McLeod, on his return, that I had abandoned the enforcing 
a most obnoxious measure, alluding to the question of reform, and upon the 
expressions in the paper delivered to me by the present Vizier, implying that the 
reform had been suspended by his Excellency’s father in consequence of a letter 
from myself. These two circumstances are adduced as strong corroborations of 
the inference, that there must have been a communication, if not a letter from 
myself, conveying such assurances to the late Vizier. Both, however, obviously 
alluded to the public letter I addressed to the late Vizier on the fi^th of March, 
which went through the Resident himself. 


45. As irrefragable proof that the Nawaub Vizier had not before conceived 
me to have abandoned the plan of reform, let his answer to my former letter be 
examined. What is its purport? An anxious vindication of himself against 
the charge of having flown off from his engagement. He says that, so far from 
having resisted the wishes of the Government, he has actually made progress in 
carrying the reform into execution, and he quotes the steps taken by him. He 
avers that lie never did engage to carry it into effect through the whole of his 
dominions at once, because the attempt would have produced ruinous confusion. 
The explanation was to me quite satisfactory : and Major Baillie sinks the tenor 
of this letter, which passed through his hands I 


46. The conciliatory tone of this letter may have contributed, as was intended, 
to inspire his Excellency with a confidence that 1 would not insist upon any 
requisitions involving humiliation to himself ; and from this, probably, he 
deduced his opinion of the course of policy I had adopted towards him. The 
Resident's having also refrained from further pressing him upon the subject of 
the reform, which his Excellency must of course have presumed was under 
orders ftom Government, formed another circumstance in support of his notion 
that I had abandoned the measure in question. Now what was it that the 
Nawaub Vizier understood me to have abandoned ? A reform in bis financial 
administration ? Not so ; for the condition on which the system obnoxious to 
him bad been suspended was, declaredly, that a reform in some other shape, 
which would be practically effectual, should he adopted. His joy was a rational 
one, that 1 had consented not to urge a particular plan, the fitness of which with 
rq^ard to his dominion I had begun seriously to doubt, and which I have since 
been satisfied was injudicious : a plan calculated to lower him in the eyes of bis 
subjects, by forcing into power a numlrer of individuals marshalled against his 
authority. More of this iiereafter. 

47* The grounds on which I adopted this line of conduct have been above 
explained, and are fully known to tne Board ; so that it is unnecessaiy to reca- 
pitulate them in this place. But, for the further satisfaction of the Council, I 
here declare, that except the public letter iu question, which was addressed to his 
Excellency and sent through the Resident, and which closed the disi^reement, 
instead of being the occasion of it, I never, whether by verbal or written bmn* 
munication, conveyed to the late Vizier the slightest assurance of my tentimeilt* 
on the question of reform through any secret ^annel whatever, either Europenn 
or native. With Captain McLeod 1 never discoursed upon the sul^ct, thni'l 

can 
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iSItS rectMtitii'^kor indeed ivitli «ny gentieeaiui whatever, < ndt c^toairy {n^iiiy 

CKiiniiKsiiccr* 

I u$, however, pursue the course of the late Resident’s narrative into 

which occupied when I was myself at Lucknow. 

‘49* My orders of the 24Hh of March to the^Resident, together with tlwMla^r 
ahOvo ahmed to, though it left the subjects of ditference unadjusted, put * atop 
fhVttba time to those discreditahle altercations and'dkpUtes which had tbrvaiung 
beedr carried on, until they had excited ultimately a degree of personid animoal^ 
on both sides. I intendra things should have remained in that state until my 
meeting with bis Excellency, when I proposed to enquire into and Bnaliy adjust 
theiU. '' >*fbe sudden demise of Saadut Alec Khan before I could reach Cawn« 
pore, and the accession of his son, who was reported 'to be actuated by very 
dilferent mmcijdes of conduct, cut short my intentions with respect to Major 
Rallhe. ^^thin a month after his accession, the present Vizier was reported by 
l^aj^'BxiDiicto have conceded every point which had been at issue betweeh hIS 
fithef 4Ud file Resident ; and it was so represented, that I could only believe it 
w^s his Excellency’s voluntary afct, through conviction of the propriety of What 
haA bapn proposed to him, and of the futility of the grCunds on which it bad 
heCiiif'rCs!^^ by hn father. At the same time, the confidence he seemed t6 bC 
giving to Major Baillie was said to be the result of puie attachment to him 
pefsolUl^* 

50. On the first receipt of the report of these circumstances, though 1 saw 
in his Excellency’s relative situation towards Major Baillie much calculated to 
iuqnetothe fohner with a high sense of obligation, and though I bad not the least 
dew that the attachment existed in the manner, and to the height represented, 
Tyet thoug hiteii. p erceived in Major Baillie a disposition to overstrain influence 

had thus assumed* Thence, kt the same time that I con* 
dmpmw^KMpBEailKe the public expression of my gratification at his having so 
awMi|lbhed objects on which Government had heretofore shewn itself 
Interested, Tfurtber directed the Political Secretary to hint privately at some 
parts df hkr Conduct which I thought indiscreet. Z desired he might be 
warned particuhirfy against obtruding, in matters not essential, an advice which, 
under the circumstances of the two Governments, could not but savour of 
dictation ; not that I suspected the Nawaub Vizier of being impatient under 
l;ne counsel, or qf itiiagihing it to have other object than his welfare, but 1 
dreaded Icfft il ^ould seem to the world that we were making his Excellency 
pay a new price for that elevation, which the obligations of our good faith 
hcuqd us to secure to him, and lest he himself should at length feel us to be 
practising extortion upon bis gratitude, through the multitude of acquiescences 
which we demanded in the guise of advice. 

51. The letter addressed to Major Baillie by Mr. Adam, at my desire, I take 
thiX opportunity of placing on rectwd. It is, for several reasons of importance, 
delh^me tnat tne Council should be welt acquainted with the sentiments I then 
whfevtained. I carried the same with me to Cawnpore, and as the circumstances 
WhtCb had Ori^natly shaken the entire confidence I was otherwise disposed to 

to Mpjw Baillie, bad ceased to exist in cofue^ence of the demise of 
fikfiidut''Alee jChxn, and the apparent attachment of his successor to the Resi- 
dent, my fafVotttphle disposition towards Major Bai^ was renewed. Of course, 
I thdbi|i;lvt inquiring how fkr he might have beeniuetified, or other* 

wise, in the course of his altercations with the late Vizier : mi that had befCn in 
jipy ;^oqt^emplml,on on t,his spbject had lost its object on the decease of bis Ex* 
and on the extinction of those dissensions whic^h I had only been 
«n«ij(|»ns to set tp reejt in a satisfactory manner. 

dt. This confidence in Mqjor Baillie, and my favourable disposkton towards 
hint,'! tecic the oecksion of tiie first Confbrence adth the Vizier to exprcM. I 
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tp wjiUipif while the iroprenfons wej» atceng in my miiMj and, the %a4hi« 

®r^S?jT^ injr recollection. My sc^timeojti^ upon tlie subject have npt been ^ 

30 ^.^6. W which i»8 now hesn urged; I aball, therefe^, roerpiy potipp 

slightly the most materiid points of variance in the exposition now given tnr 

Mbie^of Major Baillie» and shall then hasten to the circumstances attending the rsaneof 
the transactions in question, which 1 then but imperfectly understood. 

.53. Major BailUe would head us to the conclusion thathU IhtcdUeQcy^waa 
driven against his will to express to me a dissatis&cUon be did not fed at cpiWn 
circumstances of his situation with respect to the Resident, while, in iact, 
Refknt^>od>Dowlah had the warmest attachment to bimr The spHngaor so extm- 
ordinlg^ a procedure are asserted to have been a comdnnance dp tho intrigues 
of Httkeem Mehdee, with the participation in thUm of CaptSin Mctieod md 
Mh Clarke, to persuade his Excellency that I was myself ddsirOuS Of fItMitfg 
ground for the removal of Mtyor Baillie from his situation. Certdfoi parts cf 
my conduct are also quoted, as having had a tendency to strengthett th& 
notion In his Excellency, and to produce the declaration with whidh he li^ 
catte forward. 

34. As far as relates to Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, the issue between 
tbem and Major Baillie is, whether they pushed themselves into bis Excellency’s 
confidence, and sought by active intrigue to instil into bis mind sentiments he 
did not already possess^ or whether his Excellency threw himself upon their 
confidence, and requested their assistance to forward his own views. 

35. It is totally unnecessary to go into the respective argnments in support 
of these assertions. We have as evidence, on one side** the candid acknow- 
ledgment of the individuals of all that they were themselves concerned in, 
whmb they declare their readiness to confirm by oath, and this statement corres- 
ponds with cellatend circumstances. On the other, there are only advanced 
vague surmises, from facts and cireumstMices sometimes obviously misvepre. 
sented, frequently totally irrelevant, seldom warranting any inference to the 
prgudice or the gentlemen in quemion, and never capable ni the full interpro. 
tation to which mey have been straineA 

56. His Excellency the present Vizier is a man of too doubtful a character for 
any one to be able to say whether the jealousy of the Resident’s encroaching dis- 
position was the offspring of his Excellency’s own mind or the suggestion of others. 
Obviously, however, it must have taken root there before be threw himself upon 
the English gentlemen in the manner represented. For my part, I have thought 
there was more timidity of disposition in him than deficiency of head, and 1 never 
deemed him so destitute of sense or so devoid of pride, as not to have felt irri- 
tation at finding himself in a continual state of subjection to the Resident and 
exhibited to his own subjects as in tutelage. Whether the sentiment originated 
with himself or was instilled into his mind is immaterial; it could not have been 
entertained, unless it had been warranted by some part of Major fiaillieb con- 
duct. That this was the case I found early cause to believe. Indeed, surv^ing 
the subject at this distance of time, and with the lights I now possess, 1 nink 
it may be safely assumed that even the influence by which Mt^or BmlUe Was 
enabled to carry the several measures he pronosed on his Excdlen^’s first acces- 
sbn to the mosnud, was an influence derivea from practiung on his Excdlcncy’s 
fekrs, not arising from favour or from a sense of oblation, as 1 bad tu first ipia- 

f ined. If bis Excellency’s personal favour Was with either party, i't Ihnsthave 
eeU with that of which Hukeem Mehdee was the head ; for imowing the 
Resident’s liosltility against tliis man, unless there was ttn invia^lde Wning 
towards him end hts counsels,^ he would not have been SUfifefed imEs^Uency 
to approach the Presence while the parade of attachineat to Mij^ Ba^b was 
in full display, and the consequent wish to oblige him Was coihplet^ nftle 
weight did Major Baillie realty possess, when it Was to be trim IW iHendfemce 
against that of Hukeem Mehdee Alee, tlMk be (Mi^ BmUie) wot fifirced to 
solicit my peraontl representation to the Kawiitb Vpaeren the teecmifwnienjiie^of 
permitting the Huketm to remain at Lfuckwow. With respeot to what may* hare 

1 i . ' been 
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Meti 'tilt »4irtri Hwlwiem Mebdc« aiuHin p&rty, add uliicl fcy whicli Enule^ii 

they have expected to j^ccwn^ish tlicir purges, X cauliiot«,t)lf^ li#ur»e, b®’ iteajfd t. 
poswitod'eSf any tnfonnation. Major fiailHe, lnowever, is food of diJMQIllf 'tfpon 
tii^r i^gues about myself or with oatives in my suite, bis t#Mhiati«liul^«Mi irhiOh "l. 

lie^id I bcfteve to be totally without fOuhdation. ‘ ' ' - Mfitiu|^ 6^ 

57. It*i$ here necessary to remark a skilful laxity of^ expVession, a|^W!W(ty 
coneeivod by Major Baiibe to be ticH, io order to lead the suspicion of otbeii to 
a condOsiOtt which he has reasons for not distinctly advancing. 

Ir 

Paragraph SS : ‘‘ Charges for secret services and presents to English gentle* , 

** map and liadies appeared in Hukeem Mebdce’s accounts aubniitted tc^ the 
'* present Vii^r ^ a^ustment in niy presence.” When oiBciaily aequir«l' to 
speeify who the ladies and gentlemen were, lie answered that he understood I.ady 
jj^ookto h|e the lady; but he could not recollect whether Major*Oenerat Cilles* 
pie, , Of donte other general, was the gentleman. From sutoequent passages one 
caQi^ doubt but ttwt he must have believed these items to have been a fiaudu.> 
lent attempt to account fur mouqr never disbursed : yet he leaves this indirect 
accusation to stick or not, as it may, on the dignified persons in question, because 
the ^ictiteitoe of a enfipositioa that bribes could be given was osefhl to his 
purpose. 


58. ** Tai*oiod*Deen (a supposed emissary of Hukeem Mehdee’s) joined the 
“ suite of Lord Moira, and remaioed in attendance for some mouths.” The 
words ** suite” and ** attendance” are here employed, to convey the notion that 
this men was permitted to aecempany me and was io the habits of communi* 
cation; whereas, his attaching himself (probably to evade custom does) to a fleet 
so numerous as to afilM little risk that the intrusion of a strange vessel should bo 
peredvech was unauthorized. Ilia person is to this instant absolutely unknown 
to me, and 1 do dot comprehend the possibility of bis gaining a tittle of tixfor.< 
mation on any aafaj^ct beyond the rate of our progress. 

59# " Goeul Cbuud Cbobey, an ostensible agent of the Vizier'll, in occaaional 
” attendance on the Governor-General.” My first acquaintance with thia 
name was produced by Major Baillie’s letter of the 8th of September 1814, 
wherein the person in question is reported to have quoted my sentiments with 
respect to the reform. On that lettefa being forwarded to me by Mr. Adam, 1 
addressed a confidential note to him, expressing my disbelief of the whole story. 
The impression made upon me at the moment may be worth recording. The 
following is an extract front the note:-— 

” Till I read the letter from Major Bailiie transmitted by you, the existence 
“ of such a man as Goeul Oiund was unknown to me. Little as 1 cou,ld 
imagine that any officer in my military suite could have intercourse with a 
person of that description, t still tlioughtit necessary to question the gentle- 
” men, who alt disavow their knowledge not only of him hut of any othe^ atteod- 
ant in fliO not actually attached to the boats. Such of the civil service as 
*' I am in th<6 habits of seeing frequently have simlluily been questioned by me 
” and make tlie aame answer : but had the case been that any of these indivi- 
duals had l^n intimate with Goeul Clmnd, no suspicion could have rested 
“ on one of them, because to no person whatever, now with the fleet, except 

" Mrl wcketts and yourself, have 1 ever in the remotest manner mentioned the 
'* a^irs of Oude. At Calcutta the Membets of Council alone knew my opinion. 
** it is a subiebt which I should not have the most distant notion of discussing 
** jn any other way than officially ; the quotation, therefore, of my sentiment^ 
imputed to Goeul Cbund is sheer extravagance. My opinions on the head of 
** reform are on^ record in the letters addressed by me to the late t^awaub Vizier; 
** and they are so explicitly stated, that the copies of those letters transmitted to 
the Resident east leave nothing doubtful on tlie subject.” 

Apkn : ** Mr. Cbwke was reported to be the medium of the transmtssitnl of 
** 'HMWe. ptosenCs lo Captain Gilbert, and also of a sword to Majm' Davison ; 

andihia ciremnataiwe struck me in such a light, as to open my eyes Id somd 
‘*'dtogr8aoa the conduct of Mr. Clarke.” Had not this observation been in- 
tend^ .to- excite an aafonilded 'Conception it never eenld have been made by 

Major 
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$«6l«iar€t in Builiie. If Mr. Clarke had any thing to do in the case» hcb ,iA tbjB apt^l 

^®^**'“* service of the Nawaub Vizier and in constant attendance on his Excjellencyf i^s 
soi^rt?8i6. person the mpst nati^ral of all others to be so eniplojired. The evidence, of 
‘ Captain Gilbert explains the presents to him. The mention of the swor4 to tpy 
Slioitte or Aide>de*camp, Major Davjson, } suppose is to furnish a presumption that it was 
GovS|n^Genei«i, attempt to purchase the influence with me against the Resident. Mdor 
^ ‘ fiaillie was the person who informed me that seven trays of presents wereim. 

pared for each of my Aides-de-camp. On my saying that 1 should not alidtv 
them to be accepted, Major Baillie observed that the Nawaub Viaier would be 
u-uunded, if on the occasion of his recent accession to the muspud a compliment 
of that kind from him were wholly declined ; on which account he recommended 
that 1 would permit something to be taken. As it was my peculiar wish to Con- 
ciliate the Nanaub Vizier, 1 agreed that each Aide-de-camp diouid accOpt a 
sword of the ordinary Lucknow fashion. The kind of sword is so well Joroum, 
that I need hardly mention their being, though neat, of no intrinsic value. 'It 
was so settled. Major Davison happening to be the Aide-de-camp sent to meet 
the Nawaub Vizier, with the established compliment of my enquiries aftor his 
health on his Excellency’s arrival at bis camp on the other side of the river, the 
sword was then given to him singly ; and this was a circumstance which Major 
Baillie represents as having opened his eyes! 

6t. Further: ** His Lordship's doubts of the veracity of his representative 
at the Court of Lucknow evinced by bis deputation of Captain Gilbert.” 
To impress a belief of his ** deputation ” is a considerable object with Major 
Baillie. No colour of deputation from me existed. He uses the word again 
and again. It is impossible to speak of any man's internal convietioUf there- 
fore 1 can only say Major Baillie had peculiar reason to think his employment 
of the word incorrect. 1 refer to the public manner in which the Nawaub 
Vizier gave the invitation to Captain Gilbert, as that officer has confirmed pn 
oath. The tes'eimony utterly rebuts Major BailHe’s conclusions. With regard 
to the question of the Resident’s veracity which I am accused of entertaining, 

1 admit that the indulging a gratuitous suspicion derogatory to any one stand- 
ing in the light of a gentleman would have been unworthy. But here, s^aip, 
Major Baillie wrests the nature of the fact, in order to saddle me with the 
having groundlessly regarded him as capable of advancing an untruth. My 
doubt was not as to the Vizier's having authorized Major Baillie to request my 
assent to Mr. Wilson’s being his physician, but as to liis Excellency’s haying 
done it at the moment when Major Baillie spoke to me. The intimation to 
Mr. Law that application would be made for my permission towards Mr. Wil- 
son's being appointed physician was present enough to my mind ; therefore I 
could not but be aware that Major Baillie had powers to make that entreaty : 
my doubt was, as to the entreaty's being made to me in consequence of a fresh 
suggestion of his Excellency’s at that instant. An application originating with 
himself on that occasion must have dispelled all the hesitation which I bad 
before felt on the subject. I did not catch any phrase of the Nawaub Vizier's 
that connected itself with the appointment ; and I was tbe^cp uncert^n 
whether Major Baillie, grounding himself on the former puthoriza^on oi^ the 
Nawaub Vizier (represented as having been extorte^ from his Excellency) had 
not taken that opportunity of urging a request which I had been mp^ri2»4 was 
to be made. Major Baillie’s appeal to the circumstance, that a huharep persiipis 
present must have been able to check him bad he made the appllqatjTon wif^put 
having been then desired to do so by the Nawaub^ Vizier^ is sad sopnisti^'. 
Who ever was in the company of a Native Prince, without having learned, tl^t 
all conversation is carried on in so low a tone, as ^^bal hone put ,tT|e pprsoii^pn 
each side of him, and immediately engaged id tlih discourse, hay^ a pbssipiuty 
of hearing what passed ? ’ , 

62. In another place he talks of the intrigues " encoufaa^ by nalive iemis- 
“ saries as formerly in the suite of the Governoi'-Getterkl.’* The Word ** silkp ” 
is here again pressed into the service, that it'tnay be infiht^'the indhridtials 
were somehow connected with me, or at least had eome ntcBitias of comtttddi- 
cation. There is no excuse open to Major Baillie on (he«fc«re fif misappiehen- 
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si 6 n oh’this headi He perfectly knew my situation at the period to -which this lincioswcirin 

refers. He was aware that I had been constrained to wait at Futtygurh till 

the season of the hot winds should have passed, and that I had no natives in 30 Mar. 1*81G. 

)ny suite ; and that those on whom he bestows- the description were persons in 

no shape attached to any department attendant on me, but merely petitioners Minute of 
who repaired thither, as was the case from all quarters, to have memorials on ' 

allied grievances laid before the Governor-General. 

63. I have reserved for the last the exposure of an attempt which well 
deserves to hold that place in the climax; 

64. In paragraph 15, speaking of my expected arrival. Major Buillie says, 

“ The friendship and intimacy of Lady Loudon with Captain McLeod’s rela- 

tions at home was frequently talked of at this time, and Captain McLeod 
** had obtained leave of absence from the Vizier to proceed to Calcutta with 
“ his children.** He then, in paragraph 22, proceeds ; “ thus the fact, so 
** satisfactorily establislied, of the late Vizier having two agents, an European 
•* and a native, in Calcutta, the one supposed to be connected with Lady London 
“ and the other tutored by Ilukeem Mehdee, combined Avith tlie previous 
“ negotiations between Captain McLeod and the Ilukeem, seems to me to 
“ form proof the most convincing to the mind of every person conversant in 

the slightest degree with the character of the natives of India, that the late 
** Vizier*s retractation of his solemn and written assurances regarding the refoim 
“ of his Government, and ail his untoward pioceedings from the month of 
»* December 1813 till his death, was connected with the deputation of Captain 
** McLeod, and with intrigues conducted by Hukeem Mehdee.** It is quite 
unnecessary for me to expatiate on the quality of that hazarded insinuation 
directed' against Lady Loudon ; the object of it, as will be clear to every body, 
is to have it inferred that Lady Loudon, prejudiced against Major Baillic by 
Captain McLeod, swayed me to extend to Captain McLeod and Hukcetn- 
Mehdee a countenance Inch Major Baillic describes thus: “the encourage- 
** luent, unintentional I am persuatled, which their joint views must have 
“ received from an authority paramount to my own.” I fear the candour of 
Major Baillie in leaving the loophole of unconsciousness by wliicli the Gover- 
nor-General may escape from the charge of turpitude in undermining his own 
lepresentativc, will not pass current, when he has assumed the existence of the 
encouragement in question on such indecent surmises. I thought it fitting to 
declare, upon my honour, to the Council, and I repeat the declaration with the 
same solemnity of asseveration, that I or Lady Loudon could lecollect but one 
conversation (if conversation it could be called) relative to Major Baillie, before 
the period when the present Vizier’s supposed dissatisfaction was communicated 
to me atCawnporc. Major Baillic had been earnestly recommended to me and 
to Lady Loudon in England by a relative very dear to us both shortly before her 
death, and we were thence solicitous to shew him attention. One Jay, after 
perusing an extraordinarily acrimonious despatch of his respecting Saadiit Alee, 
r mentioned to Lady Loudon the regret 1 felt at perceiving such a spirit of 
rancour in Major Baillie’s statement. She met the observation with an cxjires- 
sioD of concern ; and nothing further passed relative to Major Baillic^ either 
on that occasion or on any other, till we met him in the Upper Provinces. 

Major Baillid, 1 am aware, would contend that he had not made a charge on < 
any one of these subjects ; and I would subscribe to his asset tion. It was not 
his policy to make charges ; he has only indulged himself in little disfigura- 
tions of circumstances. Petty distortions might have live chance of being 
thought not worth the trouble of a comment, while the multiplicity and repeti- 
tion of them would mislead others into the false conclusions which it was an 
object to establish, but which it would have been unwise to bring forward in a 
shape that could be grasped. There is undoubtedly much dexterity in this ; 
bqt it it; a dexterity which Major BailUe’s cooler lefiection would have con- 
demned. I ought to add the distinct assurance of Lady Loudon, that she 
never had the slightest conversation w'ith Captain McLeod respecting Major 
Baillie during the former’s residence in Calcutta. 

11 R 


65. I have 
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65. I have coimccted these instances, in order to show that the distortion of 
circumstances was systematic, and practised with the hope that, by means of 
such colouring. Major Bailiie’s loss of influence might be accounted for in aman> 
ner less mortitying than sliould it appear to have been entailed through liis own 
want of judgment. Hence arise his identification of himself with the interests of 

> the State, his lamentations over the ii\iury siuttained by the British Government 
through the interruption of his plans, and his reference of tliese mischiefs to the 
unhappy prejudice against him instilled into me either by Captain McLeod, or 
by native agents who beset me on the river. With regard to the latter, it is dif- 
ficult to persuade oneself Major Baillie ever should have believed that any such 
persons could possibly have had the slightest influence on my counsels, directly 
or indirectly, or that they could have had access to information with respect to 
what was passing in my mind. 

66 . I had no native near niy person. From a caution, the entire value of 
which I did not till now appreciate, I had resolved that there should not be a 
channel for communications to me through any native ; therefore, though 1 was 
anxious to make progress in the llindoostauee language, 1 would not suffer my 
own Moonshee, under whom I was studying it, to attend me on the tour, and 
throughout the fleet there was not, within my knowledge, a single native who 
could have thought of addressing conversation to me. 1 believe there was not 
an individual in my suite at all connected witli, or who gave his confidence to 
persons of the description alluded to by Major Baillic, in any such manner as to 
admit of their having been, even unconsciously, instrumental to such intrigues. 
On the same ground of prudence, I was careful to select an individual* to be 
entrusted with the charge of reading the petitions I might receive, who needed 
the assistance of no Moonshee or other native, on purpose to prevent the possi- 
bility of mischief from such intervention. The whole story of these intrigues 
may therefore be dismissed, as having been the result of a suspicion altogether 
loose and groundless. 

67 * Major Baillie next asserts, that there were some features of my conduct 
and behaviour towards himself, whicli had a tendency to strengthen in his Excel- 
lency the notion that I was anxious to discover some plausible excuse for removing 
him from the Residency at Lucknow. 

6$. The first circumstance adduced is the want of a salute of artillery on his 
arrival at my quarters at Cawnpore and some delay in his introduction. When 
Major Baillie show’s how far he could miscomprehend his position relative to me, 
he affords too ready an inference as to his not measuring his situation in regard 
to the Nawaub Vizier with all the accuracy which he ascribes to himself. I 
cannot but think that Major Baillie is the very first representative who ever 
expected to be received with distinguished military honours when he waited on 
his principal. The llcskicnt at Delhi, or the Resident with Scindiah, never 
looked for so incongruous a compliment. None of the Generals on the Stalli 
none of the Political Agents to the Governor-General, ever received it, and to no 
representative of an independant Native Sovereign was it on any occasion paid, 
unless that representative happened to be the heir apparent. 

69* I am s»ii>d, again, in the conference in which his Excellency made the 
tender of a crore of rupees in loan to the Company, to have conveyed a distinct 
invitation to his Excellency to conferences from which the Resident should be 
excluded. I confess I do not recollect this point: it may have been so; 
but certainly the manner, or the expression in which the proposed exclusion of 
Major Baillie was hinted, must have been professedly addressed to Major 
Baillie’s owp delicacy, and have been couched in terms that rendered the mattci’ 
equally incapable of unfavourable construction, or of wounding the feelings of 
Major Baillie who was present at the time. I trust no one could be more careful 
on this point than myself; and, at any rate, it appears to me singular that 1 
.should take such a step, when 1 l^ad not at the moment a suspicion that tlic 
Vizier could wish to say any thing to me unheard by Major Baillie. Indeed, 
b^d the Vizier understood it to bo my intention, that whenever his Excellency 

requested 

* Mr. l^iuBep. See Mintite dated the 20tli May 1814. 
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requesterl a private audience the Resident sliouUl ijc excluded, tlie subsequent Endufaiwitt 
note of Mr. Clarke, intreating me to see the Vizier without Myor Baillks’s being PsB ttoii 

present, would have been unnecessary. It is admitted that had an invitation 90 

been conveyed by me this note would have been superftuous } yet from this — 1> 
Major Baillie can discern but one inference, which is, that the note was a fabri- Mioute of _ 
cation of Mr. Clarke’s, unauthorized by bis Excellencv. This is, however^ an 
imputation to the prejudice of that gentleman, absolute>y refuted by his Excel* 
lency’s distinct avowal, when I put the question as to Mr. Clarke’s autiiority, in 
the presence of Messrs. Ricketts, Adam, and Swinton. 

70. I shall close my advertence to this part of the late Residents narrath'V, 
with endeavouring to explain shortly the degree in which my conduct may 
probably have influenced his Excellency to come forward with the declaration 
of his grievances and to have subsequently retracted it. 

71. I arrived at Cawnpore with a firm conviction in my mind that his Excel* 
lency entertained towards Major Baillie sentiments of warm attachment and 
implicit confidence. Indeed, my own doubts of the delicacy of some parts of 
Major Baillie’s conduct towards his Excellency’s fatlier having become matter 
no lunger to be acted upon, my confidence in Major Baillie was renewed, as I 
have before explained. I, of course, felt no hesitation in testifying to bis Excel- 
lency my perfect reliance on Major Baillie, with a view to strengthen the attach* 
meat and mutual good understanding I conceived to exist between them. As 
soon, however, as the possibility of the non-existence of tliis harmony was hinted 
to me, I naturally felt anxious to ascertain the actual state of things as well as to 
learn his Excellency’s real sentiments * and i was, therefore, rather more guarded 
as to any studied display of what might have a tendency to deter his Ex^llency 
from unbosoming himself. At the same time, however, I was careful, even wiflk 
nice observance, not to withhold from the Resident those public marks of trust axid 
attention which his situation entitled him to expect. I was thus in a position of 
some difficulty. I was solicitous to gain his Excellency’s confidence, even so far 
as in matters affecting his relation with the British Resident ; but I did not wish 
him to suppose that the Resident had lost mine, or that I harboured a desire to 
subvert him. 

72. Satisfied, as I am at this moment, as well from subsequent events as from 
reflection on wliat then occurred, that dissatisfaction towards Major Baillie was, 
from various causes, the genuine sentiment of his Excellency’s heart, my beha- 
viour clearly had a tendency rather to repress bis avowal of this sentiment. The 
profession and the display of confidence towards the Resident which the 
Nawaub Vizier daily witnessed from me, must have much more than counter- 
balanced any floating imaginations which his mind could have received from any 
intrigues as to my dislike of that person. 

73. Major Baillie’s own account of what passed between his Excellency and 
myself on my hearing these complaints when they were at last brought forward, 
as well as of my behaviour towards himself immediately afterwards, when I called 
him to hand his Excellency to his carriage, furnishes sufficient evidence of the 
uniform courtesy and consideration with which 1 Avas careful to treat him; and 
the statement will clearly prove, that instead of having met with encouragement 
from me, his Excellency laboured under the greatest apprehension lest he might 
have incurred my displeasure by uttering his complaints. 

74. With respect to the circumstances of my behaviour towards the English 
gentlemen at the Court of Oude, against which Major Baillie complains so 
strongly, I have already fully explained, in my note of the 30th November 1814, 
the light in which I regarded their conduct and the feelings which influenced 
mine towards them. In the ninety-third paragraph of his Tetter, Major Baillie 
professes to give the purport of a conversation which passed in an audience he 
liad with me on the subject. If Major Baillie be convinced of his having nar- 
rated accurately what passed, it is a verj^ remarkable instance how far Ute power 
of fancy is capable of confusing recollection. The tenor of an interview to which 
there were no witnesses, and in which the parties contradict one another so 
decidedly as I do Major Ilaillie, can only be judged by probability. When Major 
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Bailiie states that he told me he could only consider Captain McLeod ^nd 
^ ®* “ authorized spies hpofi him,” I have only to ask a mOmenPs 

^ Mar. 1816. reflection on the likelihood of his venturing to hold such language to me, wh^ 
certainly (by hiS own shewing) did not indulge him- in any intimacy of discourse. 

MinuMof h 18 tnie, indeed, that he arraigned Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke of gross 

for tJieir having given to me the information which I- had demanded 
from them. He then remarks, that 1 ^ evinced a disposition to vindicate those 
gentlemem” The disposition was, in truth, evinced pretty unequivocally ; for I 
checked Major Bailiie with great austerity, observing that if I did not ascribe his 
proposition to the intemperate agitation of his mind, anrl thence regard it as an 
argument which he would not seriously maintain, I should feel it incumbent on 
me to remove him directly from hb station. I explained, that it was the duty of 
every English gentleman to apprize the Governor-O'eneral of any incorrect con- 
duct in the Resident, who might otherwise continue in a course of behaviour 
deeply injurious to the State, without the Governor* General’s obtaining know- 
ledge of so serious a mischief. The accuracy of Major Baillie's memory with 
regard to other parts of the conversation-, may be jutiged by one point of his 
representations, to which there happens to be collateral evidence. He advances, 
that I expressed a desire to confront those two gentlemen with the Nawaub 
•Vizier. Now those gentlemen did make a formal claim upon my justice to be 
eonfronted with- the Nawaub Vizier, asserting that they would produce three of 
his Excellency’s servants who would maintain on oath, to his face, his having 
i<q)eatedly uttered before them the con)|>laints which Captain McLeoiL and 
Mr. Clarke bad disclosed. My answer to each of the gentlemen was, that no 
consideration could justify me in subjecting an independent Sovereign to such 
humiliation r hb word must be taken implicitly. Let it be judged what is the 
degree of probability in the statement, that 1' had expressed a de^re to confront 
the Vizier with those gentlemenv 

75. I now proceed to consider the circumstances of Agha Mecr*s elevation to 
the Ministry, the causes of his present disgrace,, and the question 'whether or not 
out mterfisrence ou his account would be expedient. 

76 . In my note of the 30th November 18 14, I expressed it as my firm coavio 
tion that the retractation of the complaints, whether well or ill-founded, against 
Major Bailiie, had been effected by an intrigue, the reward of success in which 
was Agha Meer’s nomination to the ncabut. The issue of the intrigue, and the 
'means by which it had been eliccted, 1 conceived to l)c nothing to me. Attention 
had been paid to the testimonies of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, only as 
they elucidated the Nawaub Vizier’s wishes ; and when he thought fit to say that 
those representations did not convey his real sentiments, the question dropped. 
Whh regard to his Excellency’s nomination of a Minister, I was bound by my 
own declaration to leave his choice uninfluenced, unless in the case of his selecting 
some individual of such kixown hostility to the British Government as would be 
likely to subvert the alliance. Tliere was, of course, no motive for my inter- 
vention. I had not, at the time, any clear conception of these strangely-per- 
.plexed transactions. Major Baillie's own account has thrown considerable liglit 
on the subject; and, certainly, bad I then possessed the clue which he has fur- 
nished in his report, he would not have been left in the situation of Resident at 
the Court of Oude. 

77. In the consideration of a fit person to he minister, it seems that my pr^W' 
dices intervened to the injury of public concerns. My conviction tliat the 

hnly person worthy of the trust was a person whom his Lordship Iiad rebeted 
“ on account of his connexion witli me,” is the preliminary statement of Major 
Bailh'e. He afterwards enlarges thus : “ Mirza Jafer, the most respectable per- 

son front talents aud btrih, ' and the most desirable from attachment to our 
'* interests that was then to he found in the capital, v/as proscribed, or supposed 
“ to be proscribed, by the Governor-General’s displeasure.” It wouM then 
appear that my distaste to the Resident, extended to Mirza'Jilfer on acedunt 
of 'his connexion with Major Bailiie, prevented the person the most respectable, 
the most capable, and the most devote<l to the British Government, from being 
invested with the office of Minister. What ought to be thought of this repre- 
sentatibn when there never had been a motive or a ci*’" *ance, on which the 
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surmise of any displeasure of mine against Mii za Jafer could he grounded ? No EncJoiiur** in 
shadow of: any such displeasure existed. Major Uaiilie, indeed* flid not venture 
to bring forward that person as a candidate,, because when his views in that 

respect bad been removed, it had been hinted to him that I could not fail to — ^ , 

*thinh the choice objectionable. It was obvious, that the naming for Minister a Minu^ of 

Muonsbee who had been the Resident’s couhdeiitial agent for a long term of 
years, would have been to hold up the V’izier to all India as more strongly shackled 
than ever in those trammels from which I had professed the determinatioh to 
liberate hum The example of Saadut Alee's mortifications had been,- in my 
judgment, of great injury to our interests, by disinclining other Princes to put 
themselves under British protection. 1 sought to counteract this impression; 
and my object would have been thoroughly defeateri, had a fresh proof been 
exhibited how little the Nawaub Vizier was allowed to he independent in 
interna/ government of bis country. Either from a sense of this obstacle, or 
from a desire to make it the excuse for giving to Agha Meer the preference on 
this occasion, the latter was the person brought forward. The appointment of 
Alirza Jafer would have been felt by the Nawaub Vizier as the must mortiiying 
proclamation of his Excellency's insignificance that could have been devised. 

The expression of joy on the part of his Excellency (witnessed by Mr. Ricketts, 

Air. Adam, and Air. Swinton) when he was told that the retention or dismissal 
of Mirza Hajee, and the other sons of Alirza Jafer, depended entirely on his 
own pleasure, sufficiently manifested his acute sense and Jealousy of impending 
thraldom. Wretched, indeed, was the subjugation, when he could not think 
himself at liberty to remove one of his own household servants 1 This point 
should not be passed over without noticing the terms “ pjoscribed ” and dis.* 

** pleasure ” more particularly. It is the same attempt whicli 1 have before 
exposetl, of exciting by an irrelevant word the supposition of a non-existent 
.circumstance. 


78. It seems that Agha Aleer, by whose personal influence the retractation 
was effected, was only the tool of Ulee Nuckce, the Resident's own Aloonshee ; 
that it was from him Agha Mcer took his lessons and went armed witli instructions 
to work upon the fears and passions of the Vizier. Where was the inducement 
for Agha Mcer to take so active and so hazardous a step ? Are we to believe 
that the ntabut was the proffered reward? What hope could he have of such 
an elevation, but through that recommendation of the Resident’s which was 
sure to operate as a command? When the counsels of Ulee Nuckee to A^ha 
Mcer arc avowed, suspicion must fix itself strongly on the Resident as having 
been a party to the project. Let us see how further circumstances bear out the 
supposition. 

79 . Agha Aleer was, in his inferior station, the ostensible favourite of his 
Excellency at the time ; but there seems good reason to believe that, before this 
retractation, he bad been gained over to Major Bailiie’s party. He was in the 
habits of attemiing constantly at the Itcsulency ; and from Major Baillie’s 
account* it would appear to have been his usual practice to retire home in the 
evening with Ulee Nuckee, Alajor Baillic’s confidential Aloonshee. There, at 
the housp of the latter, was the plan conceived which was to produce a recanta- 
tion of the complaint preferred by his Excellency. There, as is acknowledged, 
was the fovonrite spirited up to undertake the part assigned to him. Now let 
any man ask himself, would Major Baillie’s confidential Aloonshee have risked 
his master’s displeasure, the loss of situation, and every thing he possessed in the 
world, liad he not known he was doing what was agreeable to his patron, even 
if it had not been preconcerted between them ? But the question Is superfluous. 
Alajor Baillie makes open profession of the merit he conceives to attach to the 
services of Agha Meer for the part he had in the transaction. f ^ 

80. The merit rests upon the assumption, that .\gha Aleer undeceived (he 
Nawaub Vizier, and gave him courage to emancipate himself from the danger 
of supporting a falsehood into which he bad been betrayed : a service wUich 
could iiotJbut secure to him the confidence and warm gratitude of b'ls Excel- 
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JKndmnua lency io a higher degree thin he had before possessed them. This » another 
point of the internal evidence of the case which shall be discussed in iw place. 

30 Mar. 1816. Whencesoever the sudden turn had proceeded, and whatsoever my observation 
of a degree of stage trick might be, it was my business to be satisfied, as soon^ 
Mioate of as I had ascertained from his" Excellency’s own mouth what Was the construe-*^ 
”**8*5^^1816”^* ’ which be wished should be received. Immediately afterwards, his Excellency 
was called upon to name a Minister : I had, at the instance of Ma^ Baillie, pre> 
viously objected to the man on whom the Nawaub Vizier’s choice had rested. 
This was Ilukeem Mehdee, the adviser of his father, whom I was taught to 
think hostile to the interests of our nation ; and I declined advising further. 
Major Baillie was solicited by his Excellency to assist him in the selection of 
another man to be placed in nomination in theHukeem’s stead. Major Baillie*s 
report of the conference which followed cannot be read, without its leaving the 
impression that he sought to lead his Excellency to the conviction that the nomi- 
nation of no one would be so wise, so acceptable, or so proper, as that of Agha 
Meer. No one else appears to have been named on the occasion. Every trifling 
circumstance in favour of this individual seems to have been exaggerated and 
earnestly pressed upon his Excellency, while every thing of a disqualifying nature, 
however gross and palpable, was put out of sight. It is obvious, as well from 
what preceded as from what followed the conference, that the nomination of 
Agha Meer was the act of Major Baillie. Amidst all the candidates that had 
presented themselves, his Excellency seems never to have thought of Agha Meer 
before this conference. Though the latter was said to be his Excellency’s per- 
sonal favourite, he had been placed in no high situation, and never had been 
employed in the transaction of important business, lie was reported to be of 
low origin ; and were there any certainty of his being a Syyud by descent, the 
fact would not militate against the supposition of his having been nurtured 
among the dregs of the people. Ilis birth, however, would have been of little 
consequence, had his personal qualities recommended him to distinction. Unfor- 
tunately this w'as not the case: his figure was coarse, his manners unpolished, 
and his intellect generally estimated below mediocrity. He had not bad the 
opportunities of drawing, either from study or from active employment, any tole- 
rable degree of the information requisite in his position. Of course, the appoint- 
ment occasioned general surprise, and 1 believe was very unfaviiurably regarded 
at Lucknow. Major Baillie ascribes the elevation of tliis person to the Nawaub 
Vizier’s sense of the service just rendered to him by Agha Meer, as well as to 
his Excellency’s paitiality for this servant. The Vizier’s contemplation of the 
service, as well as the strength of bis attachment to Agha Meer, will appear 
from subsequent events ; but the service might have its merit elsewhere, and 
thence have received its reward. The efforts Major Baillie has since made to 
maintain Agha Meer in power in opposition to his Excellency’s wishes, are 
strongly corroborative of this view, and siicw a decided identification of interest 
between them. Still gratitude for the immediate aid was not, I am disposed to 
conceive, the only reason assignable for this nomination. Major Baillie must 
have known Aglia Meer’s incapacity : he knew also the unbounded influence 
possessed over this man by his own Moonshee ; so that by bringing forward a 
creature of his own of such character and qualifications, he secured to himself 
an uncontrolled authority in the aflairs of Oude. This, I have no doubt, was 
considered as genuine policy with regard to public objects by Major Baillie, bnd 
the establishing such an influence \vould liave been expedient, had it not been 
inevitably liable to abuse by the natives connected with the Resident. Events 
fully justified the apprehension of that consequence ; for tliere can now be no 
doubt, that as long as Agha Meer continued in power, the result was as Major 
Baillie must have foreseen, expected, and sought, the ministry having been w- 
tually in the hands of his own Moonshee, Ulee Nuckce. 

81. Agha Mccr’s disgrace so soon after his elevation is easily accounted for. 
Granting even that Ins nomination was not entirely forced upon the Vizier, but 
that he was at the time viewed with sentiments of predilectioo, his Excellency 
must have very soon discovered that be had been won over to the opposite 
interest, and was engaged in schemes and guided by advisers regard^ by bis 
Excellency to be hostile to bis independence. H|s .Excellency’s partiality 
thus changed to that sort of vindictive hatrctl which usually pursues the detected 
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faUity of a favourite. For a time we may suppose tlie fear qf offeucliog Miyor Eactonaji » 
BaiUie to have bad a predominant influence in nis Excellency^ mind, ann to have 
restrained the expression of this antipathy or an immediate resort to the measures so Mar. lilie. 
it in^»t surest. His Excellency had already once been defeated in his attempts — ^ 
lo sbahe off the trammels of thraldom, and it was only gradually that be could « Minute ^ 
recover sufllicient confidence to renew the struggle. Indeed, we may observe in 
the caution with which each step was taken, and in mode by which bis Ex- ' * 

cellency proceeded from one asperity to another, until at last the supposed 
fiivourite was disgraced and imprisoned, that though the enmity was deep and 
irreconcilable, there was something which forbad its full disclosure in the instant. 

This we can only imagine to have been an apprehension of the consequences 
from Major Baillie’s resentment, while there was no liope of its being checked by 
myself. The only remaining question with respect to Agha Meer is, whether 
not he is to meet with the support of our Government now that he has irrevo- 
cably fiaillen under his master’s displeasure. This must turn on a decision of the 
question, What ought to be our policy with regard to the State of Ouder 

82. The system of attracting the Native Sovereigns into subsidiary engage- 
ments, the work of a truly able statesman, had its inherent defect. Lord Wel- 
lesley was amply sensible of it ; though, with that judgment which perceives 
that in human affairs you are not to stand still on account of an objection, but 
must be satisfied with a course where benefit far preponderates against incon- 
venience, he wisely compounded for the eventual embarrassment. He pre- 
dicted the difficulty which would at length occur as to the nature of our inter- 
ferences with the States which had paid for our protection ; but he could only 
say, that the remedy must be devised when the exigency should happen, as its 
quality would have to depend on the circumstinces of the moment. What has 
taken place in Oude, however, has uot been altogether the effect of the causes 
embraced by his foresight. Some management, which I cannot but consider as 
having been erroneous, produced the evil in a degree beyond any natural ten- 
dency in the contract. To judge of this accurately, the ground whence all 
reasoning on the subject ought to proceed must be first established. 

63. Wlien the heavily reluctant assent of Saadut Alec was obtained for the 
cession of a large portion of his duunnions, in commutation of the pecuniary 
contribution which he was bound to pay for the subsidiary force, the most dis- 
tinct assurance was pledged to him, by treaty, for his independent excrci.se of 
authority within the remainder of his territories. A right of <;onnsclling him on 
matters which might aifect the joint interests of the two contracting powers was 
indeed stipulated in the treaty. The construction of tliis article, Jiowevcr, 
cannot, with any show of justice, be extended beyontl that right of remon- 
strance, and of ultimate interference in extreme cases, wliich of necessity 
belongs to a protecting power relatively to the State protected. A provision for 
it would have been superflous, had not there probably existed some apprehension, 
that should the right not be specifically reserved, it might be understood as barred 
by the direct acknowledgment of the Nawaub Vizier’s independence. An 
attempt to fix upon this article a more comprehensive sense, would convert into 
an act of lawless oppression the acquisition of the territory in question ; since 
it could not have been honestly obtained but by the granting an equivalent, 
which equivalent xvas the recognition and guarantee of the Nawaub Vizier’s 
rights of sovereignty. The punctual observance of this contract M'as impe- 
riously binding on our honour, our probity, and our interests. 1 have specified 
the last consideration, because I conceive that an unfortunate mistake on that 
bcarl made our Government think its intervention legitimate on matters not 
really attended with the justification of any necessity. 

84. On accepting, or rather on insisting upon the provinces in question as- 
an extinction of the annual money payment secured to us, it is indisputable 
that we renounced ali pt'etension to intermeddle with the administration of^the 
remainingterritories of Saadut Alee, unless in cases where the evident peril of 
the common cause should sanction remonstrance. This line was not well under- 
stood in practice. The supremacy of the Brlti^ power was thought to be 
telinqnished, if k ilWfe^lil-rendered visible in every transaction. The repre- 
> ' sentations 
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Endqture* in lentatlons of thiB Nawaub Vizier against what he thought a breach of faith, and 
''ivlMch he attributed more to the dictatorial temper of the Resident than to the 
^ Mar.'lSl#. Government, occasioned perpetual contestation. The spiiits became 

. . acrimonious on both sides. Statements from the Resident, naturailj more 

Minute of favourable to his side than strict equity would have borne out, betrayed 

Go^roOT-General, (Joverninent into steps whence it could not recede, and which established pre- 
tensions never in its cool contemplation. The matter had been gradually 
getting worse and worse till the time of MajorBaillie. He adopted the system 
which he found fashioned to his hand, and from its nature the dissensions with 
the Nawaub Vizier could not but become virulent. The Resident, backed by 
an authority against which resistance must be fruitless, had no terms to keep 
with his Excellency beyond the screening himself from having direct indecorum 
proved against him. A similar policy was incumbent on the Nawaub, so that, 
under the display of every civility and the observance of every etiquette, reci- 
procal malevolence was indulged by the practice of every covert artifice that 
could be irritating and offensive. To sustain himself in this warfare, Migor 
Baillie was under the necessity of embodying round his standard such natives as 
could by influence, dexterity, and boldness, best aid him in riveting the fetters 
which he thought it necessary to impose on the Sovereign of the country. They 
were essentially recognized depositaries of his power, and that power was under- 
stood to be undistinguishablc from the authority of the Governor-General. 
Confident in this irresistable support, those natives had no restraint on the 
ostentatious parade of their influence. Prosecuting their private gain by means 
of this trust, they conturaeliously disregarded the Nawaub Vizier, thwarted his 
measures with impunity, and treated with undisguised contempt the legitimate 
functionaries employed by him. It was impossible that this behaviour, and 
the abuses which accompanied it, should not outrage the feelings of the Nawaub 
Vizier. The Resident could not sacrifice those dependants to his Excellency’s 
indignation, without giving up all hope of keeping together a party. He was, 
therefore, constrained to uphold them in confessed opposition to their Sove- 
reign ; nay more, he was obliged to pay their services by extorting for them 
advantages from that Sovereign ; and to maintain his own power in this ruinous 
contest, he was (however unintentionally) fbreed to assume, by the identi- 
fication of himself with the British Government, an appearance of sway over 
the Nawaub Vizier that carried with it the most poignant insult. 

85. Soon after I had occasion to advert to our position relative to Saudut Alee 
I became aware of impending consequences which filled me with the utmost 
alarm. That Prince was driven to actual desperation : he had even openly 
declared it in full durbar. The mischief had proceeded so far, that if we con- 
tinued to assert the principle advanced for us, there was no avoiding a decisive 
struggle. I saw that we were on the brink of being forced, in self-defence, to 
possess ourselves of Saadut Alce’sdominions and riches, to prevent his throwing 
himself with ail his treasures into the hands of any power that would take the 
field against us. Whatsoever might have been the exigency that impelled the 
procetuire, it would have entailed eternal stain on the British name; for the 
case was in no manner capable of explanation sufficient to do away the pre- 
sumption of our having forced a quarrel on the defenceless, as a colour for 
atrocious plunder. Under the impression of the first informations received by 
me on the subject, I had urged the Nawaub Vizier to the enforcement of the 
plan of reform which it was said he had agreed to undertake. His explanation 
of its having been his conception that the measure was to be carried into execu- 
tion gradually, ns success should encourage its extension, came to me at a 
moment when I hud obtained from diderent unprejudiced and unquestionable 
authorities, a tolerable notion of the state of society in Oude. I was 
thoroughly satisfied, that there were not to be found there enough functionaries, 
uniting sufficient capacity with honesty, to conduct the plan at once op 
the wide scale demanded by us ; since it was evident to me that nothing but 
the unremitting vigilance of European superintendence in each of our Ziljahs, 
prevented the grossest abuses under that system in the Company’s possessions. 
From this conviction sprang the modification expressed in my letter of the 25th 
Match 18H: but I should havethought tbatl Itad contetripJated the evil icry 
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ftnpei'fectly hatt I stopped there. I meditated a more radical assuagement of 
the Vizier’s ulcerated mind, the nature of Mrhicii I explained to my colleagues 
ijn Council, namely, the defining the duties of the Resident, in such a manner 
as'sheuld preclude the affectation of control so inevitably irritating to that Prince. 

B6. The policy which appeared to inc rccounnended no less by our con- 
venience than by our good faith, was to ol)scrve strictly the true and obvious 
spirit of our engagements will) the Sovereign of Oiidc, by leaving him a free 
agent in tlie internal government of his own dominions, interfering with that 
advice whicli to him must be injunction only in cases where the real importance 
of our mutual interests required it. By the ailoptionof this principle, I obtained 
from Rcfaut-ood-Dovilah, in an hour of exigency, an assistance lor tlic Com- 
pany which never could have licen procured (luring the miserable birktrings of 
lornier management. The counsels of Major Baillie appeared no deviation from 
the plan, because they were understood to he solicitc'd by the new Sovereign ; and 
I had only desired Major Baillic should be remiiuicd of the wisdom of letting 
them be invited. 

87. Tlie first symptom of misunderstanding between Refaut-ood-Dowlah and 
tlie Resident was a delay, on the part of the Nawaub, to carry into effect the 
original plan of reform to which lie had subscribed implicitly. 1 am persuaded 
the demur with regard to the districts into which the rctbrin was not introduced, 
arose from the dilficulty of finding persons fit to be trusted with such large 
powers ; and it is an important fact, that Licutcnant-C’oloiicl J'raser, charged 
with the care of suppressing the insurrections which broke out in different parts 
of Oude during last year, reported as the cause uniformly assigned by the in- 
habitants for those convulsions, that the extortions practised by the Ameens 
under the new system had diivcii the country into madness. The offer of the 
Resident to provide competent persons did not remove the embarrassment. 
The proposal touchi'd an acute string of the Vizier’s jealousy. Compliant as 
he had been on other points, he seems to have been cautiously on bis guard 
against strengthening u combination of his subjects, from which he had seen his 
father suffer so niiicli ; and he probably dreaded the putting into situations of 
great influence individuals whom he regarded as devoted to the Resident. The 
proposition was inconsiderate. Sincere gratitude was, I doubt not, felt towards 
Major Buillie by the present Nawaul) Vizier as long as the latter believed that 
many plots against his succession and life had been defeated by the Resident's 
energy. When his Excellency, from a more distinct view of matters, began to 
doubt that those dangers had existed in the degree represented, it was natural 
for him to imagine that an exaggerated claim of merit had some interested 
aim, and he probably scrutinized with undue severity the measures which Major 
Buillie had pressed upon him at the moment of his accession. I have men- 
tioned that, while yet I could not suspect any thing of this disposition in the 
jrreseut Vizier, 1 had thought it expedient to have a hint communicated to 
Major Baillie against such urgency. Tlie Nawaub V’izier could not fail to have 
it indicated to him, that almost all the points re(|ucsted of him by the Resident 
(though they had been chiefly sanctioned by tlie late Governor-f Mineral) tended 
to enrich individuals who had acted under the Resident against Saadut Alee. 
Major Baillie has noticed the unfortunate estrangement which existed between 
.Saadut Alee and the present Vizier. That the late Nawaub preferred for the 
active station of Minister and commandant of the troops his second son, on 
account of his superior talents, is certain ; but that he had the project of setting 
Ills elder son aside from the succession (a design which he must have known, 
this Government would never allow), or that he treated him in any manner that 
revolted the present Nawaub, is to me highly questionable. I never heard 
Refaut-ood-Dowlah speak of his father but with tenderness and veneration. 
Many things were mentioned by him to me that tended to throw a grace on his 
father’s memory, and I know that he was singularly gratified by my having 
visited the grave of Saadut Alee. I thence infer, that he looked with an evil 
eye on those who ha^h^en banded against his father, and that he was soured 
with Major iinnortunacy with - him (Refaut-ood-Dowlah) in 

furtherance of their I suspect that the first symptoms of tiii* 
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Balllic, who possibly imagined the Vizier to be more weak in capacity tbam 
1 believe is really the case, and thence deemed such a tone likely to be efiectual. 
The Nawaub Vizer, if I conceive his character rightly, is singularly timid, and has 
perhaps bowed himself before an assuming control; but I could neverinhismanners* 
nis conversation, or his procedures, discover any thing which justified u suppo- 
sition of bis being deficient in intellect. I suspect that he bad sagacity enough 
to comprehend the advantage taken of his nervousness, to carry points on the 
siuhlen which he would not have conceded in the ordinary course of business, 
and that his reflection was indignant at the management. If 1 am right in this con- 
jecture, the violence of his Excellency’s resentment against Agha Meer, when 
tile latter had associated himself to the counsels of Major Bailiie, is readily 
accounted for. It is certain the dislike, without any cause assigned, was visible 
very early after Agha Meer s elevation. All the influence which Major Bailiie 
supposed himself to possess was inefficient towards suspending the course of this 
dissatisfaction. When that minister was sent on the mission to me at Futtyguirh, 
Major Bailiie represented that Agha Meer had many enemies working against 
him ; and the Resident therefore earnestly begged that I would shew to the man 
such marked testimonies of my regard, as might induce the Nawaub Vizier to 
take him again into favour. '1 he application appeared odd ; because when Major 
Bailiie had declared his Excellency to be sensible of the injury done to him in the 
late transactions, to be full of contrition for having lent himself to the sugges- 
tions of intriguers, and to be glowing with gratitude at Major Baillie’s generous 
remission of the fault, it did not seem natural that any influence beyond the Resi- 
dent’s could be necessary to reinstate a servant of such tried and approved fide- 
lity as Agha Meer in the good graces of his master. During the whole of Agha 
Meer’s stay at Futtygiirh, I not only treated him with unvarying attention, but 
with such public distinctions as he had never before received, and even with 
constant demonstrations of cordiality. These tokens of gootl-will were unfeigned, 
because 1 really gave him credit for firm attachment to the British interests. 
Notwitlistanding this countenance, and his being furnished by me with a letter 
to the Nawaub Vizier, in which I professed the most favourable opinion of him, 
he remained in unalterable disgrace; nay, lie became the object of liarsh persecu- 
tion. The cause of this is considerably unfolded by a circumstance which took 
place after tl»e arrival of Mr. Strachoy (the successor of Major Bailiie) at Luck- 
now. Ills Excellency entreated Mr. Strachey not to employ Ulee Nuckce as 
Moonshee at the Residency, saying that Ulce Nuckce had been the cause of all 
the differences with Major Bailiie. 


88. A suspicion • may possibly now occur, that Major Bailiie perceived the 
hatred of the Nawaub Vizier to be in progress towards acknowledging itself; 
that he foresaw the impossibility of maintaining his ground at Lucknow, and 
that he resorted to the excuse of being undermined to account for his expected 
dislodgnicnt. That 1 had any pointed prejudice against him certainly appears 
not to have been in his conception, when he could apply to me to shew particu- 
lar attentions to Agha Meer, whose connection with him he knew me to under- 
stand. Subsequently to that period he tlid take alarm. On the investigation of 
facts asset ted to me in a petition, there appeared reason to' fear that use had 
been made of the name of our (roveriiment to obtain the Vizier’s decision 
on a case in violation of the laws of the country. It was a question of inheritance 
and landed property between one Imteaz Ulee and Ulee Nuckce. The Resi- 
dent had often pressed Saadut Alec to determine the cause in favour of his 
Moonshee. Saadut Alee constantly replied, that it was an aflair to be decided 
by the tribunals in regular course. Major Bailiie insisted, that when the British 
Government (which had no right to judge) had already decided on it, as was 
testified by his application, it would be indecent to have it tried in a court of 
law. One of the first points carried with the present Vizier on his awession 
by Major Bailiie was a decision in favour of Ulee Nuckee. Tlio petition of 
Imteaz Ulee was a rq)resentation of the injury done to British 

Government, in obtaining a decree against him without his * hearing. 

I saw no cause to suspect that Major Bailiie had been aCitttjpiw’hy other partiality 
than that which arose from regarding Ulee Nuckeg^fefii^ltve partizan of the 
IJriUsh Government. The mode of rewarding',j^|w^^®??®*t 
me correct. I thought an injurious act of opj)rcs^|^%iPl^ unwittingly com- 
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mitted by the British Government, and I felt hound to repair it. I tlirected 
Major Baillic to solicit that the Nawaub Vizier would annul his decree, and 
place tlie parties in their original situations, and would refer the matter to the 
ordinary course of law. Whether Major Baillic erroneously construed this into 
an indication of ilhwill on my part towards him, or whether he feared it would be 
an opening for the Nawaub Vizier’s avowal of sentiments hitherto repressed, 1 
cannot guess ; but I am persuaded this intervention was a proximate cause of the 
framing a despatch which he must be sure would entail his lemoval. That des> 
patch, though dated the 2dth April, was nut forwarded till after the period to 
which 1 allude. 


Enclosures in 
nuijial Political 
letter, 

3U Mar. ISlfi. 

Minute of 
Governor-General, 
a Feb. 1816. 


89* With respect to the question whether we should support Agha Mcer, I am 
clearly of opinion he cannot be maintained. The attempt would be an in- 
fraction of principles which 1 consider as fundamental in our relations with Oude : 
but, further, it would lead to extreme practical embarrassment. To retain Agha 
Meer in office, we should have to undertake the entire administration without 
any adequate excuse for such a violation of the treaty. 

90. It remains now to determine on what principles the connection and inter- 
course between the Britisli licsidcnt and the Court of Oude shall he regulated 
henceforth, and what degree of interference is to be cxeicised in tlie nomination 
or appointment of a successor to Agha Meer, should we deem it nece.ssury to insist 
ou such an appointment taking place. Even thi.s, however, may he matter of 
deliberation. IJis Excellency lias dccirleclly expressed his wish that Aglia Mcer 
should be dismissed, and that no Minister should succeed him on the same terms, 
but that the obedience of all his servants sliuiild he secured by their sense of 
immediate and exclusive dependence on himself. The first question is, whetlier 
our Government should acquiesce in such an airangement? Erom the nalurc of 
our connection, from tlie teims of the treaty between the two States, and from 
the admitted practice of former times, it notild ap|x;ar that we have an undoubted 
light to offer our advice in the conduct of the affairs of the Vizier’s Government, 
more especially to cxck.iC the right by insisting on tiie u|>|>oiutu)ent of an 
ciiicicnt Minister, if we think it necessary, and coni'erring with Ins Excclleney in 
the selection. There is, indeed, no limit to the control by advice and injunction 
we might exercise in the internal administration of Oude, except such as policy 
or a sense of justice and of piopricty, may induce us to impose on ourselves. 

91. It is on the ground of policy that I propose to consider the question. 
On general principles, I must ccnifess it to be my wish, as 1 have already ex- 
plained, to refrain from authorizing the pvarlice of constant inteifercnee in the 
domestic concerns of our allies. Now, I should conceive there can be no species 
of interference so galling and subvensive of the independence of a Prince, as 
to insist on the appointment of a particular Minister, and to uphold his autho- 
rity in opposition even to his master, because he is conceived to be favourable 
to our interests. The tendency our alliances have to slide into the habit of such 
interference, is the very circumstance that has made a connection with us so un- 
popular, as only to be sought or acquiesced in when a State is ou the brink of 
ruin. At this instant lioikar prefeis the insults of his aimy and the being con- 
fined within the fortress in which he lias sought refuge, to embracing the sepvi- 
tude of our protection. Why ? lie has had legible examples before his eyes. 

92. It is obviously our policy to remove this impression, by making the yoke 
of our supremacy as invisible as possible, while the advantages of our protection 
are so nianitbst. This is the broad bearing of the question. 

93. With respect to Oude in particular, our practice and our views would not, 

perhaps, in theory extend so far, because the selei;tion of the person to be Minister is 
left with the Vizier, and we only assume the privilege of urging a special ground 
of disqualification in case such objection should justly exist against a particular 
individual. It comes, however, very nearly to the same tiling. We insist that 
the person nam^d 4>all be one known to be favourable to the interests of our 
Government vv)dd4^|l9pally means a dependant of the British Resident, or at 
least one who has biffl^ity.the habit of courting bis favour through the hope of 
rising to power by for how else is a favourable disposition to our 

Government to be mauil^ikp f 

91. Thc»c 
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^*®*®*^“ 94. There have always been two parties at the'Couit of Oude ; one consisting 

^Setter of those who look forward to rise to power by means of the British Resident, 
so Mur. 1816. Other courting the personal fas'or of the Prince ; each in its turn has been 
— — strongest, as the Vizier has himself retained the power, or the Ministn has’ 

Minute of engrossed it through the exertion of the influence of our Government. 

Govemor-Goneral, o o 

S Feb. 1816. 95 . During the lifetime of the late Vizier, as his favour was the predominant 

influence, it was only the malcontents who had lost or despaired of ever obtain- 
ing the favor of their Prince, together with a few immediate Moonshees and 
dependants that formed the Court of the British Resident. These, when dis- 
appointed in the objects of their ambition, represented the persons enjoying the 
advantages of the Prince’s favour as hostile to the British interests, and themselves 
as martyrs to their espousal of our cause. Major Baillic would seem to have 
lent too ready an ear to tlie whisperings of such courtiers ; and when, on the 
accession of the present Vizier, liis |)arty came into favour, his conduct appears 
to have hail for its object the annihilation of the opposite interests, and the 
demonstration to his own courtiers that his favour was the only secure road to 
powci*. 


96 . I had unconsciously lent myself to a course of measures which had nearly 
enabled him to effect this, when the Nawaub Vizier was induced to make another 
effort in su|)port of his own influence and authority. This effoit produced the 
crisis in wliich we arc now called on to deliberate as to the policy to be 
observed in future. Had not so complete an insight into the nature of Major 
Baillic’s couducl been affbrilcd me, 1 might perhaps have been misled by false 
representations respecting tlie character of Agha Mcer and the circumstances 
which have occasioned his fall, to have lent him the same support which was 
formerly lent to Hyder Beg Khan ; and this, in giving the flnishing stroke to 
the independence of the Vizier’s Government, would have entailed no light 
embarrassment. Such an extremity is now out of the question. Shall we, how- 
ever, insist upon the appointment of another Minister in opposition to bis 
Excellency’s wishes ? 


97 . The arguments in favour of such a measure arc, that it gives a consistency 
and responsible character to the administration of affairs, and produces a concert 
with the Representative of the British Government not to be shaken by the 
insidious suggestions of private favourites, whose influence on the weak minds 
and fickle dispositions of Princes, like those of this country, might otherwise be 
productive of danger to our interests. Such an argument amounts to an 
admission, that to produce the advantages in question the Minister must be a 
man of our own, exercising in effect the whole power of the State, under our 
steady support, against what we may call the whims and caprice, but what 
must obviously be the pleasure and wishes of the Prince. This could scarcely 
be so disguised, as that the Prince shoiilil not feel all the humiliation of his 
dependence, and his secret enmity must be the inevitable consequence. 


9 H. If it be politic to liavc tlie ^Minister in our interest, how much more 
desirable would it be that the Prince should be attached to our alliance; and 
how is it possible that be can be so, if he feel our inierfeience and encroach- 
ments thwarting Ins inclinations in every step? 


99 . Is attachment to our alliance to be obtained by any means from the 

Prince himself? Can we hope to excite in him a firm and operatit’c persuasion 
of the identity of our interests with his own, and a consequent disposition to 
meet candidly the expression of our views and wishes ? If the inspiiing a Princ6 
with these sentiments be practicable there can be no necessity for a Minister, 
But if we assume that there can be no attachment to our alliance; if neither a 
senseof iheadvantagesatieudingitnora fear of the consequences of our displeasure 
can be expected to produce a disposition to listen favourably to our suggestions; 
if a jealous hostility, and constant spirit of counteraction, be considered as the 
necessary attributes of a Native Prince’s unfettered adminisitratioii, then should 
we be justified in seeking to provide a remedy. , 

100. There is but one Intermediate question ^'^^ill^f^l^iP^ecision. Are ve 

to assume at once that such is the .every Native 

Prtnc®’® 
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Prince’s disposition, or are we to wait till overt acts shall have <ietcrniincd the 
point ? 

101. For my part, judging from the character of the present Vizier, I see no 
‘ reason to think he would hazard the displeasure of our (irovcrninent by pursuing 
a course of counteraction. On the contrary, I believe him to have the fullest 
conviction as to the identity of his interests with ours^ and the necessity of 
seeking and following our guidance in every particular. He wHl certainly seek 
to obtain our assent to his own spontaneous inclinations ; but this is natural, 
involves nothing reprehensible, and aifords no ground for anticipating his per- 
severence in any scheme which he should find us <lisapprove. Since, therefore, 
it is his wish to conduct the (iovernment himself, I see no reason why he should 
not be suffered to do so, until either his management betravs symptoms of the 
entire unaptness of the system he may pursue, or until we should have just 
occasion to question the sineeiiiy of his disposition towards ourselves. Then 
will be time enough for us to offer such advice as the pec'uliar circumstances 
may require, and if necessary to procuie the appointment of a fit and ellicient 
Minister; but until such may be the case, I scarcely think wc should be justified 
in thwarting his wishes. 


Enclosures in 
llengal Political 
Letter, 

.30 Mar. 1816. 

Minute of 
Governor-General, 
3 Feb. 1818. 


lOU. When I recommended to the Nawaub Vizier that lie shotdtl nominate a 
Minister, I had taken up with too little examination an object which I had 
found already urged upon his Excellency. The constant jealousy with which 
Saadut Alee received the suggestions of Major Ilaillie made the latter think that 
he should carry his points more readily were a Minister established who would 
consider propositions dispassionately. Under the unhappy estrangement which 
existed between Saadut Alec and the Resident, the intervention of a Minister 
was evidently desirable : the plan was thence strenuously pressed by' Govern- 
ment, and 1 supported the meastiro which 1 found actually in negotiation. 
Since I have seen the state of matters at Lucknow the point appears to me of 
doubtful policy ; at least it is of no material consequence. 

105. Under such cin amstances, what course should the liritisii Resident 
pursue ? He should obviously stand aloof, and keep himself entirely uncon- 
nected with any party. He mu.st be ready to offer disinterested advice vvlienever 
his Excellency may solicit it, and his conduct should be so shaped as to encou- 
rage his Excellency’s frequent recurrence to his coun.scl ; but his suggestions 
should not be ohstrusive. He must be careful to impress bis FiXcellcncy with a 
conviction that he has no personal adherents to countenance, no dependants 
whose interests the measures he recommends may appear calculated to forward, to 
particularize no one set of men whose opinions or whose cause he might be 
represented as having exclusively espoused. 


104. By such means a real confidence would, it is hoped, be established 
between the Vizier and the Resident, from which the happiest conceit and una- 
nimity of counsel would result ; because there can essentially be no difference 
between our interest and that of the Nawaub Vizier, on any point worth con- 
testation. A decision eligible for us on minor objects ought to be foregone 
rather than that he should be soured by pertinacious contradiction where his 
own feelings appear warmly engaged. A cheerful relaxation to meet his Excel- 
lency’s wishes in such cases would make him more readily manageable on sub- 
jects of greater consequence. Judging from my own knowledge of the qualities 
and dispositions of the gentleman 1 have selected to succeed Major Haillie, I 
think 1 may anticipate the permanence of such an understanding between him 
and the present Vizier. 

105. I would have the Resident always careful how he originates advice when 
it may not be solicited. If he observe any department of the State requiring a 
correction in its administration, it might he better that he should first submit a 
statement of the grounds of his entertaining such a notion, and obtain the sanc- 
tion of the Governor-General in Council before he proceeds to break the subject 
to his Excellency. The advice should only be proffered unasked, without such 
authority^, on occasions of importance not admitting of delay. The Resident's 
first obtaining the perniissi'"' of the Governor-General in Council before coming 

1 1 U forward 
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{'orwaid with it, would impress h)» Excellency with a proper sense of ihe!reserv4 
and delicate consideration observed in matters which might be construed •as 
encroaching on his independence. 1 am very far from wishing to fetter the 
Resident in his communications. Much must depend upon his personal cha- 
racter and the terms on which he may individually stand with the Vizier : 
besides, occasions may arise, in which a reference to the Presidency may be 
either inconvenient or improper. In those instances he must use his own dis- 
cretion, and he may l)e confident of leceiving that liberal support to wliicli the 
high trust of his situation entitles him. 

106. It will, of couise, be bis duty to keep himself well informed of every 
thing that is passing at the Couit ot Oude, directing his attention particulaily 
to the elFects of the administration on the body of the people, so as to be able to 
.supply Government with correct and full information on a .subject which will 
necessarily be at all times one of high interest with us. 

107. The above are the general jninciples which should regulate the inter- 
course and connection of the British Resident with the Couit of Oude, in the 
event of' its being deemed nnneccosary to insist on the appointment of another 
Minister. 1 am desirous, however, of hearing what the Council may think on 
this point ; and my opinion is not so fixed on the expediency of having no 
Minister, as that I should not he leady to yield it, in the event of there being any 
more peculiar motive advarced for a contrary decision than what has suggested 
itself to me. 

108. Should it eventually be deemed necessary to insist on the appointment 
of a successor to Agha Mecr, wc must tlcpeud on the Resident, in the first 
instance, for a full report on the present state of parties at Lucknow, so as to 
enable us to weigh carefully the character, qualifications, and circumstances in 
favour of each candidate. We should then have to fix with more precision the 
line of the Resident’s future conduct with respect to the Vizier and the person 
who might ultimately be .^elected ; but, at present, the preliminary question of 
whether or not we shall insist upon the appointment ot a Naib to succeed Agha 
Meer, is obviously all that presses upon us. 

109* In conclusion, it may be expected that I should offer some observations 
on the subject of the attempted reform, to which, in a great measure, the Vizier 
would seem to attribute a considerable confusion in his afiairs. 1 have already 
expressed doubts whether the system, such as we enjoined it without modifica- 
tion, be suited to the condition of society in Oude, though 1 would not, without 
minuter observation, positively pronounce it inapplicable. It is possible that 
partiality on the one hand, or insidious design on the other, may have pushed 
into the trust of its execution men wholly unqualified for the duty : still it is 
more likely that a system devised upon the model of that pursued in our pro- 
vinces should have failed in the territories of the Nawaub Vizier, from the want 
of a class of public functionaries of approved integrity, free from sordid views, 
to be accomplished at the expense of the country, and unwarped by families or 
dependants whom they could be interested in aggrandizing. 1 should wish, 
however, before coming to a final deteimination on the propriety of persevering 
in this system or otherwise, to receive a full and comprehensive report on the 
subject from the Resident, whence I might judge what have really been the 
endeavours for its introduction, and in what degree any such endeavours may 
have been locally successful. 

Fort-William, (Signed) Moira. 

Sd Febiuary 18i6. 


To Major Baillie, &c. &c. &c. 

My dear Baillie : • 

Having replied officially to your several despatches, and sigl^iled to you the 
Governor-General’s instructions on such points adverted tp i W|iM»asdew»nded 
immediate notice, I now proceed to state to you, by hk 
some observations arising out of the perusal of tbciil 
been reserved for a private communication. 
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You uriRnot consider these observations to imply any retraction of the appro* 
bation which his Lordship has conferred on your conduct. Tliey principally 
refer to the future rather than the past ; and wlien they do relate to the past, 
they are not intended to cast censure on you. 

After so long an experience as you had of distrust on the part of Saadut 
Alee, it is perfectly natural for you to be gratified by a sense of your influence 
over the present Vizier ; but you should thence, his Lordship observes, be on 
your guard not to let the sentiment carry you away so far as may hazard the 
permanence of Refaut-ood*Dowlah’s amiable disposition. You must nut sufler 
the confidence which he places in you to be worn out on minor objects. Im- 
portance, his Lordship observes, has been unavoidably attached by you to the 
arrangements for Hoosein Alee Khan and tlie family of Tuliseen Alee Khan on 
account of the urgency of our Government on these heads. His Lordship then 
does not cast any blame on you for leading the attention of Refaut-ood-Dowlah 
to those cases, yet he sincerely wishes that it had not been done. Although 
his Lordship felt himself obliged to uphold, to a certain point, what had been 
done by the preceding Government, and must therefore, inco nsistency,give 
his public approbation to the carrying those objects, yet his Lordship lias no 
scruple in saying that he thinks the principle of our interference was erroneous. 
It amounts, in his Lordship’s judgment, simply to this: that a servant of the 
Vizier’s is to be recompensed, not according to his master’s estimate of the 
man’s fidelity towards him, but according to our appreciation of Iiis services 
towards us ; services which might have been repugnant to the feelings and 
interests of that master. 

Revived as those claims were immediately on the accession of the present 
Vizier, they bore rather the semblance of conditions imposed upon him. Now 
although a legitimate advertence to our own position entitled us to secure to 
Refaut-ood*l)owlah the peaceable occupation of the miisnud, it behoves 
us to shew that w'e did not take that step for the purpose of ucliieving 
petty ends, and in propou'uti to the magnitude of the obligation confeired on 
that Prince, his Lordship would be delicate as to every measure which might 
ostensibly detract from bis independence with regard to internal Government. 

His Lordship had occasion, not many months ago, to convey to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George instructions for the guidance of the Resident at Mysore 
in his intercourse witli the Rajah. Although the circumstances are not the same, 
yet the general principle intended to be enforced by those instructions appears 
to be so applicable to your situation at Lucknow, that his Lordship has desired 
me to send you the enclosed paragraphs, and to recommend them to your 
earnest and deliberate attention. 

The dignity of our own character, our good faith witli regaidto tlie unam- 
biguous spirit of the treaty, and in no lesser degree our wisest policy, require, 
in his Lordship’s judgment, that the Vizier should be left free from a counsel 
which must savour of dictation (especially in domestic concerns), unless when 
some object really essential may demand our intervention. Wiiat has just 
been stated refers to our future relations with the Vizier; for in all that was 
requisite for establishing the government of Refiiut-ood-Dowlah, it was indispen- 
sable that you should take the decision on yourself. 

That the Vizier should, in his present circumstances, spontaneously' and 
unfeignedly wish to yield himself to your ability and experience, hfs Lordship 
cannot doubt ; but it is to preserve that wish in him hereafter that we must 
labour. A coyness as to offering advice will be found by you the surest mode 
of obtaining the Vizier’s confidential recurrence to you on every important 
occasion. There is a great distinction between that resort to one’s opinion 
which is only made from formal deference, and that application to one’s judg- 
ment which springs from a conviction of one's disinterestedness. The latter, 
devoid of the secret reservation which must attend the former, becomes a habit, 
and ensures willing acquiescence in every sentiment one would wish should be 
adopted, 

- . I renjain, &c. 

' . (Signed) J. Apam. 

S \ 
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To J. Adam, Ksq., &c. &c. &c. 

My dear Sir : 

Till I read the letter from Major Baillie transmitted by you, the existence 
of such a man as Gocul Chund was unknown to me. Little as I could in?a - 
^ine that any officer in my military suite could have intercourse with a person 
of that description, I still thought it necessary to question the gentlemen, who 
all disavow their knowledge not only of him but of any other attendant on the 
fleet not actually attached to the boats. Such of the civil sen ce as I am in 
the habit of seeing frequently have similarly been questioned by me and make 
the same answer. But had the case been that any of those individuals had 
been intimate with Gocul Chund, no suspicion could have rested on any one 
of them ; because to no person whatever now with the fleet, excejjt Mr. 
Ricketts and yourself, have I ever in the remotest manner mentioned the 
affairs of Oude. At Calcutta, the Members of Council alone knew my opinion. 
It is a subject which 1 could not liavc the most distant notion of discussing 
in any other manner than officially : the quotation, therefore, of my sentiments 
imputed to. Gocul Cluind is sheer extravagance. Now I will express to you 
frankly my conviction, that Major Baillie has not himself believed one word of 
the story. He lias been spurring a free horse rather too hard. He finds the 
Nawaub at length tired of going at such a rate, especially when the incessant 
objections of interested persons throw doubt on the expediency of the measure, 
and he wishes to accredit any other reason for the Nawaub’s present delays 
than his own want of tact in driving the man too sharply 


My opinions on the head of reform arc on record in the letters addressed by 
me to the late Nawaub Vizier, and they arc so explicitly stated, that the 
copies of those letters transmitted to the Resident can leave nothing doubtful 
on the subject I believed, as I still believe, a reform in the administration of 
the revenues of Oude to be necessary. I had found a specific plan recom- 
mended to the Vizier by ray predecessor. Of the real applicability of that 
plan to the countiy I could form no judgment j therefore I rested on the local 
knowledge of those by whom the plan was framed, and I urged the adoption 
of that sjiecific reform as a system which had been found practically the best 
in our territories. We were not entitled, however, to dictate (a distinction 
which Major Baillie seems never to comprehend), but to advise ; so that were 
there in that particular plan any thing humiliating to the personal feelings of 
the Vizier, it would be a gross violation of the precise terms and obvious good 
faith of the treaty, were we to subject the Vizier to it. I thence addressed to 
the Vizier a letter of a tenor to bring that question to a point, professing that, 
although the specific plan of reform had been recommended as the best which 
our own experience could enable us to offer, I did not wish to press it, if it 
contained any thing which the Vizier regarded us injurious to his dignity j 
and 1 requested he would, in that event, consult the Resident, and fashion a 
plan which might be more palatable to himself. All 1 required was that the 
plan should be efficient, warning the Vizier that it was his interest to make it 
so, it being my determination that the British troops siiould not be emplt^ed 
in supporting rapacity or oppression. This exposition appears to me strangely 
superfluous ; yet since Major Baillie appeals to you for my opinion respecting 
the reform, 1 have thought it right to recapitulate the principle on which I 
have acted^ and to state that it is the principle on which 1 mean to act. 

Major Baillie, with an oblique indication of the necessity for bis exerting a 
stronger degree of influence over the Vizier, hints at the possibility of his own 
relinquishment of the station when his successor may find it indispensable to 
exercise a more efficacious control over the Vizier's conduct. You may assure 
Major Baillie that I will not countenance in any other man, more than I would 
in him, the attempt to hold the Vizier in a state of subjugation. The behaviour 
of the Nawaub Vizier might become such as virtually^ to dissolve the existing 
treaties, and to place him in a situation where nothi** ^ own conve- 
nience and security, as contrasted with the interests ' ’ ^ 

come into contemplation. In that possible (th 
jiincture, another species of corrective tha» 
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must be enforced ; but as long as our relations with Oude shall continue on fintlMures iir 

their present footing, I must consider the humanity, the justice, and the honour Fslitioal 

of the British Government strictly bound to preserve to the Nawaub Vizier 

that essential independence of internal administration and that respectability, 

which were secured to him by the pledge of British faith, when he surrendered Endosure$ in 

the whole of his dominions to be modelled at our pleasure. Govenwr-Generttr* 

- , . Minute, 

1 nave, &c. . 8 Fed. leia. 

l6th September 1814. (Signed) Moira. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 

Dear Baillie : 

Lord Moira has desired me to transmit to you the enclosed Persian 
paper, which was sent to his Lordship in a mysterious way by the circuitous 
Dak of Moradabad. The paper is so scurrilous and calumnious, that his 
Lordship was inclined to save you from the annoyance and trouble of reading 
it ; but, on the whole, he has conceived it to be better that you should be 
infornied of what was thus brought to his notice, with a view to keep nothing 
concealed from you, and to enable you, if necessary, to trace the author. It 
professes to give an account of the present state of affiiirs at Lucknow, hut 
which his Lordship is satisfied is totally unfounded in every point. There are, 
however, two or three alleged facts advanced, on which his Lordship would be 
glad to receive information from you, t’/s., respecting the birth, parentage, and 
education of Agha Meer, and his declared total incapacity for public business; 
respecting the person appointed collector or Auinil of the district of' Lucknow, 
as it is impossible to suppose that a child could ever have been nominated to 
that situation, in the manner asserted ; and respecting the person who conducts 
the duties of Aumil of Soaree, and tlie alleged alienation of a part of that 
pergunnah in Mokurreree in favour of Ulee Nuckee. 

Yonr’.s, &c., 

Futtygurh, (Signed) t’. M. Hukictis. 

6th June 1815. 


Enclosure. 

Two things are requested of the gentlemen of illustrious dignity into whose 
hands the recital of our calamities may fall, first, that they will be kind enough 
to read the whole through carefully, and not be out of temper or displeased on 
account of its length ; secondly, that for the sake of God and the Prophet 
Jesus, they will be careful and observant, that when it may be translated into 
the English language for the information of the Governor-General, the import 
of a single word or construction may not be overlooked, as the ruin of the 
complainants may be the consequence, and in that case on the tlay of judgment 
the hand of the sufferers of the city of Lucknow will be on the garment of the 
translator (in demand of retribution) ; but let all the gentlemen study to 
ascertain exactly the true meaning of the whole, arul they will receive of God 
an ample recompense. 

It not having been thought proper to send this by Lucknow Dak, through 
fear of Ulee Nuckee ; it has, accordingly, been forwarded by a distant Dak. 
(It came vid Moradabad.) 

Recital qf the Sufferings of the distre.tse(l Citizen'! of' Lvchnoxc, fur the Informa- 
tion of His E.Tcellencif the Earl of Moira, Governor-General. 

Distich. 

“ He is a friend who tells the faults of his fiiend, and brings them present 
“ before him as in a looking-glass.” 

The write ^as been for some time the faithful sei vant of the Com- 
pany’s aus. ment, nor can his heart bear to sec contempt of the 

'vemment become the by-word of all classes ; but 
' 11 X moi'e 
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more especially is he indignant at tire disrepute of so great a chieftain as that 
peer, son of a peer, descendant of peers, that noble son of a noble, descendant 
of nobles, the most noble of lords, the Nawaub (Jovernor-General Lord 
Moira Behauder (may his glory increase), the rumour of whose arrival has % 
a long time raised hopes in the inhabitants of Hindoostan that they would 
obtain, through his means, every kind of retribution, justice, and prosperity. 
In the days when, by the good fortune of this devoted, bis Lordship arrived at 
tlie city of Lucknow, he ibnnd the nobles of the city weeping and the poor pf 
the city lamenting ; and were the reason of this to be asked, the whole of the 
inhabitants of the city would answer with one voice in complaints against the 
Resident, and regret at the want of attention in .sucli a Governor-General. In 
the judgment of your slave, that the Governor-General has not done justice; 
that he has not paid sufficient attention to the suiferings of the inhabitants of 
the city ; that he has given power in all affairs to the Resident ; and to such a 
Resident, w'ho ])lacing his sense of justice and of honour upon the shelf, and 
falling into the lusts of the brittle things of this world, has given himself into 
the hands of his Moonshee, Ulcc Nuckee Khan, a man whose character is about 
to be set forth at length. That the Governor- General has done all this, is 
stamping in the page of history his own name as the source of all our suffieiings. 
Does he not tear that the reputation of so illustrious a Governor, whose 
conduct and principles are celebrated and current over the seven climates 
^hole world), from E\’an and Tooran even to Rami (Constantinople) and 
China, and which is in the habits of intercourse with all the kings of toe earth, 
more especially in the time of so merciful and just a Governor, will be affected 
by our complaints. It cannot, therefore, be from any cause but a want of a 
proper information on the subject, that all this has been suffered to occur ; 
nor can I understand upon what principle other illustrious gentlemen should 
have sacrificed the cause of justice to their personal regard for the Resident, 
notwithstanding our loud and incessant cries for retribution, and should not 
have brought the sufferings of this city to the notice of the Governor-General. 
I, an individual, now propose to bring them forward ; and 1 entertain a conf- 
dent hope that, agreeably to that innate regard for justice which is the charac- 
teristic of the English nation, and which has procured for them this extent of 
dominion, some gentlemen will, from a disinterested public spirit, impress the 
whole of this subject in all its bearings upon the particular notice of the said 
Governor of exalted dignity, and they will obtain a reward in this world and 
the next, both for themselves and for him who has from pure disinterested 
motives taken the trouble to draw up this paper. 




The source of all our distress can only be traced to the coming amongst us 
of the dregs of Hindoostan, street wandcreis and beggars, strangers to the 
principles of government, and to their being brought to the head of affairs ; 
but more immediately is it to be traced to the blindness w'hich appears to 
exist to the crooked policy of tlic Resident, which has ral.sed such men 
to power, and brought ruin on the people of God. The neglect of the 
Governor-General when at this city lias given additional confidence to these 
upstarts; and how can it be otherwise? but if such oppression is openly 
practised even when the Governor-General is in the neighbourhood, God only 
can tell what will happen when the Governor-General may be obliged to 
return to Calcutta, and with what injuries these upstarts will not then visit us. 
My sincere and faithful heart, on perceiving the sufferings of the inhabitants 
of this city, and becoming convinced that the blame which has attached 
to so great a Governor-General on their account is purely attributable to the 
wiles of the Resident, is desirous of giving information of the real state of the 
case. And of a truth, now that the Governor-General will have b^n in- 
formed of all, his sense of justice will leave him no choice but to visit the 
oppressors with befitting retribution. , 


fl 

«C 


« Distich. 

* I tell you what it is the condition of speech that I iloutd tiok^ known 
viz. truth). At hearing it (it remains with you) e ' V ' *akei oflfenee 
>r advice" < • . ■''< 
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The detail of vrlwt I have to represent is as follows •- 

In the time of I..ord Minto, the late Nawanb Saadut Alee Khan was much 
grieved and distressed at the oppressions committed by the Resident under 
• the.supDort of Mr. Edmonstone. This is known to every gentleman and to 
the world at large, and these vexations were brinmng him near his end, when 
he was sustained for a short time by hearing of the intention of Lord Moira 
to visit Lucknow in person ; but of a* sudden, from the changeable revolutions 
of heaven, the measure of the life of that traveller on the road to eternity 
became full to the brim with the mortal poison of death, and on the 
of Rujeeb, 1229 of the Hijjuree, notwithstanding that his heart was full 
of a thousand hopes, his former vexations so bore him down, that he made the 
clay tenement of his existence a house of mourning (that is he died). It was 
an act which calls for justice, that on the death of so illustrious a Vizier, 
neither the Resident nor any of the English gentlemen attended tiu* bier of 
the deceased or performed the dues of mourning. Beyond this would have 
been hypocrisy ; but the Resident finding he was nearer his object in con- 
sequence, with every appearance of joy and conviviality, in the very place 
where the coffin of the deceased was lying, ate his breakfast and drank his 
tea, and in another the Nawaub Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder Khan, next heir to 
the deceased, was seated on the musnud of the Vezarut. At this very time the 
Resident, by means of Agha Meer, now called Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and 
through the mediation of IJlee Nuckee his Moonshce, plundered lacs of rupees 
in money and goods, and he also took the opportunity to openadrawer of the table 
and got possession of the book which had been prepared by the deceased Vizier 
containing all the crimes of the Resident, in order that they might be laid open 
to the Governor-General otfhis arrival. The Nawaub Ghazec-ood-Deen Hyder 
Khan having perceived that his father’s affairs had been ruined by the hands 
of the same Resident, was most fearful for himself from a continuation of the 
Same injurious conduct : He therefore put up with all that was going on 
from helplessness; but as the reported approach of the Governor-General 
gave him strength and confidence, he was induced to open his mind to him 
at Cawnpore and at Lucknow. All his accusations, however, came to nothing. 
At that time, on the very night of one of the communications, Moonshee 
Ulee Nukee sent for Agha Meer and said to him : “ Now is your ti me, you 
“ may now get the neabut from the favour of the Resident, and you will 
** also place him under infinite obligations : you will not have such another 
" opportunity. You have only to do what the Resident now bids you. Go, 
“ then, to the Vizier, and say to him, * You are a fool and out of your senses. 
“ * You have acted very wrong in bringing accusations against the Resident. 
“ ‘ Do you not know that it is in the regulations of the English Government 
“ ‘ that the Council should remove any one that accuses the Resident, for it 
“ * is a breach of the treaty, insomuch that the Vizier Ulee was put ofl* the 
“ ‘ musnud for this very fault in having brought complaints against Mr. 
“ ‘ Resident Lumsden. The Governor-General has now determined to scat 
“ ‘ Shums-ood-Dowlah upon the musnud, and has written to Council on the 
“ ‘ subject, and the Council arc in the Resident’s iiitere.st, of whicli their 
*• * support in the time of tlie late Vizier is suflicient proof'.’ ” Agha Meir 
and Ulee Nuckee having before been on good tenns, and indeed like letlier 
and son, Agha Meer was peisuudcd by the Moon.she>‘, and went and toid the 
Vizier just what he had been directed. The Vizier was disturbetl and t:yt in 
his right senses, so he believed it all. Agha Meer atni Ulee Nnekee im- 
mediately mounted an elej)hant together and went straight to iJccIn t'po< 
where the Resident wa.s, and making him acquainted witii all liie ciieum- 
stances prepared a draft of a razee-namah, to the ttumr of winch a ch.-ed 
to be brought in the writing of the Vizier. Agha Meer accordingly relnrneil 
to the Vizier’s presence, and having caused the deed to be written in the 
prescribed f.)rm according to the draft, carried it to the Resident, and it was 
^ his advi<*e and that of Ulee Nuckee tliat Captain ?dcLeod and the ether 
English gentlemen w sre caused to be tproed out with ilisgiece and ignominy , 
«n4 we«f to give back even any little articles which the late 

Naw".** them with in token or his. favour towards Ibem, and 
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Enclosures in that too in a most disreputable manner, to tlie scandal and disgust of all, 
whether noble or otlierwise. Agha Meer and Ulee Nuckee boasted of this 
30 Mar. 1*816. oloud ill public, sayiiig “ Look how degraded and debased 1 have rendered 

“ the English, even when the Governor-General is on the spot ; and had the 

Enclosures in u Vizicr delayed one instant signing the razee-namah, you would have seen * 
s „ ^ 1 ^^ State that Vizer Ulee is now. You see that the Govemor- 

3 Feb. 1816. “ General has no help for it but to be guided by the Resident’s judgment.” 

On hearing this from IJlee Nuckee, every thing appeared to be the reverse of 
the usual principles of English Government (and no one believed it at the 
time) ; until at last, as was promised by the Moonshcc, Agha Meer was in- 
vested with the neabut, and the Governor-General took his depai'ture 
towards the west. In this plan it is necessary that the observer of tlie state 
of this ruined neabut, and of those who arc connected with it, should bear 
at the same time the Governor-General’s excellent qualities in constant 
recollection. 

The badness of the Resident’s administration, and the want of attention on’ 
the part of the Governor-General, has been the support of all this confusion : 
Hence have the suflierings of the people of God, the mismanagement of the 
affairs of the Vezarut,and the squandering of treasure and property collected with 
the labour and care of years, become the talk of the intelligent of all countries. 
He it known, that Agha Meer (now called Moatumud-ood Dowlah Mookhtaur- 
ool-Moolk Syyud Mohummud Khan Bchauder Zeighum Jung) is the son of Mo- 
hummud Nuckee: 'fhe same Mohummud Nuckee who was for years a beggar in 
the streets of Lucknow ; and when the nobles of the country used to distribute 
alms, this Mohummud Nuckee would rush forward importunately before the rest 
of the Fakcers to seize his pittance, and for every pice he would be turbulent 
and noisy and would be every where thumped and kicked : the people of 
Lucknow have seen this with their own eyes. It is not to be supposed that a 
man in such a situation could have the means of marrying ; but be a man a 
Fakeer, he is not on that account without the lusts of the flesh, so the said 
Mohummud Nuckee took to himself a wretched woman of no character, who 
lived by begging here and there a few fnloos. As it liappened a daughter 
w'as born from this said w'oman to some man with whom she had before had 
connection, such a child as they call in Persian a madur huloo ; and after 
some months more another child was born of her to Mohummud Nuckee, and 
that was this Agha Meer. The knowing ones differ on this point : some say 
Mohummud is the undisputed father, others again that the real father is un- 
known j but there is no doubt the child was born while the mother was in the 
keeping of Mohummud Nuckee. In short, until the auspicious age of Agha 
Meer reached the period of fifteen years he was a wanderer in the streets, and 
attached himself to the class of labourers employed in building and repairing 
houses for men of substance. At the time when the Vezarut of Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah descended to his son Saadut Alee Khan, Ghazee-ood-Ueen Ilyder 
Khan liehauder came with his father from Benares, and look up his residence 
in Muhtab Bagh, in the y)alace built by .Asuf-ood-Dowlah deceased, enjoying 
the almonership to the Svyuds in distress, as is customary in this Govern- 
ment for the heir apparent. A man named Merza flyder tllec of Lucknow', 
taking compassion on the apparent distress of Mohummud Nuckee, the father 
of (his Agha Meer, assigned for his maintenance a pension of five rupees p§r 
month out of the fund for distressed Syyuds ; and since he was himself very 
old, this Agha Meer, his son, used to come to the present Vizier, then heir 
apparent, to receive his father’s pension of five ruj»ees. By degrees he got 
himself enrolled amongst the Kliidmulgars ; and from tliis may be traced his 
rise and j)resent elevation. In course of time the treasuries which for ages 
this Government had been employed in filling became entrusted to the Prince 
Ghazee-ood-Deen Hydcr. Agha Meer kept the keys of the treasuries 
for his master, and embezzling the treasure secretly diverted the public 
resources of the State to his own private expenses, giving a p?rt to Uloc 
Nuckee the Moonshee, in the hope of winning over < '«• ” ’ ' % this 

means. Now the Nawaub Ghazee-ood-Den flyde’^ 
of the Vezaiut, and as Agha Meer had before been ' 
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terms with Ulee Nuckee, particularly in the course of the embezzlement Enclosure* « 
above-mentioned, they now also are in such way in league together that they Ecnga^I^Pplitical 
preserve the good-w'ill and confidence of the Resident, as has indeed before 30 mIf. 1816 . 

, been hinted. Besides all this, since the present Vizier was foiled in his wishes, 

Agha Mcer having obtained the neabut by the Resident’s means for having Entlosuia in 
brought the razee-namah with the Vizier’s seal, and having been invested with 
the khillat of the situation, now rules with arbitrary power in the affairs of the 5 /-vi” ib’iQ. 
Vezarut. But those who are about the durbar in the present times see enough 
to convince them that Ulee Nuckee Moonshce is in truth the absolute master 
of all, and has the power of loosing and binding in all affairs, whether general 
or particular. Agha Meer, notwithstanding his ostensible neabut, spends 
every day at the house of the Moonshee and docs nothing without consulting 
him. In return, the Moonshee goes to the house of Agha Mcer, and enjoys 
with him the entertainment of nautching, &c. Hundreds of acts of oppression, 
however, are daily committed by Agha Meer in the course of' his transaction 
of business. A lew examples shall be stated. First, he has caused to be dug 
up the houses of hundreds of iiersons, noble and otherwise, that the materials 
inaj be employed in building a palace for Jiiinself. The furniture of these 
houses is left a prey to all tlie loochas of the city, and not a rupee is paid for 
any thing. The poor, whose houses he has destroyed, have been thrown upon 
the world in their wretchedness. Also by means of Roshun Ulee (son of that 
Madur Huloo, daughter of the mother of Agha Meer, who is now known as 
his sister), under pretence of mending and making roads, he has knocked down 
thousands of houses, and many of the muhls (wards) of the city of Lucknow 
have been deserted in consequence. Agha Meer himself spends his nights and 
days in drinking and in the company of women of the bazar. The administra- 
tion of affairs exhibits symjitoms of this. The land revenues of the Vizier’s Go- 
vernment amount to one crore and f jity lacs of rupees ; but though the year is 
approaching its end, one-fourth of this amount has not been collected, neither 
is there any one who looks to the settlement ol the country or to the accounts 
of the revenue. But what excites yet greater wonder and scandal is, that in 
the house of Agha Meer, which is contiguous to that of the Resident, you hear 
nothingall daybutthesound of thedrumand the voices of singers from the bazar, 
with the rioting of the loochas of the city, the friends and companions of Agha 
Meer ; and the Resident, notwitlistanding that he has delicate nerves, as indeed 
is usual with the English, encourages this riot. Indeed Ulee Nuckee, though 
.seventy years of age, is a party in the debauches. The disrepute and scandal 
attending such transactions are not unknown to men of undertaking. Ten 
thousand rupees a month is the private sidary of Agha Mcer; what further he 
requires he takes from the public treasury of the government without restraint, 
and applies to his own purposes. In these days some lacs of rupees and many 
strings of pearls, besides other jewels and W'earing apparel, have been embez- 
zled from the public treasuries of the Vezarut ; and one day, when he was called 
to account for this by the Vizier, he said it was necessary for the proper 
management of affairs that he should keep these things by him ; and although 
the Vizier is aware that Agha Meer divides the whole with Ulee Nuckee, still 
he is obliged to remain silent and wink at it, through fear of the Resident and 
from want of attention in the Governor-General, as before experienced. From 
pure helplessness, being reduced to the situation of one out of his senses and 
without a will of his own, the Vizier has taken to eating bong night and day, 
thus verifying the moral of this stanza : 


“ Oh king ! from so much wine, what fruit can be expected ? 

“ Erora such infinite drunkenness what fruit can be expected ? 

“ The king is drunk, the world is ruined, 

“ Fools surround him on evfcry side : 

“ From such confusion what fruit can be expected ?” 

Thdl ' 'ole territories of the Vezarut have been divided into six Zillahs. The 
first, th'i * V, the jumma of which has been fixed at thirty lacs of 

rupees, 1 son of Agha Meer, has been selected to make the 

1 1 Y collections 
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Enclosurca in collections of it, tlic age of the said collector being at the present moment 
jrears. He is the son of a prostitute by profession, and it is by no means 
so Mv. 1816 . certain that Agha INleer is his real father, as she is a woman of the baaar and 

has never been married to him. Agha Alee^ the said collector, is still at the 

Enciotures m breast, and cannot distinguish between his mother’s milk and the salaiy of* 
2,000 rupees assigned for his maintenance. Weigh this in your mind, ye of 
s Rrisi 6. acute perception. The second Zillah is Sandee and the district of Shah Rah, &c. 

with the jumma or assessment of thirty-five lacs of rupees. This the Resident 
has assigned to his own Moonshee for his personal benefit. The nominal 
collector of it, Kootub-ood-deen, theMoonshee’s nephew, never in the course of 
his life had more than thirty rupees per month allowed him by Ulee Nuckee ; 
but now that every thing belonged to the Vezarut is exposed to eveiy sort of 
plunder, and the said nephew nominally is allowed a salary of 2,000 rupees, 
besides ten per cent, on the collections of the Zillah, he gets for his personal 
salary and emoluments 100 rupees a month and no more: the rest is all 
enjoyed by Moonshee Ulee Nuckee, under the countenance and support of the 
Resident himself. The oppressions also which the Moonshee has committed 
on the Chowdrics of Sandee, and the circumstances of his knocking down all 
their houses, are well known to the officers of the Governor-General. The 
object of ray representation is this : that alas! the Vezarut, with all its splendour, 
high reputation, and with such stores of treasure, should come to ruin in the 
time of so noble a Governor-General; tliat the sufferers of the city should 
experience misery and oppression and no one listen to their cries. 

“ How can you hear the cries of supplicants for redress : you have dropt 
" towards the universe the bed-curtains of sleep. Sleep so that the cry of 
“ distress may reach your ears, whenever it may be raised by a supplicant for 
“ justice.” 

The circumstances under which Dboomee Beg, the Cutwal, poisoned 
himself through dread of Agha Meer, the confiscation of his house and property 
without any legal right, to the ruin of ail his heirs and relicts, who have indeed 
been since imprisoned, all which has been done by Agha Meer without any 
interference of the Resident to procure justice : God knows upon whose neck 
will be the weight of these crimes. 




This humble supplicant has a question to put to the Resident, to which I call 
upon him, in the name of God and the Prophet Jesus, to give a just and true 
answer: whetlier the appointment of AghaMecr to thcncabut, and the fixing of 
his salary at 10,000 rupees a month, besides what he embezzles from the public 
treasuries and the bribes he extorts from the people of the city by threats of 
knocking down their houses ; whether the appointment of his son and infant to 
the collectorship with a salary of 2,000 rupees ; whether the placing so low 
a character over the heads of all the nobles of the city and giving him authority 
over them, is not bringing rum upon the country and confusion into all the 
affairs of the Vezarut? What other consequence can lesult from it, but that 
the house of the late Vizier will be plundered and the people of Hindoostan 
subjected to degradation and ignominy, while your family and fortunes and 
those of your Moonshee are enriched from the spoils ? This I ask of the 
Resident and of the Governor-General, whose glory and splendour are so 
transcendent. I ask him how he can rest contented when Jus r^potation is 
taxed with all this ? Although the Governor-General is no way a aharer in 
the stain of those advantages which the Resident obtains, but on the contrary 
is more disinterested, magnanimous, and dignified than any Governor-General 
who yet has come to Hindoostan, still why does he subject himself to the impu- 
tation of palpable neglect, and act entirely on the Resident’s representations ? 
For God’s sake let him cause them to be investigated and confirmed kjj/i fPipc 
gentleman who has some sense of religion and justice; and since S« 
shaud, theUkhbar Navees, has the orders of the Resident not torepc 
they actually are, should any credit attach to the repress” 
ibis, let a man he sent privately, and one entitled * 
affiurs of the city asthev are,so that its state of r*' 
known, as well as all tne unworthy acts of / 
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keeping company with all the loochas of the bazar, his going about the streets 
on root and giving gross abuse to all the chiefs and most respectable men of the 
city, complaint of which being made to the Resident he forbad its being noticed 
, in the Ukhbars, lest it should reach the ears of the Governor-General. For all 
this everyone knows how much the Resident is abused and complained against. 
How excellent is that saying ; — “ Let not the crown and throne adorn every 
one. There needs but one king of auspicious fortune, on whom the shadow 
*‘of the Almighty may have fallen, and whose conversation may not be 
without wisdom.” 

Now, however, it has been given out that this Naib, with all this weight of 
infamy, of dishonour, and of oppression upon him, is about to go to the presence 
of the Governor-General, through the management of the Resident, and he is 
accordingly making further embezzlements from the public treasury on the 
plea of its being necessary to prepare for his appearance in due splendour ; 
and in tliis, also, is he assisted and countenanced by the Resident, who wishes 
liim to make an appearance equal to that of HyderlBeg Khan when he went to 
meet the Governor-General Marquess Cornwallis, and he himself expects to 
obtain equal honour, and to have his jagier con^med in the same manner. 
He has several objects in this mission. First, to get the neabut in perpetuity 
and complete independence; second, the assignment of jagiers; third, to 
secure the continuance of Ulee Nuckee’s concern in the Government, let who 
will be appointed Resident ; fourth, that he may at least secure his continuance 
until the Resident may resign his situation. These are the Naib’s objects in 
going to Futtygurh. But it is requested of the Governor-General, in the 
name of God, that he will not sufier the adairs of the hills to occupy his atten- 
tion so much as to keep all other affairs from his mind. But it is in justice 
necessary that he should not act implicitly on the representations of the 
Resident, to the sacrifice of his own innate judgment. Let him observe how 
base is the Naib of the Vezarut, and from what parents he is descended ; 
that he was brought up in beggary, and though now raised to the high dignity 
of the neabut, his innate baseness shows itself in all his actions. To raise to 
an equality with the nobles of Hindoostan, and to place in authority over 
them a low fellow who used to feel constantly the smart of the blows and 
slippers of the Vizier, (insomuch that this was the usual treatment he met 
with), is to give ofience and disgust to all the really noble, and to subject all 
that immense wealth, which is the property of the community, to the profligate 
waste of so low a fellow, without any pretensions from former services, 
or present qualifications. On what principles can this be justified ? Lastly, 
this Naib and Moonshee Ulee Nuckee, who has become, as it were, a tender 
father to the Naib, said in public durbar, that the Governor-General had need 
of much money on account of the hill war at present waging. “ Whatever 
“ he may need I will furnish him from the Vezarut treasury : and though the 
“ fortunes of the Vezarut should be ruined, I will nevertheless have what I 
“ want, so that 1 may secure the Resident in my favour ; and as he is so, the 
“ Governor-General must necessarily come into my views, nor could there be 
for me a more propitious moment than the present.” Alas! that so low a fellow 
should sit with such a Governor-General on a footing of equality; that 
he should talk so sillily, and other Sahebs of high spirit should bear it, 
and prevent truexeports of all from reaching the Governor-General’s ears. 

This is a sketch of the present state of the neabut. Listen a little to an. 
account of the Naib’s connections, for on no side are agents of (mpression 
wanting. The chief of them is Roshun or Buwahr Ulee, son of that MTadur Hu- 
loo, daughter of the mother of Agha Mcer, born in the house of Mohummud 
Nuckee. This Roshun Ulee availing himself of the power and influence 
of Iti* pretended uncle, commits all kinds of oppressions in the city and de- 
sti^ys houses that have stood for hundreds of years, the property of the nobles 
«nd' pifhi' ' ' ’ city. This man goes amongst the people by the title of 

I'uraii. ' ~'ar-ool-Moolk Boom Jung (r«. the Suruk of the State, 

"'lie p«’ -dom, the owl of war). At last, hbwever,' ^e 

nped by an order from the Vizier; after an 
stuck up, by whidh means they at last 
, reached 
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reached his cars. Not however till he had taken thousands of rupees in 
bribes, and he then took credit to himself for having procured the suspehsion 
of his doings. This man has dealings night and day with the women of the 
bazar, and even goes to their houses. Another of the Naib’s people is one ■ 
Usud Ulee, whose father used to keep a perfumer’s shop at Jounpore j he 
is of the Kimdhu tribe, and left Jounpore about twenty years ago to become 
a street wanderer at Lucknow. For some time, indeed, he practised his 
villainies in the adawlut of Lucknow as Vakeel but was turned out by the late 
Vizier, who was satisfied of his unfitness and misconduct. Now, under the 
support of Moatuniud-ood-Dowlah, whose power is absolute in the courts, he 
has got himself called judge, and avails himself of the situation to plunder the 
city. He abuses grossly, even to their faces, Moolvee Juhoor Ollah, Moolvee 
Wullee, and the other members of the Court, who are of respectable families ; 
nor does any one dare to open his mouth (in their favour) through fear of 
the Resident Behauder. There is also one liuhmut Ulee, formerly a Mohurrer 
of the dewannee court of Lucknow, but turned out for misconduct by the 
late Nawaub Vizier, who has been appointed Mooftie in these times by the said 
Usud Ulee, though neither a man of learning nor descended of men of learn- 
ing. Alas ! for these times, that such is the state of the Vezarut ! that such is 
the way with the Govcrnor-tjeiierars glory ! that such is the admirable charac- 
ter of the Resident for integrity and trustworthiness ! But how can Kulpee 
escape from ruin, when Mulian Muddiin (the saint) keeps a ginshop (applied 
apparently to the Resident). 


The whole of the umluh are of the .same dcsciiption as the above, that is, 
all those who have obtained their sitnation.s, through the Naib and Moonshee 
Ulee Nuckec. Since tliey have come into power, in the affairs of the Vezarut, 
only loochas and stieet-wandcrers have been promoted. I.ct the Governor- 
General send for them and judge of them by trial in his own presence, when 
the sincerity of this communication will be appreciated. The head and leader 
of all this confusion, the chief of this band of ragamuffins, is that UleeNuckee, 
who by the countenance and suppoit of the Resident has set all this in motion. 
The title with whicli he has been honoured is Mussulleh-ood-Dowlah. The 
translator of which has only to insert a few nooktas (points) when the real 
import of his name w ill be discovered. 


This humble suppliant has lepresentcd these things at so much length, in 
order that the gentlemen of just principles may gather from the whole some 
slight idea of what is passing. The said Moonshee was for a long time in a 
state of distress, but by playing the game of cunning and deceit, in which he 
is of a truth most expert, he has been brought by the revolutions of fortune to 
a pitch whence eveiy thing is at his bock. 'Ihe Resident has confided every 
thing to him, insomuch that those people of respectability and high family 
who were before acquainted with the Resident and enjoyed bis friendship and 
counsel, have lately been kept away by the unwotthy conduct of the Moonshees 
into whose hands the whole authoiity ui' the Vezarut has descended, llis 
obtaining the whole Ziliah of Sandee, with its settlement of thirty-five lacs of 
rupees, has before been mentioned : of this he has taken off four hundred 
villages and got himself an istemrarie tenure, at a jumma much below tbe rate 
oi former years, causing himself to be acknowledged Zemindar of thjs tract, 
and he has turned out those he found in found in possession and pulled down 
their houses. This, man has reached the venerable age of seventy years, not- 
withstanding which he has lately seized and enjoyed by force a young girl of 
the labouiing clas«, daughter of a Biidar, who had come to Lucknow for 
employment.* Tlie father and mother of the girl went to the Resident to 
complain, but the Resident said nothing to the Moonshee, but ordered the 
complainants to be turned out What* power would tlie Nawaub Vizier have 
to grant redress? He dare not breathe through tear of the Resident The 
Moonshee lias also knocked down hundreds of houses contiguous own, 

./. -/r 

A petition to this effect has been received. The girJ is alk’ ^ 

eighteen years old, and to work pobliclv in the streets. Thf ator 

bablc* ^ ( 
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in order to make, use of the materials in enlarging it ; an^ notwithstanding 
that ail these houses are close to the Residency, (nothing is said to him). In 
^hort, it only remains for the Governor.General to exercise his sound judgment 
and high authority, to ascertain the fitness of the Naib, and to redress the 
wrongs be has committed ; and since the Governor-General has given over to 
such people unbridled authority, and with his eyes open taken upon himself all 
the ill repute which attaches to such conduct, the inhabitants of the city of 
Lucknow have been able to account for it in no way but by attributing it all 
to the wiles of the Resident. First, the Resident causes the Vizier to under- 
stand, that if he does the slightest thing contrary to his wishes he will have 
Shums-ood-Dowlah raised to the musnud in his room. Then he says to Agha 
Meer, ** Were you not at Khidrautgar before 1 raised you to the rank you 
** now hold ? In the event of any opposition I will again reduce you to } our 
** original state.** Then he writes to the Governor-General that the Vizier is 
a fool, and if affairs go on well it is only through the management of Agha 
Meer assisted by Moonshee Ulee Nuckee, both oi whom are devoted to the 
English Government. (He writes also) That the Vizier is not displeased at any 
thing that passes. In short, there has been a wonderful exhibition of juggling 
and slight-of-hand tricks. 

Since the Governor-General has been made acquainted with all this chicanery, 
and still out of regard for the Resident does not exercise his own judgment in the 
discrimination of the true from the false, he has on that account incurred the 
imputation of neglect amongst the people of this Government. Your slave, 
who is the sincere well-wisher (of the English Government), has forwarded this 
representation, after verifying every thing he has stated by enquiries amongst 
those who have access to the Resident’s office and from the Vizier’s private 
companions ; and he affirms that the Vizier bolds Agha Meer in complete 
detestation as well as the Resident’s pride, and that though he did express 
something of the sort to tlic Governor-General, that nevertheless he had no 
real desire that the English gentlemen should be turned out } but they were so, 
and he dares not open his mouth through fear of Shums-ood-Dowlah’s being 
placed on the musnud in his room. He however is, night and day, sighing 
and weeping at the ruin that has come upon his family and fortunes, and at the 
tyranny exercised on the people of the city by their oppressors. He passes 
every day in fear and trembling for his own honour, much less has he the 
means of affording redress. If you do not give us redress, the day of universal 
retribution will come. The dominions of the Vezarut are subject to the con- 
trol of the Governor-General ; why then has he placed in authority those 
few (pajees) low fellows, and why does he sufier the public wealth to be thus 
wasted ? Let him take the country under his own dominion j the Vizier could not 
Say a word in opposition : but if, as is more agreeable to the principles of 
English government and to justice, it be thought more proper to observe trea- 
ties and keep promises, in such case, it cannot be just to sufier the fortunes of 
the Vezarut to go to ruin in this manner, and that too in the time of so just a 
Government, or that the treasure which has been years in accumulating, should 
thus be wasted. It is, of a truth, all your own; but it is far from good 
policy or wisdom, to sufier yourself and the other gentlemen of high dignity to 
isll under the reproach of neglect and inattention. The writer of this is alto- 
gether liree from all connection with the afiairs of this Government, and has 
made this representation merely from a disinterested regard, and from a desire 
to prevent these creatures of tyranny from bringing the glory of the English 
Government into disrepute through the whole world. 

1 ha' ''ved to you information of things exactly as they are. 

^ ^ ^ ' acquainted with’ them and you know your own plans. 


copy ; 

(Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Govemment. 

To 
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The imputatione against me are certainly quite novel, though as a contiima* 
tion of the proceedings of October last they are not much to be wondered at. 

Kegaiding the birth and education of the Minister, and the circumstances of 
liis appointment to ofBce, the best information I can offer is contained in the 
enclosed extracts from the rough draft of a narrative of the memorable occur- 
rences of October, « hich I have lately been engaged in compiling, and which I 
hope soon to submit to Lord Moira in official form. 

Tile nominal collector of Ziliah Lucknow is certainly what the anonymous 
author states him to be, or nearly so. He is a boy of three o«* four years of age, 
I understand. It »oiild be strange, indeed, if among so many falsehoods and 
fabiications, a few circumstances were not to be found that have some founda- 
tion in fact. The true circumstances of this case are as lollow : On the divi- 
sion of the country into Zillahs, the Vizier very naturally gave the patronage of 
one Ziliah each to the Minister and Dewan, knowing of course that they could 
not be holden in their own names nor the duties discharged by themselves. The 
Minister being himself the naib of a boy, very naturally gave the name of his 
only son for his office, and recommended for the duties of the station, as his 
son’s Naib, Sheikh Emam Bukhsli, an efficient revenue officer, who was put in 
nomination, as you know, for the high office of Minister by his Excellency, at 
the suggestion of the Sheikh’s friend, Mr. Clarke. The duties of collector, &c. 
of Ziliah Lucknow arc accordingly performed, and I believe very well performed, 
by Sheikh Emam Bukhsh,as the Naib of Agha Alee; a name that I first heard 
of when I received the letter from the Vizier, a translation of which I submitted 
in my letter to Mr. Adam of the 8th April last. Lord Moira is doubtless aware, 
that his Lordship’s explicit instructions preclude any interference on my part in 
the appointment of the Vizier’s officers ; and, in fact, I know nothing of these 
matters but by the reports contained in the akhbar, and occasional communica- 
tions from the Vizier which he makes to me now-a-days very raiely. 


To C. M. Ricketts, Esq., &c. fcv. Ac. 

Dear Ricketts : 

1 have received your despatch of the 6th instant, and I am highly sensible of 
the kindness and liberality of the motive which induced Lord Moira to direct 
this anonymous paper to be sent to me. A production very nearly the sante, 
except in so far as my name is concerned, was stuck up against a wall in Luck- 
now several months ago, and his Excellency the Vizier offered a large reward 
to the author it he would come forward and avow it. 


The nominal and actual Zillahdar of Sandee, &c. is Syyud Kootub-ood-Deen 
Hoosein, a near relation of my old Moonshee (another perverted truth in the 
anonymous paper), who was for ten years a Tuhsecldar of the highest reputa- 
tion in fiundlecund, as is well known to the Board of Commissioners, and parti- 
cularly to Sir Edwaid Colebrooke, who relieved Kootub-ood Deen fiom his duties in 
Bundlecuud, at my particular request, about a year ago. The late Vizier, when 
he agreed to the reform, requested me to recommend to him some able and 
upright revenue officers acquainted with our regulations, and this person was 
one of a few (your acquaintance Taj-ood-Deen among the number) whom I 
named to his Excellency on that occasion. He came over about a year »g0, 
and was appointed Ameen of the pergunnah of Sandee, in which situation^ 
conducted himself so much to the satisfaction of the Vizier and of ^Mnel 
Burrell, whose reports are on record in my despatches to Mr. Adam, his 
Excellency raised him in December last to the office of Zillahdar, and antj 
this appointment and the cause of it, as above stated, to me. 1!'he ^ 
revenue of his district for last year was sixteen lacs of rupees (not iiiii 
as the anonymous author has stated), of which fifteen only were rnj^ 
understand from Rajah Dya-Krisben that the revenue has bi 
ood-Deen this year to nearly eighteen lacs, with u 
landholders. ^ 

My old Moonshee got his zemindary in Saf^ 
of Lord Mlnto, as^ you know ; and the pre 
ntccedirtgly kind to the Moonshet^ gran “ 
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tile estate, to his eldest son, at an increasing rent for the fii'st four years and a EndomrMvw 
fixed assessment ever after. This species of assessment and tenure of lands is PotiWW 

, very common in ail parts of Hindoostan, and was earnestly recommended in my 30 

instructions from Lord Minto, and by mo to the late and present Vizier, as par- L 

ticularly expedient and beneficial for the whole of the territory of Oude. The -Kudoniw in 
Moonshee is a great deal too old to derive any personal benefit of importance 
from the lease, whicli is at present, he tells me, rather a losing concern ; but I 3, /.vj. 
trust that bis son will profit by it hereafter, to the extent of a comfortable subsis- 
tence, derived from his hereditary title to the estate and his own industry in 
improving it, after I shall have retired from the labours and vexatious of my 
present office, and be precluded from supporting the family of an old and faith- 
ful servant wlio has been with me these twenty yeais. The diabolical falsehoods 
respecting this man in the anonymous paper seem to me to be unworthy of 
notice. Their author I should suppose to be his opponent, Imteaz Alee, who 
has been long in attendance at your durbar, assisted perhaps by the agent of 
Akbur Alee Khan and a Vakeel on the part of Ilukeem Mehdec, who are also in 
waiting at Futtygurh. Those three persons are the only natives of India whom 
I could suppose to be inimical to myself, and the causes of their enmity are on 
record. I were as bad as tliey are in my own opinion, if I were not the avowed 
enemy of such nefarious practices as some of their’s. 

Have the goodness to return the enclosed extracts after Lord Moira has 
perused them, or a ropy if you wish to retain them, as the draft in some parts is 
so rough as to be legible only hy myself, and 1 have no time to transcribe it. 

I shall mention what you say to Mr. Home, and communicate his answer 
hereafter. 

Your’s, sincerely, 

8th June 1815. (Signed) J. Baillif. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 

Dear Baillie: 

I am vexed at the delay which has arisen in my acknowledgment of your letters 
of the 8 th and 15 th instant; but the fact is, I have been sadly worried, of late, 
by various circumstauces which pressed upon my time. 


Letter 

from Mr. Hieketls. 


I regret to fiml that you still suffer the anonymous paper to disquiet you. The 
only points in it on which his Lordship w ished to receive information from you 
I mentioned in my letter of the 6 th, and your leplies I have submitted to his 
lordship. Upon the subject, generally, of the paper, I spoke to your brother, 
and he will, 1 trust, satisfy you that so much scurrility only merits to he treated 
with that contempt with which you have marked other similar nefarious 
placards. It remains for me, however, to say a few words respecting Agha Meet 
and others, particularly noticed hy you. 

You will learn from your brother, that his Lordship shewed that respect to and 
consideration for, Agha Meer which was due to the Minister of the Vizier and we 
have only to hope that he will prove himself as true, fiiithful, and able a servant 
of his Excellepcy^ as we wish him to be. Your extracts regarding his birth, &c., 

I have the pleiau^e to return, in order that you may incoiporate them in your 
proposed vc 


It SAW Irt' \ied, I think, that you did not report the circumstance of the ap- 
pointm> 'I -I 'lie Minister’s cA//d to the important office of Zillahdarof the district 
or r./,as your doing so would have given hisLordship an opportunity, had he 
nmner, of ooinmunicating his sentiments on the subject to the Nawauh 
i that non-interference, generally speaking, has been recommended 

’’'tment’of his Excellency’s officers : but may not some distinction 
« .relating to the reform, which was rather an affair of the 
'' of tbeNawaub,and on which helooked to receiving advice 
*t *>(116 best system to be introduced dhd to thit best 
It is'needlelis to observe that its success 
•r'" w of instruments, and tlifit On general prin- 
\ ciplcs 


I 

he, 
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ciples the same confidence cannot be reposed in a deputy as in a person' speci* 
fically appointed at the head of an ofiSce. 

The circumstances mentioned by you of the grant of an istemrarie, or perpe* 
tual lease of an estate, in the pergunnah of Sandee to Ulee Nuckee, and of the 
appointment of his near relation to the office of Zillalular in that pergunnah, will 
be noticed to you by Adam, I believe, in a letter respecting the claims of 
Imteaz Alee and others against Ulee Nuckee. 


You remark that the agents of Hukeem Mehdee, of Akbur Alee, and of 
Imteaz Alee have long been in attendance at Futtygurh, though you are at a loss 
to know why they have been encouraged. Of the first I know nothing, and 
nearly as little of the second, save that he presented petitions which were for- 
warded to you, and that, on the receipt of your answer, he was told that nothing 
could be done in the case by his Lordsliip. With respect to Imteaz Alee, his 
petition was also forwarded to you, and a reference has been made to the pro* 
ceedings to which you referred. The result will be communicated to you by 
Adam, agreeably to his Lordship’s orders, as above stated. 


Many thanks for your suggestion on the question of recompense to Home : 
it relieved his Lord.ship from embarrassment, and enabled Lady Loudon to 
settle with Home. The picture, therefore, is, I now hope, in his Excellency’s 
possession. 

Tour’s, &c. 

Futtygurh, (Signed) C. M. Ricketts. 

29th .lune 1815. 


Fort-William, 7th November 1815. 
Political Department. 


1. Had you any acquaintance with 
the present Nawaub Vizier, Refaut-ood* 
Dowlah, previous to his coming to visit 
the Governor-General at Cawnpore? 

2. When you, at Cawnpore, asked 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie's permission 
to wait upon the Nawaub Vizier, was it 
a private audience that you requested, 
or did you only desire leave to pay your 
respects to his Excellency in public ? 


3. Were there, at that period, shawls 
or jewellery sent to your house, either 
antecedently or subsecmently to the 
visit paid by you to his Excellency ? 


4 . On the occasion upon which you 
took CaptiuoMcRa with you to break- 
futwA the palace at Lucknow, bad you 
any invitation hom the NawaubVizier? 

5. Had 


I have been acquainted with the 
present Nawaub Vizier since Sir George 
Nugent’s visit to Lucknow in 1812. 

I asked Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s 
permission to wait on the Nawaub Vi- 
zier, in consequence of a personal invi- 
tation to breakfast which his Excellency 
gave me when returning from his first 
visit to the Governor-General. I nei- 
ther solicited, nor had 1 any private au- 
dience or conversation whatever with 
the Nawaub Vizier. 

After breakfast some trays containing 
three pieces of shawls and a surpeash of 
false stones were laid before me. On 
my e.x pressing my wish to take onlp 
one pair of shawls, the gentlemeh of ins 
Excellency’s family said it was mtasual 
for any one to decline accepting such 
presents, and that it would particularly 
displease the Nawaub were 1 K 
as be bad often to them ' 
great friendship for 
and surpeash were 
my house. Tl»^ 
at Lucknow 

I b*'’ 

Nar 
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5. Had 3 ^u any reason to expect 
such an invitation, or did you from any 
circumstances expect it? 

6 . Had you any deputation from tlie 
(lOvernor-General, or from any other 
person, to seek that interview? 

7- Had you any leave or encourage- 
ment from the CJovernor-General to go 
to theNawaub Vizier on that occasion, 
other than the assent which migiit be 
io’plied by his not objecting, when you 
asked whether you might take Captain 
McRa with you? 

S. What was the precise instruction 
relative to the proposed interview which 
the Governor- General gave to you, 
when you afforded him the opportunity 
of speaking on it by your application 
respecting Captain McRa^ 


lal's breakfast-table. I accepted the 
invitation on tlie express condition that 
his Excellency was not to offer me any 
presents. ^ 

I had no further reason to expect 
such an invitation, than what might 
arise from my being {)ersonally ac- 
quainted with him. 
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I had no deputation from the Gover- 
nor-General, or from any other person, 
to seek that interview. 


I bad no leave or encouragement from 
the Governor- Genera I to go to tlie Na- 
waub Vizier on that occasion, other 
than the assent implied by iiis not ob- 
jecting when I asked whether I might 
take Captain McRa with me. 


The Governor-General instructed rue 
to ask tlie Nawaub Vizier, a.s if from 
myself, wliich of the t wo surgeons it was 
his Excellency's wish to have attached 
to him. The Governor-General parti- 
cularly instructed me not to let it be 
supposed that he had spoken to me on 
the subject. 1 was also, in the event 
of the Nawaub Vi/ier’s proposing to 
make up carriages for the Governor- 
(I'encral’s cheetahs, to decline the offer. 


y. When you accepted the Vizier’s 
invitation, had you any expectation of 
a private audience of his Excellency ? 

10. Was the private audience which 
the Nawaub Vizier gave you on that 
occasion solicited by you, or was it 
spontaneous on the part of his Excel- 
lency ? 

11. Did the conversation regarding 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie in that au- 
dience originate with you, or was tlie 
subject introduced by the Nawaub 
Vizier ? 


I had no expectation whatever of a 
private audience when I accepted the 
Vizier’s invitation. 

The private audience was sponta- 
neous on the part of his Excellency. 


The subject was introduced by tlie 
Nawaub Vizier. 




-*> if 


IS. Wh,at was the tenor of the N 
waub Vizier's language on that occ 

8ion?jg^^*4 

iJiP^^Captain McLeod or M 
.1 t to you previously ai 
by you, in the event 
r's appealing to yoi 


(Signed) 



The oppression he suftered from 
Mirza Jafer and his sons. 

Neither Captain McLeo<l or Mr. 
Clarke ever hinted to me that the Na- 
waub would appeal to me, neither did 
cither of them suggest any tone I was 
to hold in the event of the Vizier’s 
doing so. 

Walteu Raleigh Gilbeut. 


'-General in Council. 

c 


'? (Signed) J. Adam, 

Secretary to the Government. 


To 


A 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, &c. &c. &c. 


Enclosutet in 
Bengal Politkal 
Letter, 

30 Mar* 1816. 

Enclosures in 
toverptor- Generals 
MmuU, 
3FeL 1816 . 


Sir: 

The attention of the Governor-General having been drawn anew to that des- 
patch for the impropriety of which you were removed from your situation, two 
circumstances have struck his Excellency as requiring elucidation : 1 am accord- 
ingly directed to require your answers to the points. 

In paragraph 22 you state that the accounts of Mehdcc Alee Khan exhibit 
charges of presents made to certain English gentlemen and ladies at Calcutta : 
you will please to name the individuals stated to have received such presents. 

In the postscript you have advanced that Agha Mecr was undermined in the 
confidence of his master the Nawaub Vizier by the representations of native 
emissaries in the suite of the Governor-General. Yon will please to point out 
the individuals to whom you allude. 

I have, &c. 


Fort- William, (Signed) C. M. Ricketts, 

28th Jan uary 1816. Chief Secretary. 


To C. M. Ricketts, Es<j., See. See. &c. 

Sir : 

1. 1 received your letter, dated the 28th instant, at a late hour of yesterday 
evening, after I had come on board the Minerva ; but having fe« of my papers 
at hand, I am unable at this moment to afford to you so particular an explanation 
as I could wish of the two points which you have icferred to me by older of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-Gencrdl. 

2. To the best of my recollection and belief, the principal persons who w'erc 
mentioned in the accounts of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, as noticed in the 
twenty-second paragraph of my narrative, were the Honourable Lady Hood 
and Cieneral Gillespie, or some other gcncial officer whose name I did not easily 
make out. 

3. The emissaries in the suite of the Governor-General, referred to in the 
postsciipt of my narrative, weic an agent on the pat t of Hukeem Mehdee, another 
on tlie part ofAkburAlec Khan, whose names 1 do not iccollect, and his 
Excellency the Vizier’s newswriters in attendance on the Governor-General, 
contiolled by Anghun Loll, son of the late Ruttun Chund, and by the Mussulman 
Darogha of the Kote Gusbtee Akhbar, whose name I have at this instant 
forgotten, but whose ingratitude and enmity to Agha Meer tender him very 
notorious at Lucknow. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Baillie. 

P.S. It has just occurred to me to refer you to a private letter which I recollect 
my having written to yourself, in answer to a letter from you dated the 6th of 
June last, in which some notice must have been taken of the emissaries from 
Lucknow^ in your suite. My private letteis of the same lime to Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Swinton were probably fuller than those to you, and those gentlemen 
can inform his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governefy'! s|i^ o5 my 
sentiments, a.s explained to them, regarding the intrigues at 

Futtygurh and in the capital of Oude. 

H. C. Ship Minerva, (Signed) '$ 

30th Januaiy, I816‘. 


[r. Edmonstone's 
Minute, 

80 Mar. 1816. 


Eiiclosuic No. 2, in Bengal Political Letter, dated 30th March,.! 
MINUTE of Mu. EDMONSTONE. 

As the general subject of the Right Honourable the ^0ve 
Minute, containing his Lordship’s remarks and explanatiqnfiih ' 
Colonel Baillie’s narrative of transactions at Lucknovn^i? f 
Members of Council can properly record an opinio'^' I d 
to enter into any discussion of it; but, as the d 
^‘i.iphs from 82 to H4 of that Minute appear to 
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principles of action with respect to the state of Oude of a nature deeply affecting 
the character of that administration, I am confident that his Lordship will not 
only excuse but approve of my bringing under his notice recorded documents, so Mar 1816. 

ih which tlie principles entertained by the Government with respect to those ^ 

points on which his Lordship has animadverted are distinctly declared. His ^j*^*®"**®"®* 

Lordship has, in the first place, stated some remarks on the construction which 30 Man 1816. 

should be given to that article of the treaty with the Vizier which conveys to 

the British Government the privilege of advising him, and imposes on liim the 

obligation of attending to its advice. His Lordsiiip observes, that the privilege 

cannot justly be extended beyond remonstrance and nitimate interference in 

extreme cases. That an attempt to fix upon the article in question a more 

comprehensive sense would be an act of lawless oppression ; anti his Lordship 

concludes by intimating that Governn-jnt had mistaken the nature and extent 

of the right of counsel. I beg leave, therefore, to refer to the instructions to 

Colonel liaillie under date the 6 th of July 1811, in which that question is 

discussed in great detail, for the very purpose of sliewing that the article in 

({uestiun did not confer on Government a right to enforce its advice except in 

extreme cases ; a right which Government had supposed (although it vrould 

seem erroneously) Colonel Baillie to have deduced from it. from a perusal of 

that document, it will be evident that the Government of the time entertained 

precisely the sentiments on that question which are expressed in his Lordship’s 

minute. 

His Lordship's minute contains the following further observations: 

“ Soon after I had occasion to advert to our position relative to Saadut Alee, 

“ I became aware of impending consequences which filled me with the utmost 
*• alarm. That Prince was driven to actual desperation. He had even openly 
“ declared it in full durbar. The mischief had proceeded so far, that if we con- 
“ tinned to assert the principle advanced for us, there was no avoiding a decisive 
“ struggle. I saw that we vve re on the brink of being forced in self-defence to 
“ possess ourselves of Saaci ut Alee’s dominions and riches, to prevent his throwing 
“ himself with all his treasures into tlie hands of any power that would take the 
“ field against us. ” 

It will be observed IVoni the document already referred to, and from the 
fnr; herJnstruclions of the l^tii of July auil 2 d of August of the same year, 
that (.iovernment neither asserted the right nor entertained the design to enforce 
the plan of reform. On the contrary, by tlie instructions of the 6 tli of July 
181 l.'vf’iV Tesident was directed to abstain from the further agitation of the 
suhjccti it was, indeed, admitted and expressly stated in the documents above 
referred te, t!:at no plan of reform could be efficient unless the Vizier cheerfully 
acqnicscct, in it, and the adoption of it, therefore, was not subsequently pressed 
upon ilissier, nor was the discussion renewed till the Vizier himself brought 
it for October 1813 by an intimation of his acquiescence. 

As'prr* Vi^y apfilicable fco this point, I beg leave here to quote a part of my 
minutr V.: May 18li4i 

“ WhCv^'i^-i 'ijV'nhisively believed that his Excellency would not cordially 

consent’ rtion of the .system which he had at one time approved, 

“ the rpt^ ' , <;n to desist from urging him, and Government then 

** restp' of ascertaining the merits of any case of disturbance 

” fer ft of which its troops were demanded by the Vizier, and of 

■'H' and the conduct of the disputing parties, and we have 

Hfcrtion of that right. 

n was revived in consequence of renewed indications 
* of a desire to adopt it. The result has been such as 
'd I need not add, that I most fully concurred in 
He prosecution of it.” 

e«t. into details. All that I am anxious to 
''i|H distinctly disavowed the princi- 
quoted from the Governor-General’s 

minute 
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Enclosures in minute appear to ascribe to it ; nor is it unnatural that I should personally feel 
an earnest solicitude to free from a charge so severe as that which the passages 
SO Mar. 1816. in question convey, an administration with which 1 was so closely connected 

^ during the whole period of its existence, and of which I had latterly the honour' 

Mr. Edmonstone’s to form a ])art. Having stated these observations, it is superfluous to advert to 
30 ManTsie. impossibility (so far as I may be supposed to have had a knowledge of the 
state of afiairs at Lucknow) of my recognizing at any period of time the exis- 
tence of a crisis, such as is described in the passages above cited from the 
(rovernor-Geneial’s minute. 

Fort Wiiliam, (Signed) N. B. Eomonstone. 

SOih March 1816. 


Governor-GeneraKs 

Minute, 

80 Mar. 1816. 


Enclosure No. 3, in Bengal Political Letter, dated SOth March 1816* 

MINUTE of//,e GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

The fear of Mr. Edmonstone, lest the credit of the administration preceding 
that in which I have the honour to bear a part should be injuriously affected by 
my remarks, appears strained somewhat beyond a correct apprehension. 

Whatsoever inaccuracy I may have imputed to any former administration, I 
attach, in at least an equal degree, to that over which I preside j and when the 
context is fairly taken, it must be seen that it is myself whom I frankly charge 
with the great amount of error. The passage which Mr. Edmonstone has recited 
from my Minute, as conveying a stricture on measures antecedent to my own 
participation, does not seem to afford a satisfactory support to his position. If 
there be definiteness in the English language, I should think the phrase, “ if 
“ U'e continued to assert the principles advanced ./iir us/* must mean a transac- 
tion in which I bore a part, and which of course referred to my own administra- 
tion. The obvious connexion of this with the letter which 1 declare to have 
been drafted by myself to tlie Nawaub Vizier, and which I shortly after profess 
to have been written with insufficient knowledge of the case, puts the matter 
out of question. I have to regret that a discrimination which appears strongly 
marked, and assuredly was so meant by me, should have escaped Mr. Edmon- 
stone. I speak of the principles advanced ybr us, not of those advanced by us. 
The construction given to the treaty by Government was just, whensoever that 
main question was agitated. The policy of the Resident was always to keep 
out of sight this fundamental principle; but by boldly assuming a deviation 
fi'om it on the part of the Nawaub, to obtain the sanction of Government for 
insisting on points which were real infringements of that principle though 
undetected by us. The canker of our relations in Oude existed in ;his: that 
the Resident thought himself nobody, if he did not exhibit himself to the 
people of Oude as far superior to their Sovereign in authority. Witli a whole- 
some doubt of being countenanced in this pretension, he took ryo not to let 
it come within the observation of Government: Government ijiipt imagin- 

ing that so fal.se a conception could be entertained .^^eived every peevish and 
distorted complaint from the Resident respecting . e Nawaub Vizier’s forward- 
ness as a proof of resistance against the legitimate into .-ference reserved to us 
by treaty. My firm persuasion is, that whensoever Major ^^illi'^ ’ ^^ad Saadut 
Alee restive with regard to the advantages which he solicite 
adherents, he goaded the Nawaub on the article of Reform, Wii ' i 'itude of 
urgency very different from the intentions of Government, knot / , ; to be a 
subject on wliich he could ultimately (by having the statement wh(|^ ' j himself) 
secure the support of Government. The discovery of this praiT '' •nade me 
draw the distinction between the principles which Government j 
tuieof its procedure and the principles advanced^ru^. Aslo; / 

I upheld the Resident at the hazard of public inconvenience ^ ' ' U 

blame which may affect such an error in me, must eq^l' ' 

error in any preceding administration. It is not 

principles which is chargeable to any of us: it.- ./' 

vigilant that wrong principles should not mv 

of those who acted in our name. / 

, . Fort William, /' 

yOth March 1816. 
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Enclosures No. 4, in Bengal Political Letter dated 30th March 1816. 

Minute qf Ma. seton. 

When first I perused the Minute of the Governor-General on the affairs of 
Oude, the impression made upon my mind by the perusal, combined with what 
fell from his Loniship during the course of verbal discussions on the subject, 
was that the uneasiness manifested by his Lordship in expressing his sense of 
the critical state of our political relations with the late Vizier had no reference 
to the proceedings or instructions of the late administration, but that they solely 
related to the line of conduct pursued by the late Resident at Lucknow. But 
though such was my own constiuction of his Lordship’s observations, 1 cannot 
but consider it as fortunate that Mr. Edmonstone’s natural solicitude to guard 
against tlie painful effects of possible misconception has led him to bring to the 
notice of the Governor-General certain passages in the Minute which appear to 
him to be obviously susceptible of a more comprehensive interpretation, since 
it has furnished his Lordship with an opportunity of at once gratifying the 
known liberality of his own mind and relieving that of Mr. Edmonstone, by 
distinctly stating the extent and tendency of the observations in question. 

It is most satisfactory to observe from the instructions cited by Mr. Edmon* 
stone {viz. those issued to the late Resident at Lucknow on the 6th July 1811 ', 
that with respect to the degree of interference in the internal affairs of the 
Vizier’s Government, which according to the provisions of the treaty concluded 
with his Excellency in the year 1801 can be regularly exercised by the British 
Government, the sense entertained by the late administration exactly cor- 
responded with tlie views of the Governor-General, as described in the Minute 
now recorded by his Lordship. 

Fort-William^ (Signed) A. Skton. 

30th March 1816. 


Enclosures 'in 
Benml Politic 
Letter, 

SO Mar. 1816. 

Mr. Seton’s 
Minute, 

30 Mar. 1816. 


EXTH.-VCT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 

DaU’d the \1 th September 1817. 

Para. 11. We have attentively considered the documents 
referred to in this paragraph, together with the Governor 
General’s Minute of the 30th November 1814,t containing 
liis view of the extraordinary transactions to which they 
allude. We do not deem it necessary to enter at length 
into a discussion of the several points therein brought to our 
notice ; at the same time, we cannot avoid expressing an 

P opinion, that the conduct of Messrs. L;iw, Clarke, McLeod, 

’Etang, has not been characterized by a strict adherence to the rules 
by you, and -sanctioned l)y ns, for regulating the intercourse of Earo- 
1 t^e-Native Princes of India, to the due observance of which rules 
'onsiderable degree of importance. We therefore approve of the 
Hary Adam's letter to tliose gentlemen, dated the 12th Novem- 
ber 

•• in compliance with the Governor-General’s orders, to 

' 'h)g signified to his Lordship that he no longer 


I 11^ 


1 ui juoru moiti 
tinted I5th Aiigu^ 1B15.* 
1>). Kef erring to a\ variety 
tnents (bra aetail jof cer- 
isaciions that urred at 
IV during tfiip ' wrrnor- 
s residenc»j tlvt capi- 
I his Lordi#fAiS^i»' t>b8erva- 


Political Letter 
to Bengal, 

17 Sept. 1817. 


tment of the 80th March 1816§ has brought 
ptenant-Colonel Baillie, late Resident at 
' purporting to be in explanation of the 
Srm the subject of the documents en- 
\ closetl 


\ Page < 905 and 906. 


J Page 361. 
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closed in the Governor.^enerarstmdr to thd Viee-Prcjddent in Coundll 
J7*S^. wi?. December 1814,* relative id the affairs of Oude. 

' 17 . We have attentively considered the Minute nxorded by the Govern*^ 

General on the Sd November 1815t and the narrative contained in Colonel I 
Bailiie’s letter, and concur in opinion with his Lordship, that the style and tei^r 
of that despatch rendered the removal of Colonel Baillie from the office of 
Resident at Lucknow indispensably necessary ; a measure to which we observe, 
by the Minutes recorded by the several Members in Council on your proceed- 
ings of the same date, they gave their unqualified assent : we therefore approve 
of the letter of recall which was written to Colonel Baillie on the Slst Ctetober I 
IS1.5. ' ‘ ■ I 

18. The conduct of Colonel Baillie in having written a letter containing in- | 
sinuations so highly offensive to the Governor-General is not to be palliated, and ' 
the desire which we always entertain to uphold the dignity of our Governments 
abroad, compels us to view this breach of duty on the part of Colonel Baillie as 
highly censurable. Under these impresssions, we have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our entire approbation of the course pursued by you on that occasion. 

19* In addition to the impropriety of that despatch, we see reason to be- 
lieve that in the dburse of Colonel Bailiie’s intercourse with the Vizier he has, , 
on some occasions, exceeded the limits of the instructions issued to him for regu- 
lating the degree of his interference in the affairs of Oude. 


letter from To .lauics Cobb, Esq., Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors of the 
Lieut ^mj^ oloncl East-lndia Company. 

Sir: 

I had formerly the honour of apprising you, for the information of the HonQ|f*' 
able Court, of my arrival in this countr 3 % on furlough, in the month of July,|^, 

The Honourable Court is aware of my having occupied the station of 
at the Vizier’s Court of Lucknow for a period of eight years preceding * ' 

lure from India. The nature of my former services, which led to my nt- - 
ment to that office and to' the Honourable Court’s confirmation of th.,! , 

ment, is doubtless in the Court’s recollection, and may, if necessary, be ,rred ; 

to in the despatches of the Supreme Government of India to foe Hor, ;u) the , 
Secret Committee in the years 1805-6 and 7; and more parli^larly lA -i^ettct,: 
from the Governor-General in Council to the Honourable Court of ,|3wctors,“ 
dated the 1 St of May 1807, an extract from which is in my pQ8sess\ r7* 

/ 

The extraordinary transactions at Lucknow during the two la f ; -ji! « of myf 
residence at that Court, which led to my retirement from office .n I®* 
this country on furlough, have doubtless been reported to the HoD<:rts%iit''t^ C 
by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in’K^uncil, and ih ' or, 

rather the opposite views of those transactions whfe^ taken by tht 
nor-Q:eaeral and myself, are probably now under oposider^pn. 

Tn. a letter from the Secretary to Government in the!'S|} 5 ii»'i^^d Toliti^^ 
partment, dated the 3 Ist of October 1815, announcing niy froni'^Lwi e’; 

now as the consequence of my despatch to the Government1^te|v:i|!« 

April preceding, 1 was informed that a communication would 
the subject of that despatch at a future more convenien” 
recently had reason to relieve that a communicatiiont,on 
reedved by the Honourable the Court of Direct^ 
the Governor-General in Council, in which t'*- 
detailed in a manner unfavourable to my charat , 

V that you will have the goodness of submitting, 
rectors my earnest and anxious wish, as well 0 
It the decision on the question of my remq 
'^“‘pow s|jall be suspended fill I be heard ^ 



■f'fo 
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